

That is the limit. In this particular case'of the Damodar Canal, th® 
House fixed the limit td Rs. 5-8 per acre. So even when the profit is 
more Government cannot claim more than Rs. 5-8 per j^re. Now, 
Sir, is there any difference of opinion as to the principle of the Act P 
Suppose there is a^i increase of Rs'. 11— an increase of productivity per 
acre from existing conditions; certainly, ‘Sir, nobody should grttdire 
to pay half of that. 


Next comes the question of assessment. I know much* has been said 
about a fair and equitable assessment. Sir, with regard to- this 
Damodar canal area I may say that there are ^ many difficulties whicU 
stood in the way of tb^e pre-canal assessment. But I 'may say with .all 
, the emphasis that I q^n command t^iat Government did their best to 
depute the most expe'rienced officers of t'he Revenue, Department who 
knew how to deal with these matters ; and they '’thoroughly went into 
the,, question from the materials available and then came to a conqiii. 
sion. * ‘ , 


*. '■‘‘b'aid to the Damodar canal asses.sment I ]iiay say that' 

it IS liable to be revised, aecoWing to the Development Act, after two 
years ; so if need be we can certainly* revise the assesspient and re- 
Classify the areas taking into consideratio-n the existing' circumstances, 
but we cannot go hack to the pre-canal area nor can we visualiiie the 
J)i«-canal condition. That is the position Sir, I quite admit that the 
sclieme does not ])rovide for any water in S*eptember : that is a defect 
of the scheme and to remedy tliisMefect we have undertaken another 
sclieme whicli, when completed, will remove that defect. Sir, it has 
been stated that tlie Damodar canal has not kenefited the area. I 
should say tliat from tlie facts and materials which I have gone through 
tnere can be no doubt that there has been some improvement, but as 
regards the irmount of this improvement and the degree of the benefit 
which has been derived there might be some difference of opinion. 
But certainly. Sir, as Ifar. been said by one of the honourable members,* 
the canal is not a menace to Burdwan. Sir, ever since I had the privi- 
lege of assuming charge of the Department 1 have heard about this 
agitation in the canal area and I may say that I have been most 
anxiously following the trend of events and also getting facts and 
figures froili the ‘local officers to understand the real state of affairs. 
Sir, it 'has- been said why I did not visit the area, I had fixed a date 
actually to visit <th^ area but very unfortunately I fell ill. Imme- 
diately after coming down from Darjeeling I received a deputation in 
Calcutta to discuss the matter and to know first hand the real griev- 
ances of the people of the locality (Dk. N.\linaksha Santal: nomi- 
nated deputationistsP). My friend. Dr. Sanyal, said that they were 
nominated deputationists : Sir, I admit that I' received this offer of 
deputation from the Collector of Burdwan. I do not know if they 
were nominated or not.. But may I ask what my friend and the 
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With a return to more normal conditions the* raiyat 1ms Imrite 


ifited 

very 


lav 1 


With a return to im»ic m^*..!** vv,^ \ . 

• omaininp a Ml ^ 1“* j • 

" TZ",he in' 

EE=ni':S: :: “ip: ti;' 

llna. l«te . view ..« Hie ...«Ae, .... M.l, nary - 

‘Iniamess lines!- which as businessmen we, are justified in doing. 

1 ■. r^* “be ’-^•neinbered that we are manufacAirers, neither . 

llm^ gapilde?. H e.n.v manipulation market^m 

r;: ,:: a:' '::ii’:' ni"” 

!,r consideration of tl.e many difficult issues and dangers involved by . 
.u. h u tion 1 venture to- remind the supporters of this “'otion th 
i tw,..^■e,y „„eie,., ,.l,l -Meke l,„»,e A.wb " end L.^ 

I f vr.n le-it." I do SO because my feelifig is tliat they are in 
of .. l.ony to leo,. S fo,.|„i.lol.V i«.nr wkiek fkW 
looked at from the landing sale. . . . 

1 nrestime the obiect in wishing to fix a minimun. price for jute 
the raiyats to "T.dTX 

to-dax . If \,t' production, tlie* immediate effect 

“v,'r,U W i.iv.oa* tl,o ..oa »»•„ On Jhi. 

where the raivats would be left with large .iiiantities .ft unsaleable 

iute because consumers could not build up stocks at pmes-which 

wen- above economic levels. Xmless the (Jovernmen, would be pre- 
pned'to take over .surjilus .stocks at the minimum price, the raiyai 
d be m. b.tter off. probablx 

Ti.is inevitably wouhl mean the eventual and rai.ifl collapse oi tl^^ 
scbeinr We 'are convinced that legislative control of prmluct.on is 
not practicable, and it is* our firm conviction that , the fixing of 
minimum price for jute is outside the realms 

less it is backed up by legislative control of produ(4.on. LvJn if th . 
dual control be achieved, the sclu>me would have " ^ 
less merrv existence for a .season, and would be followed by mK 
disastrous results. The enormous expansion in the use fut 

since prices fell, points a warning against raising the prices of the 
material joo high. Jute is a money crop, and the ^ 

the case ;if restriction must be a money crop also, ^^t as yet to 
be discovered ij how to control the production of jute so that the 

• • • 
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.DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


Afcmttf, AH, Khan Sahib Nliiulana Enaytt|iuri. 
Ahintil All Mritfha, Maulvi. r 

AbmtS Ho^ain, Mr. ^ 

Affaiutfdin Ahmad, {(han Bahadur. 

Amir All, Md^ Mia. 

Aihrafaii, Mr. M. i 

Auiad Hostain Khan, Mauivi. , 

Aihar AH, Maulvi. 

Bannarman, Mr. H. C. 

Barat AH, Mr. Md. 

Barma. Babu Pramhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puipajit. 

Barman, Babu Upandra Nath. 

Biswai, Babu Lakihmi Narayan. 

Braihar, Mr. F. C. 

Campball, Sir Gaorya. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Coopar, Mr. C. Q. ^ * 

* Croiflaid, Mr. L. M. 

Dai, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Mr. Kirit Bhutan. ' • 

Dai, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dan, Babu DaSandra Nath. 

Edbar, ^r. Upandranath. 

FSrhad Rasa Chowdhury, Mr. M. , 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Ba^um. * 

Pailul Huq, tha Hon'bia Mr. A. K. 

* Faxiul Quadir. Khan Bahadur MaulyJ. 

Faxlur Rahman, Mr. 

Farfuion, Mr. R. H. i 

Gammatar, Mr. E. 0. 

Gomai, Mr. S. A. < < 

Quruny, Mr. Dambar Singh. 

Habibullah, tha Hen*<’>ia Nawab Bahadur K., of 
Dacea. 

• Hafixuddin Chowd<jury, Maulvi. 

Hamiuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Naianuxxaman, Maulvi Md. * 

Haiham Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur. 

Natina Murihad, Mrs. ^ 

Hatamaily Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogari. 

Handry, Mr. David. 

Iipahani, Mr. M. A.‘h. 
dailmuddin Ahmad, fkr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Ahib. 

Khaitan, Mr. Dabi Proiad. 

MacLauchlan, Mr. C. 8. 

Maflxuddin Ahmad, Dr. ^ 

Mifixuddin Chowdhury, Maulvj. 


[1st Sept., 


Mahtah, Maharajkumar Uda^haad. 

Mandal, M|;. Amrfta Lai. 7 
Man4al, Mr. Birat Chantf^. 

Mandai, ^,r. dagat Chandra. 

Milai. Mr. C. W. 

Millar, Mr. C. , 

Moilam AH Mo'lah, Maulvi. 

Moxammal Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad Afxal, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syad. 
Muhammad AH, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad lihaqut, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddiqui, Dr. Syod. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Mr. ^ 

MulHck, thi Hon’bh. Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

MulHck, Mr. Pulin Boh^ry. 

Muiharruff Hoiiain, th%f Hon'ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur.* 

Muitagaiwal Haque, Mr. Syed. 

, Muituta /fl Dewan Sahib, Mr. 

Nardy, the Ifon'ble Rfaharaja 8>.is Chandra of 
Kaiimbaxar. 

Nasarullah, ,Nawabxada K. 

Nauiher ^li, the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed. 

Naxinuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja sir. 

Ni/nmo, Mr..,T. B. 

Patton, Mr. W. C. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

I^aikat, the Hon’ble Mi'^’ praianna Deb. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. ^ 

Aay Choudhury, Mr. BirendVa KiihW 
Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy file Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh.* 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kihirod Chandra. 

Sadaruqiin Ahmed, Mr. 

Sahruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Saiioon, Mr. R. M. 

Sen, Rai Bahdiur Jogeth Chandra. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 

Tapuriah, Rai Bahadur Moongtu tall 
Toffel Ahmed Choudhury, Mauivi Haji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. c 
West, Mrs. Ellen. • 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


Ti, , 1-1 DeW I announce tlvp result of the Division I 

r/thl if'*" * tho different sections of the House and the leader 

of the House as to whether in view of 4 he fact that the cooling plant 

W he preferable to adjourn the House to-day. 

IrnowW !- However, I would like to 

know the views of all the groups. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: We have no objection, Sir. 


Mr. C. MILLER: Sir, we have no objection 
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« Regarding adjournment motione. •* 

• • a 

Mr. SPEAKER: I woiild*noj\’ take up the Civil Wjrka Budget 
and I rail upon Khan Bahadur Maulvi Fazlul Quadir to speak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL hUQ: T hav^. received infor- 
mation that two adjournment motion s^liave been tabled iH;‘garding the 
Government orders closing the Rajshahi College, but I do not know 
if these motions^are gfoing to be moved. 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: I would not^ move the 
adjournment motion if ‘the Hon'ble tlte ( -hief ^frhister would make 
statemeni that the (College will be. opened very soon. 

• •• • * 

Mr. SPEAKER: I l4iink for {he time being jhat question dties- 
not arise. 1 had already gf\'en.my consent to the adjournment ny)tion. 
You know perfectly well, Mr. Mai#ra, that . you ^should have risen ifp 
for formal jierm^ssion of the House after tln^ questions were over. 
As a matter of faxl 1 waited for.soinetime *to ^ee what you proposed * 
to do, buTl foifnd that you had yot come to “a definite decision* on the 
point. Therefore, I called upon Khan Bahadur Maulvi Fazlul Quadir 
to speak. I am afraid the q*ufistion of a* statement from the Hon’ble 

the Chief Minister does not at all arise. • • 

• 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: In that case may I have 

your leave to move it to-morrow ? ^ , 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you must bear in min?f that an adjourn- 
ment motion is of such a character that •it brooks^ no delay and that 
accordingly it is difficult now to say whether it would b» possible for 
me to agree to its motion to-morrow. • 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 

FOR 1937-38. • • 

* • 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. * ' ‘ 

, 50 and 81-^Civil Works. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi FAZLUL QUADIR: The Budget shows* 
that no provision has been made for providing Sadar Sub-Registrars 
with^ipMfters. Out of *383 offices, 251 offices are held in rented houses 
^^or which Government is paying Bs. 47,000 as annual rent. Thesa 
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DEMAIfD FOB aEANT. [4 th Skpt., 

6'WJ^ in Enffiand.-negagdiug (7).— Tfeis does not represent any 
additional new ^expenditure. With effect from 1937-38, all English 
transactions, With the exception of those representing genuine sterUng 
liabilities or assets, are to be brought, fo account in the appropriate 
service hea'J as if 'they ' were transaiotions in Cndia. The former prac- 
tice of debiting, in the Home Accounts has to be discontinued. A new 
minor tead .“Charges in En'^land” has accordingly been opened. 
(Please see page 42 read with page 47 of the Financial Statement, 
Red Book.) ' ^ ^ 

The items mentioned account for an increase oj fis. 1 lakh and 26 
thousand in the current year’s estimate of expend'iture. The actual 
total increkse *8 lls. 1,54,000. The balance of Bs. 28,000 is partly due 
to annual increments of pay of ,e8tabli8hment an*d partly to minor items. 

Review of forest resevpU.— ‘ K)— Receipts .”— Forest Department 
.•arns a very 8ubietan.Ual profit in normal times. The effect of the recent 
trade depression, however, has been financially disastrous. In the year 
year Vmmediately preceding 'the depression, the Depart- 
men^' yielded a grosfi revenue of Bs. 31 lakhs while the surplus of 
revenue over expnditure was B.s. 14 lakhs. In 1930-31 surplus fell to 
Rs. 6i lakhs. Owinft to continue/1 slump in the timber inarket tall 
continued. 1933-34 wiis the most ^iisappointing year ‘ from the stand- 
point of 'forest receipts, the oniss receipts being only Bs. 15 lakhs. 
The Department however produced a shrplus of Bs. 61 thousand. In 
1994-35 the forest Revenue showed definite improvement, the total 
receipts for the year being Bs. 17 lakhs 82 thousand. In 1935-36 they 
rose to Bs 20 lakhs and 10 thousand. On the assumption that trade 
conditions would not deteriorate the budget estimate for 1936-37 was 
fixed at Bs. 20.1akhs arid 2 thoiOand, but the ^irogress of actuals showed 
that the yield would at least lie lower than the previous years, by nearly 
two laklis. The revised figere for receipts has accordingly been fixed 
at Bs. IH [akhs and 13 thousand. Following the revis^ figure tor 
1936-37, tliQ 'estimate of receipts for the current year has been fixe a 
Bs. 18 iakhs and 23 thousand and we expect to close the year with net 
silrplus of Rs.’2 lakhs and 20 thousand. Unfortunately, the improve- 
ment in forest feceipts is not so great a’s to promise «an early return to 
the yields which prior to 1930 were considered as normal. Ihe only 
safe course is to assgme that the standard reached during the preinous 
yea,- will Ije maintained. HemVe, the current year’s estimate has been 
fixed at Bs! 18 laklit and 23 thousand. 

AKEP : Before Mr. Bai Chaudhuri begins I would just 
like to tell the Leaders ' of the different groups that we have got 
Forests, Excise, Registration, Other Taxes and Duties, Miscellaneous 
Stationery & Printing, Ports & Pilotage and various other demands. 
We have barely tow hours to-day and two and a quari^hours on 
Monday. So unless there is a self-denying ordinance oiifiie part of 
the speakers and unless the Leadters of different groups exercise their 
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' QUESTIONS. 

(ii) the jails fe ^ich they rare at present lodged; 

(Hi) %ir social status before conviction; ^ 

(iv) the divisions in which fhey.li.ave been placed; an 
(.) a-descriihion of the kits « supplied to the division III lady^ 
prisoners? 


ThA Hon^le Khwaia Sir HAZIMU 9 DIN; (i) to (iv) 1 lay on the 

lical inoveni^Tits. " r. ^ ‘ 

' (,„) AHcti,.,, i» im ital ... 1151. .«<1 11611 .,f th. -Bens"! J»il 

('ode, Volume 1. t. copv' of wKich is ni the Ljbrary. 


<tate^merit 'refi rrvd fo 
(fuei< ft on f > . Off , ^ 

l^enfjal Jaih^ 


in the 
rcifd rd 


nmxrer to clauses (i) to (iv) of unstarred 
iii'i fetnalc terrorist convicts confined in 




Serial 

No. 

4 

t. 

‘Name. ^ 

Jails in wliieh 
conined. 

et 

Division in 
which 
placet!. 

Social status before 
conviction. 

1 

Santi Ghosh 

Midnaporo 

II 

Deemed to have been 
accustomed to a 

* « 



superior mode 



- 


living. 

2 

Kaliiana Dutt • • I 

' Ditto 

II 

Ditto. 


Bina 

f 

Din aj pur 

II 

Ditto. 

4 

Amiya Majf'fmdar ^ . • 

Ditto 

II 

Ditto 

u 

5 

t 

Parul Muliherji • • 

Presidency , . 

II 

Ditto. 


Dacca .1 • • 

III 

Not deemed to have 

6 

( 

Suniti Choudhury 

accustomed 
to a superior mode 







of living. 


DMIREN.ORA MATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware ’th'ar Suniti ChowdSiury is a daughter of » emp oyec 

yhose father was a ministerial officer m a Collectorate 


The H0ii*ble Khwaia Sir MAZIMUDDIH: An 'Sx-Govemmen 

ofiBcer who liac retired. 


Published b5^the Superintendent, Gdvernmeijt Printing 
^enggl Ooyernment Press, Alipore,, Bengal 


Agents in In^a, 

Messrs. S. K. (/o., Printers luid Hooksellers, College Street, Calcutta. 

Messrs. Thaeker, Spink & Co., Calcutta. ^ 

. 

• Customers m the United Kingdom and the Continent of Europe 
may obtain publications either tlirect from the High Commissioner's offioe 
or through any bookseller. 
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QUESTIONii 


Mr. PROMATH A RAIMAN THAK^I^: Ha^ tli^ Hou'ble Minister 
any objection to use tbe tern^ “lady**’ ^in place of “woman” in the 
answer? • " j ^ , 

(No answer). I 

Mr. 8HiB NATH BANERJEE: VitM is i\]e \ge of.Suniti* 
ChowdhuryP 

> 

The Hon’ble KliWaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask foV notice. 

* ^ 

Cl 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Has the Hpn’ble Minister, any parti- , ' 
cular reason why 4h« word “lady” should not be used in liie answer? 

*4 ft 

• 

The Hon’ble ‘Khwaja Sir NAZUdUODIN: She, is jx convict and I 
do not know if llie epithet “hjdy” ^should be used in respect of a convidt 


Duicide by deien'u Mrinal Kanti Choudhiky of Jeesore. 

» 

. ■* 

91. Mr; ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE^ (a) Is 'the Ilou’ble Minister 

in charge of the Home (Special)' Department aware of th';j circumstances 
"\ under which Mrinal Kanti Choudh]}iy% (yf Jessore^ committed suigide 
* in the Detention Camp at Decfli P 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether any letter 
was left behind by the said detenu? , ' , * 

(c) If so, are Cloverninent . considering the dhsji ability of making 
the same public? « 

' ' ^ 

The Hon’We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) Xes* , he feared 
violence at the hands of other detenus. ^ \ 

(h) There i» nothing about* a letter in the reci^i ds of ,^he c ase, llie 
suicide took place over five year^ ago. * . 

(c) Does not afise. ' ' * ' , 

y ^ • 

/ ^ • 
District Board dispensury Jn the village Kundalai BirMitmi. 

,92. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHZRJI: '(a)*Is tbe Hon’bLe 
• Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government yMedicijl) Dejiaitment 
aware — • * ' * 

(*) that IT permanent District Board dispensary i» the village 
£undala, thana Monneswar, district Birbhum, 'of 17 years 


THE BE^TG^LEClSf^TI’^, ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

(Ofliciilii, Rq^rt of the SeeoiM Session.^ 

Voiigne 3. , 

Proceedings of the Benjfhl Legislativ|^ Assembly assembled 
- under the pcpvisions of the Government Of Indin Act, 1935 . 

4 f 

The Asi^ejibly yit/t in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, 
th^ 20tl34Augifst,el9i]7, at M5 p.n. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the,tl6n’:ble‘Khan BoJiaduj* ll. A^.izul Hague, c.le.) 
in the Chair^ the eleven Hon’blp Ministers and' 219 ’members. 


STARRElJ QUESnOf?S. 

% 

(to which oral answers were j^lven) 

Consumption of salt. 

•71. Mr. AtUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Forests and Excise Department he pleased to state the 
present annual consumption of salt in Bengal? ’ 

MINISTER in charge of FORESTS and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mf. Prasanna Dob Raikat) : No exact estimate is possible, 
but oil a rough ^siimate the anirtial ronsuinption of salt in Bengal is 
about 80 lakhs of maunds. 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how much of tlii.s total amount consumed fn Bengal 
was produced and manufactured in Bengal f 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: I want notice. 
Instruotioiis for the gukUnco of the subordinate oivil courts. 

•72. Khan Bahadur JALAI U'ODIN AHMAO: (a) Is the Honl)le 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department aware — 

(i) that instructions in book form are issued by the Registrar of 
the 5igh Court in the^ Appellate »Side for the guidance of 
' civil courts in districts ; 

(it) that those iustm^c^io^e are, iu praetice, follbwed linder ihe 
suparvi^ioo of Diatrict. Judges; and 
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(Hi) that rtiQse instructions as intei^r^tM Ky tJ^^District Judges 
adversely al^ct the disct^tion ^sted^nVh^ . subordinate 
judicials officers* by tLe^*Civil P^ceuure ? # 

* ‘ * 

^ (h) If the tiiswel'^ to (a) are in the,^rT^ative, are 'tfi© Goveru- 
nient considering the dewrat)ilirf,y®of hohli j ^ ^ an enquisyvinto the matter? 

^ ' • • * t N ' ' 

MINISTER in charge ^ JUDICIAL and LEQISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Nnwab Musharruff Jlossain, Kljai) Bahadur): (a)» 

(i) The Higii Court has issue<f a book called “M.i(nual of Practical 
Instructions for thcr Conduct of CivU Cases” for V^e gjiidance of sub- 
ordinate civil courts'. * a ‘ 

f . f f 

* ^ (ii) This is presumed to be^the ,ca«e. 

*(m) No. 

(h) Does not anse. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN:^. Fmtei wlial autlioruy nas me 
Manual of I’lactical^l^strutrtions for (he (yonduct^ of Civil Cases been 
issued? M'as it under section 121 of tlie •Civil Pr^ediiie Code or 
under the Letters IVitent or under the Government of wiffia Act? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF *H08SAIN/ Khan * BaKadur: 

1 want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA BEKHAF. BANYAL^., Were not the iKigh Court 
Ciiil itules and Orders considered to be injurious to the administra- 
tion of jivstice by the Bengal and Assam Ijawyers’ Conff'rence? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

1 am not aware of that as I w^as not present at the conference. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8FN: Has not the issue of the Manual 

raised a general feeling of discontent throughout the entire' province? 

* 

The H^n’ble Nawab MUBHARRUFC H088AIH, Khan Bahadur: 

I am aware *t)f the discontent and 1 have se«n several questions like these 
bslng put in the Old Legislative Covncil. < 

( 

Mr. DHJRBNDRA NATH DUTTA: Is :he lion ble Minister 
aware of the^ fact that ^since after the instiuctions hove been is'^ued, 
adjournments are never allowed by the civil courts? 

f 

t • 

The Hon’bla^eiwab MU8HARRUFF WO 88 AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I an\ not aware of it, but it may be the effect of such i^les. 
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Babu NAGINDnllUtlAXH SEN: What steps^ an^', have been 
taken by the for tjie redress of tlie jjrievancesP 

• f * ' V * • ' * 

The rtoa’WNa)wabi!MU8HA^RUFP HOSytiN, Khan Bahadur: 

So*far as ;t4kis » coi^'^ified, I have enquir'd jpout ^le defeets of iIiIn 
' manual and I have ukeii'told that»this is jreilf rally objeeted to. Th*%* 
I wanted to know wlytt hgt’^Tlle Depart nbent^eoiild jioiiit^out Jo me tlu^ 
rules or parts thereof which were Jujipose#! to be eetive. ho\\ - 

ever, was not forthcoming. shall take neVss^^ry action if it is brought 
to my ni)tice‘ thitt a particulai rub .•or jiait of jt has*been the cause of 

some trodble. 

I . 

Jute mills’ strikid. 

*73. Mauivi /bUL |?UASE»l: ' \\ilt the Hon’ble Minister ii 
cliarge of the Cmnmerce ami Tiubcbur Department be pleased to state— 

*** • , * • 

(/) the t^rms, if any, on (■yhich the jut^e mills strikes in May and 
0 June last were called off; an^ ^ 

(ii) the rssurances^ff any, given by the government in the matter 
•o« remedying ^the employees’ grievances P 

ftimSTBR in charge of COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. Suhrawardy): (i) and (ii) There were 
no terms dn which jute mills’ strikes in May and June were {•ailed oif. 
Most of*the mills had gope*back to wotk by the 7lh of May and there 
was no general strike in ju'ogress uT that time, {’ertain a^sufamtes 
were given*by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister on that datcy A cojiy 
of the assifian^esf is laid on the* -table. 


* Extract from the speech of tke Hon' hie the Chief Minister on the 8th 
May, 1937, referred to in the answer to clauses (i) and (it) of starred 
qumtion No. 73. 


The eitkployers have assured us that there will be n^victimisation 
for taking part in the t?Jrike op in trade union activities. If a ^ttle- 
ment is arrived ^t, and the wbrkei^ agree to resume work, the chance 
of a breach of peace disappears, and with it the n^ceseity for orders 
under section 144, Criminal Procedure Code, the imposition of which 
has«been force^ upon the Government by* circumstsftices which the 
Government have all along (^cplored. ^ 

The Government at% •anxious that a peaceful ^atmosphere .should 
prevail for ft satisfactory and speedy settlement of all disputes and I 
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ho'pe it will be possible to adopt a liber^^i p^li/jy rregapdlng all cases 
arising out of the spikes. Some, however, M thp^^mands of the 
labourers are such as rlquire careful invesmga(ioi ^aarf negotiation 
before they can be sMisfactorily de'j^lt with/l Th/?? question of wages 
^ifi^one of them. Then l^^ere are the powers of sardars and overseers 
fli th^ matters of appoinV^^ients a^^d dismissals, /^'hich hdve given rise* 
to grave ^!?J)u^^lls. such* an^ other cases'*db'^fe will be a thorough 
investigaftion, wliich will, I jfm con^dent, be satisfactory to all parties 
concerned. 


I can give the assqtan(?e oi^ behalf* '/f tlie Goveriithenb that no pains 
will be spaced to help labour and ca])ital t(j settle their long drawn- 
, out disputes and create a better atmo^s]>here foi; arriving at a lasting 
solution of labour’s i roubles. ^ , 

Mr, 8IBNATH BAN^FtJEE^ Is it m,t a fa(d that the assurance 
of the Hon’ble the Cdiief Minisbu- implies his arc'eptance of certain 
terms so as to give the CxoVi^inment a clijtnee of eoniing to*a setilement? 

i 

a ^ • 

Mr. SPEAKER: (Mer, order. T ou (*an draw your ..own concdu- 
sion from that but yours is not at all a qi^stion for the purpose of 
(dieiting further information, 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Has the ITon’ble Minister 
investigated a single (‘ase of grave abuse of power by the saidars^and 
overseers aftei' the general strik^^ was called oft? 

The Hoh’ble Mr. H, S. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes, sucli instances 
Ijave been brought to my notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is'the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter aware that prolonged negotiations had taken place between the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister and members of the strike committee? 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am aware. 

9 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Is the Hon bU Minister 
aware that on the 10th ^May last, wl^en the strike was called off in 
pursuance of the terms of settlement, - meinhers and leaders of the 
strike committee were allowed to go to tlie strike areas de.>spi+e prohi- 
bitive orders in older to call oft’ the strike? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8 UHRAWArdY: Ye.s. , 

Mr. NiHARE.ND^U DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Can the Hon’blt 
Minister stfll say now that there were no terms of settleihentP 
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Therg were -still- no terms 


.Mr. 8Y€D TIA_^ 

abuse of power*by 
the Hon’ble Tklinistei 


^O-bDIN tfASHEMY: /a.s any casj of g.ave 
JSrs and overseers, heei^rougfct to tbe not ice .of 


OrdA', order 


TT«* lias alreiul^/aiisweied <hnt 


Mr. SPEAKER 

question. 

J e V., KirWa] oi- l,e j,eml,n.Yase.s arkin/o,!^ of the strike was one 
oli the t^„s.juAodied.,n (he assnranee a« j^ell as in ll,e fo.nnu.ni.ine 
to Uie Members of tli^ Strike •Qomiuittee" 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWA^j; i,„„uld , al 

‘ assuraii(*(\s wlieif ] 


Tkr , , call tli(‘ lloirhie 

Members ^Lilentioji to the a.ssuraiire.s wliei/ he ^^\\\ (i,,,! that Ihc with- 
drawal ot t-asf's was not one ol,' jh(‘ assiuances oiv(d, 

• . • » 

th “^-N'^RENDU tXUTTA MAZUXIDAR.* ])o f understand that 

the Hon lje M.nnster denies (I, at (l,e wilhdiitrvl .d' (he pendin... eases 
was not in Hie terms of the settieinei.t and, if so, is it not a fact (hat 
aetw, ehunis.weie put fonft.rd l.y the llon'l.le Alinister that eerlain eases 
were to l,e withdrawn in piirsuanee of tl„t settle, iieitt of (l,e stiikei' ' 

The«on>ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAJIDY: It is verv diftienlt to -n. 
on answering- Muestions wliieh have afrea.ly heen answered. Nevertho- 
loss I nilUtill ca 1 tlie Hon’hle Meniher’s attention to (hf statement: 
liope, it wilkbe pos, Slide to. adopt a liberal policy refrardinif ^rll 

rrth^r'tr' 'T f’'”y 

"<11 that this doe, not mean withdrawal of all eases. 


Cases of victimisation of workers .in different jute mills. 

•7^ Mr 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will .the lion hie 
Minister in charge of the CoVirnerce ayd Labour Uepartine'nt be pleased 
to state whether it is a facf — • 

(i) that number o^ .a.ses ailsing otit of the Mst strike are pertling 
, .m flicdifferent courts iMid have not .yet heen withdrawn; 

(iV) that (iver 400 strikers of Fort (lloater J.te Mills, Seprihi 
SiBgh ot Fort AVilliain Jute Mills, 300 men in Niiddea Jute 
Mills';. 300 men in Belvedere Jute Mill and 300 men in other 
mins have been ^vlbtimised ; and 

(mi) that the assurance regarding institution^of « thorough enquiry 
ip the working of the jute mills, has not vet h^f r^ fnlfill.d P 
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(b) Do the Hon’ble Ministera concerned pi^o^e to^-ffiplement the 

P lit 1 • J.1 Q A C 


terms of settlement mih^iately ? 

(c) If the answer^ (b) is in the<jnegative,J 
be pleased to state theLreasons? 


• ^ ' /rt* ‘ 

5^i Ij/^the bL Minister 


r. h \. 


TRv Hwi'hle Mr. H. 9. SUHfiAWAMY : J^a) {{) Yes. 

(ii) So far aj.I am aware»tliere Save been no cases of victimisation. 
<6 ' ^ 

{ill-) I am niE^kii.t^;* iftt enquiry iiUo •t.ltje, conditions, of labour in the 

jute mills. * ‘ , , ' * 

\ * «. • * • * . ^ 

(h) I am not awar^ ot*«riny^ terms cfi* settlement. •Certairt assurances 

were given^by the Hon’ble|tthe Chief Minister Ion the Vjh M^s.vr’l^-^T*, 

, aihl /Iiese assurances have been ainply Jniplemoi^ted. 

(o) Does not arise. ^ 


Mr. NIHAREKDU DUTTA MAZUM[>AR: .Is flm lion blc Minis, 
ter aware that a communVaiiou, datf'd'* ihe . 14ih .Inly, tvas addressed 
to the Uoirble tlie Chief Mihisier making a i ej^eseni-atjoii against 
victimization of workerjr in the Nadia and othei .lnt«‘ Mills? 

ft • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: 1 jenieijbei that the 
llon’ble the Chief ^Minister was pleased to forward such representations 
to me. 

Mr. '8IBNATH BANERJEE: Is it not a tact that 4(K) workeis of 
the hort (Moster .lute ^Fills w(n‘(‘ not takfoi back to work aftm' the 
^•strike w^as called off? ’ . 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAf^DY; 1 ani not aw ii< oi tin., 
Sir, but 1 'do know that so fl^r as th(‘ Hon’blo Member himself is con- 
cei’iied he nmde rej)iesentations in this connection. Tt w^as pointed 
out to him that it any of th(‘^e strikeis made i epresentat ions personally 
fust to the c'mj)loyers and then let Coveriinient know’ that their re- 
presentations have been madi*, Jieir cases would be looktal into. So 
® .11 

fai’ as I am ciwaie no such laquesentat ion has been made by persons 
alleged to have been* victimised* 

Mr. NIHAREKDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is it not a fact that 
within 7 days of the visit of the Jlon'ble ^linister to Kankinara, 126 
employees of Anglo-India Jute Mills were dismissed? 

Mf. SPEAKERS Order, order: that hardly arises out of the terms 
of settVment. 
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Mr. NIHARENqUvpJLITrA MAZUMDAR: 6ut it has been said 
tliat there was case viAimization and I a^krng* 'whether the 
Hon’ble Mihkfipr i^wa.% thaf^ 126 workers the Anglo-India Jute 
Mills wer^ victiniiseoT 

Mr. SPEAKER: Wt (‘an you fV'y^iue tli^this was as a result* ot'* 
the last strike? 

Mr. r(IHAR&NDU DUTTA* M-AJUMDARt^^s. that is my eon 
tention. « 

The HbVi’ble Mr. h; 8.' SUHRAWARSY: I do leimmlur of 

my tuning ti^ Kaukinar\: byt*J*do not ^now wlu^i thVse jiersons Were 
dismissed from Ihe ^ifglo-Iivlia Jute I believ(‘ 1 liave received 

a report that cerjain persoys lunv Ixyui *diaiis»ed. So fai' as T am 
aware it lu?s*nothing t^) do Ti’hatsoev(‘r witlf the last strike, l)ut it was 
due to indiscipline and disoluMlience on the^part of the workers con- 
(■•(‘rned. • 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

tto which answers were laid* on the tat}le) 

Posting of officer ^t«the Eden Sanatorium, Darjeeling. 

• t • 

1. MaufSfi AFTAB H08AIN JOARDAR: (a) Will the Ilon’bh 
Minister in* cliii/Je of tlie Puldic Health and TiOcal Self-(jov(U'nmtflil* 
Department be plea.sed to state wlietlier only a Ibmgal Medical Service 
^officer is posted at ^he Kd(*n Sanatojium, Darjeiding? 

ih) If the answ(‘r jb (a) is in tlic atSirmative, will thu ITon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

• • 

(i) the qualifications nece.ssary foi this post; and 
* {li) the name of the inciinhent of tlie post? 

MINISTER in charfi;^ of PUBLIC 44EALTH - and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNP^EMT .DEPARTMENT ^he Hon’ble Mauivi Syed Nausher 

Ali); (5) and (/i) (/) No. Until very recentlv a sjieeially-experifjncjul 
officer belonging to tlie Bengal Medical Servic(‘ (Ijijx'r oi- Ijower) 
posstssing racfiological training *vas p<‘r(orming the duties of Resident 
Medical Officfc at the Eden y^ospital and Sanatfjriunq Darjeeling.^ 

• (ii) The present teiifpcfrary incumlieni is Dr. Yen Siifgh of • the 
Bengal Medical Service (Lower). 
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Principals of Training; ^ 

2i Dr. H. C. i^KH£Rill: (a} Is the Ponjole Miifiste^ in charge 
of the Education Dej^rtn^nt awarft — ^ //{ ^ ^ f 

(i) that of late ni^l)er8 of tiie Indian jt/ucationdl Service have 
be^n appoint^ as I^incipal^TT^ Tuning Colleges; and 

(u)^that experienced *and trained officers ^ with administrative 
expeipeiKb?. are available •fof ftueh appointments? 

\ : / 

(/>) If the answer io ^ (li) is in^the affirmative, *\fli at* a^e the reasons 

for appointing members uie Indian Educajional ^Service? 


MINISTER in chSirgeJ /;i . EDUCATJON \D€PARTKiENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fjulullffuq^:* (a) Yes. 

(h) The Principalships of Training Cbllege?- bemg “Special posts’^ 
in the Indian Educational Service, i.i‘.,* posts with dirty allowances 
attached, siudi Indiafi ^Educational S(*rvic(‘ otfic(‘r^* as are- eligible to 
hold them have prefereptial claims to su(‘b pos^s accordiiig to the ( rders 
of the Secretary of State. • 


Dr, H, Ct MU^CHERJIS* Is the llon’ble Minister aware that by ap- 
pointing 1. E. S. untrained officers as priiuujjals of the Training Colleges 
tl'(‘ work of tlie coll(‘ges is suffering matejiall;\ ? • 

* o 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that but 
I^’might make an enquiry. 

Mr. ABDUL BARI: Is^it in the contemplation of Government to 
appoint members of the 11. E. S. as Principals of the Training Colleges. 

• r 

f s 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HU^: There is a proposal bnjb it 
tas not yet been deluded definitttly. 


Posts ff Principals of Arts and Traini|?g Coll^eges. 

3. Dr. H.*C. MUKHERill: (a) ‘Will the Hon’ble ^ Minister in 
clKiTge of the Education Department be pleased to stale whether the 
posth pf Principals^of Arts and Training ColPegfes have been reserved for 
the memliers of the ftdian Educational Service? ’ 
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(6) If the ^nswar in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pieced to state — , • 

* • *. • X. .• . • • . * . 

(i) what ts the ;^inciple undoi^yiiig thd said j^olicy of reservation ; 

• . ' • / 

(ii) the reason foK’lot* uiakinjt ,any snch ieservafton in respect #£^ 
posts *of Drlpio^aUnspechws of S4iools? 


The Hon’Me Mr.' A. K. FAZLUL HUQ^ iv, 

(^) (i? ^ertaip posts* 'jhicli carried a specia'/pay in addition to the 
ordinary oi^okinmits of an officer h’cn* so re^o'v^'d for nionibors of the 
Indiali* Educatioi^al SoiTic«», ])y flio Secrotwrv of«Stafo for India. These 
are called special postif. * • 

^ * **• ** 

{n)' llet^anse liaise ^o nof cift-r\ the sf^ciid ]);•> referred to in (h) (?) 

above. * - * * 


Ministerial officers of the citil courts. 

4i Mri» fVERAJUL ISLAM: (d) Is llie H(M’l)le Minister in char^^e 

of the Judicial and Tiej’islaf ive Department aware— 

« * * • • 

(?) that tlie apprenticeshii) ifcriods of Ji lar<fe rmniher of niinisteriah 
officers of tlic ciNil courts are not couiilf'd towards their 
, pension ; • 

(ii) tliat on the iiitrofluct ion ot tlv* system ol tnm‘-scale of pay in 
19)32 the “period of apprenticeshi[)” was abolishiuf and in 
its ylfW'e the “jferiod of promotion” was introdin^ed; and 

Hii) that for tlw officers appointed after 1922 their period of jiroba-" 
lion is eounted towards their pension while thoFK‘ apjioirited 
before 1922*. are foj* ever debarred from enjoying tlie said 
benefit ? * 

(h) bo the Government intend taking any action with a view to 
placing the aforesaid two *|lasse8 of ministerial officers^on the same 
footing so^ far as the counting of their services before ^confirmation 
towards pension is concerned? 

• 

MimSTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Kon’ble*Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) 

(i) ^he apprSnticef^iip period of those who* entered seijice before 1922 
does not counJt towards pension. 

(ii) and (Hi) Yes. 

(b) No. • 
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Facilities for students of the schedule C9lte^4n echoole^and colleges- 


6. Mr. RASIK^AL BISWAa; Will % 
charge the Educa^n D^partmeni be pleasei 
^ any scheme in-the cwtemplation of the 

C^y^ipr tricing ^special faeijity ^ theslfw^j 



r • * 

on ’hie* Minister in 
state '^hether Uiere 
ent — ^ 

who are members of 


the Scheduled caiftes, in schools and colleges, both in the 
gener^ ?^4^chnical branchei;,and ^ 

(ii) for giving bett^ facilitW Jo the quARfied .yeiiths i?f the said 


community* \ ,\pin 
^Department? ^ | 


the services iti* the,* Education 


The Hon’me Mr. a. K|^aZLUL HUt): (0* Yes. A statement of 
such schemes is placed on |h^* Itibrary tabfe.^ - , , 

• » 

(ii) There are already jOovernment orders on this suldeet in so far 
as ministerial ai)point|nent8 age concerned. ’ A copy of the circular is 
placed on the Library t&ble. As regards po8ts#in the teaching branch, 
claims of (jualified candidates of the scheduled castes are duiy^!onsidered. 


Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: With reference to answer (?), is it in 
the eoiiGenqjhition of (iov(‘rnment to provide special facilities for.stu- 

denls of the scheduled castes iq schools aryl colleges. 

« 

• . 

, The Hoti*ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HVQ: Ite])reseatationrf5 have been 
‘received from immibeis of tht‘ scheduled castes and the matter is under 
th(‘ consi(l(*ratioii of t lovei-iiment . I miglit add tlia^ rejrresentations on 
this ])oint would always b(' given the utj|U)st cojisideration. 


Ranaghat.Jaguli Road^ project. 


* e. Dr. A/VLINAKSHA SANYAL: the Hon’bTe Minister 

in (;Dvarge of the (’onfmiirticatioifs and ^york.s J)(q)artment bi* ]>leased to 

state — • . • , 

• • 

(/’) when was* the Ranaghat-Jaguli Road project safiictioned; 

{ii) what ailiount was aflotted for the .same each year since then ;• 
whqn was the construction of th^ K)ad Jaken in hand ; and 
(iv) at \ghat stage ^is it now? 
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(h) Is it a fact that petals for the said road have been lying 
at the site? • . . , • * 

• • .V • ^ * 1 * 

(c) If the (h) is in tiv' affirmative, ^r how long is the 

same, lying? ’ * jV * • f 

{d) When iij the roi’djjlik^ly io be^completed^aid mtJde available for^ 
public use? • * 


MINISTER in charge ^>f COMMUNICATII^^ iihd \YORKS 
^DEPARTMENT (|he Hon’blQ Mahayaja Sris*Clv^dr^ '.^andy, of Kasim- 
bazar): (h) (/i Tn 1935., . * r t 

(/V) In lfV,h>3j),*Rs. 80,090. * In loaO-ai, 1>«. 30,000. The question 
of (urflter,, allotiuent dhritig the currei?T^fin{rnciul year is under 
consideration. * “ * 

(ui) Tn PebrTiar>\ lilOo. 

(/r) Kaitlnvoik in jai^ino* the ruaiMs'^pi .)^Te.'ising. (\)llcction of 
nietal and .s()ii‘n<.i' luicks ha.s* lie^ui partly made. Tin' work of coiisiruci ing 
iK'W culverts iuid bridges and^ improving tlie^old oiu"; is far advanced. 

(h) Yes. ' , t 1 

(cl 33ie^, stone metals were <'(dlected in tlie dlJ^ seasons of 1935-3() and 
1930-37. They ai-e lying ut tiie site since they were collected, as it has 
subsequently been decidod t« raise the road further bv earlhwork. 

{(h It is exi>(‘cled that the roml w’ill he cbmpleted W the end of 1939. * 


Dr. N^ALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: AVdth regard to laguli Ithnaghai 
Itoad Project, will the HotPbh' Ministe,r bi* ])lea8<‘d to state as to who 
will bear tliq loss du(‘ to the c(dlection of the inat(‘rials onwards lying 

le, the side ^if the j^'oad from 1935-30? 

* * .» 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

J do not know whether there has been any actual loss. 

DTc NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it the view of the IloiPhle 
iMinisier that if road metals are lyiflg by*' tin' side of^a road for nearly 
tuo years, there w’ill lie no loss to anybod} ? 

I 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8^18 CHANDRA NANDY, of* Kasimbazar: 

It miglit or 'might not he. ^ 

* * I ft I. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA §ANYAL:, Will the Government he justified 
in transfVrring the lo,ss to tlie contractors or will they transfer it to their 
ovii department? " ^ * 

fhe Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 ‘CHANDRA NANDY, bf Kasimbazar: 

As will njipeaf from the replies 1 have given the delay was due to 
avoidahle reasons but fi^iA information I have got so far no compiaint 
lm« been mafTe about the loss of any metals. * 
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THE BUDGET OF THE G0VERN‘S1E5^T.0F BENGAL 
■ • . FOR 1937-38.* ‘ 


• i 

^DEMAND FOR CRAMT 
••• 

p/yiT I. 


f^Ceneral AdrtiiTiistration. 

^ ^ • • * • . 

Mr. 8YED JALALUi^DIN HAShEMY: On informiulon, 

Sir, if tliis Paijy proposes io tifkot such «(\ long; .time 2h 

IjonrN, t1iS balance of the lime that will be sav^nl will not be muph for 
* yon to allow memlx^siof ijl g-roiips to luiVo a (‘ban^'e of expressing tbeir 
view-points ? * 


. • • * • 

Mr, SPEAKER: I think Mr. Jalalifcldin 'ITasbemy sliould have 
patience before I ask tlie fnembers to begifi tlie discussion. I pave made 
this ])reliniinary arnfii^’-emenf in consultation with the Li'aders of t]j(' 
different groups and in accordance with the wishes of the^ majority of 
all sections of the House. Tn view of the ffict tliat there should be an 
effective debate on the budget cut motioiFs, fids being/ili(' ‘first* year, 

• we have drawn u|i a progratnme which has b(‘en circailated to you. Ac- 
cording to this jirogramnie the (\mgress Party will initiate the discus- 
sion taking two and a half hours and they will be follo\^^ed by the 
Coalition Partv for one hour, b^ th<‘ Vnited *iS^at ionalist Ibirtv and sche- 
duled castes for three quarters of an hour and by the Proja Party for 
half an hoflr. In two days we will have six boujs tiniQ and T have 

• already allotted 4? hours. The balance will be an boiir and a quarter 
and that would be available to other members who Jo not bebmg to any 
of the groups, subject of course, to tbe^ discretion of the Speaker. Ill 
case any party is left out, it* will have one hour#s time but the balance 
of the time will not be allottej to aijy definite group but to the remaining 
members. I mi^ht also inform the House that there are four motions 
which the Congress party propo.se8 to take, up. 

• * I 

* The Hoif|ile Khwaja Sir NA*ZIMUDDIn: On the recothmendation 
of ^^His Excellency r the Govwnor P^beg ^(f move that a sum of 
Rs. I,18,d5,()00 be granted for expenditure under the. hfcad ,“25 — Gene- 
ral Administration’’. * * 

* 


Mr. MANIfrATHA NAtH ROY: *1 beg to move that the defhand 
be^ reduced by rupees one hundred. • * 

Sir, this is a token cut for the purpose of discussing the question of 
retrenchment of expeiditure. The question of retrenchm^t has never 
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been seriously tackled i by ^tliis^^ Government. Retrenchment Commit- 
tees were appointed, soleyin .promises were made; by Government, but 
they all practi<-3jlir^n(H5i in 'smoke. The quesildn has assumed a serious 
importance siuce tiie iArodtiction ofHhe present reforms in April last. 
Mr. It. ^aiker €nay* n^e the satisfaction to feel thaj he is the first 
elected Finance Ministerlof'this l^uvince. N. It. Barker m^v 

entertain great faith in umBense pcijfsildlities of the present cnnsti- 
tution, but lie must rtorfcu^ei that lib is alsp responaflile to rhe people. 
Jhe Hon’ble Mr. Naliui Ranjan Barker in the (;ourse of his iiudget 
&peeclnha(l renfavlj1?d that it ^oufd take some years to <ia)me, to tackle 
the jirobleim of natkvnal i^etonstiiuctigu. But 1 would ask him to look 
to the ("ongne^s^Pitivinces. There the coi^ ess 'Ministers who took 
office only the oth?r day lost no time in uj-kling the problems of 
national leconstruction/and th^y, have taken courage in both hai^ds 
to proceed v;^th ffhc question *of*rctrenchnien<. They C4ime into office 
only a month and a half ago and withhi this sl^ort^time they have done 
much more tthan \vhal our Ministers’ have done during the last five 
months. ‘ ^ 

Sir, retrencdiment is the only solution >to a motional reconstruction. 
Taxation has reached its' farthest limit, and it Js impossible to impose 
any further huiden. Mr. Barker’s policy in regard to the present budget 
IS in no way 4ifferent and is not a bit different from the poli(‘y of his 
prodecessoT' in 'offico, Sir Jo*lin Woodhead, to whom he has exjiressed 
his great gratitude. Now let us see what are the inaiif provisions under 
the Read ‘‘General administration.” It will be noticed that the problem 
of retrenchment is not at al] taken up; oiv the other Inind there has been 
an increase to the extent of Its. 2o lakns over the expenditure''of the 
last year. Whereas the expenditure during the last year was 
Rs. l,d7,2G,t)00 tht*. demand for the present year is Rs. l,r)d,0(S, ()()() an I 
there is a a saving of Rs. 8,47,000 this year in res])e(t of the general 
elections. That makes an increase of Rs. 25,00,000 over the figure ot 
the last year. To this (again, jyou will remember, a.s a result of the 
vote of this House on the Members’ Salary and Emoluments Bill, must 
be added another 15 or 10 lakhs roughly.’ It will be noticed that this 
amount exceeds the amount which would have been necessary if the 
suggestion of the Governmeifpt in that Bill had been carria<l out. You 
must romeiuber how, in order to securediighcr salaries for tjie Ministers 
themselves, ‘ higher salaries oand emoluments had to be “J-iven to the 
Members. There could rjot have been a w'orse form of conspiracy (..nd 
oorruptio^i.* Let us see what the other figures are. Under the head 
“Ministers” the present figure is Rs. 3,01,000 in placje of Rs. 2,90,000 
under the hea^ “Mmisters and Executive Couiicil Members” of' last year. 
To iSeet the opposition to the appointment of so many as eleven ministers 
it was said tMt although there had been a larger number of ministers 
the total expenditure uniei t\ie bead would in no way increase but here 
it is patent i^at the increase has been by about One lakh. «The second 
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increase is under Legislature. It i^ 15,000 in place of 

Ks. 1 , 05 , 060 . other words the figure has doubled, itself. It appears 
that the A.ssembly 'reqlir.es lls. 2,64'000 ifiid Qwrfwl Rs. 51,000. 
In tills connection^ may sugffest that thftre » no. need /or a second 
Cliauibf*r in tli^ Province. It was not at Jeedwl atid it is not at 

*ajl iKTessary. *It wasKinly ihiirsi* upon out* sloulders. During the last 
few da,^s we have notie.ed the sftihe inatt^debj^ed both in the Assembly 
■ and in tlie ('ouncfl^ 


Mr. SPEAK^ER: Order, ordeu. * While I do not \^ish'to rule out any 
Jiscussion as to the opinion of th^ Hoaise oft ^he«],K)sition the Upper 
Chamber I would otily .appeal to Members, so'loiig* ^ the Upper 
Cliamber^exists, to conduft the debate in such a manner as^to inai«tain 
^‘opdwill betw^n the two Chambers., 


Mr. MANMATHA NAra ROY: I did not mean any offence to the 
other Chamber or to its members 


The Hon’ble Mr. .H. 8. SJUHRAWARDY: Sir, /he existence of the 
Ui)i)er Chamber (ainm/i be attributed to the Ministry and so far as 
retrenchment is concerned it is not within the province tf’^rhis Govein- 
ment to make any retrenchment with regard Chgimbqr. I sub- 
mit therefore that the discussion is not relevant. * 


Mr: SPEAKER: It is really one of the most complica(e([, points as 
to the way in which discussibp should be earried on about the Upper 
House! I do not realise that then' is a statutory provision of doing 
nothing at* least for ten years in relation to the Upixu’ House, but I vlo 
Rot think that that debars a member from making cerftiin recommenda- 
tion or representation to the Governor, Viceroy or to the Secretary of 
State. In view of that I hold that it is quite permissible in a general 
way, wit^iout disturbing the#harmony tfiat should exist between the two 
Chambers, to debate that point. 

• 

Mr. MANMATHA NATH ROY: Durifig the last few days the e^^ine 
matter was\liscussed by the tjvo Chambers at different hours even of 
the same d;V^.'. AVhat is needed is that the/oice of the peop*le should be 
expressed by their napresentatWes. But for [Hat purpose two Chambers 
are not at all needed. , * 

f t 

With regan} to the Civil Secretariat, I f.nd that in place of 
Its. 13,08,000, the revised estimate for the last year,, the figure is 
Its. 17,68,000*for the current year. ’This means an increase of about 
fii;»© lakhs. In this connection 1 would suggest that fne Indian Civil 
Service sh6uld be provincialised. We have’sefcn also that the members 
of Hie Proyinciaf SeVvice have served as District Magistrates, have 
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eeiTed in the Secretarkit, Vitiv, ability, zeal and etlicien<;v’ ajid I do not 
think there is ai y necessity ‘of retaining the Indian 0ivil Service any 
longer. It is onty a relic oi' the ansient and dktiqnated days and there 
is n.o longer any nec^stity for retaining that sep^Vate service in the 
matter of the adniiiiistraticm of the (Toverinneiit. My Knropeah friends 
may misunderstand nn ]I()int of viev Init they ought not to forge*-^# 

A member from the European Croup: roulv ^^miled at his# remark 

on the new Constitution AcV. ' ' * 


Mr, MANMATHA NATH ROY; The hlnropean members ought not 
to forget that the number of Indians in tlie indian Ciidl Soi'dce is not 
inconsiderable. , It is high t'am* *tliat retrenchment is (‘ffeeted in that 
direction. 

There is another new iiein uiuh‘r this liead — the l‘ublic Service 
Commission. It is one of th .»Tiite elephants under the new Reforms 
and 1 do not know what etiiciene^ will he gained in having a se])araie 
Public Service Coumissiou. , 

Then, Sir. comes the item of “('ommissionv.s.” It may have l)een 
noticed by membeivs of this House that it was onl^ the other day that 
the demand tor Commissioiicrs was Ihrown out by the Assam Cegisla- 
ture. AVTiat are the i unctions that these ( 'oinmis.'-ioners discharge!^ 
They are no more than conduit J)iJ)e.‘^ from the District Magistrate to 
the Secrt tariat. A matter has to come from the District Magistrate to 
the Divisional Commissioner and from ^he Divisional ( ommissioney to 
the Assistant Secretary and ilien to the Se(;retarv and from Secretary to 
the Minivster. 1 do not see the fun of so many siKMCssive stages and 
the soonei- the post of Commissioner is abolished it is a relief to the 
finances of the (’OuiCry. 

• 

The next item is ‘^distriiT. administration,” sub-head “other estab- 
lishments”; there in place of Rs. 2,84,000 for last year there is a pro- 
vision of Rs, 17,27,000. Tt is said that this excess is due to the 
expenditure which lias to he incurred this year for the establishment of 
the Debt Conciliation Boards. Now, 1 cannot iielp sayih'j in this con- 
nection t}\pt as Chairman of the District Board oi llowrali have noticed 
that the selection of members of the Debt Settlement Boaids is not 
made on a right basis aid that in the matter' of sidection of the 
members there is considerable .scope for improvement. 

Then, Sir, the jiay of the ofKf'crs and their allowances should 
gradually he^reduced. Reduction to a large extent all on a sudden may 
caii.se hardship, hut I would ask the members of this Douse to see what 
•was done in Bombay only the other day. They effected a cut of Rsi 4J 
lakhs from the head of “allowances to officers” drawing mor^ ' than 
Rs. 75 a inbnth. In some provinces there have been proposals for the 
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reducticm of salari’ee on a graduated scaj|£ ^ cent, to 25 per 
cent, in the case of ofl&cers who drew salaries exceeding a certain 
amount. I would- ask the ^on’ble Finance Minister t^ll us when he 
proposes to introduce such reductions. , . , 

Now, one caimot but be amazed at the indifference of bur ’Ministers 
in <the matter of retrenchment, ^he Hon’bTe Ministers must appreciate 
the change in ^the outlook wliich is almost ifniversal — a change from an 
ideal of ^material p'lJtwer to ah' ideal of service. You must change your 
j)olicy and you must take courage to move in a path not trodden in the^ 
past. You muslfnot forget the -pledges that you gave to yo-tir consti- 
tuencies. You must not forget tJ^e undertaking 'that you ^ave them 
in the matter of reduction qf emoluments an4 salaries. ‘’The Hon^ble 
Mr. Sark^r must noi.-'-be so"' very anxious for '•‘{•ircutnspectfOn.” (This 
is' Jhe word tha>t he used in his budget speecji.) The Hon’ble ^ Mr. 
Fazlul ITuq must noi'be so very anxious for “careful handling.” I 
say, take courage in^ beth^ han^s and wbh determinal ion and grit 
proceed to tackle the problem of hational reconstruction.' You have 
the power. I believe it is beyond contiu^/ersy that our Chief Minister 
has promised dal aiid^hJiat. ^You must prbceed to finance adequately 
the nation-building departments which are simple starving. You have 
to shun your indifferenefe to this vital problem. You haye vO face the 
verdict of the country and do not believe that^your seats in the Treasury 
Bench are absolutely safe. ^ ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 may say at this stage that it must not be mis- 
understood that because the (hnigress groqj) has initiated thb debate, 
other iiarties cannot participate in it. 1 may tell the House that 
although the Congress party began the debate, other sections are not 
debarred from taking jiart in it. Mr. (losw’ami, I Wlmld like to have 
the names of your group in order, so that I may at the earliest oppor- 
tunity give them a chance. 

Mr. TULSHI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: I will not give you many 
names because thore are some cognate subjects which are grouped 
together. 

Mr. gPEif^Efi: vSo far as this amendment is concerned It involves 
all other amendments which dekxl with the same issue. 

Rfti HAREHDfA NATH CHAUDHURI: Ma^- 1 have my motion 
No. 7? • 

«Mr. SPCAKER: No, your umeudm^nt is covered by the motion 
iindes? discusaioa, so your purpose will be 8er»ed if you speak on this 
motion. 




*Zahur Ahmed Ch'^rndhury, Mr*.*[*M^lda N'^^rth (MuhammadaiV)).] 
Zaman, Mr. A. ,*M, A.*^ ’ [Hoogbly cum Serampore (Registered 
Facfories) Labour.] ’ *' 

I - Ql ^ ^,1 

*Cea8ed to exist as a member of the Bengal Legsa'iiiive Assembly from the 31st 
August, 1937. * ’ 
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Rai HARENDRA NATiq fcUA*UDHURI: Sir, after the able and 

elaborate speech of my lionomble Irieml ,Mr. Miliimatba Nath Roy I 
thinly I have very few w<?rds to add this* discussion. India with all 
its provinces has been ^resentinji^** since th^ last century the rare 
spectacle 6f*,a poor country saddled with one^ of the •most expensive, 
administrative systems in the VorhU Sjnce the yiception of the Indian, 
National Congress, Sir, preSdei\i after president*, whether Hindu or 
Moslem, Barsi or Christian, even days of mode^:^te" ascend, eucy 

.was pleased to draw the, *utteufion o| the \tovernmen^^ to the high 
admin istr^i\^e^ expenditure prevailing in country. Since the days 
of Raiiade oT Digby oi*Dutt there fias been no writer on Iiulian<M'oiiobiic8 
and finance of note, who has not dwelt on the point and has not criticised 
the Government of the (jiiy for its *indifterence to the question of high 
adniinislrative exiieiuiituie. Slr^ even Inside legisfiitures,^ legislators 
after legislators siiic(f ther^lays of Gokhale have also drawn the attention 
of the Governtnent* to tliis. n^atter. When thij; i|nestion passed from 
the Legislative Cliamhers to the jiiihlic platform naturally voices of 
protest became more indignant and demands Lw retrenchment more 
iii.sisteiit. Yet,''liow(‘ver jiersistent may hav(’VlM‘en*the popular agitation 
against this extiava*gant administrajiive exjK'mtitvire, the Government 
attitude has* always been «n« of indifference amC non-(dialance. Tliey 
Inne never (^ared tf) understand the public point of view and have never 
coiisitk^reff tin* question of retrenchment seriously. Kveii^when after the 
iiilioduf'tion of the Montagn-Chelmsford Reforms there was deficit 
budget after defi(‘it budget and budgets had to he balanced by imjipwing 
new taxes, retfeiichnieiil committees were fdnned, just to lead us to think 
that real retrenchment would he effected lint. 'Jieir nM-oinmendutions weil‘ 
never sufficiently heeded. Soon after tlie Montagu-Ch^lmsford 
Reforms the first ret^rencliment committee was appointed by the Gov- 
ernment with Sir Raj^ndra Nath Mookerjee as Chairman of that Com- 
mittee. That (‘oniiTiittee recommended a total retrenchment of Rs. 1,05 
lakhs taking all departmental ef j)enditnre*'^ into account, and far 
as General Administration is (Mmcerned they recommendiMl in particular 
a retrenchment of Rs. 17J lakhs hut, Sir, as^soon as th^^ purpose of the 
Government was served, namely, the new taxes tlmt liad to bo imj)()sed 
began to operate ai^d revenue-.-re(*eipts went uj) and tlm reiiiission of 
provincial contribution to the Government of India was obtained, there 
was a change and the large ^pro^^iises o{, r'uluction or iltrencfimeni 
faded away or rather thiy lapsq^d into smooth (txc'uses only. Si!<^ 
desjnte tli-t# recoiiimeiidations of Sir Rajeiidra Committee exjKmditure 
under head of General^ Administration alone progFiJi^sq^l by so rnurdi as 
24*42 Jakhs between 1921 and 1929-dO. Then, Sir, wlien after 1929 
the world entered upon an unpre(;edented period* of economic depres- 
sion and every head of our budget received a rude sliock and receipts 
began to'droy abruptly, then another Retrenchment Committee was 
tlmught of and in 19d2 the ?>econd Retrenchinent Committee was 
3 ’ . . 
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appointed by tbe Government Tiot with* aiiy iion-official Chairman who 
could be in favour of any,s,uch catastrophic retrenchment as the aboli- 
tion of the posts of ComiaissioEers and such other things, but an 
I.C.S. " Chairman was apointed and the Chairman was no other than 
Mr. Swan who* had inside knowledge cf the admihitjtration. The 
rfWan Committee agam recommemj^d a'' Retrenchment of 17*89 lakhs, or 
something like thal "so far as General Administration alone was con-^ 
cerned. A^ain, Sir, those i'efi^>lamendation8 Went unheeded and we 
find that in coite of tho>'e recoinmendafions Oie expenditure under liead 
‘‘Geneml Adminisiraliojr* .vent up by 10 *24 lakhs "Itjptwt eii 1929-40 and 
1947-48. .-'So during the previous period of Refoi'ms expenditure under 
“General Admin istmi ion” alone hade gone uj) by 24 ;JO jihis Hi *24 that is 
by 40 or 41 lakhs. Thai is. Sir, Vhe ^x^dani\tion of my eagerness to 
have this ihotion tabled. Not only tldit. Sir, we know thal there is 
not a single member on the-Treasury Beneh io-da'y who is not aware of 
these recommendation". Many of them weicon the non oflicial benches 
when these Committees sat and recommended. So ^\e conld have 
expected and reasonably expected that, those recommejidat ions would 
he kept in view in framing this budget and making demands for expen- 
diture. Hut, Sir^ .VC .s(‘c that the fprescnl lloidbh* Ministers — 
whether tlie FinuiK'C Minister or the llbme Ministei- or any of their 
colleagues — are behaving altogether like new inen in theii* ])laces as if 
they are quite unaware, of all these things. On tlie contrary, Sir, we 
see some very ominous indications of tiiedr atiitude. For instance 
both the letrenchment committees recommended that the (hbinet 
should be a very small cabinet of four or five meml)ers: ijistead of tliat 
we H(‘<‘ here a cubinet ot F members. Take another })oint. The Swan 
Committee reciunmonded that the ])ost' (»1 the l)e])uty Hresident shouhl 
carry no salaiy at all: in ])lace of that w(* have ])rovided some 4,000 
rupees 

Mfi SPEAKER: May I just iiiteVnipt lor a moment?' You cannot 
discuss the question ot emolument because that is a matter of decision 
by this I>egislature and does not lie with Government. You cannot 
say that it is tbe result of (h)vernnieut }M)licy unless you can show that 
Government is resi^nsible for the same and i\nr Legislature is not. 
1 hope you will realise this. 

t » 

c Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDhOrI: Therefore we see that 
there are ample reasons for coming to the conclusion that' the present 
Government is dete* mined to move on old lines and there is absolutely 
no change in its angle of vision. With these words, Sir, T rest.me my 

seat. 

/ 


Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sii, I must cou- 
fess that It is with a great deal of hesitation that I have risen to taka 
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part in this discussion. > Th^ objection tof the xetrenchment that this 
House is asking for is fey* the purposes of c^rriiug out activities which 
wouM benefit the* nation at large.^ During, the general discussion of 
the Budget, I expressed the hope that* the Cabinet would give us 
pome indicatiop of what nati^n-biiilding actifities they were to'C^rj’y.* 
•ut during their administj^ition.* ‘It ^s; Sir, a^ matter* of regret that 
• ^neither in this IB)U«e, nor by nb:!g)%gf communique published ^in the 
papers, no member of tjig Goijexnment has given us 1h> slightest idea 
‘of'what nation-building hetivities they intend tw carry out during their 
administTa4ion. ••(\)rise 4 iientlj, Sir, I find a great deal of^itHcu^ty in 
carrying on discussions in connection witli the Budget. Ai the same 
time, Sir, it cannot he forgotten t\ui’ Miere i*re many kinds ot activities 
which are well-kilown ^hat t^ie Cahinet* has to caiTN oiif in order To 
benelit the people at,largt‘: industries have^to be spread, agriculture has 
to be improved, eJJucatign has to h(' carriXl in^la^gcr measure, meflual 
and sanitatio^i reltefs have got to be given \) the ])eople. For all these 
purposes mont‘y is required. It iskjiiite true. Sjr, that the Budget lias 
shown a surplus of d4 lakhs of r\p(‘es. Aiter^all the Bills that we 
have passed in*this*IIouse \ do not know, Sir, ♦loj^v much is left of the 
44 lakhs oj^ rupees at tlyt»%)rese!it stage, hut ?ven assuming that 44 
lakhs would still he left to us 1 consider that the mone,\ thus leit will 
be f(Mnid*1o Re too short for j In* purpose (d’ .carrying out those henc- 
ficient activities foi* which peo])h' are clamouring. Then how arc* those 
activitTes to be ('arried out it retrenchmeut be not effected in j^^gard 
to the admiiHstration of this province!'^ Sir, I doubt wliethc-r thcMc is 
a single Minister ])resent here* who has not in the (‘oiirse ot his ]>uhRc 
life insisted on retrenchment b^ing canied out in regard to aebuinistra- 
tion of this proviiR*e ami Sir, this House* is entitled to know from 
Government as to \^1iat steps they intend to take to carry out the 
tilings that the> demanded in the (*ourse ot their public cnic'c*!’ hc'lorc they 
became Ministers, I believe, S?r, that before this debate is f^iiished 
we shall get some indieation of what the Ministers intend to do in order 
to make money available for the purpose of tjie nation-building activities 
before they resort to additional taxation. I do not know lipw much 
room there is for tthe purpose of levying additional taxefl from the 
people. 1 a«i myself a believer in the hel^pf that there ^ not much 
.scope for any additional tjjxa^ionf If iffition-lgiil^ing activities are 
to be carried out it must be doite ^y means of retrenebment on tl7e 
existing ^Idministration of the province. When, Sir, we ask for 
retrenchment, we cerkiinly do not a.sk for retrenchment in the total 
expenditure, fos it would plea.se us all if the total expe^iditiire could 
be increased much beyond the present extent that the expeiuliture 
should be incurred in nation-buildiifg activity and not simplt? in carry- 
ing on the 'Judicial admihiatration or the Police* administration or 
. similar administration of the province. It is not, Sir, the*^trenpth of 
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votes that *will keep the Miifistry aJive^eitfier'in this province or any- 
where else. It is on tl|e strength of the "nation-building activities that 
they take up in launching dpon neW x>rogramme8 foi the benefit of the 
people that they will demcinstrate their efficienby. It is^oh these pro- 
grammes that their strength and iheir life “will ultimately depend. I 
doubt not, Sir, that it is because ol the stioytness of time that has been 
at the disposed Gf thl&. Ministry that they have not been able to tell uri 
so fai^ what prr grammes they have in their minds, but I hope, Sir, that 
before this dis.ciission Js finished this House will be„told what is their 
progjamme d)oth as regards retrenchment of existing expenditure and 
as regards increased expenditiire on those activities to which we are 
lookinf^ forward. There i\re sev^^iial, itenis^ of retrenchment and one has 
teen mentioned by Mr.. Manmatha NathcRoy, namely, the abolition of 
Commissioners of Divisions. I belie. e, Sir,, I ^m entitled .to state 
that even the old GovenimV nt admitted repeatedly that the Commis- 
sioners of Divisions are i»‘) longer required. That post was created 
at a time wlien the wlnde province |vas administered by one Lieutenant 
(lovcrnor with tlie hid]) of \\ few S^yretanes ; after that,. Sir, the Execu- 
tive Councillors and Mi^dsters numliering^ seven milh the help of an 
additional niimln^r of 'Secretaries iise<l to ptirry on the administration. 
Now, Sir, we have eleven Ministers and perha])s we ‘shall have 11 
ParliaiiKUitai \ Sccretai i(‘s and 11 Parliamentary I'nder-Scoretnries with 
th(‘ hc'lj) ()1 wln/m and with the htdp of S(‘cretaries • they can certainly 
carry on the administration of the province in a much better manner 
than the Lieutenant Governor could do with the help of the 4 or 5 
(Commissioners that he hadi I hojie the Ministry will soon decide to 
abolish the Commissioners that still exi/jt as a relic of the past and for 
whom nobody can claim that then* .is mucli use. * Similarly, Sir, the 
Ministers, if they investigate ])roj)erl\ , will find that there is expen- 
diture in other directions that can be cut down either by appealing 
to the Secretary of State, for example ,‘un regard to the Lee Concessions, 
or there might be other expenditure which they can control themselves. 
But in any ('vept, Sir, whether /they affect the present salaries of the 
I. C. S., or other superior services or not, it is the duty of tlie Cabinet 
to see that retrenchment is exercised in order that money may be 
available to benefit the people at large. 

At this stage the House was adjourned fijj' lo minutes. 


{After Adjournment.) 

Mr, SHAH ABDUR RAUF: Sir, with the reforms of 1937 
everybody expects that something will ba clone to ameliorate the con- 
dition of masses, to give them medical relief, to drive aVay ignorance 
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by the introduction of prlmftVy eduiation aj\d all that. * During the day^ 
of the Montagu-^!?helnisford Kefortns evw>il) 0 (^^* cried^ hoarse for the 
improvement of the natmn-buildin^ departnfents ; but* unfortunately 
the Minister]? in char^. of the nSftion-buil^iiig departments in those 
days^30uld’ n*ot do much to Ameliorate the condition of the people. With 
tie advent of tlie new refonns everybo<ly expectg that this time at any 
^ate the natioii-building d'epartiip<^iits will not be Starved ])ut that they 
will be sufficient!;^ well fed, so thal \t will really be fciiml iliat*some- 
•thiiig is being doi\^' for tl^e* improvement of tlfe masses, ^ir, we require 
money fo^ agriculture,* primary ejlucation, and for giving l^edical relief 
to the iieople. But.where is t*lie money to ctime fromr^ \\^have seen 
in the Budget th*ht there is small surjdus lyid a ])or<ioii of which has 
been taken away by tht» Bills^recently passed by the Asse^nbly in this 
sessidn. . We require inoyey for4he departments of Agriculture, Eiluca- 
tion, Public' Health and industries. But Vie ({iiestion is where are we 
to get the luciney «!roni. Sir* taxation is of fhe ({uestion. If you 
begin the reforms with taxation, iiuno time \ou will hei’ome unpoimlar 
and you will not be able to face \oi\r constiyiency at the next election. 
Therefore, the •onlvicourse is to find moiiev froih somewhere, p(‘rhaps 
from the receipt sid(^ and 4jien to^ltili^e it in 4he lH‘st |)ossihl(* way. 
So (Jii the (pidstion of retrenchment 1 wholeheartedly siqiport th(‘ caii 

motiqp oii my* friends. 

• 

Sir,* there are various departments which require overhauling^ If 
you take the Piducation Department, 1 t};ink we shall find that*there 
are some redundant posts, k may say Ijiat the jiosts of the Su\/- 
divisional Inspectors of School.‘^may be very conveniently abolished and 
a number of * suh-i^ispectors increased in order that eflicieirt super- 
vision may be exercised over the primary schools. 

Sir, much has been sa^d aboiMt the abortion of the Divisional ('om- 
missionerships. Those who were in the first term of the old n'Auncil 
know that since 1021 — when I had tjio honour of lieing a member- - 
there has been much more talk about doing*away with the posts of tlie 
Divisional Commissioners. Long lb years have passed luit* nothing 
substantial has been done. Tfierefore it lies with the C'ahimd, ti) see 
how far they'can aca-edr* to flu* wmhes of^tli^ Hfiuse, to d^away with 
the Commissionerships. Muny questions will arhie Tis to how to uliliftf 
the staff oj the Commissioners. The^l* are very serious questions whicli 
will require to be seriously considered by the Cabinet before they can 
do anything in this matter. 

Sir, in the Police Department I wo\ild suggest that the p(v<ts of t^ie 
Deputy Superintendents may be conveniently abolished and fhe dirties 
now performed by them may* well be done by the»InftJ)ectors and the 
necessary number of Inspectors be increased. 
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Sir, as regar(f8 Circle Oncers, I 8lrDul3 also tkink that they are 
unnecessary. They are^ nothing but frie<nds, philo8(fi)h€s^s and guides 
of the President Panchayatft. Their main duties life in checkingv the 
accounts of the union boar/ls which*''can very c^nvement^V be done by 
auditors of the^tDo-operative Department af much lower cost. There 
are many items in thecBudget w'hich if gonp through carefully may b^ 
cut down anjj mone;^ can be saved if due consideration is given to* 
them.'' Then wiien it is tlie wisS‘ of tl^e House thal; there should be 
some retrencli^ent in orcler that money may be , saved for nation-' 
building de^rtments, I thinK it is tl(^ duty of 'the Cabinej/'*if I may 
say so, ju/t^ to appoint a committee to find out what retrencliments are 
possible in the exp(‘nses of the admipistraj^ion . Otherwise the Cabinet 
null be unpfcpular and attem]>ts are being mifrle from some quarters 
to make tlie Cabihet unpopular. But we are li^re to see that the 
Cabinet works properly an^' catches tlie iimiginati'on of the people. 
Therefore money must be ^Aaved somelioW, so that -the ^linistry may 
show that something tangible lias Pieen done and tin* ]TSM)ple will see 
that the\ hav(* got a s(*t of^Ministei/. avIh) are anxious to (hi them good. 

Sir, there are nnwn things which sliMild he considered by the 
itetrenchmeni ('ommittee. 'Jdierefore I ho'[)e'that the (Vil)(net will be 
j)leas(*d to apiioint a I’etrenchment commiltee vei’.\ shortly consisting of 
both o(Ii(!ials and non-otbcials, so that e'liough moneN ma\ Jie sa\bMl to 
foster education and give medical relief to the people. About primary 
educUtion I would sa\ that ever\one almost all of us, here have given 
a ])h'dg(' to oiir constituency tfiat W(' will^se(‘ that the Primi^rN Kducation 
Act is introduced very soon.' Sir, it is nearly six years since the P.rimary 
Education Act was pass(‘d ; nothing unfortunately hac been done. 
Only some s(dK)ol boards have been established apd this state of things 
should not continue, as nothing can be done Avithout money. 1 wouhl 
therefore re(]uest the Cjibin^t to see ^fhat the Primary Education Act 
may 1"' given effect to immediately, without taxation. The Hon'ble 
Nawab Bahadur of Dacca in his speech delivered in May last at the 
ToAvn Hall of Kftngpur sai(^ that the Primary Education Act would be 
brought ,Mito force Avithout any further taxation. Of course, it has not 
been jiossiTile for him to do anything oAving to circumstances over which 
he has no (tpntrcd. EverybodA gave some sorts of ho])e*fo the peo])le 
and it is time that, these hojies should be i^ilfilled. 1 understand tlie 
^'abinet has got great ditticulties .to 'overcome. 1 understand that the 
Oabinet is hampered^ in its Avork. My learned friend, Mr. Khaitaii, 
has conqilained 'that he has not seen a programme of their work. 
Of course tlivy have not got a direct programme', but I ' think 
they will .adopt the programme AAdiich has been outlined by the coalition 
group. I vsympathise with the Cabinet because the Ministers have not 
liad time enough during the last five nfbnths to really look to these 
thipg§, as, they Avere disturbed by the Opposition. I w/)uld ask the 
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* * • 

Opposition to allow th§ €abhie4 sufficient ^ime and after that period if 
they do not sho\^» any willingness •to ameliorate* the condition of the 
peopl^, we sh^l join haifds — — (Mi* SANT(»;ii Slumar feASU : Will five 
years do?) with the Opposition. 

Mfe SPEAKER: Heinjafortli TO hiinutes vfill be given to each 
• speaker. 

Or* N^LIWAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I rise to aeeoSJ my whole- 
hearted support to rtie* cut motion j)roposed by my H(m'|j)le ffieiid 
Mr. Maniiiatha Nath Hoy. 1 do this as much to draw the attention of 
this House to the (’ong^ess jtrogramme* (d' administering t^e atfftirs of 
file S^ate with the utmo^it pos.M^^le economy as to draw your attention 
to tlie demands of*t}Te vArious groups amWectioiis of our countrymen, 
of whatever creed and whatever (aiste the\\elohg*to and of the ])eople 
at large in tlijf villages as well as in the towns of Hengal. This has 
been a demand,^ Sir, which has bee^ ])ut forwaiat year in and \ear out 
both in the old. legislature as well as the lehislakire even before that, 
because we have all felt and^Telt very keenly that*jl1e system of admiiiis- 
tiation intr(hbic^ed in Indid l*y the Hritish has been one ot an extremely 
unbalance^l character. My esteemed friend, Mr. P. N. Hanerjee, laid 
belore you few days ago the comparative •expemlitijre incurred in 
Japan, .France and some other jirogressive countries; and (‘oinpared 
with that the exjjenditure that we have incurred in India a])pet?fs to 
be nothing sljort of a sheer vva*stage. J dn^w attention to the need for 
economy and retrenchment as nni(*.h to finance the beneficent activities 
as to stop wastage of ])eojde s resources in directions that* can be 
pievented. J have juyt drawn up a few' statistics of ex])enses on some 
Wads during the last few \ears. I would like the House to see how' 
in s})ite of insistent demands fi^mi time Jo time the ex])enditur(' on 
certain departments has gone up very much beyond reasonable limits. 

"With regard to (leneral AdministrAtion,, the expenditure in 1917-18 
was only Rs. 2o,8d,00(); that expenditure smldenly jum])ed up after 
the Montagu-Fhelmsford Hefoyms wuis introduced, and in •1927-28 it 
came up to l^s. 1,17,44,000. Hy 1987-48 it has soared umso high as 
Rs. 1,53,00,000. The expenditurf on J»ils in 1927-28, i.e., 10 years 
ago amounted to Rs. 33,^9,000.* This year the f)udget provision fe 
Rs. 44,49,000. Under Police, the department which T dare say has 
been very greatly criticised year in and year out Tor Uie huge w'astage 
of resources, tW expenditure in 1917-18 wuis Rs. 1 ,20,00^000' only ; in 
1927-28 it w'ont up to Rs. 1,85,00,000; now' *it has soared pp to 
Rs. 2,28,00,000. Though there haw been a small saving or a smfill 
retrenchment of Rs. 70,00(T this year, yet, compared wjth the previous 
. increase the induction is absolutely illusory. 
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Sir/ in 'the Beneficent departments* onMfie -other hand, i.e., the 
departments that go t(^ buiM the nation* and the * departments for 
strengthening 'which the co\mtry lias been crying hbarse from time to 
time, we find on the contr^y a very sad tale of* negligence — negligence 
/•eflected almost* in every sphere. , ^ • 

Sir, in 1017-18 the*|jrovision Vnder “Edijcation” was Rs. 81,00,00(Tj 
in 1027-28 it*wcht up to Rs. l,37#8(i,0(J0 ; and in d93'4-38 it still remains * 
near that figure, namely, ,Rs. 1,37,70,000. hu fact, if the total amount 
is calculated /^-e find tliat there ‘has been a slight /.E’op Jb.y Jls. 16,1)00 
under tliis^^ad from 1027-28 to 1037-08.' If, dui;ing*-fhe last*10 years, 
this has been the achieveiiieni, of course, (lod will tmb/ help us and our 
poor population who are* claiiKiuring for j^^iinary education and an 
Extension oV the facilities ilia! can imjst mjurally be demanded by 
people when they think of sTlf-govern*ment. ^ ' 

Sir, under Medical I'elieJ^ there has be^n art increase of 5 lakhs only 
— I have combined the ]ne<lical and Public llealtli Ij^feads together, 
because th(‘se two are* allied. j 

Sir, under Agric?i^ture and ('o-operaiion tlie , amount provided in 
1027-28, i.e., 10 yearf^* ago was Rs. 22 Ivkhs. It has gone up to 
Rs. 23,68,000 and that also includes the new*])rovision ft>r*J)ebt Settle- 
ment Hoards and some additional expejiditure which has# been provided 
for various thkigs w'hicli really do nol come under the 'category of 
perinanent and recurring improvement grants. ' 

' f. 

Under ‘Industries’ again,* the amount has gone up from nearly 11 J 
kiklis in P)27-28 to Us. l(i,(/0,000 and urtder ‘(3%!! Works'* the expendi- 
ture has gone up from Rs. 1 ,11 ,00,000. in 1027-‘28 to Rs. 1 ,31, '00,000. 
We have been told in reply to a (juesti(ni put by me Aj the Ilon’ble 
the Finance Minister a few days back that on ac'count of the new 
Reforms, that have been introduced there has been a regular increase 
in recurring expenditure to the extenpof Rs. .19,00,000 in this province, 
and far as this year is c^mcerned there has been an additional 
expenditure provided for bringing up that total to the extent of 
Rs. 20,36,000. 1 submit. Sir, that the need f or economy and retrench- 
ment was never felt more keenly than to-di/v, when on account of the 
expansion of deinocracy Ave have to pioA’Ide for new things and services, 
and Avhen the Upper House and for this LTouse, for the Ministers’ 
^nd memi)ers’ salacies we IniAe to find acblitional money from s<Ame 
source or other. I am not criticising the decision, of this''IJouse as to 
the payment of s^ilariys to members or provision of high salary for the 
Ilon’ble MinistefS and other officers of the Stat^. I submit. Sir, that 
the need for«-economy has been all the greater because extra expendi- 
ture has hecome necessary. I .S5iy that in addition to these, we find 
that there’ are numerous other possible items for which demands may 
be nxade but which are not now before Ms and for which the Budget 
does not make any provision just now. We apprehend ‘ tjiat in course • 
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of time — in two or tlir^e * mcsiths’ tim€|— we should have a • supple- 
mentiiry budget l^rouglit up*befofe this *11011^6.* I realise that there 
may > be a clamou?' for Cuilding adother Hohse for the'' Upper House, 
and an auioirnt fur tha*t.purjx)he ildiy be dwuaiided from us. I realise 
that, as fh^ Hou’ble Mr.* Sarker himself ha^ jK)inted' out, there 
teen no provisiou in the present Hudget for ad^litioiial .expenditure on 
•the salaries of mem|)ers add for increased provision fvi' the salaries of 
Ministers. That, •also, will have tb ^e provided for. Ta\ing aU these 
. thjngs into tonsi^eialioij,’ Sir *il woujd perlftips not be very wrong for 
me to a.'v^iihe thaf the total expeinlilure under this hel^C would go up 
nearly to fiall a crin^, b\ the* end of this year; and in ordtX^ thatMhere 
should be no uiylue pressure ujxui the jHHir tax-payers of this country, 
it is very neces^iry thaj the^e should be retrenchment started straight- 
away. I submit that when wV demand this economy and retrenchment, 
tliere is not the ^vltghl vst desire •on out, part to accuse the present 
Cabinet for wny Heglig\*iice^ on their pai\no>' fiir the actions of the 
late (joverniBent. 1 submit that -as \et n is a (jueslion of omission 
and not one ol commission. ^ I li^d that th(M(% is a good lot foi‘ the 
present (lovenmient to do. Let us hear t%-da\^from th(> Ministry oil 
the fkMir of this Ilofi^e what* they propose t^i do^viJji regard to iidremdi- 
ineiit. I must aKo suhndt'in tlu' same coniiecr^on that meie ])romises 
or assuiances will not do. \\ (* would like that these promises are 
impl«meitted "definitely hy sonie action or oyier. We have had from 
the lips of the HoA hie the Finance Ministm' long prohiises about this 
question of retremdiment , hut at the same time he has said that nojlbing 
could lie done immediately, AVell, there are diffieailties ; there will be 
difficulties. If the TToiiTde Mr. Sarker is'prepared to take this Jlout^e 
into his confidence, let him appoint, as my fi'iend on the other side, who 
is a sup|)orter of th^ present (fovernment, jioinlcul out — lei him take the. 
House into his conMence and proceed to retrench expenses at once* 
lind straightaway, just as the Ministries in the Congress jirovijices have . 
done. Let him at once 8,tart aiu'^ion on th?s matter, just io let us know 
what actually he means by his jiromises and proposals for retrenchment. 

Sir, I would not take much of yo’ur time, Imt I would like to say 
only this that so far as civil administration is concerned, thifj province 
has one of the most expen.sive administrations. From c-omparative 
statistics I notice that while Bengal in had to sr«nd ]‘h4 per 

cent, of her general rev^eiiues General Admniistrauon, Bombay 
spent 7*5 per cent., the Ignited •’Prqvinces 11*4 per cent., the Pun]3b 
9*2 jier e'ent. and so rm. 1 say that (here iinisi lx* some time wIhui, 
somehow and througl» some method, we shall he’ahle-»to effect economy 
and retrenchment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I wguld like to know the views of the Leader of 
the Congress Group whethef he would desire me to bring the discus- 
sion on this motion to a close at about 5-45 p.m., so tl^t tlje pext 
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i 2 U>tk)n may -be taken up. If ^hat is^bek* would suggest thai 

the Hon ble Finance Minister or the ®on*ble the Home M^inister mighl 
immediately rise up to repiy%, and after that T shall put the motiop tc 
vote. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANpRA C0a.WAMl:“ I have no objection, Sir. 

* * ' * . 

Thft Hon’bV Mr. NALINI ‘ ttANJAN SAfikeR: Sir, I quite 
appreciate the feelings of^the members of fljis House in regard jx] 
retrenchment^^ the administmtive cost ^of the 'Govern nlent^. Sir, it 
we have iiq^ndicated any scheme of retrenchments in the budget, it is 
not because we are indifferent to it or that we do not appreciate the 
necessity for ^retrenc'.hment,*hut because wifli th‘« time at our disimsal— 
very short time at^our dis}K)sal — it w^s*m>t jJossible to consider* the 
question of retrenchment. I^hall also be ableVo show at adater stage 
of my speech that, s<i tsir Bengal is cqnce^ned, a lot* of retrench- 
ment has already ])een made' and this leaves less scope for retrenchment 
than is usually believed** Sir, administration is expensive all the world 
over, and no country ^uin (^aim that it has attained an jdeal stage of 
economy, so that thei-e^is always room for •economy and retrenchment 
in every country, of course, imduding Befi*g*»L We, tqo,, appreciate 
the need for retrenchment, and Government’s policy is that, so far as 
the imporiiUit dejrirtmeqts ot Government are concenied— 1 mean 
General Administration, Administration of Justic:*e and Police — we 
shall Vi^uiselves juepare memoranda on the lines of the debate in this 
House suggested during the general discussion on the Bmlget and on 
tiro demand for grants. Wv hope to Rave complete proposals for- 
mulated at an eaily oppoitunity. We want tn) hold a confeience of 
^membei’s oi this [louse befoi'e the nex.t Budget is papsented in order to 
discuss across the table what are the lines on whkdi retrenchment can 
be effected, as well as to analyse and discuss the difficulties and* 
obstacles towards effecting •retienchnYent , and also to arrive at a 
s<olution On the liasis of such discussion. S<r, Sir, (jovei'iiment is not 
indifferent to pioposals for retrejichment. On analysing' the Budget 
estimates it will be found fhat if retrenchment has to be effected it 
will have ‘'to be mostly in the direction of the salarjes of the existing 
Government servants. So far as future and new entrants are con- 
cerned, the previous Govehnuent has reduced •their scales of pay to 
sqph an extent, viz.*, 1 a' about lb per cent.f* that as a matter of fact 
the salaries are now lower than th^ salaries that are in vo^u^ in other 
provinces even those juevailing in the Congress provinces. As the 
House knows, 8if, under the Government of India Act, we cannot 
touch the salaries of the, superior services; so we can oiTly lay the axe 
Clip the pr-Qvincial and the subordinate services under the control of 
this ^Government. But, Sir, whethel it is desirable or not to cut down 
the salaries of the existing officers, that V'ill be a matter which will 
have to be Jiscusse4 ftt the conference proposed in order* ip oome to a 
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conclusion on this mattw.* I •think, Sir| I have be*en able to make 
my position cl^r*so far as G/)vernfuent’8*polic,^ in regard to retrench- 
ment is concerned.* * * * * 


^ . •* • . 

Then, popiing to the st^iteinents made by different members of this 
Housb, I wa*s very much disaj^i^ted to heiir*the speec*li of my friAid 
^r. Manmatha Nath Roy. ,*AVhen d member of his imsition and stand- 
• ing and one reprej^eiiJting the Congress Jhirty was mitiiftin^? tlie debate, 
I thought that it wou\d .be fe^illy helpful to Government ift that 
coifstructive.suggg'jtions *would be received fiom him. ^Vt the outset, 
Sir, I sbdiild fiketto lo'ipg to ^oiw noti(‘e — perliaps you col^d not (jatcli 
his words at tlie time — that lie said tliat we perpetrated oomijition by 
increasing tbe s^ilaries of tli^^ members of t[ie liCgislature in order to 
get our {)wii salaries iiftaeased. Sir, my knowledge of jdie hmglisji 
language is very, very limited, j 1 have been trying for the last half 
an hour to find a |)i()per’ word -as to bow iVl describe that .sort of state- 
ment, and T tiil i/i do «>o in» terms -ot language Hial would be Parlia- 

mentaiN. I can only say (hal ibis is n most untrue statement. It. is 

the members oi, this Itouse \\bo noIimI a salar\ '^ligluu' than that jiro- 
posed b\ Us, tA VOTC'K FROM IllF (h)\(,UKSS lU.NTlIK.S- I lollie-t llTUSt . ) 

Then, he also complaiiKal itiai we 'are indifferevit* to formulating any 
(■(mstriK tive‘ j^iogramme siu h as lias been initiated in the (kingress 

provinces, I ^submit, Sir, T have not yet seen what other provinces — 

the ("'ongiess provijices included — hav(‘ dorte t-owarijs initiating a 
programme of recionstruci ion on a larg'e scale. 1 have .seen only one 
Congress province whose (io\ernment lias ordereil that hhaddar sifonld 
be worn by a}i *its officers. ( M^r. Kiimn S\M\\if R \Y : Tlu'y have not 
juejiarial tlieir budget as yet.) J’or the information of Mr. Kiraii 
Saiikar l{a\, Sir, 1 might say tfiai the liombay Government lucv already 
presiuited its ibiidgei*. Our |)olic\ also, Sir, is that, liidian-mad(‘ goods 
a, 11(1 ])art icularly Bengal-made goods sbonld be used in all Governimuit 
departments. ^ ^ 

Then. Sir, in tbe Congress eba-tion programme and also in the 
speeches of its President, Pandit Jawabar I^al Nebni, scaling down of 
deibis of (iiltivafors was a viuy important* item of Ibe programme. 
Tlioiigli we are not a (^mgi(*ss Afinistry here, we, loo, luivi* started 
operations tor sealing down tlw* debts of tbe agriculturists which are 
So burdensoifi^ ; but, Sir„ a solution of this problem ennm^ be re^iclied 
overnight, and I do not tl^iiiik t?lat any* f’ongrpss, province, too, ba.s 
solved it overnight. We have s*tarp»d organizations tbroiigbont. the 
whole ])romiice, and we hope that within a year or two our arrange- 
ments for scaling do\\^ debts will be comjdeted. *Mo*t of tbe Congress 
jirovinces have .not yet made a start even. , 


Another item in the Congres.s jirogramine is to amend tbe^*land l^jvs 
of this country so as to g^ve relief to the tenantry. In this province, 
al.so, tbe Government are sliortly introducing a BilF to ^ amend the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. Further, the Government propose tQ appoint a 
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Commission' to go into the -various intricate questions of land laws in 
order to find a solution ^of ft Variety* of pl-oblems. (Mr. C. Gupta: 
Why not a committee of *tl^e whole House?) * 

Then Sir, as I have made it perfectly clear in my Budget statement, 
t'heft’e are other matters also engaging ouy attention, vi 2 ;., the qu^tion 
of adult education and •free comptilsfiry prinigiry education. I may saj"^^ 
Sir, that my. colleague the Edp^tjon Minister, w giving his serious 
attentfbn to this subject, and he hopes ,t(i evolv§ a scheme very shortly. 

llegarding^chemes in other tlepartinents, *w^ hate lyad^ a begm- 
aing»in alHinst every dejiartment, and ihy colleague^* will •put before 
the House tlie ])oli(;ies that they want to imrsue regarding their respec- 
tive dajiartments. I may* also say that, practically, most of the 
important it^ms that found a place in thf election manifestoes of other 
grouj)s in this House have been taken ifp by the deji'artments concerned, 
so that it will be seen tjiat ^e have gone a'boiit giving a^good start to 
the various ])rinc,iples^xnd }/)licies of the different groups this House. 
Irrigation was also on^* of the itenvs in the election maifife^toes. We 
have taken steps to initiate^, certain Irrigation schemes t»oo. Of course, 
members will see thiu^lhe amount i)rovidfd for this purpose is very 
small, inasmuch as in •order to fi‘anb‘ a coigprelKUisive schem(‘, surveys 
will have to be ma(l(‘ first, and, thereafter large ()})erafions could be 
undertaken. We have made provision for surveys for a 'big -irrig^ition 
scluuiu'. (Uai •Hakkndha Nath (hiAri)iiria : By nnaarts of your 
Tanks Bill?) 

There is a great demand for improvement of waterwajp, and it was 
mentioned in the election manifestoes (ff some of the grou|)s in this 
House that the waterways of this provwn^e should be im])roved. We 
have, therefore, made some provision i'or the establishment of a Water- 
ways Board. AVhen the Waterways Board Avill established, the rest 
of the work will be undertaken by that Board. Mr. Maiiinatha Nath 
Roy said that though Re^renchmejft Committees were appointed, 
Government in the past did not give any effect to the recommendations 
of those Ckunmittees. On en(|uivy into the matter, T have found that 
during the last 1(1 years,* since the inauguration of the Montagu- 
Chelnisfovd Reforms, the previous Government could make retrench- 
ment to the extent of Rs. 270 lakhs of ^\^lich Rs. 150 lakhs Avas perma- 
nent retreiiAfiment. • 

• « • 

m My friend Rai Hafendra Nath (^haudhtiri said that Government 
have not given effect to the Swan rommittee’s report. The Swan Com- 
mittee recommended netreiichment to the extent of about Rs. 150 lakhs 
quoting from memory uud up to date retrenchment involving an 
ultimate savifig of about a crore of rupees under various lieads has been 
e:fi^ected. ‘There .were recommendations of the Swan (Committee which 
oould not be given effect to because Government thought they were not 
practiv^ble and Subsequently it was found* that they were not necessary 
either, because the. Swan Committee sat at a time when cthere was a 
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deficit of Rs. crores - Vonnaltexpeiiditure. So . uecessarily 

many of the recojiiinendation^^ of ihe Confiniltee have not been 

thought necessary, to gii'e effect toi 

Rai HAR^NDRA NATtI CHAUDHURh , Because ‘you have goit a 

surplus ? * ^ • 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANiiAN 8ARKER: I am coimng to 
•that, do not be imjwtiefit.’ One’of their rec'dmmendatkms was that all 
roads meintiimed <^ut x)f ]bx)yiiicial Itevenues, save onu^tliose which 
are important lines 'of Vommniiieation, should be handed i\vcr io the 
local authorities' thereby effecting a saving of alMUit Rs. 31 laklis. 
This could not be done, in view of the financial condition^of the local 
bodies. Then a saving ^if Rs'i 03, 900 was estimateij by the Retrench- 
ment (V)inniittee (]uP toAhe closing of 7‘^.^,sub-registry offices. But on 
individual examination <mly 32 offices wei\ clo.^e(] thereby resulting in 
a saving of Rs. 12,090. It was found that the closure of more offices 
would seriously inconvenieiue. the •i>uhlic. I C4in j)lac(* tfie whol(‘ list 
of tlie recomniendtitions of tliat (-ommittee before this House. 1 have 
gone into almost every item. of their recvommendatvons and I think that 
under the present condition,^ niosi of them are not necessary and the 
few which will be found necessary will be given eff'ect to in due C/Ourse. 

'I'l'ien, Si]‘, ri‘garding tlu* \aiious statisties (■a»m])aring pur (‘\])end iture 
willi that ot -lapan — 1 lia\(' no ('X])<*nence of daj»an and 1 do not want to 
go so fai'. But if com])arison is nee(‘ssary \v(‘ can \<'r\ well comjia'v’ our 
(‘X])cnditure \nJHi tliat of our sister jirovinces. 

So far as the expenditure on civil administration is concenu'd, I can 
sliow from the- budget figure of 193(i-37 that wliereas Bengal’s expendi- 
ture ]K'i head ot ])o])ulation is 1*04, Bombay’s is 1 -o, Madras 1-18 and 
the Bun jab 1*30. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: It is very easy to compare the 
expenditure per head of population but what about the revenue!'^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I will read U) 
you what is the expenditure oi Bombay. Bombay is a (k)ngress pro- 
vince and th'e* Finance Alinister there who iias presente(}j/the budget 
estimate a few days ago is a (kmgress Minister, ,and so far as the 
General Administration is concerned I can say that Bengal has not 
fared very much w'or.se than that Congress province. Now, Sir, cx^iniing 
to the Civil Secretariat, our expenditure is Rs. 17,0?, 000, which has 
been so much criticised in this House, while that of# Bombay is 
Rs. 16,35,000. I am comparing our figures with that in tb§ Bombay 
Finance Minister’s statement. Th<yugh the population of Bombay ^is 
half of tliat of BengaF f«r their Civil Secretariat they ^iTend 
Rs. 16,35,000. 
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Then with regard to the|proviBif)n ior'Coinijiissioners of which we 
have heard so much,* evep, m the iongiess province of Bombay they 
have not up till now alooiilhed tlffe Coinmis'^ionerehips of divisions. 
Their expenditure is Its. ^^,00,800 atid our expftnditflre is Rs. 4,27,000 
because we ha\ia got d nibble their populations and our area ijs much, more 
than that of Bombay^ “ *“ 

• • 

D(. NALINAKSHA SANYAC: *How many days^in a week do tliey 
come to office? * • . . 

Yhe Mr. NALINI RANJAK SARXRR: That Is not liie 

Finance Minister’s jol). His job is to enunciate policies. 

, Then wiih regard io ihe Public Servi^^e Coifunission which has been 
chracierised by Mr. Roy as a whiter e1ej)li apt, I say that the 'same 
white elephant is bein^ mallitained at the same cost by the Congress 
province of Bombhy. Our estimate ‘is Rs. 88,0(i() and theirs 
Rs. 87,000. 

Dr. NALINAKSKi^ SANYAL: What^about r<ilief of taxation and 
relief of excessive reifl ? * 

Mr. SPEAKER: L tlpnk there ought to he a Jimit to* interruptions. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: There is no 
permanent settlement there and so they could gave rel'^t. We shall 
give relief through the am*endment cd' the Bengal Teiianl’*.^ A':t. We 
cannot give direct relief except through such a measure. 

1 do not wish to deprecate the services rendered by my confreres 
in other provinces. Naturally the difficulties are e(|ual in case of 
Congress and non-Congress •Ministriesi. ’I’lie Congress Ministers cannot 
change the whole system overnight and we the non-( ongress Ministers 
cannot also transform the whole. system in a day. So far as the effect 
of the retrenchinent is concerned, in Bombay the rate of salary is about 
bO per cent, more than what we pay in Bengal. TJie last Government 
reduced the pay of the future entrants \o provincial and other services 
to an exterft; which the Cbn^ress provinces have not yef been able to 
Xeach. ^ • 

My friend Mr. Manmatha Nalh Roy said that^ the cost* of general 
administration has been increased by 24 lakhs iij comparison with last 
year. The explanation of this is given at pages 7B72 of the Red 
Book. 

My frfend Mr. Khaitan has said that we are indifferent to retrench- 
meAtg. Certainly not. We are not only hot indifferent but we are 
as enthusiastic as any member of this House to effect retrenchment. 
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Mr. D. P. KHAITANl On a^er:)onal ejjplanation, Sir. ,I never said 
they are indifferent. * , 

Mr. SPEAKER: I yould advise. you not jo be so u icliy. 

' . *> 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAL'NI RAumn 8ARKER: (‘Oining to the 
question of retrenekni^nt I should frankly say thaT tlie ^system of large 
salaries which is usually prevalent in (lie profession to \?hich my friend 
Mr." Khaitan belongs is a great obstacle in fhe way of. retrenchment. 
Government caniMjt give a salary which will be disproporn^nate to the 
environments and I know that tlie salaries which are giveh- in com- 
mercial houses are very high. If we come to the ideal state of things 
so far as Government '‘salarie-’ are concerne<l, as envisag by some 
of the members of ,the IJiouse \\)U will find that tliey are quite dispro- 
portionate. Government^ DJUst be })repare?r to nay the economic value 
of the servicer which they '‘get. If the businessmen give us help by 
moving towards that ideal both in their own life and also in the lives 
of people serving under theni, the Govenvment would be helped in 
giving effect to retTvnclinu'iit, 

M\ friehd'was also disiippointed that we have not jmt our programme 
before the Hpuse. I made it perfectly clear in my budget speech that 
it was not possible to formulate in detail the ]);ogramm(^s of the depart- 
ments within the little time at our disjiosal. The resjieidive Ministers 
will, in a))]>iopTiat(' lime, gi\t' an indication of what llicy intend hi do. 
J ina\ make a* general statemmit that out (d an> available resources 
that iiuviT'oe^^ft after meeting the normal oliligations ever\ pice of that 
will be spent on naiion-building departments. 

Mr. Khaitan criticffied that the Government had not provided much 
for expenditure on agriculture and industry. Hut as I have indicated 
in my budget speech this.w'as nd‘t possible'-! It is not that agriculture 
and industry were two iiersons who came to the Secretariat and asked 
for their share of the revenues, so that we could, pav one cheque to 
Mr. Agriculture, another to Mr. Industry and a third to Mr. Public 
Health. Is that iwssible'r' For every demand made for anj depart- 
ment a scheH^e must be prepared. My friend Mr. Khait^i knows the 
difficulty. He and myself iu our re.sp^dive Chambers were crying 
ourselves hoarse for improving Uie cottage indiistries. But we hav? 
not been afl)le to fraitie schemes whicli a re.sponsible Minister could give 
effect to. We could only intimate our .gnxiety to do 
certain tbing^ for Industry and Agriculture. So • far as 
Industry is concerned, this Government is lielping an 
Industrial Syndicate or industrial corporation for financing siflfall 
industries And in that indlistrjal corporation Mr. Ehaitaii i> a direbtor. 
I think that the prosperity of small industries will be gwen a great 



352 


[20th Acg., 


dIemand foe grant. 

fillip if tliE^t iiKjustrial corooratioi./ is Worked out properly. Govern- 
ment has advanced money Government has guaranteed against loss: 
and Government is l^ayijig the .maintenance cost to the extent of 
Rh. 20,000 a year. ^ , 

Then about'' the [Commissioners he 'says that the system of 
Commissioners was , ^devised when tliere w^as only one Lieuteng.nt 
Governor 1 • quiiw appreciate ihat it wa . to assist thet 

Lieutenant Governor that the posts of Commissioners were devised. 
Even now in j)lace of on^ Lieulenanf frovernor there are one Governor 
and 11 Miy^ers and 1 do not say th^t flie Commissioners are* absolutely 
neth*ssar,y: liut if you say Ihdt because^ there was one 

Lieutenant Governor 50 years ago so the post of Commissioners should 
be abolished, I do not agree.. There wi^s no Coancil then, no members. 
There were not »o many questions ard resqjutions and so m.ucif dis- 
cussion at Ihat time. If the volume of work is an index of the requisite 
numlu'r of officers; 1 tnink under the prevailing condition^ Commissioners 
can find a place in our ]>resenl-day elaborate schemes -of filings. By 
that I d(j not say that (iovernmenl will not review the position of Com- 
missioners to see if ii. ,is possible that Commissioners can be utilized 
in other s])heres of work tlian the\ have ^litherto been doing and the 
Government will examine the question and the findings will be commu- 
nicated to the Assembly next year. AVhen ()ccu])ying the Bench 
op])osite I oft^n said myself that, the (Commissioners in some respects 
w'ere the fifth wheel of the coach, they were lh)st Offices but there arc? 
other duties and other things now devolved cm tliem which may neces- 
sitate utilizing their services in some other useful wa*5'S.. Sir, T have 
heard some of the sjieakers say that some of us gave pled'g-i's to the 
constitilencies that the administration cost should be reduced. T do 
not say that it wdll not be reduced wdiere possible but 1 ask my friends 
not to give too much stress on the election ])ledges. 1 have seen pledges 
and I have seen manifestoft<> wherein it was^ stated that some members 
entered the (k)uncil only to end it but from subsequent attitude we find 
that they have come to work the constitution. Sir, this is what 1 want 
to sa> in this connection, that we are not indiifeient to the (question 
of retrenchment. We shall try our best to cut down the expenditure 
in our administration wherever possible, but I would point out that 
tliere are diyiiculties because, there are some Services which we cannot 
touili and in those others I do not think that you will be able to effect 
so much saving tliat this wdll be' sufficient for the national reconstruc- 
tion scheme envisaged by some of my friends opj)osite, but in any case 
whatever- retrenchment is possible (Government will try to effect. 

" The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZtUL HUQ: I think we may fairly 
con^i^tulate ourselves that our friends of the Opposition have been 
crediting us witli possessing supernatural powers. Since we came into 
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office on the Ist of Ai>ril.}fi)pes \^%re expre3s|d that we wonld be’ able to 
change the fa<ie of Bengal ni •the dburse t)f ^a ijingle .night. Perhaps 
we liave belied expectatbns and I am certaAly sorry Sir,* if with our 
human limit^ftions we haw not beefi* able t(f fulfil their expectations. 
Sir, we lie'ar e.very day in this House and on the^publie* platform and in 
tba columns of newspapers ^lescripftoni of the gjeat achievements of 
4)t1»er provinces whe^e . Congress Ministers are in (ffiice.* l^t is not for 
me to criticise the activities of our colleagues in other provinces bu^ our 
misfortune is, Sii* that Ve have got, no newspapers Jo boom our 
activities.** (A* VoiJe Firt>M Co^gi^ess Benches; “Star India”?) 
Tlie “vStar of India V*is only a journal and not a newspaper. A news- 
paper, Sir, under* conditions prevailing in |ndia, is only a sheet of 
paper containing false aews, fi^niiendovS and most abominable piiblico- 
tion>*to jsuil tli(‘ pun^Kt>e> yt parUnilar factions and cl'jijm‘s. Tin* “Slai* 
ot India" is’ nothing oi th^ kind. It is a clNin jiaper and 1 do not wi>li 
to disgrace the*,“Stifr of India” by putting it di! the same level with 
otiier journals ^mblished. 

• • 

?sow, sir, let *me come to one or two facts wliiiji I wish the membeis 
of this House to reideniher in, connection with tlfis question of retnmch- 
mmit of expenditure. Let, lue say at once that* we definitely accept 
the ])olicy of economising the expenditure, and in order to show that 
w'e aue in’eariiest, I am going to repeat the st5|tement which has been 
made by my Hon’ble friend the Finance Minister and which ma> 
jierhaps *liave escaped the notice of tlie members of this House. ^Sir. 
it is always very easy to say that economy should be effected in a 
jiariic ular (Ji’'•^f‘tion but when you come fo gtv'e effect to suggestions ot» 
that kimf you will fipd practical difficulties in the way. I wiU give 
one or two concrete •instances. M,v friend the Finance Minister has 
said that the Swan Coitimittee recommended the abolition of 71 Sub- 
Hegistry offices and we have as a matter of fact closed down about 'll 
offices. Now’, Sir, when i cami' into offi(?e and took charge of that 
department I found half a dozen applications awaiting me urging on 
belialf of the general public in certain* areas not raerejy not to close 
dow’ii but to create half a dozen more offices, and up to now there has 
been an incessant cry from manj districts for the ojieniiig ot more Sub- 
Registry offices. AVlieuever I want to close down an office jt one place 
or amaigamate it with another, neighbouring Sub-Registrjr office, there 
is immediatelv a great agit^ition i^ot only not to* cFose it but to have^ 
another in addition tft the one already in existence. That shows that 
although this House jnay recommend that the SuhjRegistry offices 
should he closed^ when it comes to actual practice, it is found ■ that the 

public themselves do not like economy to be effected in those directions. 

•• • 

• Then, Sir, if you will permit m*e, Mr. Speaker, to bring to Jhe 
notice of this ‘House that when you were a membei of a certain 
Retrenchment Committee you advocated retrenchment in th^^ sphert; of 
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education in vaTrious directions and reifiember, Sir, when I propo^^ed 
in this House reduc^onfl -in th^ expenditure in ®the |iepartment of 
Education on those lines 'you were the first man to get up and say that 
these letrenchinents (anirjt be eflVcted. That' shows, Sir; the difference 
.between makdn|> a recommendation and^ carrying it .out' in , actual 
practice. t 

Then another instance, Si;> ih o'f Mr. Haidar^ When he was thfe 
Secretary of the Retrench ineiil C-opvnittee . he recommended certain 
retrenchmenV in the De])artnK*nt of Excise ])ut ,wHen Jie Ipecamh rtie 
Co^nmissi(>i4er of Excise he came up to CjOYernmccrt not cnly not to 
economise hut to increase exj)enditure under tliCse heads. I do not 
for a moment mean to ^ay that retrejudiiuent is impossihle. Even 
in the woTst conditions it is always j)oj"^sihle,to economise expenditure. 
AVhat we ])ropose to do is this, and T hopedhis assurance will satisfy 
the House. We Imvc lie{ird the debates, we have taken a note of the 
points which have Iteen hrought out prominently for tjie purpose of 
effecting ec-onomy. ^We propose ,to discuss these matters with depart- 
mental ofhceiH and hefoje we meet again in March, before we put 
forward our budget, we propose to have^ conference, more than one if 
necessary, with diffefent sections 'of the House, sitting across the table 
and ourselves make out plans for retrencdiment in all directions. 
Retrenchment (-ommittees will not do. These Committees hre always 
lool<(‘(l at with' distavoui' by tli(‘ ])ublic and for very good ^ea^ons. Tlicre 
haye been retremdimeni committees and all the materials w*!!! be at 
our^disposal. AVe will discuss and arrive at means of^ economising by 
exchange ot views and — -f 1 may use that ex])i’ess!on-' -bv means ol 
negotiation with tlie members of opposite Benches. Having ‘dljnsidered 
every question on its merit and liaving considered the practiced ditb- 
<*ulties raised in the way, we will find out ways and means to get over 
the difficulties. 1 think these conferences will lead to a good deal of 
useful results. Tins is not mere assVraiK'e if we do not do this in tlie 
next few montlis, you can theu say tliat w^e have broken our ])romise. 
AVe do not break our ])romises, we really mean to i^ff'ect economy if 
only to get a credit for baving done something in consonance witli 
popnlai’ views. AA^ith tliis assurance T liope the Honse will be satisfied 
that we have accepted the policy of looking into the budget in order to 
(‘ffect econ^nies and that we will be able to find out some mean^ of 
satisfying the popular demand. ^ « 

The motion tlmt the demand of Rs. 1,18, off, 000 under the head 
“General Admii.istration” be reduced by Rs. '100 on the ground of 
ictrenchinejit of expenditure was put and lost. 

r Mr. ^iSIBNATH BANERJE^: Mr. Speaker. Sir, if I had no 
grievance at all against this department, 4tbe evasive and misleading 
and 'incorrect replies given by the Hoh’ble Labour Minister to-day to 
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my question would suppljt me wfth sutticieijt iuceqtive and provocation 
to move for* flae* out the entire amhuf\t ikept -at his dispOvSal. 
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it ha| been our experience in this House that when- 
eA'er any ^leglytimate criticism of tt*e Government ’ or the Treasury 
Benches is started, the <‘ry of^‘jIslam in dungtr** or a communal cfy 
iscaised, be.it the question release {ft‘ «letenus,#be it the (luestion of 
•release of Andaman • prisoners, *be i/,the queji»flon *)f- salaries of 
Ministers 

' • ^ ^ • 

Th0 Hcftl’bid lifP. S« SU AWARD Y : On a point of order, ^ir. 
W ill the Hon’hle ^Member be asked to stick to the subject of discussion 
instead of talking- about release of prisoner!?? 

Rat HARENORA NAjH CHAUOHURj: May 1 ask. Sir, if it is 

a ixdnt of ordai'? . * •• 

Mr, SPEAKE^Rs I do not think it is a poinl*ot ordei. *iVoi‘ do 1 
think I can stop Siluiulh Banerji. But* 1 said lieibre and 
I would rejieat it now, 1 Av^dild apfM*al to every ^sect ion ot tlie House 
that the debat»e might not* be conducted in a manner uhich might 
jeo])ardise, the, communal relationship and harmony for which you are 
all anxious. Sii-, 1 (jjiite ajipreeiate the feelings expresstd and I hope 
the lloiiilde Mi‘. Suhiawardy will see. the relationship ot what 1 was 
sa\ ing. •* 

Mr. Banmjr, ] would remind you that thfk debati* will close at (bdd* 
]>.m. 1 %\ould ask \ou to com# to \onr imint so that tin* IJon'bbj 
Mr, Suliraw ai’d> migUl give Ins re])ly. 

• 

Mfi 8IBNATH BANERJEE: I was .'^raighimvay eoming to the 

jioint. This coniiiiuual cry has lieen raised hy the meiiibm.s ot the 
Treasuiy Bench and by no other ^ jierson than the Hon’blc 
Mr. Suliiawardv. ((’inks ok; Ao, no.) I (liii prove if to the iroiisc*. 
The strike in the jute mills started long before this Government came into 
office. But after this Governmefit assumed power' — whatever jxjwer is 
given to them* by the (loiistitution, immediately attempts^ere made 
to break the strike. It ma;^ remembered by ihi» House that wi* 
discussed an «^jourum^ent motion r^gaidiug the jute mill strike when 
an order un3er section 144 was applied to make i^ impossible for the 
leaders of tlie working* jieojile to go to their respeetivl^ constituencies. 
Even Ave were a.s^puired then that whatever might have ha])pf»ned it was 
not going to hapiien again. I am sorry to inform this House that er\*c* 
after this solemn assurance these things happened and happened ,to 
the members of fhis Hoiise-^T mean comrade Mihareudu Hutto 
Mazumdar, cojnrade A. M. A. Zainaii and myself — we, were all/iw^d 
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to go to our constituHiioies. r When I nm leaking this statement I know 
the t'lill gravity of ilf. have been warne/l by file Speaker twice 
but in spite of that I am going to makt) thi^ statement, because 
eveiy where we gone, we had been fapeH with this 'rmestion — that 
we did not want an Improvenienj ot^the condition of labour 'in the 
jute mills but we wanted to break' the Ministry by no-confidence in Vhe 
Hon’ble Mu. ^uhrawardy. , r . ’ ‘ 

(The IIun’ule Mr. Ih. S. Sithraw-aKoy : ‘ (’an he prove it?) 

< f ^ i» *■ 

I hiive no pi‘oof to show that this has been 'd6ne» direcUy by the 
H'dii’ble Mr. Sulirawardy, but this fact has been "brought to his notice 
man} tinies. At least 1 can accuse him of conniving. 

•t ' 

Mr. WEAKER: Mi. Banerji, the perH<;jiuil conduct of a Minister 
is not ill issue. You are^diere (‘onceined with tfiu labour policy. If 
you want to bring in personal issues, youi* remedy a vote of no- 
confidence on the Minister concerned. In discussing the jHilicy of the 
dejiartnieut , \ou must confine your [mints to the policy and unless you 
cun show that your' i;eiharks have something lo^ <lo with the labour 
policy of the (loveriyuent they a^’e out order. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: Mr. S]>eakei\ I was e.wcll;, reterriug 
to the lalKUin policy, as I feel that it has taken a communal colouring, 
hut J sliall not refer to these jnatteis an\ more and siiall now take 
other points. 

Sir, relerring to ihe a'Uswers given to the (piestions to him this 
atleiiUKui the llon’hle Minister has been pleased to say thai most of 
the mills liad gone back to work by tlie 7th Ma\ and there was no 
general strike in progress at that time. Sir, Bmay say that that state- 
nieiit is an ahsolntely incorrect one. It has been jmiiited out by 
«'onirade Niharendu l)utte» Mazumdiir that there was a general strike 
at that time and jiixilonged negotiations weie going on in which no 
other person than the ('hief Minister and the Lalmiir Minister took 
part for days together and ultimately terms which were given to the 
two Ministers were mostly accejited and the assuranee was drawn uj) 
l),\ them and accepted by us. Perhaps he is technicallv correct wdien 
he says t ii%t there were no •terms of settlement between the strikers and 
the jute mills assliciation. But there wer« certainly terms of settlement 
hetiveen Ihe representatives of the strikers on ore side a'mj Government 
and Ministers on the other. And in a w^ay in^ regard to the terms of 
settlement with the jute mills association the Hon’ble Ministers acted 
as go-between. 

' Sir, Regarding cases of victimisation, the winkers in different inilB, 
a ’‘(mestion was put that over 400 strikersr- of Fort Gloster Jute Mills, 
Sepahi Singh of Fort William Jute Mills, 300 mem in Nuddea Jute 
Mills, 300 men in Belvedere Jute Mill and 300 men dn other mills 
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have been victimised. T« tkis# question ft be Hon’ble Minister has 
replied that so far «s he is'awaie there hav^ heei^ 5o cases of victimisa- 
tion. I shall remind him •that only hfter th© ‘strike was called off the 
Hon’ble Minister i^ued'a^ statement«in whioii he said that there were 
400 cases ‘of tdctimisatioii. •Of course, he tried to d^end himself Ivv 
Kivingf that 400 was a small numlier^s ^miparetf with the. total number 
ot 3,00,000 jute workers. J^erhaps he forgot thi%wh^i he said that 
*he was not aware oJ any case of vietflirisation. ‘These ceases of ^cti- 
niisation were brought to ‘the ^letiee of the^Hon’ble Minister wlien 
these casas nuuibefefl only 400 and to-day it is nearly 2.T|()0. ]ki( tlio 
Hon'ble Minister *says that he is* not aware of such cases. In r»ne 
case it was pointed out by comrade Diitta Mazumdar tlial 120 persons 
were victimised on accgimt o^ their Trade Vnion activities, altlfoii^i 
in the assurances it was Hearlv^tated that no one wipild he victimised* 
lor joining- the gfiike -or the Trade lijiion. (Tnr: Hon’hli-: iiln. 
SrjinAWAitDY : •They werf» (ydy dismissed.) Nftw he says that they 
were not vicrt^iise<l but (lismisse<l — 1 do not know what he really 
means. The Mill Association on one side asserted that there was iio 
victimisation, tint we said that there was vicffim^ation. In the asMir- 
ance itself he had accepted .that theje would be ^in investigation, and 
this was a fit cwse for invesfigation. 1 am .sorry to say that the Hon’ble 
Minister ^cceyts every word which the -lute Mills Association sa> in 
a waf as if it is his master's voice and that is tlfe most d(^)lorable thing 
in the ^^;hole affair. 

Sir, then there was an assurance that there would be thorough 
investigation in Avhich all the jiarties would he satisfied. In reply, the* 
Hon'ble Minister said that he wiy^ making an enquiry into the (‘ondition 
of the labour of the Jute mills, ^^ay I ask him how there have been 
so many cases of di.smisfal? We have always insisted on the formation 
of a Board of Enquiry according to the Trade Unions Act, as it 
was assured during the ad.jf)urnm(^it motion* which we moved in April 
last, but it has not been accepted. About the withdrawal ol cases the 
Hon’bre Minister is technically correct,, as there was no word of with- 
drawal in writing but there was an assurance that cases arising out 
of the strike Avould^ be liberally considered. 1 want to intotm this 
House that oqt of nine cases three have been withdrawn m which lo 
persons were involved. The*^ six. cases •whi<-h were not withdraw n 
involved about GO persons. • In onj? case one imAi A'as convicted and 
sentenced tci four months’ imprisonmefit and he is still serving out his 
term. I submit that ^he Hon’ble Minister has given ^us a misleading 
answ’er when he says that the assurances have been anipK imple- 
mented. Are we to take the assurance of the (’hief Minisler ami the 

Labour Minister in this way to be of.no value * • 

• 

Sir, these are the acts *of iommission and omission ♦regarding the 
assurances. J’his, I am constrained to say, is due to Uie encouragement 
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that the mill au^ho^ities ar^ getting eithet the district authorities 
or from the Ministry i/selj' and thfey are tlius victinfising, about 200 to 
300 men from the dift’efeiit mills and the /number of such cases is 
already over 2,000. We think, 8jr, that there is a deliberate attempt 
bx provoke another stri|^e and the reasons aVe not far to seek.' I think 
the Ifoii’lble Mr. Huhrawardy has ;fot f>^en able to forget that he liipi- 
self went to Kankiimra and asked the- men ^not to jQin the strike. Tbe^ 
7(‘su]^ was that on the next ddy^-lhey all joined tht strike. Therefore 
lie says that there was ii/citement gii't'A to men to strike. If he w^ants. 
some (;onsolation in saying this, we liave nr> objecHob. want to 

waibi this House that about 2,50,600* men* wei^t 'on strfke having 
legitimate grievances whicli have been admitted by the Hon’ble 
A^r. Suhrawardy and the 'riiiet MinisteV and , unless these grievances 
ure redressed things will not be normuPand ]»vaceiul, and 1 thinkAvery 
soon then* will be another ^rike of still larger diifi^msions,. I'wish to 
remind only one sentuUi-e in the statement that wast issued by the Chief 
Minister in which he sai<l that he was making the statement with the 
full concurrence of the Labour Minister, and that no liovernment in 
India had before thiif held out such assurances to labour. I would 
like to add only — that '’never before have.ljovernm^nt assurances been 
so callously broken, * * , ^ ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it is a very imfmrtant debate. ‘ I under- 
stand that the Nationalist Tarty has practically no motion of their own 
to igove. In view of the importance of the subject, 1 will exlend the 
time-limit, 1 shall a.sk Mr. (k)oper, Mr. Dutta Mazumdar and 
Mr. Aftah Ali to speak ahd then Mr. Khaitan and each of^jhem wull 
ha\e ly minutes. The deliate will then be brought to a clo.se. This 
is the only mutter on which the labour repre.sentatives will be able to 
ventilate their grievances and I do not want curtail the time, 

Mr. C. G. COOPER: ^ Sir, I have had the honour of being a 
member of the Bengal Legislature for nearly 15 years and dining that 
long term it has been lyv privilege to represent one constituency, 
namely, the Indian dute Alills' A.ssociation. Aly Hon'ble friend 
All. Sibnath Banerjee, I am glad to .say, made the frst public disavowal 
of an allegi^ion which has been frequently made in the«press that we 
the Indian Jute Alills Association itade, an agreement witli our labour 
* which we did not abiclc by. I confirm his statement by saying that we 
made no agreement with labour whatsoever. * ‘ 

* I 

Mr. SIQNATH BANERJEE: On a pciint of per.sqnal explanation, 
Sir, I said that the Miuistrv did. 

t * 

« 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: I am not aware whether Oovernment di<l or 
di^ npt. gBut so far as my Association is concerned we ^id not. We 
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made it clear to our lahomr riiai if'and w>.eu they relumed uncondi- 
tioually to wor^ we»promised*thtiu thftt thei»l be no victimisation. 

e have abided loyally and truly by bur promise and any one who says 
that we have«not abiderf by our prcmiise is incapable of speaking: the 
truth. I ieitip1ia.si.se, Sir, that there has been ^no viiftimisation. 
ffiifiid Mr. Sibiiath Banerjee has*iiiadb siyiie reference in this connection 
the Nuddea Tute Mill — a biill in which 1 am par4icu]5*rl\ interested. 
There has been nf> victimisation *iir* \he Niiddea ^Mll. The #neii 
were, dismissed an^d their ’Jisniis*sa*l had^ nothing whatever to do with 
the strikes^ Tkeij* dismi.ssal was ^caused by direct defiance and dis- 
obedience or orders ^dnd, *Sir, who taught these men to strike labour 
who ])reviously liad been periecll\ h)\al and law-abiding, who 
incited tliem to such di*iobedie*n(‘e ^ M> (riend Mr. Sibnatli Hanerje^ 
and liis colleague, tlie otheV comhiunist, Mr. NiharendiuDutl.i Mazumdar* 
— it is they Who taifglit th^se unfortunate nt»n the 'spirit of lawlessne.>s 
and taught tliefti di>*(d)edienoe, and the.se ])oor in^n are now sutt'ering 
foi lieeding tlifb teacliings of the communist iiart> . 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the IIonTde 
Member exjJavi what is h>s definition ot the “communist" before he 
again uses this wordi^ 

• 

Mr. SfIBNATH BANERJEE: f)n a point of order, Sir. The C(.m- 
muriist party in .India may or may not be illegal. But .so far as I am 
concerned I hare openly declared at the Meeibt Conspiracy Case that I ’ 
am not rt cximmiinist. ^ • 

) 

« 

Mr. C. G. COOPER: Well, Sir, they may or may not he pr.oud of 
being conirnuiiisis but their teachings are of a coininunistic nature. 
We have heard a great deal about the grievances of labour. 1 say that 
the hulk of those grievances are more .imaginary than real, the hulk 
of these alleged grievances were inanufacturedMuring the strike. W^hen 
you have 3 lakhs or more of labour working uj> and down the river, 
it i.s inevitable^that at times theib must he causes of minor Lmevances. 
It is to our interest to loyally inve.sjigate the causes of all ^^rievaiices, 
which are placed before us hy our labour. It i.s oui' ptdicy and it is the 
policy by wbifch we abide. It is perfectly simple wdiy we do .so. If 
we have a discontented labour who are suffering under any real sense 
of grievance they cannot work well. It is, therefore, in the joint 
interests of both* the employer and the employ.ee to ha^e mutual 
sympathy and understanding each wdtji the other as both are eliiployeil 
in producing wealth for liengal. So far as the Indian Jute MHls 
Association is C 9 n'fcerned, we have always had, and wulf alw'ays fiave 
sincere sympathy for 9 ur labour. I have wmrked at* a jute mill •with 
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labour, alongsifk labour; ^nd so Kav^, my colleagues Mr. Walker and 
Mr. Nimmo, We can tjidrefore iclaim tc haTe fi^st-band knowledge 
ajid underntandiiig of labour. IT’n d erst an di Vig our labour, we come to 
like our labour. We wa#it, therefore, so far’ as ii is possible within 
l^uman power^to help our labour, to work with them and for- them as a 
uiiiled whole, because* the prospeiity 'of the jute mill industry is the 
whole life blo(|^l of^engal. To this end' li is the aim of the employej'S 
to ^ep the industry united, ivMl work in unison with our employees. 

t c < . 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr Speal^K Sir, I 
prbpose at the outset to make short ’(rork of ce*i;tain remarks of the 
honourable member who Just spoke la^fore me. T ‘ would advise the 
l‘(Mi()ural)le uhouIhu’, througl) V)U, Sir, Jliat he» sliould educate himself. 
^Jf, in tlie fourth decade of the twentieth “century, tlte lioiiourable mVmber 
is ]M'rfectly ignorant ot uVut is m(‘ant by tliv worch “Coinuhunisv", and 
it he us(‘d this t(‘rm «>Vithout knowing its meaning; their I would advise 
liim to s])end a few rupees out of the (Miormoiis profits thi^^'his association 
is making out of tlH'‘^life-l)lood of'd laklis of workers in this province to 
buy a f(‘w manuals and b) a(‘(iuaint himself with what is happening in 
th(‘ great country wl^ich is under, ComnnVpist regime, wdiere the ruling 
])ower is in the hands of the Communist Party and where th^re is no such 
complaint raised, as has been raised here by the jute mill workers, where 
tliese difticulth*s and oppressions and grievances, which gave rise 'to the 
re<‘ent jute-mill strike, do not exist. 

‘Now, turning to the f[uestion of the proposal for a cut on the C"!!* 
„ mates for the Labour l)p])artment, I would say that^ it would be a 
welcome thing if theie was a Labour J)epaitment , well*organ* 7 .ed, and 
representing the int(‘iests of labour — a Taibour I)e])artment demociati- 
cally controlled by th(‘ representatives of labQ,ur, in whom labour has 
reposed its confidence and trust, and to whom labour has given its 
mandate for its welfare... But the* leason for our objection to this 
demand is primarily due to the fact that we have heie proposals for 
a Labour Dejiaitment and the proposal foi a con.sideiable sum of money 
to be voted foV a liabour Department. But Inue theie is no pi oof 
that the men who control that Labour Depaitment enjoy the confidence 
of labour or enjo> the confidence of Close who alone are fit to s]>eak 
on behalf V)f labour. My , honourable friend ^fr. Slrifmath Baneijee 
in his speech ex.pre; 5 se<l his sentinienfs qnd expressed his consideied 
views, and he has behind him the binndate of oyer 20,000 actual work- 
ers, who voted for him during the last elwtions. 1 eaii claim to sjieak 
for labour, representing as T do nearly 52,00(*i workers, Hindus and 
Muhammad a ns alike who voted tor me. Those workers have sent me 
l^ere nof because I am a Hindu or a Muhammadan, but because those 
labourers are not divided into ffindus and Muhammadans and beeause 
they, w ant sin^jdy to stand as labour, and they w^ant to he represented by 
one in wdiom they have complete trust. 

* * I 
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Following close upon |the. gyie^l eleo^ons of ]9.'l7, fbere.was a 
great jute strike viikh tefmin^ted un the/lOth May, when, in pur- 
suance of an agreeineni, \fe, on hehadf of tl)/,Sfrike Committee, called 
off that strike. I shall ^mt trouhle .tjiis Hoi^<e with very many details 
of that strike* hut I would* only inform the House a:* to the demands 
fOT which th*e' workers resorted* to .a strike. Iff you will permit me®, 
Sir, I shall read out their ^evaiu'es briefly. Th^y wanted recognition 
(if their union, rest(ihi*tion ot the cut. i» pay introduced in 19dl>32 — this 
,<‘ut relates to the cut in. pay t« ihe extent ejr' (I pice to two annils in 
every rupee wljict* was Jidrodm'ed w)u*n hours of lahouf were reduced 
troni 54 to^40 hours. » But wheii^tlif' hours of labour were again increip^ed 
from 40 to 54, tli^‘A* (hmiandeil that the cut sliould be restored. Tt was 
not a demand for an_\ increa^e.in wages; it \\%is simply a demand fpr the 
iCNto^-ation of the wage cuj iirt^v/ously effected. Tlu*n, security of servifj 
and aj'ningenients ^i»')r k('^])ing \ervic(' records. Pnfiier .service* rules 
Nliould he trained i\jth ]u;ovi>ion for leav»', ^lenspm, gratuity, ]>rovident 
fund, and nivt^rnitv hi'iiefit,* jumsion rules to be framed and ]mhlished; 
consideration *ot jnmsion for all disyn'ssed workers; no victimization; 
leinstatemient of workers wi’ongtully dismissed, stoppage of brih(*ry, 
fines, and corriiiiti^n, and s(^ on. All these it-iins of malpraedice and 
corruption,^ Sir, have, in uliequivoctil terms, bt'^'ii condemned by the 
findings of the Whitley rommission; attention of the hon’ble member 
is particularly invited to those grievances. The standardization of 
wages; cancellation ,of orders regarding minimum jirodiu'tion ; no 
rationalization at the cost of the workers; ])rompt repairs and pnunpt 
supply of machinery parts and working materials; men forced to fo on 
leave on accoimt of sealing u]) of looms to Ve ab.^orbed bv giving then; 
the fir^t ]>i'efer<*nce whenever ^vacancy occurs; free* ()uart(*rs; ])ro])er 
arrangements for education and^ medical aid; lighting and wat«‘i- 
su])])ly, intei’val for rtcrealion, lefre^hments. (‘tc., during work with 
provisions f(tr relii'ving hands. Sir, (‘ven catth* are alloi\ed sufficient 
time for meals and here iu the jiirte mills tW workers are obliged to juit 
forward a demand lor an interval tor recreation. (The Hon’hle Mr. 
H. S.^SriiKAAVARDV : Totally unneces;>ary.) I think, Sir, the llon’hle 
the Labour Minister has still to acijuaint hftnsidf furlHer with the con- 
ditions under which the labourers live in the mills; then a])])ointTnent or 
dismissal of ^workers by the ibanager in con.'-ultatioii with the union 
leaders and mil thiough Babus, sardars or«line ovei seers; t*^is is in order 
to put a check on whimsical ^dismissal of men.* liow, Sir, 1 a.«k this 
House thr(;u*gh you:* “Is there anyli^xly here who can say that any one 
of these demands is unrea^^onable, that any one of jhese demands is such 
as is extravagant I'"’’ 'l maintain, Sir, that all these "demands are very 
modest demands intended only to ensure a human and ju«t a tolerable 
condition of living— neither living^ in comfort nor in affluence— imt 
just a bare minimum winch would ensure a toLiable living staiMlaid 
to the workers. And here, Sir, I may point out I have it hen; in the 



362 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. i 20th Aug., 

^ . . I ^ ^ t 

words of 110 . less a person th%n a jut6 ra^guate* viz., Mr. Hajee Adamjee 
Duwood — that in the* jute iitdustry^diiriijg thh last 1© years, the owners 
liave amassed an ■enornfoivs' 4 )rofit of over 100 c^rores of rupees. It is well 
liiiown that Ihe jute induj^ry is oo^ of the moit vitul industries of the 
])r()vinee of Ben^^l and that the jute industry is directly coinieeted witli 
rfh'roj), viz., jute cro]),*on which tlie welfare of the Kertgal peasantj’V 
dcjiends. And, therefore, the jute-workea-ft* can claim the attention of 
this House juirticularly, to the rc^iditions of their *lif^ and labour. 

X^hen the stiike took«place, and wt*iit oft^ 'Avhut was the attitude of- 
Government I'' ' The strike started on the 1st of Fehiuai^^ ^tiring the 
old#.regime, hut after the “autonomoifs” '/joveifiiuent,* as we are assured 
the present Government is, came into ofih'e on the ls«t of April, let us 
see wjiat we received at thf* hands of the so-raljed autonomous Govern- 
pfent. Gn the hth of April a letter wak addi^^ssed to the Secretary of 
th(* Indian Jute Mills Associ^jtion and to the jute mMj managers inform- 
ing them of th(‘ demaiyk^ ot flie jut(‘ mill workers. On tho 13th of April, 

Sir, a communication was addressed to the Hon’ble Mr. A, K. Fazliil 

. * 

Huq, the Chief Minister, who had been returned to this House, fresh from 
his constituency, proiyising them (hil-hhal. And stra‘nge to say, Sir, 
tliat this letter even tailed to (didt a j)ro]HV' reply from the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister and hil C’abinet. I'^he strike* which was co^ifkied to only 
18,000 workers in the beginning of February involved no less than 
lakhs 20 thousand workers by the middle of April and tliat liapjfened 

f ’ithin two da^s after the Hon’ble the Labour M‘inister went to Kan- 
in^rah and addressed a labour meeting there and the Hon’Vle the 
Ijnlxmr Minister’s speech, I submit, was the direct jirovocation to the 
Wtu'kers to conH‘ out on sti’ilfe wholesale. I also beg to renlind tlie House 
through A on, Sir, ot another fact, that ahtliat time yiyself and nn labour 
colleagues were precluded from guing to our constituencies because 
there was an order under section 144 against us.‘’ 

If there is anybody wlio had the resjionsibility tor the general jute 
strike it uas the Hon’bld' Minister for laibour with his acts ot 
])7()vocation. * 

(Here tlie member reached h'is (ime-limit but was allowed tw(» 
minutes’ extra time to finish his speech.) 

When the strike became general it is well known that tlie Labour 
Minister and^the Chief Minijiter came down from Darje'efing only for 
the purpose of carrying on negotiations \Vith the representatives of the 
Jute Strike Committee ^but this mvrnflig the Hon’ble the liubour Minis- 
ter declared that no terms of settlement weie olfered. T \\ould invite 
the Chief Minister to*get u]) and say Avhether he f\ould corroborate the 
statement of ,the Labour Mijiister and conscientiously and truthfully say 
if there were actually any terms of settlement or not. We have heard 
< arefully Avhat the Finance MinisteV said and I should not be surprised 
if thht^coniiotes jhe abandonment of the pf‘licy laid down in the election 
pledges of the Hon’ble Ministers and if it assumes that *thg assurances 
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and utteraiu'es of Cabinet Mirnstw^ are of im value. IT is plain to the 
wliole of Beiij^l Ihfit one affer nuiotlft^r, iliw^iuin^terial pledges to the 
peasantry of Bengal have *lH*en broken. Th# Chief Minister has been 
returned to tbis House after a<surin.i»**(he peojile of their dal-hfiai . He 
defeated liik adversar> wlio stood on a (‘onimunal* platform; tl^ 
voters of Baluakhali did not Vote T^n jeiigion and turned down the 
adversary of the Chief Miifisfer because the Chie^ Mi\^ister stood on 
a iion-eommunal tvrtnoinic piograinifief 'Now, Sir. herc^ in this ^er\ 
lloiirip Me have s<H'n tliat every piT'(C of asMiranf'e given by the Minister^ 
has been tSr^inpled JliTw 

1 have to eoncljule by '•a\*ing a wojd in reply to Mr. (\) 0 }>tfr’s 
remarks about Mr* Muzaff'ai' Ahmad and the jnci<lent in the Nadia lute 
Mill. Tt was not only Mr. Ah^ipad, but oLm) I m_\M‘lt who went ihsid^' 
tlit^ 7?adia Juie Mill by yppoiib immt with tlie mamuci. AVe anived^ 
theie a1 t!ie‘ai)j)oint\Ml houT duiini'- w orkinn*tiime and 1 lound ho(digans 
M'lio weie i)i'e])af^nl.lo*( omnni muideiN il nece«^'^aly']A)^ied in^ide the mills 
The laboiirers*weje tmgag'ed in tlnu'i M'oik inside lln* workshiMls and out- 
sidei's were not adniilli'd inside (lie mifi compound (fuiing wauks'ng hours 
AVhere did the hooligans come from:' These iToolvgans attacked us with 
brickbats and stones. I rereived iiijuries an(lj)h»od. It w'as oidv 
through rhe*invervention of the w’orkers wh(» came out of their w'orksh'^ds. 
that we werCisaved and the hooligans fled aw'a,\. I'hen tlie Manage!’ 
ot the Nadia Jute Mill came. AVe leported to him the i,ncident wdiich 
he treated with astonishing callousness ami indifference. AVe had a 
long talk abcuit the dismissal of the 399 workers of the S])inn!ng 
Department. .„The>e w(‘ie the active orgaijisiUs of the union. A\ e 
asked for their reinstat(*me!it , but this was retused and (he only (juestiim 
he put to Us was wdieTher the uni(m was i>omg (<► lule or whether the 
Jute Alills Association going to rule Now, Sir, voting this grant 
for the so-called Labour D(‘pai(ment would be voting tor the dictator al 
rule of flu Jute Alills Ass()ciation.c ^ 

(As the two minutes extra time allowed was o\er, the member le- 
sumedTiis seat. ) 

Mr. AFTAB ALI: Air Speaker, Sir, I aju not going to deal with 
tlie Afinistry alone 'nor attack ihe Hon’ble Minister for Labour ami 
Commerce lik'e m\ colleague comrade Shibnatli Mlanerjep has done. 

I will discuss, Sir, the labour polic^’ of the Alinisjry^ froim the j>oint of 
view ot the Trade Unions and I \Vill,try, as far as possible, to keep 
mvself free from excrtement. 1 have got many press cuttings before 
me which appeared ffom time to time in the Press.with head-line?; 
“labour police the Government of Bengal'L I honestj^v tried my 
very best to find out what that policy was. But 1 regret to say that^I 
have not been able to find out what' the polio} is on which so much 
has been said and so manyTiead lines have been publish^l and so ^nany 
statements fpm* the Ministry of Labour have been issued. One^ thing 
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iliat I hav^ heeii able to fi/^d is tlval s* roiilinuons preaching’ has 

been carried on by the Ltf^iour Minister drawing the attention of the 
^\orkers, specially the jute work^-rs, to the •fact that they were in the 
wrong and that they weye heing«led by leaders w^o had political ob- 
jec'iives in view. 1, for myself, came -acros.s one statement made 
on the 4th May wlii^di the Secre^tary' of the Lal)our Department g’pVe 
out that the Jlon’l;!'^ Minister for Labotlr'was agreeable to take steps 
under the Tra/le Disputes Act ' ah d' even to form a Board of Conciliation 
willi a view to bringing’ tlie Jute S\rtke to an end. But the Hfgi’ble 
Minister cluuiged liis mind f>ecause the leiHlerR ‘bf *the .^Irike had 
])o»!iti(‘al objectives in view. X(jw, Sin, it wfls inMhe statement ot the 
Tiabour Minister that he was agreeable to take step,> under the Trade 
Disjjules Act and that lie was agreeable to form a Board of Conciliation 
• to go into the giiestion of the grievances ^)f the jute workers’; but 
that he would not take si,|^*h steps because dn hi.s'' 0 ])inion’ the ‘leaders 
of the strikers had political objectives in view. May I ask, was it on 
account of political objectives alone he did not consideV it neces'«ary 
or worth' his while' to appoint the Board of Conciliation under the 
Trade Disputes Act ITid not some other reason make him change 
his mind over-night?^ 'l submit, Sir, that if the leaders of the strikers 
had political objectives in view in bringihg about the' jhte woikers’ 
strike, T maintain, the same political objectives kept the Minister for 
Labour from ^taking aclion under the law of this country. 

Now, Sir, I want to make another point clear. 1 do not find in 
tliifi- Chamber my friend Mr. Cooper — 1 am sure he would not charge 
me with communistic actiitities — I wish he were present* and heard from 
me how there had been no victimisatimi. ^^o far as the employers are 
concerned, Sir, in \\\\ 10 > ears’ connection with, .the organised labour 
movement in this country, I have never heard -'not only in this country 
hut elsewhere as well— any employer admitting the (diarge of victimi- 
sation. It is unfortunate that this k'ind of dismissal has never been nor 
ever will be established as a case of victimisation— it is purely a case 
o( dismissal! But so far as labour point of view is concerned this 
sort of dismissal is victimisation. 

Now, Sir, 1 come to the welfare wprk and the Tjabour Department 
that has be^n or going to be organised under the control and direction of 
the Minister for Labour. It is within my knowledge that soon after the 
jute workers went on strike, the Khilafat Committee becpme a labour 
organisation almost over-night and most of them became active in 
breaking the jute strike, I would go further, and say — and while 
doing so 1 feel inclined to hang my head in sliame — that the candidates 
whom 1 set up against my honourable colleagues here during the last 
el'tection Bid not mind taking an unholy part in breaking the jute 
striite, dimply because the strikers did ^iiot Vote for them. It is also 
within my knowledge that these people have broken their promises 



1937.] 


365 


DEMAND FOR GR^NT. 

\ T 

aud liave been successful ‘in l)r€feking thar strike. 1* think this jute 
strike gave an opit'ortunitv to tny ei-colleague ^h'e Hoirble Minister, 
to prove that we on th^ other side of labo\it- 'were not what we were 
painted to be‘’J)y the strike leaders, btit that Bpportunity has been lost. 

Now, Sir, ‘in the Labour Department which .is goiug'to be reorgi* 
ni?ed, we find provisions far, appoiftting. welfare and other officers; 
'Most of these people perhaps wiU’have;, their rewards fof the part they 
have taken and played in breaki\j,g^ the strike. ^ 1 hope thht the HofeO)le 
Minfster ^or ^iaboyr^and Oommerce would remember one fact and one 
solid fact 4liat fie’is jtryiim* to (It) tiie im])ossible: he is trying to bring, 
in the name of rj^'cognition, a sort ot one-sided control of labour and 
I hardl> need add that labour ^ill never submit to any one-sided contrtd 
over it. I there is goihj; to be»any contnd — if there is going to be ai.y 
“code” for, labour -i-that muist be placed on both sides, l^eaving t1it‘ 
employers free^to clause-; — 

(flere the*nfeml)ei having reached the time limit, resumed Ins seat ) 

The Hoime was then adjourned tor Id minute, 'in 

(Afl^r (idjourninent.) » 

• • a 

Mr. C. COOPER: Speaker. Sir, 1 rise on a j)oint of 

personal explaimtion. My lionourable friend Mr. Sihnath Ikinerjee 
alleged that the workers of the Nadia Jute* Mills were discliarged 
because they joined flie strike. This is entirely incorrect. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mi Speaker, Sir, it it is any 
cons-olation to^y friends the labour memWrs of this House I might 
state at once that I have my grievances against tlie (lovernment in 
regard to their labour policy just as much as the\ have and tfte facts 
which I am going to disclose, I speak fiom personal knowledge and 
not from hearsay evidence. I liave got personal knowledge of a stiike 
which came al)out at the ‘^nne tiifte as the jute mill strike and in con- 
nection with that strike, Sir, the representatives of labour who were 
leading this strike went to the extent ot causing as.saulls on the peace- 
ful workers or willing workers — by whatever naim^ they may be 
described — and a large number of jiersons were grievouslv as‘-aulted - 
one of them getting a wound •no less than inches deeji. several ot 
them getting wounds no less than one imdi deej) and theT'est no less 
than half inch deep. It wj*s with’ the greatest difficulty that we could 
get protection from the police in (irdtr that the willing workers might 
be allowed to go to the mills and perform their lawful avocation.s. 
From time to time they were prevented trom going to the doors ot 
the mills; from' time to time, as I have already said, they were physicall.v 
assaulted and grievous wounds were caused to tliem and tltey hac^to 
be sent to the hospital. And, Sir, what did the Hon’ble the Labour 
Minister do in c()nnection with those very persons who had caused 
these grievous assaults? He personally wrote to pie, Sir,^tha^t tjiose 
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very men who bad caused these gi^evQusAvovuds should he immediately 
taken hack to work, thf^t Ve shmild iwt 'allow ther polipe to carry ou 
cases against these assaulters, thht we shoifld.take them hack because 
otherwise it w’ould he safld that 4here were cases ‘of vio«timisation. L 
Jpid personally to go to the Hon’lde Labour Minister and e:i^)lViin to liim 
that these were the incidents, th/rt had happened and would he ajv a 
responsible M^nist^/ of the TTOvernment* prevent the police from con, 
dinging the crises against thOsS who were not peacefully carrying on 
strike hut were guilty 0*1 grievous akstnilt o;f peaceful workers? rSuch 
was the attitude of the l^ahour idinister that 1 had Tli^ iHihaj^fy occasion 
of* experiencing in connection with this strike. 'So far as the labour 
leaders were comjerned, when the police arrested ‘ them for having 
caustid these grievous assaults all that'l readr in the newspapers was 
•tliat innocent pe/)p1e were being arrested h^’ the police and thal the 
mill authorities were responsible for conthicting*’ the cases hgainst 
those innocent peo])l€.'' I would further go bn to^statp, Sir, the man- 
ner in which this strike was brought about. Sir, the#s*trike Avas not 
brought f.b()ut on aby previously formulated grievances. Of cour>e, 
Sir, after tlie strike Ind \)ee,u in existence for several days some 
grievances were Avrit^en out on paper and‘vhich the Avorkers themselves 
could not substantiate. From what soured they came*" if is eas\ to 
conceive, but at the same time 1 have one thing to ]K>ini out that 
the difficulty ^is that these strikes are very often brought about by 
persons wlio have never Avorked in a mill themselves, wlnv became 
labour leaders sa\ing that it is in the interest of the labourers them- 
selves but unfoi'tunately Jt is these very AVorkers wly) are made to 
sacrifice (for Avhat purpose I Avill not state and ex])lain to thi.s. Hou^e) 
but will leave it to the members of the House to‘^uess becuuse, Sir, if 
1 give the I’eal leasons, objection ma\ In* takei^. Hut Sir, wliat is the 
effect of that strike on the AA’orkers tliemsohes? On tlie one hand Ave 
are told that laho\ir woHj^ire ANork , should he carried on. Hoav is 
lalK)in* Avelfare work to he carried on if the mills incur losses of lakhs, 
and lakhs of rii])ees e\er\ month. It is only out ot j)iofit that dabour 
Avelfare Avork (*^<11 he carried ou but if that very profit is made to di?^- 
aj)pear,j’f that ver\ i)rofit is converted into a loss, it is certainly not 
possible for the employers to do as unveh labour AA^elfare work as they 
otherwise Av:)uld like to do^, knowing full Avell that \t‘ is contented 
lalxmv that Oiin (’arry^ ou the AAX)rk Vith-' tl^e best efficiency and in the 
l)est }w)ssible manner. Sir, Avhat.is the condition of the AA'orkers them- 
selves ? 

Suddenly ihey go on strike and I will give you an example as 
regards an , individual case of Avbat the effect of the individual woHvcr 
is w.hen p lightening strike is brought about. Supposiitg, Sir^ a 
AV'orker gets about rupees a month and a strike oontiniies ior about 
two'^months: that particular worker necessarily loses Rs. bOjduring the 
two months. In order to maintain himself for these tw<) months he 
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has got to incur a debt wjiiclj *cgrr^s a hifh rate of interest. I will 
not mention, Sir, ^he gitoup, o^ people froM whom ^hey have got to 
borrow that niT)ney ; it is coi’tainly at a very higji fate of interest. They 
have got to repay •the principal, tl^^y have^got to pay the interest 
on that pruidpal. Supposing as a result of the s^ike the laboiy’ 
leader succeeded in getting theii» wa^ es increased by lie. 1 per luontli 
it would take them much iiK^.fhan J|) months to ifepay ^le debt which 
tliey borrowed and the* interest on tluit^amount. ‘So, Sii^ for the next 
ol) months at least no benetrt acarues tp an> worker as a result ot^ tlie 
strike. I, would •dippeaj to my laboifi* Iriends to se? that these 
lightening'strikes are nob brought •about. It is .said tliat the Hon'Ule 
Labour Minister \\ieht and addressed certain workers in some mills and 
the very next day a lightening strike took*pla(‘e. It is said that it 
was p result of my Homble i>ieml Mr. ‘Saheed Suhrawardy having'# 
become^ the Miiiisteik for L^U)our*that the workers were worked to such 
a Jiigh ])itch jhat ^tlie Jightening strike* (‘amg about without any 
rhyme or ri^astiii. 1 hope, Sir, that my friend the Ilon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawiirdy will make amends for Ins past caiij^ei’ ami <'o^^dnct and 
see that these lightening stiikes whi(di reMilt in loss ol bikhs, if not 
crores (d' rupees tn*the worl^ers do not come* about again. Sir, I 
would als{) igppeal to the I>ig)»()ur Leaifers of this jd«>vinee, because it is 
only as a resiilt of the develo{)ment of industries, tliat oni pi’ovince can 
beooiye mbre prosperous. It stiikes are hrongh^ about in this manner, 
lapital w'hich is proverl)iall\ sh,\ in Bengal lieconies mfire shy still. 

If m\ fri'ends the lalHiur leaders do want to work tor the benefit of Jjie 
lU'ovince it is as imicli their dnt> as it is the duty of the tlovernment 
and the duty tA the emplo.vers to see tha^ peaceful lelationship is * 
establlslied between the enijiloyi^rs and the (unployees, realising tull 
well that the eniploy^i’s know that jhey ha\e got to rely on e^iiitenied 
labour for the sake of making their owm factories prosperous. It i.s 
only then and in those circnmstaiiees tliat eaiiital will lieeome less. shy in 
this province. So far I can^ tell Sir, ti<«n my practical experience 
that as a result ot this big jute strike nnudi cajiilal has indeed herxnne 
"liv auH Sir, even to-day my friend Mf. Silmath Banerjee, foi- Avhoni 
I have the highest respect, has tlireatened finolher big strike in the 
jute mills. I Lope, Sir, he will use his influence not to hiing ahont 
this strike but t-o ‘^ee that lhe*Avorker.s whom he represents in tliis 
House are not put to the same kind of mi^eiy from whiel? they have 
^nifered in the recent past iincf that he will exepcisf? Iiis iiiHuenee in 
the direction t)f establishing better ami more affectionate relationship 
hetw’een the employers and the employees, nof by giving them 
unusually high liopes Imt by seeing that they earn as^mucli money as 
they possibly can. Sir, it is often loosely said that it is the duty of 
the employers t<i spread education, to give medical relief, to'Jncrea^e 
sanitary ineagiires Sir, the employers do it to the extent that t]iev 
can, ;but I hope, Sfr, it will be remembered by everybody that the 
fundamental ^uty of spreading education or giving education, j)f givjng 
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medical relief fs more on ^ the p^opb themselves through the State 
rather than on t*Te employers thcihiselves ‘who have 'got to compete not 
only with factories in th's counfry alone but with factories abroad as 
well. / r. , 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HAfHEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, is 
not always fair nor it is desiraWe^to mi»ke an adverse criticism for 
criticism’s sake only. Sir, 1‘hnve the honour to associate myself with 
many lal)our organisatiims of this city and suburbs. I have coiriplete 
confidence iii the Hon’ble Mr.' Saheed Suhrawardy with regard to his 
capability, with regard to his intellectual capability, with regard to 
his physic;al capability, with regard to his ciapability of organisation. 
Sir,t it it is only directed towards bettering t}ie condition of the poor 
,, Indian lal>ourers, I can hope and very. honestly hope that he can do a 
lot of things for the upliff of tlie Indian labour. , Sir, let him forget 
once for all tliat he had association with labour movement of Bengal: 
let him forget once for all that he had connection witl. tlie so-called 
Khelafat ]uo\ement,of Calcutta: let him think and always think that 
lie is the Ministei in cli^irge of the Ijabour Department of the (xovern- 
ment of Bengal. Sir, if he thinks and thinks correctly and his idealism 
is correct I hope aim strongly hope that these exploiters, be he Indian 
or European, German or American, will be driven out of the shores of 
India, bags and baggage. With r(‘gar(l to Mr. ('ooper, the lehj said 
the better. He spoke of communism. It is Mr. Cooper and his 
frjends who are driving these ])oor w’orkers to the verge of conimunisni. 
The workers want only bare necessities of life: they want food and 
clothing and nothing els( . Sir, with regard to Mr. Kiiaitan I will not 
s-ay any tiling. He is himself a capiti^list and he represents olie of the 
big capitalists of India. Sir, he wants adjustment between lalmur and 
capital. It is the duty of the capitalists to' adjust the conditions of 
the labour and the capitalist. It is not the business of the poor 
workers and the lalxuir kadeis to adjust tjie conditions noxv prevalent 
in the coiintr\ . 1 would only appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

of Labour to rise up here and give us an assurance that he prepared to 
look into the i‘ondition of the Indian labourers. Mr. Cooper and his 
associates with their capitalistic mentality may rise up and say that the 
lieutenants of the Hon’ble Minister can organise labour, on his behalf. 
Sir, I had \he honour to go with him and make speeches with regard 
to labour pidicy. Now, when he is the. Minister in charge, does it 
befit him to send trusted lieutenants here and there to organise labour. 
I beg of the Hoii’ble the Chief Minister to rise up once more and give 
us an assurance' that he is the representative of the poor people of 
Bengal, tc rise up and S4iy that he is going to look a'lter, the interests 
o^f the labourers and that he is not going to look after the interests of 
the capitalists who liave so long exploited enough out of the labour 
of the Indian *lal>ourers, particularly the European exploiters in India. 
The day is not far distant — I can assure Mr. Cooper and people of his 



369 


DEMAND FOE GBJfNT. 

• * ' f 

rhe] 


1937 .] 

mentality — if they proceetf in* tMs way — w^en th^^ will have to leave 
the coasts of India^all on a siidden a^d maj not tven^iave time to take 
what they have accumuhited by exploiting Ii|(Iia. I ask them to think 
, and ponder. 

• The Hon’b’re Mr. H. 8. SUWRAW^RDY; I think I must render 
due and proper thanks to m'<Voiiour:S)le cdiunide f?lvtinal£ Banerjee for 
moving this motion and re.scuiug uicTfniiu oblivion. •! was hc^ng 
against hope that he wMtuld’luuuMf some kind of e(mstruotive eriticism 
against th^ Lab«jif polic.y. 1 was ho|nng against hojie heiause, know- 
ing the pHilosoph/ which my lion’onrahle comiaih' Shil.nath Banerjee 
and his honourable 'colleagues entertain, I did not expect that I would 
get anything but destrpctive friticism from* fliem. ,\nd my exphctj- 
tionahave been fulfilled. 'Not ir,« (.id is said with regiird to the Labour* 
policy ;.iot f, word. Is saicf.with regard to government stepping in tor 
mediation and- oonciliation ; pot a word is said \f»th regard to Govern- 
ment undertirk^ng welfare w/>rk for labour; not a w'ord is said with 
regard to Government recognizing jii'oiier trade hnions. li^tead of 
that, the amswer .which I gave earlier in the evJniag is criticized by him 
and he points out tfiat there,wer(‘ nnyiy inaccurages. The House will 
iiulge whetheii there were any inaccuracies or not. I must confess to 
a certain feeling of elation at the confession of comrade Shibnath 
Baneyiee thatVhciever he went in his efforts towganise yr disorganise 
or excite labour, he whs met with the cry that my humble self, happeji- 
ing to lie' the Ubour Minister, his eff'orts were really directed not in a 
bona fide .spirit but in order to oppose me or^to arouse labour against 
me His evidence is tantamount to this that my humble sell sitting 
here, pos.siblv on account of my Jssociation with the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister, have been aTile to inuiressliiyself on the laboiinng population 
to such an extent that the efforls, not out of eomrade Sliibnalh 
but of a verv large iiiiniber of persovs who are.roaming about the field ot 
labour are of little avail. Cohirade Shibnath Banerjee says that in. v state- 
ment vwis incorrect to the effect that most of the mill-hands had gone 
back to work on the 7th of May. 1 do n'ot kn.w what jiiSt.fieation eoiii- 
rade Banerjee has for making a statement of this nature. Out ot .t.t jute 
mills most of whose workers had. been on strike at some time or other 
only 19 mills ^ere out on the 7th of May inid we had infor^aUon that 
even in the case of these 19 milkf. rnSny of the worljer, were going back 
to work on the lOtli May. ? was pbrfactly right m my stii ement 
there was no'general sGike existent on that day It was at the instanc, 
of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and myself, i 1 ma.v presume t. 
include myself ip hie company, for we felt that^if the labourers wen 
back to wmk like whipped dogs on the lOtli of May it would K 
them down badly, that the Hon’ble thS Chief Minister made that st^te 
ment in order that the labourers may go back to work with a cer am .e^ 
of dignity an^ honour, so that, later on they could plead on equal teqn 
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with their employers and ^sk for le^itiiiiat^ .concession. For this we 
have been derideJl as ctrike-break^rs ; fbr this becadse we pleaded with 
labour that there was point in their star/ ing themselves further, 
that there was no point in their being exploited by others' not for theif 
dwn economic aclvantage, but for ulterior purposes, that they ^should go 
back to work and th^t this Goverf^ment had deliberately embarked upon 
a positive pofjcy cTf tlie welfare — for this'^we have been called strike^ 
brokers. I entirely agree with *nij’ Jioii’})le friend, Mr. Debi Prosad 
Khaitan, berause he knows scvnething abovt the conditions of labour; 
h 9 W they are milched by the grocers oc the oiie hagd7'^>y thfj^^Mahajana 
on the other, and by all hinds of shaiks, and overhand above that how 
they are milched by comrades because they have to pay subscription in 
order that the comrades may be able ,b) go about and organise them. 
For these reasons I deny what both niy hon’ble comrades Shibnath 
Banerjee and Niharendu ‘^)utta Mazumdar* assert regarding '^alleged 
terms of settlement. With regard to Mi'. Dutta Mazumdar, although 
he derided Mr. ('oojjer and advisj^d him to read certairf books in order 
to ascertain what comi)^unism was, I have no sympathy whatsoever 
with his half-baked ideas on communi.sm derived fi'om those books. 
He does not know What is taking place ifi Russia and 1 will not refer 
to that in tliis House. There were no terms of settlement because 
the Jute Mills Association refused to deal with those gen<’tlemen. They 
never consi(U*r(‘d them as genuine labour leaders., Tliey may come here 
anjl say, we are reiiresentatives of -V2,00() deluded labourers who voted 
for us. 1 do not know how long (hey will (larry this popularity but it 
was quite apiiarent to evory one that tlie strike which was being con- 
ducted was not a genuine economic strike. It was being conducted 
for political reasons. It is true th.ey bad put forward labour demands, 
and that the ilemands were ecamomii* in their nature. There is no 
demand there that detenus should be released ; there is no demand there 
that political prisoners should bo I'eleavsed. or should be changed from 
Clas.s B to (dass A. They arc all ei'oiiomic demands, but it is the 
motive hehin(\. tliat strike which conditions whether it w^as economic 
or not — — 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Row could you know 
that? ^ c 

The Hon’ble M^. H. 8. SUHRAWA^DY; We do know it that 
those who engineered the strike did so with a spirit of revolution. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; If the Hon’ble Minister 
denies* the right of labour to strike there will be no escape from a mass 
fevolutfon. t 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In regard to the state- 

mfnt pu^ilished by Pandit Jawaliarlal Nehru on the relatio|nship between . 
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the Congress on the one side » ftn<^. the^ aj^ricultur^ And labour 
population on, the other, Ml\*NiJiarjyJh l)utttF«Mazumdar has stated 
that labour is tlip tirst ^nguard of a revolut^n&ry programme ; that is 
how he looks upon labourers, not for'tfiejr own sake, not that their con- 
ditions m&j* be .ameliorated, not that tliey may get so<nething out o# 
their employers* but that they may.be organised as the vanguard of a 
revolutionary movement,’ And after t/l^t they call uimiiYne to consider 
them as genuine labour leaders who arc^an^iious t(» reiAedv^ (he econoihio 
grie^iices ot labojir worker*. Sii> the\ have, charged us ^\ith not 
doiUj^ oiii\(Vit\* wil*h* regard to victimisation. ComracW Shibnath 
Banerjee has referrejf to what ha tetms victimisation of 4t)0 persons of 
the Fort Gloster dVte Mills. 1 wish he had, also referred to the reply 
that was once given to w que.sW)n asked in this House, which wits to j 
the effecf that tlie workers of Fort Gloster Jute Mills-ireturned to work 
one month previoiis^to tU^ /*essatiun of the strike, i.e., on the l‘2tb of 
April. All the men pxctq)! iltH) had gone bAdk tt^ work and the places 
of these men were filled h\ others. On the 10th May those men 
presented themselves for work at a time when their places haff already 
been filled by othei's»and tlie\ could not t hen*foi;jdl,j. taken in. 1 ask, 
Sir, is this victiinisatioiG”^ Ho 1 understand victijnisation to he this 
that persons* wbo’ refused to go hack* to work even when a strike has 
ceased, and alV their fellow labourers have gone back, should la* taken 
hack ill tludr own tiun**' As soon as 1 got reports oi yict iniisation — 
and most of them were unreliable reiiorts — I asked the Jute Mills 
Association to give me their version, and lhe,\ assuied me t ha t^ there 
w'as not a .single case ol \ ictimisation. It i^a\ or ma> not liave heen^ 
correct, hut there is no leason wh\ I should disbelieve them. So far 
as victimisut Ktn is corn el ned, if tliere is any oasc ot \ ict imisufion let 
the man concenjed sa> that he has been victimised and let him apply. 
Not one man did apiily^Jiut comrade Shibnath Banerjee applied and 
comrade Niharendn Dutta Mazunfdar applied. You must also remem- 
ber that as .soon a.s a strike is ^)ver and (hen* is no victimisation clause 
a large *1111 ml ler oi persons who w^ere not actually at work at the time 
when tlie strike began, a number ot persons dismissed before the strike, 
a number of person.- wlio may have been retrencdied long ago, all come 
forward and damand work, and hence every cas^ had to enquired 
into to do justice. Fveiw ca.se ha.^^to be enquired into to .see if there is 
any real cal^e for grievante. It is, no use .sending p«Htions through 
this mail or "that man. 11 1 found 6n lanpiiry tiiat Hiere was a rciil 
grievance, 1 would hav;* iiskcd the Jute Mills Association with legard 
to each ca.se, to let me know whether the man liad a real grievance 

• • 

•Mr. 8IBNATH bAnERJEE: Sir, the Hon^ble Minister asked 
me personally that the worker should apply to the Managers which they 
- did and I gkv^itbat information to the Hon’ble Mipister. 
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The Hor'bfe Mr. H. 8. ^UHf AWARDY: Sir, I am terribly sorry. 
The point made by mo'was par right. 1 had asked the men to apply 
to the Manager*^ first and ^fter having applied to let me know that they 
had done so. - • ^ 

t 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: . They did both these 
things. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRaWaroY: I [lad po in^ormfrt\A:»TQ ; 

Mr. Banerjee did not inform me;, nor did the nu;n inform me. The 
only information I iv(eiv(‘d from Mr. Banerjee was^.witli reagrd to the 
Fort Gloster Mill; this was not a case of victiinisation. Now I under- 
stand that a number of persons have been dismissed by the various 
mills. Mr. Cooper has said on the floor of ,jhe Ilpuse this afternoon, 
speaking about liis own njill, that these^ men were dismissed not on 
“account of the strike, i.e., for joining the strike hut^ on account of 
indiscipline, insuhorhiiation and lawlessness within the mill long after 
the strike. I can cenfii.n it because I have been keeping myself in 
touch having given an assurance that there wouhl be no victimisation 
and that T would see — and Government w'ould try its lev^^l best to see — 
that the jute mills carried out the assurances that there would be no 
victimisation. T have been in touch with the affairs in the mills and 
I have found that there were cases of indisci])line, lawlessness, con- 
tinued refusal to work, threatening the Managers, defying them, and 
even fldling them that the workers had power to dismiss the Manager 
l)imself. In spite of this state of tilings no Manager dared to dismiss 
a single man for if he did so, he knew that he wouhl be charged here 
by our comra(h‘s on the floor of the House of victimisation. It w^as 
only when matters came to such a pass and affairs became intolerable, 
and tlie Managers found they could ^lot proceed with their w’ork that 
they took courage in both hands. The^ Indian Jute Iilills Association 
took no responsibility for the conduct of such labourers. When the 
workers developed such a defiant and indisciplinary mentality that they 
considered themselves to be masters of the mills, the Managers had no 
other alternative than to get rid of them, and take the consequences. 
In spite df this I have been in correspondence with the mills and 
I have asked for the reasons why these men have been dismissed. If 
I am not satislicd with the reasons, for dismissal, I shall have an investi- 
gation made by the officers of my department and then if I am not 
•satisfied I shall take further steps in the matter. (A voic.ii : What 
further stepg?) I may appoint a Committee of Enquiry — I may take any 
numbef of steps. I may first request the Indian Jute Mills Association 
tp take back as many of the men as they can. I may however tell my 
labpur friends that these men had to lose their jobs because they 
dpveloppd the aweful mentality I have described befoi;e. As I have 
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said I shall try to see that jute mills toke back the men iui^ if they are 
unable to do ^so they must ^rve satisi^sto!^ reajons, aid 'if I am not 
satisfied by thejr reas-^ns I shall tSke* suA further ^teps as I feel 
advisable, • * > 

Maulvi Afttfb Ali has stated that, I first consented to have an 
enquiry under the Trad.e Uifions Aetyind I subsequently resiled from 
that. Why did I do this? HV soys What my firs^t acOessioii to their 
reques^i was due to the fact that I recognised them as labour leacfers, 
I^i|^®^^ 9 ctly triv«p that I did recbffnise them as such and I hoped and 
thou^t iil^ Was a Onva fide trade dispute. I closed my ’eyes at that 
moment to the meaner in which tliis strike W’as actually developing. 
When the strike took place, not in one mill but in several, no demands 
were for^pulated and presented' to the employers. Gentlemen of this^ 
House ought to know how a sti^ike, which is not a political strike, is 
or should be conducted.’ In a proper strike demands are formulated, 
attempts at m.eduition and conciliation are resorted to, and the demands 
are presented to the employers and if the employers do not accede to 
such of them as are reasonable or refuse to Jisteyi to the terms which 
are reasonable in tht^mselves, then a strike takej< place. In these cases 
the strike tpok place without .any demands having been presented to 
the employers until after about 11, months. The Howrah Jute Mills 
struck on fli{‘ 2n(l of T(d)i uar\ and it was couij)osed on the I3()th February, 
(hi the 24th hebiuary th(*ie was a strike at Budge Bud^f*; on the 28th 
March the Central Jute Mill Strike Committee formulated the demands 
dI the strik(*rs. Fven at that moment 1 (dosed my eyes to tJie Jianner 
in whi(di things were done and I said that I would appoint a Committee 
or a Board of Conciliation. Then what was the reply I got— this 
happened on the 12th of April. The reply was “We do not want your 
Board of Conciliation; we do. not want G(jvernment to interfere; we 
want to have an increase in the ^Vexy; and if you cannot give us an 
increase, stand aside. I am going to Titagarh and will bring about a 
strike.” That, Sir, was the reply given to me. AVas that bona fide or 
honest? There is no more jxnverful weaj)on in the hands of Govern- 
ment than to a]q)oint a Conciliation Boatd for the purjufse of bringing 
about an end of the strike. AVhat sort of responsible labour leaders are 
they who reject the appointment of a Boanl, of Conciliation-*^ — 

¥ 

Mfi 8IB*NATH BANERJEB: Sir, may I rise to (icfrreot the state- 
ment made? 

u 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have been very carefully following the Hon’blo 
Minister’s speech and I did not find anything that is open to correo-tjqji. 
If there is, I will cerfainly allow you to do so. I do not think that you 
have anything but a i)ersonal explanation to offer and that } can Iwrdly 
allow in the insist of a de])ate. 
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DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

TN Hon'b^ Mr. H. 8. SUH/RAWARDY: Sir, on the very next 
day — the 13th lAipril ia TitiigaJ^.a strike was brought about. I knew 
that emissaries Wad gone ^ere^ — niy friends had estahb shed contacts in 
all the mills. I had accepted, +he invitation extended to me d)y the 
Xankinarah Labour Union of addressing the jute workers on the 17th, 
and I am thankful to say that the polipy which I laid down there 
has been conilnented .on in the^Jiost favourable terms by all persons 
whr really want to improve the condition of labour; not in this country 
alone, but I am gratified to say al|o outside this,^yountry, i.^poke 
there on the 17th and about 4 days later — the 21st--the emi'.^aries 
succeeded in bringing about a stiike,in tl.e Anglo-Indian Jute Mill 
and thereafter the whole of that area was ablaze. Do you call it an 
e^.onomic strike? Although two and a half laklis of men were involved 
most of the strikes engineered began to crumble wiiliin a sirqrt space 
of time. After the 12th April I found it impossiblt to reason with the 
men, it w'as impossiM'^ to get something leasonable from these gentle- 
men, who acted as their spokesmen, and 1 felt tliat it was far better 
that rfo\ eminent should work in its own manner for the welfare of 
labour than appoint a ( ■onciliation Board. T may t(dl the House that 
in spite of what hajipened and in s])ite of tlie pb.striietive tactics of the 
gentlemen opposite, of our comrades who know so very litile with regard 
to labour conditions in the jute mill area, 1 hav(* from m; own personal 
knowledge of /he condiiions and difficulties of labour not only in the 
jute mill area but also in other industries started an investigation and 
have sent out questionnaires with a view to overhauling the labour con- 
ditions in each industry. J may say at once that if I am not satisfied 
that T am getting a fair deal for the employees, T shall not have the 
least hesitation in apjiointing rommitteos of En(|uirv. T am con- 
vinced that this Government must give a fair deal to laliour. But, Sir, 
I will not allow labour to be exjdoited for ])qlitical purposes. In this 
definite enunciation of my policy my ( v)ns(*ie]ice is clear; and if I should 
be defeated, I shall go out. with colours flying, satisfied that I had done 
for labour and for tlie constitution as much as it was humanly possible 
to do. But I will reiterat(‘ that on no condition Avill I allow labour to 
be exploited for political purposes. 

The motion of Mr. Shibiuith Banerjee that the sum of Bs. 1,18,53,000 
be reduced by Its. 17,950 was jnit and, lost. 


Adjournment. 

^ The .House was then adjourned till 10-30 a.m. on Saturday, the 
2 i8c August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Proceedings of the Bep^al Le^slatij^e Asiemli^ * assembled 
under the*provisio^s of Ae XjoVemm|^t.of Indjja Act, 1935. 

The As'sEMiJLY met in the Asst‘inl)ly House, CaleuHu^on Saturday, 
the 2l8t Aupfusft, 19-^7, at a.m. 

• .t 

Present: 

^ . - • • * 

Mr. Speaker (H 4 * Hoir4de Khan* lialiadur M. A/.i/ul IIaqui*:. c.i.E.) 
in the Chair, theVleveii Hon 'hie Ministers ;^nd 2 ()o memhers. 


STARRED QUEStlbN?* 

* (to which oral answers were giren) 

• » 

• • 

Opening of | canal from Padma to Bhagirathi. 

• • . • • ’ 

♦75. .Mr.,8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Is the Ilon’ble 
Minister in cliar^'e of the Coiniiuinicalion *an(l Woijis (liTi^futiou) 
Department aware — 

(i) that for several years successively a lar<.,^(‘ porlion ot theodistrict 

of Murshidahad known as Hatrri uml Kalanlar has been 
experiencin disaslroiis flood resulting in an almost complete 
destruction of (iifu paddy just on the eve of liarvestiiif:^ ; 

(ii) that the direcj causf* of such Hood is the overflow of river 

water from fhe Paciina and its tributaries, namely, the 
Jalanj^'i, etc.; ^ 

(ill) that this overflow of tb<‘ Padma is partly due lo a beavv hack- 
rusli of currents in Abe riveft caused by ihe-* obstruction at 
Sara bridge; 

(iv) that Hhis overflow' is largely due^ to tfie lact tb^^l the main 
stream in the Gangeg (parent river) <loes not find a free 
^ow, as it useif to (h> before, into the Jlhugiratbi 011 account 
of the Chhapgbati vwhona mid other viohonas up and down 
Cbhapghati having been silted up by gradual deposit of 
sand ; and 

(v) that several years back Mr. Willcocks (since dead), an 

rity on frrigation and canal works, locally surveyed*^ the 
areas from Chhapghati down the Padma and the Bhagirathi 
ap4 submitted a scheme to the Government, based* upon^ hU 
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personal experieilce of a successfully working system in 
tte ^N’ile area P 

^ . h • ' ^ 

(b) If the answers to (a) in the affirmative, wilj the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state, what action, if any, does hei propose taking 
in the matter ? 

(c) Are the Government con (Ordering the desirability of taking steps 
for'opening thrt mouths of the Bhagirathi? 

(d) Do the Government intend publishing the report oi^ the>i*)il^ 
Mr. Willcocks with Government's views on the same? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying a 
bund along the bank of the Padina with sluice-gates at convenient and 
necessary spots? 

(/) Are the Government also considering the desirability of opening 
a canal or canals, ql diversion courses, from the Padma to the 
Bhagirathi ? 


MINISTER in charge of COMMUtJICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tile Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kasimbazar) : (a) (/) and {u) Yes. 

{Hi) This is not a fact. 

Liv) Yes. 

(?’) Sir William Willcocks delivered lectures on the subject in 
Calcutta and his proposals were considered by the then Government. 

{})) Iliver spill, provided that waterlogging does not result and 
provided that the depth of inundation is not such as to damage crops, 
is beneficial in that it fertilises the soil and improves the sanitary 
condition of the tract spilled over. Hence attempts will be made to 
open out spill channels, and to keep all drainages free from obstruction 
and to improve the distributary rivers in order to dispose of the flood 
waters rapidly. 

(c) Yes. 

((/) The- lectures delivered by him were published. 

(e) No. 

(/) The subject will be conrideied in connection with the resuscita- 
tion of the spill channels of the Padma. 


MauIvi ABDUL BARI: With regard to the answer to question 
is it not a fact that the obstruction of the flow of water is due to 
the Hardinge Bridge? And if not, what are the other causes? 
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Tht Hon’Me Maharaja 8RI8 CHAMOR/K NANDY, of l^imbazar: 

No. There may be various >(r)»Ae8 wtich'^ill J^e looknB Into in due 
I'ourse. 

* * w ® 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Is it not, a fact that on scveijafl occasion^ 
in th? past His Excellency the Governor as well as 8eve;al Ministers 
in the course of their-visits to MUrshid^^d gave assuranchs <o open the 
mouth pf the Ganges at Chapghati? . . * ^ ** 

^ ^ ’ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8-.CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Ii may be, but I am personally not aware of such assurances. I am 
however aware that the inattej; has been receiving the attention 
Government Tor some time in Ihv imst. • ^ * 

ft 

f m 

' . • » • j* 

Mauivi ARDUL BARI:, When will Government take steps Ju this 
direction ? 


The Hon’ble Maharajc SRI$ CHANDRA NANQY, of Kasimbazar; 

After the contour survey is completed. 

V 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: flow much money was spent by Govern- 
ment in connection with Hoods in the district of Murshidabad in^lil’^!*^ 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasiipbazar: 

1 require notice. 


Mr. TUL8I CHANPKA UUUWAMi: I would like to ask the 

Ilon’blf? Minister whether in regard to answer (d) there is any scheme 
formed by Government for investigation? 


The Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of l^asimbazar: 

We are examining the matter, bui we have not formulated any scheme 
as yet. ‘ * 


Adoption of “8roe and Lotus” by the University of Calcutta as its 

crest. 

0 

« • 

*76. Maalvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: (a) Is the lltyil)!. 
Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that there is a 
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i • 

feeling of Agitation amongst thfj Muslims of Bengal over the adoption 
of “Sree and Lotus” ITifiyersifytof^ Calcutta as i^s crest? 

(h) If the v'inswer ' to^X*^) affirmative, evill the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased to state steps, if any, the Government have 

ft'aken or d<^.they propose taking in the matter ? 

^MINISTeh in charge of 'EDUCATION O'EPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq}r: (a) Y,es. 

• ^ 'l‘. 

(h) Thernuitter has been token Hip and it is hop^/l that a 4tii^^actory 
solution will soon he arrived at. *' * ' • 

i 

t 

(‘ 

^ ' Mauivi ABDUL BARI:. What steps have* been taker, till now 
for removing the' emblem of '‘Lotus” and “Sree”, on the- crest of the 
Calcutta University? 

‘ f * - 

* 4 . 

The Hon’ble Mh A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have been in corre- 
epondence with the University, but no definite solution has yet 

been arrived at. • , 

Mauivi ABDUL LAJIF BISWAS: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that Muslims tegard “Sree” and “Lotus” as emblems of idolatry? 


Tha Hon’ble Mr. A. K,. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir. 

A Member: What is the idea behind the emblem of “Sree” and 
“Lotus”? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: J am not in a position 
to answer that question which is one of the points that have been 
referred to th^ Thiiveisity. c 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNAcCHOS^E: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
that there are lotuses inscribed on the face of the rupee poin, and in 
view of thijt, is‘he prepared not t(3 pr(A)eed further with the matter? 


The Hoit’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: There may or may not 

be lotuses, but I have not seen them. 

Ifauivi .ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Do not “Lotus” and “Sree” 

signify the emblem of a deity? 
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Thi Hon’Mt Mr. A. K. FAZLUL^HUQ: I hate aliea4y admitted 
that *‘Sree” and “Lotus’* ara» fe^ardld VJ Mu^iras a»aii einblam of 
idolatry. * * 


Mr. ATOL KRISHNA CYlOSE: My question about lo^fses appear^ 
ih" on the face’of the rupee .coin has not been nnswereH dit, Sir. 

Mr.f^8PEAKER : It the Hon ble Minister lias no! seen it, I caif?lot 


Mauivi ABDUi* LATIF bIsWAS: Has there been any corre- 
apondence with the ITn^versity^aiul has any ’reply been received P 

, The*Hon»bl0 M*r. A.\k. FAZLUL HUQ: Ves, we have had 
correspondency tj^ilh *ihe’T' nivei'sily. We have Vritlen several letters 
and l eceived inany replies thereto 


Mauivi ABDUL*BARI: Js it a fact that **?^ree” and “Lotus'’ are 
considered ijh 41 national einblem? • 

# 

The Hpn’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am mil await', Sir, 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I s not the buus considered to be 
a beautiful flower of Ben^mlP 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I should like to make the 
position clear here. H«id it beei^ merely “Sive” or “Lotus,” there 
may not have been any objectufti, but the combination oi the two is 
being regarded by the Muslfm communitv as a delibeiute insult to 
Muslim sentiment. 

n 'i 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is (lie llon'blu Miiii.stcr aware 
that the Baffeswari Pr.ifessor of FiiirArfs who happens lo Ir; a Mnhain- 
mailan at tl;e jireaent moment ajiilroves of this “Srec”^an(l “Lotus” as 
an emblem ^f art? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 am not aware of that. 

Mr. 8YED JAtTALUDDIN HASHEMY: How long has ihis 
emblem been used by the University and has any Muslim, member of 
the Senate or^ indicate taken any objection to it? 
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• '* 

The Hon’bte Mr. A. K. FAZ|.UL HUQ: There are several supple- 
mentary questiens put by Mr. Kashentyo ul wish to have the questions 
put and answered one, bygone’. 

I 

Mr. 8YED ilALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: How long has this 
miignia bee^ in use as a crest by the University? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAiLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

'* -■ ( • • • < ■ 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDiH HASHEMY: Ha3 any Mud m ^^ernber 

of the Senate or the Syndicate ever tajien any obj(*ction to it? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say, because I 
am not aware wh^n it was introduced'. , 

(At this stage, a rupee coin was handev over to the Hon’ble thv# 
Chief Minister by Dr. Sanyal.) 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: After seeing the rupee coin, will 
tlie Hon’ble Minister raise any objection to lotuses appearing on the 
face of the rnj)ee ( 3in? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: My attention has been 
drawn to something on the rupee coin wliicli may be taken to be lotuses, 
but I do not admit, Sir, that they are clearly lotuses. I liave already 
said, had it been merely a lotus or sree, there may not have been any 
objection, but the combination of the two are objected to by th® 
Muslims. (A voice: A coalition.) 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Was not the Hon’ble the Chief 
Minister a member of the University when this “Lotus” and “Sree” 
was introduced? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I was a member for some 
time oi the Senate of the Calcutta University, but its introduction was 
never made in consultation witli the members of the Senate. It was 
only after a country-wide agitation had been started that I came to 
know that “Sree” and “Lotus” are on the emblem. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Is it not a fact that the Muhammadan 
students of the Calcutta University Imycotted the Foundation Day 
Ceremonies on account of the use of “Sree” and “Lotus” on the emblem 
0 ? the University? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes, Sir, that is a fact. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Next question. . 

Mr. RASIKIAL BISWAS: ^*anothc/ supplementary 

question, ^Sir.# • , . 


I Jiave* already |pven the widest py^hle latitude 
House, an 5 callewtthe next ^Juestion. Yo 


Mr. SPEAKER: 

to all sections of the House, an^j^aileStthe next ^Jugstioif You should 
not thwefore press for another supplementary question. bYou will iSVe 
ip4ii||^er.opportuTrity to discuss the same matter when the Education 
Budge? comes up. 


^ UI^STARl^ QUESTIONS 
(to \y(uch A^wert were laid on the table) 

. .T. 

Price *of jute and sugarcane. 

7. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: {*) J*s the llon ble Minister 

in charge of the AgricuUure*and Industries Department aware - 

(i) of the extreme economic distress of the agriculturists in the 

* • « 1 

* province; and > 

(n) {hat abnormal fall in the price of agricultural products 
generally and that of jute specially is responsible for such 
economic distress? ' 

(h) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state whether Ciovernment contemplate early 
steps to fix the minimuiw^price'of jute and sugarcane after due enquiry? 

MINISTER in charge of* AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Baharhir, of 
Dacca): (a) (0 and ('/) I am aware that (he ffeneral fall *111 agricultural 
prices during" recent years has caused cnnsiderahle distress to tile agii* 
culturists of Bengal. ^ ^ ‘ , 

(b) The question of fixing minimum price for sugarcane was 
referred to.a coinniittee consisting aiainly of non-officfajs last year and 
they were not in favour of such aciinm This question is again being 
considered hut the action to he taken must deiiend on .the recommenda- 
tions to be made by the Tariff Hoard who are now investigating the 
case of the sugar industry. * . ^ 

■ The question hf'fixing a minimum yrice for jute is one whioh is 
being investigated by the Central Juie Committee. The results of 
their enquiry are awaited.^ 
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Rmunaratidfi pf axtra copiR^ts cf the office af Ragigtrar of As ulnmo ^ 

• Caicutia. 

8. R8i HAREMDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in^’*hacge of the Education Department be pleased to state-^ 

1 - ■ 

(i) the a\erage highest monthly income and the lowest average 
moiithly income cf extra copyists of the office of the Regis- 
trar of Assurances, Calcutta, m — 

(1) 1926, and 

(2) 1936; and 

' (ii) whether the question of remuneration of these "eJSTirfe cojiyists 
is under consideration of the Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (i)— 

Highest average Lowest average 
Year. monthly monthly 

income. income. 

Rs. Rs. 

1926 .. .. .. 25 15 

1936 .. .. .. 35 17 

(n'ri The Inspector-General of Registration, Bengal, is considering 
/bis question . 

A Member: How many extra copyists are there in the office of the 
Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta? 

f 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware, and I 
would require notice. 

' Unemployment problem. 

9. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANUAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department aware of the 
problem of unemployment in Bengal? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, do 
the Governrrient intend to take to meet the situation ? 

Yn Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daocae 

(a) Yes. 
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(6) I caanot answer for whnt>m,ay be done iii,ciher department® 
but 80 far as ,my departments are qoncernifll, 'whjch deal principally 
with middle-class unemploymeift, a nutiber o \ schemes are under con- 
sideration for’ the improvement and expansion of those which are 
already in* e^tistence .ior giving trjiimng in various fo^ms of indu.lry^ 
and agj^culture and affording ^nancial assistance to unemployed ur idle- 
class^ersons to enable theni to set themselves up in business. ' 

Mauivi ABDUL BAf^h liat schemes have up till now been taken 
in hand b>\the Ilmrble Minister in regard to the problem of unemploy- 
ment amongst bhadrblok youths? 

• • 

The Hon’ble Nawab,Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I would honYirable fneraber'fo wait till ?he Industries ^ 

Bud^t is iutro(hic«ck])y mi when 1 shall have an opportunity of laying 
before the House* the poli('y of Govejnment so fa^’ as this Dejwirtment 
is concerned. • 

• ; 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: AVhen does he loopose to do 
that? 

• • 

The Hon’tfle* Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH , Bahadur, of Daooa: 

I havg alread\» said that I shall lay down the policy of the Dei^rtment 
when presenting the Industries Budget. 


Introduction of primary education in Mymensingh. 

10. Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Wiyl the Hon’ble Minister 

in charge of the Education Depurftnent be pleased to state - 

> 

(/) the amount necessary for the introduction of tlH‘ l^rimary 
Education Act in tile districi of Mymensingh; 

(m) the estimated receipt from the education cess in the said 
district; and 

(Hi) the amount that is now spent from the 'provincial revenues 
for the primary education in the .said di.strict? 

. • • . • • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: (/ ) It has l^een estimated 
that a fairly good start could be mad# with Ks. llj(),0t)b per annum, 
(ri) Rs. 9,07,198. 

(Hi) Rs. 1,88,140. 

A Member: •In*Vfew of the fact thafr collection of the education 
ceBs is in progress in the district of Mymensingh, will the Hon'lje 
Minister be pleased to state the reacons why primary education has 
DjOt yet been ^introduced in ^hat district? * 
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i 

Th# Hoit’blo Mr* At Ki FAZ^U^ HUQ: It was proposed to levy 
an education cess in the ^listrict of Mymencingh. Arrangements were 
complete, but as soon a. we t^ok office, an agitation was started in 
Mymensingh and numei?)U8 telegrams were sent to us objecting to the 
‘inlj[“OBition of the cess. * In consideratioil of that fact, and* in deference 
to large volunie of public, opinion, ’^e have stopped the imposition 
of the cess at the present moment, and I may infoppi the Houa^ that 
it is one qf the points on which we are^?abouring to try and s^ . now 
we can introduce primary education without the imposition of any 
taxation. 

The same member: Will the Hon’ble Minicter be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the District School jBoard unanimously passed 
a resolution requesting tne Governqient t/i giva.t^^'''t to the Act 
immediately ? f 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a fact that the 
District School Board has been insisting on the imposition of the cess, 
and I have already laid that we are going to make a supreme effort 
to introduce i)rimary education without taxation. If any taxation is 
necessary, we will consider how far we ohall have to g’vt effect to the 
taxation proposals ot the Primary Education Act. 

Filling up of the posts of Sheristadars and Superintendents of the 
' Collectorates by Muslims. 

11. Mr. A. M. ABPUL HAMID: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Kevenue Department be pleased to state — 

{i) the number of posts of revenue Sheristadars and Superinten- 
dents of the Collectorates in. the province; and 

{ii) the number that are Mussalmans? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment consider it desirable to fill 50 per cent, of these posts by Muslims P 

(c) If the answer to (5) is in the affirmative, do the Government 
intend to takq steps to retire immediately the Sheristadars and Super- 
intendents who are in extension of service and to fill up the vacancies 
by qualified Muslim clerks of the Collectorate ? 

MINIStER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (t) 27, and {^) 2. 

\ (b) No, the post of Superintendent is a very important one, and it 
is essentia] that promotion to thi^ post should be on merit alone. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Mr* A* Ml ABDUL HAMID: On whose recomriendation are these 
appointments piade? ' ^ 

t 

Th^Hon’bje Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the /teom- 

jnendation of the Dii^trict CcJIectprs. 

'• ' 4 t 

1^. A. M. ABDUL HAMII): Is it noi a fact that tlic.te appoint- 
“r’.Vts are m4de not, hv tliex^ollectorf^ W l),v the Uoard'of KevenueP 

The HVl’ble.S^r BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: J require notice. 


Estate^ ‘tinder, the Court pf Wards. 

12. . Mauivi MD. H|VSANUZZAMAN: Will ;he Hon bio Minister 
in charge (ST tjie Kovenue Uepiirtnieht be pleased to la,v on the table a 
Btatemeiit shiowiiig — 

(0 the iiumher^of e.state.s now under the of Wards; 

(n) the names of (1) Muhammadan, and (2) Hindu estates; 

{ill.) the names of Managers of the respeetive estates P 

* 0 

The Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY* A stattunent is 
laid on tlie table. 


Statement referred to in reply to unstarred qaesUon No, 12» 
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(ii) and {Hi) List, of Hindu Estates. 

1. Mahisadal 

2. Basudebpur 

3. Panclirote 

4. Balishai 

5. Pabari 

6. K, 0. Chatterjee’s Tnist 

7. Chowdlniry Spudamini Dasi 

8. Kumar ICrjshlta Mukherjee 

9. Anukul Chandra Banerjee 

10. Saiiendra Kiiikar Pal 

Bholanath Das Mahapatra 


Hindu 

.. 105 ‘ 

Muhammadan 

.. 28 

Others 

5 
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Names of Managers. 


! Babu iJpendra Nath Banerjee. 
/ |'Babu Dhirendra Chandra Sen. 

* I Babu Durga Sankar Bay. 

J 
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i 14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 

21 .' 

22 . 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 


39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

4^. 

48! 


QUESTTIONS. [21st Ato., 


List of Hindu Estates. ^ 

<u 

B. L. Mukherjee’s Trdfl * 
Janli^'zar No. I ® 

Jan bazar Np- II 
Hhiikailash No. I 

Bhukailash No. TI 

Panihati No. I 
Panihati No. II .7 

Raha 

Bhowanijmr (Bttrataraf) 

Bhowaiiipur (Cliolotaraf) 

K. N. Roy 

Ohetjangk 

Indira Debi 
KaBim bazar Raj < 

Lalgola Raj 
Mukhcrjee 
Bagcliar Rai 
Bagobar Chowdhnry 
T. C. Cbowdbury 
Bnnagati 

Naldanga 

(Jobardanga (Barataraf) 
Gobardanga (Sejotaraf) 
KJiararia 

Bhowal 

Banglabazar 
Swarnanioyee Debi 
Miirapara Barataraf 

Dhankora No. I 

Golokpur 
Goyhatta 
Sherjnir No., I 
3 herpur No. II 
Raiorshi 

Susang Baratababil 
Dakshinshabazpur ’ 


] 


•V 


Names of Managers. 
Babu Kamada Charan Sanyal. 


>Babu Prabhendra Mohan Gupj^. 

J. .f*. ' *1. 

.1 . • v"' 


] 


Mr. S. D. Ghoshal (Honc^ary Mana- 
ger.) 

Babu Siidhir Chandra Sen. 


J-Babn BaiKuntha Cliandra Sen. - 

Babu Satish Chandra Guha. 

J-Babn Birendralal Roy. 

Rai Jitoiidra Nath Sarkar Bahadur. 
Babu tli)endra Kumar Gnha Neogy. 


Babu Upendra Chandra Sen. 

. Babu Kartic*j)ada Basu. 

^Babii Paresli Nath Basu. 

Rai Saheb Upendra Nath Ghosh. 
Babu Jogendra Kumar Mukherjee. 
Babu Nayanendra Chandra Sen. 

Maulvi A. M. M. Khan (officiating). 

Babu Jyotirindra Nath Roy. 

Babu Rasikranjan Maitra. 


■} 


49.,, N. K.^Basu 
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QUESTIONS. 

r I ‘ 


List of Hindu Estates. 


^ Nameel^ of Managers. 
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50. 

Amrajuri 


51. 

A. K. Debi^ 

. . y: 

52. 

B. L. 'Key *and others 

53. 

S. P. Ghosal , 

f 

54. 

S*B. Chosal 

• • 

55. 

Chosal . . 

• • 

5G.* 

S. S. (^hoeal • • 

•\ 

57. 

Madhabpacha* ^ • 

> 

58. 

BasaiiVa (i\ianagtVl j 

ointly with 

• 


other estates). • 

.59. 

Nani Goj);il,.Miikhorje< 


6«. 

Raj Kis.sen Banerjee • 

• • • * 

61. 

Rani 1^ itt*’'»%Ew^iri 

• . . 

62f 

Sureiidra Bijiiy ifoy ^ 

• 

63. 

Rahi Kuinar*Kisliori|\ 

lohaji Roy 

64. 

Lakshi Kajniiii *Ben ’ 

65. 

Noajiara* 


66. 

Ghosal 


67. 

Padua Gupta # 


68. 

Banigrain Roy 

(faughters 

69. 

Pramilallhlif J)cbi and 

70. 

Jogesh^ Chandra itoy 

• 

71. 

Bliukailash (Xijipera) 


72. 

Majitjiur 


73. 

Saciiar 


74. 

Tagore 


75. 

Bardhan 


76. 

R. K. Bose and others 


77. 

B. C. Saha 

t 

78. 

Brikutsa 



,VBal)u PrafuUa*Kumar Ser-d^ 

I • 

Babu Jiianemlra Natli Bunerjee. 
Man'agc^l by (’ollertorato Nazir. 

^Jkbu Sudliir Bhaiulra J)oy. 
l-BaDu juuncsdi^iianara isen. 

J 

i-Babu Bliupoudra Nath Bhatt<w)har- 
jee. * 

I 

>Ba])u Hem Kumar Bose. 

Babu Kshitisii Chandra Has (iupta. 


79. Agradwip 

81). Mahadebpur 

81. Puthia 

82. JanbazarNo. II (Dmajpur) 

83. Majdiha • 

84. Maid war 

85. Mallick No. I 

86. MalJiekNo. JI 

87. Haripur Barataraf 

88. Deb Banna 

89. Babin 

90 . I. C. Koy Truftt 

91. Bardhankuti 

92. Tushbhandar 
Kakina * 


Babu B%santa Kumar Cuba. 

Babu Narendra Nath Oliakravarty. 

Babu M(jlrtt Chandra Banerjee. 

* 

Babu Birendra Kumar C^ha. 

. . Babu Tcjchandra Baijerjee. 

•'1 

. . V^abu T^afjdla Chandra Das. 

•J 

. . Babu Kiran Chandra Chakravarty. 

. . Babu Satisb Kamal Siiilia, . 

• t 

. . Und^r the CoIIe<itor direct. 

, . Mr, S. C. Hoy (Honorary, Manage!.) 
. . Babu UmeSh Chandra Acharya. 

.. Babu Himangsliu Mohan ^laye.V 



List of Hindu^EstateSj 
, Bainandanga 

t)5. LWiri (Junfor) 

i * 

96. I^ahiA (SAiior) 

97. Taj hat 

98. ‘ Radlmballav' 

‘99. Kamarpukiir 

100. Poyda 

9)1. Tagore (Pabiia) 

102. Siikseiia 

103. Naokhila 

104. Natore 
lob. Searfiole 


QUESXIONS, 

* • ^ 


[21st Aug., 


Names of Managers. 


Babu iSiddheswc^r Pakrasi (Hono- 
rary.) 

feabii NageiiUra Ch. Lkhiri (Hono- 
Vrary.) ^ , * 

I^abu Dhirananda Das. 

- Babii^ t'achirulrqj£;j' Koy . 

Mav.ivi Mir 

Bal^ii Ne.liarbimlu Kay. 

Babu Jo^esli Oliaiidra 8inha. 

Babu Raj end ra ^'^"osal. 

Babu J^g(; lulralal J'akr'ashi. 

Bab^i J)iiii.-sh ClKiii\lra Dutt. 

Babu Prabhat Chandra Sen 

(Additional Majiager.) 


List of Muhamniadt^n Estates. 


Names of l^Tatnigers. 


(). 

7. 

S. 

9. 

do. 

dl. 

il2. 

13. 

U. 

16: 

i-6. 

J7. 


Babu Monoraujaii Das. 
Manlvi Md. Sheikh Yunus. 


Pratap]>ur 
Syedpur Trust 

Nawab K, Habibullah and others 
Heirs of Nawabzada K. AttiokoUah 
^K. Md Ismail and u,nother 
X. Nooruddin and another 
Hon’ble Khan' Baliadur Syed J-Maulvi Md. Vahya. 
‘Abdul Hafecz. ' 

NavNabzadi Peri Banu 
Hon ’hie Sir Nazimuddin and 
another. 

K. Md. Adel and others. 


Babu Nayaneiidra Chandra Sen. 
Mauivi A. M. M. Khan (officiating.) 
Babu Prafulla Kumar Sen. 


Kazi Alauddin (managed jointly 
\^ith other estates). 

Haibatnagar (managed jointly 
with other estates), 

Dasmina (managed jointly with 
otlier estates). 

Chaudhury Md. Ismail Khan 

(managed jointly with other 

estates). 

Mst. Halima Khatun (managed 
jointly ^^itll other estates). VBabu Jnanendra Nath Banerjee. 

Mst. Kazia Begum and others 

(managed jointly ^^ith other 

estates). 

Bamna (managed jointly with 
other estates). 
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y 1 


List of Mi hammadai) Estates. 

* 

18. Habiganj « * \ . . Maidvi 

19. Mat. Karimunnessa Begum’] 

(manageli jointly with, o^er 
estates). ’ , * • 

20. (!Hiauphaldandi (Khan *SahibJ 

(managed iointly with btber^ 

• esta^tes). * • * * 

21. Comilla Nawab * * 


. Namei of Managers. 
iV e" M. Abdul Karim^^ 


Babii KameSl/ Ohandra S^i. 


22. Badarennessa 

23. Kazi , 


>Babii Mahendra Lai 8arkar. 


• J 


Babii Sjibodh Kumar Clhoah. 


24. Pashimgaon (manag^l jointly Jbibu Bhupendra Nath BhattacIjaN 
' join tV^i^Vi^ther estates). * , jdb? 

2I!>. Chough<!)ria*»\hia (nAnaged jointly Babu Basanta Kumar Ouha. 
with other.estates)] , , » 


20. Afanulla Trust 


Mhidor the Collector direct. 


27 Reazuddin 'rrust . • 

28. Mahipur (manage<l jointly with Babu Niharbindii Ray. 
other j^stab's) # 


.y. 71 ‘ Natncs of Court of U'ards K.stntos. th(‘ proprietors of which aro 
Christians, liave been excluded from these lists TRc estate of the Nawab 
Bahadur of Murshidabad. wuicfi is not atdurtof Wards Estate, has also been 
excluded from these lists. 


Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minis^T be. 
pleased to state wlndjier these estates have been taldm over by Goveru- 
juent beeaus«‘ the ])ioprielors ai’e i*ncapable of managing their esiatesP 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I think, Sir. 
that question does not arise out of this question. 


Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: AVhat aie the reasons lor having 
taken over tho.se estate's by the Couit of Wards? • 

• . . • 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAO SINGH ROY: .1 submit that 
that question does not aiis(«out of* tliis (piestion. 

t • 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1th ink the stalein«‘nt shows the itumbor of eHtat-es 
taken over by the Court of Wards, and as .sindi, any question as to why 
the estates *were. taken over is ])erfectly in order. 


The Hon^ble Sir BUOY PRASAO SINGH R.OY: There W venous 
/easons why 4hese estates have been taken over; some of them wtre 
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r ' 

taken over bn the [,TOund ^that the proprietors are minors, or ladies; in 
^^aome cases they were ta^en ov^r,^ beSn^ ep'.mmhered estates, on the 
«'>rj^ifiatif>n of tlie prop/i)fitoi's themselves. (: ' a 

' Dr. yNALI NAKSH'A 8ANYAL: (in rase a ^^entieman* )ra])pens to 
' be in tliK list, is he not incapable , of nTniia«*ipfj^ the <xovei nment /estate, 
if he has been considered incapable of fmairagin*^ his own estater^^ 

" ■ ■ 

K/. 8p6aker: Order, order. That cpiesiio^i is i^ot in order. 

, A Member; Will U le lion ’hie Minister be plei^sed to state whether 
the very fact that an estaj-e iS encnmbered is a p-ioiind /for Government 
tr) take over charpe of that ])roperty? 

r , 

The Hon’bfe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCHiRDY:; Sir. Kie 
pro])rietors in such ciises ap]>ly for l)(‘in”‘ dechjrei disqualified i)roprietors, 
end tlieie is a section in tin* Act under whic.li Government can declare 
them to ^be discjnali.fied ])roj)rielors. In sncli cnses, Gov<'rnment exercise 
their discrid-ion. . ' ^ 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the IhmMde Minister 
be pleaH(‘d to state whether slalutorv powei is pivon t(\ eacdi of tliese 
court of wards estates^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: That quest ion d(>es not arise 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: May I know wlndher all the zemindars 
whose name's are on this list are dis(|nalified ])ro])iietors. 

I 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, ordei . lie lias already answered as to why 
these estates have been taken over. Your (|nestion i^ theref<ne merely 
a repetition. ^ 

Short Notice Question. 

550. Ijilr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA; {a) Will the Hon ble 

Min ister in charjre of the llonn* (Special) Department be pleased to 
stale: — 

(i) whether it is a fa(‘l that the condition ot foui' of the liuiif^er- 
strikvrs in the Andamans Islands is ])recaiious; and 
(n) whether he has received any comiminication from the Govern- 
• inent of India about the condition of the huiioer-strikers? 

(b) If fhe answer to {a) {li) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the contents of the communication? 
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* . N • 

(c) Has the Hon’ble Minister j'eceived jny conimuni cation regard- 

ing the condition of thi^iiingA*-8t risers fr«^n the Chief Commissioneri 
of the Andamans? ’V * , 

(d) If the.answer to (c) is ii\ ti^e affirmative, vvill^lie be plj^ed t^) 

state the contents of such cdinmfinication? ^ ^ * 

Is the Ilon’ble Mi*nister considering the desirabilitf of permitting 
two members oi‘ the ('(i;j”'res? Assen^tdy Party’ to gy and visit the 
hunger-srtikers ]rtv*tlie Andamans to discuss tlieir grievances with the 
prisoners-and to |1erspa(1e theni to give iij) the strike? • 

(/) If so, is thf* llon'ble Minister considering the (h'sirabilitv of 

. . # . • . ' • 
issuing such permission forthwitli? 


MINIST^RJp charge of ME DEPARTMENT (the Hon^le 
Khwaja'Sir' Na;imi!ddk^)< (/) (</) to (V/): The latest information in 
my possession ij tiiat t^ie niynlMU’ o/ teirorist conricls on hungm-strike 
is 22-') ; three th(*m an ’ *011 the M-rionsly ill list, the condition of one 
of them bmTig critical. 

# 

(.‘?) This is a mptter foi the (lAvcrnmeiit oj^lndia 


Mr. SURENORA MOTHAN MAtTRA: M ill fhe lion bic Minister 
consider it fi^ to -end a ?‘ommunicahon to the ( loveniment ol India 
recomimuiding that an\ two imunbei's of oui‘ ]>arty be ])ermitted to see 
the hungei-strikeT^ in or(h*r to di>suade them from the strike? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAIiMUDDIN*^ T he communications 
between tlie (loveiTimcnt of Bengal and the Government of Indyt are 
of a (‘onfidmitial nature, but so far as forwarding tAe reipiest that has 
been made is conceined, tlu' Gov(*rnment of Bengal will consider that 
question, 1 may inform the House that from Mondas lU'xt the (Antral 
Assembly will lie sittnig, and the representatives from Bengal can 
place all the questions in that Assembly. 

• 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: May I submit that although 
there will be an opjiorl unity of raising the, question in the Central 
Assembly, the ^hunger-strikers may not piAbably surv^’e tht^ strike till 
then. Thei-<‘fore, the question ])ift hy mv^ honourable frmnd simply 
asks the Government to consider the desirability of making it easy for 
some of the* reyresen tali vef of Beng«il to visit the ATidainans in order 
to dissuade them from continuing* the hunger-strike. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAIIMUDDIN: Tlie Government of 
Bengal will consider this question, but what we are going* to write k) 
the Government of India I cannot discTose, because it is confidential. 
All communications between the Government of India and the •Gov- 
ernment of Bengal are confidential. 
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[ 21 st Avd*f 


DEMAND FOE GRANT. 

f / * * 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDjRA GUPJa': Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if they h^e any, objeAion t<,any effort being made by 
%ireipber8 on this side oOlie'^Honse to persuade the ♦hunger-strikers to 
give ^^the strike? 

The Kon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MU ODIN; Not only have j^e no 
objection, but Ve are trying our^evel best from eve;ry source to persuade* 
them to do so, 'and in tliis conrte(ftioii I again inform the House 

thatct-he position of the Government of-- Bengal is fhat in the debate 
that was iietd liere on tlie Andamans question, the mover of <^he motion 
Iqid stress on two main issues, namely, class ificat'ipn and repatriation. 
Our replies, 1 may r(;peat, again, are, as regards classifi/^aiion, that the 
Government of Bengal are pre])aje<l to take up Irhis question immediately 
after the present session of ille LegislaBire, and as *Hipatriation, 

we are ])re])ared, as soon as the hunger-strik'^ iA over, jdo sit round t*he 
table and diH(;uKs whh the menibeas of tkis and the Upper House. I 
am further in a position to state in this House that we have an assurance 
from the Governnifpit of India that there will be no victimisation. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA; Does not the Hon ble 

Minister think <hat*the pr(‘S(‘nee of two members from Hiis side of the 
House at the Aiidanuins at this critical juncture will gom great length 
in persuading the hunger-strikers to abandon the strike? 

, Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of ()j)inion. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. * 

25 — General Administration. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIK KHAN: 1 beg to move that the sum of 
Es. 1,18,5^,000 demanded for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration" be reduced by Es. 100. 

My obj'ect in moving this cut motion is to enter my epqdiatic protest 
against the drastic ami indiscrimin‘at(‘ manner in which the certificate 
procedure is being applied in Bengal for the realisation of rents from 
the agricultural tenants. 1 tiiink. Sir, tlie framers of the Public 
Demands PecoAery Act never imagined that tlie provisions of tliat law 
would ever be apiilied for purjmses like this. We all know tlie manner 
in whi(di the certificate procedure is being applied for the realisation 
bf rents, 'll is being applied in a most drastic manner 'so much so 
that the Public Demands Becovery Act and this certificate procedure 
is r^gavilefl by the Bepgal tenants as a veritable terror. The different 
holds in which the certificate procedure is applied may«-be said to bb 
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three. First of all the procedu^ is applied ior thefrealisatiori of rents 
from khas mSial tenantS^secoudl} ^ A is apl^J^d'for the realisation ut ^ 
rents due to lauHlords whose estates are ujnder the mana^a‘me»:i. di 
Government under the court yf J^vards; and J^hirdl^, it is aJy6 usetl 
for the realisation of rents due tu certain privnl^ landlords who urh 
inve^fed with the powers^ of certitic^ate procedure undjer the Bengal ^ 
Tenancy Act. 1 have al^;ead 3 * stated,^ Sir, tliat it is being used in a 
most indfscrimikaTe manner. It may be said that landlords are in 
arrears i^ respecf of , their diles. Why should there not, be theTefore 
some easy and expeditinirs proceilure for the reali.salion ol tiieir duesi^ 

1 submit that thesi^ arrears §enerall,> acyninulaled during the da>s*ot 
economic depression. In those da^\s the Betigal itujiaf.s were Indpless. 
But look at the treatm^it mated out tOi Jlieugal nuijaif^ during those 
d^iys. Wherea^ dilring that ]»eriod there were remissions ol rent else- 
where, •in BengSl the ct^riifioate procedure was bepig used against them 
as drastically* and as merrily as ever. That was the treatment meted 
out to Bengal ranjat^ during those days of depression. There is no 
justification whatsoever for the application of ^h/s drastic procedure 
for the realisation* of rents Irom agricultural tenants. Sir, is the 
Bengal recalcitrant i' 1 say most emphatif*all^ that lie is not. 

The Bengal niii/at is proverbial!} meek, submissive, law-abiding and 
God-i'earing. We know’ that to the Bengal raiijai the jiayment of 
rents is regarded not only as a legal obligation* but also as a religious 
duty. A Tdiijat who dies without being able to pa} his rent or his dues 
to the ina/uijan thinks that he is dying with a burden of a sin on iTis 
shoulder and instances are Uvit rare in which lie does not even^take 
advantage of the law’ of limitation and in many cases ho has b(‘eh seen ' 
to pay rents wdiich were due from him Ui years ago without any 
hesitation. Tliat being so, my question is why a drastic law should 
at all be a])])lied tor the reali/at ion of nuils from thos<' jieojile. If the 
Act was judiciously applied, iheli probably this comjilaint might not 
have a«isen at all. But the manner in wlifcli it has been ajiplied has 
given rise to widespread complaints. If this power of realising rents 
by certificate procedure is still exercised by tiie landlords and the court 
of wards, I think nothing can induce tlie dfengal niiyjul, to *b(dieve that 
in future this Act will be more hifliianely applied. So far ins the reali- 
zation of rents of estates under the court of w'ards is conpiTiied, it seems 
that the question has beeh raised by my friend, J)r. Sanyal, wliether 
persons who are considered to be disqualified to^ manage their own 
estates should be considered capable of managing the affairs of other 
persons and of being vested with the highest responsibility of the State. 
That is aUogether a different question, Sir. And as the-Udn’ble t^ir 
Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy has pointed offt, it is not alwavs a fact that 
because a proprietor is disqualified or incompetent that his estate tcomes 
under the court of wards, but there may be other causes as well. My 
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submission is that^the certificate pi;ocedure should no longer be applied 
for the realisation of, the dues ot estates now'^under the eourt of wards, 
-ilpcondly, the ^investmeSfi'f of private landlords with^the power of cer- 
tifica^^ procedure is considered by Uie Bengal and by every 

Mght-tninking '^persod as an obnoxious and ' atrocious’ procedure. 
Almost all the propJietors who- hav>^ been give,n this*power have <^bused 
it, so much so that. the raiyaf^ under-' such landlords are much'' more 
unliappy than ’'those miyaU whrr art* n()t -^hder theiii. *1 ihink Miis 
que.vfeion was raised previously on the* floor' of this House and an 
assurance was given by Governmeiii that in future the*polic/ of invest- 
ii;g^ private landlords with tliis power wimld be reviewed and that this 
power would he very sptpingly used. But I submit that ntdhing to 
Vliat eft‘e<‘t has been done and private 1 a ipl lords lire being freely invested 
W'ith powers of certificat e and they are using such j)(t«ri'fl*ns flagrantly 
as ever. I think therefore that the first thint’ that Jlovernnwpnt can 
do is to do aw^ay wiili this jirovisirtn in th*t^ Bengal Tehapcy Act. The 
relevant sei^tion is section l-nSA. Govm’nment , T understiviid, is going 
very soop to intioduce a Bill for amending the Bengal Tenancy Act. 
If (lovernment is i-ealk earnest to do something ifi this direction, the 
best course that (loverninmit can take is to incorporate a clause in the 
pj’oposed Bill for repealing this section IbSA and tJie*^ other (U)gnate 
sections loHAA and loSAAA. I think this is a ver\ ifiodest demand 
that I am making, alttliough tlie demand that is being’ generally made 
by the otlnu' members is that the w'hole Act shoubl be repealed. They 
(lymand that there should not be any Act like tin* Public Demands 
Recovery Act on the statute book. Whether it is feasible or not should 
be cV.imined. So far as T am concerned, I am not soaring so high as 
to ask for th(‘ rejieal of the w'hole Act just at the'])resent moment, but 
the least, that Government can do is to repeal those sections of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. With these few w'onls, jSir, T ])lace my motion 
before. the House for its ac(a*ptance. 


Mr. SPEAKERS Mr. Surendra Mohan Maitra, wull you kindly 
note tliat I am henceforth allowing ten minutes only for speeidies? 

^ f 

Mr. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: All right. Sir, I shall be 
very short. 

I rise to accord jn;\ w]n>le-hearted*sup])ort to the honourable member 
from Faridpur. * Sir, this c(*rtificate procedure has been in my view, 
and in the view of nian> others, as being a State tyranny, and is 
UcState fynmny. I know’ that in the name of realization of dues, police 
ar^ sent out to realize dues that can be recovered under the Public 
Demands I^covery Act, and the result has been that the whole house 
bag been practically looted and even the grain-seeds taken aw’ay. I. 
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know that ill a court of wards estate, viz., tl^e Kasiij^bazar estate in luy 
district, some, time ago ^^se tlAii^s ^ctiiallv happened. This is not 
stray case, Sir; t]lis is tllA usual case in ftiaWrs of realization of due- 
under the Pi^blic Demands Recyiverv Act. *T put a question xh in> 
honourable *friend tlie Hon’hle the Revenue Mi1iister*whether 'encunil- 
branc^ is a frround for t^ikin^ over .cliarf^-e of private estates. I assert 
— anf! assert with qll the 'fore# 1 can*command — on th’e floor of this 
Reuse th^t Miaii> gt tlie ^.^tates \fit]i»vt*]iose names man.t of us here are 
-aiaiuainted were lakeii •over Jiy (lovcrnment simply because tho pro- 
prietors tho«e esfates had been spendtlirifts and sp?‘nt all their 
money on the two ^^’s. • • 

• 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER: Older, oyler. I a in at raid \ou are f’‘oin},i* beyqml 
the liniHs of deceiv\ . 

• • 

Mr. SURENDhA MOHAN MAITRA: \>n Vtll. Sir. I \vil)i(lniw 
in> remaik.* In m,\ oiiinion an amendment of the (\)urt of \\’ards Act 
has lon^‘ been ovei’due. State ]»rotcction shouhl be <»iven 'really to 
those persons wlio ai(* ladi(‘s, infants, insanes, or to those who ai'e 
incai)a(ntate 1 habitual illness or something* bke that, but in the 
name ot other thing's, on otlu'r considerations, (‘state after estate has 
been "taken ove,r by (lovernment , and the result is that th(‘ estate is 
saved, but the tenants are tyrannised. Kv(*n in the case of Oovernment 
estates, the Llias nut hill I'stati's, it is the siune story — it is 

th(" same picture. Though tin* cultivators liave b(‘en jiassiiij.^' through 
a financial crisis, tliou^»'h the .\ield of crops hfis f>()ne down, am] the 
pioduction is non less than what it was, \(‘t the eame machinery for 
re(‘Overy of rent is used now. aiAl used sometinu's with double force 
and with renewed vi^-our h'oj- all these reasons. Sir, 1 accord my 
siqiport to the motion*of Maiilvi Tamizuddin Klian and say that this 
proceduie under section bnS sldnild be scrajiped from tin* Ib'n^^al 
Tenam^' Act and tlie Public Demands Recover\ A(‘t should be revised 
in such a way that it ma\ not be o])))rcssive to the t(‘nants. fri this 
connection I would lik(* to draw the att(‘ntion of the Hon’ble the 
Revenue Minister to the fact that in matters of certtficatc -procedure a 
cuiious procedure is adopted, /.c., <*omj)ound interest is taken from the 
tenants. From the date of default u]) to the time of ceitificate interest 
at 125 per cent, is calculated, and on tliis consolidated sum, a^min, fi 
per cent, interest is realized; so dhal jiracdicailly tjenants have to ])ay 
compound interest. If a t(uiant’s due is Rs. 5, he hri-s to pay Rs. 10, 
taking? all the costs and the tijis to various per.sons. I hope all these 
things will be taken into serious consideration by my honourable friend 
the Revenue Minister and also that due* consideration should be giyen 
to the objectigns that have been raised on the floor of this* HQUae this 
noon. 
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Maulvi'ABU |^088AiN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support Maulvi Taii;|izud^iii Kl^n with al)^,the streng^th that I can 
i^^^raand. I come frovh a constituency, Sir, which is practically 
certii^^ate-riddeii. It is the zemindary of one of our Mij\i«ters — I mean 
;the Maharaja of Kashnbazar. There the condition of the peasants is 
such tiat it cannot be described in language, I could not finch, chairs 
or tables in ihe houses of geiitlemem tenants, because most of them 
had alreafly been sold by the i»r( cess of certificate, and those persons 
wfujubad chairs and tables, many of them liad to C 9 nceal them in the 
liouses of their relatives. Otherwise, tlie peons of the Jcutchfries would 
give information that cliairs and tables wore to be found in their houses, 
and witliin a very sliort Jimt* the i)eons with certificates would come 
forward and lake them away. I hav(‘ seen wilh my own eyes bullocks 
being sold at, its. d per i)air under pre.'sure of tin’s cef^ficate procedure. 
Ill that quarter, Sir, this Publi<* Demands Kecovery Act is considered 
as an octopus, and one of my friends from Inat pan of the country 
actually w’rote to me, wlien this Act was going to be aiqpiided and a 
Hill waSj to be introduced to that end by tliejllon’ble the Eevenue 
Minister, not to be a ,i)arty to adding an extra liand to tliat octopus! 
It is considered amongst the tenants that tiie Ibihlic; Demands Kecovery 
Act is, j)ractiejilly, a landlords’ Act. When a poor .man dies, all bis 
properti(*s are sold and no slejis are even- taken to protv'et theiq; but 
when a zemindar or a„landlord falls into dilficuliies, either on account 
of fiis own (*\l ravagance or on account of the acciiniulaled del)ts of liis 
ajicesiors, he lakes shelter nnd(‘r th(' coui-t of w'ards arid the old 
acciinmla ted debts jire,, eli'ariMl h\ this obnoxious ('erlifieah' proeedure. 
All (Jiese itoinls and eireumstances I submit to the House in the liope 
that this obnoxious Act and the relevant sections of the (hurt of Wards 
Act will be removed fi’om the statute book at once. Personally, I have 
submitted two Hills — one for saving the niit/ats from the (dutches of 
th(» Public Demands HcM'overy Act,^ and another tor the amendment 
of suh-section (c) of secHoii (I of the (ourt of Wards Act. I now 
ajipeal to (lovernineni to take u]) tliose two inalt<'rs, and if they want 
to do an> good to (he tenants ot Hengal and save them from sure ruin, 
Government should at vmce rc'niodel or amend tlie Public Demands 
Eecovery Act and the Coiiit of Wards Act, so tliat the tenants may 
not further lie ruined by (liis atrocious procedure as ])rescribed 
under these two obnoxious b'gislations. 

Mr. B. MUKHERJEE d elivered a sj>ee(di in Bengali in support of 
Maulvi Tami/.iiddiu Khan’s motion. ^ 

Mr, BREAKER; 1 would again appeal to the wliipft of the different 
gix'ups to .send me the lists of the speakers of the different parties: 
otherwisre, it would be very difficult for me to call out the names of the 
members whom the partv leaders would like to speak. ^ T hope if a 
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party wants any particular member to speaft on a|particular motion, 
the whip A^ill kindly su^it td> me list g%ing^ names according to 
priority. ‘ * 

A member: On a point oi order,* Sir. AVKen* tlie Certificate ''proce-^ 
dure was under discussion, some Ifonourable members were moving 
from .seat to seat. 

Mr. SPEAKEfi: TM is neither a point of order nor a point of 
informatit p, and 1 am sorry you are disturbing the piocet^lings of the 
House. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: I join with my esteemed and honourable 
friend Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan in entering my vehement j)rottst 
against the use of certiticcte procedure against the tenants of Hengal. 
It is not only niy persopal protest against the use of certifioiite proce- 
dure, but I believe it is a-pix)test which will ring fiom every heart — 
from every member of this House- -barring a tew, if any. It is not a 
protest onl} from the members of this House, but it is a protest which 
has re.soiimled the whole country from every civek and (aimer against 
the. tyranny that is being promulgated on the tenantry of Bengal by 
the use of certificate procedure. It is needless to tell the House that 
ever\\niembcr who c()me^ from the mulassal has been Hooded with reso- 
lutioii> fi’om I he tenants of Bengal. The ter-ants of Bengal have 
approac'hod us with foldt'd hands and tearful eyes U) do away with the 
cei'iiticate jirocedure. It is not possible for me or for any individual 
member of this House to do away with that bj..nefiil provision of the 
certificate jiioceduie as mentioned in the Bengal Tenancy Aot,. I 
believ(‘ ami trust that if the joint voice of all the members of this 
House is raised against the provision of the ( Vrt ifi(*ate Act then it is 
bound to go. 

I also rise to speak on the poi’i't that though we are going to have 
an amendment of tlie Bengal 'renan(\v Act slilr according to my informa- 
tion in the draft tliat has been prepared there is no (|nesiioii of any 
amendment of section 158A. Section loSA, if it cun be compircd with 
anything, it can be compared with the repressive llaws of Bengal 
like the Bengal Criminal T^aw (Amendment) Act. It is a law- 
less law. While the repressive criminal laws of Bengal apply to u 
certain section of the peonle, section loSA applies to the teeming 
millions of the peasantry of Bengal. The repressive measures were 
enacted to meet an emergent situation. Are we to understand that 
this section was also enacted to meet .such an emergent situation? 
What was the emergent situation? Certainly there was none. It only 
helps the zemindars and other proprietors of land to tyrannise over the 
tenants in realising their dues as effectively as they c^n. Therefore, 
I say that an Act like this must go. It is the blackest spot id the 
provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act and this spot must be erased as 
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early as possible. would also like to^say that il the criminal law has 
^ been the black spot, the plague Jjpot, l^eu cer^taiuly sectjpu 158 is still 
^ore black and worse «what can be ti/otighi oh b\ tlie people of 
Ben^cL I cun tell the llon’ble Minister wliat tyrauny is being per- 
petrated on the 4enanhy. of Bengal by tlie provisions of (Certificate 
Act. 1 know of am individual oas6 ; 1 will not name ’the officer, but 

those who (are to go tliroiigh 4,lle’(bvij ln>rcan find bis jiame r that 
officer once wei^j tx) a inufassal !i1:|,tiovi with ft revolvei* iii Ins hand cyid 
a giui in his orderly’s liand lor the purpose of^ realising the "certificate, 
dues from Ucdehtor. When he v\('iit Iheie, he hiuiul the di/jr of the 
house locked iiji. It was then broken ojien and the toiind inside the 

hcfuse the master, mistress apd the children in tbieir teens who were 

being served with food iif dishes. T\ien the officer entered t\ie house 

a^rifie point of the bay om^U which was in 'his orderly’s hands and 
suatidied away those dishes. Thereafter, a vase wt^s institiitei'l and <.if 
the llon’hie Minister^will kM>k into tlie criminal rec-oids^of the halhagh 
subdivision he will find that cxise. 'it was *^nltjma1ely‘ withdrawn owing 
to the interference of some high officers. A c/onnter-caff:* was also 
started lujainst t he’^ovviier of the house. Atrocities like these are per- 
petrated in the nanie<^ ol cerlificale jirocedure. 1* would, iherefore, 
earneslly reifuesi the Hon ’hie Miiiistei to \v;ithdraw sectym 158A as 
early as possilde. there are other provisions sucli as section 148 of 
the B(Migal Tenancy Act whi(th empower the zemindars (6 realise, their 
rent from the tcmaiilsjjy institution of cases. Why trieii this supple- 
mentary provision has been mad(‘ for the zemimhirsy Vou will be 
pjeased to find lliat it is an (*asy metliod ot realising rents Irom tenants 
and tliai is the reason wby zemindars are taking ad\aiitage of this 
certi‘rb'ate piocediire with the result tlial lent suits in tlie civil cxnirts 
are dwindling down. 1 submit to llic members ol tbe trea.sur> benches 
to reconsider this (jiiestion, and we expect an assurance from the 
llevenue Minister that be will take immediate stejis to prevent the 
offences and crime that arc pei jiel n^led ' on the people of Bengal. I 
hope he will give us aljai the assurance that serdjon 158A of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act will be repealed soon. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJQY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (Tovernment are 
fully awaie of the strong feeling that exists amongst^ the tenantry 
against the use of the ceriiticxife procedure. There are two profwisals 
before the House moved by my friend Maulvi Tamizuddin Kliun. The 
first is the Um) lavish use of the pertitic^ate procedure in re'alising dues 
by the cxnirt of war*»ls and the seoond' is the use of certiti(‘ate procedure 
in connection wi’ili tlie mauagemeiit of private estates under the (Xiurt 
of W'Urds. At the outset, I may 'assure the honourable mover and 
otrher members of this House who have sixiken in * support of the 
mo|ion tliat (TOvernineut are exmsidering the question and before long 
they pru^Kist? to come to a final decision as regards the use of the certi- 
ficate procedure. In the Bengal Tenancy Act, when it was amended 
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in 1928 , powers were j^iven to rx<K’erumeiit to •confer ^tlie ri^kt of certi- 
ficate procedure on piivattL landl#i'ds subject ^o cert-ain conditions and 
terms. My friend^ Mr. SnUpndra Nifth Maitri!,*.^'as, T believe, a party 
to that amendment. 

• • • • , 

Mr. SURENOR^ NATH MAITRA: You aiV mistaken. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY/PR/tS)VD^SINCH ROY: [ ,li(tj)e I am not 
wron^'. Ol’ifrinallA r the wliole (on<»ress Party ucnt into the lobb^ in 
support ol^tlic aim^iidiyent amfMr. Maitra was om* of tlipiM. T was a 
membe]’ of that le^‘i>Jatnre and I distinctly remembei’ the fact. It is 
rather late in the da^ foi' Mi‘. Maitra to make a »Ti(‘vance ot it a^‘aini?t 
the present (b)%rnment, because i\ was wM the iiandiwork of the 
present (Jrovermuent , aiuf H it wiis a handiN^t^rk ot any ttovennnent, ni^ 
friend Mr. Maitra^ivd eer^iinly hand in it. 

• ^ 

Mr. JOCESH 'CHAND4)A CU^TA: I tiinik Ik.it llie llon’ble 
Minister forgets that althou^di w(‘ were m that House, Mr. Maitra 
came after the elecdion of 1929 , 

Mr, SUfll^NORA NATH MAITRA: M^ part^ may he blamed, 
not me. • , 

The Hon’bieISjr BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As 1 was sub- 

mittin^*, (Tovernnienl are fnll,\ pre‘pared to examine tlie whoh' {|uestion 
and to jnevent all al)Il^e^ in tiitnre ot tin* ceidificate pnuers, The^*' 
question oi lepeaJ will aUo be considtueil in /hat conn<*ction. As 
rej^ai'd.s the use ot certificate poweis l)\ the Coui't of AVaids, 1 hiay 
submit that it is by lio means a normal procedure for lealisation of 
rent. Tlie usual pioeeduie is that at llie end of O/aeb financial y(‘ 4 ir the 
talisildar bas i-o submit^ a list .oi j>eiM)ns who are in arrears to the 
manager, and the maiiaper scrutinhses tin* list and tlien and then only 
if he finds that the ordinary metliods (d realisjjt ion (d' r(*nl liave failed, 
notices ai'e issued to the tenants foi pa\nienl ot rent, and I think a 
month’s time is p-iveii foi' jiaymenf. ft the pa\ment is not made within 
80 days, then ami then onl\ tlie certificate is isMied. That is the usual 
practice. lA v4)J( k; Kven in famine-atfeeted aieas?) ' 

s 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Noi' In famine- 

affected areas**tlie Polleetoi has t<>,sus|M*n(l the use of certificate powers. 

I know^ it from my jiersonal expiddenee of the districts of Burdwan 
and II(K)‘^hly tliat the Collector lefnsed to aeeejit hpplications for 
certificates. 

• 

MauIvi ABDUL BARI: But the Collector ot Murshidaliad j^ave ao 
orders for suspeiidinp’ the ('ertifieate procedure when there Was famine 
in that distrigt.’ 

/ • 



UJHiMAlMJ i'UJt 




4UU . 

(A voice: Is it permissible to inteirupt the Hon’ble Minister when 
he is replying?) 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not permissible. But if the Hon’ble Minister 
'fields, I cannot help it. " * - 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I can assitl’e my 
friends again tMat it was done indhe past, and if th^ xertrfioate powers 
are Detained, it is going to be done in tbe future. , 

As regards the question of the use of certificate powers by private 
landlords, my honourable friends should* remembeV one fact, that the 
landlords have got to pay their revenues within a certain date. If 
they do not do it, tbeir est^ites are liable to iAiie under the sunset law. 
So some facilities have got to be giveh to them for realisation- of their 
arrears. The certificiite powers are by no means ssb drastic as the 
sunset law. 

Sir, (ioveiiiment rlo realise, however, ihal the ^ery use ot certificate 
powers lias (aused a great amount- of hardship to the tenantry of this 
province and in future they ])roj)ose, if section IbSA is at all retained, 
to restrict those p‘?wers, and it is also proposed t^) iss.ie executive 
instructions to the Kevenue Officers of Gove-.*nment to see tliat no abuse 
of certificate poweis is made. Sir, I may in this connection poiat out 
that realisation of refit by the use of certificate powers is cheaper so 
far as the tenants aie concerned in the long run — alxiut 30 per cent, 
cheaper — and T have got here figures with m(‘. Sir. Say, for instance, 
if Hs. 100 is the arrear, the cost for reuilisation by rent suits is Its. 12-14 
by cei'tificate powers, under tlie court of wards it is Its. 12-4 at the 
preliminary stage and the ultimate -‘ost is Rs. 22-3 through rent suit, 
whereas Its. lO-O through (certificiite poweis. Similarly, Sir, if the 
arrears are Its. bO, the total amount of cost in a civil court is Its. 12-10, 
whereas under certifica.e jxiwers it ii. Its. 0-12: so the ultimate liability 
of the tenants is much 'lighter and, moreover, I would request my 
honourable friends who represent the tenantry and who are certainly 
anxious to bxik to the convenience and e(xuiomic uplift of the tenants 
that tile teiuints,, should not, be allowed to get into arrears. That is the 
one thing ^ wliieb a tenai^t must avoid. All the ilitbculties of the 
Bengal peasa-iitry to-day are due to his getting involved into large 
amount of arrears. Sir, it is a fact that during the last depression 
they got into heavy arrears. The ecairt of wards in all those cases 
remitted interest and realised rent in easy instalments: in some cases, 
almut two years' time was given. So, tlie court of wards did not try 
to take advantage of the summary method where tlie tenants were in 
difficulties, and'T may repeat my as.surance tlmt if the certific.ate powers 
arj^ retained, Government wirt see that there is no abuse of that power 
■either by the court of wards or by private landlords. Sir, I refuse to 
^bqJieve that the landlords can flourish if the tenants do not flourish; 
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this is a proposition wliich I bold td say. |The prosperity of the 
country depends on the tenantry and ^he^interest.of the landlords and 
of the tenants ai% s<f. much i^llermingled tKaf the landlords cannot 
afford to ruin the tenants in reafising their difes. Government propose 
to keep this iHeal in view and shape their policy* accordingly. ^ 
repeat my assuranie to my honourable friend* frhe mover of the reso- 
lution, that Government will verjf oarefeilly go into the Whole question 
and examine it before ^hey Come to^a decision one way or the other, 
and they will c^tainly* prevent the atuse of the certificate powers, by 
the court wards* so Ahat they may not operate any hard^iip in future 
to the tenants* I hope that in view of what I have said, my honourable 
friend will kindly agree to •withdraw his motion. 

• • 

Maulana MD. MANIBUZZAMAN ISI^fMABADI spoke in Beng'alf, 

ot which the folTgwjng is* an Eifglish translation: — 

Mr. Speakel*, ^5 per* cent, of the population of Bengal are tenants 
and cultivator. They the backbone of the country so to speak. 
The country (depends on them. Zemindars, talukdrcs, jotdars,^ lawyers, 
doctors and kavirajes all live with*their help. The amount in tax and 
cess which the tenants legally pay to the zemindars annually amount 
to 27 crorea qf rupees, while illegal payment to the latter would 
presumably amount to 7 gr 8 crorea. The average annual income of 
an Indian is Ifs. 36 only. The stream of inju8ti(^e has, for a long time, 
been passing over them. The amount budgeted by our Honhle Finance 
Minister for the department of Agriculture is extremely disappointing. 
Compared with other provinces the condition of Bengal is highly 
deplorable. What a cruel treatment is metecf Towards the tenants! 
The Government of Bengal spend Bs. 11,78,000 only on agriculture. 
The in(X)me of the Ppnjab is less than that of BeiTgal by two crores, 
yet they spend five times more than what Bengal does for the improve- 
ment of agriculture. The Fnited Provinces snend thiee times, and 
Madras four times more than what Bengal spends. 

The .powers of the zemindar in Bengal are enormous. Courts are 
open to him. lie can realise his rents by suing in the courts. Besides, 
he has his peons, harkandazes^ InfhiaJs, and can^send them to the houses 
of the tenants and bring them from therfe under arfest, and die very 
often follows this procedure. StiH he wairts the powers #f realising 
rents by certificates. * 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must way fhat you are (^Jscussing the certi- 
ficate procedure and not retrenchment. 

Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD!,; This ^ 
meaningless.* The oppressions practised by courts of wards and in 
khcu mahah in the matter of issuing certificates are still mgre, fe%rftll. 
The other day, I went to the area under a zemindar for an enquiry Wd 
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there 1 learnt that s^^ine four thouserd families had left their hearths 
and homes for Burma as a result of incessant issue of certificates, and 
I found many houses asserted. ^ 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mauivi MD*. MOZAMMEL H.UQ*s|)oke in Bengali in support of the 
motion. t ‘ ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sirj I desire tormake one 
or i'iwo points absolutely (dear so far as the Government position is 
concerned regarding the qiiesti(')ns on Avhich there has been this debate. 
J may be the leader of the (Coalition Party, but for the last 20 years I 
have been identified with the peasant niovement in Beni?al, and although 
I might have been elected by the personal influence that I possessed*’in 
the two constituencies which 1 contested,, I ^ preie.red to stand as a 
nominee of tlie Ivrisliak-Proja Party. Ever since I assumed office, 
charges have been levelled against me that I have broken the most 
solemn pledges I pa^e^at the time cf the elections, and there are some 
who have ventured to insinuate that I have been false to the Krishak- 
Proja Party. Mucli sooner shall I resign my office as a Minister than 
prove false to the Krishak-Proja Party (Hear! hear!), whose interests 
1 have always walched here and wliose interests T shall always watch 
with the most symi)athelic eye. 

Sir, it has been said tliat I have done nothing to redeem my pledges. 
My friend, Mr. MuklrvU’jee, has said that I have done nothing to 
influence the Cabinet. Where was the opportunity for me to break a 
pledjfe or to omit to influence the (’Cabinet, and does my friend know 
what I have been doing since 'Unless a definite i)roof comes forward 
that an opportunity came, and I allowed that opportunity to go by 
without redeeming my pledges or using my influence as Chief Minister 
to implement these pledges in the various legislations, which we are 
going to undertake; there are not to say of the salary questions in my 
manifesto but I said nothing that I would accept such and such salary. 
There are certain recalcitrant members who are going against me in 
season an^ out of season^. (A vojce: You are discussing the salary 
question.) Jt was your friend that raised that question, buf I will drop 
the salary question. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. I think it wdll be quite in conformity 
with the practice and convention of all parliamentary institutions that 
the Leader of the House and the Leader of tfie Opposition should be 
given undivided attention when they speak. So I would appeal to 
Ddrembers that even though there might be something which might be 
^ob^ctei to, they are not to disturb in the midst of a speech when the 
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Leader of the House or the L^er of * the Opposition addresses the 
House. I aip doing so in the interegt ol the fairness of the debate so 
that there might*be a reasonSljIe debate *and* facilities afforded to all. 

The lioVble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs.Thank you, Sir. 1 witl 
now come straight to the two'points that have been raiseji by my friend 
Mr. T^mizuddin and also renewed to in the speeches of some of the 
members. Tl/e first of* these abo\i4 the powers under the ceitificate 
•procedure whitS are aiijoye/1 by the landlords and, secondly, the repeal 
of the Public Demands Becovery Act. In order to do t?way witli the 
powers of certifica^ procedure altogether so far as this provint'-e is 
concerned, I wi^ discuss those points one one. 

As regards tlie amendment of the ll^i^gal Tenancy Act, partuufarfv 
section 158AAA, ;n^' friemls are Veil aware that there is a draft amend- 
ment ready, ami p e projiose to meet the members of the Coalition Groui> 
this afterui5()i^<ind' to-morrow and Ive will accept suggestions from them 
as to the amendments that ought to be made. I can give the House 
this assurance on behalf of Government that ij the Coalitton Party 
desire that the whale of the section of the liengal Tenancy Act be 
deleted, we^will do it. (Hear! liear!) The m'itter lies entirely in 
their hands. tVe know no Governor or other officials; we are the rulers 
of B^ngaF, aifd it is those members of the Coalition Group who have 
kept us up in power and it is not possible for the* Ministry to remain for 
a single moment in power if our supporters’ clear desire is that Ih^^y 
should not be here. Do you want section lb8 and other cognate sections 
to gor' ((’nes of “Yes, Yes.”) It is in your ^)ower to say this alier- 
noon or to decide it to-morrow. AV^hy ask us to do thi> or that ? You 
are the masters of the situation. (Hear! hear!)* Decide whichever 
way you like, but consider in what \^’ay it should be done. Therefore, 
£ir, I am giving the Hvuse this assurance of the Goveri^nent. 

Dr. ^NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: You are giving the assurance to 
your party. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am very sorry that Dr. 5?anyaMs again obstruct- 
ing the proceedings in .spite of the fact that I appealed for a certain 
amount of courtesy being extended to the Leader of thft House, but 
I am sorry Dr. Sanyal is ag^in interrupting him. (Cries of “Slrame! 
shame!”) ; * * 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, so far as the Bengal 
Tenancy Act is concerned, the position is this: There are^onlj one oy 
two things w^ich have got to be considered from the point of view of the 
matters which will be placed before you. I would ask th^ C^a^^tuJn 

Party to consider those matters also. But after having heard all feat. 

• ^ . i* \ 
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tMin be said for and ag*\inst, if you dee^e that section 158 or any other 
flection ought not to be in the Bengal Tenancy Act, you have to let us 
know the position and tlie section will pe amended aAcordingly. 

Mr. 8YED HASAN ALI CHOWbHURY: Is the Hobble the 
Chief Minister addressing a meeting of tlie Coalition Group or 'the 
Assembly? ' , ' 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am addrecsing ypu, Sir. 
There is a section of the House which will never listen and h will not 
address that section of the House. I am addressing the Speaker and 
also those who are here to listen. If there are some who do not intend 
or wish io listen but come'here solely for the purpose of mischief, I am 
not going to address them. n» • ^ 

Now, Sir, as regards the repeal of the Public DeiAandsi Recovery A6t, 
[ may inform the House that I have received a copy pf'aTlill drafted by 
SI private member. Now I may tell the House at once about the 
procedure that is a lop ted with regard to repealing Acts. The draft 
prepared by a non-ofhPial member is ordinarily a draft which is defective 
from the legislative point of view, because the draft is not prepared 
by expert hands. The draft has got to be submitted to >ha Legislative 
Department, and it has to be examined in ab its aspects. If the provi- 
sions of the Bill aflect any departments, they have got to be corshlered 
by the department concerned, and all its procedure has got to be gone 
through before the Bill is ready for introdiiction in this Council. In 
thi.s* j)arlioubir case we^will inform the Coalition Group as to the provi- 
sioiii. of that Bill. If they want that the private Bill should go up, 
their., wishes will be acceded to. If you want that Government should 
bring up the Bill, that also will be considered, but here again the 
matter entirely lies with you and you have got to assert yourselves and 
you will get what you want 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: May I rise on a point 

•of order, Sir? The Chief Minister is not addressing members ot 
ihe House but Ik' is atblce-ising some j)arti(‘ular members. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I would ask the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to 
Address the Chair. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I am addressing the 
'Speaker. I was not addressing a particular party, although my face 
was turned to that side. Now, Sir, as I have already submitted, the 
question of amendment of the Public Demands Recovery Act should 
ajtso be considered by you and discussed in party and, if necessary, you 
can ^ive us whatever directions you wish to give. I wish. Sir, only to 

j-- 1.1. i\.^ j* 1 - j j._i . t i: 
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has been devoted to a narratictf of incidents of ^oppression committed 
in the execi/tion^ ofi the Certificate Precethite Act; this was hardly 
necessary. They are so well known that there can be no dissentient 
voice th^t ^he certificate proce*durfi tells very harshly on debtors. There- 
for|, to conclude ^he debate I wpuld ask the H«)U8e to consider that so 
far as the amendment of theTlengal Tenancy Act is concerned, ii is in 
the ha^ids of the membe^s oMlfis House to decide in whichever direction 
they want th^^mendment to iJe macll, and it would not be possible for 
•any Ministers* to resi^. their united demand. ^ 

Sir, as regards the repeal of the Public Demands Recovery Act, n hich 
is a more comprehelusive ddhiand, it will have to be considered in all its 
bearings by the*Cabinet. If that request is made to us by the Coahtipn 
Party or any ps^rty, the question will considered by the Cabinet. I 
hope that if n^ friends dVi the left make that request we will consider 
that also. (A v^ick: ^Ve have also submitted a request.) 

Mr. SPEAKER; I would request the Hon’ble frhe Chief Minister to 
address me and no^ the members.* * 

The Hoh’Ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I have nothing more to 
aay. I think»the qiiestioif has been sutliciently debuted and my esteem- 
ed friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, who knows very well the parliament arji 
procedure, will* now consider whether it will serve any useful purpose.to 
go on with the debate any further or whether he will accept my appeal 
to withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: May I rise on*a point of informa- 
tion, Sir? I take it that when the Ifon’ble C'hief Minister was referring 
to the Coalition Groiin he meant the group which are supporting the 
ministry. 

Mr.*JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; May I speak a few words, SirP 
I only want to have two minutes, as reference has been made to our 
tide. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Mr. Gupta, I am very sorry . I saic^ t?at I w’ould 
bring the debate to a close. I hope you will not mind it. There, have 
been references made to this *side and Ahat side and if you refer to tfiem, 
there will be so many references and cross-referehces that it will go 
beyond limit. I would therefore appeal to you to desist. Rut if you 
want to make a personal explanation mi behalf of your party,. fclien you 
can do so. ^ut I cannot allow you to make any speech Si this stagS. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Very well, Sir. This si^e of 
the House hatf heard with deep regret the reference made by 4be Leader 
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of the House that some^f us ale bent oif mischief in this House and have 
not come here to listen V. to what the .Leader of the House says. I 
strongly repudiate the insinuation conveyed by that remark and this 
side of the House assures the Speaker thkt they are to liste^i-to every- 
body and always attentively to the Leader of the House and to give 
their decision ©n the merits of the case. 

t ' ' < 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZL'uL HUQ: Why does^r *ake 

that remark upon himself? > • » 

t- 

Mr. JOCE8H CHAND^RA GUPTA: T take the* remark not upon 
njy»-'lf, but upon the whole party. 

K 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, in vfew of ’the rlear assurance 
given by the Hon’ble the Chief Minij^ter, who is also (h(^ Leader of the 
Proja Party, T beg leave to withdraw my motion. *■ 

c '■* * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yf ave has been asked by Mauivi Tamizuddin 
Khan to withdraw his motion. Has anybody any objection? 

(There were cries of ‘‘We object! we dbject !” fronV t*ne Congress 
benclies.) 

V 

r 

. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir I have 
asked for leave to withdraw my motion, and there has been opposition. 
My siiliinission is that ihc ([nestion to he put now wliethcr leave should 
be gK'(‘n io nu' to uilhilrjnv m_\ motion or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not very clear in my mihd as to the procedure 
in this case. ^The rule says that a member wl^o has moved a motion 
shall not withdraw the same, excepf by leave of the House, and that 
no discussion shall be permitted on a request for leave to withdraw, 
except with the permission of the Speaker. * 

Now, in view of the fact that Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan has asked 
leave of, the House to w*itlidi)aw his motion and also in view of the fact 
that some ^nembers are ag#ainst such leave being granted, I have 
no other alternative but to ascertain the opinion of the whole House by 
asking those gentlemoti who oppose the withdrawal to kindly rise in 
their scats, so that a count may hv ma.de. 

(Those in fav 4 >ur of withdrawal being 127 and those against f)7, leave 
was given to Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan to withdraw his motion.) 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Leave is therefore granted by the House to Mauivi 
Thn^uddic Khan to withdraw his motion. 

* Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Division, Sir. 
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request you 4o consider whether a 


Dr. KA^INAKSHA SANYAU: We want a division. 

The motion th^ leave be, granted to Maufvf Tamizuddin Khan to 
withdraw his motion bejng then* jiiit, ^ division, was talcen with the 
following resuU : — 


AYES. 


AMul Axil, Maulans Md. 

AMul Bari, Mauivi. 

Abdul Hafix, Mr. MIrxa. • 

Abdul Hakeam, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri.Jlllr. Md. ' 

Abgul Hamidi Mr. A. M.* , ^ 

AbduNabbar. Maufvi. 

Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Kadtr, Mr.* 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biiwai, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-al Mahmoud, Mr. , 

AMur Raichid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Raiheod, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan^ahfb Maulvi 8. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

. Abdul 8^h«td,*Maulfi Md. 

Abldur Raxa Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur. 

AbttI Haihim, Maulvi. 

AbttI Hotain, Mr. Ahmod. 

Abil Cuattm, Maulvi. 

Acharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Saihi Kanta of 
Muktafaeha, Mymtniin|h. 

Aftab Hoiain Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmod Ali, Khan Sahib Maulana Enayotpuri. 
Ahmod Ali Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmod Hoiain, Mr. * 

Alfaxuddin Ahmod, Khan Bahadur. 

Aminullah, Maulvi. 

Amir Ali, Md. Mia. 

Aihrafali. Mr. M. 

Aulad Hoiiain Khan, Maulvi. 

Axhar Ali, llaulvi. 

•onnorman, Mr. H. C. 

Barat Ali. Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Promhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puipajit. 

Barman, Babu Upondra^lath. 

Baiu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Biiwai, Babu Lakihmi Narayan. 

Braihor, Mr. F. C. 

Bampboll, Sir Boorfo, Kt. 


Mark, Mr. I. A. 
•aoHr. Mr. C. 6. 


Dai, Mr. Anukui Chandra. 

Oai, Mr. Klrit Bhuian. 

Oai, Mr. Moamohaa. 

Cdbar, Mr. UpMdraaath. 

Farhad Raia Chawdhury, Mr. M. 
farhat Baat Khaaam,' Boguai. 

Fallal Hag, tha Hoa^o Mr. A.K^ 
Fallal Qaadir, Khaa lahadaF Marfivi. 


Faxlur Rahman, Mr. 

Farguion, Mr.R. H. 
fiammotorRMr. E. 0. 

Giaiuddin Ahmod Choudhury, Mr. 

Golhai Sarwar Hoiaini, Mr. Shah Syod. 

Gomoi, Mr. 8. A. 

Grihithi, Mr. C. 

Qurung, Mr. Dambor Singh. 

Habibullah, tho Hon'blo Nawab Bahadur K., #1 
Dacca. 

Haflxuddin Chowdhijyy, Maulvi. 

Hamiuddin Ahm:^, Khan Sahib. 

Hamilton, Mr. A. 

Haianuxxaman, Maulvi Md. 

Haihom Ali Khan, gChan Bahadur. 

Haiina Murihed, Mri. 

Hatomally Jamadar, Khan Sahib. 

Haywood, Mr. Rogori. 

Hondry, Mr. David. 

Idni Ahmod Mia, Mr. 

Itpahani, Mr. M. A. H. 

Jaiimuddin Ahmod, Mr, 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Kaxom Ali Mirfa, Sahibxada Kawan dah Syod. 
MacLauchan, Mr. C. 8. ^ 

Mafixuddin Ahmod, Dr. 

Mafixuddin Choudhui^, Maulvi. 

• Maguiro, Mr. L.T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmod, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. | 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Bohari. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Kriihna Praiad. 

Miloi, Mr. C. W. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Mllno-Robortton, Mr. C.,E. L, 

Morgan, Mr. Q. • 

Mozammoi Huq, Maulvi Md. ^ 

Muhammad Afxal, Khan Sahil^ Maulvi Syod. 
Mohammod Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Muhammad lihaqou, Maulvi. 

•Muhammad lirail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad 8iddiquo,.Dr. Syod. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Mr. 

Mollick, tho Hon’blo Mr. h/ukunda Bohary. 

Muliick, Mr. Pulin Bohary. 

Muiharruft Houain, tho Hon’blo Alwab, Kbti 
Bahadur. 

Maotagliwal Haquo, Mr. Syod. 

Handy, tho Hoa’Mo Maharaja Srii Chandra,* # 
Kasimbaxar. * * * • 

Ratarullah, Hawabxada K. 

Haaabar Ali, tho Nan'Mi Maulvi S^. 
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NatiMsitfiii, tilt Hm’M« Khvajt (ir. 

■liRMt, Mr. T. ■. 

Ptttfn, Mr. W. C. V / 

fttlmian, Khan tahadur A. M. L. 

Raikat, tilt Haa'bit Mr. Praiaaaa Dtb. ‘ 

RaJIkuddln Tarafdar, Maitfvi. 

Ray Gboudhury, Mr. Birtndra Kitlior|. 

Raiaar Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Ray, Baku Patlram. « 

Ray, tha Non’hla Sir BiJoy Praiad tingh. 

Ray, Kumar Shih ShakharaVwar. 

Ray, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Ray, Rai Bahadur Kihirad Chandra, 
ladaraddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

« 
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t ^arkar. Baba Madbntndaa. 

Sarkar, tha Han’Ua Mr. Naliaj Raajaa. 
^aaraon, Mr. R. If. a 
Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Shamittddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr. 

. Sinflha, Babu Kihatra Nath. * ^ , 

Stavan, Mr.' J. W. R. • 

'Suhrawardy, tha HenUla Mr. H. 8. 
'Tamizuddin Khfn, Mauivi. 

TiPai ^hmed'Choudhury, Mauivi Haji. ^ 
W^Hur Rahmt^, Mauivi. « 

Wait, Mri. Eilan. ^ . 

Wordiw.arth, Mr. W. 0, ' 

vuaut All Choiidifury, Mr. <' 

zahur Ahmad Cheydhury, Mr< 


NOES. 


Abdnl Hakim, Mauivi. 

Abdnl Majid, Mauivi. 

Abdul Wahad, Mauivi. 

Abu Heaiain Sarkar, Mauivi. 

Abnl Paiai, Mr. Md. 

AfUb All, Mr. 

Ahmad Khan,' Mr. Syad. 

Alimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banarji. Mr. P. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banarjaa, Mr. Sibnath. 

Banarji, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Bannarjaa, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prasad. < 
Bhawmlk, Dr. flobinda Chandra. 
BidWai, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

B)iwas, Mr. Surandra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Ohattoyadhyay, Babu Haripada. * 
Daa, Bt. 0 u Mahim Chandra. 

Daa, Babu Radhanath. 

Daa Qupta, Babu Khagandra Kath. 

Daa Qupta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Ohirandra Nath. 

Delui, Mr. Narandra. ^ 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

DuHa Qupta, Miss Mira. 

Emdadul Haqua, Kazi. 

Rbaia, Mr. AtuI Krishna. 

Qiasuddin Ahmad. Mr. 

Qaawami, Mr. Tuisi Chandra, 
tnpta, Mr. Jogaih Chandra, r 

•■pta, Mr. J. N. 


Slasan AlUChowdhufjf, JNr.‘ Syad. 
Jalaluddin. Hashamy, Mr. 8$ad. ‘ 

Jonah ^li MaJ/imdar, Mr uiJi. 

Kumar, Mr.>Atui Chan'dra. • ^ « 

Kundu, M^. Nishitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. * 

Maitra, Mr. Surandra Mohan. 

* Maji, Adwaita Kumyr. 

MaJumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr.*'lswar Chandra. . * ' 

Maniruzzijman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Masud All Khan PannI, Mauivi. 

Mohiin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Mauivi. 

MukherJaa, Mr. B. 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Naskar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. Klihori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Sanyal, Dr. Natinaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sakhar. 

Shahadali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. 

Sur, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Yousuf Mirza. 


The Ayes -being 134 and the Noes 65, the motion was carried. 


* . . V . 

Mr. SPEAKER,: Permission is, flierefore, given to Mauivi Tamig- 
uddin Khan to withdraw his motion, and the motion is withdrawn with 
the leave of the House. 

* . ‘ r 

.* A Member: Sir, can the question of leave be decided by the 
majo^’ity P * I think leave can only be given by au unanimous vote of 
'tho House^ 
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^ ll 

Mr. SPEAKER: There mustlDe some •ommotf sense behind the law. 
Human natui% is, suet that t|jei;e caifnot he ui^dimity in all matters. 
So all rules must be interpreted with a bit of common sense. 

I think ^he time allotted to the Coalition Gjoup is over. I will now 
grant one and half an hours te tlfe Scheduled Cartes. 


BabU^PR^HARJI B/BMA: I beg to raise the question of desir- 
ability of usjjig the term “scheduled castes” in all departments of the 
Government and not to inejude it with the general terms of depressed 
and backward classes. 

• 

At the time.^ makin" the list of scWduled castes, the Government 
jsalled upon all* Jtlie*backw4ird and depressed classes and communities of 
Bengal to inform* the GT)yernmeutof their desirability to be included or 
not to be included in the* Kst of the scheduled castes. Some of the 
backward and depressed classes wanted to be included in the list of the 
scheduled castes anil some did not Vant to be ingfuded, while others got 
their names excluded from the provisionally ma^de list of scheduled 
castes. Sir* Hie list was n’lade with a view to giving special facilities 
, for education«Eind apiioiiitiftents in (lovernment services, for encouraging 
tlie backward and depressed communities included in the list to improve 
their wretched* condition. But 1 regret to sa> that the motive with 
which the list was made, namely, the motive for giving special facilities 
to backward and depressed classes imduded in«the list, has practically 
been negatived for we find that in the matter of scholarships and apj^oint- 
ments scheduled castes are classed with minorit> cominunitietr and 
backward classes. iT this is done iil*the practical field, then what was 
the use of making a list of scheduled castes r* If those| backward and 
depressed classes who did not want to be included in the list of scheduled 
oastes get the same privileges and special facilities with the scheduled 
eastes, then what was the nece.ssity of making the list of the scheduled 
oastes. We the scheduled castes vehemently protest against this 
policy of the Government to place the scheduled casies, minority com- 
munities and backward classes in the same category. urge upon 

the Government not to do this and to specifically state tlie special pri- 
vileges to which the scheduled castes will be benefited. This can .easily 
be done if the scheduled castes noV classified with the minority* com- 
munities and other backward classes of Bengal. 

Of course, we do not say that special facilities should nobJbe given 
to the minority communities and other backward classes. ' All that we 
urge is that if the Government want to provide special facilities for these 
classes, let the Government do it separately and not to mix ’them up 
with the scheduled ca«tes. 



41© DEMAND FOR GRANT. ^ [21st Atra., 

Babu KSHETRA flATH «8INCHil: In supporting the motion of 
my friend Babu Premliav\«Baiima 1 beg ,to*remind ^e Government of the 
pitiable condition of the scheduled castes of this province 

* ■ 

• ♦ • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tka\ has nothings to do with tlse change of nftme 
which Ihe motion under discussion deals with. » 

• i ' 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: In suppprtipg^ Ihe moTtioh, I. 
would like to draw the attention of the House to the history of tlie origin 
of tine name “scheduled castes” and how it stands in gelation to the term 
“depressed and other backward classes.^’ The name “depressed 
cbi8«es” includes a certain number of communities, probably 9(1 or 97. 
After that the depressed clasjfe?^ were ^.onverted into backward classes 
before the report of the Franchise ('ommittee was piibltfjhe'd and after 
the Franchise (Committee’s report, as a result ^)f petitions ^nd repre- 
sentations, the name “depressed classes” wa.s*t1ransfornied nito scheduled 
castes, ^ow, Sir, a4fer the transformation the name is still retained in 
the Government i)aper.^^is such. Th^ difficulties of ^he scheduled castes 
people have been very great in demarcating their own iiosition along 
with other backward or other minority con/tnunities, as*th*e scheduled 
castes people are classed with the other minority communities. ^ 

I do not know, Sir, ‘how scheduled (tastes people can be classed with 
otiher minority communities, such as Anglo-Indian, Christian, etc. 
I hav(‘ no grievance against the otlier minority communities, but it 
passes my comprchensioi:i how they can be classed with the scheduled 
caste.<. If they want to (‘ome within the fold of the scheduled castes, 
let tlifun do so openly and share equally the advantages and disadvant- 
ages, conditions and privileges, with them. Our grievance is — ^let the 
list of these scheduled castes be clearly and definitely defined and 
published according to the (iovernmeiit statistics and not mixed up wdth 
other communities. Things are often done in the name of scheduled 
castes at our cost. I liave personal knowledge of some backward com- 
munities declaring' themselves by some h<M)k or ( rook as schedulled castes 
in order to get s^me special^ privilege from the Government. These 
downtrodden sclieduled castes people, in sjiite of their 4ielpless condi- 
tion and disadvantages, prefer retaining this name; but it is very 
unfair that people of otlier minority communities and even sometimes 
caste .llindus, in the name of scluiduled castes, should get privilege by 
the back door. We* strongly object to this sort of things*. 

I appeal, Sir,* to our Chief Minister who is looking into these things 
and in whom we have full confidence, to do justice to the scheduled 
castes people? They liave all along been loyal to him, and*tbey expect 
thM the Hon’ble Chief Minister will remove their grievances and exclude 
them *from *the general terms of depressed and backward classes. I 
to oui; Chief Minister who is doing all these ‘things fdr us, and we 



l9Sr.] DEMAND. FOR GRANT. 411 

rely on him to look to the conditron of the Scheduled caste people. Sir, 

I request the dthe» minority cofinnunitJes not tqlfeome to the fold of the 
scheduled caste community, and I ask, Sir, that this distinction may be 
clearly demardtited. The result oi considering other miinority commu- 
nities along with tlie scheduled ca^te has been (jbipstrous to my commu-* 
nity. I will cite one example Here, Sir. ^ In Rangpur for tiie nomination 
of Excise Sub-Ijispectoi^hip t4iel’e was only one Indiay Christian candi- 
date aikj that aapie was sent up in spife of six or seven scheduled caste 
candidate*. The fesu^t has'been disastrous because in Rangpur there 
is not a single fidr native of Indian Christian coimnunity and 

5,50,000 people of tlie scheduled caste community have been deprwed 
of their just jlaftii for the sake of one Indiafi Christian. I\ is a very 
pitiable condition^ and if tlie CovernmeiUtis willing to helj) this down* 
tredden sectioi^’oi' 4he iu^)])le tfiey must do it clearly and lioiiestly. 
Sir, we are folhnt'kig the^t government in s})ite of the abuses of tlie people, 
the newsjnifieiiK^ and tli(‘ ^Ji^ste Hindus and it is our just cJlaim that 
we should not be treated like inttuior creatines. AVhat is our position P 
Our position is notliing in compaii'^on with others. We have Tio status 
in eduruation, in soTiety and in other social ^encourageimmts. Sir, 
we are follo^’iiy.^' the (ioveripnmit with oui- miserabk^ conditions and our 
helpless position and I liojie. Sir, that h\ the hel]) and grace of the 
’Govewiment we shall he able to stand in the same status with the 
other sections of the people and we shall be al)le*to count ourselves not 
as dow'nt redden millions, not as eats and dogs but as human beirfg 
equal in jiositioii and equal in status. We are foliowdng (ioveniment 
like so many lambs. (Laughter.) My brothei?^; might laugh, but we # 
know, we bittei'ly feel our jiosition. AVe are following Oovernment, we 
do not follow' this si(l« or that side, but \v(* follow ortly one side arul for 
all this we hope tliat the darkness of niglit will lie removed and we shall 
again be aca'ounted amongst tjie civilised people. AVithJthese words I 
commend the motion for symjuithetic considera#tion of the Government 
that thay w'ill help us in onr need and hel]) us as human ])eings and not 
like inferior creatures. 


The HonVble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDI(I: Sir, on bel^ulf of the 
Government and on belialf of eveiw member of this Goveriiinent without 
any hesitation w'hatsoever I^w'ould like to assure the members of the 
scheduled cashes that this Govern jitent*will try their level best to improve 
the condition, status and position ot the scheduled dommuiiity as far as 
possible, and they will try to remove the unfortunate position which 
they are now occupying. Every endeavour shall be made to tlwtt effect. 
As far as th*e resolution itself is concerneij, Sir, Governnient are pre- 
pared to accept, that the term “Depressed Classes” should be remoTqd 
from Government notifications and papers and it should be replacH by 
'^Scheduled Castes.” ''They are also prepared to make it .absolutely 
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clear and distinguisbik the soheduled iastes from the backward classes 
and other minorities* %A8 far a^ this, cyt motion i8*confterned, it does 
not raise any other question at the present time. It only requires a 
change of the t§rm ‘^Depressed Classes”* and “Backward Qlasses,” and 
•I have already explaii^d to’ the House, that the term “Scheduled Cartes” 
will be used in Government cijculqrs an*d notifijcations. But the Gov- 
ernment have go| to consider the claims* of fhe minority communities 
and backward classes, but they ■^111 be 'absolutely dist^npt and di:fiEerent 
from the scheduled castes. Sir, in view of»what’I have said, J hope the 
honourable member will withdraw his cut motion^ 

* • * 

^Babu PREMHARI BARM A; Sir, in view of the assurance given by 
fhe Hon’ble Home Minister, J*beg’ to withdraw my c^t motion. 

The cut motion moved by Babu Premliarj Barm*a wm then by leav,e 
of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. 9PEAKER^ r am afraid it will not be possible for me (o give 
any more time to the J^dieduled Cast^ Group as I have explained to them. 
I will now call uimii the Proja Party to move their motion. 

. * . • . . • * 

I was given a list of four motions which the Proja* Party wanted to 

move, but I understand they are not going to move any. 'In view*of the 
fact that the Proja Pafty is not going to move their motions, T will give 
some time to (he Nationalist Grouj) to raise the issue on the separation 
of the Judicial and Hxecutive functions later. In the meantime, 
Mr. Sanyal will move No. 8(i, as that is a matter concerning this House, 
and the member has represented that this should be allowed. 

• « 

• 

Dr. NALI^AKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Speake/’, Sir, I move that the 
demand be recluced by Rs. 100 with a view to draw attention to the 
inadequacy of provision for the Assembly Department. 1 submit that 
at first T was inclined to move this cut motion more with a view*to draw 
attention to the inconvenience experienced by the members of this 
Assembly in gettyig vanious things done, in having their questions dealt 
with in* time, in having the resolutions properly draft^l or circulated 
and in having their travelling bills admitted and quickly disposed of. 
My inclination at that time was to criticise the Assembly Department 
for their apparent inetticiency, but;^ 8i^\ after some time when I examined 
the volume of work tliat has been thrust upon the poor office of the 
Assembly Depaftment, I had to change my attitude. I felt that the 
fault really did not lie with the officers and staff of the Assembly De- 
partment, but it lay somewhere else. It lay with the Finance Depart- 
n^ant that was so very generous with other departments but were so 
very ffiaAi bn the department which will make this Assembly function 
properly. ,Sir, I have a few figures collected with’some ambunt of labour 
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to show how it has become virt|llly impossible ^or the small number 
of staff to deal with the very urgent «\^ork that this Assembly has to 
deal with. I had sonre pains *takeu to find oht the various kinds of 
work done in jthe last Legislative Council as compared with the work 
that has already^ devolved nipon the staff of fhe^Assemblv in connection* 
with this present Legislative Assembly. There \^ere in tlie old Council 
140 mejabers out of which JO .were officials, from wliom hardly any 
question or resolution JV’er came, wlfereas now we have 250 members; 
that is^o^say, Ve Jiave nearjy double the number of members that are 
here taking interest in the affairs of the country. There* had been in 
past times on an average about 200 to 225 questions to be dealt with in 
the longest sessipn, but this year in this particular session nearly 600 
questions have already been received by the Assembly Department office 
an^d the last daUts not yet, over. • There Vad been again many questions 
that are of a v^i;y intricate nature and the experience of the old Legis- 
lative Coui^iil ^s that ffifinwly tliey had not very many complicated 
questions to deal with. Oh the top of that there liave been several 
short notice questions received as well. There ha(? been fori^erly not 
more than 90 resoliUions to deal w^ith in a sessivn. Tills year already 
they have had to deal with 240 resolutions. The position is this so far as 
the work goes? With regaVd to the number of sittings, formerly we 
had ojily 80 to 82 sittings’in, a year. In the year 1930, 1 calculated, 
there were only 32 sittings, whereas approximately this time we feel 
that we are likely to meet at least a liundred days, if not more. There 
is then the question of adjournment motions. Adjournment motions 
really did not come formerly, but now such motions have become almost 
a daily affair; on some days more than on adjournment motion is taoled, 
and because of the rules we cannot take up more than one. There had 
been many complicated questions of ptVicedure which had to be dealt with 
by the superior officers of the Assembly Department, lastly, because 
there are more alert members here; and secondly because there have 
been under the Government of India Act certain changes introduced 
following which some new procedure has to be adopted. Then, we have 
got the Upper House — the Council — the presence of which has had some 
influence on the procedure also. Moreover*, thti Assembly Dep^artment 
has now been tEfcked on to the Home Department under the p^sent rules, 
the result of which has been that the Assembly Department has had 
to be a sort of post-office of Jhe Home Department and some amoqnt of 
work has increased on that accouAt aI?»o. Then again, non-official ‘Bills 
have multiplied. Formerly w'e had non-official BiHs to the extent of 
about 20 per annum; now 80 Bills have already been received in the 
Assembly Department. There have been also numerous travelling 
allowance Bills and during the last few days 405 such bills have been 
received. Formerly, in 1936-37, in the whole year they had only 252 
bills to deal with. To deal with this increased volume o! wort the 
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stafP has been strengthened slightly. HFormerly/ there were two officers 
— viz., the Secretary^ and tBe Assistant Secretary. From the budget 
presented to us I find t\iat so‘far as the Secretary .&nd*As8i8tant Secretary 
are concerned, there has- been no change whatever. So far as the 
Council reporters, clerks and assistariits are concerned there has been 
some increase; they hrd 11 clerks formerly and we kave got now |provi- 
sion for 17; and so far as llie servants, i.e., menials, are concerned we 
have 21 provided for instead of |4 formerly. *There has thu^ been a 
slight increase, but 1 submit, Sir, that this is a very .mjeagne apprecia- 
tion of the liuge amount of work that lia's devMved upon the depart- 
me^it, and it is up to the (Government to help the members in getting 
the work of the Assembly properly done by making ample provision for 
the Assembly in all its departments. 1 have j>'ot also* some amount of 
grievance against the ])rovi;idon for the Library fo^ the purchase of 
books. There has beeii ])rac(ically no Libi’ar^ Dt-pir^nenl, \vhate\^r. 
Although lliere is a so-calIe<l Library Iheie is ly) separate stall provided 
for Ihe Jjibrary. A clerk in Ihe olfice look^^ .alter the isWe*of books as 
and \^■hen some ni(‘;>ibers come and ask lor books, and there is no-body 
who can really help wiembers as to. where a certain book or a certain 
information can be obtained We have for the Liliiaiy only a sum of 
Ks. 1,200 provided ft)r tbe purchase of l>ookhi. Oji enquii^',*! understand 
that out of this sum ot Hs. 1,200 more than 1,1s. 1,000 go by way of mere 
book-transfers for tlie |)urchase of variou.s tlovernment Ixa^ks and records 
that ar(‘ being receivoi! from the (lovermnenl of India ai|d other (Govern- 
ment Departments, leaving iiard]\ Hs 200 for the ])nrc))ase of new hooks 
and that sum of Hs. 200 is als(> earmarked for certain departments, the 
Legidative ('ouncil Depaitment in j)ariicular, which has got a special 
daily on the Ijooks of tlie Librar\. The result is that we, the members 
of this Assembly, fiave no op|)oitpnity whatever of helping tlie depart- 
ment to obtaiji new hooks — I believe tlie Sj)eaker is also heljdess there. 

Sir, in view ot wdiatj 1 have submitted, I feel that tlie staff and the 
provision made for tbe department are very meagre. A manual should 
be prepared giving in one book not only the (jovernment of India Act 
but also the various rules and standing orders and otlier necessary in- 
formation that w«, the *Uienkbers of the Assembly, have to refer to off 
an(J on. want of provision this important work has*not as yet been 

taken up. * 

Sir, 1 submit that my motion in no wtyy comes under the category 
of a no-confidence ipotion. The Hon'ble the Chief Minisker appealed to 
us a few days ago that we on this side of the House should come for- 
ward to help the Government with constructive suggestions, and we now 
try to he*lp biiii fiy Ikis suggestion, and there can be no better way of 
helping in the administration of this House than by providing more 
ffioney fur ihe department and for the staff, particularly when we know 
that the staff have sometimes to w'ork up to 10 o’clock at night without 
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provision of any kind <or food; sometimes tlvey have to go without 
any food the whole day. Only’the o^thef day \fl^en the Upper House 
was sitting th*e Hen’bie Ministers complained vi the floor of the House 
that some of them had to wait from 10 a.m.*to 11 p.m. at night; but 
the poor*elerlfs of the departmeni had on that day toi work from 7-30 
in tiie niorning without any fgod till 10 o.V^ock at night. There 
is no provision in tlie budget *to enable,the Secretary to give them any 
special«allowaiK*e for ^\Trtiitie* work, except from lus own pocket or 
from,C4^itwigeuc;jes which the Speaker may specially sanction. 1 submit, 
Sir, that%you would pleaded to make a statement as to^ whether you 
have experieMced aiv' difficulty in this connection, so that the Hpuse 
may be in possessicfti of the facts as to^ how you are administering the 
Assembly Department under such circumstai^ces. 1 submit, Sir, that 
although ordinarily it i^ not proper for ivs.Ao expect any statement from 
y<*u. Sir, but i^*iw » iiialti'r so vital that unless you hclj) us, the demo- 
cratic const itut«t);i that we have got will be rendered imjmssible by the 
exedurive irigg^irdliness s*() far as Ihe provisions necessary for tbo jiro- 
per functioning of this legislature is concerned. With these observa- 
tions, Sir, I move that the grant bp reduced by Ih'^. 100. 

Mr. SPEiAKER: As 1 have been requested by' Dr. Sanyal to make 
a statement, I would ask ^lo Iloii’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin whether 
he hirt any objection to my idaking a statement in order to explain the 
whole position., 

Th© Hoii*bl© Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINS SJr, 1 have no objection. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I think Dr. Sanyal is jierfectly right in saying 
that the fact of my making a stateiui^nt on this matter is altogether 
beside any convention and I do not think that it should r'pe followed in 
any manner. Rut in view of*the fact that this is the first year of this 
Assembly and the Government as well as the members are anxious 
that the* House should function properly, I think I should make a state- 
ment on the present position. 

So far as the Library is concerned, I am not jiu.rsing any, opinion 
whatever as to* what attitude the Government will take qt will not 
take. I am here to explain that with the meagre Jj’brary grant it has 
not been possible to purebasp^ any more books than the periodicals and 
other publicatjons of the different .provinces. As a matter of fact,' this 
is the present position. We have got no wholetiine Librarian, and at 
present one clerk has to work in the office as well as in the library with 
the result and consequent disadvantage that, as the books ar^*kept in 
different rooftis—some on the top floor and gome on the ground floor— 
if the clerk has to fetch a book from a room on the top floor^ he has 
be absent from the library for about twenty minutes and during* that 
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time it is difficult for members to get (ijiy books. *Tbe second difficulty is 
that there has been no purcBase, of any recent publications on current 
political or economic fctferature either concerning Iifdia or generally. 
Whether the preparation' of a manual should be undertaken or not, is 
for^he Governnrent and the House to' decide. . I have already' addressed 
Government as regards 'the necessity of preparing a manual. 

As regards the superior statf”, Dr. San^^al has explained the position 
which, I think, is correct. I must tell the Hoube at this sta^e that we 
have not yet been able to come to a decisipn as - to the positipn ol this 
department With reference to the Home Department. Whether this 
depcirtment should not be an entirely autonomous department more on 
the lines of the Publit; Sej’vice Commission, or whether this department 
rhuuld operate under the Home Department is- a matter to be decided. 

'' It was only yesterday that a copy of r circujar, which .was sent out by 
the Home Department for circulation among its suTb/frdihate officerf^ 
was sent out to us just as if this department wks a branch pf the Rome 
Department — it was probably owing to an Oversight on t*he part of that 
department, but technically that is the legal position that this Assembly 
Department operates '‘j^s an appendage for the tim^ being of the Home 
Department. Wliether that is a desirable state of things or not, is 
for the Government to decide, but I will iiot say anytkiifg further on 
the matter until the matter is finally decided. , ^ 

As regards dislocation of business the exact position as regards ques- 
tions is that, owing to the })aucity of staff, out of GOO questions received 
we have not been able to deal with more than 800. I will give an in- 
stance. We got notice of 987 motions. You can easilymiiderstand that 
owing to the complexity of the provisions of the Government of India 
Act the moHous cannot be automatically admitted; and as I have found 
many have been admitted owing to the fa<*t that on the last day we 
found that tq less we hurriedly ])rinted them v e would not bo able to 
send tbein out to members. Jn this connection, I must thank the Press 
for the promptness with which they liave done the work. The papers 
were sent out to them at 8 o’clock and we received the printed copies 
by 7 o’clock. The point however is that we had to admit many motions 
without looking at them. In. one instance, to which attention was drawn 
later, Mr. Haahemy put a question regarding the sarary and emolu- 
ments of t^lie Governor, but the whole thing was ultra vires to the rules 
of this House, but it was put in the agenda as it was not humanly pos- 
sible for us to tackle this matter «witb^ the staff that we have got. I am 
not stating a bit in exaggeration that I have myself honestly tried to 
put in .many I6ng hours of work to dispose of hundreds of files, and 
yet we*have come to a point when I find that if my staff have to cope 
with the work properly, they would break down very soon. 

So as tftie question of Bills is concerned, Dr. Sanyal has rightly 
pointed out that at present members send in their Bills in any manner 
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they like. I hope some members wUl not take oftencft when I say that 
they do not understanfl ^he real^osAiofi and th^ think that just as in 
the Albert Hall or College Square speeches are*lianded in, they can 
hand in their without looking^ into the form or sha^w in which the 
Bills are*to*be framed. In my department the technical part of the* 
work has to be done and this iifVolves a good deal of work. I had from 
time teftime to get assistance from the Revenue jp^artment,^ the Home 
Department and the finance Department. In respect of the agenda 
before us the papery had toibe whanged and put in orde^ by the Finance 
Department, and I am t?ftd that as many as 15 clerks were engaged sim- 
ply in aS’anging papers for about five to six hours. From this 

you can easily understand the mass of work wg have got through, some- 
how or other we have got through it for the present and unless assisU 
anceds forthcominjif there might difficulty. 

Then comes 4he seatin^j- arrangements iy the gallery. We have at 
present no staff i4*^ee to Jhift work. Then, during divisions we Jiave 
got so many dooijs, of which the Chamber is unfortunately {‘omj^osed, 
that there are not menials enough td stand at these doors. There arc 
also not menials erfoiigh to take messages, ilies# difficulties are there. 
The Home Department is trying to meet us on the.se*])oints as far as 
I)Ossible. Wb ftill require increase in our staff and in fairness to 
them, I must |ay that they Have been good enough to give us the ser- 
vices 0 ? officers when(‘ver they^iave thought it necessary. The difficulty 
is that it is the Home Department that has to decide whether it is 
necessary, and not ourselves. We can understand the difficulty of the 
situation when we have to do the work, but anothej^ department has to 
say whether assistance is necessary or not. Still within the limitation 
we have been working and trying our best to Cope with the work. I 
must say in this connection that the HoiFble the Home Member and 
Mr. Blair have been quite sympathetic to raeet*our grievances. As a 
matter of fact, when we badly needed help, we had to get hold of an 
officer who was on leave — I mean Rai Bahadur N. N. Sen Gupta — almost 
by telegfam without making any formal request, and they promptly 
arranged it. These matters are still pending. I would ask the honour, 
able member, after a statement has been made by the Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin, to withdraw his motion^at this s^ge, becausi the matter is 
still under discussion between ourselves and tfle Home Depjjrtment. I 
am quite cognizant of all the requirements, and it has been vety help- 
ful to me to know what the members^ views are, and I hope that this 
statement of mine will be sufficient to explain the whole situation. Our 
difficulties have been added to by the fact that the Upfler House ajso 
sat during the same. time as we, and our staff also had to do some work 
for them. These arrangements we are accepting for the tim^ being as 
inevitable, but if the same state of things continues, it will be* very 
difficult to carry on in this way longer. I would now rej^est.'the 
Hon’ble Sir Niysimuddin to make his statement on this matter 

t • 
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The Hon’bla^Khv^Ja Sir NAZiMUDDIN; Sir, I think this i^ an 
excellent illustration of fee, difficuRies '^vhich G6\^ernment have to cope 
with when they ari asked to reduce expenditure. To-day it is not 
a question for reduction of expenditure as usual, but for an increase of 
expenditure. Whenever Government makes an attempt fo reduce 
expenditure, it is faced with difficulties as have been pointed out to-day. 
The old Government went into this question with the President of the 
old Bengal Legislative Council. , It. was difficult 'to Ot^tiinate wffiat would 
be the requirements of the new^ Legisla,tive Assembly *and what would 
be the requirements as regards the staff to- "deal with this ^additional 
work. They went very thoroughly into this qii^sjibn with ^he Presi- 
dent of the old Bengal Legislative Council and oame to a decision after 
-discussion and agreement with the J’resident as to what would be the 
‘‘additional staff' required for the new^ Jiegfslative Assembly so that when 
this new constitution was inaugurated we ‘provided the staff 
that was agreed upon, with however this .'•.ssiirance to the 
SpeiVker that if it was found that it was nol; })ossible to (‘ope with 
the \lork with the existing stiiff', (aoverninent would lend their own offi- 
cers and clerical staff to ;\ssist them to get over the w'ork of the first 
session, and after having experience of the actual reciuirenients they 
would go into the question again more thoroughly at tl.e eiid of the 
session rPnd luovide the necessary staff. There is no doubt that the 
volume of work has increased tremendoilkly. Dr. Sanyal has gr\'en us 
an impressive list of questions, resolutions, adjounimeiit motions, and 
Bills, and no doubt it is within our knowledge that the staff* has had to 
work very hard. There is another very serious difficulty in this con- 
nection. The Legislative Assembly Department staff* has had to work 
really very long hours and very hard during +he prestmt session of the 
Assembly, but during the recess, i.e., when the Assembly is not sitting, 
there will be a great diininution of work, and, therefore, it is very diffi- 
cult to estimate correctly what should be the pro])er staff, because the 
danger is that if you provide a staff on the basis of w(»rk done when the 
Assembly is in session, then during the time when the Assembly is not 
sitting it would be found that a certain j)roi)ortion of the staff will have 
very little work to do. This is a difficulty which Government had to 
face, •and, thejiefore, they thought /hat it %\’X)uld be better to decide 
finally as to what should 'l)e the staff* of the Assembly after experience 
had beep gained diiring the first session, and, as the Hoirble the Speaker 
has already informed the House, Government are j>repared to go 
thoroughly into tihe question again and provide the necessary staff which 
would enable the Assembly Department to cope with the work. 


As*regards the Library, here, again, 1 might point out a difficulty 
and it is chat, owing to the fact that the Upper House is also sitting 
ip this building, it is at the present time not ])ossible to find accommo- 
datiqn for all the almirahs, and, therefore, we could not give more 
space than the room that is at present given to the library, because of 
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tb§ demand for meeting the accommodation ^required for the Council 
having to sit in this building. 1 think* the.que8jion of Library will also 
be settled when the new Council Chamber^is bufit. (Dr. Naunaksha 
SAm’AL: Whgt about- new books?) Dr. Sanyal need not be impatient 
for I am* comings to th^. As far as the buying of books is concerned^ 
in view of^the added ^interest •tiiat.is being taken by honourable mem- 
bers, ilovernment will be prepared to consider th^ (question o^an increas- 
ed grant for the pflrchase of bookvSf A» iar as I kno.w, Sir, this question 
was never raised before — k mejwi.Hhe question of an increased grunt. It 
is only tfie Hon’ble thp*Speaker who* raised this question of an addi- 
tional gr*anf, amr(J^’e»nment are prepared to consider the question of 
increasing the^grant for the purchase of boqjvs. But, here, again the 
question to be considers! is ydiat should be the amount of this grantj 
We generally fiiu^that those wIk^ are keen on building up a library are 
very fond of^ buying as many books as they can and the 
question as* to /the numb/r of book's that they can buy and 
which they cafl justify us n/cessary for the Assembly is very ditficult to 
decide, and you make a very big grant or a very small grant, ftut in 
view of the fact thnHhere are very good libjiarie(^1n Calcutta, we ought 
to try and keep the grant within reasonable limits. 'I shall, however, 
discuss this fjucstion with the Hon’b"l(‘ the Speaker and try to increase 
the grant ^o a figure which* would be suitable for both the*Assembly 
and tlTe Council. We have g?lt to bear in mind that for the present at 
least re(|uisitions*foV books will c.ome both from the TTon’ble the Presi- 
dent and the Ilon’ble the Speaker. And, therefore, the grunt will have 
to be sufficient to meet these dual demands. Sir, I do not wish to take 
more time of this House, ]>ut I would simply like to re])eat that Gov- 
ernment ai e ]uej)ared to dry and meet the demands for^derical staff so 
that the Assembly Department might work efficiently. In view of this 
assurance, I hope Dr. Sanyal would see his way*to withdraw his motion. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: In view of the assurance giv|;n by 
the Hon'lile the Home Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw 
my motion. 

The motion was, by lea^fe of th^ House, withdrawn. • 

* “9 

Mfi 8PEAKER: T am afraid I acted under a misunderstanding 
when I said that there was no other mcrtion, but, as a matter of fact, 
Maulvi Shaliedali did ri.se to move his motion, No. 9M, which, as it is 
not a token cut but an economy cut, I shall have to allow him to move. 
But I must say that I propose to clo.se the debate on “General Admini- 
stration” at 1-15 p.m., for I shall have to keep some.time*^ hand for 
divisions, if any. Therefore, I would like to ask the Oppositipn ^ 
let me know ‘privately whether they intend to call a division, on* the 
substantive motion relating to the demand for grant under “General 
Administration.” 
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Mr. SHAHEDALh move that the demand of Es. 1,18,63,000 
lor expenditure under ^he head '‘*(jrene!*al Admimstratiom” be reduced 
by Es. 2,66,400. 

Yesterday, Sir, there was a token cut on this subject of 

Commissioners of Divisions^ and many .f^eakers spoke 'on the undesir- 
ability of retaining the posts of Commissioner's. And to-day, I am 
specifically placing before this House my motion f^^r the abolition of 
the posts of Commissioners altogether^ by refusing the^ grant for their 
^establishment. The post of a Ccmmissioner, is a link be..ween the 
Collector and the District Magistrate and the/jov^mnent of' Bengal. 
If any benefit is derived at all by the local Govewiment by this process 
it is that of dilatoriiiesH. You, know, Sir, the members of District 
Boards and J^ocal Boards wait wistfully to see the names im the 
* ‘Calcutta Gazette,” but they fail to see owing vo* delay in sending 
them up before the Bengal Government. ^ For this (jnnecA^^ssary delay 
therd were cases also against the election qI the local botud or the dis- 
trict •board. My submission is that these posts oi Commissioners 
actually do no benefit to Uj? — rather they eat up a heavy amount of our 
taxes, and my submission to this House is tliat they sliould think 
seriously whether there should be this establishment of (.'ommissioners 
or not. ‘ 

In this connection, Sir, one question might be raised, that revenue 
w'ork will suffer. 1 humbly submit that instead of the Commissioners 
hearing appeals, as now, these appeals can well be heard by the Board 
0^ Revenue. In thi,s view of the case, vSir, we can do away with the 
posts of Commissioners. 

r 

Tiie next question that will ensue upon the abolition of the jmsts 
of (Commissioners is thf question of unemployment, on account of the 
clerical and other staff having got to be discharged. But to this T can 
oulyrsay that every year hundreds of clerks, etc., are taken in the 
Secretariat, and instead of recruiting outsiders preference should be 
given to these men who may have to be discharged. Further, these 
men may be absorbed in the Secretariat on their own pay, which will, 

in turn, mean considerable saving to Government. , 
u < ^ 

My submission to this House is wliether in any way w'e can manage 
to do away with the posts of Commissioners, and have the money thus 
saved applied to furthering nation-building work. 

(As many “members rose in their seats to speak on this motion, 
Mr. Speaker observed as follows.) 

. Mr. SPEAKER; There is very little time left, and I must now 
Bskythe Hon’ble the Home Minister to reply. 
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Thd Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZfMUODIN:, ^ir, tins again is a vepy> 
difficult and complicated question, anSi this Gqjt'ernment have not had! 
the time to go thoroughly into this questidh, buW would like to point 
out to this House som^obvious difficulties and some reasons why Com- 
missioners of Divisions are' necessary for the present at least. First 
of all, Sir,, there is the questiSn of* revenue appeals that have got to be 
heard.* Supposing we were to accept the sugg^ei^ion of tli^ mover, it 
would mean that*either the litigtfnts ‘would have .to come to Calcutta 
or that ihe Member of fhe Bollrd of Revenue will have, to tour for 
hearing.,^appeal^. J'hen,** again, it* would not be possible for any one 
Member of the ’Board ’to h^ar all the appeals. Actually, therefore, 
there would be \ery fittle economy, because 4he number of Members of 
the Board of Revenue •would have to be .raised. In Madras, whefe 
there are no Comnjissioners, in^ead of one Member of the Board of 
Revenue, tl^n? are three, and the numj)^ of Collectors there is also 
much more than AJsef, there are Collectors and Sub-Collecfors — 

Collectors being f)laced in cliarge of some of the larger districts lyid are 
also of a higher grade and rank than our ordinary^ Collectors here. The 
Sub-Collectors are junior to the Collectors^in Bengal both as regards 
grade and rank. The system in Jfadras is different from what it 
is in Bengal, and I doubt if there will be very much econpmy if we 
aboli^ thh Ommissionershij^ and increase the number of Members of 
the Board of Revenue as a consequential measure. 

The question of unemployment will also arise in this conneedion. 
With regard to the clerical staff that will have to, he discharged if the 
Commissioiierships were abolished, I would like to ])()int out tliat it 
is a gross exaggeration* to say, as lias been ’said by* the honourable 
mover of ihis motion, tliat Inindreds of men are taken in in the 
Secretariat every \ear. I may say, Sir, tliat the number, on the 
contrary, is very limited-. Their number is very limited, and if the 
existing staff of the Commissioner’s establishment are to bejtaken 
then it will mean that at least for three or four years the rec-rii it merit 
of outsiders will have to be stopped. Therefore, for three or four >ear» 
it will mean unemployment, but the most inqiortant question fqr con- 
sideration is thftt the Comniissionefs do a certain amount oj^ inspection 
and supervision work. If wo do away with the Commissir^ners it will 
be necessary to have some other officerij for inspection and supervision 
work. 

Then again the policy of Government is to conce^itrate on rjiral 
development and rural reconstruction. For this Avork the XJomnTissioner 
is an ideal o*fficer as he co-ordinates the Avork of A^arimis District 
Magistrates,’ and I think the work of the ( ommissioner will iitcrei»se 
in importance and utility as we progress in our work for rufal \\i«lfare 
and rural rectnstruction ^and economic development of the rural areiis. 
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It will be possible, I to find^very useful, important and respon- 

sible work for tke Cdinmiseioner in dur new, scheme ef things. It 
will be a great mistak’e if tlfe House were to decide at the present time 
to do away witl^ the post of Commissioners. • 

Last of all there could be no re^Juctien in the cadre of the Indian 
Civil Service as tliese officers are there and even if the post of Com- 
missioners be abolished, they w^ll be drawing their salary aocording 
to their scale. It will only be the clerical staff that will be abolished ^ 
Then again ‘as long as the sanction of the SA;retary of Sttfte is not 
obtained, we cannot abolish these p^sjs, and it, is •^ei’>' doubtful if the 
Secretary of Stale will at^all agree- to the reduction or abolition of the 
iy)st of Coinniissioners simply because reductioii^ will cause some saving. 
/ know {her(' is the precedent of Assa'pi! ‘AVe do liot know how' Af»sani 
will get out of the difliculty in which she has landed* herself, T know 
that in 192()-27 the old ijegisfative (ouncjl refuseyl jijie sifiaries of the 
inspecting staff of the Education Departm^ent and within six months 
of its* doing so, the House* by an» overwhelming majority passed the 
salaries of the ins])eh^ing f staff because of the difkculties that w’cre 
created owing to- the action of the House. vSo I w'ould request the 
House to consider and allow' the Clovernment to go ink) this question 
and find ways and means as to what C8.n be done in^ this matter. 
Supposing tlie clerical staff w'ere to be ^retrenebed, then it mi^ht be 
necessary to give tbom compensation because they' were recruited on 
the basis of permanent ai)pointinents. This also is a question w^hich 
Government will have to go in, and I am sure it may be possible to 
finVl work for the ('ommissioners over and above wdiat they are doing 
now. It is a iqisconeeption to think that the 'Work of a Commissioner 
is purely that of a post office. Their very presence is a great help and 
they do a great deal of work by advising and guiding the District 
Officers. They are of extreme help on occasions wdien there are troubles 
in th^ districts as by their presence, their advice and long experience 
they can help in meeting those troubles. Therefore, I suggest that 
the hon’hle juover will* withdraw the cut motion. 

Mr. SttAHlEDAL): ^8cr, I beg^leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion w'as then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

Mr, SPEAKER! 1 think it is no use carrying on the discussion 
any. further, f ask Mr. Birendra Kishore Ray Choudhury to move his 
motion 'for^the separation of the Executive and the Judicial. 

. Mr SYED JALALUODIN HA8HEMY: Knowing fully well that 
we cennv)f discuss any action of His Excellency the Governor, may I 
wquire if the members of this House are entitled to discuss his salary P 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am not supposed to giv^ a8y theoretical opinion, 
and I have already saiS J;hat so far a's ttat discui^ion is concerned, it is 
wholly ultra vires. If any issue is raised, f will'^ive my decision. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORp. RAY CHO^UDHURY: 1 beg to raise 
a disci^sioii regarding the separation of Judicial and Executive 
functions. 

• I beg ^to invite the ^atteiitiou* of the Government .as well as this 
Assembly; tp an iiuyoAVnt aspect^ of our district administration. I 
want, Sir, that {he •attention, of this House be focus.sed on the existing 
principle of eouil^^iniiig Executive aiid Judicial powers in the hands of 
the same functionarjes.* Thw'j^ystem may have been suited to th^ 
oircuTustances of ^jly Briii!ilL,'rT(ie in this province. But it is a pity 
that it remayiJ?* securely ^entrenched in ou^ districts even in the full 
glare of the fourrfi, ot the 2()th yentury. Sir, by raising^thia 

issue we are not keading iip*on a subject Which is unfamiliar. For the 
last fifteen years, of course, the country has been engrossed in wider 
political issues anJ has consecjuently given fcold «lioulder to this ques- 
tion of administrative detail. But fqr a long time before the birth of 
the Gandhi movement this que.stion was a live issue in al^ political 
circle^^in tndki. It oca'upied^ much space on the Congress platform 
and took a considerable toll upon the attention of the officers of the 
Government. It was exactly one hundred years ago that some 
Covenanted officers of the East India Company tried to bring home 
to the Government of the day the evil effect of the •iystein of combinii^g 
Executive and Judicial powers in the same hands. A committee was 
appointed in 18dG by the* Government of India to inveiftJgate into the 
working of the police organization of lower Bengal and recommend better 
methods of maintaining law and order in this province. Sir Frederick 
Halliday, later the first Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, was a member 
of this committee. He definitely gave it out as his opinion thiA the 
same functionary must not on any account be both the thief-catcher 
and the thief-trier. Such combination w^as irrational and unscientific. 
It was a menace to the maistenance of individual libert.v and freedom. 
A person who fiad incurred the displeasure* ,pf the Executive officer 
might be out of .spite taken into custody at his instance. *If he was 
tried also by the same officer or by an officer subordinate to him, there 
was little chance of his getting any justice and fair play. 

One century has passed by .since this outspokeif opinion was 
expressed upon the subject by a member of the bureaqjpracy itself. 
During this long period many times this question was echoe^H not only 
from the Congress platforms but also from the treasury benches iai 
the Legislative Councils. But nothing has so far come out*o< e^her 
the demands qi the people or the promises of the Government. Ip 
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1908 Sir Harvey AdAmson, the Home Member of the Government of 
India, announced in^o njany* Wordrf on the^ ^oor oi^ the Imperial 
Legislative Councilvthat the Government had accepted the policy of 
bifurcating the two functions and that this policy would, be given effect 
I to as early as possible in the province of Bengal. Nothing, however, was 
actually done in this direction during th'^next twelve years. Then early 
in 1921 the Montagu-fhelmsford Befonns were brought into of»eration 
in the country. this regiinr the question had become primarily a 
provincial one.^ This subject came *ln* Bengal 

Legislative* Council and a resolutH)n was pass^(fin UI21 for giving effect 
to the principle of separating Executive from Jiuficial' functions in the 
districts. A committee ^was also appointed t(f devisQ a scheme for 
<put1ing into practice this principle of a/lministrative reform. It was 
presided over by Mr. Justice Greav^es and consisted of severar'well- 
known politicians and experienced officers qf the ('iwl ^Service. The 
committee after due enquiry and necessitry ^v/^mirfation of witnesses 
submitted its report to the Government o^t Bengal. ,Tn its report the 
committee pointed out that there' was no jiractical difficulty in giving 
effect to the princif)Je oh* separation. The commiHee also framed a 
scheme which the Government was expected to consider and carry out 
without much loss of time. But, Sir, nothing was dond’during the best 
fifteen years. , ‘ 

The arguments in favour of the separation of. the Exei’utive trom 
Judicial functions are .'^o well known, so decisive and have been advanced 
on so many occasions that it is needless for me to-day to elaborate them 
af length. Toward*! the (dose of the last century, an im])()rfant 
memorial signed by man> ])ersons who had anq)b‘ experience of the 
Indian adminiMrative and judicial me(d»anism was submitted to the 
Secretary of State for Tpdia. In this memorial which is usually known 
as the Hobbouse Memorial all the necessary arguments against the 
system of combining Executive with Judicial duties were incorporated 
and ialidity and force of these arguments have been admitted J\\ every- 
body who has any knowledge of administrative science and experience 
of administrative mechanism. 

It* is true,,. Sir, that in many ^)arts of the provi^ice the District 
Magistrate* himself doe.s* not try any case. But this has not improved 
the organisation by (‘V(‘n an iota. He himself may not sit in judgment 
upon cases which have been iilstituted at his instance or in which be is 
otherwise interested. But although he may not try these cases himself 
the other Magistrates who are in every way bis subordinates are 
required to try them. It can only be imagined bow these Subordinate 
Magistrate's may dispo.se of cases in which their offit’ial superior is 
interested. Their promotion and future prospects depend largely upon 
nis ,^ttvtude towards their work. Consequently, once they know and 
even once it is noised about that the District Magistrate wants a case 
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to be tried and disposed of in a particular faslAon, ihe trjdng Magis- 
trates cannot*but be e%ger to do his bidding, \^ich may be explicit or 
implied. Besides, it should also be ku(fw'n tliat the Subdivisioiial 
Magistrates who are tl^e chief exejsutive officers of the^areas under their 
charge fiav'e to^try casks themselves. The system in fact is so vicioiiw 
that all independency has bedri pimiped ofit of tlie trying Magistrates. 
They^o not dare to try any case, ^especially aj^olitical casj, according 
as they think wile and best. They •take the linj of least resistance. 
•They ta^e their (uie frgnf the*pjroseciiting executive tyid djspose of the 
cases according to^the ihspiration derived. 

It is high time, ••Sir* tliat'such an organisaiion is overhauled and the 
judiciary is completely separated from the executive. So long as the 
officers presiding o^ier ?rimiijal courts are not placed on the same fo(>t- 
ing as the miinsifii with regard* to the conditions of their service, the 
liberty and iri^^dom of the individual citi^e^s will continue to be menaced 
as they have i)een*nT?Tn%(‘«l in the past. The Reforms which havg been 
introduced in tl?e Writers’ Buildings and the (’ouncil House wijl have 
little repercussions in this sphere. The work of sypurating the functions 
which has been left undone by tlie (lovernmefH so far should, there- 
fore, be immediately taken up by the new Ministry. I knew. Sir, that 
the (luestion of finance imu- be raised in (his connection «nd on the 
ground of ex^iense the reforui may again be held ov(‘i'. But, Sir, 1 may 
remind tlie (iov<erninent that the Greaves Committee was definitely of 
opinion that in order to bring this reform into oj)eration an initial 
expenditure of Rs. l,bd,0(H) and a recurring ex]>enditur(‘ of Hs. 4,48,000 
a year would be enough. In the budget estim^ite, Sir, 1 find khat 
under the head “District Administration” an increase of abf)u( fifteen 
lakhs of ru])ees has been provided for above the r(‘V?sed e.^^timatj* for 
1930-37. It is also well known that for jyirposes of e.xtraordinary 
police provision in the province fifty-four lakhs of ru})ees have been 
annually spent for over half a decade. If so much money can be found 
for thege purposes I do not see why on the ground of extra expAses of 
only four lakhs and a half this much-nee<led administrative reform 
should be held over any longer. 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDl'k^: Sir, this ijfa very big 
question, and, I doubt if it can be dealt vith in four minutes’ time. 
The difficulty about this is that it is* not an accepted princl[)]e that 
Judicial and Executive should be absolutely separated. Tlie only 
country where it is in existence is America where they have got into 
a first class constitutional tangle — Mr. Roosevelt and the ^Supreme 
Court are ha'v^ng difficulties there. It is not so in EnglariTr, and it was 
misreading. of the situation that led America to adopt this policy, of 
separation of Judicial and Executive. But the most imporUinU argu- 
ment against it is that it will lead to a very large increa.se ^ of 
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expenditure and will Aal^e it very difficult for the public to get both 
Judicial and Executive! services/ because if you ^lave g(Jt to separate 
the two either you ll&ve gdt to increase the number of judiciary or 
the executive or^ even if you have tp reduce i^ then the public will 
have to travel long distance to get justice. The question of funds is 
the most important one. Rut in view’*of the fact that the higher 
judicial coqrts have right to revise and supervise the work of the 
Executive-judicial otKcers, there •Is. ifo danger, real or serious danger, 
of miscarriage pf justice. So^long*. ifs the^High Court , remains' 
independent and not under the contcol of the ’Exe(uiti\e rih)v§rninent, 
there is no likelilujod of any danger whatsoevef. •• 

• • * 

> Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Hu« the* Hiiii blp Minister ever 
been a practising lawyer 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN:. think, ihut 

at the present time the ,s(‘i)iiration is not ailvisahl#, and 1 woulil 
deprecate it in view of the additioiml cost and otlier difficulties. I do 
not think that the coiditidps are coininensurute witli the amount of 
expenditure that will he necessary. Wo may examine the question 
along with others in good time, and the Assembly wdll* have its first 
claim. I agree to discuss this (luestion r^)und the table if you iy'e so 
keen on it. In view of what I have said, I hope the h^'Wf^urable member 
will withdraw his amendment. 

Mr, BIRENDRA KI8H0RE RAY CHOUDHURY: 1 beg leave to 
withdraw my motion. 

The motion df Mr. Birendra Kishnre Hay Clioudliury was then, by 
leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that 
a sum.of Rs. 1 ,liS, (MM) be granted for expenditure under the head 
“25 — General Administration” was then put and agreed to. ^ 

Adjournment. 

« 

The House was then adjourned till d-d5 p.m. on Monday, the 23rd 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings* of the «Bengar Legislative ^sembly assembled 
unider the provisions of Government of lifdia Act, 1935. 

• • •» • • 

The Assembly met in the •Assembly Il^tuse, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 23jd August, 1931^, at 8-45 p.m. 

*PVesenfr: 

Mr. 8j>eaket; ^the Hon’ble Khan llahadur Jil. Azizul llAgUE, (M.k.) 
in the Chair, the elevei> HoiCble Ministers and 215 inembeis. ■> 

Mr. SPEAK£R: Jlefoie the (luestions are taken u]>, I should like 
to inform the IToiAe have cinnilateH a printed copy of the ruling 

on section 82*ofAhe (joveiliment of India Act. 1 do not propose to 
read it out, but it will foiin part t)f to-day’s ])roceedings of*’ this 
Assembly. 


Rulpig of Mr. Speaker on ft\^e scope of section 82 of the Government 
of India Act. 

The scope of Section 82 of the Government of India Act determines 
not only the restriction on the rights of, what may be termed in tjie 
absence of anything better, a private member of the legislature but it 
has its important bearing on the relative constitutionar position of the 
two Chambers. On its true and correct exp(^^ition depend the Hills 
that can or cannot be originated in the Legislative Council. 

2. The Section deals with five different items in two divisions, 

VIZ., — 

A. Bill or amendment making provision — 

(1) For im*posing or increasing any tax? , 

(2) For regulating the borrowing gf money or the giving of any 

guarantee by the Province. 

(3) For amending the law with respect to any finaifcial obligations 

undertaken or to be undertaken bv the Province. 

. 

(4) For declaring any expenditure to be charged on the revenujes 

of the Province or for increasing the amount o^ any,. such 
expenditure. 
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B. (5) Bills, inv(hTing expenditure from ^ the rfeyenues of a 
Province. 

3. The following* inattlrs require elucidation in this connection: — > 

(1) What ?8 the meaning of the word ‘Ha5”? 

(2) What is the meaning of the plifase ‘^an^ending the. law”? 

(3) What is tl^ meaning of “involving expenditure from the 

revenue.4of the Province’’ as distinguished from “financial 
ybligations undertakeji or to tie iind^tak^”? 

^^4) What is the meaning of “revenues”?^ 

4. It will be noticecf that the Section inakes s^v*eral important 
Sistinctions — 

(/) certain Pills or aii^endments cannot, be intro&ac^d or moved 
except on the recommendation^oi t^^9-^g^ernor, 

{n) certain Bills, but not amendments, cannoV Ibe passed Iby a 
Chamber j)f the Legislature unless the ^ Governor recom- 
mends to tile f^iambfu* the considemtioli of the Bill. 

6. The Section also enunciates the constitutional principle that 
certain Bills cannot he introduced in the^Legislative C’oimcil, an^l here 
also there is no mention of the word “amemlment.’’ • 

6. In inteipreting tliis Seidion it is desirable to bear these distinc- 
tions and provisions in mind. It may at the very outset be mentioned 
tlyit the provisions (ft the White Paper were that “money Bills” should 
be initiated in the Legislative Assembly only, and that a recommenda- 
tion of the Govt^rnor will be required for any projiosal in the Provincial 
Legislature for imposing of taxation, for the appropriation of public 
revenues or for any proposal affecting the public debt of the Province 
or for affecting or imposing any charge upon public revenues. 

7. Commenting on the proposals of the White Paper Bie Joint 
Committee said that legislative* procedure in matters of finance differs 
in India from that which exists in the United Kingdom and they found 
that fhe scheiie of 'the White P»per was in conformity with “the 
system wilji which Indi'ans are familiar and which appears to have 
worked sufficiently well in practice”. Tliey approved the principle 
behind the ])roposal of tlie White Paper in regard to the financial 
procedure which, they said, were “based upon the principle which must 
always be the foundation* of any sound system of finance that no propo^ 
sal for* the ini posit ion of taxation or for the apprapneition of public 
Tt ven ues, if^r an if proposal a^ertino or imposing any chdrye upon those 
rt^venycs, can be made without recommendation of the Governor, that 
is to,sa.\, iit can only be made on the responsibility of the Executive.” 
They also definitely approved the principle that “in those provinces 
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where the legislature is bicameral, money Bills sifall initiated in the 
Legislative A^emblv ^alone.’^ if thesi principly behind the proposals 
of the White Paper and the intentions of th# Joint^Committee are borne 
in mind, it wijl probably be easy to understand the bearing of Section 
82 on financial procedure and practice and its effect on the constitutional# 
position of the Assembly and ^he Cpuncil. • 

8. *Now first as to the meaning^ of the word^‘‘tax”. Un^er Section 

311 (2) taxation ‘^includes the imposjt»on of any ty or impost whether 
general qf local or. special;" ai(h*“tax shall be construed accordingly," 
In the Seventh Sci^edule* various terms have been used, such as, tax, 
duties, nates, dues, tolls,' fees, etc. Now tax means a tribute imposed on 
subjects, direct ^or indirect (Wharton's La^ Lexicon). In effect it 
means any realisatiQn from the subjects in the nature of a financial 
liabiTity .imposed law or any ^orm of compulsory payment made to 
the State. . , 

The India© lasau?!^ *lMi(|uiiy Committee of 1924-25 adopted the 
following dcfinitron as their working basis: — 

“Taxes are compulsory contributions m*ide J^' the members of a 
community to the governing body of the same towards the common 
expenditure •without any guarantee 'of a definile measured sei vice in 
return.” • * 

The Cominitt^ did not include revenue fioin State lands, Fisheries, 
Mines and Forests within the definition of l-ax. Tli(‘y wer<‘ divided 
in opinion as to whether land revenue is a tax or not which, according 
to the Committee, had characteristics of rent as also of tax. They wj^re 
similarly divided with respect to Irrigiation Pates. According to the 
Committee, if an impost is in the nature of paynu'-ni for services 
rendered dfrectly or indirectly, it does not coine under the definition of 
tax. On the definition of the Indian Taxation Committee, any impost 
except where it is for services rendered is a tax. Judged, howt'ver, in 
the light of the definition in the Oovernment of India Act, therti is no 
doubt that excepting fines or pecuniary penalties, fees for licenses or 
for services rendered, .which are excepted by Section 82(2), any duty, 
rates, tolls, fees, whether it is local or provincial or special, is. a tax 
within the scoife of Section 82. In view of pie word “special” in the 
definition clause, both land revenue and irrigation rates will come within 
the term tax, as both of these are impost on special basis. 

9. The next important point is the meaning of the word “law” 
and of the phrase “amending the law,” In its generic sense, law means 
the rule of action to which men are obliged to make their conduct 
conform. In ‘the definition clause of the Act, “existing Indian law” 
means any law, ordinance, order, bye-law, rule or regulation made by 
any legislature, authority or person having power to make ^uch ^ law, 
ordinance, order, bye-law, rule or regulation. It is interesting to note 
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that in the defi^^itiork the term is ^‘existing Indian Law’^ to limit its 
scope to existing enac^entp anS rules* etc. ^ * • 

It appears that vaHous ^rms have been used in the different Sections 
of the Act, viz.^ — . 

(1) “An Act of the Legislature” in. ^Section 76(2). 

(2) “Amending the law” in Section 82(i)(6). 

(3) “To make IjjTws” in Section 99(1). 

(4) “A.prowncial law” in J^i tioii* fD2(2)^. % 

(5) “llepefils, amends or alVeetf-f any Aet”^ in*f>ec1rion *108(‘J)(//). 

(6) “To make any law” in Section llO(h). • 

• • * 

• (7) “To make any law amending ayy j)rovismn” of any Act in 

Section 110(/;)(it). ^ 

A Provincial Legislature •which consists of^^ihe^ Governor as the 
repr^entativc of llis Majesty and one or*two Cham^befs, as the case 
may he, has power to “make a law’”, “lo make any law”, “to make 
laws”, but the JVovAmial ^Chamber or Chambers ^function only in 
passing or enacting a Bill, which becomes an Aci of the Legislature 
on receiving requisite Assent. It* is then* “a law” and* i^ one unit of 
“the law”* and “the law’” means the body of laws. “Eepealing, amend- 
ing or affecting any Act or any provision 1)f an Act” is as much amend- 
ing “the law’” as the passing of a new’ Act, creating new rights and 
obligations or new rules ot comluct. A imw t'nuctmcnt may 
not be amending // or hnv, i.e., an existing enactment, etc., but it 
clmnges or amends fJir law. That is to say, by creating new rights, or 
obligiitions, it brings about a change in the existing rights, obligations. 
The phrase “amending the law” therefore means not merely to bring 
about any change in an 5 ’ existing law', ordinance, order, bye-law’, nile 
or regulation but also to make any new law' or any new provision having 
the ef][ect of law, 

• 

10. The third point is the meaning of the words “involving expendi- 
ture from the revenues” as distinguished from “financial obligations.” 
Financial obli^jat ion .undertaken oi^ to be •undei takcn ^ means definite 
appropriate)!! of public v^^’enues, in fact or specifically intended. It 
means that*if any Act or its provision jirovides for the a(*ceptance of a 
financial liability, immediate 04* intended, ])y its own effect and opera- 
tion, it is in the nature of a financial obligation. The point can be 
illustrated in this way. The Bengal Waterways Act was passed by the 
Legislature some years back. The Act provides payment of specific 
money froq^-^he ]’r<n'incial leveuues to the Waterways •Board. Even 
though provisions of the Act are not yet fully brought into operation, 
th^ financial obligations are there and will have to be undertaken as 
soon *the* Act is fully given eflVct to. This Act therefore intends to 
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create £naocial obligatioss to be undertaken. ^ oL tba other hand any- 
thing in the nature of*bringing^xpen(fttur^ in, y)t by its own operation 
but only as a direct consequence involves expenditure from the revenues; 
it does not me^n direct or definite or immediate appropriation, sanctioned 
by the legislature, but Something fhat must necessarily mean or involve 
expenditure as its direct con^eqiuyicc. Supposing a Bill jiioposes to 
create^an autonomous Jut^ Board whi(‘h will not receive any contribu- 
tion from the pro’fincial revenues, ^yet#tbe local (jo^ernment is required 
hy the Bill to constitute -the Jfoard from time to^ time by holding an 
election Tiy ballot on *w?de frtincbise! This must necessaVily involve 
Governm*en{ in **adfJiTioual oi' new 'expenditure for elections — preparing 
list of voters, holding* elections, etc. Supposing the A('t again requires 
Government to establish a research Laboratory. This Bill will tlie^i 
com^ under the latter categoTy, it vill involve expenditure from 

the revenueff. JTel If the Bill only jjiovided such duty as could normally 
be done by the l^cqj^ (toverpment witholif such expenditure, the Bill 
will be outside its sco])e. If a proposal in a Bill involves ex])en(ntu ]'0 
only remote or only as a possible contingency, it is not involving Expen- 
diture from the revenues. For there is baj^dly^ffny Act of legislature 
which may not mean expenditure in some form or other. The border 
line betweeiF ufcliat involves and what does not itjvolve exi)enditur(* will 
be determined with tin* growtli of conventions, but as a worJting basis, 
the aBoA^e is a fair formula. ' 

11. The next is the meaning of the word “revenue.” Under 
Section 136, revenue of a province “includes all revenues and public 
money raised or received by a province”; it means all kinds of receipts 
of Government, no matter what the nature of their sources is; it includes 
both the ordinary reA^enue as well as receipts from oth^r souices, what 
is usually incorporated in capital accounts, such as, loans, dejjosit. 
receipts from commercial undertakings, etc. Tt includes fines and 
penalties which are received by the GoAernment. 

12. Analysed and disse(‘tcd. Section S2 tliendoiA* means thai — 

• 

tA) The following Bills or any amendment making the following 
provisions cannot be introduced or moved except on the recommendation 
of the GoA^ermp’, i.e., except on ihe responNibih’t y ot.the Fx»*cutive 
GoA'ernment and that no private membm caa theiefore b^^ng in any 
such Bill or give notice of any amendment to any Bill without the 
recommendation of the Governor, viz., A'fhich — 

(1) imposes or increases any tax, , 

(2) regulates the borrowing of money or gives any guarantee,* by 

the. province, ' > 

(3) provides for or affects any appropriation of public reveni^jB, and 

(4) declares any expenditure to be expenditure charged • on* the 

reAienues of the province or increases such amount. 
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(B) Any Bill ,withl any such aforesaid provision cannot be initiated 

in a Legislative Coun^iil. , ‘ ^ ‘ 

(C) There is no bftr to any amendment being made to a Bill, other- 

wise duly brought up before the Legislative Coyncil, witJwut changing 
^its character ^ even though the amendment contains any ,of the aforesaid 
provisions. But all such ahiendments must have the recommendation 
of the Govf^rnor betoe can be introduced or moved. * 

(D) By the explaaatpry clause in Section 82(2) any Bill or amend- 
ment shall oiot be deemed to ma<lce provision ior any of the' purposes 
aforesaid by reason only that it pro^^ides for the 'mpo^ition ftf fine or 
other pecuniary penalties or for the payment of feeS for licenses or fees 
for services rendered ; but if such fines, penalties or fees are credited to 
the revenues of Government, any jiroposal 1o appiopriate such ,fines, 
penalties or fees will be governed by the jirevious- provisions, viz., it 
cannot bo introduced or mo.ed except on the ret'oiymen^ation of the 
Govtk’*nor and such a Bill but not amendment r®?Tl not ))e initiated in 
a Lcg;^islative C/ouncil. 

(E) A' Bill wliich 'does ^mt provide for api)i<>priat5oli of revenues by 
its own opcmtion but involves the province expenditure from the reve- 
nues as its direct cons(‘quence can be introduced in -any (hiamber, 
Council oi' Assemlily, but unless the Governor rei^ommends to any 
Chamber the consideration of the Bill, it tannot be passed; this gbverns 
only a Bill but not amendment to a Bill otherwise duly brought up. 
But 8uc,h amendment must not change the character of the Bill. 

Id. Possibly it may be argued that the latt(*r part of Section 82(l)(?)) 
is 'kf)plicable, only to the case of a Bill or amendment making provision 
for amending a,ny existing law, that is to say," it is applicable when it 
is in the nature of changing or amending any existing enactment 
01 I’ules or regulatioits, ordinances, bye-laws, etc., but is not 
apfdicable to a Bill intended to ])romu]gate a new law 
altogether. A moment’s scrutiny \\ill show that this conten- 
tion cannot be* cori(‘ct ; toi in that cast' tlie j)ositibii will 

be that a Bill, which inttmds to bring about any changt' or 
amendment in existing law with respect to any financial obligations 
undertaken or co be undertaken b^^ the province, cannot be initiated 
in tlie Legftslative CouiudL but a new enactment whitdi for the first time 
creates a new financial obligation, provides for a new appropriation can 
be initiated in the Legislative Council. If it is to bring about a change 
or modification in an existing statutory appropriaton of public revenues 
it cannot be iiiBiated in the Council, but if it is for new appropriation 
of public revenues it can be ! This was never the intention of the White 
Paper, the Joint Committee or the Parliament which definitely intend- 
ed thi^t appropriations of all character of the public revenue, money 
Bills, of (iB kinds should be initiated in the Assembly only. It will be 
seen tWt a money Bill under the definition in the Housf. of Commons 
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includes a Bill for supply and appropriation of public ^oney or subor- 
dinate matters, incidental theret§. FroVi the iu^tions of the Paidia- 
ment, it is clear that wfiat was intended tha^^the initiation of all 
Bills for any ^ipropriatioii of public revenue, wdiether it is by chan^ye 
of an existiirg law or % promuljrjltin}^ a new law, will be in the. 
Assembly. And* this is in (‘on^^rniity witli^the constitutional position 
of the lower House in* any system of parliamentary democracy with 
bicameral legislatuie. If it was int^nd^d to limiritiXsi'ope oiify to exist- 
ing laws, the word ejrisinnj would have Iuhui U'jiMMn the Section, just 
as it finds'place in the definition elaUM\* The fact that lln* t^l m is “the 
law”, instead of*.‘‘e*^tii^g law\s” clearly indicates the wdder import of 
the term than merely (vcistin^ enact numts. 

14. There is only iniddental jioint arising out of tlicM* diNciissions, 
and probably it w’ilT be bettel- upderstootl with referem'e to concrete 
facts. The Bei^gal legislative Assembly has just |Xissed several Bills 
— Ministers’ Mai;? Mepibers' Kmohimeiits Bill, et(\ All tliese 
Bills create fintincia*! obfiga^ions and come under Section 82(1 )(/>).' 

Tin* (ioveninient pro])ost*(I Its. 12-} as tin* salary of members in the 
Bill. A member pif^posed an am(*ndment im favyhr of Us. lot) which 
was ])assed. Such an ameinhm'iit wull of coursi* refiuire the r(‘comm(‘n- 
dation of the* (Governor. Bub if th(‘re was an amen(lm(‘?it in favour of 
a redin'tion, sav, for Us. 100, nvould it still n‘(piire the recommendation 
of the \jrovernor Strictly wiilun the letter of tlie law, even such nn 
amendment would*require, but tln'if* is .something like implit'd lecoin- 
inendation. If the (roveinoi has lecommended IN. 12’) the ^nlaJ'\, n 
would co?'i'(X‘t as a matter of constitutional convention to bold that any 
amendment for reduction to a low’cr figur(* has the recommcuidatioi'i 
of the (Governor. Such recommendation can In* coiistitut ionall\ taken 
to be im])lied in the recommendation of the higher figure. 

15. Th(>re is just one difference in procedure.' Section 82(0) reipiires 
recommendation to tin* Chamber and wfiereas Section 82(1) merely leijuir- 
es lecommendalion. In the lattei ease it \\«mld la* sutli< i(*nt if tin* Minis- 
ter of (jGvernment merely mentions in giving notice that it is on the 
recommendation of tlu* (governor, but the recommendation to the Cham- 
ber must be in the iiatufe of a formal communication to the Cliamber, 
i.e., to the Speaker or to the X*residen4, as the gase may be. » 

16. It would be for the Spwiker to decide** in this A.sseiilbly as to 
whether a Bill or an amendment comes within the provision of Sections 
82(1) and 82(6) and w'hile the applicability of Section 82(1) would pro- 
bably not be difficult, it would not be so easy in the case of a Bill wffiich 
if enacted and brought into operation would involve expenditure from 
the revenues of a province. In the circumstances, if any Bill, or aroeiid- 
ment is admitted without any recommendation of the Governor, a.s 
required under Section 82(1) or 82(3), as the case may be, the Minister- 
in-charge of the Department concerned should raise an objecti-on etthe 
earliest possibly and appropriate opportunity before the House, but it 
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would facilitate ^inat%r if in the meaiitiiiie necessary steps are taken 
on this behalf. t ^ • 

17. One more pfiint atoiii Settioii S2(3). A Bill involving’ expen- 
diture from the revenues of the province cannot j)a>'se(I by a Chamber 
’of legislaline unless <he (jo\einor bus recommended to tliat Chamber 
the consideration of the Bill. Such Bills can therefore bo introduced 
in a Chain.ber without Jhe ommeiidation of the (ioveinoi and* techni- 
cally it can also 1^*^ taiccm in(o* <*()n>idciation tliougli not j)assed with- 
out such n'cemTuendation. But it wtunld mean onlv fruitless waste of 
liTue for a (diambei- if the KM-ommepdation ot the ^foveinor is ultimate- 
ly refused afiei’ a (diamb(*r has ])ass(‘d tluough th<i <-ohsideiation stage. 
A <‘onvention should thejefore be followed that 'the Ex#u‘utive Govern- 
^aumt should come to a decision, immediately lifter smh a Bill is intro- 
duced as to their attitude, so that ic case the i cco^umendation tif the 
G()\'ernor is refused, the nous(‘ may have an {'ally noti ’e and may not 
unn('(‘cssajily waste its time in considering j\ \Vliich cannot in the 
last stage be passed in the absi'iicc of tb(‘ Govcu’noi ’s^recommendation. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Formation a union board within tho police-station of Tarail, 
Mymensingh, 

13. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: (n) Will the Hoidble 
Minister in charge cd’ the Public Health and JiOcal Self-Government 
Department be jileased to .state whether any union board has been formed 
within the police-station ot Tarail in the .district of Mymensingh? If 
not.why^not? * ’ 

(h) \CTill the llon’ble Minister be pleaseil to state whether Govern- 
ment are prepared to consider tlie desirability ot forming union boards 
within the said police-station at an «*arly date? 

MI.NI8TER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mauivi Syed Nausher 
All)’ (a) No. No projxisal for the establishment of union boards in 
the,^a^e^Kin question has been received by Government from the local 
officers. 
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(b) Yes; if any proposal is received to that|efi’e(^ from the local 
officers. 


A M6iiiber>Wh at are the reas^)iis lor no projKisals being" made by 
the local officei's, tor ttre I'oniiatioii of union boards ^ 

The*Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAUjSHER ALI:>TIi,e mu^uus^iie known 

to Government but I projwse not * to disclose th^i. 

^ , • • 

A Member: ‘Are* the pro])o>al.s* for tile formation of union boards 
made by officers oiHlipir owfi initiative? 

• • • 

rite Hon’ble MaJivi SYEb flAUSHER ALI: Yes. 

• • .• 

Filling up of a|jpC!^ttn^ts in the Co-operative Department* , 

14. Mauivi MD. HASANUZZAMAN: Will jhe llon’ble Minister 
in charge of Ihe (^^oJ)el•ative Credit and lftiral*Indebtediiess Depart- 
ment be ])]eased to slate the ])rocedin;e according to wliich the ai)point- 
ments in the ( o-opeiative Department which were last advertised will 
beti]l(if1?‘ 


MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Mullick): The hon’hle memlier is refened to the answer to 
starred (luestion No. (S gi\en at this session of ihe Bengal Legislative 
Assembly on llie 2nd August last. 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERill: Is it the intention of Government to shelve 
the proposals tor the defiroviiicialisation of Government secondary 
schools ? 

The Hon’ble. Mr. A. K.‘ FAZLWL HUQ: Tlu^e is «o qiiestTon of 
shelving it hut 1 have .said that there is no ptoposal at jire^mt before 
Govei-nment. 


Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the HonTdt; Minister he jdeased to 
state whether the projiosal will be taken up at all and if so, whether 
it will be takeii^up in the near tuture? • 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On that, Sir, I can, express 
no opinion. 
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Secondary Schools. 

V ' < 

15. Dr. H. C. MfbKH^RJI: Will the Hon ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to ^ate the 'stepsj if any, 
‘^proposed to be taken by Government to^ deprovincialiae the secondary 
schools either completely or gradually, school by school? * ^ 

♦ ^ 

MINISTER in Qjiarge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr, A. 4(. Fuiul Huq); '] liere fs at pi'usent'no propo<,al before 
Goveniment for the deprovintdalioation of Goycrnmeiit secondary 
schools. The ([uestion of deprovincialiMation of* Government high 
schools was (.‘onsidt'ied by*the former Government, biil iit''\vas ultimately 
(propped. ; ' - 


River Bidyadhari.* 

16. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : (n) Is the Hon ble 

Minisler in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) 
Depari merit aware— ^ 

(/) of the deterioration of the river liidyadhari; aiM * 

(//) that a large and thickly jiopulaf^^d area within Hie Tollygunge 
thana and municipality and Sonarpur, Bhangore and Rajliat 
thiinas, remain water-logged during the greater part of the 
year ? 

(h) If the answer to ((/) is in the aflirmative, wliat steps, if any, 
are proposed to**he taken to remove the public inconvenience and menace 
to the liealtli of the ]>epple of the locality? 

MINISTER in diarge COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle Maharaja Sris Chandra^ Nandy, 
of Kasimbazar) ; (a) Yes. 

(If) The drainage condition of the area will 'imiirove after the Kulti 
Draiitage Outfall Scheme of the (Ylcutta Corporation jis completed. 

( • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the TTorrble Minister aware that 
the opinion of the Engineers Of the Calcutta Corpor’ation is that even 
after the Kulti scheme is completed, ther'e will not be much improve* 
merit? « ■ 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar : 

I have already stated in my reply that the area will improve, but cer- 
tainly t[iq.t would not entirely solve the problem of keeping water out 
of that area. 
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Dr. NALINAK8H/1 8ANYAL: Ilk view of (hat, *may we enquire 
whether there* is any other scheme under cOntei/jjlation of Government 
lo give permanent relief to the affected area^'^ f 

• • * 'O • 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, ef Kasimbazar: 

Sir, I aayself along wifh my hon’ble colleague, Mr. Naiisher Ali, visited 
that area to investigate as to whaf m^y be done to stop recurrence of 
floml. 1 am not now in a.posi^on to state wha^#})s Government j>ro- 
jiose to tJke, but certahTlv we are thinking of looking into fhe question 
in some tletail iiefoVe qoming to h decision. There is a pniposal to 
dig out a small channel and 'thereby connect the Hooded area with the 
river I’iali to Jrifin off the water from the atfected area. We are alsy 
considenng the jiroptisal to put up a bund and isolate tbe resident iat 
area from the arejf Pm which padclv is grown, and pump out the waier 
from there. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: fs llx- non'ble Minister nwar? iliut 
there are certain rrch owners of fisberi(‘s in rtie Itcality wliose interests 
are directly against the interests ol the local inhabitants and who some- 
how or other* ntanage to keef^ water there in their own interests 


The Hofi’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

] am not aware of that. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the llon’ble Minister going 
investigate as to whether certain rich fisherx ownerf^ tiy to induce 
Public Works Department men to prevent clearance of water from the 
locality y * 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8R18 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar! 

I do not know how that question arises out of this. As I have already 
stated, Government would start invest itration into the matter [Kissibly 
the next wdnter. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the llon’ble Ministei' awan* of 
a system prevalent in Holland and Italy which is known as Ponification 
by wdiich such water-logging areas are kept free by taking out such 
water b} an easy system of pumping? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Although I have not had the privilege of visiting Holland and stifdyinv 
the question like my honourable friend, but as I have alrea*dy seated 
in my reply, Government, are contemplating a scheme, on similar line. 
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Babu NAGEWDR^ 'NATH ^EN:^ Will tht Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the area of ‘the tract affected aid the population of that 
tract of land? S 


The Hon’ble Maharaja &RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I understaind the area k 14 square iijiles and the population about 8,000. 


• g ^ • r 

Honorary Surgeons and Physicians in tbe Medical College group of 

Hospitals. .< ’ 

17. Mauivi AFTAB H08AIN JGARDAR: (,ui Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the*l^ublic Health and Loc^il^rSe^f-tjovernment 
DejEartinent be pleased to state — 

\i) th(‘ number of Honorary * Surgeons and Physicians in the 
]\Ie(Hc,d (*(jdlegT grou]) of Ho.'^])itals ; aipl* 

(/V) the number of l)(‘ds attached to eacdi ? 

(h) Ts it a fact that tli(‘re is a ditt'ei’^'nce in the distribution bf beds 
among the Indian Medical Service Ofticers of the Wedical (’ollege and 
the Visiting Surgeons of the Medical (’ollege Hospitals? 

^ (c) If so, what are the reasons? 


The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: 


{a)(i) .. .. .. .. .. 6 

{ii) Honorary Additional Physician . . . . 30 

Honorary Additional Surgeons . . . . 46 

Honorary Surgeon, Ear, Nose and Throat *' . . 12 

Honorary Pliysiciain, Chest department . . • . . 12 

Oiie Honorary Ophthalmic Surgeon . . . . 24 

One Honorary Ophthalmic Surgeon . . . . 12 

(h) Yes. • • 


{cV The ihdian Medical Service Officers belong to Jthe Senior Pro- 
fessorial Staff and they require a larger number of beds owing to the 
fuct that they are the professors of the subjects of instruction and 
are ^rii\c*ipally responsible for the clinical instruction of the students 
in their respectiye subjects. . • 
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Honorary House Sjurgeons in the (Medical 42alege*and Campbell 
• Hospitals. 

18. Maulfi AFTAB HOSAI.N JOARDAr/ Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in ch 9 r<>e TTr the Public Health and Local Self-Government 

Department be pleased to state — • • 

• 

(i) the numl^er of Honorary Houge Surg:eofi.s appointed'durinj? the 
last 5 rears in, the^ (/) Medical Co]^ Hospitals, and (2) 
* Campbell H().‘»pitals;*and • * • 

(tV) *the nulnbg^ oLthem that were non-Hindus? 

The Hon’bVMaulvj SYED NAUSHER%LI: (/) nml (u)— . 

• . * , * Niiml)er Number of * 

• ^ * appoint'‘d. non-Hindus. 

Medical CftJlege^Hc)sj)U/a Is .*.* 145 28 

CampbeH Hospital • . . . . 53 0 * 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Out of the 2tS iy>poinitments shown against 
the number of non-Hindus, how many are Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi SYlO NAUSHER ALI; 1 require qotico. 

i 

Medical College Hospitals. 


19. Mauivi AFTAB H08AIN JOARDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Pulilic Health and Local Self-Gov* riim^nt 
Department be pleased ^to lay on the table a statement showing for 
the last ten years — • 

(i) the number of posts in the Medical College Hospitals held by 
Bengal Medical Service otiicers; 

the number of Bengal Medical Service officers retrenched and 
substituted by officers on contract; 

(til) the number (ff retrenched non-Hindu Bengal Medical Service 

ctficjprs; and • , . . • 

... . *• 

(irj the qualifi(*ations and .special attafnments of e^tch of the 
Bengal Medical Service officers employed as Registrars prior 
to their replacement by officer.sjon contract? 


The Hon’ble Mauivi SYED NAUSHER All: 

(i) 1927 . . 

1928 and 1929 

1930 

1931-35 

1936* 


V*. 24 • 

.. 23 
. . 25 • 

.. *211 
.. 24 
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(it) Three — iVo b||^ six con tract officers and <jne by a Sub- Assistant 
Surgeon. 

(in) Nil. ^ 

, (iv) They had worked satisfactorily as Surgeons or House 

Physicians. 


Reduction of the nember of Judicial offtoers. 

20. Mr; AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minisier 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Deparfjj?en( aware that on 
the introduction of the Union Bench, Union tViuft and IJebt Settlement 
Board the number of both criminal and civil ceses have fallen? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in Mie affirmative,, will the- Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state, whether Governnient propfTke,to reduce the 
nun^ber of judicial officers? * , ^ 

MtNISTER in chvgeof JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART. 
MENT (the Hon’ble Vawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur); (a) 

III there was a marked increase in civil cases. Since the 

introduction of Debt Conciliation Boar(b< there are ifidlcations that 
there may be some decrease, but it is not jlossible at presQrit \o sa^y how 
far the decrease is due to their introduction and ho\y far it is due to 
other factors. 

(/i) Government is alive to the necessity of endeavouring not to 
employe more judicial officers than are neces.sary for the work to be 
done and will watch the situation and take such steps as seem to be 
required . 


Clerks in the offices under the Medical Department. 

21. Mauivi AFTAB H08AIN JOARDAR: Will the . Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to lay on tlie table a statement showing for the 
last ten years the number of clerks appoint'^d permanently and tempo- 
rarily in ev‘ch office un<te;”ihe Medical Department from — 

(?) Hindus; and 
(//) Muhammadans? 

The Hon’bl^ Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: A statement show- 
ing the' numlivf of Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan (including 
Hindu) clerks appointed permanently and temporarily in each office 
under the Medical Department for the last ten years is laid on the table. 
Classification.^ as Hindus and Muhammadans is not observed in the 
records maintained. ‘ 
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Statement referred to in the answer to unstarrm qmstion No. 21 
showing the number^ of clerks •{MuhamrruKlans md non^ Muhammadans) 
appointed in each office under the Medial Department during the 
last ten years ending 1936-37. 
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1, 

CaknttM Ojgices. 

^ 9 ^ 

Siy-geon-Generars^ioe • . . 

1.0 

• 

G 

29 

• 

41f 

2. 

• • 

Medical CullcttM^Houpital 

4 

6 

21 

33 

3, 

• • • . 

Camjjbell Medical Hfljool ^ . 

# • 

I 

2 

4 

• « 

4. 

Campbell Hosjutal 

1 

.1 

4 

t 7 

0. 

Chemical Kxamuifti^ 

1 

• .) 

• • ‘ 


1 

G. 

V^olmitary \'eiiereal Hosjutal 


1 



7. 

• • • 

PreHideiK-y General Honpital ^ . . 

8 

9 

l! • 

1 

8. 

Tropical School 

• 

3 


G 


9. 

Carmichael Hospital 

* ■ 

1 

1 

•• 

iO. 

Albert V ictor Hospital 


i 

•• 

1 

11. 

I’asteur Institute 


1 1 

0 

•9 

12. 

Medical College * . . 


1 

. 23 

82 

1. 

Mujanttal Offices, 

Mental Observation Ward 


• 



2. 

Sambhuiiath Pandit Hospital 


1 



3. 

Mitford Hosjutal 

1 




4. 

Dacca Medical School * . . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5. 

Lytton Medical School 

• 

’• ’ 1 
• { 

• 

• 


a. 

Chittagong Medical School 


1 



7. 

Jaljiaigun Medical School 

1 


1 

3 

8. 

Ronaldshay Menhcal School 

1 

2 

• 

1 

• • 


1. 

Civil Huryeon'e Offices. 

Bakarganj * 

J 


1 

• 

2. 

Bankura 

1 

1 

1 

* 4 

i 

3. 

Biibhum . . . . 

t 



-J ^ 

r 
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* • 

• » 

Number 
of Mu- 
hamma- 
dan 
dlerks 
ajipomted 
permiah- 
ently. 

Numtier 
of ??Jon- 
Muham- 
madan 
cli^&/ 
appointed 
perman- 
• entlj^. 

Number 
of Mu- 
hamma- 
dan 
clerks 
appointed 
temjior- 
arily. 

Number 
of Non- 
Muham- 
madan 
^ clerks 
appomted 
temjxir- 
»arily. 

• 

Civil Surgeon's 

• • • 

4. liogra 

*, c 

. 

• • 

I 

2 ^ 

3 

5. JBurdwan 

.. • 

•• 


4 

• 

^6. Chittagong 


^ ‘ 

• • 

1 

7. Dacca 

« . 

• 

1 

♦ 

. o 

8. Darjeeling • • • • 


• 1 

. • 

4 

9. \)maji>ur 

1 


• 2 
t 

4 

10. cTiittagong Hill Tracts 

‘ .. 



1 

11, Furuipur 5. 


• 

4 

4 

12. Hooglily 

• 



3 

13. llo^\rah 

2« 

c 



• 

14. Jalpaiguri 

1 


• 1 

0 

15. JesHore 




•• 

10. Khulna 

1 

1 


7 

17. Malda 

1 


2 

5 

18. Midnaporo .. .. 

1 

5 


5 

19. Murshidabad . . * 

1 


2 


20. Myraensingli 


1 

1 


21. Kadia 

1 


1 

• 1 

22. Noakhah 


1 

t 

1 

3 

23. l’4bua . . . . 


. 1 

1 

0 

• 

24. Kajshalfi^ . . • 

• 

1 

• 

2 

25. Rangpur 


1 

6 

2 

20. Tipjiera 



1 

1 

27. 24-rargana8 • * . . * 


1 

1 

2 

• / 

28. Seralupore # * 


1 

• 
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DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

^ Adjournment* motion, i 


Mr. SYEQ JALALUDDtN 

ndjournfheift motioJSJi disciis! 
iiiiiwrtance . • • 


HASHEMY: I 

I a definite m»tor 

■ I 


leave to move an 
of iiirreiit publii 


Mr. SPEAKER; May I have i et^yv of your adjoiirnmeVt motion? 
.(A eopy^of the motion was hiyided over to th(^<Sj^'aker') . 


Mr. SPEAK€R!*Mj. Ilasliemy, T pro{>ose to take up and diseiiss . 
tliis matter with the* Iloii’ble the Home Minister, and yuuiself at 
(i-30 i>.m. to-efay to se^ whether it is in order. T propose now to ])ry- 
ceed*with the deiiMd under h he head ‘‘7 — Land Revenue.” 

• 0 * • • 

*• .^ShcS't-notice question. 


Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Ma.v I enquire, Sir, alunit llie 
sliort-notice (|uesti«n of wliicli I have frivAi ii.tiopy 


Mr. SPEAKER: I may .>*ay that it is not the function of the Sjieakei* 
to an|wer* aUout the late of short-notic(‘ (juestions from da\ to day. 
You can always, take it that usual st(‘])h have been taken but I must 
wani you that tlie number ot and the manner in wliicli sliort-notice 
({uestions aie ^iven are such that it has become impossible for this 
de])artment to tackle them. In an\ case, we an* trying to send them 
on to the departments coiu'ermsl, and as soon as a re]>ly is received* it 
is placed on the member’s table. 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR 1937^8. 

•DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

» 

Part II. 

7— Land Revenue. 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi On the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to V^ve that a sum 
of Rs. 36,12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “7 — I^and 
Revenue.” 

The Land Revenue Budget of a Province, the major jxirtidn’ of Vhkh 
is permanentfy-settled, does not lend itself to sensational changes or 
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fluctuations. Tins isimainly due to the fact th^it five-sevenths of the 
area is jKjrmanently-settled br the demand from this area* is based on a 
pettiement which is ih exi8^ence for a large number of years. 

The total land re^nue receipts «' from onw*ards • were as 

follows : — ' 


1933-34 

1934,35 


Rs. 


... 3*21,14,000 
. 3;43,85„D0(7 


1935-36 ... •^3,4»,29,00a 

193G-37 (revised) ^ ...* 3,45,^8,000 

.• 1937-38 j r.. ,3,, 5 1, 85, 000 

* * • 

It will be seen that in t^ie year 1935-30 ijs compaifstl ^with 1933-34 
ther^ was a droj) and then there was a slight ^ise •iw 1935-30 and next 

year w(‘ exjKnd an increase by about Rs. ff,37,000. * 

« , 

The fixed collectio/is mentioned in the Red Book^ are from the i>c*r- 
inanently-settled estatfs about 94,000 in number.* Besides there are 
temporarily-settled estates, settled .for a varying number o|’ years some 
40 years, ^ome 9tl years and som(‘ for shorter jieriods. Collections from 
(rovernment estates, estates leased to faimers and temp# rafily-yt tied 
private estates are made directly by (lovernment. That is the next 
imix)rtant item. 

Collections from these sources generally depend on the ability of 
th^ tenants to i)ay and naturally fluctuate with the price of agricul- 
tural produce. This explains the variations^ under this head from 
1933-34 onwardi?: — 


1933- 34 

1934- 35 

1935- 30 
1930-37 
1937,38 * 


Rs. 

09.70.000 

85.20.000. 

93.48.000 

92.00. 000 
92,7)0,000 


The next imiKutant item of receijds in the budget is survey and 
settlement oj>erations. This year we expect a receijd of Rs. 22,00,000 
as against Rs. 12,00,000, last year and that is because settlement 
opeiations in tlu> districts of Dinajpur, Hooghly and Rangpur are 
drawing* to a ffose and the money advanced by Governyient is going 
to be realised. These settlement o|>erati(>ns as the House may be aware 
ar« geAerally carried on in sections and according to the final publi- 
cation** thb 'realisations are taken up. The survey and settlement costs 
due from landlorc^s and tenants in the district of Hooghly, Rangpur 
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and Dinajpur are Rs. 1-14, 1-8 and 1-9 per acfe, ijespectively. As 
against the esjiniated !and revenue receipt at Rs/ 3,51,85,000, the esti- 
mated expenditure is Rs! 37,70,000 which w^rks o^t the cost of manage- 
ment at 10 -7^ per cent, of the total collection. /This comi>ares very 
favourably with th^ov^rliead chafges and eitaljfcshment cost 6f some^ 
ol the important commercial wancerns in tjte ciE* which vary between 
35-8 a^d 61*3 ix^r ceftt. So, (Tovernment is Ivery careful in their 
ex}>enditure on est^iblishments and Ihe^result is That we hav(» been able 
to keep down the overhead charges to nearly l(i«^er cent. 

The in the,khas mahals cover an area of 5,700 

square miles an5 tke t6tal yumlH'r of estates is about 3,954. The 
management of iiovernment estates falls under collection of revenue, 
outlay on improvmr^^nti^, rates, capital exj>enditure on colonisatioi^ 
etc. ^he* estimat^^ under <‘olIe#tion of revenue is put down at 
Rs. 0,88,000 ^'w4?^ h work§ out to 9 8 i>er j;ent. of the ciment demand 
ot Rs. 70,20,000. **The outhA' on improvements for the benefit of^the 
khas mahal tenants falls iihder different heads, viz., drainage, irriga- 
tion, embankments, tanks and wells lor drinking water, repairs of 
roads and bridges, ‘(dearance of jungles, agrimiltgral imjuovements and 
huts and markets. Then' is a further provision of Rs. 1,50,000 for the 
lemoval of fiii^tut pests in Bakarganj district and it is expected that 
by keeping tjie area wati'r Iree and doing away with insect j)ests, 
(fovernmeiit may^succeed in Imlping an increased yield in this area of 
ovei' 25 p(‘r cent. The capital exiH*nditiire on colonisation is estimated 
at Rs. 1,17,000 as against the revi.sed estimate of Rs. 1,05,000 of pre- 
vious yeai*. In the amount provided is included a sum of Rs. 02,000 for 
agricultural inqirovements and Rs. 12,000 for sanitary improvements, 
the work of colonisation* to which these estimates relate being in the 
Ihikerganj and 24-Farganas, Sunderbans and the Chakaria forests in 
the district of Chittagong. The coloni.satioi? in the Sunderbans is 
made on the ryotari basis, that is, with the actual cultivators. Up to 
the eud of 1936-37 an area of 102 sijuare miles had been cleared and 
improveftient at a cost of over Rs. 20,00,000 made. A larger iiuml>er 
of embankments and sluice gates liave been provided, sweet -water tanks 
liave been excavated hilts, markets, schools and disjiensaries have been 
juovided at suitable places at (iovernment <ijL|)en8i*. TlV^re aie dt pre- 
sent 97 schools with over 2,084 students, lif the colonisation area: of 
Baderkhali-Ghona in Cliakaria forests in Chittagong, a number of 
improvements on a co-oj^erative basis was introduced for settlement 
with the landless labour class. The area was divided into three blocks 
ot which the first two blodks have been cximfiletely ifuproved and the 
third is in hand. It may be intere.sting to note thatVyer 10(1 bigffas 
of land in the*24-Rarganas were settled with hhuJralok agriculturists 
and five young men of hhulralok class were given lands from* kba.s 
mahals in Faridpur district. In Chittagong, over 76 acres ofJaiYl has 
been settled ijith a graduate bhadralok detenu for cultivation by him, 
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and in Malda 18Q biglas of land has-been settled with a Muhammadan 

graduate on coudition\tL*at Jie w^mld farm the lind him§elf. 

• • 

The next imix)rtjit item of expenditure is siiiwey and settlement 
opeialions. There wlL a provision fc)f about R#. J»9,000*far revisional 
Settlement in the district of Faridpur, bu^t as Government have not \et 
ai'rived at a final decisliu on the qifestion ot slanting revisional^ sett le- 
nient after^a period ot i!() or 27 yeai;s, Government decided to drop the 
proposed operation. The only (flstrfct where they propose to take up 
re visional s^ttlement^TlTfs year iji the** flistrict* /)f Midna[)ore* and the 
main reason why Government jiropoi^ to do so is ^lat >yhen sgittlement 
ojjerations were carried on in this distrmt, if was done without the 
system of Gujava or field* to held survey, and the re^^ili was that the 
ij^cords were not so aciairate as in those ar^as wlTereJJie survey was done 
under the Gujava system. The land«revenue revit^i^nal settlement in 
the dlstrii't of Midnaiiore cc^vering about (iOO, square shows that 

thei^ was a great inclination on the partf of^the tenants in this area 
to bring about a settlement of a large number of land disputes and Gov- 
cinment thought that a revisional Settlement in the disirict would give 
further opportunities Vi owners of landed interests in the perma- 
nently-settled areas to bring about a settlement of land disputes in that 
urea too. The total demand tor major oi>^'ation8 of survey and settle- 
ment is Rs. 14,08,000 and minor settlement operations, ^3, 28, 000. In 
a (jiiestion put in this House it was alleged that the, rate of enhance- 
nient following settlement operations was very high. For the infor- 
mation of the House T may just mention that in the case of raiyatari 
rents, the rate of enhancement was one anna and 11 pies in the ruiiee 
an^l in the case ot tenure rents 5 annas 10 pics in the riq>ee. So the 
rate cannot be considered to be very high. T\i this connection I may 
further obser\6 that Government have come to a decision with regard 
to the c'ases that had h^en already disjx)sed of and cases which are in 
connection with tenants of estates under the Court of Wards where a 
decision has already been given. Government will review those cases 
and the Court of Wards as landlord will try to give relief to thd tenants 
hr reducing the rate of enhancement from what has been decreed in 
cases under section 105. Tlie cost of survey ami settlement operations 
worke'd out iii/HHO nt 11^, 1-11-8 yet • acre and inspit a of an increase 
in the costVf living and Increase in the i)ay of staff the cost at present 
works out at Re. 1-15 per acre so Government have tried to keep down 
the cost as much as ]X)ssible. liund improvement loan to the extent 
of Rs. 1,80,000 was advanced last year in the district of 24-Parganas, 
Burdwan, Bankifta and Hooghly and this amount was mostly spent in 
excavating re-excavating irrigation bunds and canals and in 

sinking tul)e Avells or irrigating paddy fields. * 

Tl»e ijfitri cultural loan to the extent of Rs. 37,00,000 was distributed 
in the year 1936-37 to the owners and occupiers of arabl^ lands for the 
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relief of distress. It may be interesting to notp ^at during the famine 
relief operetiocs in 1^6 aad 1937, 33 bu^ds \4re re-excavated, 192 
miles of road were improved and 103 miles t)f ro^ were reinetalled in 
the district of Bankui'a wliereas 102^ tanks and hve/iotective bunds weie 
re-excavated by^ arrangeinent with* the owners Ad 2t)(S miles of roiub 
leconstructed and lepaired in* ‘the. district of feirbhum. Works of 
famine belief in the district of Ilooghly conjisting of rej)airs ami 
]iiiprovemont to 7#^ miles of kuclui r®ad and re-excavation of a tank 
k: the Sirdar subdivision. • Sipiilarly,’ 64 old tgn-lW were re-exca^ated, 
26 roads were rejxiired aifd 88 miles ot road were reconstnfete<l in the 
distiict of MurShid|ft)a(k Similarly, famine works were done in the 
district of 24-f arganais, Bur*dwan, dessore and Nadia. 

• ^ ^ • • 

1 ?nay niention^iii this conn«ction that (Tovernment have decdded 

to introduce a^Wl to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act in this Session 
of the Assembly. ‘Jihe BUI pi'ovides for coniplete aholition of landlords 
transfer-fee, his ijght of piti-emption, abolition of sec tion ir)8A ot the 
Bengal Tenancy Act and proposes *to offer facilities for mutatlTm of 
holdings under sec^on 188. There is a pr#visi^Ti against the realisa- 
tion of abwabs and also to prevent, realisation of rents for lands under 
dilluvion imflet section 186 A. Thes*e are th(‘ general outlines of the 
Bill besides j^everal other tlfings. There is also a proposal 'to confer 
occupancN -rights ^on the und^r-raiyats. (io\erum(Mjt also jnopose to 
suspend enhancement of rents till the (’ommission which th(‘y propose 
to apiioint submit their rejiort. This Bill is meant for nunoving some 
of the urgent grievances of the tenants. With regard to the wider 
question, viz., a complete change in the land-tenure sysimn oi the pfo- 
vince and to enquire inte the working of the iKumanent settlement, it 
is the idea of (xovernmcnt to apjMiiflt an impartial and inde]>endent 
committee or commissions of enquiry consistirfg of experts, landlords’ 
representatives, tenants’ rei>resentati ves and persons of high judi<a’al 
exjierience. Sir, the Commi.ssion is expected to go into the question 
of the \vt)rking of tlie IVmanent Settlement, its effect on the economics 
of the province, on the social structure of the province, and on the 
financial position of (jAveriiment. If it is decided to abolish the I’er- 
manent Settlenient and see wheth«‘ it is ii^jssihlo hnanlrially and poli- 
tically to make a }^tate pureh^ise of the highei* interest in lajfd and if it 
is decided to do away with the zemindari sxsteni what s\stem can he 
substituted in its place. These are the general outlines of the Terms 
of Reference which Government projxjse to suggest for the proposed 
Commission of Enquiry and theie is a demaifd of Rs! •50 thousand in 
the Miscellaneous Budget and probably in that conn^cfion there \^1I 
be a discussioif when I may have an opiK>rtunity of placing fuller facts 
before the House for its consideration. This is generally the schpme of 
this Commission and the Government proposal. With these fe^w yords. 
Sir, I beg to lypove the motion which stands in my name. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: ks Mr. Tamkuddin Khan is not present I think it 
will be only fair if I 0^11 the nei?t member in thrft group, ^Maulvi Abdul 
Bari to move his resojutiouj which also covers Nos. 171, 183 and 185, 


Mauivi ABDUL BkiRtf Sir, 1' beg to mov/? that the demand of 
Its. 30,12,000 under tlife head Land Revenue be reduced by Rs.^LOO. 

t ' * 

Sir, before sul)?iTit»,a few Words 'in#.suppo]ft of my motio;i for the 
reducLon ot the demand made by thp Hon^bld the Revenue Minister by 
Rs. 100 I owe ii to myself, to my constituency and to my friends on 
this ijide of the House — apd I believe to all my fliends—to offer a word 
(tt ooDgratuiaiioD to the Hon'ble the Rey,enue*Mipijjter on the historic 
announcement that he has made to-day on the floor the House.* Sir, 
that announcement will be a landmark on the po8itic4»«Df the tenantry 
of Bengal. It is well-known 'that for yeais past tki^* tenants of Bengal 
were groaning under the burden of the hi\< of pre-eiuptiou, the law of 
transier fee and all those things which were thrust on the unwilling 
heads of the tenantry'', of Bengal by (lovernment iv'1928 in an unholy 
alliance whicli was made by the Zemindars with ilie Congress group and 
therefore after the announcement'! tliink^t will not life fn the mouth 
not only \)f myself, nor in the mouth of' my friends of^the Krishak- 
Praja Party nor even the Congress to say that the Bengal Government 
is not going to do anything to relieve the distress and to better the 
conditions of the people of Bengal. I am sure that the announcement 
which has been made on the floor of this House by the Hon’ble Revenue 
Minister is an announcement w'hich can hardly be competed with by 
any other provjnce in the whole of India — be it Congress province or 
any other. 

Sir, in regard to the motion that 1 have tabled to-day befoie the 
House I only beg to say that so far as the settlement operations are 
concerned 1 would only draw the attention of the Hon’ble -Revenue 
Minister to the state of things which prevails in the districts of Bengal 
as a result of the settlement operations that ai'fe going on in different 
districts. Thw puhlie do ijot know*, as to why these settlement opera- 
tions haveMiccn thrust upon them the ways and policy of the Govern- 
ment also seem to he inscrutable in this matter. The settlement opera- 
tions are not required, are not demanded or desired by the people of 
Bengal, neither do I understand if the Zemindars also do require it. 
Still it is thrust upon thdm for w^hat benefit it is for the Government to 
juTrge. • But I sdbmit. Sir, that when it is not the demand of the people, 
it is not the demand of the Zemindars, what necessity is there for 
Government to introduce these settlement operations at a time when the 
people of Bengal are not getting even two morsels of food to eat and are 
not getting raiment to clothe their children. 
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Sir, 80 far as the settlement operations are ,c(^cem«d, they involve 
a heavy cost which is a drain iit)t only upon ihe^purse of the Govern- 
ment itself bnt also upon the money of the t%nant« themselves, because 
the tenants have ^ot to pay the cost of the setilen^nt operations as we 
know wh'en 'the district ’settlement 'operations areftaken up the tenants* 
are made to pay one-third of *lhe tptal cost that was incurred by the 
Government in that behalf. Sir, we can underltand that the Govern- 
ment may have sdine reasons in idtroilucing these district settlement 
operations because^ tliey may that un less ^st^! lenient records are 
prepared it will not b^ p?)ssible to delnarcate their lands firoperly, it 
will not Ife possible Government to adjust the conditions prevailing 
between the tenants ami the fjoveriiment. Therefore it may be argued 
by Governnaent that distjrict settlement operations are a necessity but so 
long «8 the district *settleme!it pperatioiVs were required that mighf 
have been a 'nesv^iisi^ys but where is the necessity for tlie revisional 
settlement, wfiere the necessity for thfi * maintenance of seiilement 

operations, wh^re^is the ffeeessity for the major and minor operations 
that are going on in the districts of Dinajpur and Uangpur and, af just 
now said by the Hcurble Revenue Minister, uiliicl^?ire going to be taken 
up soon in the district of Midnapore. Therefore 1 say that the action 
taken by Goveinment in intrsducing Ihe settlement (tperations in those 
districts ia not at all warranted and that the Government is* actually 
inakinj: the people to swallow* a bitter pill which they are reluctant 
to swallow. Moreover, Sir, I would submit, that those who live in 
mofussil know very well that the settlement operations cause too much 
harassment to the people. There are several stages involved and the 
troops of Amins — they are just like niililary troops who are forced to 
be fed and maintained by. the people of the district through whiidi they 
pass — these Amins also are sometimt^ to he fed by the i)eople of the 
viliage in wliicli they choose to remain. I iifay also tell the House 
that tlieii activities are also sometimes (juestionahle because they have 
got to live at the house of a particular man and naturally their leanings 
will be k)waids that particular man, his relatives and his neighbours 
and thereby corruption is also introduoe<l in the system. 

f 

Sir, I would further submit that there are several stages of Jiettle- 
ment operations* Once they are unTlertaken’Hjey may taae jven f) to 7 
years to complete and one can* easily imagine liow much people have got 
to spend in looking after these operations, for unless they are watchful 
they may find all their rights and privileges which existed in the land 
have gone over to some others and to recover \vhich th^y might have to 
get into a series of litigation. T'or the.se reasons alw I submit that 
settlement opemtions in districts are not at all required. 

Sir, the Hoq’ble Revenue Minister has said that certain kind of 
settlement operation is going on in the district of Murshid^b^^tbi 
the district of Murshidabad settlement operations were completed hi 

10 * ’ 
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the year 1922, hut w« hear again that these operation are going on in 
that district and in xhe thanas of Raninagar/'Domkal, and Jalangi. 
It is also reported i^nt wl^n the people who are surveying these lands 
are questioned as to the reason why they have come, they maintain 
a stoic silence over t ie matter. AVe expect that'^^a stateilient will be 
made by the Hon’ble \jtevenue Minister as to why these operations are 
going on, as to wlio th se people are and why they do not tell th^ people 
whose lands are being surveyed. ' ddien again, Sic, there is another 
thing which I wantvvj j^^ell the House,, ipimely, that^the result of these 
operations involve the people in serious litigations that crop up as a 
result of proceedings under section 105 and section 106 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. It is well-known to the members of this House that 
jvhenever a settlement operation is undertaken jnvariably the Zemindars 
institute cases under section 105 for enhancemenf**bf rent thereof and 
in fact there is no case in which some sort of enhanc^i^f^it is not granted 
to the Zemindars. 1 would submit, Sir, Ijiat the t^eLant.«( of Bengal are 
already ra(;k-ren(ed and they cannot any hmger hear the burden of the 
lieavy rent with wdiicli they liave lieen assessed, ami after all these if the 
enhancement goes oi.^evejry 15 years it will be impossible for the 
tenantry of Bengal to live long and to maintain their existence. I 
would also submit that the result of taking of proceedings under section 
105 does not end there but it goes on appeal to the District Judge’s 
(burt and it goes up to the Hon’ble High (Vnirt as is knowur to the 
members of the Ilnn’ble High (’ourt wlio are also sitting here 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I know, Sir, who are the 
members of the Hf)n’])]e High (’ourtl^ 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose, the leader of the 
Congress Group, is a Counsel who belongs to the High Court and who 
practises in the High Court. 1 know tliere is a ruling of the late 
Sir Ashutosli Mukherji in wbicdi Advocates, Pleaders and Counsel have 
been classed as meTnl)ers of the Government. 

Mr. 8PE/\*<ER:. Mr. Bari, I hope you aie not confusing between 
officers of^Court and officers of Government. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Then, Sir, the Hon’hle Revenue Minister 
referred to tlie settlement operations that are going on in the district of 
Midnapore. So far as trie district of Midnapore is concerned, of course 
w‘e are not aware what is going on there, hut just before we were enter- 
ing the Chamber a leaflet was being distributed to the 'members of the 
Legislature and from a perusal of that leaflet we find that protests have 
beeiymode by the people of Midnapore against the settlement operations 
in that district. 
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In that leaflet we find that district settlement .operations were taken 
up in the district of Midiiapore*in the year 191{f and now Government 
propose to continue retdsional settlement inperaiions in that district 
which commenced from the year 1933. In that IfAflet we also find that 
in the present hud^^et* Govern niertt have also ]/ovided for a sum o4 
Rs. 2,10,000 to* carry on the* settlement uperawons in the district of 
Midnaftpre. Now whe*n a protest has been made|)y the people of Bengal 
and the zemindart-^of Midiiapore d(j nrj, want the settlement*operation, 
what is the necessity to incur sych ’ a, heavy cjmH of Rs. 2,10,000 in 
getting fhe revisionalVsettlemenl done there which is* not •required at 
Midnapofe. TlrerefTfre pn that ground too I would submit that, just 
as a measure of disapproval of the action of (lovernment in taking up 
the settlement* operations, the demand made* by the iloirble Revenue 
Minister }*e reduceo f)v Rs. Itft). • * 

• m 

Mr. ABDOLLAnAL-IVfAHMOOD: Sirf while supporting the motion 
of Mr. Abdul Bai^, I do not like to indict a long speech on the House, 
but would say a few words about the pernicious method of the .Settle- 
ment operations. •^\"e know that argunientu ai^* often advanced that 
settlements opera tioTis are undertaken for the purpose of providing tlie 
tenantry of Bengal with some documents in regard to lands they possess. 
Hitherto, iliese tenants it is^uggested, had no documents f)f their own 
except that tliey had to depeiiTI upon the chita and paitlias of the land- 
lords, but we see that these documents which the Government ])iopo8e 
to give to the tenants are of n(> help ami arc practically useless. Fiom 
the very beginning when the settlement ojierations are undertaken u sort 
of questionable affair goes on from top to bottom. We see froi.i sAj- 
tions 101 to 100 of the Bengal OVnaiicv Act that at e\^ery stage there 
are difficulties and there are various Va^s by wbicli the money of the 
poor tenants are drained. • 

Next, Sir, I beg to .submit that at the final stage of set lleimuits, that 
is to siiy, uhen the record of rigfiK are prcfmred a sort of abuse is practi- 
cally practised in its preparation. As a result of this, innumerable 
suits crop up and these are filed in the civil courts. It is found that tlie 
tenants sometimes fight amongst themselves and th^se docuiyents, 
namely, the chitas and paithas, arA again ciiiled for in ordy' to prove 
their respective claims. So I 'say that these operations cause’a flrainage 
of the resources of the Government as well as of the tenants. But only 
they may prove some advantage to the landlords, as immense power is 
vested under lOd of the Bengal Tenancy Act^ With these words I 
support the motion of Mr. Abdul Bari. %* 

• 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: While I wholeheartedly siippo^. 
Mr. Abdul Bari as regards the nature of the operations which aj^ ciyried 
on when settlement is undertaken in a district, I beg to disagree with 
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bim as re^^ards of tliese operations. I ha^ve heard it always said 

that the fiually published rerord of ri^^hts is assort of Mdgna Charta to 
the poor tenants in ifhis country of ours. There was formerly no law 
of registration and Vrants f»f land were frequently made without any 
' written documents; tF^e tenants did not possess any docyments *hy which 
they could assert theij rights to any tract of la^nd. The salutary pro- 
visions of,Cliaj)tpr X the Bengal Tenancy Act have to a lar^ extent 
removed that difficulty. T agret- wrth Mr. Bari whefi he says that after 
the settlement qpera1io«;s had been cjtnved On pnd the record g;-of-rights 
are finally published, there crop up. a large inimber of litigations under 
105 and lOO but that is not due to the seftlenifnt operations but that is 
due to the existence of se/Oions 105 aud 100 on the statute book. There 
•is already a proposal for the abolition of .the ri^ht^f lands for enhance- 
ment of rent ; and if that is effect e<l there can jiossibly be nb .objection 
to the inauguration of the settlement operations uiwiRr Chapter X in 
ar^as where they were never undertaken? From 'PiV experience I can 
say that the system of land tenure is verV intricate in the district of 
Bakarganj. After tlie final j)ubfication of the settlement records-of- 
rights in that distruV aifrl >ome time after in ,V.)07 or thereabouts, 
fllthough there cropped up .i large number of suits under se(;tioT!S 105 
and 100, ullimat(‘ly it was foinid that 'the settlemefit 'records w^ere 
looked upon as a settler of all disputes between the Jandloi’ds and 
tenants. After tlie final publication of" the settlement records four or 
five munsiffs’ courts were withdrawn from the district of Bakarganj as 
there was no necessity any longer of these courts. 

Sir, I wholeheartedly agree with Mr. Abdul Bari when he desciibed 
the cost of the settlement operation. Tt is well-known that in every 
district the estimates for the realisation of the settlement costs from the 
tenants and various grades of larnllords are often overdrawn and in every 
district there always remain a surplus at least of 35 })er cent, after all 
the expenses have been met. Government have not yet said wfiat they 
do with that sur]dus. Tn the leaflet 1 have got, as regards Midnapore 
it is stated that in 19(l7 and IhlS-lJ) the cost of the settlemeni was 
eluuged at lO.l annas per acre as against Be. 1-15 AAdiich had been 
charged for mias mahal tenants. In that matter an ex])lanation is due 
from the^JToh’ble Bevenvie ^finist’er as to why was i't that in 1917-18 
the cost a'mounted to lO.^. annas ])er aerd and Avhy all of a sudden in 
recent years the cost has trebled to Be. 1-15. In this connection the 
Hon’ble Bevenue Minister will be pleased to give us an explanation as 
to why after an experience of the settlement operations in a large 
juimln'r of dist/:icts ('xtemling ovt‘r a (piarter of a century the estimates 
are still very high. As regards the realisation, he should state whether 
there should not be any standard for reducing the ultimate expenses 
‘involved in these cases. Then, as regards the inclination of the amins 
and gu'zarah officers towards those persons in whose houses they live is a 
matter which can be rectified and remedied after proper enquiry. 
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Mr. Abdul Bari seems to think that jhe settlenjent operations are noi 
beneficial to Uie interests of th^ tenants, but I tlnnk he would be better 
informed if he studied the history of the letilenient operations in all 
districts in wticli they had been previously under/akeii. From my own 
experiedce *of Khulna * and the* neighbouring/ districts of Jessore^ 
Bakarganj and Faridpur 1 cafl Very well say tbit the settlement opera* 
tions liRve been of incalculable value to the tenlntr>. They now kiio^ 
what lands they jPossess and their ,owi# title and rights to the pieces of 
.land whk'h they hpld. So Mr^ Abdul Bari can^lo^say that these settle* 
ment operations shoulll be done awa>^ with. The question is whether 
the actudl cost bf tM operations cannot be reduced, whether of the cost 
of realisation a^s regards the ju'oportion of the^tenants and several grades 
of landlords cannot be>revised and the tenants' portion should not 
less tdian^^diat it is charged *l)y Jhe Bevenue Department. 'I'hat is a 
matter which is to em[uiry. Then, the further (jiiestion remains 

as to whethei^ the?e^^s a p*rov^sion for en htjfl cement (d reduction of rent, 
whether recourses to sec^iftns lOo and lOb are cheaper, speedier *and 
more economical than the cost of litigation in the civil courts, in inspect 
of cases arising xuuler those sections, bothtthe^lenants and the land- 
lords have the right of appeal to the district courts and of taking these 
appeals before* the lion 'hie High FoiTrt. Therefor(‘ the apjireliension of 
Mr. AbduJ Bari as regards tJie undue advantage to the landMrd or the 
disadtantage to the tenunfry vanishes. So, whik I agree with 
Mr. Abdul Bari that the cost of the settlement o])erntions should be 
reduced, 1 think that there should be a better })rovision for the housing 
of settlement amins in order that they may not be influenced by the 
persons in whose houses they live and 1 think that these matters should 
be investigated. I cannot, however, agree with Mr. Bari that these 
settlement operations are not wante(? cither b\ tlie landlords or by the 
tenants. • 

At this stage tlie Assembl\ was adjourned for Id minutes. 

{After ndjovruvient.) 


Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE; Mr. Speaker' Sir, we on t^iis side of 
the House also are not in favour of settlement operations which (gov- 
ernment has under contemj)lation. Mr. Abdul Bari has shown beyond 
doubt that it is not only not e.ssential from the point of view of the 
tenants or from the point of view of the landlord-s, it is^Tso not essentml 
from the i)oint of view of (iovernment, and, therefore, it is {ilbsolutelv 
unnecessary. ^Though I thank Mr. Abdul Bari for bringing in such a 
motion, yet I must say that whatever his views might Ibe on tbe suj>- 
ject, his is a cry in the wilderness, and he will soon be disilkwioiied to 
know that th# Government is not going to accept our suggestions ia 
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this matter. It 'is sa^I, 'Sir, th«t the ,preparati»n of record-of-nghts, 
as a result of settlement operations, is a beneficial measure for the 
tenants at large. Ifithat is really the view of Government, we would 
have lent our su])])ortuo the projiosa] had it not bujdenefl tjie jtenantry 
at large with the hu^ expenditure that it involves. .The settlement 
ojierations involve huA ex'penditure, whiidi ultimately falls on the 
shoulders of the teuaijry at large. These operations liave mfmerous 
stages, and in eacli stage the euftiyating tenant is ha*rassed beyond any 
reason in every , inatTeix In the ini'tial stage //w/w.? like hordes of* 
locusts prey upon the cultivators. They make the , acquaintance of the 
cultivators in th(‘ fields, and for tins jiurpose ttiey give notice in their 
own peculiar way. They /lo not (aire whether the' notif!es. actually reach 
Mie tenants or not. They are only concerped \\’'jthjlp" fact whether the 
tenants ])res(*nt themselves at the tinitt of the o])eratjons. The. tenants 
ar(‘ illiterate; they do not keiqi any infoiinati(m on wW>tc ^airticular day 
their land is going to be surveted b\ t her general notice is 
only given in some cons|)icuous ])lac(‘ — peVlfaps in | lie * offices of the 
District Officer, or the Subiii visicmal Ofbc('r, or- in the office of the 
l*resi(len1 of the lli^ipn Voard, or at the lhana ^(^ffiee. From these 
noti(n‘s, of course, W(‘ eaimot (‘X])(‘et that our cult ivalors. ignorant as 
iln^y are, would go to these offie.es'and kraqi infor-mationc a*, to on what 
jraiiiciilai day the anun.s leipiire tlumi. til soim'tirm's happens, Sir, 
that although the tenants are thei-e on thV fixed date, tin* (unnis fio not 
measurf' their land on that da\ and t]i(‘v eomt‘ aw a\ ^ withfint knowing- 
on wirat parlieiilar da\ their land will be measured, and they do not 
gel any notice for the second time. In this way th(‘ tenants are harassed 
and for (Uicli day of non-attmrdanct' the tenants are ]>enalised. They 
have* to go a long distance to tln‘ Jmlin to sho\v i-eason why they could 
not })resent tliAnsidves ou a particubn- date, and even if tliey show 
reasonable causi* for tlnvr absence >till they <annot avoid the irenalt}", 
HO that wdom these operations go on much injustice is done to the tenants. 
Th(» (imins gemo-ally taki' slielter in the Ironses of influential men in the 
villages and at the iirstanee of these inflirential ])(‘ople they, perform 
their woi-k. Tliio-rd'ore, whoever can satisfy these ainiiis jrrivately and 
can fill their* j>oekt‘ts he alone can expect to get justice at tlieir hands; 
oilierv'isfi not. <. Then, again, evmi after these operations are finished, 
nrueh lltigiirlion erisrres. Tbev liave to appear Indore the Settlement 
Offi (•(M’S sections 10-0, lOfl, etc., and they have to attend those 

offices whii'h are generallv situated at a great distance from tbeir homes, 
and at great expense. Now, Sir, in view of tliis acute distress pievail- 
ing in the country, is it, desii*able on the part of Government to go on 
w-jth tlresr' o/)era«.‘ ions ^ Whether- it is projier of GoA^erument to look to 
the Avelfar‘(' of tire tenants and to see, as a matter of facf, whether they 
are getting tm well, or whether it is the business of Government to carry 
on o])6rations no matter whether the tenants can afford to pay the cost 
of llin set'i lenient operations — this is the question, Sir, that I ask. As 
regards the ((uestion of recoA’ery of eost, the Hon’Ihle Minister has given 
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us hope that the tenants will ^et siiffit^ent time that; hut, Sir, our 
experience is that they do not g^t sufficient time. ^ At present the culti- 
vators are in a very bad predicament ; they have aot j,^ot even a pice to 
spend. They are not in a position to do that. I*! view of these facts, 
that the ’tenants^ in their millions are starvinj^, Ijthink, Sir, the settle-* 
ment operations might wait widiOut ^iny detr*imeu* to any of the interests 
concerned. My friend* Mr.' Abdul Bari has showji that these settlement 
operations are uni»ec*essary. Even;if however Government think that 
it is at all necessary, then, of (iourse, it can wnit till the return of 
normal times. After Wie« muchUalked-of amendment* of Ihe Bengal 
Tenancy Act has IheiViimi a law aiuf after the new Act has improved the 
J)ro•^j)ects of tlie cutlivaliiig “tenants, let tlieni undertake these opera- 
tions then aiuf not tiH then. So, my suBmission is tlmt neitlier 
rev ^iiijial «settleine1it? nor any kind of settlement wliatsoevei' is thff 
thing that is wan now. All fliese things slmuld be ]mt off till the 
cultivators ar# placed in m better conditi(«i. With these few words, 
Sir, I give my wholeheant^f 8up])ort to the motion of Maulvi Abdul 
Bari. * 


Dr. GOei|IDA CHANpRA BHAWMIK: Sir, our Revenue 
Mini.ster has demanded Rs.^ 2,10,000 for revisional setllem/mts this 
year ki Midftajjore. (Toverniwent has already c(mnnenced settlement 
operations in tlie«l{lias mabals along with Bahali and Nispy land. In 
1933, this work had been finished ami ree.overies had been realised, 
and jteople have ])aid their demands in spite of heavy odds. As you 
know, Sir, Midnajjore i" a very big jiaddy district, and year before 
last, owing to scarcity and failure of cr’ojis, in many portions of tlie 
district — par-ticularly in Sutaliata — relief operations were necessary. 
From Calcutta the Mai’wari Relief Society commenced relief o])erations 
and ( rovenimenl also gave a loan of R.s. ()0,(100; tliis loa.n }»as how- 
ever been realised this year. S(> that people have made full p.ayments 
for settlement operations in kbas mabal lari,ds. After this repayment 
of the loan and the settlement dues they find themselves in a straitened 
condition, which is daily going from bad to worse. They (‘aimot get 
even two meals a day. They are in a most pitiable plight, for they 
cannot get theit loans for the estJtblisbmeiKt of ^Jie ]Bd)t Settlement 
Boards. In 1917-18 there w^re settlement oj)erations in Miclnapore in 
which we find that })er acre the expenditure realised from the parties 
was annas lO-h pies whereus this year Government realised as much as 
Rs. 1-15 per acre. So, there is a big diff’eren(!e. in spite of the fact that 
at that time, viz., in 1917-18, paddy was sola at a rqrtch higher rate 
than it is now. But now the cultivators are hound to pay a 'greater 
cost even wit]i*the ])rices of paddy being so much reduced. From the 
beginning of 1930 up to this time, there has been no recovery fr»m 
general economic depression. People are not able to maintain Jhem- 
aelves. They cannot get even two meals a day; they cannot make their 
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both ends meet.* Suali .is their , condition, Sir. ^People of the district 
do not want any kinrr of settlement opferations whatsoever — neither the 
cnitivators, nor the tandhd-ds. And nobody likes it, but still Govern- 
ment is f^-oiiif? to thmsl it upon them. We, on behalf •of these culti- 
rvators, hep^ that thisVourse should 'not he taken. There is already a 
record-of-rig*hts whieh has been corfected at ^reat cost, and there is no 
reason why it shouldlhe corrected aj^ain this year. Everybady con- 
cerned knows, Rir, what settlenjent, operations meai. Peojde have to 
pay heavily for them.^ Mr. Abdul. Bari has given a verj grajdiic 
description' of these settlement 'operations, dt ‘'cannot be denied that 
the amins realise money in various ways, aiyl by putting 'peojde to 
various sorts of harassment. Even after' the dves have Iheen paid by 
Jhe tenants, they get involved in litigation. Such is their fate! After 
ti long struggle people have come to tlie* normal T;ohdition ; #a). wliat is 
the necessity of n fresh revisional survey ^ I appfdl^to this House in 
the name of the f)eople whr .are most distressed to j^eni(*mher that the 
tenrants and the cultivators do not at all rv(}4iire any settlement ojiera- 
tions,, 1 hope, therefore, that the Hon’lble Minister will lie pleased 
to omit this item fro^n his budget so that the amount can be utilized 
better jiurjioses withofit giving trouble to the people. Otherwise, this 
will prov(' to b(‘ anotlier oppression. We are already , sulbjcfhed to 
various s/)rts ot opju’ession in our district. We know what Government 
is and what. Government wants. If ,(jovernment wants re\asional 
operations after 19d7, I hope that it won’t follow the old methods. 

As regards the practical value of these operations, T might say that 
had there not been any s^dthmumt whatever in 1917, i.e., 20 years 
Ixd'ore, \\i' would lur. e no (d)jectioii now. So, we do not want any 
furthei' s(‘t t lemeiit o))(M'ations now. h’urther, if there be settlement 
operations carried on in spite of the peo])le's jjrotest, what will be the 
effect Some ztmiiudars will take advantage of see.tion 105 in spite 
of the prevailing economic depression. They will try to realise more 
rents under the Bengal Tenancy Act in the ease of sthithihau or 
occupancy raiyats. Therefore, T pray that if there be any revision of 
the Bengal Tenancy Act in the near future, if there is any such demand 
on the part of the peojile, then (bivernment may press the matter again, 
i.e., when the ])eo])le’s condition may have improved. So, I hope the 
Hon’ble Minis'.er Avill not^Girust tlris engine of oppressrion on us, as we 
hope this Vill prove to Ihe in our present state. And I hope that the 
Hon’hle Minister w'ill give us an assurance that he will he good enough 
to omit this revisional operation from his programme. 

With these^ few words, Sir, I support the motion of my honourable 
friend Mauivi Abdul Bari. 

, Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: I entirely agree with my friend from 
Midijtape^e with regard to his remarks about revisional settlement 
there. I believe while Mr. Sen was arguing in favour, of settlement 
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he had in his mind the district settlement opemtions. We feel that 
there is no necessity of revisioftal settlement. We do not want revi- 
sional settlement. It is a tiling of luxtii^' at •the present moment. 
Bengal cannot afford to have it when Bengal n*eds more money for 
many ofhef things such as jirin^ary education and money for thei 
beneficiary depa’rtments. As fire district settlement oiieraiions are over 
in Benfal and in every district the record of rights is complete, there 
is no use going for a revisional settle^ient. Tenants will have to pay 
87^ j>er cent, of the total /-ost wi*th interest. If we stoj) tlie revisional 
settlement in Midnapiftre ihat wfll me«T) curtitflmeiit M' thf settlement 
staff to a* very grcaf'extj^nt. AV(‘ have ever\ sympathy with those who 
may Ibe thrown out of. empliTyment, but our sympathy for the ieiiant.s 
should be greater, and we must stop this rAusional settlement which 
is soiflelhing like 'a iuxurv. il think this will also save the cost uif 
maintaining, the oftice ot the Director of liand Ilecords. We jirojiose 
therefore that»no\^ that the re(‘ord-()f-riglwt«is complete in every district 
there should he no l^evisioiii^l settlement. The mon(‘y that will Ibe ^lus 
saved can be utilfsed in other uays. 

. .* 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR ROY: Tlit> statement made by 
the Hon’ble* Itevenm* Minister regafding the j)ro[)os(‘d amendment of 
the BengaJ Tenancy Act whk h wants to abolish the mhum oil transfer 
undoiftitedly strikes a staggeTIng blow to the inherent right of the 
landlords to the ownership (»f land. 1 could never think that a respon- 
sible Government would so lightly deal with a serious matter like this. 
And the pity of the thing is that a rej)resentative of the landed 
interests should have been a j)arty to it. This decision has bwn 
evidently forced by the .Moslem <;oalition (cries of “no,” “no”) and 
though I congratulate the (loalition-* — * 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, in this motion are we dis- 
cussing the general demand or the amendment P 


Mr. SPEAKER: .Ak a matter of fact when an amendment is moved 
not only the ayiendment is under ^discussion but, the general demand 
can also be touched upon in^that connection.. Mr. Abdul Bari is just 
as entitled to congratulate the IJoirble Minister on his action as Kumar 
Shib Shekliareswar Roy to condemn him. 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR ROV: Sir, I I con- 

gratulate the coalition on its dictatorial control over the Ministry, I 
cannot but view with horror and di.smay at the trend of things in 
Bengal. The majority community is riding roughshod over tbe«rigl^ts 
of minorities. What strikes me as extraordinary is that tb# aMijiistry 
consulted only the Moslem coalitionists (Question) and ignored other 
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Bections of the House |in«cluding , the Europeans, jbef ore they came to a 

decision about it. • • 

• * 

In this connectioif I shall be failing in my duty if 1 ^o not explain 
^the position of the landholders. To deprive the landholders • of their 
share of salarni will be an encroachmeat of a serioui^ nature on the 
right of ownershi]) of the landholders. Befort^ the passing^ of the 
amendmeift of the Ber/gal Tenancy .Act in 1928, th^ highest courts of 
the land held that tl^e tenant had no^ right of transfer and that such 
transfers arv.ountwd to llA abandunment 5f the, hgidinfe. Tranters were 
an unknown thing even about 30 years ago. Th®* laiulholdess sternly 
refused to retiognise the transfer of a holding to non-agriculturist. 
Then gradually Ihe liire«of salavii offered Iby the purchasers tempted 
i)me of the landholders to recognise sufh traYsfer^on payjnent of a 
heavy premium. Tliere w'as however ‘no regular r^k^ for such salami. 
Big landholders, however, (^ould not afford lo haggl^fl^^er every case 
of ^aUirm : so gradually some of them fix^d ^ regiflar scple of fees for 
the guidancie of the parties and their own staff'. Thft Bengal Tenancy 
Act Amendment ('ommittee which 'sat for over two years very carefully 
considered the situation find following the growing custom in the 
matter recommended a legal sandion for sucdi transfers. The Com- 
mittee was fully (;onscious of the fact thaf a serious enr?roachment was 
being ma’de on the right of the landholdei*s and made ])royisfon8 which 
very materially safeguardefl the rig’hts of the landholders. The Com- 
mittee (xmsisted of repi’esentatives of landholders and tenants, 
eminent lawy<‘rs and ex])erienced settlement officers of the Government 
with the late Sir dohn Kerr as its cdiairman (cries of “exploiters”). 1 
d(f' not know who the exjdoiters are. Now, Sir, the recommendations 
of the Commitba* were passed into law in 1928 after very careful con- 
sideration Iby the Legislature. It* is hardly fair to reopen the question 
so soon and take away *iH)t only a vested right but also an income of 
albout ^ crore of ru})ees by a show of arbitrary will. 

The IJon’ble Mr. I'a/luJ Ifiuj declared the other day on the floor of 
the House that he did not recognise the Governor and that he will 
carry everythijig before him witli the help of hi^ coalition party. That 
was ik very bolff statement. But he is very much mistaken if he thinks 
that he ha^beeii licensed t^t ride roughshod over our rights. He forgets 
that to safe'guard the interests of his cominunity, a majority community 
in Bengal, he had to secure a special electorate for them. He wants to 
rule us in the name of democracy when he was afraid of a common 
electorate. I^et him an^l his party beware that any act of injustice 
dpne to the minority will shake the very foundation of the constitution. 
With regard to us the Governor have very substantial power reserved 
to him. In our case at least he cannot ignore the Governor and if 
justice fails us here, let him and his party bear in mind that their 
actioiis bound to be reconsidered in all their aspects by the superior 
authority both here and in England. ^ • 
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Khan Bahadur HAj8HEM ALI KUAN: 1 ^ad ifo mind to take 
part in the dtscussion Manlvi Abdul Bari’s motion; but after the 
very leng-thy and written sjK*ee.li of Kunfar Sllibshekliareswar Itoy 
casting aspersion on^tlie^eoalition Muslim group and on those persons of 
the other group, who weleoined the very benevolent utleranee and the* 
significant statement \vhich tfie’ llon’ble the Eevenue Minister made 
on the ffoor of this House to safeguaid tlie right:^oi the highly exploit- 
ed poor tenantiy df Bengal, I thengh# tlial lliat utiereiu'c \\ould fall 
like a boyibshell oa the^ laifdlorjN.^^)! Bengal. >ou go into the history 
of tlie landlords of BeiV^fl, you will find that the\ had no* light ovei 
the land of the coynlry. d'Jiey weic meiidv appoinled as colleidoi^ 
and offieei'h by .tlie India (’onipan\. 'V <‘(dlectt*d llu' rmit and 

were entitled to B) or ])er (•(‘iit. as eolb'ction ( harges whicdi caim* 
to abmiTEs. d (•rcHi'.s. But flie\; now claim IN. IT oi Rs. IS ciore.s" 
they also lea'list j^ifions oIIko things fiom llie pool tmianls of Biuigal. 
WluB have th('> i<(iii«‘ foi* lUi* impio\ (‘icdift of IIm' land!*' Ha\e they 
done anyth ing*an([ havi* llfet speni a >>ingl(' co/er/e for the jioor tenants 
of Bengal, wliili' at. tin' same lime eveiv !"» \eais the laws of the*land 
weie r('vis(‘d and whom^ b\ the landh^ids^fheniMd ve.s and other 
interesti'd people posing as repiesentatives of Ihe tmiantry in the then 
Council. They ])assed the Ikmgal llMiancy Act in tin'ir own inbuest, 
and the\ did nol caie for th# poor peasants. dTiey exjiloited •the jioor 
])easaiftr\ of Tlengal foi' 100 yi^ir.s, but 1 tliink they have now’ awakened 
and are able to hTok after their own interest and the present Oahinet 
is trying to do nothing but mere justice. Kumar Shib Sh(‘khareswar 
Buy knows that in the yi-ar lOdS when tin* Bengal Tmiancy Act was 
lefeired to a Select (hmimittei' (h(‘ wa*' a mcmbm- of that (himmittei*) 
what pait was jilayed by th(‘ zmnindars in that Committee and how 
it was ])ass(‘d in that House ami Imw many ol tin* (kdigressmmi who 
now’ declaie to be the frimids of the peojrh* ami rejiresmital ivi's of tlie 
])eople joined hands with the poor j)(‘asantr\ of Bengal. The\ also 
joined hands with the zemindam and passial the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill of 1028. * 

Sij, thiough you I want to say one thing' to the Bt'iigal zmnindars 
that the time is not far off w hen their very existence .w ill be found 
difficult to maintain. What they aie doing*To the tenants!'^ They are 
taking the money of the tenants who ai(‘ toiling in villages and are 
spending it in big -cities mib's and mile> awa\ and in motor cars. 
7'hey are not curtailinii’ theii liixmiivs an imh and they ai'e doing 
nothing* foi' the imjirovement of the pool’ peysantiy. , And, Sii, now 
they < ome and sav that tlirn'r vested inteiests are Ix'ing affectinl by tlu? 
statement mady by the Hon’ble Revenue Alinister. The statement of 
the Hon’ble Minister I'emoves some of tbe grievanei‘s of tlie tenantry 
but we want more; we do not exjiect to get more witliin this SessioB, 
but time will eome when we wu'll get all we want and the exl4teif*e of 
the landlords ^ill be removed within a short time (hepr, hear). 
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As for the r.iotioi^, Sii*, re^q^rdihg settleirient operations, I want to 
say aboiil the khas itiahal area in in\ distriet — the district of Bakar- 
garij. T tliiiik most of the nieml)ers of this House is aware that survey 
and settlemoTjt operations take place in khas mahal ^veiy 15 years 
(/ whi<'h lead to an enhan{*ein(*nt of I'ent by <S annas per nif)ee'which is 
most horrible. The Hon’ble the Ohiet Minister is *aware that the 
khas mahal area in the district of Bakar^anj is comprihcdt of two 
kinds, namely, the (tliar area, and the Sniideibanis area. The Char 
area is foirned of bi^‘ lands in the Bay of Beng’.al and the Sunderbans 
area wfjich; as is well known, is* full of jungle and abounds wjth Royal 
Benf^al tij»eis. Tli(‘ j)oor people who have no land cift the Jungles in 
that area arid jiiake it tit for- habitation. ‘Still, Sir, evioy 15 years after 
pie rent is increased and over ami above that the (jovernrnent of Bengal 
passed a new Act declaring*’ -the Aracane.se and fTie Burmese •wbo live 
in tliat area as aliorit’inal tribes. As foi' the (yhffr aiea- lands, th(\se 
are settled in the winter se'-acon ^\hen the irver i(‘C(,'des \'ind as soon as 
th^ month of Apiil or Mairdi comes the a*'«a is submei‘;j^ed in water — 
in seme pla<‘e kiiee-deeji and in some place 10 feel in water — whiidi 
<*annot be brou^>‘ht under cultivation, and the people hav(' no land to 
live on and no hous(‘ 1o dwell during' that piniod. ' This state of lhill^.^’^ 
lasts for 10 or 15 years till amrMiei- settlement conies^ apd they have 
to pay r^nt and purchase land. This .sor t of fraud, this soi t of deci'p- 
tion is bein^ ])erpretrated on tin* jioor tenants in the collf-ction «f rent. 
I‘ can rite one example in this conmndion Only»‘ last year a Sub- 
Deputy Collector has been appointed as As.sistant Khas Mahal Officer be- 
cause the previous Khas Mahal Officer was an old man and would check 
extortion of money from the tenants. This Special Officer uses all sorts 
of vile means of oppression on the tenants for realising' lent, and the 
people are panic-stricken. If th*s thin^^ ^oes on the Khas Mahal will 
collapse at hnist in the district of Bakar^^anj within a very short time. 
I do not know what attitude the (lovernment is takin;^' in this matter. 
Settlement operations should be stopped at least till bettei eonditious 
come bn(‘k 

The Hon’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, Mr. Abdul 
Bari in course of his speech .said that the seftlement operation^ were 
thrust upon tke tenants uf BenjraDand the landlords of Bengal not for 
their be^e^lt hut for the benefit either of -the department or of someone 
else. I would .just request the House to remember that before the dis- 
trict settlement oi>erations in different districts were rmdertaken there 
was no correct record of rights in the province of the various landed 
interesls and tins was often a fruitful source of litigation between land- 
lords iind tenants, between tenants and tenants, and rival claimants of 
interests in land. The rccord-of-rights has got a presumptive value 
and there are instances where eo.stly and ruinous litigations have been 
avoi^.ed witli the help of the settlement records. So, whatever might 
be said of the cost and the trouble of survey and settlement it can never 
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be denied that ultimately these recorcjs are foi’ the haiiefii of all con- 
cerned. Sir, in a province wheit; almost oue-thir(( of the revenue comes 
from land and where 95 per cent, or over ^0 prt' cent, of the people 
depend on land for J^heir subsistence, I think it is only meet and proper 
that there sliould be correct iwonf of lights and 1 venture to say that, 
the public of Bengal have got t^’^^ery, reason to be grateful to the memory 
of late*Sir Charles Beatsdn Bell for the introduction of tliis system 
of survey and settlement. • 

Sir, m regards* the, cost, I ha^ oc(‘asion to j^oiht ouj in my opening 
speech that it does yotWceed 10 apnas per bighas or lie. 1-14 per acre 
that is payable in equal sliares by tlie landlords and tenants. So, the 
cost cunnot be. said to* be a very high one. ^ 

Sir, the next qu^titen is jvhether Government should proceed with 
the revisional sett^pient or not. • As I had occasion to observe in mov- 
ing the deim^^hat Government could not come to a final decision 
on this policy', bt?t*it is wt^l known that these records of rights^be- 
come out of date* after or years, Tliiit has been the finding of 
our revenue experts, tliat lias been’tbe finding (d* llu' Tlon'ble *^IIigb 
{^ourt and as a vav laige amount has m^v spent in ])ie]>aring the 
record of rights, apart fiom the utility of their maintenance, 1 think 
for that rea*so?i alone it is ibH-essaiy that the records should be main- 
taine(| and l^pt up to date. • Foi various leasons they go out* of date: 
<‘hange in ownerf^iip, change in the configuration of the land, change 
in the classification of the land, cliangt' of ownership due to succession 
and sale and for other leasons the recoid gets out of date. 

Sir, the demand under the head “Survey and Sidthumuit” may be 
divided into two classes, naimdy, major op<‘rations and minor opera- 
tions. Major operations* are meant for i-evisional settl^eiumit, and dis- 
trict settlement that is to three distiicts wheie for the first time survey 
and settlement o])erations have Ixaui taken uj). * Dinajjmr, TTo\Mah and 
llangpur. These districts had no record of lights, so they have got 
to be completed and have provided for a g-raiit of nearly Ils. 2 lakhs 
for revisional settlement in the di'^trict of Midnapore. As 1 had occa- 
sion to point out, when the original sidtlemcnt operations wcie taken 
up in the district of ^il^idnapore, settlement was done without the sys- 
tem of Bujarat*; so the records Were not .quite •accurlte and {hat is 
one of the main reasons why •Government consider that reviiloual settle- 
ment should he first started in that district, besides the fact that nearly 
GOO square miles aie under temporarv settlement. 1 he land revenue 
settlement in that area has been already completed and the owners of 
landed interest in that area took advantage of the revj^onal settlement 
in settleing land disputes; so Government thought that after r^isional 
settlement is taken up in the rest of the district it will he really in 
the interest and to the benefit of the public at large. • 

But, Sir, I may announce heie that out of deference to 4iie fishes 
of my friends of this House, Mr. Abdul Bari and others, who have 
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spoken in support of the motion against revisional settlement and out 

of deference to the Wishes of my friends opposite Goyernment have 

decided not to proceed with revisional settlement operations in Midna- 

pore. Sir, but this ’involves a very unpleasant duty, namely, the dis- 

.charge of a very large settlement staff; over* one* thousand will have 

to be discharged this year and almost the same number next year, and 

I hope Government will not be blamed for accepting this decision at 

the instafice of the Ifijuse. , 

< , * 

Mr. 8A-NT0GH KGMAR BASUr ''But jt ,will ' be keeping eleven 
Minister in office. ' , • 

The Hon’ble Sir BliK)Y PRASAD SINGH ROY:* Sir, even if 
iwice the amount that is paijl to the eletv'en Ministers is gijfeji^J^or the 
purpose it will not keep these two thousand peopl^in employment. 

So, Sir, Goveinnient is* iiesponsive j»nd tlie ciy^.is liot the cry in 
wiMerncss according to Kazi Eindadul llaqn<i‘. ln*"coursc of liis speech 
lie ivade certain vagu<‘ allegations and c(‘rtain insinuations against the 
settlement stall', agayist the amin. If he would kjndly bring specific 
instanc.es to my notife oi- to tlie notic(‘ of the fCevennc Department 
Government would be pbuised to hold a thojough empiiry into eases 
of hardshi]) caused to those tenants. This much assurance 1 can give. 

As legal ds section 1(15 cases I pointe^d out that the rate of enham'e- 
ment was pra<‘,tieally nominal in most cases. So IGlo not think that 
they will cause hardship apart fioni the sentinuuital ])oiTit of view. 
The land rcMUiue revisional settlement ojieiations are undmtaken at 
erery 20th or 22iid \ear and that is lo'cessary, becaust> thi‘ land which 
was first class might liaM* dtdiu ioratiul in coijiisi' of time and the land 
whicdi was unl'ulturable might have become ciilturable in the mean- 
time. So an adjustment of rent had Ix'come ne<*essary bi'causi^ of the 
changes in the classification of the land and the rise and fall in the 
price of the food-stuils. If theie are instances of (‘nhancements, theie 
may also be instances of •’relief to tenants where it is found, that the 
price of cultural jiroduce has gone down in the meantime. So levi- 
sional settlements are not always a matter of hardship to the I'ulti- 
vators. It m^y be p source of relmf to them as well.^ 

Khan i^ahadur Ilashein Ali Khan in .(Muirse of his speech said that 
in the khas niahal area in Bakargaiij Goveinnient has been enhancing 
the rent after evei-^^ land revenue revisional settlement operation and 
the result is that the incidence of rent has become very high and the 
burden is alnv>vd unbearable by the tenantry, if T could follow' his 
jtpeeeh* correctly. I would mention for the information of the House 
that the average rent of land per acre of a raiyat is Rs*. 3-2 in an area 
wher^ it is a fixed rent, i.e., not liable to enhancements ; whereas in 
areas where the rent is liable to enhancements the rate of rent is 
Rs. ii-13. So it does not show^ much difference, only As. 11. That 
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certainly proves conclusively that Government .has not# been enhancing 
rents without gny considemtion of the economic irfterest of the tenantry. 

• • 

Mr. 8URE/4DRA MOHAN MOITRA: T doubt whether the rents 
mentioned are correct. * • 

* • , 

TheJIon’ble Sir BUOY PRAsAd SINCH ROY: Sir, it is very 
easy to doubt but it is very difHoult^to eontrdveit fuels. 'Sir, with 
these few words I oppose tjie cut and T hope' inv hon’hle friend 

Mr. Abdul Bari in* v'ie\'‘^ot‘ t}je*atlnouni»einent yiiave uTade mith regard 
to the suiwey and seVleipent operafions in Midnapore, will s('e his way 
to withdraw the euf m,otion. • 

* I 

MmiIvi. ABDUL B/(RI: i) n vi(‘W of. the veiy definite assuraneef> 
given by the I^on'bie the Revenue Minister 1 beg leave to withdraw 
my motion. (?^au|^hter.) ‘Sir, I find that , the members of ibe Congress 
benches are laughing. , , » 

Mr, SPEAKER: When you want to withdrf^w a motion I think 
you will kindly avofd making any leferenee to abything exe(‘pt to the 
withdrawal, , ^ « 

I 

Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR RASU: You eannot expe<‘i (k)ngres8 to 
be always in team. 

The motion was then by b'uve of the Assembly withdrawn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as the Coalition Croup is eoneerned, J 
think if they want to nipve their motions they may do so, I shall 
close the discussion at 6-20. Then T ’•shall give an opportunity to the 
next group. , 

As Maulvi Abdul Wahah Khan rose to move liis eul motion No. 142, 
Mr, Speaker said, “in view' of the announcement made by the Hon’hle 
the Revenue Minister T think there is no necessity to move this motion. 
Motion No. 122 is exactly on the same lines, and I understand that 
the Congress Party has’ given prefcTcnce to the Proja Party to move 
their motions.” , • .# * 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE; Yes, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: I now' call u]K)n Mi. Aljdul Hakim to move his 
cut motion No. 16-3. * 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: I beg to move that the grant of 
Rs. 36,12,000 be reduced by Rs. 100. 

He spoke in Bengali in support of his motion. 
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While Mauhu Abdu] Hakim, raised his voice in a declamatory tone 
in describing the exactions of the zemindars Mr. Speaker asked him 
to soften his voice a^ little* 

After describing some of the instances Maulvi Abdu^ Hakim again 
shouted at the top of his voice and declaimed by saying' that exactions 
of the Hon’ble the Home Ministe»- from his zemindari were un- 
paralleled. ^ * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, oi'Je.r* Maulvi Sahib will you please sit 
down. I refuse^to allox; you any more »^ime. . . < i 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: 1 rise to sp^ak a few words, Sir, 
regarding tliis motion, but mainly in order to reply t6 the statement 
^nade by my friend Kumar Shibsliokhar-Mswar 'Ro^% ' who sa;d^,4]tiat the 
vested interests of the landlord were going to be*' challenged by the 
proposed Bengal Tenancy Act amendment as outlined S^y the Hon’ble 
Rewenue Minister. My friend further said that this challenge is coming 
fronvan honourable member of this House wlio has been elected from the 
Landholders (loiistitMency. 1 must say, and say very emphatically, 
that the so-called vesl'fid interests in land have not been legally acquired 
and i)ossessed by the landlords. H is simply by a tliike that they got 
into the land. It is a tragedy that these zemimlars have been declared 
to be the proprietors of the soil. In the \ear ITD't, Lord ('ornwallis 
by his Ih‘rmanent Settlement declared that the zemiiwlars were the pro- 
prietors of the soil, and he based his argument on the ancient laws of 
the land. He said that, according to the ancient laws. Government were 
getting some share of the pnxluce of the land, and so landlords were 
going to be settled with that right, and that henceforward they would 
})e deidared the proprietors of tlve soil and as siudi entitled to certain 
rents. I would submit Sir, that by that statute a number of exploiters 
only were created. Lord Cornwallis only said that according to ancient 
laws they were declared to be the proprietors of the soil, but he went 
so far only and no farther. (Dr. Nalinaksiia Sanyai.: Are you 
supporting or opposing this motion.) 1 am coming to that point. Sir. 
My friend opposite wants to know whether 1 am going to support or 
opptT^e this n*\)lion, and T am going to let him know presently. The 
thing is:*VWhat is ancient law?” 1 (uin show that, according to the 
ancient law, nobody except the tiller of the soil is the real proprietor of 
the soil. 1 submit. Sir, that the argument of Tiord Cornwallis to the 
effect that the zemindars ought to be decdared to be the proprietors of the 
soil was not quHe righCinasmuch as we can show that according to the 
Ancient law the King was not the proprietor of the soil but it was the 
tiller of the soil that was the pro])rietor of the soil. Mr. T. H. ('ole- 
brooke, the well-known Sanskrit scholar, who had been in the service 
of the Faust India Company from 1782 to 1814, says that in the times of 
the Hindus the tillers of the soil were the actual proprietors 
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of the soil. He further says tlfat the* Goveriiineiit or the 
King received* only a, share of the pjorliice of the land on 
the ground that he oifered protection to fhe tenants from 
wicked people %uch as thieves and robbers, that he offered facilities for 
drainage and for irrigation wq^'ks, and for some other grounds, 'riiis 
is, Sir, why he used to get if share in the produce. From the 
Ai)i-i‘A%an we find that tluue also the King had#a shaie oi tla' ju'odiu e 
of the land, but not on tiie ground he was a proprietor of tlu' soil 
but on th« ground 4li;it,he ri'quwftll floinelliiug f>r the uj)ke[>p of 

royalty, ejc. But the ^ug \Aas nie\er declared to be the proprietor 
of the soil as the zemindars now claim to t)e. If the King was not tlie 
prujjrietur ot tli«e soil al any period of liistorv j then how is it that the 
Kings right to take^a^hare cb tlie pioduce of tl»e soil M'sted in the, 
zemiiufarsi^ How iiij it tliat the landlords came to be <!eclared as the 
real proprietoi\vl)f Ihe soil, when even the \Nere not so declared!'' 

1 can show' that^ b_\ itfison of tnis I‘ermanent Settlement Regulation orJy 
a set of e-\])loiters were created. What are the results ol this Repna- 
nent Settlement The landlords are paung to j^oveinment a total 
annual revenue of Us'. 2, ‘12, 00, 001), but, in actiial liict, th(‘\ are e.xacting 
111 crores of rupees. Is not that exploitation, Sirr' W hen the Feniia- 
nent Settlement Uegulation vas made, the pious hojie was e^xpressed 
b,^ ( iovi^rrimeiit that landlords j,vould improve the condition of the soil. 
Have they done thatr' 1 challenge my friends to show one single 
instance in whicdi they have given relief to the (‘ountry or to th(‘ ])oor 
and one single instance in wliich the_N liave ameliorated the condition 
ot the soil. On the other hand, m^ iriend the Kumar Sahib has said 
that, after <lue deliberation and consideration in the year l!)2iS, the 
rig lit of transter was recognised on condition that the landlords would 
be given a salami. Can it be described as a right at all!'' That was 
given under a condition in wliicdi anything and everUhing could be 
given. At that time the rejiresentatives of the jieojile — the h<aia fulc, 
representsjtives of the people -were not in tiu’ legislature. And by an 
unholy alliance betNNeen the landlords and the Ooveinnient this law 
was thrust upon the ])e(*ple — a law which is all the more reju'essive 
because it is a lawless law and b\ wliicdi the life-blood the p(‘«>)ple, 

I mean the tenants, ^^as allowed to be sucked by these «iX])loiters. 
Can anybody say that the right of transfer was given when it was 
snatt hed,awa\ b\ another hand which gave them the right of pre- 
emption? I want to w'arn my landlorrl friends that the\ should Jioi 
be forgetful of themselves. The.\ should be alive to tl^e fact that if 
they do not deal fairly by the tenants the tenants will assert thenmelves, 
and in a few years the existence of the zemindars will be entirely anni- 
hilated from the face of Bengal. 

Everybody knows, Sir, that the .spread of free and coiiTpuF^orj 
primary education is the c^'ing need of the country, and we have been 

II 
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by Hon Ministers that iioney is not forthcoming for this pur- 
pose. But I say that if the Permanent Settlement be abolished by a 
stroke of the pen, then Government would be able to get a large amount 
of money by which they can proceed to improve #the nation-building 
departments. 

Now, I shall reply to the question of my honourable friend 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal whether I am going to support or oppose the 
motion. We have experience — an^/ bitter experience — of the treatment 
which we have ‘had fro'i/i the landlords* Now, we 'find that *the land- 
lords have raised the rate of their lents to am abponpal ext€i?it, which 
justice and equity demands should be lowered. 'Just now we have 
heard from the Hon’ble the Ueveniie Minister that Government proposes 
<0 apj>oint a Commission which will consider *^ik 1 inquire , thoroughly 
into the existing land-laws of this 'province, and^ as a result of its 
enquiry Government will «\fMne to a definite decisjjin Sis regards the 
latfd-laws of Bengal. Taking all these thii^gs in to ‘'consideration, I may 
say ihat 1 liave every sympathy with the motion v^liich I consider to 
be a reasona})le one and, acuumlingly, I, no doubt, give my support to 
it, but, in view of the stalernent made by the Hon’ble the Eevenue 
Minister, I tliink the mover will kindly see his way tp withdraw his 
motion.^ (Ironical cheers from (^ingress benches.) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, on behatf of flie Congress 
Party in this House I wholelieartedly support the cut motion moved by 
iny honourable friend Maulvi Abdul Hakim. J’his House is well aware 
tliat the (k)ngress Party consists both of Ib'ajas and zamimiars and the 
whole ])arty including the zamindars has made the demand for “a 
substantial reduction in rent ai,ql revenue” the first article of their 
faith. So far as the different classes and communities are concerned 
they are each entitled to demand justice and fair play. But this we 
do say — and I am only echoing the voice of the Congress here — that we 
recognise no vested interests, either alien or indigenous, except the 
vested interests of the actual tillers of the soil and the swated workers. 

With these words I support the motion. 

The l^n’bie Mr. H. 8. SUHRlAWARDY: Very iftgenious, indeed! 

Maulvi GIASUDDIN AHMED spoke in Bengali in support of the 
motion the following of which is an English rendering: — 

Mr. Spe^ikey, while,, supporting iny friend Maulvi Abdul Hakim’s 
^notioji for the* reduction of rent, I should like first to point out that 
when he wjis discussing such a weighty and important subject, an atti- 
tude of ridicule was noticed among certain responsible members of this 
Asembly. May be that as a result of our election to the legislature, 
our-cirSimstances have changed individually but I would remind this 
House that the lakhs of peasants and tenants who have leturned us here 
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as their representatives have undergoie no change whatever so far as 
their financial condition is coiil'erned. Many among them still liave 
no cloth to wear — no food to eat and get no medhdne during illness. 

The renh question is*indeed a serious problem with the peasants and 
tenants. Gradifally tlie late hf lent ha'< been increased to such an 
extent ^lat it has become iiJipossi})le for the tenants to pay ii and they 
have therefore been comjielled l()|de{;iult. AiTd for arrears of rent 
lakhs of tenants are being, financvillV ruined. Several lakhs of tenants 
of Myme'hsingh aloife^*l|aA;e been'’ (‘f)mpelled to^leave their hearths and 
home and to take silihlteijiii the forest.s of Ass;im simply because of this. 
I fully endorse whaT ‘Abdul Latilf Bi^\^as said aloul tin* liiNlory 

of the increase ot rent. AVbat logic n there in the fad that w hilg 
zaminji^s^iay to (Tof?fninent»an annual revenue of only 2 crores and h 
half, they realise iVnn the tenants HI or 17 crores of rupees? Why 
should the tt'hanis pay so nnich rent tw«the zamindars? Ijpt the 
zamiiidars take from the Wmnts juice or thrice as much as they jTay 
to (lovernment a*nd let the rate of jent throughout Bengal be»fi\ed 
accordingly. It cipi be \ery easilv done. Th# llon’lile Bevenuo 
Minister has spoken of apjiointino a commission. W}i> should tlic 
iiuestion of y ^•ommis^ion ai^-'C at aU? The maimitv of the members 
of this Assembly are i ejneximtalues ot the peasants and t(*mints and 
there #re repFcseiitat i\ es ot l lot /amiiidai s also and a committee of tlnvse 
two jiatries may eAsil\ and with in a sIkh’I time solvi' this probbmi \\b* 
are not jueparcd to siippoi't the* appaintment of a commission. Many 
commissions have come to <ind yoiK. fiom India and tin* p(‘opl(* know 
the result they jiroduced. A coinmissimi is nothing but a d('vic(> |o 
hoodwink the people. Whene\ei there is an\ auakening of th(‘ pimple 
and whenevei’ the people make any diimand, a commission is ajipointed 
to deceive them into silence. W(‘ will not l^e hiKidwinked by such 
tricks. We do not want an,\ conimivsion. Before 1 comdiide I shoiiM 
like to say to Kumar Shib Sekliareswai Bai who complained that the 
present Government v ere doing injiistiee In the zamindars ami that 
Mr. Fazlul Hint was partly responsi])le fur this, that the Chief Minister 
Mr. Hmj has included j^s inan\ as 8 zamindars in his Ministry of 11. 
This alone should more than satisf\ the Knmar.^ T n|iw reque«l all 
to vote for the reduction ot remt and th(‘r('Y)v helj) the peasants and 
tenants. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir 1 am ir^ 

prised, I must confess, at the attitude taken ftp b.\ tire* licadcu’ of the 
Opposition with regard to this question. He in a ver\ light-hearted 
fashion said tliot his party was ])repared to support the motion and 
the proposal for reduction of rent and revenue. I may remind him ihi^t 
the motion is foi reduction of rent by amendment of the*,. B^ngat 
Tenancy Act. ^There is no proposal whatsoever for reduction of revenue 
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in it. What are the arguments (advancedl by the mover of the resolu- 
tion ? He said that the rent was a very lieavy^ charge orf the tenantry 
of Bengal and in order to give siihslantial relief to them a reduction in 
the rate of rent should he made. Sir, 1 join issue with him. The rent 
is by no means a heavy charge on the tenantry of Bengal. *For the 
information of the House 1 shall just read our certain figures, the 
estimated .value of the /iroduce per acre of cultivated area in th^follow- 
ing districts: These are the figu%'s,(^.or 1!)33: 

Bankura Rs." 47 : th^'rent pii^/ahle1)y the.t^p'arft per acre is Rs. 2. 

Midnapore Rs. 48: the average rate of rent i5ayable is Rs. 3-8. 

Jessore Rs. 37: rent^payable is Rs. 2-8. 

Nadia Rs. 4f» : rent payable is Rs. .2-7. 

Khulna Rs. 07 : rent payable is Its. 3-8. 

Faridjiur Rs. 30: rent payable is Rs. 2-4r 

Dacca Rs. (iO : rent payable is Rs. 2-1‘Jf. » 

Jfiunensingh (the district of m\ friend Maulvi Abul Hakim) Rs. 60: 
rent pa_\alnf is -Rs. 2-8. 

That shows (dearly that rent is 1)\ no means a heavy burden on the 
tenants. . 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May k ask what Is the 
source of the Hon’ble Minister's information? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Crop Report 
and tlie SeUlement Report. If in an\ jiarticular case the rent is ex- 
cessive the Bejigal Tenancy Act alreadx jirovides sutlicicnt remedy. 

I would refer tin* mover ot the resolution to section 112 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. Under that section ste]).s can be taken for reducing 
the rent in an\ particular case. So there is not niucdi substance in the 
statement that rent is a ve.ry lieavy (diarge. If it is so in a particular 
case Government liave sutHcient ])ow(*r under section J12 and they can 
take stejis if necessary and if the\ are called upon to do so. 

Besides thfs 1 have already suited that Government propose to 
appoint a Commission to go into the wlnde question of the land tenure 
system of the province and one of the terms of reference will he the 
settlement of equitable and fair rent, and whether it is necessary or 
possible to reduce or enhance the rent in any jiarticular area. That is 
a particular tefm of reference that this ('ommission will specifically go 
into. It is not possible to bring about a reduction of renj; without a 
thorough and sifting enquiry. There are different clashes of land and 
there are different rates of rent. It is not possible for any responsible 
Gove^^uiYFciit to agree to a reduction of rent without a thorough and 
sifting enquiry. There are certain facts which have g(jt to be placed 
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before the public and Govemnifnl in?ist be convinced that in a parti- 
cular case there is reason for hardsliip. | liav^ occasion to observe 
that if in any particular case the rent is excessive the liens’ll! Tenancy 
Act as it stpnfls in-^estf* Government with suflicient power to reduce the 
rent. vSo it is fiot at all nec(*ssar\ to amend the Hcii^mI Tenancy Act 
for this purpose. The mation is unnecessary, and so tar as the spirit 
of the resfdution is coiu'crned (lovernment are* pre])ar(Ml hf acce])t it 
and by appointin;^- a ('ommission lor investigating into a fair and 
equitable rent tlie_t have ynticfl^ated the nutvei* ot t he •tc'^cdwtion . 

. . % ► 

Babu NACENDRA* NATH SEN: Will the ilon'hle Minister be 
pleased to quote the authority from which h? lead tliosc figures ^ ^ 

The 'Hon’b|e Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I Imvc olrcady 

said tliat--S(‘;TleiJeiit Ko^ioris and Cro]), Rcporls. 

* ^ * f 

The iiiotiort lieiri^’ imt Vdivi>ion uas taken uith the following 
result: ’ • * 

*• AYES. 


Abdul HMsei, Khan Bahadur, 8yad. 
Abdul Hakim, Mautvi.* 

Abdul Jabbar Pjilwan, Mr. Md. 
Abdul M||id, Maulw. 

Abdul Wahfld, Maulvi. ^ 

Abu Hoiiain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Abul Fazal, Mr. Md. 

Attab Ali, Mr. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syed. 

Aiimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banarji, Mr. Sibnath. 

Banarji, Mr. Saiya Priya. 

Bannariaa, Mr. Manoranjan. 

Barma, Babu Premhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puipajit. 

Barman, Babu Shyama Proiad. 
Barman, Bab^ Upandra Nath. 

Bmu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 
Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 
Biiwai, Babu Lakihmi Narayan. 
Biiwat, Mr. Raiik Lai. 

Biiwai, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Bosa, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chattopadhyay, Babu Haripada. 
Cbaudburi, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Dai, Babu Mahim Chandra. 

Dan, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Das Gupta. Babu Khacandra Nath. 
Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Das Gupta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhirandra N#th. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Datta Gupta, Miss Mira. . 

Emdadul Haqua, Kazi. 

Failar Rahman Muktaar, Mr. 
GkoM, Mr. Attti Kriik|a. 

GiainMin Akmad, Mr. 


Qoswami, Mr. Tuiii Chandra. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogash Chandra. 

Hasan All Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. * 
Himatsingka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 
Jalaluddin Hashamy, Mr. Syad. 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Khan. Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 

Maitra, Mr. Surandra Mohan. 

Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

, Majumdar, Mrs. HamaprovA 
Mazumdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iswav Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogandra Nath. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosam, Mr. 

Mukarji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukharji. Dr. H. C. 

Mukharji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Muliick, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Pam, Mr.J^rada l^oianna.l 
Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. 

Roy. Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kiihori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Maamatha Nath« ^ 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksba. ** 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sakbar. 

San, Babu Nagandra Nath. 

Shahadail, Mr. 

BkamiudMn Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Sinha, trijnt Maniadra Bbuian. 

Snr, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Tbaknr, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. • 
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Akdui Aitz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Bari. Maulvi. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul dabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kadar, Mr. 

Abdul Karim, iilr. 

Abdul Latit Biiwai, Maulvi. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-AI Mahmaod. M^. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 

Abdur Rahman liddiql, Mr. 

Abdur Ratchid Mahmoud, Mr. 

Abdur Raihood, Maulvi Md. « 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. 

Aodur Rauf, Mr. Shah. 

Abdui Shahatd, Maulvi Md. 

Abul Haihim, Maulvi. 

Abul Hoiain, Mr. Ahmed. 

AbuF’Quasem, Maulvi. 

Acharyya Choudhury, Majaraha Saihl Kanta of 
MuMr.jacha, Mymeniingh. 

Attab Hoiain Joardar, Maulvi. 

Ahmed All Mridha, Maulvi. , r 
Ahmad Hoiain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Aminuilah. Mauivt. 

Amir All, Md^ Mia. 

Aihrafall. Mr. M. 

Aulad Hoiiain Khan, Maulvi. 

Azhar Ail, Maulvi. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Baiu, Babu Jatindra Nath. 

Ohippendale, Mr. J. w. 

Dai, Mr. Anukul Ohandra. 

Dai, Mr. Kirit Bhuian. 

Dai, Mr. Monmohan. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranaf'i. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Faziui Huq, the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. ^ 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Biaiuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 

Qolam Sarwar Hoiaini, Mr. Shah Syed. ^ 

Qomei, Mr. 8. A. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Habibullah, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur K., of 
Dacca. 

Haflzuddin Ohowdhui^ Maulvi." „ 

Hamiuddin Ahnrivd, Khan Sahib. 

Haianuzzaman, idauivi Md. 

Haihem All Khan, Khan Bahadur. 

Haiina Murihed, Mn. 

Hatemally damadar, Khan Sahib. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Mr. 

Iipahani, Mr. M. A. 


Aoes. ^ 

daiimuddin >yimed, Mr. * 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Kazem Aii Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Sytd. 
Khaltan, Mr. pebi Rroiad. * 

Maflzuddin Ahmed, Dr. 

IMgOire, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. f 

. Mandal, Mr. Birat Ohandra. 

4 ' Mandal, Mr. dagat Ohandra. 

'Ma^ud All' Khan PannJ, Maulvi. 

'Mohammed Aij/Kftan Bahadur. * 

Moilem All 'Rollaly Maulvi. , 

Mozammel Hbq, Ma>iivi Md. 

Muhahmad At^l, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syed. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, MauKi. 

Muhpmmad lifi^inie, Maulvi. 

MuhLmmad liraill Maulvi. t 
Muhammad 8iddiqug./^Dr. Syed. 

Muhammad 8olaiman,A*r. ^ 

Mullick, tife Hon’ble Mr. Mtikunda Behary. 
Mullick, Mr. Pulin*Behiry. ^ 

Muiharru^ Hoiiain, )he Hon’ble Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Muitagaswal Haque, Mr. Syed. 

Muitufa Aii Dewan,Sahib, Mr. 

Nandy, the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Ohandra, 
of Kaiimbazar. 

Natarullah, Nawabzada K. * ' 

Naush<>r All, the Hon’ble Maulvi Syed. 

Nazimuddin the Hon’ble Kwaju Sir, K.C^.E. 

Paul, Sir Han Sanker, Kt. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikat, the Hon’ble Mr. Praianna Deb. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birendra Kishore. 

Razaui Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh, KL 
Roy, Kuma' Shib Shekhareswar. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Saflurddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sanauliab, AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. , 

Barker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khandkar, Mr. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi HaJi. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

West, Mrs. Ellen. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Mr. 


Jlid Ayi\s hein^' SO and tlie Noos 112 the motion was lost. 

(Atk'r tlu‘ Tosnlt of the Division was declared there were loud 
(dieers and tai)ping on the benches from the riprht.) 


l^r.'lPEAKER: If Is very undesirable that in spite of my repeated 
warning- you are j.‘('inj>- m) much l)e\ond limit that it is v^ry ditBcult for 
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me to carry on work. I quite undersitond a little outbtirat but I do not 
understand hflw it coulc^ continue for such a long time. 

The House will now adjourn for 15 minutes foi^prayer and after that 
I will take, up the ^ues^ion whethe/ the adjournment motion is in order 
or not. . ^ 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes 

k • 

• (vl/tcr Adjournuient.) 

Mr. rfPEAKtRi'* Mt. Hasheiny, how can you say that your motion 
is in order? 

Mrr:SrED JAL^UDOm HASHEMY: Sir, th(‘ ])oliee weift 
beyond their ,Tjiri 'idiot ion inasiuucli as they entered a private house 
where a grou]) of i)^()l)le, Viz., menilxu's o^'*th(‘ liengal Presidency Mos- 
lem League ^\V^e Jiol(ling*if meeting. Policemen were ])oste(i 2 In/tirs 
before the meeting took place, there were 2 Luro])ean Sergeamts to 
maintain ordei* the^e We had been Inddij^g tjft‘ meeting inside the 
hall which consistc'd o1 members onl> who were invited by caids. All 
on a sudd(‘n •about 2 hours affer, Mr. dlol)erjson entered the hall without 
taking b‘av(‘ oi th(‘ ('liamuaii, Sii- Wazii llassan. 1 r«‘S(Uite(^ this un- 
nec(\ssary intertenmca' and wdit so iai* as t(t sa) that it. was a iresjiass 
on Mr. PoluMison \s jiart to entiu' lh(‘ hall: to this h(‘ reloi'ted at once 
that he had brought his nnui 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Haslnun^, will \oa satisfy me as to wdvvt 
extent th(' Tloim^ Department is resjionsible for this? 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: -Sir, that is the point 1 
want you to di'cide. Tin* j)resenc(‘ (d' the police is necess^iry to main- 
tain law' and order. It is not their business to create disorder in a 
meeting *of the Rengal Provincial Moslem League regularly organised. 
The President had to declare the meeting adjourned owing to the con- 
fusion and uproar caused by the entry of Mr. Robertson with an Inspec- 
tor, some Sul)-ins})ectorH and a jios.’^ of consitibles? 1 f;ftiim that as the 
right of an ordinary citizen has been interfered with, it is A matter of 
urgent public imjiortance. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:^ Sir, 1 do not like to go 
into the merits of the case but I would like to point* olit that the ad- 
journment motion cannot be admitted as it will create an unfortunate 
precedent that on every action, the police may take an adjournment 
motion may be moved for it. Therefore I submit that it is Tiot .a 
matter of urgent public importance. There is w) likelihood ffHipy in- 
cident like thift occurring.again in the near future. There is no analogy 
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between this ca!?e and the one wk discussed the other day over the inci- 
denl at the Town Hall, because in re^^ard to the other ca^ie there Avas a 
likelihood of repetiffon of the filing ha})penin^?. The annual meeting 
ol the Moslem JiCague is over. Jt is a purely^ individual incident and 
if an adjournment motion is allowed for an individual iumdent which 
occurred owing to the action of the police, I am sure, Sir, it will be very 
difficult to carry on the business of this House. • 

• J 

Dr. N ALINAKSHA^ SAN YAL : ’8ip, the mle^ . provide .that an 
adjouriiinent motioFi can he moAa*d 911 any re’c^t occurrence which can 
be t('inie(l a detiriit(‘ matter ot urgent puldic impoV^anmc We submit 
that an interlerema^ on t^i(‘ ])art of the poli<-e with the uivil liberties of 
piti/ams amounts to a v(‘ry sFuious incident. 'I'ie incident hap])ened 
only yesterday, and thendore it is of recent occurrence. H very 

urgent matter because thcue is no guarantee that sn^h incidents would 
b(^^ ])reventefl or would not bA re])eated. 8ii\ you , yourself ruled a few 
days ago that sim])ly b(*caus(' an incident ' had alrea,dv * occ'urred the 
matttd' should not la* (Iropjaul, or sim])ly becaus(* tbeie was no imme«liate 
pro,s|)ect of simila?' iV'id(vits liapjKming, it could tivit cease* to (ome 
within tli(* j)uivie\\ ot an adjoiirnimuit motion. It is a niatt(*r of urgent 
imjiortance, it i,s a matter ‘of recent occuiaern’e.* if is a 
niatl(‘i' t)f public imjairtancc* as it aF'c'cts the rights* of citi- 
rii'TiH in geiK'ial, and tin* llonn* Depart iinuit is lesponsible 
b)T' the conduct ot the Polici*; and unb'ss tin* Home Di'jiartment repu- 
diat(‘s its responsibilitA Avith regard to the jiarticmlar (‘ondiict of a parti- 
cular blanch ot the pidici*, we have to assume that it is the Home 
Dejiart nn'ii t that is resjioiisible. Th(*refore, I submit that this motion 

should be in order. 

0 

Mr. SPEAKER: 8 ir, ISazimuddin, do you agree that the Home 
De])artm('nt is resjionsibb* for an act of the ])olic(*y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ceit iinly. Rii.' 

Mr. ABDULLA'AL MAHMOOD: Sir, I oj’ipose the motion on the 
groul'td * ' » 

f' 

Mr, SPEAKER: ddiere is no question of opposition. I want to 
know AAdiether it is in order. 

Mr, ABDI/LLA*AL MAHMOOD: Sir, the meeting was notified 
and handbills Avere issued that a meeting of the Moslem Parliamentary 
Hoard ((hies of “No’h “No”; You don’t know what you are speak- 

ing about”). First of all, Sir, we were informed in the columns of 
new8|n>pnr8 that a meeting would be held on Sunday at No. 114, Lower 
Circular Road. Then, the Leaguers, i.e., the hona fide members of 
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the League had a legitimate right to fgo there, and attend the meeting 


MTi SPEJVtCERT Yen are entering into the merits of the rase. Why 
do you say that? the motion is* not in order? 


Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOQD:* T say so because it* is not a 

matter oj public iipjmrtanee, atj iS concerns a few interested people who 
got a gentleman from outside ^ • * * • 


Mr, SPEAKER: Onlci , oidor Hon’blc^^Kliwaja Sir Nazlmuddin, 
the isj^(^sjliat have HsPen lai.'iiul Ixdon* us are, first, that civil liberti^ 
have bec'n affected %nd, secuindly, as regards repetition even tliough tho 
Moslem la'agr.^ bold its meiding again, it is (juite jiossible that 

any other insbitutioh may^lj^crld a meeting and as such there is a lil^di- 
hood of a repiditiOn of such incident. The two issues are that the civil 
liberties of ])Copl(‘ to UKxd at a priAali* ])lacc to hol^^l a ni(‘eling have been 
jeojiai'dised by cautfiin activities of llie policb, aftd that there is a like- 
lihood of siK^li incident haiijaming ag^nii. I tak(^ it also that you acce])t 
the res])oiisibiTit \ tor tie* Honn* Depai tineiit. Tli(‘S(* two issues make 
tho p<isition clear. Do you styi think that the motion is not in order? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Ve s, Sil , anybody having 
a grievance against the police can go to the Oourt of l;aw, and ordinary 
that procedure must be followed, if this House is going to discuss apd 
decide on every grievanpe that anybody may have tor any action the 
polici' may take, be Icgitimatcdy cotiwidenal a,s intnnj^iiig the civil 
liberties of peo]de, then where are we going to,eiid? 'riiat is my l)oint, 
Sir. Naturally, I am responsiblle for (‘very action of the polirs*. There- 
fore 1 submit that it will create a very serious lirecedent. T would 
request ^’ou to think over the point that (‘ver\ a(;jion of the jiolice can 
be lirought uj) by an adjournment motion. 

• 

Mr, TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: if we ac^Vjit the ironMilo 

Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin’s contention, tlien tli(‘ b'gislature • w^ould be 
absolutely dejtrived of its power of moving an adjournment motion. 
After all the legislature is in session and it is an important part of the 
Constitution that the legislature should take serious notice of any 
infringement of civil liberties which is a very im])ortaift4ij)oint . 

• * 

Mr, SPEAKER: I may point out that the police budget is coming 
up to-morrow and the question you want to discuss affects the a(4ivities 
of the police. So I think you can very well discuss these fimwjs to- 
morrow when^ the police, biidcret comes up. 
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Mauivi 8YEO JAL/ILUDDIII MASHEMY: Sir, if I am allowed to 
speak on this matter, I can impress on you and other meiAbers here that 
it is such an important master that I cannot give up the idea of discus- 
sing it in the hope of taking it up on the Police^ Budget. • 

. i • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I ’have not. made myself clear. My 
point is this: to-morrgw the Police Budget is coming up and on the 
j)olice budget, if I mistake nof, .tllere are several motions tabled not 
only on the police administration bul also on dekiiled items J e.g., to 
•ciiticiso the policy of (jovcrnraent kiterforencg with .legitimate and 
peaceful demonstrations ;ind meetings of different oi^^ganisations, such as 
motion No. 233. I also draw your attention to No. 212 by which Mr. 
fTasheiny himself wants to criticise the (;qndiict tl^^vonstables^op ^utv at 
Sealdah and TTowrah Stations in receiving gratific^ionj from 'hackney 
earriage drivers, rickshaw pjiillers and taxi-dyvers. ^ 

* * • * ‘ 

*> % • • 

W^r. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, may I 'point out that the 
Tpiestion is whether it is nni a definite matter of ^public importance. 
It is true that on the Volice Budget we have tabled certain token cuts 
on which we can discuss the conduct of, certain depart men ts of the 
Polici'. ]}ut the (jiK'stion of ])oli(“v is the imjin issiu' (hat is hroi^ght out in 
an adjournment motion and for a didinik* matter of public irnpc^tanc^ 
which lias occurred rt'ccnily. Mr. ITashemy wants toMiscuss the policy, 
and tbat policy is a matter of urgent puhlii; imjiortance and the policy 
involved in it cannot he discussed while discussing a cut motion on the 
pc^licc' Imdget. Tliat is the point of view I would ask you, Sir, to take 
into consideration. 

f « 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, May I jioint out that 
motion No. 233 })ro])os(*s to criticise the general ])olicy of rrovornmeut 
intcrfei’eiice with legitimate and peaceful demoustrat ions and meetings 
and not with refcu'cmcc' to •any matter of uroput jmblic importance, 
whereas adjournment motions an‘ mcnint to relate to matters of definite 
and urgcuit public ini])ortance. sjiecific matters mentioned in 

motion No. 23-‘l are iiu'ant^only for^i general discussion whicdi is quite 
a ditlereTitciiuatier. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI; Sir, as one who had occasion to lie* present 
at the meetings 1 can inform the House that there were two sections of 
the people' oii^ ^ wliic'h* did not accord ap])roval to the action of the 
o^her s^ietion vvliicli were" for the time being in jiossession of the bouse. 
There was some ijolmal owing to the threatening attitude* from the side 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, you are going intp the merits of the case. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: ISir, the whole Question before 
you, in my suWissiou, is this — ran we in (Hsoussing the items of the 
police budget get an opjiort unity of expressing oih* considered opinion 
and of coming*to a definite decision on the (piestion which Mr. Hasheuiy 
proposes to raisoby this mot 1014 y 

That. is the specific definite master which it is proposed to place 
for the verdict of the House. In Regard io the motion which 
Mr. Hashemy i>r()jK>ses Iq move,^ fhat, 1 submit, most respectfully, 
cannot |)ossibly be itclviev/^d bf fli.scu.ving any cut n^itioiy which has 
been talilt^d under Phlic^ budget . ‘So, the llon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazim- 
nddin’s point loses wjiolely • its importaiU'C when we find that that 
purpose will not be achieved b\ any discussftm on Police budget, the 
purpo.‘'e.. Wvhich lias be'“ni ('h'aiUy laid down in the rule governing a^J 
adjournn’ient motioi*. 

> . , , 

Mr. SPEAKER: W]iat“s;bne.t motion No. Pltty 

• 

Mr. SANT08H>, KUMAR BASU; Kven in tUit case it would not 
jjive the House an opport units ot oi\iii^ its verdict on the specifii' 
i'^sue whi(di*i^ sought to bo raised.' hether this House should be 
j^iven sucJi an opportunity Hmt is the wlij^ilo ])oint ; and tlie whole 
])urpo?e of the adjoin nment ntolion fails if w(‘ base to fall back upon 
a motion with legard to the general policy of the Police Department. 
1 , therefore, a])peal to sou, Si?*, in tin* name of this Legislature to 
lijdiold its lights and prisileges because once for all you will give the 
'lerdict as to whether the Legislature ('an be called upon to give its 
M'rdict on a mattm' which (uicromhes upon the private rights and civil 
liberties of the jipople. • ^ 

Khan Sahib Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: I suhmit that 
this matter should he discussed on the floor of this House because wo 
want to*place on record the grievances we liave. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think it is a very 
imiKirtant issue wliiidi lias been raised lieiiaus'e it will nvike a jirecedent 
in regard to the future policy” to be adopted in connection with adjourn- 
ment motions. T suhmit that the fundamental principle of an adjourn- 
ment motion is to give the Tiegislature pow(*rs to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public ini])ortance when it cipinot l>e discussed by any 
other mean.s. I submit further that under any of**the cut motions 
which you ha^ve just now read out this (juestion can specifically be 
raised, and the Speaker can say that this cut motion may he taken as 
a censure motion, and that if it is cariied, it w'ill have the effect oi a 
censure motion which means more than carrying an ad^vrrjiijment 
motion. * 
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Apart from* the question of* budget cut motions, I maintain that 
wl^en the House brings in a matter of urgei^t public ifnportance, the 
House can discuss 4t by other methods such as a resolution. Even 
in such a case, an adjournment moiion should^ noif be ^Iqwe^ because 
the lime of this House is limited, and wjthin that limited space of time 
it has got to transact a vast amount of business. On the other hand, 
if adjournment motions are allowed on every incident that taJes place 
— and evei’v incident can be clas.<«Mid as a definite matter of uigent 
public imjKjrtance — there is no Hj)eciftc definttioij qf ^vvhat urgiut [)iil>lic 
importan<;e* is, il being puiely a (pKjstion of byniicyi — (hen in^that case 
it will ]>e difficult to caii’v on the normal busfness*of the House, 

• 

» Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: i nfoit.rmi telv I he ^iqiy^er has 
given such a tuiri as P) raise (lie (piestion of ])Tivjiege^ of this House. 

I must resj>e('t fully submit Jhat if \ou in ygui wis(J()]rr^ think that the 
su^'gestion of Mr. llaslHuux comes within* ^l^e four*cormirs of a motion 
for adjouninient , then as the p?otector of the right,*? and ])rivi]eges of 
this *1 louse' and of e^'{^r\ individiial menil>e?' — uhetluM’ we agiee with 
Mr. llashemy or not--#it jf member of this House (femaiids a motir)n of 
adjournment, to be moNed and if ^th(‘ rules for the coiiducj of bu'^iiiess 
ai'e not again, st him, I submit it is the duty of the (dmir to juotect our 
rights as he thinks best. 'Fherefore I wpuld most humblv and respect- 
fully leave it to your decision. 


Mr. SPEAKER: This is a \(‘r\ important ouestion on wliicli I 
In^ve had th(‘ advantage of healing more than tlie usual number of 
menibeis whom 1 heai’ on an a<l journment motion «)f this nature. The 
ITotih' DepartiAmt 1ms accepted •the res]K)nsibility for the action of 
the Police. Though I flo not think that the policy of (Tovernmeiit is 
the snm(' thing as an individual action of a immiber of a department, 
in this instance, of a member of the Police Department, but as (Govern- 
ment has accejited responsTbilit \ for this individual action of jf (lovein- 
ment s(>rvant, I have got to pioceed on that basis, although 1 do 
ilefinitely think that there should be a clear line*of demarcation between 
an iiiTlividual il tiori 4ind tJlje geiienj |K)licv of (Government. 1 refei to 
that, becailjse it may affect a future issue#l>et u een an individual atlion 
of an offii’er of (Govern nieut ami the policy of Government as a whole. 
Personally 1 think there should be a clear line of demarcation between 
individual acts and the question of policy of (Government. As in this 
particular case^Go\ eminent has taken the res])onsibility for the indivi- 
ihial act of a Police officer, it is not nece.ssary for me to go beyond 
that. I have only leferred to that in older to guard ’against future 
issues. 

Tbs&'^i*H,his is a motion which wants to have an adjournment of the 
House. An adjournment motion is therefore .a motion of a restrictive 
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<;haructer whi(*h wants to obstruct the rlormal pri)ceeiliiif?s of the House, 
while it is the*(kity oi the SpeaRer to ^ee that the normal proceeilin^^s 
are very rig’oiously cairied on. I do admit tl!at it is u matter ot urgent 
public iiniMirtiwice, Jiiit I do not think that every matter ot urgent 
public iih})oftance is ne\*essarily a* subject-matter ol an adjournment 
motion. Within the sco])e of the relies a.s well as within tlie scojie of 
the conw^ntions whicli are followed not only here but also outside this 
country, the Speaker has been ^ivei\ a j^'reat latitude. 1 do arlmit that 
the (jiiestion in vieyj* of the’issue which has been raised affects the civil 
libeities of the jieople iind that there ‘niiiidit be a repetition of that 
incident. ‘But I' ha\> to' use my di.M'ietion as to whethei’ in spite of 
that ] have to yidmit a motion or not, and I have also to consider 
whether a motion of tins character can be ilisitussed under the Police, 
Bud^'eti i\vv definite opinion is that the matter can be disimssed to-’ 
morrow under 'ho, Police Bud^^et, and I am quite* ])repared to ^dve 
facilities to Mr. HAskemy to move any mo. ion as his own raisiii}*’ the 
definite specific issue invoKed. 1 have no conti-ol as to how such a 
motion can be moved, but it T iind that the is.sue involved canm.H be 
raised, I W'ill him an ojiport unity of a^ain «’f\in”- a notic'e of his 
motion when 1 will consider the matter further. But 1 sa\ that the 
oppoitunity is Mieie for Mr. Ilashemy to take up the (juestion of an> 
Siiecific })oi,nt in le^-ard to tin* Police Budo-et which is comino up tc»- 
luorrovv . 

! 

Babu SHYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: 1 beo to move that the 
demand of IN. dt), 12,000 be reduced by IN. 100. 

(The member spoke in Benjiali in suppoi't of lii.s motion.) 


Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou Will ha\<* to’biiii<^‘ \oui speech* to a close in 
2 minutes, as ] •.hall now call iqion the TIon’bli* Reviuiue ^^inistcr to 
rejdy seeing that there is hardly any time left. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCd ROY: .Mi Spcnki i. Sir. 

] list* to oppose the motion Tin* bon'lile mover sec'ius to be under a 
very wrnno- impression tnat tJoveinmeni indisoriminateU assumo ibaif^e 
of estates under the Point ol AVa;ds witluMt ah;\ ib joe or rcnison. 
Estates under the Point of Mairds, .Sir, may be Generally divided into 
two o'loups, estates of minors, female.',, lunatics and pei soils who have 
been adjmlo’ed as incaipable ol mana^^irij^ their estates by a civil court 
and the second }>-rou]) is formed bv those who. on their ajiplicat ion, have 
got themselves declared as disqualified proprielois*.' '‘(Mr. Saniosh 
KrMAit B.asu : What about idiots who.se estates mav also be taken over 
by the Court Oi^ Wards N It may be that in the .second cla.ss there are 
persons who are holding high University degree.s as has been menJioned 
by my friend; there may he disipialified proprietors who arc Jii^Jding 
high positions^but that discjualification was or may have been tor other 
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factors than those mentioned hy my friend. (Mr. Santosh Ki m.\r 
Rasit : What ai'e those other factors'^) The other faotors may, for 
instance, be that tbs estiftes bfecame involved because of the general 
depression — yes, general depression. There are several* estates which 
had to be taken under the Couit V)t Wards, 'because they could not 
realise rent during the geneial depression. Now, it is to the interest 
of the j)iiblic that in many cases esiates should be taken ov#r under 
the ()our{ of Wards fo save theni^from ruin. (A vok’E : Why not 
save the tillers of the soil?) Actio^i is certainly ^oing to ^be taken 
to save the tilleTs of the soil. • 


Mr. SPEAKER; Don^t reply to iuterrn])tions, Sir Rijoy, otherwise 
Vf)!! will not be able to finish your speech* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY. PRASAD SINC41 ROyS SiTr, it is not the 

pi'dicy of Government as my friend believesklo assume charge of estates 
without discrimination. In fact, every case is veiy carefully scruti- 
nised by the Gollectoii' of the distiict, then b\ the (Jommissioner of the 
Division and also by Mie Board of Revenue before an estate is taken 
ovei*. And esbites are taken o\vi* by tlp» (V)njt of \%!Hids on Aery 
cogent ivasons mainly public. An estate has a public iTuiHutance ; it 
maintains <iuite a large number of cbj*rities It will be pre.i?idi(‘ial 
to the inteiests of the peasant?> and a blow to the lYovince as a whole 
if such estates are sold up by their cre<litors. That, Sir, is the general 
j)olicy which Governimuit ])ursue in assuming charg(' of estates under 
(h(‘ (V)urt of Wards, and it js not a fact that estates are taken o\er 
indisci'iminately as my friemls seem to think. With these words | 
o])pose the nn^ion. 

The amendment of IVibu Slnama Rrosad Barman that the demand r)f 
Rs. dt),l 2, ()()() b(‘ induced by Rs. 10() was put and lo.st. 

Then the main demand that a sum ol R>. dfi, 1 2,()t)0 be granted for 
eNpenditure under the head “7.- Land Re\enue” was jmt an*! nnreed 
to. 


Mr. SPi^AKER. 1 Illicit say that to-juoiiow tlie first item will be 
the short-nbtice motion of Mr. Jalaluddin TInshemy, which relates to 
police measuies in ('alcutta and is identical with motion No. 211. In 
that motion he will raise s])ecifically the issue on which he wanted to 
move an adjouj^iiiuent motion to-day. 

" Now, 1 .shall announce the .seating arrangements which will come 
into foice fi-om to-morrow. The block “A’’ to my 'right will be 
occupied by the Hon’ble Ministers; and then the next two blocks, 
inVlml^the seats in the front (now occupied by the Hon’ble Minis’ 
tersT^ belong to the entire Coalition Group. The nei^t block where 
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Mr. Hasan Ali and Mr. Jalaliiddin'HtsHenay are now^sitting will be* 
reserved for tbe Scheduled Oasfe members and ftie members of the 
United Nationalist Party. The European Group w*ill sit where they 
are now sitting. TJie Proja Party will shift to-morrow to where 
Mr. J. C. Gupta is sitting now. ‘The Labour members will remain 
where they are. The Congress ‘Gr 9 up will also remain where they 
are. I h^pe all the groups will kindly note these changes, and I would 
request the Leaders and Whips of the different parties to give me a 
plan of the sitting arrangements of their members within their respec- 
tive blocks within two or three days. } also hope memVrs will kindly 
help me with this, heK^ante I find it very difficult to recognize the faces 
and call out the names I am quite prepared to help the members in- 
my own W'ay, but T leave it to their option to arrange theii' seats withi/») 
the 8ch:r.:c T have mapped ouc. 

V 

I shall now adjourn the House till ^1-45 p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjaurnment. 


Th'' House was then adjou’ued till 3-45 p.m. on Tuesday, the 24tb. 
day of August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



[24th Aho., 


Proceedings of Ae B/ng^ Legislative Asfeflnbly assembled 
under the provisions of Government of India Act, 1*635. 

** ‘ ‘ 

The Assemuly met in the Assembly, House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 24th August, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present. 

Mr. Speaker (Hk* Iloiulble Klian Bahadur M.‘ Azi/un II vot e, c.i.e.) 
in the Chaid, tlie eleven Ilon’ble Ministers and members^ 


, STARRED QUESTIONS 

% • ' 

(to which oral e^wers were given] 

Debt Settlement bfffcers. « 

•78. Mr. JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-ojjerative Credit and Ilural Indebt- 
eHness Department be ])leased to stat(‘ whetluu* it. is a fact that several 
retired Govenynent olhcials have been appointed as Debt Settlement 
Officers In connection with the newl\ tornied Debt Settlement Boards 
in Bengali 

{by If the answer to {a) is in the atfirniative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to si * e the juunes and ages of these olficers and 
the posts they held previously with their jiresent pay and the pensions 
they are drawing? • 

(c) Wyi tlit^ Hon’ble ^Elinister Be pleased to state whether the posts 
were advoAised? 

(d) If the ansAver to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(/.) why the posts were not advertised; and 

(//) what are the reasons for giving preference to retired officers? 

it not a fact that qualified young men are available for 
appointment to these posts? 



1937.] 


QUESTIONS. 


481 


MINItTER in charge of CO.OPERMIV| CRfDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEIINE88 DEPARTMENT (the t^ifHile Mr. Mukunda Behary 

MUllick):«, .(a) Sis Ijptirect Government officer# havti been so apjminted. 

(b) A statement ns laid on the table. 

(o)^ No. 

(d) ^') The posts are teinjmrarv and advertisements -are not 
required. • 

• • • ' • 

(n) No pret’erenoe cbrfi saifi lo liaw be(‘n shown trf retired officers 
as 57 3 'oiiirg men •wa^’e recruited simultaneously. 


(e) It is expected that qualified ^oun*^ mrn will be available for^ 
any such adjlitional p5sts. • 

• • 

Statfmenl rejet^ed fo t}y> answer fo starred question Xo. 7S. 


• 





NanuN. 

I’o'-t.s prt‘\i()usl> h<‘ld * 

rn'Hcnt • 

Ih'ii.sions 

Ago. 

i 

• 

gay • 


• • 

• * 


Kh (1. 


(!) Khan Saliili Abdiir llaliinan 

Jii'pi (’for ot S( hoolh 

125 

252 0 

• 5(1 

Khag 





(2) Babu Jyotish Chandra 
Sinha • 

District Sub-Rcuisfrnr 

125 

173 h 

50 

(3) Babu Nulini Kanta Bi^uai 

Ins]M‘rt<>r of I’olnc 

125 

150 U 

55 

(4) Maulvi B \\ , M Abdur 

t 

Sub-J)cpul\ C(dlt Ctor 

1 

12.5 

50 0 

Not kiKAvn. 

lUhinun 




(5) Maulvi Ta&kinuddui Ahmed 

Distrift Sub-RcKihtrar 

125 

4)m J 

Ditto • 

(C) Maulvi Gholan. Akbur 

Khas Tashildar 

• 

125 

Nil^ 

50 


Dr, H, C, MUKHERJI: With ref(‘ience to answer (d)(ii), will the 
Hon’ble Minister ])e pleased to stat(* wii(‘ther at the time when these 
six retired* Government office! s weie aj)i)oint(Ml *the services ot‘ j)roperly 
qualified young men were a\ a liable and it so why weie they not aj>jH)int- 
ed? 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I unilerstaud 

it was necessary for Government to make immediate ai)pointments and 
these officers were appointed because they were readily available. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: What is the untf^lying policy 
of appointing retired Government officers as Debt Settlement Officers? 

The Hon’Me^Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I hav^ ak 
ready answered that Government wanted men immediately, auwt^^that 
as the retired officers were available they were appointed. 

12 
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Khan Sahib Mauivi 8. ABCUfi RAUF: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware find Nalini Karda Biswas is afl Honorary Magistrate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIOK: Sir, I am 
not awaie. , 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: F< 0 ' liow' many yoai^ have these ]/Osts been 
cieated ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA >BEHARY Ml’LLICK: They were 
<*reafe(l since the establishmeid iA the Ibiards. 

'I , 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI; My question is foi' how many are the 
posts to be (“.ontiniied ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; That has 

not yi‘t be(‘n (h‘( i<h*d. , 


A Member: Are we to understand tliat in the ease of temporary 
aj)j»oii!tjnents no advertisements aj(‘ made at alh 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULL!CK: 1 eaimot say. 

Babu KSHETRA NATH SINCHA: Is it not a iaet that Babu 
Nalini Kaida Biswas was in the (\)*o})eiative Depaitment before his 
a j)poinl iiKud to the ])(‘bt Settlement office? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am sorry 
I do not know. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: If tin duration of these j)osts have not yet 
been settled, how is it that these are clashed as temporary? 

ThelSon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Because the 
Board is temporary, therefore these jx)sts must be teJii])orary also. 


Dr. H. C. MUKHFRJI; If the services of oT young men were 
available, how is it that six more were not available? 


Jhe Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: So far as the 

.young men are concerned, tliey were taken on the results of the 
Beng^ Civil Service Examination. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order: The H(Arble*«Miiii8ter has already 
rejilied in answer Jo the ]>revio\is <iuestion that aiipointiiients were 
made on the lesnlts ot 4he lle^pil IJivil Seiviee Examinations. 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Was the list of persons who 
succeeded at tlie competitive examination exhai^sted by apptfintinj^ 57 
youn^- men necessitating' the appointlnent ot retired Oovernment ohii'ials 
wlio were nearing- th^ ajpe gf G04^ . 


The Hon’ble*Mt. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; 1 

aware of tliese details. * • 


am not 


Mr.*ADDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: Will not .the Oovernment be 
held responsiblcfini case these jiost^ aie abolished and the \oiing' men 
are tliiown out of viyidoynleirt r' . • ^ 




The Hon’ble*Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: fliese 

appointments liave Jieen made on a tempoiarv and this fact is 

known to every one of the candidates. * 


Flooding of certain areas in the suburbs of Calcutta. * 

• • 

>78A. Babu TfACENDRA NATH SEN: (») Jh tiu- Ilon'bio 
Ministei’ in chaiyi* of tlo' Ihihlii' Health and Local S(df-Oovernment 
Department aware — 

(?) that a lai^e liaet of land neai the Bull^ganj and Dhakurifi 
Kailway station’s is now under water; ^ 

(/?) that the aiea of the same w'ould be about 25 square miles; 

{III) that the \\lioh‘ of tin* Kasha Load liom a few ytirds off the 
Ball \ gall] station eastwai'd is under water; 

(?r) tiiat the water ha> leaidied and o\eiTlooded the courtyards of 
the residential houses of the jieojde theie; 

(?’) that the water i** stagnant and is about 4 ft. on the Kaslia Koad 
and emits nauseating stewdi; • * % 

(r?) that the consei vaiicy Vork in that area has been rendeied im- 
possilile ; 

(ri?) that typhoid, cholera, malaria and baeillary dysentery and 
other wateidioine and zymotk* diseases are ajijirehended ; 

(mit) that there has aliead\ been a large number of such ca’ses in 
the afea; 

(ix) that a portion of thi.« area is under the Tollygunj Municipality 
and about 20 square miles area is under the 24-Ba?giyia8 
District Board ; 
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(a;) that no'sleps have hitheiHo'heeu taken either by the Tollygunj 
Municipality, the 24-Pargahas District Board,* or the Local 
Board aiid‘ Govirninent to de-water 4he area ; 
ixi) that this coiidiHon is due to the silting up^of th^ Bidyadhari ; 
iyXii) that tlie peo])le in the atlected ‘area are finding it extremely 
inconvenient even to cook their daily food; 

(./'//) that tin* ])e()j)|e in tlie alfected area are finding it extremely 
existence of water inshhi the huts and tlie couityard of the 
houses ; and . , , , ’ ’ * 

(xiv) that stre(‘t hydrants are umho’ watei tlufi the diink'ing water 
su])p]y has been coinpbdcly cut 'otf in that area!*' 

(h) AVill the linn’ble M'nistto' cousnlei- tlie desiiabibt.y- of < taking 
any steps to ameliorate the condition ot tjils area for the 
int(‘r('sl of th(‘ pc(^J)le living theiein!-' , 


• 

MINISTER in ch^rge< of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF. 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bic MauSvi Sued Nausher 
Ali): (a) 

(i) Yes, on a<'count <d‘ heavy namsoon lain. 

(//) and (/,/•) Tli(‘ estimated ai(*a is about lb s(|uaie miles, of whi(di 
aliout 2 s(juare miles are within t!ie Tollygunj Municipality, 
tin* lemaininy aiea beinj^ within the jurl'^d icl ion of the 24- 
1‘arganas District Boaid. 

(///) Lp lo^ about one-fouith <d a inib' ca^'l of the Ballygunj Kaii- 
wa\ station.,, 

(//') Y(‘s; in many houst‘S in the flooded area. 

( 7 ') The depth of tht\ watei', whi<*h is stagnant, varies from I foot 
to 4 ft. on the Kasha Hoad. The stench is bad in some 
places. 

^7’/) Conservancy work in the area has naturally become difficult, 
*(but the municipal authorities aie doing their best in the 
circumstances. 

yvil) Yes; but steps are being taken by the municipal authorities 
against such outbreaks under the guidance of the Public 
HesPh Depat tment of Government. 

(viii) No such case has yet been brought to my notice. 

(xi) Yes. 

** (xti) Yes, in some cases. 

(xiii) I have no* information that there has been any case of casualty. 
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(xiv) Street hydrants have in som^ cases been raiSed to a higher 
lewl and the nozzles *of some hj^drants are still above level; 
but I admit that there is a great rislc-of contamination of 
the* watej’ supply. 

• 

(a) (x) and {h). I can assui*e the Hon’ble Member that the whole 
matter Js receiving my most earnest consideration. As soon as the 
information regarding the flooding caiije to myciotice, 1 had* a confer- 
ence conyened on friday last of ajl the ofliceis and authorities concern- 
ed, and a copy of the dvcisidu?^ rea<died at tliat cc^ifereiice, which 
appeared 'ill the.foyfli of a Press Xote on Saturday last is laid on the 
table for the information of ‘the llon'lde Member. 

• . * * . 

On Sunday morni*jg I mysejf in comjmny with my llon'ble coHeaguf^ 
in chatge ^f»'Communications and Works, visittal the flooded area in 
Tangra, Dhappi^ ii^id Kasha, W(‘ were aecom})anied by the Diiector 
of Public Health' .the (Hii^f Kngineei-,. Inigation I)ej)ai tnumt , t he ^ 
Chief Engineer, I’ublic iMilth Depaitmeut, the District Magistrate, 
24-Parganas, the f'liairman, Tollyguijj Municipality, and the Diainagt* 
Engineer, Calcutta .Coi porat ion, and tin* lesiil^* of our ins]>ectior» 
generally confiiined tlu‘ \H'\\s winch \\(‘n* ('Xju'(‘ssed at tlu* confeieiice 
held oil last. The g¥avit> oi# the situation is undeniable, but, 

at the sauie time, Ooxeinmeyit as well as the Municipality ^ind the 
Distrii^t Hoard aie jiow ei less as^egaids taking immediate steps to relieve 
the tiooding, in view ot the unanimous ojomon of the engineming 
expei'ls that owing to the silting up of the Pidyadhaii livto', no ridief 
by gravit\ flow is possibh' and that the only othei alteiiiative, nanud\, 
piimjiiiig out th(' water is also impiacticable until after the c(*ssati<ai 
of the monsoon, when it»-may be jKtssibh' to isolate tlu' homestc'ad 
aieas within the Tollygunj Muniidjfality by th(‘ coiisfiuction of an 
embankment tlnui to de-wat<‘r tln‘ area by puyijiing the watio' into a 
suitabh' ihannel. I have, howevei, diiected the District Magistiatt* 
to tak<' ste])s loithwith to advise the inhabitants oi this area to move 
temporai’ily to higher lands, and to submit *piopu>als to (iovcjimieiit 
for the erection of tmnporary (piaiteis on whati'vei high lands might, 
be available for his puyiose. 

On the (jiie^tion oi salt*miaids to^jublic hi'fihh. f lun^‘ been as*ure(l 
by the Chairman of the Tollygunj ^lunicijiality that h(‘ is donig evcoy- 
thing possible in this diiection and that the Municipality has aheady 
sanctioned a special grant of Ks. oJHH) foi- this puipose. I ha\e 
instructed the Director of Public Health to keep himself in constant 
touch with the municipal authoriti(‘s and the f^iainnanff )isti ict Boaid, 
and to render all jiossible assistance to them in taking measuies foi 
the prevention ot outbreak of epidemic* diseases in the aiea concerned. 
The Assistant Diiector of Ihiblic Health in charge of the Presidenc;y 
Circle, an Assistant Surgeon and thiee Sub-Assistant Suigewy! l^ave 
b<!en placed oi^ special duty to attend to this matter.' 
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My Hon’bleV.olleaprue lias alsfc directed the Chief Engineer, Irriga- 
tion Department, to prepare as soon possible, a scheme for draining 
this area effectively. As f^i>on as su<-h a scheme is submitted to Govern- 
ment, it will receive their most careful consideration. • 

# 

* 

Press •^Note referred to in the ansicer to clmtses (a) (x) and {h). 

In connection with ^the comjilaint's ?vhich liaye» Iteen broug'ht to the 
notice of Government during the last few days vg^^arding flooding of 
certain areas within the Tollygunj Municiphlity '‘aiul its neighbour- 
hood, a conference was hfld on l^Viday morning' in Writers’ Buildings, 
(Calcutta, at the instance f)f the llon’ble Minister, Loc^al Self-Govern- 
ment Department. ' ' , j * ‘ 

i * 

2. Those pres('nt included — < ^ ^ 

,(1) Mr. G. S. Dutt, I.C.S., Secretary, Ibiblic ITt^alth and Local 

Self-Gnve|;nment Dejiact ment, 

(2) Mr. M. 0. (hhten, I.C.S, Di.tiict :\lagishht(‘, 24-rargana.. 

(d) Mr. T. A. Curry, Chief .Engim*(‘;', lirigation U'part nient , 

(4) 'Mr. E. (\ Griffin, Chief Kngin(M}r, Public Health D'‘i)art ment, 

(5) Tit.-t'^ol. A. (h Chattei'je<', l.M.fs., Dii(‘ctoi , of Public Health, 

(G) The Chief E:^(‘cutive Officer, Calcutta (’orporat inn, 

(7) The Chief Engine(‘r, Calcutta Corpoiation, 

< (8) Tin* Cdiainnan, District Board, 2-1-Paiagaus, 

(9) The phairmafi, Tedlygunj unicijlality, 

(10) Ml'. S. C. Majumdar, Su])eiintending EngiiU'er, Tn-igation 

Department,* 

(11) Bai Girish ChamHa Sen Bahadur. Deputy Se(‘retary, Hublic 

Health and Eo(*al Self-Goveinment Dejiai tnieut . , 

3. As a result of discussion, it was ascntanied that water had 
accumulated Tn an' artui 'cov(‘ring « about Hi sep miles ^\ithin the Tolly- 
gunj MuhVcipality, Boincheetola union bviard, Haltoo union board and 
a large ])ortiou of khas mahal land in the ruial area of the 24-Parganas. 
The accumula'tion of water had been taking plai'c every yeai‘ for the 
last 10 or 11 \ears. The natural drainage outlet for this ac'cumulation 
was the Bidnulhari river, but unfortunately this liver had for some 
years been steadily silting up until the water level had now risen so 
liigh that water could no longer flow off into that liver. The accumula- 
tion -of water has become progressively worse in nceut years in propor- 
tion lUL the Bidyadhari river has deterioiated. The situation now is 
that since relief by gravity flow is no longer jxissible, th^ only practical 
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method of disposing of this flooding by piiinping "v^ter into what- 
ever channel re available. At the present tiimc, the only channel so 
available for receiving this pumping discharge is fhe Calcutta Corpora- 
tion’s storm-water cl^annel which is already ovci-loaded. For the same 
reason, namely, ^the det^iioiatjon of the Hidyadhaii river, the other 
low areas to the east and south-east of tliis area are also inundated to 
a considgrable depth. 

4. The inundation this year has ])een worse oft account of the heavy 

monsoon rainfall atn^ the conditions liave been sucli that all drainage 
channels and pumping .inslallaridns air already <»ver\forked. It was 
unanimousTy agrecA hliat, in these (“iri'iimstances no immt'diale relief 
was possible, and that .there* *was no other ayeinative than to advise 
the people who are tlug worst aflei'ted to <*onsider the feasibilitv of theii» 
removirfg. li^ms^dves^temporarily to (iuart(M's on liigher lands. * 

5. The Fngifte^’s present suggested that from the engint'ering point 

of view, the ojily possible ^/ay of giving belief would be. after tlw*--* 
cessation of tlie igonsoon, to isolate the homestead aiea within #tlie 
lollygunj Municipality ])y tin* constiuction of ;^n (‘inbankmeiit and 
tlien to de-water suel^ area by i>umping into the sform-water channel of 
the Calc'utta ^Coi'poration. 

The District ^lagistiate <d the ‘^^4-Paiganas has umb'i taken , to (*xa- 
riiine tke question as to how t*lp' (ost of ('onstriuding and maintaining 
such an embankmeftt could be financed. 

f). The Engineers present unanimously of oi)inion that flu* 

flooding was done by the vatei from the ( alcutta ('ojporation area 
was not coi’i'ect. The main leason foi' the flooding was tin* heav;< 

monsoon rainfall thi^ year* and obstiuction to its natuial run-off. 

♦ 

It w'as ])ointed out that under the E. D. R.nlway tlo'K* ai(' tw'o 
culverts between the (Jth mile near Jadavpur*and the (laiia bridge 
and three other <uherts between the Dhakuiia railway station and 
the Gill inile. M ati'r flows from the ea'-t t^i the west thioiigh the 
former two cuhiots and thence from the west to the east thiough the 
latter three culveits ami thus adds to the cong«*slion in the Panclianan- 
gram area. It would leduce flooding iii these aieas if these culvmts 

were temp<n‘arily closed. • * • * 

• 

7. It was agreed that when ])i. l)(‘y\ (jiitfall scheme comes into 

operation, this aiea will Ire linl«‘d with tin* subuibufi storm-water 
channel of the Calcutta Corporation, into which all drainage accumula- 
tion wdll pass. * 

8. The Director of Public Health has made recommendations re- 
garding the steps to bo taken to ensure safety of public health in the 
area affected and to prevent the outlueak of epidemic diseases wdthii; 
the Tollygunj Municipal area. The Chairman of the 'Mlygynj 
Municipality hes promised to carry out these recomhiendations. 
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Rai HAREORA NATH CHAU-DHURI; With reference to answer 
(a) (x) and (/;), viz., to isolate the hofnestead areas by tke construction 
of an embankment alid tljitoi to de-water the ai*ea by pumping’, why were 
no steps taken before the monsoon set in? , 

I 

The Hon’ble MAULVI SYED NAU8HER ALI: The flood this 
year is somewhat unprecedented. No doubt there was flooding in the 
past, but it was never* known that floodinj^ would take such an unusual 
dimension this year. Stj far as the. raisinf^ of an embaiikmtgit is con- 
cerned, it was *primari'iy tlie c*;ncern' of th^ lochl authorities. Govern- 
ment have now realised the seriousness of the siOiation an'd they are 
takings all possible steps ^to see that the local authorities do the needful 
*as early as possible. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Wl^af has been done 
•.*”itb lepresentat ions inade^'ffom tlie Tolfy^^anj M‘ainci|jal area during^ 
thefJast tbiee oi’ four yeais? 

« 

The Hon’ble Mauivi &YED NAUSHER ALI:' I am not aware of 
such i(‘pj'(‘S('iitations. , , t * 

Mr, ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: Is it not a tint that m Tangi'a 
five of tb(‘ culv(*j’ts on the Gor])oration road have been closed so that 
winter from that area cannot pass through with tlie result that the 
inhabitants are in gi’eat danger? 

I 

The Hon’ble Mauivi SYED IjAUSHER ALI: No doubt some cul- 

V(‘rts hav(* been (dosed on the load as a piotc'ction ayainst the water 
coming into tlie area* of tin' (hihmtta ( V>i jioj at ion . Fiom what we 
know to be the position thcii* it is a dcdiatable point a^ to wliether the 
Corporation was justifiml in doing so or not. , 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: lias the matter been 
brotight to the ii(\tice of Corjioi i’t ion authorities? 

* ** 

The Hon’ble Mauivi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Tt will be brought 
to the notict' of the Corporation. 

p « 

Mf. RASIK LAL BISWAS; Will (lie (ioveiiunent lieiir tlie eost 
of renioviil (o hiH:li land- nf iiilialiilaiils of (lie afl’ecfeil area in Tolly- 
jjiiiij? 

The Hon'ble Mauivi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I t^iuk not. 
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Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA OA&: In view of the alarming situation 
at Tangra, will the GovernmeiJt ask the (forporation to reopen the 
culverts ? 

• 

The'HoA’ble MaulvbSYED NAU8HER ALI; I think aovermueut 
will not be juslified in asking the Coropoiatiou to do so without first 
ascertaining the real state .of things. 

. Mr. fANTOSH KUMAR BA80: Will llic Tloirblc Minister be 
pleased to stale whefher wxitei-!t)^ging jn Calciwtta is aiiy the less with- 
out water coming f^)in outside ar^as? 

Mfi SPEAKER ! ^ Order, order: that (piestioii does not arise. 


unsxArred questions 

(to wjlich answers were laid on table) 

Ekfienditure on hHI exodus during summer, 1937. 

• 

22.* Mr. ANUJKUL CHAMDRA DAS: Will the ITon ble Minister 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state th(‘ exiamditure 
incurred by (jovernnient in counection willi tlie visit of members of 
Government and tlieir staff to Darjeeling during the summer of 19-17 P 


MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarker): About Ks. 4(i,000^ 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Donv mu< b oi this Ks. 40, 000 
was for *1110 journeys of the Mini.-teih and Irm mm h foi' those of the 
staff? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I ^lant uotii^e. 


River Titash in Tippera. 

23. Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: {a} the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and Woiks ( Iirigation) 
Department aware — 

(i) that the river Titash in the district of Tippera is^the ^only 
drainage for the subdivision of Brahmaftbaria; 


V 
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(ii) that the heel of the riveHhas silted near Akhaura, an important 
jule oeiitre, in fhe subdivisibn of Brahmanbarta, to the loss 
and inoon,tenieiiC(‘ to the jute business and general traffic; 

and • 

# 

{Hi) that representations for th« re-excavations of, the bed of the 
river have been made by, th^ people as well as by the Assam- 
^ Bengal llailway Company Tiiinifed and jute companies at 
Akhaura? • 

{h) Is the IJon ’hie .Minister consi/Jcring. the* cresirability of taking 
steps to make the river navigable throughout the year?, 

MINISTER in chargfb of COMMUNICATIONS *and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris dhandra^ Mandy, of 
fCasimbazar): {a) Yes! r * ' 

(h) The subject of the f^'Uing in the T^’tash riv/^i.-, in the Braliman- 
l)aria subdivision, has been under observaTion and investigation for 
some time past. The main difficuljy is that the flow ni the Titash river 
is lield uj) by the hf^h water level in the Meghna river. Dredging 
in the Titash river, south of Akhaura, will not only be very costly, 
but its eflect M'ill not last long imd the benefit therefroVn* will not be 

commem*.urate with the large cost incurred. ' 

. • 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Was any expert appointed to 
enquire into th(‘ subject of silting up of the river Tjtash? 

« The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY of Kasimbazar: 

1 do not think so. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA MATH DATTA: AVith refei ence to answer (6) 
is tin* statement made tlienun bastal on tlie o])inion of experts. 

The Hon’ble MaharaJa'SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It i^ based on the o]uuion of the experts in our service. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: is it not a contradictory state- 
meiii on fffe I)art of the Hon’ble Minister to say that no expert was 
aiiiiointed and tlnm again to say that the statement is based on the opin- 
ions of experts? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, Order: The question does not arise. You 
wanted to know whether exp<‘rts were appointed and to that the reply 
was that no a]ipointments were made. To your next question the reply 
is that the opinion is l)ased on the experience of departmental experts. 
Tticre is therefore no contradictory statement on the part of the Hon’ble 
Minister. * 
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Breaches in the Gooipti embanknjent, Tippera. 

24. Mr. DHIRENDrtA NATH DATTA; («)• Will the Honble 
Minister .in ichai ^o *of the Ooniiiumieations and Works (Irrigation) 
Department be pleased to statf — 

(i ) many breaches, in the (loointi embankment ot the district 
of Tippera liave occurred since the enibankments have been 

. declared, public ambankpient under the Bengal Embankment 
Act, 1882; if ml • 

« ^ • 

(ii) the extent *of ili'e loss cau.sed therein r* 

• • • 

{})) Js tlie ll(»n’b]e^^linister«a\\ are tliat some jiorlion ot tlie embank* 
meni on ‘tlie noi'tb the river (loomti m iiot nmftitained either by th^ 
Government or lA ^le Tripura Uai autliorities i" 

. . • / . • 

(r) Is it a* tact tliat in" s])ite ot tlie re]>resentations made by the 
people and as weiras by the tenure-holders no (‘ftective stejis have fteen 
taken to notity tbe;»(^ poitions as the ])ublic eml^fnkment? 

UJ) T s tl^^^llon'ble Minister aware that there have Ix'cn breuidies 
in that portion of the embaiik’ment in*every \ear causing immeiise loss 
to the^agriculturists and to 1*!]e tenure-holders who (‘ontribute to tho 
cost of the mainteifance ot the embankment? 

(c) Does the Ilon’ble Minister contem])late taking inniiediate and 
elective steps to lelieve the peojile from the constant floods due to the 
breaches in the Goointi embankment? • 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RIS CHAUDRA NANDY, Kasimbazar: 

{(I ) (/) The embankment on the right bank ot ihe Goomti ti’om village 
Golabari to village Solanal, a length of about 11 miles, and the embank- 
ment on the left bank from village Katak-Bazar to village Kansanagor, 
a length ot abfuit 21 miles, in thana Comilla, were taken charge ot by 
Government tor maintenance in the >ear 11120. 

A statement showing the number ot bre^icdies ,whi(^i oceurreM in 
this portion of the embankmejit since that time is placed oniJhe table. 

(ii) As noted in column b (>^ the statement. ^ 

(h) Yes. 

(c) Yes. It is not intended to take over this porfif)n of eigbank- 
ment as its maintenance would be harmful to the T’ornilla Protective 

Embankment (left) which protecds the important town of Gomilla. 

• 

(d) I have no detailed information about the breaches in Jhe non- 
Government portion of the embankment. 
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(e) Construction of an escsLpe on the Goomti bank with the object 
of disposing of a portion f>f the flood and giving some reiief to the area 
affected, is under consideration. » 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (d) (^) of unstarred questio7i 
No. 24, showing the nurnbet of breaches which occured in the Government 
portion of the Goomti Embankment since 1920, 


J)ato. 

Place wliere ]>reatli 

1 occured '' 

Mileage 

^ Bank. 

Extent of damafre caused by the 
brcacli. 

8-10-22 

All Kliar Char 

nth 

U’i\ 

Not known. 


After 192*e there wu« no breach in tin* iM»rtj()n of emimnkinent maintained by Government till tiie 
<year 1029. 


,9-6-29 

Kantlialiu 

13th 

Left 

1 DaniHRc to ‘.M^rops was consi* 
t rahlc 1ml the boll benefited 

n-0-29 

Subarriaj.ur 

3rd 

KlKht 

J ak 1 p oduced Kood aman crops 
lal -r on 

‘.8-H3 

itattiabati 

bh 

BiKht' 

The breach did not cause much 
darnanc to crops and was closed 
aftei the flood subsided 

23-0-4 

nift.. . 

i 

7tli ' . 

Bmhl 

No damafre as (he breach was 
cI(«^cd promj.tlA 

14-8-3:. 

nmnuria 

01 h 

KikIO 

Tlie current throuKli th(‘ breach was 
imniediate^'v , controlled bv con- 
st rui'iliiK a f( niporury nns bund. 
'I'he damage was slight 

10-8-30 

Aralura 

91 h 

l.cfl* 

No ilaniage * 

20-0-37 

Hunichandra|.in 

lOtli 

1 

hell 

No damage as the breach was 
miinediateh ( losed 


Mr. DHtRENDRA NATH DATTA: With leb uenci* to answer {d), 
IS tlu‘ flon’lde Minister awan' that a jiortion ot th(‘ einliankinent was 
nniintairn'd by the Tiipura Baj? 


The Hon’ble Maharlija SR IS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar : 

I think so. 


Special Officers, Debt Conciliaticn Boards. 

25. r^r. SHAH SYED GOLAM SARWAR HOSAINI; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtednes.s Department l>e jdeased to state — 

(/') whether tliere ave any retired otHcials of (Tovernment employed 
' as Especial Officers in connection with the Debt Conciliation 
Boards; and 

OO if so, their number and the posts from which they retired? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK,: (i) Yes. 
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(u) Six. One Sub-Deputy CollectJr, one Inspectoi* of Schools, 2 
District Sub-Bejristrars, one Injector of Ilr>lice and anotlier Khas 
Tahsildar and Settlement* Revenue Officer. • 

• 

Khan Saheb f/iau\y\ 9. ABQUR ROUF: Is the ilon'ble ^finister 
aware that there is a strong' public leoling ag:ainst the appointmeut of 
retired (iovernment officials^ 

The mn’ble Mi*. MUKUNDi} BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am not 

a\^are, Sir^ 


Amendment of thc^ Agricultural Debtors Act. 

26. Mauivi M^^IZUDDIN CHOUDHURY : Will the Hon me 

Minister in cliarge the f'yoj)erative ('iMM^t and Rural Tndi'btedness 
])ej)artinent be pleased to sfale \\lu‘ther ( ioveininent inltuid anieiuyng 
the Agricultural Debtors Act \\itl» a vaew to i>ring' within its o])eiation 
the liabiliti(‘s oi the* debtor^ to the (.’o-o])era^ive»Societi(Csy 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUADA BINARY MULLICK: l)(d)ts due 
to C o-(4)eratiYe Societies are alteadv within the scope of the Act. Such 
debts are not loumi among' an\ of the excluded liabilities ('numerated 
in item {(S’) of section 2. No sindi amendni(*nl i^, th(*i'(‘fore, calli'd for. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon ble Ministc'r auari* that theie i"^ 
ii s])ecial jirovision in tlu' Ag'i'icultural Dcbtoi's Act that jx'ojde, having' 
(b'bts in co-ojierative banks, will not •be pt‘nuitt('d to afply to l)(*b1s 
Setllenient Hoards Milhout obtaining j»re\ ions jierniission from the 
Registrar of Co-ojierative S<»cieties'' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am sorry, 
my Hon’ble fyiend is wrong; there is no such provision. 

Operation to the BengaJ Agricultural Debttfrs Act* 1935. 

27. Mauivi JONAB All MAJUMDAR: {„} Ls. the Iton ble 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department aware of the delay in giving full »nd prony)^ operation to 
the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act, 193oP 

(h) is the Hon’ ble Minister aware — 

(i) that some 24 ordinary Debt Settlement Boards were declared 
to be formed under section 3 (2) of the B^gal Agricultural 
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Debtors Act in the Hajiganj Circle in the district of Tippera 
as published i4 the Calcutta Gazette of the 39th July, 1936; 
and / i’ # 

(ii) that the first sittings of those boards as* requh-ed under sub- 
rule (i) of rule 3 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Rules 
were delayed till the first' week of December, 1936? 

o 

{c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that notices under section 34 of 
the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Agt were. in a large nunibe,r of cases 
rejected by some civil" courts in the "Chandpur 'subdivision on grounds 
of mere formalities and technicalities? ^ 

{(1) If the answer t6 {h) is in the alhrmative, will the Hon’ble 
^Minister be i)leased to state the number of cases in whicl^the^ notices 
'under section 34 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors htA issudd by the 
Debt Setllemeni Boards of the Hajiganj Circle rc rejected by the 
— civil courts of (diandjuii- uj) tb the 3()ih Af.ril, I93< ? 

\e) Are tlie Government considering the desirability of setting up 
a sjiecial Debt Settl^V‘(^ld Board in the Hajiganj Circle in Ihe 33’ppera 
district invested with jioVers under section 7 of the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act, 1935? * • 

(f) Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleitsed to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing tor tlie jieu-iod between the 30th JmIv. 193(i, and the 
10th ot December, 103(), for Chandpiir subdivision of Tippera — 

(/) nion(*y suits (small caus<‘ coui't ami rent) decreed; and 
" (//) sales held? 

The Hon’ble Mr. f^UKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) I am 

not aware ot any avoidable delay in giving full and ])roini)t operation 
to the Act. 

(6) (t) Yes. 

{ii') Yes, in 14 cases; there was unavoidable delay in supplying 
forms prescri^‘ed under (he rules, the printing of which involved more 
time thaudiad been anticipated, l^he nec^essary forms were not received 
in Tippera till November, after which first sittings of boards were 
arranged. 

(c) Yes, in several cases; but I am not aware of the reasons for 
their findings^ « 

(d) 149. 

(c) Yes; as soon as formal proposals are received from local 
duthorities. 

\f) (/) 5,208 >and {ii) 847. 
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A M^mbor: Is the Jioulile Mittilter aware that iiksoiue rases the 
first sittings were not held eveu«after a mon^‘r 

The Hon’hje Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 do not think 
I have anything further, to add to the answer I have given. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: U» Is the llon’ble Minister 

aware tliat certain Mahajaiis take interest on tln^ir rainial in Hhe sliape 
of agricultural produced 

The Hon’ble /A r.« MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am afraid 

that question does not arise cvut of the main question. 

• • • 

Maylviil|DUL HAKIM: • (In Bengali) Will the Debt Settlement 
Boards be ronifteten^ to decide settlement of such dcdits? 

* I* 

Mr. SPEAKER*:* ThaU not a (juesfion for eliciting information, 
but one of legal (ti)inion. • 


Debt Settlement Boards. 

28.* Mauivi MD. ISRAlt*: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the ( o-(f|)eiative Creiiit and Kural 1 ndebl(*dness Department 
be pleased to stale — 

(/) the nunibei ot ai)pli<-ations received u]> to the ‘itlth .lune, 11)37, 
by th(‘ Debt Set I lemiMit Boards; and • 

{in the total amount claimed by the ere<litors in thos^* apjilieations ? 

{h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware (d the^fact that th(‘ ordinary 
boards have not been invested with powers under sections !l {:!} and 

13 (2) of the Agricultural Debtors Actl^ 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the afiirmative, do the (Government 
contemplate* to vest these boards with the jiower under tin* sail] 
sections ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUYiDA BEHARY MULLICK:”* (a) The 

infonnation required is being collected and a rej)l_\ willjie given when 
this is available. 

{b) and (c) Government are prepared, and mtend, tq invest ordinary 
boards with powers under sections 9 (2) and 13 (2) as and whefi local 
officers send theft* recommendations; and instructions to this effect have 
been issued. One hundred and forty-one ordinary boards in 8 di^ytricts 
have already been invested with power under section 9 (2). Of these, 

14 have been empowered under section 13 (2) as we^. 
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Matfivi MUHAMMAD ISRAEL: When will this information be 
available? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I have already 
stated in the answer that as soon as it is available I shall inform my 
hon’ble friend about it? 

MauUi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: With reference to answer (b) 
and (c), will tlie ITorride Minisier kindly state tbe names of the districts 
he nders tor 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I want 
notice. 

Difficulty of the agriculturists to secure loan owing lo the enforcement 
of the Agricultural Debtors Act. 

29. Mr. CHARJ,^ CHANDRA ROY; {a) >Wi]l the llon’ble 
*]VIinister in chaise of the (’o-o])erativ(‘ ('redit and Ihiral Indebtedness 
])e])ar<nient })e |)lease<j to state whether hr is in jiossessioji i)f any report 
showing that the working* of the Debt Settlement Boards has not 
adversely affected the work of the civil Courts in the districts in wdiicli 
the Agricultural Debtors Act is in operation? 

{!)) Is the Hon’ble Minister awar(‘ that a large number of lawyers 
in th(‘ districts in wbieli tbe said boards are operating have been thrown 
out of employment? 

(<■) Is tbe TTon’ble ^finist(‘r aware that owing to tbe enforcement 
of tbe Agricultural Debtors Act the agriculturists themselves find it 
difficult to secure lr)ans in their dire necessity? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) No such 
report has been received. 

(b) and {c) No. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA; With reference to answer ( /), 
is it not a fact that on account of tbe working of the Debt Settlement 
Board, tlie agriculturists themselves have been suffering for not being 
able to secure loans? Has the Hon’hle Minister made an enquiry in 
that respect? 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: It has never 
been brought to my notice that such a thing has happened, but if my 
Lon ‘hie friend desires, I may make an enquiry. 
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Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA^ Did the Hon’blfc Minister think 
ij fit to mak^ an enquiry into The matter niter he got notice of this 
(juestion. • • % 

Mr. SPEAKER: Uwler, o^^ler: .] must make the ])ositi()n clear. A 
question is asked for the i)urpose of eliciting information, JUit if a 
member^ desires tliat on tlie basis of a certain statement an enquiry 
should be made, 1 think it is the duty of that m^nnher to write to that 
effect tojhe TTon'lJe ^Minister concerned. 

* • • • • . • • 

A Member: (InJTeng^ali) Willi refiMcnce to answtM* {<■) , may J know 

till' source of liis information^ 

• • 

Th9Ho»!J)le Mr. MUKUNbA BEHARY MULLICK: I nm sonv. 

Sii'. 1 never 

• • 

• • 

Sections. 26C and 26 F of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

30. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY QHOFUDHURY: Will the 
lion’ble Miinster in charge of the Jtevenne Department be })leased to 
lay on the table a statement sbowing*for each \ear lor the jieriod from 
td 193(;.;f7-- ’ 

(I) the numb(^L’ of transfers of holdings under section ‘2(i(' of the 
Bengal Tenancy A(*l ; and 

(?/) the number of cases in which the right of pre-emption under 
section 2GF of tlie Bmigal 1Vnanc,\ Act was exercised b^ 
tlie landlords.^ •• 


MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (/) The information is tmt readily avail- 
able. It is being collected but this v>ill take some time'. The inff)rma- 
tioii. whAi available, will be supjdied. 

(it) A statement is laid on the table. 

• 

Statement referred to in the anstrer to eJavse \n) 'nn-^tarred question 

* 1^0. SO, 

Number of i^ases in which the right of pre-emption uiiTler section 2GF 
of the ffengal Tenancy Act w^as exercised by the landlords — 


1932- 33 

1933- 34- 

1934- 33 

1935- 36 

1936- 37 


13 


... 1,052 

987 

... 1,168 
... 1,776 
. 2,257* 
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MR. BIRENORA KISHORE*RAY CflOUOHURY: May 1 have 

the names of districts wbef e flie right of pre-emption was not exercised 
by tbe landlords ? f 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I wani notkt . 


Amount spent for the restriction of jute cultivation. 

31. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Will the Hon l>le Minisler 
ill charge of Ihe Agricnltiire and Tndu.slries liciiartuient he ]deased to 
state — 

(/; the amount siieni for the restriction of jute cu^Mvaiioii in 
Bengal in (1) IDdd-do, and (2) UKl'i-dv';* and 

(//) the result of such nnvenieni? 

t 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hop’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (/) (1) Us. '>9,42() apiin.ximatelx and (2' IN. appioxi- 

inatidy. 

(//) Tin* iiKunher is leleried to the ^coniniuni([Ue ])u))li>he(l m 7th 
UctolxM', IJldti, a of which i.s jdamxl on the LihTtir\ table. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the II on'hle Minisler be jileased 
to stall* whether it is under contemplation <d (lONeinnu'nl to intii)duce 
some definiti* s_\stem of jute restriction with a ^iew to raise the juice 
of jute? 

The Hon’bte Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I wuuild ask tlie llon’ble Member to wuiit till 1 move the Agricultural 
Budget wdien 1 ])id])ose to place before the House a comprehensive 
scheme foi’ economic uplift. 


Appointments in the office of the District Magistrate and Collector, 

Jessore. 

32. Mr. RASIK LAL. BISWAS: (u) Will the Hou’hle Minister in 
cliargti of the'Ueveiiue I)e])aitment he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing since Jaiiuarv. 1942 — 

(/) tile iiiunher of appointments made by the District Magistrate 
and Collector of Jessore in tlie (It ministerial, (2) menial, 
and (31 Court of Ward’s service; and 
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(ii) the number appointed* for the* members of the tfeheduled castes 
with their (1) names •(‘J) dates oflappointment and (3) pre- 
sent pay? , 1 •, 

(b) Wlntl steps do liie (ioy‘rimieiit intend taking- towards reachinff 
the proportion o*f appointments ti) be ^iven to the selieduled <astesP 

(c) ]4o the ])re>(‘nt (TovcO'iiment rontemjilate any eban^j^e in ]be policy 
of the ])revions (Tovernment with j(‘^ard to tlft‘ appointment of the 
scheduled castes irt Uovei nlnen^ serviceN? 


The Hon’ble Sir BKIOY t>RASAD SINGH ROY: loi A statenuMit 

is placed on tin' tabb^. • * 

v ^ 

(h) No turt|^e^^tej)s l^eyofol tlioM* taken in (io\ernment Order 
No. 9898 A., dateif tli(‘ ^^ptembto-, 1^8^ (of wInCb a co|>\ is plat‘ed 
on tbe table), ^ire conlenipbtted at ])n‘S(Mit. 

(r) No. 


Slniemvni rrrd /o In (h> (msw>r (o rjaiisr (o) (/) <tn<J (it) of nnsiurrml 
• qu^^stion Xo. -TJ. 


Clerical ,ip|inmtmeiit>, niai]< 
.l.umiirv 


^lliet 


i Menial iit^ made \p|iiiiittim nt^ imxle 

' ^iMK l.um.in \\ ards' MTS K 1 ' '■iin 

111 !J 


1(1 Cdiill 


III 


Total 
mimla I 
of 

a|)[Ktmt- 

meiit'i 


I 


N MIlllii I ,»li]ioillt< d Oil t ill 
mi mill Fh oi t|i< liediili d 
I !i>ti \Mlti tli( ir (I ) fiaim ■«. 
(2) dat( ' of .ippomi men* 
.uid (d) present pa\ 


i*‘ ’Iota) 
niimliei 
ol 

.ippomt- 

meiits 


\iimln 1 

a)ipomledloi i 
I In mi mill ol 
t lie* SI liednii d 
east! . with Oieir 
(I) nami s (2) 
ilati. ot 
.ippomt ment 
and Cl) pn si nt 
paN 


'I otal 
immliei 

ol 

appomt- 

•ments 


-TT 


Permanent. 


Nnmlii I appmnti d tioni 
tiff mi mill Is III I lie 
^(ludnled easti^ uilli 
On II ( 1 ) names, ( j) dati s 
III appointment and 
(.11 present pa\ 


.Tadii .\alli llisWUs appoint- 
ed probationer on flie 
7th October, ]»H0. in the 
scale of Hs :i:,-3.'', 40- - 

4 2— OS ;i 2- SO 


i4;i 


1 llndbiswar Sardui, 
a|>piiinfed as a pnih 
Hn till lid .tianb, 
llMlt.jit IN n pi r 
men.si'r 

2 tla/airi Sardar, 

ap])oiiitiil as a pmk 
am till I4tli Mav, 

19:1(1, at ItK (1 J*i 1 

mensem 

3 Abli()\ Cliaraii 

IIIkwhs, apiMdnted 
• hi J9:i:i on IN. (j je r 
mensem • 

(Itabu dnaiieiidra >'utli 
Sikdar, a membt r 
of the scheduled 

eastes, wan apiKiInteil 
an a elerk ori*Rs. 30 
on the 2nd Auguaf, 
19:i.'>, l| 4 |t, he Hiib- 

w'lpietitly resitffted) 
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Clerical apix)intin<;nt« made «lnce 
January, 

,l[emal appointments made 
since Jaouary/1932. 

Appointments made to Court of 
Wards’ serriceL since January, 
1932, 

1 

Total 

number 

of 

appoint- 

meutH 

Number up|K)inled for Ihe 
iiieinberH of (In- ncbeduled 
eaaf^H wjfh Ibeir (I) iiainea, 
(2) daleh of appointment 
and (3) preBenl pa> 

'J’otal 

number 

of 

appoint- 

ments. 

Number 
apiioint.ed for 
tke memkers of 
tho scheduled 
castes with their 
(1) names, (2) 
dates of 
appointment 
and (3) present 
’ pay. 

f Total 
number 
of 

appoint- 

ments. 

Number appointod from 
tho members of the 
scheduled castes with 
their (1) names, (2) dates 
of appointment and 
(3) present pay. 

81 

<> 

1 iJabu (liriHli CJmndru 
Mallik upp<iinted t<-mj»o- \ 
rary < lerk on JtH 3r> per 
nioiiMem from 4fb Jiih, 
J93(l Appoint iiient baa 
aln>H<lv eejiHed 

2 llaltti Jadij Natli Ibswas 

uppoiuled t<‘nijioiar.\ 

eleik (»li Hs .j.'i pel 

niejHi'iii lioiii tile loth 
AuKu^t, 1U3(1 Sinei 

a])poiiit('il jirobatioiii i 

.3 Itabu Jtlilll<'ndt.t'^\atb 
Sikdar At (list iipjifliiit - 
III tempoiHi.\ ell rk on ’ 
Its 2.'! per nieiiM^ni 
on tbe 2nd ,lanuai\, 
15*37 Appointment .since 
( ban«ed to job and 
eontiaet late clerk (('i.sk 
lte\iibiation Oepait- 

nienf ) 

4 Babn .fatindra Xutb 
Bbakta appointed tein- 
jiorary clerk on Its. 3:') 
])or meiiBom ou the Otti 
Afirll, 1937 (continuing) 

llabii lijM'iiilia Niitb 
Das apiKiintcd tempo- 
rnt.\ clerk on Its Jlfi per 
nieiiseni bn the 9tb A|)ril 

1 937 (1 ontinumg) 

ti llabii LakBbnian Cbanbra 
J)aH appoint ed t einporary 
clerk on Its 3.'> jxu 
mensem on the 4th 
August, 1937 (eontlnn- 
iuK). 

I'ernpi 

34 

i 

1 

nary. 

Nil 

a 

11 

c 

Nil 

s 


,n.„i >cfrrrf(l to ni the aoMi'cr to rhuse {b) of unstarred 

(jucstion \o. ,'}2. 

lOVERNMENT OE BENGAL. 

A ri’OIK TM KNT Dkpaktmknt. 

\ ppoiniment. 

Art‘in()ran(l\im No. 9898A. 

Calcutta, fbe 21st September ^ 1936. 
Jn Appointment Department memoraiHliim Nos. 3540-8554A., dated 
the 28th April, R^3l, it was stated that Government wer^ in favour of 
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I 

encouraging education among the backward jlasses by making provision 
for their employment to a reasonable extent |i ministerial appointments 
and announced certain nteasures which had been iftlopted with that end 
in view^ ^h^ nunfber of suitable candidates from those classes being 
small, percentages coufd not •be ])rescribo(l for all areas and districts 
but it was ordered that in Faridpur. and Hakarganj at least one out of 
every ttree non-Muhammddan va(‘ancies should, as an experimental 
measure, be filled by candidates belonging to* the backward classes. 
With ^gard to •otjier an'as, Jli^trict OtiiciTs and other apjiointing 
authorities Avere dinn-tcd to look oi^t fof and <‘Ucourage*candidates irom 
backw^ard (dassc'S Especially where' they formed a large projtoriion of 
the non-Muhamniadaii* ])i)pu]atiou ami to Mi4)iuit returns sliowing the 
progress made from* year to ^(‘ar. In (iovernment Ordi'r Nos. 107f- 
1085A%-Tl!>Vti‘d ^he s?lst dune, l!)-»o, lh(‘ \\or4s “minority con muiT- 
ities and backwjfr^ (dasses’’ were substituted for tht‘ words “bacd^Axard 
classes” Avli(‘reve?*t4iey oc(/irt*d in AppoTntment Department nn'ino- 
randum of tin* iiStli April, 1931, and tin* list attached to that ii^’iuo- 
randum uas replaced by one winch i.s base<l i^ainly on the list id 
Scheduled Casti's showti in ( loveraiinent lt<*Mjut}!)n No. 915A.Il., dat(’d 
the 28th Deci'inhei , I!): i4. as "ub^ccuicntly amended, with (‘ertiiin 
additions. • • 

2. # Tlies(; ord(*rs lia\c noxf^bcoti in force for fi\c \ears and tiovern- 
ment have recentlf n'viewcd the position. I'or this pui[)osc the ri'tuins 
r(*ceived during the (*xf)cr iincntal jrcriod have* Ik'imi examined and the 
view’s o| th<‘ (hjinmi.ssioiK'is of Divisions obtained rc'garding the sujiply 
of suitable candidates from tin* backward (dasscs for minist(*rial ap]>oint- 
nu'iits and the advisability of ext(‘nding the sxstem of reservation Ic) 
other districts. While results \ary c(prsid(‘iably from dis4ri(“t to district, 
(xoAernment aie satisfied that good (aiididates from tin* backwai'd 
(das.ses arc axailahle The\ ai(* aUo inipi-esscd *1)\ tin* fact that all such 
(candidates hitherto ajrpointed have been found fit loi ( onfirmat ion . 
There ai^*, therefore, good grounds for (*xt<‘iiding the system of r("^0!va- 
tion and Gcn’ernment have decided to (‘xtend the (‘Ib'ct of the orders of 

1931 in the following wax’’ — 

• 

Fifteen ja'i’ cent of the total lyimher oft\acaitcics 4n the disiricts 
of Dacia, Hiilthiim, Uuidwan. Khulna, Tessiu'c. Mflt shidabad , 
24-Parganas, Dakarganj and Faiidpur sliall he filled b\ members 
of tin* uiiriority communities and backward claEses and in tlie* 
districts of Kangpur, Dinajpur and Talpaiguri, a working rule 
shall be adopted under wdiich one canTlidate shiJl be re(^ruite(} 
from tlu*se classes and communities against e\ery four temporary 
vacancies provided ijualified (‘andidates are available. 

3. As regprd.s other areas and districts, the number of sifitalje 
candidates from minority communities and backward classes k)r nvnis- 
terial appointenent being^ still small. Government ati^ not prepared to 
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prescribe any definite per(,entages but. the general directions issued in 
1931 should he followed./ As then ordered, candidates Irom minority 
communities and backward classes possessing tne requisite qualifications 
for any ministerial appointment sliould not be rejected merely because 
other candidates have reached h hijfher standard.. A reasonable 
number inusl be appointed linden the usual conditions of probation. 
This preference sliould be extended only to admission to probation and 
not to confirmation after probation', and probationers from these com- 
munities and classes will be reipiired to reach the 'same statidard for 
confirmation as is ]»rescribed for ])i?<)bationers of other communities. 

4. Keturiis regarding recruitment of candidates from minority 
vonmiuniti(‘s and backward classes should continue to be submitted to 
tjoveriiment in th<‘‘,t'orm prescribed for the jiurpose .^^Appointment 
Department memorandum Nos. TOHO-TTOtlA. , dale. /I tbe 18th April, 
1032). 

•j. A revised list of minority communities and backward classes 
was cinuilated to alt jlepartments with memorandum Nos. 1071-1085- 
A. — 1)., dated the 21st Tuni', 1035. 


(4. P. Hogg, 

Chief Secretary to fJte (lorrritnieuf of lieufjal. 


MTi RA8IK LAL BISWAS: With relenuice to (<») and (/>), what 
Is the reason for not giving eti'ect to the percentage of apjiointmeuts for 
scheduled castf^s settled by (Tovernment in Mmiiorandnm No. 0898-A of 
21 st Sejitemlier, 103t)!'' 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (iovm’iiment have 
been ])ursuing the policy that has Ikhui laid down in that Memorandum. 
T do not know what has led the Hon’ble Membei- to infer .^liat Govern- 
mmit are not following that policy. 


Malaria in Mymensingh. 

33. Mr. BIRENDRA KISHORE RAY CHOUDHURY: {a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and liocal Self-Govern- 
ment Department aware of the outbreak of malaria in the district of 
Mymensingh P 

' (/>) If so, will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state the steps 
proposed' to he taken by Government for combating the spread of the 
disease? • 
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The Hon'bie Mauiwi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: (a) TVs. 

(b) A copy of the report of the DirectorV>f Public Health showing* 
the action that has already lieen taken by Government as well as by» 
the Diski(;h Board, and^furllier action that is proposed to be taken, is 
placed on tlie Idbrary table. 


Short l^tico Q 40 ttion. • 

• • • 

*553. Mr. SUftENDRAfAOHAN MAITRA: (<.) Will tho Rou ble 

Minister in clrtir^-e of*11ie FTonie (S]ie(ial ) ^leiuirtnient he ])leased to 
state--. 

. % * . • . * 

[i) whethei'*i^rs a fact that one of the jnisoners in the Andamans 

on liiin<if^-strik^ /has already (;xpired : 

(//) whether jt is also a fact that the condition ot four othtys is 
extremely f>rave; • ^ 

(??/) wliethm* ft is a tact that Sj. Sarat#(Miandra Bo.s(‘, tl»e leader 
(U'Jhe oiiiKisitioii in the ITouse, with two others desi)atched 
a tideoTain on the 17th instant, to the ('hief ('oninijssioner, 
Andamans, requesfjno* him to communicate his message to 
the huifger-strikers in the Andamans to susjiend their 
hunger-strikey 

(h) Will the Hon’hle Minister he jdeased to state whether the con- 
tents oi tile said telegrams hav<‘ been lommunicated to the hlmge^„ 
strikers ? 

{(-) li so, with what lesulty 

{(1) If not, why not? 

{() Is it a fact that the relatives of the prisoners are not supplied 
v\ith relevent informations even if they are willing to ])ay the cost? 

(/) Is not the rule or the practice that the relatives of the detenus 
will be kejit duly posted witli the conditions of hunger-shikms 

(f/) Is it a fact that Sj. Golaii Chandra SinghaT the fatlu^.of prison- 
er Sj, Ananta Singha sent a telegram to the Chief Commissioner of the 
Andamans requesting him to communicate his re(jiiest.to his son Sj. 
Ananta Singha to give up hunger-strike? 

(b) If so, have any steps been taken on t^at telegr^^m? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME (SPECIAL) DEPARTMENT (Thi 
Hon’bie Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) ; (a) (i) and (n)— The latest nnfy- 
mation received late last night is to the effect that two strikers ^ are 
seriously ill. •No deaths have been reported. 
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{a) (Hi) and (h ) — I have no information. 

(c) and {d) — Do not arise. 

{e) and (f ) — Relatives are informed if the condition of a convict 
gives cause for anxiety. 

* ' 

{(j) and (//) — T have no information. 

Mr. 8IBNATH ^ANNERJEE: May we have a copy of the 

question? Wc (tannol follow the answer unless a copy of thq (luestion 
is suppliml to u,s? 

Mr# SPEAKER: If^ members go tin pjitting questions after 
questions on short notice and want answers thec’eto on an emergent 
fl[iatter like this, it ^is not always jiossible to liave ^f'.e*j;ies .df such 
questions mad(‘ in time and (drciilate them aniohf^st members. If a 
member wants to know wh.it, a. particular f^uestipn, is, it is primarily 
the concern of that memhei' to (onsult the ntemher who has given notice 

of iV. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANbRA CUPTA: But the point, Mr. Speaker, 
is that the sliort-notice question has not b’ecm read out. What we want 
in regard to a short-notice is that it should be first read out, before 
the answer is given. AVo do not want siudi a (juestif'ii to be circulated. 

Mr. SPEAKER: AW right: Secretary will now jdease read out 
the (luestion and also the answer. 

(The Secretary read out the question as v/ell as tlie answer.) 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Does the Ilon’ble Minister 
make any distinction between deaths having taken place and deaths 
not having been reported? 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir, 1 have given 
what information is in my possession and as far as I know no death 
has taken place. 


Supidvnientanj Questions, 

Mf. SURENDRA MOHAN MAITRA. Sir, will the Hon'ble 

Minister be pleased to state whether he will communicate with the Chief 
Commissioner of the Andamans to ascertain whether this message has 
Ikeen communicated to the hunger-strikers or not? 


Tha Han’bla^KliivaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 will tfy to find out. 
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A member from the Congress Group: The Kon*ble Minister in 
answer to a ijuestion the olher^day said tlat the grievances of the 
hunger-strikers would be •looked into after tne stWke was over. May 
I know if thh iiifemiation has been communicated to the hunger- 
strikers ? 

The Mon^ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMuDDIN : I am not sure if this 
information has been communicated to the hunjiier-strikers. 

. . . . • 

A member from th*e Congress Group: WiW the Ifcn’ble Minister 
be pleased* to sta4e*wh'etjier the telegram sent by Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose has been ^withheld or ift)t? 

The*HoifMe Kit^aja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Bhave no iiiformatioit 
whether any teleS'lftni was sent by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose or not. 

• ^ . • 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Ministei be 
pleased to state whether the information which W received last night 
was direct from the Chief Commissioner of tfie jVndamans or through 
the Governnit^it of India — I^mean the information about the serious- 
illness of two hunger-strikers? 

The Hon’ble KlTwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A ('opy of tl)e wire waf^ 
sent by the Government of India. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Will the Hon ble Minister b« 
pleased to state wliether his assuiance that the grievances of the liunger- 
strikers will be taken into consideraflon if they abandon the hunger- 
strike has been communicated to the Goverrwnent of India by ilui 
Bengal Government ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN:* Whatever statement has 
been made by me in this House has been communicated to the Govern- 
ment of India. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is another short-notice question. I will 
now take it up. 


Short-notice starred question. 

*532. Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon ’ble. Minister in charge of Home (Special) Department been 
drawn to the Press report about the hunger-strike in the Berhampore 
Detention Camps ? ^ 
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(b) Ir thf* Hon’ble Minister considering: the desirability of making* 
a statement giving fulll particulars ' about hunger-strrkers including 
their number, and present condition? ‘ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MUD DIN'. Abou,t 250 detenus in 
Berhampore camj) have been on hunger-strike at various times since 
the 10th August. The number yesterday was about 200. tT am in- 
formed that there is cio special cause for anxiety with regard to any 

individual. . . ‘ 

, • 

^ • t 

A member from the Congress Group: Will the 'Ilon’bfe Minister 
be pleased to stale if tliQre is a rule whihh prevents the Commandants 
<r)f these Camps from giving any ])artjculars to*' the members of the 
4 )ublic. wlien such a situation occurs? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Str. NAZIMUDDIN: Tlw^y communicate with 
<iovernment and t Government give the information. 


DEMAND FOR QRANT. 

29— Police*. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On Ine recommenaaiion 
mf 11 is Excellency tlie Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Jls. 2, 00, 08, 000 he granted for expenditure under the head “29 — 
Police.” » 

In this connection 1 would like to state that this year there is a 
saving in the budget mi tlie Poli(‘e expenditure as (‘ompared with last 
year of Ks. 70,000 and last year there was a saving also of Es. 60,000. 
In two years a saving of^Es. 1,80,000 has been eflected. Besides that, 
from 1982-85 tliere wa.s actually an increase of expenditure every year 
by about Es. 8 lakhs. This was arrested in 1986-87 anti simie then 
economies have been effected which liave given hs a saving of Es. 60,000 
in one ytxir and Es,* 7O,0OO in antdher. Over and above this the pro- 
vincial revenues have got a relief to fhe extent of Es. 8,92,000 on 
account of the contributions made by the (lovernment for Eailway 
l^olice. As far as possible attempts are being made to reduce Police 
'expenditure and the obj Government appointed various committees to 
go into this Question of Poli(*,e expenditure. Those committees made 
recommendations which when full effect is given, wiU effect reduction 
in expenditure. Over and above that revised scale of salaries has been 
Mitio'duced for new entrants and when full effect is given (it will take 
^5ome time for the full effect to he felt) there will be a reduction of 
something like fis. 2 lakhs. 
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Before I eonehide I would like to state t^ie polity of this Govern- 
ment re^ardin^f recruitment in Ben^^l Roliee j|)f the ordinary eonatables 
excludin^r the armed hrarteli. In fiilnre ihe reenfitmenl will he con- 
fined to tjie Ijterate Bengal i>. So far as the Calcutta Police is concerned 
tlie ^ame ])rin( iph‘ will*lu‘ (dyvierved, snhjecj io tlie restriction that 
suitahlc men AU)uld he availahle ‘tor,the sjjccial needs of tlie (^ilcuttn 
police. ^Vith tlie^t' words I commend my motion to the accept ance of 
the House. 

Mr. 8ARAT .Q^fANDRA BOSC: Sir, max we know fioiu the 
Hon'hle Minister as to wludJier any of the recommendations of the 
committees referred »t(t l)y liini liave h(‘cn acted u]>on at all und^ 
secondly, hy^^iat time he expects that full clTcct will lu* o-iven to those 
recommendations • 

The Hon’bie KJiwaja Sfr NAZIMUDDIN: Most of those recom- 
imnuhitions have heen acce])t(‘d and >riven ctfect ^o. 

• • 

Mr. SYED* JALALUDDI/I HA^HEMY : 1 1m‘<>- leav(‘ to move 

item No. ^dl 1 which slaioh in th(‘ name of Mr. S. A. Gomes. Sir, you 
su^^’csfed this as an amendment to my adjournment motion notice of 
which 1 ”‘ave yeste*rday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You move (lio ameiidiiUMil . 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: 1 he»- to ^nove that the 
demand of Rs. 2,09,0<S,()00 under “29 — Police”^he reduced hy Rs. 100. 

With the inamjuratiori of ihoviiicial Aiitononiy in Ren^ml I expected 
and very jrijrlitly exi)ected that a chan^’e in thc^an^le of vision, a change 
in the outlook, a (diaiige in the mode and methods in the administiation, 
a new orientation in culture and tradition of tin* (lovernimuit and above 
all a (diange in the mentality of the Galcutta Police will come about. 
Of course it is idle to expect that a t hangc wfll cfune o\Wnight. But 
a change has come — a ( liaiige for the worse. The po.sition of ihe police 
lathi which was so long vertical has l)ecome horizontal^ now. It ia a 
change. Sir, during the civil disobedience movement of which 1 have 
got some experience ami in whudi I had tlu^ honour to participate. 
I had occasion to defy the law, to defy the authority of*l?lw with full 
sense of responsiliility. At that time I found that there were two courses 
left to the Police — htJn charge or no lathi charge; intervention or 
no intervention' there was no middle course left to the Police. Bui, 
Sir, now another change has come into the mentality of thti Police, 
that is an in^dious via piedia to interfere with tha ordinary civic 
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rights end duties of the ^citizen. At that time it was not difficult at 
all for US to understanclj the Police. ' They did everything under the 
garb of some authority— some judicial authority, and I have no grudge 
against any action of the Police. * 

Now, Sir, with my own eyes I saw* the lathi charges, and believe 
me when I say that most of the police officers of Calcutta who know 
me including Mr. Gordon had occasion to enter my room, when I was 
sleeping, with two revolvers in two hands and other police sergeants 
with torch lights in their hands. I had * no difficulty to understand 
that position. They did it with some authorityj-with judjcial autho- 
rity. But, Sir, the scene I witnessed the other dajCoh the 22nd August 
last was so shocking, so ^terrible, so untliinkabke that J cannot describe 
'it in words. It can better be imagined. .than described, I found to my 
surprise Mr. Robertsion, the Assistant Commissioner of^'olice, leading 
a procession inside the hall where the annual general meeting of the 
Bengal Presidency Moslem League was g'oing orMinder the presidency 
of |:jo less a man ilian Sir Syed Wazir Hassan, the e,r-Chief Judge of the 
Oudh (Jiief (k)urt. lie was followed by Mr. Tspahani and Comrade 
Abdur Jiahaman Siddi([ue and a large number of gentlemen — I will 
not call them hooligans and I will not use any strong terms to-day, 
Sir, my friend Comrade Abdur RhhamairiSiddique is a foreign politician 
and statesman of ro])ute having experience not only of Indian jtolitics 
but of ])olitics of Near East and tlie Continent tor. He will bear me 
out and many members of this House will bear me out wlien I say that 
the meeting was going on peacefully. The meeting was going on from 
2 p.m. to ^-45 p.m. — 

A voice: No. 

A friend says “no.” If I jun mistaken he will correct me. 

Sir, I will not say a word which is published in the daily vernacular 
“Azad,” I will quote some authority, I will quote a few lines from 
the (dean ])aper which )s more a journal than a new’sjiapei — I mean 
the “Star of India.” Not that it is a news, it is an authorised state- 
ment issued by the so-called elected Secretary of tin? Bengal Presidency 
Muflim League. -The statement is issued by Mr. Syed Badrudduja, 
said to i le the Secretary of the Bengal Presidency Muslim League. 
Therefore, Sir, it is an authorised statement in which he says: — 

“As soon as the President took the chair Molla Jan Md. raised a 
point of order drawing the attention of the President to the obstruc- 
tionist tactics adojded by some hired men at the gate who were forcibly 
preventing bona fide members of the League from talking part in the 
deliberations of the meeting. The President, however, turned a deaf 
ear to it. Mr. Shamsur Rahman again drew the attention of the chair 
to the conduct of the hooligans at the gate but the President refused 
to listen to his protest. At this stage the up-country nod-members who 
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were found occupying most of the seatJj in the house assuiiied'a threaten- 
ing attitude and created an unseejftly row. vA en the situation assumed 
alarming proportions, Mr.^Syed Badnidduja n^de itji earnest appeal to 
the President te take.a calm and dispassionate view of the situation and 
conduct ^he* proceeding^ in 04 orc^erly fashion consistent with the 
dignity of the League and exliorted the President in all seriousness to 
depute a j’espoiisihle ofhcer iif (he League at the gate to check the 
vagaries of the pf?ople posted there so that houo^fidc inenihers might 
get in; h]^t all appeals and ^entreaties were fruitless and the majority 
of the hona fide nienil)ers of tiie^Leiiguy had m* other jilternative but 
to leave tli^ llall.ag ^n enipiiatic pVote^^ and hold the meeting in the 
verandah under the presidfency.of Mr. Abdul Bari (one oi my colleagues 
in this House), Sii* when the meeting began — I must sav that it was, 
the annial gi^eral meeting of the Bengal Presidency Muslim Lwigue,^ 
invitation lettcis issued to the members and as jier rule only 

members weie alb'wed to eiitty into ih<' hall, and take })art in the pro- 
ceedings and at’cordnig to tJie rules meiiAiers wlio paid theii- annual 
subscrl])tions could * 101 x 0 ])art in tlie debate — it was brought to ^he 
notice of the Presidgnt Sir S\ed M"azir llassa^i*that some members 
had been left out, they were not allowed to en4er in. He at once asked 
the Secretar\«c4 tlic League Lt^'. B. AJimed to eiujuire into the matter 
and ]jut tlyng> aright. That was the only course for th(‘ President 
who caftie all the way from another ])rovince to Calcutta. The mem- 
bers wdio raised the f>oint of older left the meeting as a mark of protest 
and they say that they held another meeting of the Moslem League 
in the verandah. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oi del order. I am at laid we are not (amcerned 
with the internal econonis oi the Muslim licagiu*. We ^ire here con- 
cerned with the jiolice and I was expecting that some police would come 
in by this time but have not yet found anybody except Mr, Hobertson! 
(Laughter). 

• 

Mr. 8YEQ JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; To my surprise, Sir, I 
found Mr. Bobert.son entering the hall with a procession. Before that 
I found that 12 Indian constables and two seigeank hail been posted 
at the gate of the Dental HiUl at 114, Lower fbVular IL^d. I do 
not know under whose requisition those police ofiicers and constables 
were posted. Presimiably they were posted by the Piflice Lommis- 
sioner apprehending some breach of peace or as per usual practice of 
posting police officers at public meetings as is done in Utg Albert Hall 
or Town Hall. But it was not at all a ])ublic meeting; it was a meeting 
of the members of a certain association. We do not grudge police 
maintaining all possible order but there was no disorder at all. -The 
meeting began at 2 p.m. and fill on a sudden Mr. Robertson ^habbil} 
dressed with r^in-coftt nn — 
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Mfa SPEAKER* Order, order. I think you are not entitled to 
nuike a remark like that A the House. You are in a priYileg-ed position 
in this House but you should not east an aspersion of the nature you 
have made on a Government officer wlio is not -present ip the House. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY; Kir, my point was that 
he was 119 ! in uniform. Without any police hadp-e or uniform le entered 
the Hall and amon;r' the peoj)le ^ho followed him I found with my 
own eyes the two ”:entlemen whose names I hayje 'already mentioned, 
and they all bepiui to shout in a manner which I ^o not like io describe 
and waste the time of the House. There was no \:)ther course left to 
the President but to adjourn the ineetinp-. Siiv 1 })ersoually intervioied 
and asked Mt*. Robertson “Why and under wjiat circumstances and tor 
^hat leason you hav<! entered this Hall and are (Tea this .soit cd' 
disturbance^'’ Mr. Robertson rej)lied in presenccvtf many members 
“I hav(‘ hroupht these imn, who have eot their tickets with tliem.’’ 
I a^t onc(‘ retorted “Mr. l{ol)ertson, it is hot \our business to arro»*ate 
to yourself the duty of taking' the ticket of the members of the Mo-'lem 
League; there is no disorder here, unnecessarily wu are creating’ dis- 
order here and a^kinp’ the imunbers of tlu' League to vacate tlie Hall 
in which th(‘y are peacefully jcdniap’ in the deliberations ol Hie meetijif.!.’’ 
Still he insisted on dia^inp’ nnunbers out-sif tin- Hall. In the meant inu‘ 
the number of j>ersons swelled inside the Hall and it was im])ossibIe 
for ns to remain there and we had to leave tlie Hall under pres.-'iire of 
the police — he had with him an Jnspectoi' of Police-, a Sub-Inspector 
of Police and one or two seri^eauts. Sir, 1 have s(^en police enterin^^ 
'•ihe pi'ivate residence of gentlemen when soiin* associations were 
declared unlawful, when some meeting's were (kn lared unlawful, but 
the meeting' of ih(‘ Ben^nil Presidency Muslim League was not declared 
illep-al and there was ao disorder or a])prehension of disorder. As per 
the statement issued by the so-called Secretary of the liea^ue, it is 
evident that they left the meeting: hall and held another meeting in 
a place which is about halt a furlong off from the place where we had 
been— 

(At tliis skige .the House was adjourned tor 15 minutes.) 


" After Adjourhmvnt. 

M/. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I will be very brief 
and to the point. I would first of all put some (luestjons to the Home 
Minister and then I will finish my speech. 

* Assuming for a luomeiit that the report published in the newspapers 

thcKt the* doors were shut to some of the hona fide members, I have 
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already said that members entered and walked |traig‘ht to fhe hall. May 
I ask, Sir, who deputed these tA consta)^les ^nd two sergeants at the 
gate at 12 o’clock, and w^re not these men enouglf to maintain order 
and peace if ‘there* was any disorder. May I ask who deputed 
Mr. A. K. Robei;t8on to enter into the hall? AVas it the Deputy Com* 
missioner, the Commissioner ot l^)lice or the Home Member himself? 
May I ask who has taken tile responsibility (»f that particulai; otficer? 
May 1 ask in all seriousness whether.a breach of •the peace was appre- 
hended *t this Aiwival (lerieral Meeting- of the llengal Presidency 
Moslem League? Is ^t not a fact llpit the Home* Minister aj)prehended 
that the party h^ belongs to would be defeated at the nn'eiing, ami 
actuated by thaLaijprelieiision lie deputed Mr. Robertson to disperse the 
meeting? With regard to thi?* particular officer, I will not say any-* 
thing. *I*f o(^fhftiion arises, 1 will do so. I will no4 say anything about* 
the Colson-Gordoif d*ispute : I will not say a word about the conditions 
of Calcutta, about tl^'^Chim^se* d(‘n^, alxuit Hil' gambling dmis in Fatka- 
bazar, about the luxuirious motor cars of a particular officer. I will pot 
say that a jiarticular officer owns and uiaintains thj^ee or four houses in 
Calcutta. 1 will oifly say that if 1 am aske^l til tak(‘ charj^e of this 
portfolio ot hnv and order, I will at once forget all past things and party 
spirit, but I will not take the r(‘s])on^ibility of such an irresponsible 
officer jjho'does not caie for a%iy law or ord(‘r. May 1 mention by a 
jiassing reference tjiat Mr. A. K. Itobeilson was iinited hy some 
responsible memhei- of the Cabinet to go and dis]>(‘rse th(‘ meeting. May 
I suggest also that if this he ])ro\ed then w(* an* helpless heii*. It the 
Minister in charge of liow and Order takes this Nort of advantage on 
persons who are holding a^ lawful public meeting, we have' no other 
course but to resign our seats here and go away to our pillage homes 
and lead a peaceful life there. 1 must confess that if I give expression 
to my views to-da> on th(‘ floor of this House, 1 s%all ask for protection, 
as I care for my head, my life, iny propert\ and my honoui. If T do 
not get thy ])rotection, 1 must confess that eithijr I will have to vote in 
future against my conscience (»r I shall have to resign my seat. A few 
years ago I was removed from this House. Hut I rau.st confess that 
when I used to speak here I had no hesitation jn speaking against che- 
late Sir William Ibentice or Sir Hubert Reid, tlfe then Mfijil>er in 
charge of Jjaw’ and Order, because they forgot everything as soon as my 
speech or my obnervation was finished; they had no p(‘*’sonal grudge 
against me and 1 honestly criticised their action. Hut 1 feel great 
he.sitation to-day to pass any remarks against the lJ(^Cble Home 
Minister because you might have seen in the columns of newspapers — 
and I am sure the Press Officer knows it very well — a leaflet in which 
it is .said by one Maulana Abu Rezak Malihabadi that if anybody doe.s 
this he will be made “cool”. Some eight or ten persons, hooligans* 

entered the house and assaulted him. He has got one police ofB(*er*ta 

• # 
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protect him. want soin^ such jirotection, I want a sergeant by me to 
protect my bead, my life, m.y dignitys^and my prestige.* Is it possible 
for an individual ipembrfr of fJ^House to protect himself against the 
onslaught and vagaries of the'*^ police force. If the police force be let 
loose like this, our life is not woi;lh living. J would beg* the Hon^ble 
Minister in charge of ]jaw and Order, to forget once for all that he is a 
party man and tin'nk coolly the position. . In the provincial autonomy 
of which HO much lii^s l)een said, 1 do not think our lives are safe. I 
would ask my European friends through you, Sir, if.they had^ meeting 
ot the Itoiary Club or <f)f the I^irojiea-if Associati'on and if some members 
were sliiil out from that meeting, would they allow cMr. Rbbertson to 
enter that meeiingy I ^liink they will be upholding their honour and 
*will turn Mr. Robert son out from that meeting.^ Will any European 
Jn Eiigland or elsewheie tolerate tins rascality and ^j^ariefi of the 
police — certainly not. I ap])eal to every seetion*QL,f dhe House to con- 
sider this mattcu’. Jdie TTig{i (k)urt is tlure to re^i^edy any wrongs. It 
is not the busin(‘ss of Mr. Itolxutson or 'any police officer to take on 
hiAiself the powei- ot a jiulg(*. He has misused his power and he should 
he condemned hy e\*ipyone. If such a thing had%-been attempted at a 
meeting of tlu' Europ(‘{fn Association or of the Hengal Chamber of 
Hommeree, tlie police would md have been abh‘ to sa-\^(‘‘‘theii' heads. 
But we ])()or ])eople are bel]dess and it ^vas not ])ossible for‘u> to fight 
with a huge body of meu. Owing to fviy physical disability 1 want a 
sergeant to be posted near me every day from morning till 10 p.m. I 
may very justly claim this ])r()teetion from the HoiCble Home Minister. 
I would apiieal once for all to my European friends and all riglit-think- 
«ing members that if they bad su(*b an irregular entrance made to their 
meeting ball by ilie ])oliee, what would fbev bav(‘ done? Certainly I 
'think they would have tui'ued Mil Rohertson out ol the ball. Bui in this 
case it w’as tli(‘ Preside^d and I lie Si'ci-idarv who wc're turned out of the 
hall. 

Soinehody was tellifig me that T was after ehea]i popu'larity by 
voting for the Congress. Sir, it is not a (juesiion of cheap jiopularity. 
If it is for clieap iiopularity, T have jiaid liovvily for it. I had been 
arrested hy tl^e oTvlinary police*, the military police and the European 
sergeant T 'was an inmate of all central jails barring Dacca, and I 
ha\e been almost in all jails—ten di.strict jails and ten sub-jails. But 
nobody either* in the police department or in tin* jail department had 
any complaints against my behaviour. I have been always of good 
behaviour. Peering the days of the Civil Disobedience Movement, 
though some of the Congress members misused their powers, the police 
sergeants had nothing to complain of my conduct. 

dl„do ^rightly hope that the Hon ’hie Khwa ja Sir Nazimuddin will be 
Tpl^sed to recall the days of election when he went to my constituency. 
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Out of respect to his personality I reifrained {jom attending every meet- 
ing that was addressed by him/ I did also the same thing when the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlu[ Huq went«ii-A!* •, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr, Hashemy,. you are going much beyond your 
limits. 

Mr. tfVED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, J have aliuost'finished. 
• • • 

Mr. SPEAKER: tins is perhaps the ^jixth tiiike that I am hearing it. 

• • • 

Mr. 8YED JALALl/ODIM HA8HEMY:, Sir, one sentence more 
and I have finished. • In the statement written by the so-called Secret 
tary it is cle*s^^ stated that some members of the Moslem League enterec^ 
the Hall and prot^^^M. I do not understand why these two gentlemen, 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqyiend Mr. Hass^ji Ispahani took the protec- 
tion of the pblice and followed Mr. Robertson. Can any of these 
ffentlemen tell thJ^ House that they had been refused admis>i(fii — 
certainly not. Onl;^ when some people from tlie^fiutside uho N\ere not 
members and who had not received any ticlfets from the Association 
wanted adnfrtsion, they wer« refuserl admission. I presume that 
Mr. Robertson did not come wit^h any authority from the higher officials, 
but wifh a hint from outside, bwause if he had such authority he would 
have come in uniform — he came in evening dress. 

With these observations, Sir, I move my motion. 


Mauivi ABDUL BARI:, Sir, as rete?ence has been made of me by* 
my colleague Mr. Hashemy' and as one who was an eye-^vitness to tlie 
occurrences that took })lace on Saturday, the 22ud August, as one who 
w^as present there all along from J-dO p.m. right*up to 4 or 4-80 p.m. on 
that day, as one who was till that moment the Vice-President of the 
Muslim Teague, I deem it to be my duty not.only to myself, but also 
to the members of this House, as well as to the members of the larger 
public outside, and also to the police officer, to whom reference has been 
made, to speak a few words on this occasion. '^hen^Mr. pashemy rose 
to speak, I thought that it was an expression of gratitude, was an 
expression of thanksgiving on fiis part, that was going to be delivered; 
but when he was making a reference to Mr. Robertson I* was surprised 
that he was doing so not with a view to thank him but of simply making 
accusations and allegations against him. What I saw,^what I found, 
and what I think of it, is that had it not been for Mr. Ilobertsofi the 
heads of many petple would have been broken (Ironical cheers front the 
Congress benches), skulls of many people would have been broken„and 
it was only fot Mr. Robertson that the blood of many people wa^yof 
spilled on the floor of that hall. And, to-day what do we hear*fij(^ 
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Mr. Hashemy? We Leaf that :^r. Robertson's visit to the meeting 
was quite unauthorized and without purpose or rekson and only 
served to create disorder. If I may be permitted to say, Sir, I may &ay 
that the behaviour of Mr. Robertson .was most courteous and most 
orderly on that day, and nobody, could take*- any offence against his 
behaviour on that day. If it is the duty of the police to maintain 
peace, if it is the duty of the police to see that no breach of /he peace 
takes place, certainly fit was the duty of Mr. Robertson to go there and 
see that some people who were being threatened in that haU on that 
day were protected by the polite. Tlriat, Sir, is the true version of facts 
that 1 give to my friends in this House. I i|im also tsurprised to hear 
my friend Mr. Hashemy .making statements wipch are full of untruths, 
«half truths, facts distoited, contorted, and perverted. These are tlie 
/acts. 8o far as the general administration of tlie polipi»i*')'s cghcerned, 
I am not going- to say anything against the *s4ytementB made by 
Mr. Hashemy. It has nevef })een my good*f«rtune^tp have any opportun- 
ity of mixing with the j)oli(‘.e, particularly* with the (Calcutta })olice, as 
Mr. JIashemy has had. 1 have many things to say* against the district 
police, but this is mx* the occavsion for that. The«ouly point which 1 
want to harp upon and ‘speak upon is the incidents of the l^2nd of 
August, because that was a matter for which Mr. Hasht^ihy wanted to 
bring hn adjournment motion and on w)Hch he lias sjioken if good deal 
to-day. In his speeith, Sir, he has sjuifed nobody /o-day ; he has even 
hinted that the llou’ble Sir Nazimuddin was in some way connected 
wu’tli the visit of the police to the meeting on that day. Nobody in this 
House can say anything against Sir Nazimiiddin so faj- as th(‘ act> of 
Uhe 22nd August are concerned. Sir Nazimuddin has no concern with 
the Muslim League, ami it cannot be said tliat lie deputed any police 
officer to the meeting. Sir, if l am informed aright it was the Nawab 
of Ratanpur who requisitioned the services of the police (Ministerial 
cheers). TJiere are sojiie members of the Calcutta Corporation, who are 
also membei's of this legislature who leijuisitioued nut only the police 
but also the services of the durwans and motor-drivers ot the Corpoia- 
tiop and hud them j^osted with hithm in hand in ordei*^ to obstruct 
members of the Muslim League from enteriii'g the compound of the 
building. It’has hlso been complained, Sir, that the civic liberties of 
the people have been curtailed. If thaf is so, Sir, these civic liberties 
were curtailed not by Mr. Rol)ertsoii but by persons who engineered the 
meeting of that day. Civic liberties were curtailed in not allowing 
people to get into the meeting, and for this, Sir, who were responsible? 
I do ,not know 'if it is my friend Mr. Hashemy, who was present there, 
or my friends of the Krishak-Proja group, who are fitting over there, 
I do not know whether it was done by them, but what I know is that the 
^ivic liberties of the people were checked. Is there any difference 
between ‘the police and those people who want to curtail the liberties of 
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the people and debar them from entering the faceting" hall and take upon 
themselves the role of the guaraians of law and oj-der instead of allow- 
ing the Police, the Magistrates and Members of (Government to do so. 
(At this.8tage there were interruptions from the Opposition.) 

9 

Well, wait and I shall come to it. 

At about 1-30 p.m. myself, my friend Maulvi Abdul LatiT Biswas, 
who, 1 believe, will speak in this coiAiection, and* also Maulvi Sahedali, 
who is afso a memW gf the Let^gue, and others^ rode to the place in a 
taxi and l^iund that ihe iron gates of the building were kept under lock 
and key and that ttere \t*ere khree up-country men at the gate with big 
latlds in hand. • I as^ed tlie durwan to open tTie gates, but he asked nn^ 
whether wejiad tickets. I said that I was the Vice-President ot the 
Muslim Leiigu^ andj turtlier asked liim to (‘all ^he Secretary or any 
otlier person inasmSrdi as he ^^ould be able to identify me. Some ot my 
triends on receiving *this iivformation came out and permitted me to 
get in, as they kiiew me. But my companions Maulvi Abdul IJhtif 
Biswas and Maulvi Sahedali were not M1ow(m1 to in. 1 remon stinted 
with the members wGio were in cdiarge of the mffairs of the I^eague and 
then they we^:^ permitted to g^d. in — of course after about five minutes. 
There w’as also a large iiuitiher (if hona fide members of tin' kcagm* 
waiting outside at the gate onVhe optm pavement, and though it was 
raining and they wefe thoroughly dreni^hed, still th(‘ durwan at the gate 
was at his post jueveutiiig particular people from getting inside. After 
some time we found that Sir Waxir Hassan, to whom rctcrenc(‘ has Immui 
made by Mi', llasheiny, Sir Wazir llassan, an c.r-('hici dudg(‘ ot the.|^ 
Oudb Chief Court, and now tlie new-fangled friend of tlie Congress, 
finding himself iijiset in liis own provinut* of the TTnited PrCTvinces, where 
he could not convince the members of his own faith to come round to 
his new faith, came to preach his own faith here in Bengal, at this 
meeting. Sir, Bengal does not stand in need of a leader to be imported 
from the United Provinces. Here stands Mr. ‘A. K. Fazl-ul Huq, the 
acknowledged^leader of Muslim Bengal — not of Muslim Ifengal alone 
but of Bengal itself, the wlnde of it—and we do not require any otter 
leader, whether it be Sir Wazir Nassau or any ofherjKUsoif. Sir ^\^zir 
Hassan came accompanied by#the Nawab of Katanjiiir, wft4i some 
durwans also seated by him in tlie motor-car, and drove in. And what 
did we find? As we never had found in any previous meeting Sir, the 
whole bouse was packed with up-country Pesbwaris — they were mostly 
fruit-sellers of the Entally Market and the Corpol’ation markets. TJiese 
gentlemen were neA’er members of the League, but if they w’ere rc^cruiled 
as members of the* League only the day previous, I doubt if they paid 
their subscriptions at all. It was simply pre-organized from before that, 
they should be present there only to keep out the members of theiMuslim 
League and to have the Nawab of Ratanpur elected as the Preiident and 
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ifr. Haeheiny as ihe SecreVary. Whea we went there we fouid the hall 
was 4 )acjied and^ we , could not find an^' room anywhere even to stand 
there. We draw t*he PreBident^s attention "to the fact that a large 
number of the members of the Leagv|e/were being detained at. the gate 
and, were, not allowed to get in. My friend Mr. Hashemy has stated 
that the reply that Sir Wazir Uassan gave was to ask the Secretary to 
go to the gate and permit the gentlemen to'get in. I submil .«Sir, this 
reply is only a p&rversion of. truth. The statement made by 
Mr.. Hashemy is not in accordance^ vvitli the sta/.etnents published in 
the “Star of India”, ‘^'the Bashmatp^ “the Advapce”, or the “Amrita 
Bazar ^atrika”. Sir Wazir Hassan said that «it wa^ ifo part of his duty 
to inquire into the maitA- and that those gentlemen could apply to the 
'Council of the League who would give them reclress. Sir, was there 
‘tiny time to apply to the Council of the l^eagu^ and#^herer was the 
Council to be founds The meeting was ^oing to llt^linished in a short 
time and no redress ddratever was t6 be • -givoq. Then, ' Sir, 
Dri R. Ahmed, the Secretary of the League, who w^s sitting there, was 
appealed to go to tlv" gate and iiKiuire into the matter. 

t « 

Mr. 8IBNATH BAKERJEE: On a point of order, ^ Sir. Is the 
s])eak^r in order in discussing At length the internal economy rf the 
Muslim IveagueP , 

Mr. SPEAKER: Asa matter of fact, I have already ruled pointing 
out to Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy that any discussion of the internal 
economy of the Muslim League was not in order, but, unfortunately, he 
brought in so much of it in his speech that I feel that it is not fair to the 
other sections of the House, and particuilarly to those whose names have 
been mentioned, not to give them an opportunity of discussing that 
matter. «. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: On a point of information, Sir. Mr. Abdul 
Bari has stated in the course of his speech that he saw ML Sahedali 
there, I mean at the meeting. Does he mean me? * 

'^Mr. ABD^UL BARI i No, Sir, I did not mean the honourable member, 
but my 'friend sitting over there (the member indicated the rear). 

Then, Siis an appeal was made to Dr. R. Ahmed, the Secretary of 
the League, to go to the gate and ascertain whether the allegations we 
made were or not; He, too, Sir, did not respond. At that time a 
statement was made by one of us, Mr. Syed Badrudduja, whose name is 
not unknown anywhere in this province of Bengal. ""Mr. Syed Badrud- 
duj^, after making a statement on the floor of 4;h« House, walked out, 
*and, Sir, we were threatened, we were “hooliganed” even when the 
statement was being made, and such a threatening attitude was taken 
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lip by the up-country people sitting there, that we, appreheadei that 
the lives of the hoiia fid^ menij^rs of the league might, b^ at irtake. 1 
and my friends on this side wonder that no BengaJJ Hxthammadha was 
found to be there at,the meeting because they were not allowed entfahce. 
(Severaf voices: I was ^lere, I wee there). Even so, it Was a packed 
meeting. Of course, some of .my friends were there, 'my frirad 
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed waj; there, btit others were not. Even after we 
had walled out of the hall, wdiat did we find? "J^e found thal we were 
made prisoners, to say; we were* made captives. We felt as if we 
were in a fort beseiged by so many ineij, for were i^ot allo^’^d to go 
out as the door ji’^js'sbut against ils. Even some pfischtinas^ some up- 
country volunteers, wdtfi lathix in hand were posted at the compound 
walls so that w*e inigilit not scale them and try to save our lives. T1lai 
was tlfe^ pofi^on. Sir. My friend Mr. Hashemy was there, arid 1 
aiipeal to him w^^lfer even as a colleague was it* not his duty to come 
out and save us from the .rough-handling ^ind threatening attitude ot 
the hooligans ‘and up-country men, who were certainly brought out to 
create confusion tfnd disorder, and save ns from their hands? •My 
friend Mr. Hasheiii.v was a])pealing to the Hon’|^flp the Home Minister. 
May I, in turn, not appeal to him to say waf it not his duty to protect 
the lives of iAs colleagues wdypii they .found themselves threatem^d with 
rough-haiulling? There we found that many offences were committed 
by th^se men, the hooligans who were brought there. Though cases 
have been started under section ^142, I. V. C., against some men of the 
other party, T think Mr. TTasheiny must thank himself that no ease iias 
started by us against any of liis men. Further, for his infonnatioii T 
might tell him that one of his men, who is a chauffeur of the Fah‘utt% 
t'orporation, was taken fiway by the police. What business the 
cliauffeur had to go to tlial meefing?* I would ask my it*speete(l friend 
Mr. Santosh Kumar llasu liow a chauffeur of j^he Calcutfa Corpprutiuu 
could be utilized in a matter like this. (A voice: Why the marki'i 
superintendent was there?) 

Mr. SYEO JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Mr. Syed Ifadiudduja, 
the Superintendent of the Entally Market, which is under the Calcutta 
Corjwration, took his men and his chauffeur fTierc* * 

Mr. ABDUL BARI: When we went three, my j|riend asked a 
question of the Hon’hle the Home Minister as to who is responsible for 
posting the police there — I submit that wdien.we wenMhere, at a])out 
]-30 p.in. we found a sergeant there, and on inquiry welcome id know 
that his name w«s Mr. Gomes. We found also that the services of the 
officer in charge of tlie thana had also been requisitioned. Can ^ it l)e 
said that the Hon ’hie the Home Minister requisitioned the services bf 
the police, or were they not requisitioned by the men wdio organized the 
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meeting, because they apprehended that there might be coming a large 
number of the horia fide members of th^ League? Is it not a fact that 
their intention was t^ obstruct certain people from coming to the meet- 
ing? They must have envisaged what the" situatj,on iiyght be, and 
in order to safeguard that situation they mus^ hav’^e requi^tidned the 
services of police officers. 

Of course, we came out afterwards and ‘a meeting was held under 
my presidency. That is true. Th^re are many members of the Moslem 
League wlio ought to know wliat resolutions were parsed in that Jneeting. 
Speeches were also madb condemning tfiose people^ who were sitting in 
the hall and were utilising it by bringing in up-c<bintry men and 
Peshwaris there. My frie-nd has (piestioned and said that Mr. Badir- 
ilzzaman was again the Secretary , ' 

(The member having reached Ihe time-limit re.fiyjii^d bis seat.) 

lyir. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 1 ha<l no desye to intervene in 
this debate until I hpd listened to the eloquent s])eech of my friend 
Mr. Abdul Bari. 1 haVe listened to the statement ol facts given before 
this house by my friend Mr. Jalaluddin Hashem^ and I was waiting to 
hear the other point of view jmt by some gentlemen on the other side. 
The other side of the shield is so essei^dal t(; be seen in thes^ days 
before a judgment can be formed that 1 could not* e\i)ress my views 
before I had an opportunity of hearing the s])eech of my friend 
Mr. Abdul Bari. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Oh I 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not care to listen to any 
interjection of the Labour Minister. We are fairly used to this 
enfantc terrible of the Coalition Party. I look at him in the light 
in which he deserves to he looked at. 


The.Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYr I bow to the compli- 
ment. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Mr. Abdul Bari has sought to 
make out his c'ase in such eloquent terms that he has altogether for- 
gotten to ma^e.out a case for the police. He has regaled u« by 
bringing in the squabbles, the internal vsquabbles, of the Moslem League 
between the party in pctwer in the Moslem League and* the party which 
Mas ijeeking to he in power arrayed under the banner of Mr. Abdul 
Hari for the time being. That Mas the position which Mr. Abdul Bari 
put ‘before the House as justifying the intervention of the Police and 
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Mr. A. K. Robertson and bis colleagues. J submit fliat Mr. Abdul 
Bari’s own statement carries jits own condemnation along with it. 
He has sought to make ^ut a case for police intwvention but he has 
succeeded in t>rovii>g that there were aspirants for entrance into the 
hall who were refused permission as if that was the last word on the 
suliject which would justify the stepping in of the Police force into the 
hall and^also trying to introduce some members who have jieeri left 
out, although they had no tickets as Mr. Hasl^emy has pointed out. 

e are aot concerned as to the claims of these aspirants to gain 
entrance into that hair. We ar® not concerned* as to t»he authority of 
the Moslem League to fyieak on behalf of the Moslem community in 
that meeting. ^All that we die concerned with is whether the police 
had any pretence or atithority tp enter that hall where a private meetin^<* 
was befng That is the sole question bebye the House. It w 

not a question \irt^icTi should interest this section or that particular 
section of the Hous^, it is* the question gf»the fumlamenlal rights of 
the people- which might affec*t this group or that particular group w^J|icli 
some day might come into power, ^hat is the ^question which is 
agitating us. It i.s* not a matter for our consideration as to whether 
tho^e who were waiting at the door were authori.sed to enter or not. 
That is no c(?iicern of ours. * Mr. Abdul Bari said there were many 
people ^wafting outside in the^ains and there were many others who 
could not get out,, as there ^^as no outlet and therefore there was 
ju.stification for Mr. Robertson and his colleagues to go into the hall. 
That is the issue before the House. I am asking this House in all 
humility, knowing full well the fate of Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy’s 
motions, as it usually has been during the last few days, to rise above* 
all controversy and to remember that the fundamental rights of every 
individual citizen i.s at stake. As Ar. Hashemy has said the fate 
which has overtaken the authorities of the Moslem League on this 
occasion may overcome other groups and other associations when their 
time comjs. To-day the police are allowed ^o do this when tiovern- 
ment think tliey can probably afford to laugh behind their sleeves at 
the fate whicli has overtaken those who had the temerity to oppose the 
Government party. Tha^ is the question which is aj^itatyig U8,to-(jay. 

I submit it is a great trial for the Hon’ble Home'Minister ^his after- 
noon. Tradition has got to be created by him now that his party is iu 
power. Party government and jmrty warfare Imve for, the first time 
been introduced in this country and the reins of Government liave been 
placed in the hands of those who have a doininating party in this 
Legislature. Will you on this occasion allow yourself To utilisb the 
police officers at wour disposal for the as.sertion of the power and for 
the enforcement of the will of the party in power? This great question 
has got to be faced by the House and the Government, and I beg tfl 
remind the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin that a great opportunity tas come 
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to him. He may stand up and disown the action of Mr. A. K. Robert- 
son or declare that Government are prepared to own up every act of 
their police officers^ however unjustified that may be. What is the 
position that he would take up in this House ? In the lieat and dust 
of controversy in the din and turmoil of party warfare they must not 
lost sight of the eternal fact that the police must be kept impartial 
and thei;r integrity untarnished. Otherwise Government wi^l be re- 
duced to a farce, pasty democratic government will be reduced to a 
nullity. I am not charging Sir Nazimuddin wi^h^any desiie on his 
part to initiate ^the move on tl>e part'fef the police on that day. I am 
not for one moment suggesting that behind the policeman’s baton Sir 
Nazimuddin's invisible hand was lurkinjs^. Oa the oth.pr hand, I am 
Visking Sir Nazimuddin to rise to the height of th^ occasion and declare 
cnce for all that he i,s not going to own up the action ^if-lhe .police as 
lie is convinced that the police took the side of o»«*party or another. 
It is a question of the fundamental rights* of the people and it is a 
que^stion of the future of party government in this country, whether 
the party in power will allow the police to be utilised for their own 
needs. That is the ^ole question that is agitating us to-day. Once 
the foundation of party government is sapped in this fashion, where 
shall we he? It will be an evil* day not only for Beng*a‘l but for the 
Congress majority provinces as well is dominating political ^faction 
is allowed to utilise the police force for a political «nd. It is a definite 
clear cut, categorical ivssue which requires an unequivocal answer from 
this House. And 1 ask the Hon’ble Home Minister to rise to the height 
of the occasion and utilise this unique opportunity to return the only 
•“possible answer, 

« j 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is my intention, unless the House wants to 
prolong it unequivocal^, to bring this debate to a close at G-dO p.m. 
which T think ought to satisfy Mr. Hashemy. He has had more than 

hours for the discussion of his motion. I shall, subject to such 
discretion as I may exercise hereafter, allow 10 minutes time to each 
speaker. ‘ 

* % , * 

Dr. MALINAKtfHA SANYAL: May^ I submit that this debate may 
be closed at 0 p.m. ? 

c 

Mr. SPEAKER. That, 1 think, will not be fair. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Hashemy brought 'in the names of so many members that I must 
give such members as were named, according to parliamentary tradi- 
tion, opportunity to speak. 

t 

^Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I feel it my 
duty to express my opinion on the fundamental question of right of 
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citiienship that has been raised on this occasion in this ^onse. I was 
listening with^apt attention tha^peech of my learned friend Mr. Abdul 
Bari who is an eminent lawyer. He has tried to Vnake out a case for 
the police actibn ; but not only has he been unable to make out a case 
but he has entirely spoiled his case. , 

It is published in the newspapei^ Sir, that these gentlemen went 
inside th^ halj and put some questions but when those questions were 
disallowed they came out of the ha’ll and held*a meeting outside, I 
believe, under the ptetidency oi^my friend Mr. Abdul Bari and 
transactedi some business. This what their report says. I do not 
understand how he says flow that he entered the hall along with others 
and found Ihel^ Pefji^^aries and hooligans Inside but there was no 
Bengalh^ an J others. He said ^hat there was no time for redress, but, 
Sir, there was^ime enough for Mr. Bari and otflers to go out of th^ 
hall and hold a meeting.^ J do not understand all this. Am 1 to 
understand thut Mr.* Robertson was requisitioned at the recpiest of 
Mr. Abdul Bari oi* his friends? It is not the question whether he 
brought Mr. Robertson or not. But it is the ^fuestion \\hy lie was 
brought to a place where a private meeting twas going on peacefully. 
Then, again^AIr. Abdul Bari, said that Mr. Robertson was courteous: 

I am not going to discuss whether he was courteous or discourteous. 
AVhat f am going to ask is wl\v was he there? Who sent him there? 
It was a private meeting open only to members and no outsiders could 
be allowed to enter the hall without the permission of Hie president or 
the men in authority. May I know, Sir, who sent Mr. Ridiertson and 
his men there? It reminds me of that famous occasion Mhen King^ 
rharles with sergeants at i^i'ins and other jieople entered the Parliament 
House and cleared the hall. Am I 4o understaml tluH when you 
Mr. Speaker and we are di.scussing this questjon and other questions 
we should be attended by sergeants at arms? 

Mr. WEAKER : You can leave me out oT this. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUOpiN AHMED: I cannot leave you, Sir. It Is 
a fundamental question that affects the right evw’^ citizen. Tr^day 
it affects me: to-morrow it may affect aou, to-day the jiol^oe entered 
the hall, to-morrow^ they may entered our private houses: it affects 
every one of us. What I say is this: was there ai^' occasion for 
Mr. Robertson to be there? 1 say there was none: there was no 
occasion for any police officer to enter the Ifall and the peo]>le, 
peaceful people, to disperse. AVe persistently protested and said tliat 
it was clearly no business of police officers. It is clearly a question 
of fundamenta,! right of citizenship and Mr. Robertson, or Mr. Celsoy, 
or anybody else had no right to enter the hall and behave in the manner 
in which Mr. Jl-obertson behaved that evening. (Interruption.) Vou 
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are talking murder. ^Well, I have not heard any murder being 
committed there or any sword brandished against Mr*. Abdul Bari. 
I know this, Sir, ^hat a peaceful meeting^ was going on when 

(Cries of “no, no”) Shouting won’t stop me. I know that wdien 
protests or objections were raised* and when *the President disallowed 
these objections they came out in, protest. I cannot understand under 
what pretence, under what authority and according to \fhat law 
Mr. Robertson went ^liere with his stafl: of sergeants and constables. 
There was no civil disobedience moreyent ‘and j^hei^ was no Volunteer 
organisation wlticli was declared unkw^ful. We v^ere having.a peaceful 
time, and everybody was living peacefully •and was exercising his 
civic right and I do nof know under what aUt|jority» Mr. Robertson 
\;ould go and enter the liall. He had* not only interfered \Yifb the 
kindamental rights rif the l^engal Presidency M^lim fieague but en- 
croached upon tlie civic riglits of the citizens of BWgal. If things go 
oji in this fashion the peop1e*of Bengal will* never d)e able to enjoy the 
rig^t of citizenship. With these words I enter my, protest against the 
conduct of the police^ and Mr, Robertson who entered the hall and dis- 
persed the meeting id th|at fashion. * 

, « « 

« 

Khin Sahib Mauivi 8YED MUHAMHAD AFZAL; Sir, I hg^pened 
to be in the meeting and I feel it my duty to disclor^e to the House the 
full facts. Sir, myself and Mauivi Mozaiumel Huq went to the meeting 
and when we wanted to enter the hall some durwans armed with laf/iis 
did noi allow us to enter. I think that it was pre-arranged that the 
•Muslim Tjeagiie meeting should be attended by some hooligans and 
by some non-members of the licague and I think the Hon’ble Nawab 
Sir K. (t. M. Faro(|ui — 1 am mistaken he is not Hon’ble now — Sir 
Iv. (j. M. Faroqui arranged the meeting only for the purpose of being 
the President of the Bengal Muslim Tieague. The Nawab Sahib well 
knows that in a meeting, which is attended by ho/ia fide mepibers he 
• will not be able to become the President and he thought, as he always 
thinks it fit, that the meeting should be attended only by members whr 
will^ support lum and whose support he can exp’ect. 

Sir, it*Was raining heavily and some members of this Assembly 
took their stand on the road. Though some of the M. L. A.s on the 
opposite side ^^ere standing and saw' their colleagues in the rain they 
did not think it their duty to ask the diirw'ans to open the gate and 
allow^^them inside for fear that they wdll be defeated in that place. 
Sir, we w'ent into the hall and a protest was made by Mauivi Badrudduja 
which was of no use and w'e left the hall and a meeting Avas held under 
tjie presidency of Mauivi Abdul Bari and resolutions were passed. 
Thereaftv the hooligans who are ill-tempered, hot-tempered, fell upon 
the volunteers and some hona fide members and assaulted them. Then 
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we cried ?or police help and after a few mii^tes Mr. Robertson with 
.«ome sergeants entered the preinises and we thought that we were safe 
and tried to take part ii^ the proceedings. We Vere in a majority 
•and Nawab Sahib K». G. M. Faroqui thought 

9 « 

Mr. SPEAKER; I thought you were discussing on facts and not 
on inferences. , • 

Khan .Sahib M^ulvi 8Y.ED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Sir, we ap- 
pealed to the Nawab ^dliib who fook hi.-j seat oi» the diy's but we did 
not get aity reply .f/om him. Wlien he was convinced that it was 
practically impossible for^iini'to become llie l^esident all the members 
who took their seats* before iis stood up and became turbulent and# 
attacked* us, • ^"e cried for police hel]) and at that time Mr. Itobertsoi^ 
-came in and helpe(l.y??and at that very moment wtien the meeting was 
absolutely uncontrollable by. the President ^h^ dissolved the meeting at 
once. Thereaffer we found that some reNolutions were juis.sed in which 
Sir K. G. M. FaroqTii has been made the President and mv friend Ihe 
renowned (Jouncilloifc of the Calcutta (‘orporati(iiT has become the 
Secretary of the Muslim League of Bengal, ^ir, every now and then 
a resolution bf this nature will coma before the House because my 
friend the mover and his supporters are frightened at the sight t>f the 
police and they think that provfncial autonomy means hooliganism and 
ro-wdism. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Is not the honourable member 
ca.^ting reflection on the members sitting on this side of the House ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have not noticed any reflection on*the members 
of this House. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Sir, now Mr. 
Ro])ertson requested all the people in the house to clear out as he 
apprehended fome serious disturbance and we also with his help came 
out. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Shaniiijiiddin w'a> saying about tlie^i-ight of 
citizenship. According to him we are not entitled to enjoy the right 
of citizenship and it is only for them. It seenrs onlv* reserved for 
tho>e who have practically known it after being held up under this 
section or under that section. Supposing there Was a muvd^ committed 
in this House, according to Mr. Shamsuddiu the police could not 
interfere wuth th^ right of citizenship and it w'as out of their juri.s- 
diction to take any action in the matter. Practically, Sir, there twas 
rowdism there and our lives w'ere in danger and Mr. Rober^^on was 
entitled and jujtified to enter the hall and save us from the situation. 
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With these fe^ words Si^, I oppose this motion. I had a nimd to mosre 
a cesure motion against Mr. Robertson only for the f'eason that he 
did not take such drastic measures as the o^^casion demanded. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQ1: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would not 
have intervened in this debate because I feel ashameci of the washing 
of dirty Muslim linen in the presence of those who woul(^ enjoy our 
discxjinfiture. Inspired speeches to which we have been regaled to-day > 
especially the one from the mover of this cut motion, leave me cold. 

I wish there ^ere something, origiud in it: i wish he had at least 
stuck to the truth : He evidently''judges others’accprding *to his own 
standards and, therefore, one might perhaps ^forgive him the improper 
iiisiiiuatioii he lias made against my honourable friend from South 
(Jalcutt^i and myself. Sir, a great opportunity is beipg- lost' to-day. 

1 was hoping that toe cuts on the police demaKd ^^would be discussed 
from a higlier standard, and in a reall\vvig“ilant manner with a view 
to safeguard the interests oi the citizens of this^ Province. There has 
befii talk of terrorism in Bengal but I have always* felt that there were 
not one but two terirorisms in Bengal. They have been talking of the 
rights of speech and ass<jciation of the citizens. The hon’ble member, 
the ex-Mayor of (Jalciitbi, who supported the motion, ^ven he cx)uld 
not get out of the questionable methoils of people who now^ claim to 
sjieak for and in the name of the Miislim League. Sir, one^' cannot 
really use language which you might call parliamentary for these 
worthies wlio, to-day speak as the Champions of the Muslim League 
which they were maligning only yesterday. This attitude on their 
part is an insult to one in my position who has been associated with 
the Muslim League from its very inception at Dacca in 1906. These 
people, wlien^the time came to render service to the Muslim League, 
one and all became lenegades, and traitors, and now they are talking 
alw)ut the Muslim League and even brought Sir Wazir llassan whom 
I have known from the day he Avas the Assistant Secretary of the 
J^eague to give dignily^to their proceedings. These people who now 
claim to speak in the name of the Muslim League and the Bengal 
Presidency Muslim League are ont of court because tney have not 
come to this House as Muslim l^eaguers and therefore they cannot 
speak in this Hous« in^the name of the Muslim League. 

Sir, the Insinuation made was that I and my hon’ble friend from 
South (hdcutta entered the hall under the protection of the police 
leading some sort of a procession. Political capital is being made out 
of this incident in a Iqw, mean and dirty manner. Had the mover of 
this ‘motion ""known half the incidents of my life even he would have 
considered it below bis dignity to have made such assertion, 

, Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. I 3 
the hond)urable member in order to say low, dirty, mean manner? 
Are not these uDi)arliamentary expressions? 
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^ Mr. iWlOUR RAHMAN 8I00IQI: I w^nlil say ^^most honour- 
able” if they •want me to call it so. 

• 

The mover of the m<ytion honoured me, in tlie bejriiining of his 
speech, by calling me ‘ Comrade. I accept the designation. Yes, I am 
a comrade of every MusWm, of every Indian who really does put up a 
fight for a good cause in an hoiioufabl^, in a gentlemanly way. Sir, these 
gentlemen, the mover and his friends in the Hall of the meoiing, for 
reasons besi JsriQwn to them were behaving in a umnner which cannot be 
characteilzed as aftyihing but improper. I will not go into detniils, 
but I will^rifeTate one^or two incidents. 'I went ‘up to the Secretary of 
this so-called Be^ij^al P^^esidency Muslim League and said to him 
“What does tli£ presenae of the Police mean it” “Can we not conduct 
our own meetings^’’ While I, was talking to him the son of tlie newl,^P 
elected *patr8n%iaint of this Muslim League cam^ up to the Secretary 
and asked him tdNtisk the police officer to arrest those who did not 
agree with him. 1 Jjirned*rftund and sai^l •“! am ashamed of you for 
bringing the police here. ' ’While this was going on one stalwart, a 
colleague of the moVer who talked sojuuch of the rights of citizensliip, 
stood up on a cliai» and begged the police offictf in his nice Bengali 
way “Sar Sar, please arrest him.” If the fUover ot this motion can 
prove that lift “(.’omrade” Abdur Ki^hman Siddiiji and Mr. Lspahani 
went under the shadow of this police officer — (A vok k: Are nve not 
allowecl to speak in Bengali ac(«entr') Well, 1 win at least talk English 
well. I at once got hold of the young man, and said to him: “For 
God’s sake keep (piiet.” T turned to the Secretiiry of the Muslim 
League and inquired why the police <>fficer.s were theie and who had 
called them? Much C4ipital has been made of the presence of the^ 
police in the hall but the yuover did not tell us who called these men 
there. Sir, I am a member of •the Council of ithe All-India 
Muslim League and also of the Central Parliamentary Board of the 
All-India Muslim League, I am also a member of tlie Bengal Parlia- 
meiitjiry Board, and a member of the Council of the Bengal Presidency 
Muslim League, but I received no card. Sirf I may inform my friend 
that I save(i Sir Wazir Hassan from being attacked. T went up to 
Sir Wazir Hassan and sixid to him, “This is no place for you.” Sir 
Wazir Hassan was goo?l enough to take my »idvicf an^ {|uietly went 
away. I am told they had ajiother meeting. I deceived mi card, no 
invitation or notice, although the Secretary had promised to let me 
know if a meeting was held. The hona jidea, the honesty and the 
political methods of the mover are questionable. I defy and challenge 
him to prove that Mr. Ispiihani and I entered the hall under the protec- 
tion of the police officer. The real fact of the matter was thfit the 
mover and his party and those who w’ere opposing them, were one 
party not very long ago. Now they are divided. Feelings ran^high 
and there was* great confusion. Sir, I do hope that this House whtfn 
discussing important cut motions connected with the admTni8tra4;ion^ 
of the police Vill not sink to the depths the mover has tried to drag ^ 
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it to. Let us 'fight our I^eague battle if you cboose, in a drawing room 
in Canal Street. But in tbis House let us keep up a higher standard^ 
let us fight tor Bengal and let us, for goodness sake, keep up the 
reputation of this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: A point of ord^r was raised by Mr. Shahisuddin 
Ahmed. I think it is fair that I should explain the jHisitipn in spite 
of the fact that Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has withdrawn kis remarks.,' 
I was very carefully !tollowing Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi’s, remarks. 
He was not referring to any member^d)ut if by.afiy chance he referred 
to anybody of persons outside the ‘House without naming -them that 
their political motives are dirty and me^n, I do not think that it 
within the jurisdiction of the Speaker to stop ’hiiji froHi making those 
Vemarks. I would hafe certainly stopped him if he ha/1 m^de any 
reflection on any member of the House. But I f'V/Und tSat Mr. Siddiqi 
was quite within the limits of not referring to auV*lx)dy in particular,, 
even though one could driiw the conclusion that he probably might 
have meant sojiie of the members but he did not /specifically mention 
anybody. 

Mr. M. SHAMSUODiN AHMED: We thought th^V referred 
to these people and these men. • 

f < 

Mr. SPEAKER: When a man in* addressing any officer or a 
euperior officer makes a })er.sonal reflection, I am bound to stop him. 
If Mr. Si<ldi(ii leferred to any pe rson as mea n, I would have stopped 
him, if be is a man of that position. Bui if be attributes motives to a 
v,political organisation, I do not think it is for me to stop him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 rise on a point of order. I 
do not know if I bave^, beard that only protection will be given to 
men of position? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No,* 1 would certainly give tlie same protection 
if he referred to any one in that position. I want to clos^' this debate 
and if members do not rise early to speak I f.m sorry I shall not be 
able* to allow (hern -to speak. 

I < I 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : Sir, I will only take two minutes. I 
have heard the^speecb of the Muslim member from Khulna. Sir, I did 
not think that a responsible person or a person who claims to be 
responsible (X^ijld have ihade such grossly irresponsible utterances on 
the floor of Ibis House this afternoon. His insinuations, Sir, if I am 
permitted to say, are not becoming of a gentleman. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order, Mr. Ispahan!, you must withdraw 
youf remarks. 
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Mr. M. A. H. I8P|LHANI: I am sorry, Sir. I* withdraw my 
remarks. But* what I meant to say was that a person, who has a 
responsibility and as a member of the Legislature ejaims to bfe respon- 
sible, should not le\’el such violent charges against other responsible 
.members ^of t£is House. His insinuations, I may assure you. Sir, are 
inooirect. I am* veiy glad that my^ friend, the representative of the‘ 
Muslim Cham^r of Commerce, has at length explained exactly what 
^took plac^. / "Sir, we entered the building and found Mr. Ibobertson 
ihfp'e. Sir, I cannot forget the sigh^ tliat 1 witrfb.ssed on entering the 
Dental Hall. Therb Wijs a big l^atnh of Peshwari hooligans, Calcutta 
Corporation lorry drij^rs and Corporation traitors, such as the mover 
himself. I make'tfie statement with a full sense of responsibility and 
I found that they hajl hirned out some meirrt)ers whom I recognised 
to be the members of the Muslim League. 1 found that the attitude* 
of tlie ciowd^iifcide the Hall was of a very dangeious 4 ind t hreateningf 
nature. But in sfHfe of this 1 did not appeal to Mr. Kobertson to 
intervene or t-^ arrejit* anybody, nor did Mt. Kobertson intervene or 
make any arrest. On the contrary, 1 stood upon a chair quite c^se 
to Sir Wazir Hassiiii and appealed t <4 those who ^were present in the 
meeting to curb thefr temper and resume their sftits in order that Sir 
AVazir Hass^in might be given an opportunity to express his views, 
because I fetf that as he hifd come* to Bengal he should have an 
opportunity of expressing bi.s views. He might have entered Bengal 
on the invitation of^Sir Mohiumlin Farooqi, but the real leader of the 
Moslem League in Bengal had not extended to him an invitation and 
he was therefore uinvelcome to our Province. If the police had inter- 
vened eventually, and 1 notice that they did not intervene, they had, 
done it rightly and I support tlieir action. (Here, hear.) Sir, it 
is not proper to allow a bi^. batch of hooligans to threaten respectable 
men with lathu and fists. Sir, there vwiuld have been a ttefinite breach 
of peace and serious assaults would have b^en committed had not 
Mfv Robertson intervened. The very sight of Mr, Kobertson restorerl 
order and the member, who took 20 minutes of this House in delivering 
his speech* sat absolutely silent in a quiet oofner, well protected. It 
might be tha4 he made feeble protests which hardly reached my ears. 
However, Sir, I assure .the House that I did not p^irticipate in the 
goondaism which the member from Khulna ha» attempte^i to suggest, 
because I feel that by insinuating that I arrived at the Ijeiid of the 
police constables he tried to convey to the house a wrong impression. 

I am capable of looking after myself and can protect myself without 
any police help when necessity arises. 

The Hoffi’ble Kherija Sir NAZIMUODIN ! Sir, I iim sure no 
Minister or Member has ever been in an unfortunate jmsition as I am 
in defending the action of the police. Whenever allegations are mad^ 
against the police the reply is that the Minister or the Member has ^ot 
his facts from^the police and therefore they may not be relied upom. 
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But to-day, Sir, the House has heard th^ memjjers of this House giving 
their evidence in support of the acti^li\ taken by ‘the police and they 
have heard member after member getting up and declaring that the 
police intervention was almost a God-send and providential. The 
police received information that some of ^ the men had been locked in 
jind were not allowed to go out aild there was a danger of these pebple 
being assaulted and seriously assaulted. It was on receipt of that 
information that the police with Mr. llobertson went ther^ to‘ bring 
t\iem out and that Was the sole object of police intervention and ^lis^ 
Iluh been corrolKjmted by what has |)een ‘ stilted* by Mr. Abdul Bari, 
Mr. Afzal andj I believe, sortie otjier members /,)f this Hopse. Need 
I say anything more than Mr. Bari had said If T may repeat what 
he said, it was this: th€ people, who w'ere iiwicje the«hall and untor- 
‘tunately were not allow^ed to go out, w^ere prevented from going out, 
iiH some people w^ere^jposted-on the ground to stoj[) theiif from •climbing’ 
out of the windows. This sort of information wa.^'*'J»’iven to the police 
and they went there, amWtljat is all. ‘ ‘ 

"Mr. 8 ANT 08 H ^UMAR BA8U: Who sent this informatiofl? 

t • 

The Hon’hle KhwaJaOir NAZIMUDDIN: It is immaterial who has 
sent the information but the ta(;t remains that the polii’V* received that 
inforip.ation and w'eiit there. Whether the facts are correct* or not, we 
have got the testimony of several memlfers of this House on thaV point. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Will the Iloiride Minister please 
* say who asked the police to enter the hall w’hen tlie meeting was held? 

V 

Tha Hon’kie Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: People who were inside 
the hall, it w^as they who asked for rescue; and those outside knew that 
people inside were not allowed to come out, and it may be that tliose 
who were inside the hall may have been jis.s^iulted, and it was on this 
information that the |K)hce received, that they w^ent there. * 

t 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Was Shis information recorded 

in {he thana MiarV or recorded anvwherer* 

. ‘ ' « 

The Hon’bSe Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I don’t like to be cro^s- 
examined. Sir. The statements are there. We have the testimony of 
several members of this House as to what happened there, and I do 
not see whetTier any useful purpose will be served by going further into 
this matter. But there is one thing which has b#en mentioned by 
Mr. ^ Hashemy and tn w hich I should like to refer. I think 
Mr. Hashemy assumes too much when he thinks that meml>ers of 
G<wernment pay any attention to what he savs outside the precincts 
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of this House. Meiiibei!iB of Government dc^ not pay any attention 
whatsoever to what he says eLsewliere; they are c*oucerued only with 

what he says here on the ioor of the House. • 

• • • • 

There 4s iust one other thing. It is this that Ministers are always 
responsible for the actioifs of their t)fficers when they support those • 
actions. It is only in cases where th^y are not aware of the facts or 
where thef' do not support the actions of their officers that they tak^ 
action against them. There is a diAtinction between the policy and 
the actioif of the officer concerned, but I think the Minister in charge 
is always responsible for the actioAs.of ati officer*it he sfipports him. 

With these words, Sir,^! npjmse the cut motion moved by Mr. Syed 
Jabluddin Hashemy. , • • 

The »ioti( 4 f) that a sum of Us. ‘.?,09,08,(M)() under the head “20 — 

Police’’ be reducerl 100 was then put* and Id^t. 

Mr, P, BAMERJir* Sir, J beg to ntove that tlie demand of 

Ks. 2,09,08,000 iind«r the head “29 — Police” he reduced by Its. XM) 
to criticise the policy of Government \ interfereiy^e with legitimate 

and peaceful demonstiations and meetings of 4ift'eren( organisations. 

vSir, every •.Sensible man must admii that all demonstrations are 
legitimate, ‘provided that there is no violence (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
SrHR vw^ARDY : Oh, no, no. wJiere did you get that?) Particularly 
in this coiintr\ where people are slaves and unarmed: Peaceful 
demonstration is the only means of drawing the attention of Govern- 
ment and also of the public to the grievances of the people. Now, Sir, 
a policy has now been adopted of stopping all demonstrations in this 
country. Sir, good Governhient is government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people. A good •government cannot ignore the 
feelings or expressions of public feeling by p^ceful demonstrations. 
We know from past experience that during the I. C. S. my, practically 
that was another name for police raj. We have made so much of this 
change in •constitution, and with the inauguration of these Reforms 
people naturaMy expected that there should be a change of policy also. 
They expected that they .must be freed from the I. C. S. and police 
abuses, but they are now' hopele.s.sly disappointed, il'lie otlier day, ^ir, 

I made use of an epithet to th^ effect that this constitution was like 
wild wine in a new' bottle but wdth a w'rong label, and I now' find that 
thf substance ot that expre.ssion has come to be true. There is the 
same state of affairs; the old administration is still continuing in spite 
of the fact that so much has been made of the Reform* afid so much 
assurance has been given by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Police and also by the Hon’ble the Chief Minister. Sir, a change there 
has been, but I ponsider, as it has been rightly pointed out in an earlier* 
part of the debate by Mr. Hashemy, that that change is for thffe w'or^e, 
in the sense th%t there have been more atrocities, more police excesses 

J5 
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now than it was during even the heyday of non-co-operation and civil 
disobedience movements. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: We 
have forgotten those days.) In those days people were subject to 
torture and police excesses but not to the degree that, people were 
subjected to only the other day on the Strand Road. The Hou’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy, I find is laughing, but he was not present that day in 
the Strand Road. I do consider that it is regrettable that ♦even the 
present administratioii does not believe the statements made by eye- 
witnesses and by some prominent members of thisoHouse. I fcnow that 
the Hon’ble Mv. SuhrTiwardy-^or for the matter^ of that any member 
of Government of to-day — will not take any notice Vhatsoever of these 
things, or rather will not give any credence ato anything that comes 
"from this side of the House. Tliat is,MSir, ihe greatest misfortune of 
^he country. Therefore, I am submitting that the old order i.s still 
continuing, viz., the policy of giving credence an':+‘’listening to what- 
ever statements are made by the police. 1 1 is a^ well-known fact, Sir, 
that the police stands condemned in the eyes of the people of this 
country. None of their statements is believed by anybody except by 
the bureaucratic Government. But I thought, Sir, — and everyone 
naturally expected — that there would be a change of policy. Now, Sir, 
the oilier day this matter was specially discussed in an adjournment 
motion, and Government’s view was that those processionists \vere going 
to break the law. I was an eye-witness of the scene. I was standing 
at a distance that day w^hen coming to the Town Hall meeting. And 
what I noticed that day — perhaps some of my friends here were also 
there and may have noticed — that about 1,000 police were all around 
the place. There were sergeants, prison vans, all around. Then there 
were also the Deputy Commissioner, the Assistant Commissioners, and 
- the Commissioner of Police, as ii the whole police regiment came out of 
Calcutta and were stationed there in order to break this demonstration 
— a demonstration which was all along peaceful. Now, Sir, may I 
know the reason for thisV The Hon’ble the Home Minister the other 
day definitely explained that Government had no object in putting down 
demonstrations of a legitimate and peaceful nature. May I inquire of 
him, Sir, if he is dependant on statements of the police or should he 
rely on the statements of honourable members of this House. Sir, 
what was the position ? The position was that young men were brutally 
assaulted. Ladies also were thrown into prison-vans like so many 
sacks of sugar; in fact, they were roughly handled. And, Sir, for what 
offence J' Their only offence is that they wanted to proceed — 

The Hon’ble Mr^ H. 8t SUHRAWARDY; On a point of order, Sir. 
My honourable friend is repeating the self-same incidents which formed 
the Subject-matter of an adjournment motion in this House the otjier 
day. Ifihe has anything new to say on the general principle j)f peace- 
ful demonstrations, then that is a different matter, but if he« confines 
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himself to a matter which has already been discussed in this House, 
then I submit he is out of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^he difficulty is that, so far as the present motion 
is concerned, it. is not * a restricted motion like the previous one 
which discussed police measures in Calcutta. Hut this motion is for 
criticising! the policy of Government’s interference with leg:itimate 
and peaceful demonstrations and meetings of different organhsations. 

If along ^ith it he f onward arguments u.sed in a previous motion, 

then I cani^ot rule hini out of order. • 

• • 

Rai HARENDRA /lATH fcHAUDHURI:*It is only, Sir, ly way. 
of ail illustration that the hoimurahle member was referring to the 
incidents of tliat day. ^ ’ • 

Mr. P. BANERJI: It is«irtv experience^ Silir, not only in this House 
but also in the did Council thal it w^as the practice of Mr. Suhrawardy to 
stand up to interrupt the members and thus waste the time of tliis 
House by rising to points of order. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
8rHR.\WARDY : But in the present case it w^ts a legitimate point of 
order.) But i*do not reply to»his points of order. The other day he 
wanted to teach us manners. We often ignore his remarks, fdr w^e 
know* hlti position. Here I canifct express any new* thing; 1 sliall only 
restrict myself to the demonstrations on that particular day. He 
knows that very little time w^as given to the members of this House for 
that day’s debate, and therefore the w'hole aspect could not be discussed 
within the time. 1 have submitted at the beginning of my speech that 

no Government has any right to stop such demonstrations. 

• • 

(At tins stage Mi. Speaker left the Chair, which was taken by 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose.) • 

I w'as just suggesting to the Hon’ble the Home Minister whether it 
was fair oif the part of Government to allow the police to harass 
innocent peopk, to let loose the police on innocent boys and women in 
this way. Mr. Suhrawardy did not see the incidents, nor the Hon'ble 
the'fiome Minister himself. Now*, Sir, that was* thcw Situafion that was 
discu^jsed. Even the highest ^f the autocrats always justify their 
autocracy. Instances are many — and we can multiply them — of 
autocrats justifying themselves, for example in Russia, in Turkey, and 
iu Ireland, the Czars, the Sultans and the British Government justified 
themselves. The aristocrats always justify their autocrhcy, but, •Sir, 
what has been the results The result has been the aboslute failure of 
their administration like a pack of cards. I was trying to draw out 
this lesson and \ was aiming at that. The Hon’ble the Home Minister* 
said that wit^h the change in administration the people will Have nejr 
opportunities tlyown open to them of controlling the police. The 
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Hon’ble the Chief Minis^r, whom I do not find in his seat just at th 
moment, he too said the other day that they were but tlie servants o 
the public, and thkt they were placed in tfheir positions to rule thi 
country, and that they must rule it. We have ho objection, Sir, t 
their ruling over us, but have we no right to inquire whether they wil 
rule the country properly or misrjile it? This is the point which mus 
be consklered a hundred times, viz., to ascertain whether the presen 
Government will rule« the country, or misrule the country. That is th( 
point which I want to raise and which must be empdiasised. *1 want t( 
know, Sir, whether Gbvernment is^there to rule or misrule. We hav( 
noticed that Government failed and failed miserably in running th< 
administration of the pr#>vince. In spite of the fact that the memberi 
'^of the Congress by their efforts, by their sacrifice have succeeded ii 
bringing about a change in the administration, tjiey hrve always beei 
the target of allack by those who are reaping tln^'-fruit. It is a mis 
fortune, Sir, tliat they are' tieing the hand that .gives them food. W( 
wquld like to see a change of policy for which we strove so hard yeai 
in and year out ((Question). You may say what has the Congress done 
for the country. My' reply is ('ongress has broughi in a larger numbei 
of members in this House and has given the administration in youi 
hands. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: On a ])oint of order, “ Sir. Is my frieric 
preaching what has been done by Congress or is he discussing the cul 
motion that he has moved. 

Chairman (Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose). As soon as I find the membei 
deviating from the motioii I shell stop him. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: N ow, Sir, it this policy is pursued, I warn the 
Government that there may be retaliation from the members of the 
public. Members of Government have often said that they have 
succeeded in checking the terroristic movement and now fbe atmosphere 
is very calm. Hut may I ask what will be the result of this sort of 
repression and ex'^esses by the police. The Hon’ble Chief Minister the 
other day- said that we were inciting the people to violence. I say that 
the charge lies on the other side. People expected that with the 
inauguration of the new constitution, things would change, but we 
regret to find that the change is for the worse. If public demonstra- 
tions are iqade impossible, our young men will take lessons from the 
history of the west, I mean of Europe, where a King was beheaded 
because he was unfit lo govern and take the law into their own hands. 

The Jlon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is a great pity : this 
amounts to an indirect incitement. 
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Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Ther^ is a say hi g in English 
that coming ^ents cast their shadows before. It is a happy angury 
for tlie future that the leader of the Congress Party, is in the Speaker's 

chair when the poliae budget is under discussion. 

• , 

In supporting the motion of •my friend Mr. P. Ihuieiji, I w Wl 
say at the outset tliat I was alanped, very seriously and definitely 
alarmed at what the Hon’ble Home Minister told us on the tlopr of the 
House last night, that lie took full responsiliility for tlie action of 
Mr. Robertson wiHi j^egard* to what took place at the meeting of the 
Moslem League on , Saturday Iffs^. Sh- Nazintuddin has a habit, a 
characteristic habit, of s4ickiiig to his gun, and notwithstanding the 
opportunities given to^him last night by the Speaker, and notwithstand- 
ing the mild admonition wliiclufell from the Speaker’s lips, he lield tcP 
his position thut the Home Deimrtment approved, of the actions anj 
'‘onduct of Mr. Albertson at the Moslem League meeting. Sir 

Nazimuddin is. I understand, *a barrister, iv Ifarrister out of practice 

• • 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: He %as never a practising 
barrister. 

•• , 

Chairn^n (Mr. Sarat Chandra Bosi): I shall not allow any member 
to mal^ running comments. | 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Mr. Suhrawanly cannot liclp 
himself. That has been his habit in the i)ast, that is bis habit to-day, 
and that will be bis habit in future. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWfRDY: I entirely; airept your 
rebuke but a statement like this that Sir Nazimuddin is ont of inactice 
may mean exactly wliat is not a tact and may* lead one to make a 
comment of this nature without murli habit. 

Chairmaiv (Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose): The Hon'ble Minister raised 
something wbicli is not a point of order and I tliink be will asstinte that 
the Chair knows a little hit of English. 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Even so, Sir, even though Sk 
Nazimuddin is out of practice, he ought to have realised,tlie full impli- 
cation of his statement. Sir Nazimuddin ought to have realised that in 
saying what he did, he accepted and he mean* to accejitjn future all 
errors of omission and commission of which individual police officers 
will be found guilty in tlieir dealings with the public or individuals or 
public organisations. During the last few weeks many repufafionsjiave 
been made and lost on the floor of this House. The Hoii’ble^tlie Chirf 
Minister has established for himself the reputation of being the most 
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reckless and most extravagant speaker existing in this House and he 
reached the climax when on Saturday last he said that he found nothing 
objectionable individually in the lotus and Sree which are in the 
University crest but he thought that the combination of the two was- 
dangerous. 

Chairman (Mr. Carat Chandra b 6 sb)i Mr. Pain, you are deviating 
from the motion under discussion. ^ 

Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIP: The Pdice budget reveals the 
extraordinary fact that out of Rs. 12| crores which i^ the revenue of this 
province, Rs. 2} crores are spent on the police^ a little under one-fifth of 
the total revenue. Rs. 40 lakhs of this is absorbed by the Calcutta 
Police and some portion of it, I understand, goes to^^M/. E^)bertson 
Whom T saw enjoyinj;* the debate not long ago gallery of this 

house. Out of Rs. 40 lakhs which the (’.ilcutla Police absorbs, Rs. 4^ 
lakhs go to the sergeants but' I have not yet bean*!, and I would be glad 
to ^hear the Finance Minister or the Home Ministei say that in future, 
sergeants in the Caleutta Police would be manned by Indians — Moslems 
and Hindus. I expected a pronouncement like that when the Chief 
Minister was giving all sorts of assurance's, assurances thfe real value of 
which we understand. Out of Rs. 2A crores which are given to the 
Police, the Criminal Intelligence Depi.rtment absorbs, I find', some- 
thing like Rs. 17J lakhs. Special Police is given Rs. bj lakhs, flastern 
Frontier Rifles whose existence as part of the Police force of this 
province is due probably to the fact that they can shoot with deadly 
accuracy wlien occasion arises, get Rs. 4J lakhs but there is a yet more 
startling figure, namely, allowances to police officers on which Rs. 2b 
lakhs are spent. Even more startling than this is the provision for 
“Other contingencies”. Heaven alone knows what these unnamed 
contingencies are. They absorb Rs. hSA lakhs. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for lb minutes. 


After adjournment . 

Mr. PARADA HR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, I was giving the House 
some figures about the expenditure which is incurred in maintaining 
the police in this province. I have mentioned the sum which is 
absorbed by the Calcutta Police; I have also mentioned the sum which 
is absorbed by. the Criminal Intelligence Department and I have also 
mentioned ttie sum paid in “Allow^ances”, Rs. 20 lakhs and in other 
contingencies; rupees 18i lakhs, I confess, Sir, that 1 am somewhat 
puzzled by these “Other contingencies” and do not understand how 
^uoh a huge sum of money as 18i lakhs of rupees could be spent on 
unnamed contingencies There are two contingencies which we know 



1937 .] 


, DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


6 ^ 

of in connection with the work of the police — ^the contingency of break- 
ing heads and the contingency of pointing lathis vertically at the 
breasts and heads of little boys and girls of this town. Do I understand, 
Sir, that the Hon’bje Finance Minister has provided this huge sum of 
18i lakhfe 0 ^ rupees for contingencies like these? Do I understand also 
that the sum of* rupees ?0 lakhs iA paid only to the superior police 
officers as allowances? We all know. Sir, the kind of work which is 
popularh* believed to be done by officers and men of the •C-riininal 
Intelligence Department. One of their principal items of work is to 
attend political meertngs and ti^e down notes mostly incorrectly — of 
what is s»id and d^oi>e at those meetings and on these* incorrect notes 
are founded pompous tria^ fo^‘ sedition and other offences under Indian 
Penal Code and otheifc Abts. We know further that the officers of this 
departiaent jely considerably ofl the information which is given to them 
by spies,’ by inforiness, by watchers and ‘all the* rest of them, and *1 
know personally of several ca^es where informers were put up to invent 
cases so that 4lie (\T. D. ipip'ht justify Iheir existence in that parti- 
cular part of heaven.’ s creation. There can be no denying the fact ^lat 
there have been cases where when terrorism was git a discount and no 
fresh outbreaks were ha]>pening, af/cnts proi^oraiear was set l(K)se foi 
the purpose at creating terrorism, and if such a sum of money as rupees 
18J lakhs is put in the hands of the(’.*I. 1). jieojde, Of/rnfs i>rororateur 
will nn4^^ come in singles but th|y will come in processions. 

With regard, Sir, to wliat took place within 100 yards of this House 
on the 14th August last, I say in all sincerety that the Hon’ble Home 
Minister threw away the chance of his life-time on the 10th instant last 
when the adjournment motion on this matter was being debated in this* 
House. He threw away the chance of, enthroning himsey in the affec- 
tions of the members of the House and in the affections of the larger 
people outside. If he had got up and said th^t he sympathised with 
the poor little boys and girls who were roughly handled, if he had got 
up and satd that there would be no more insults offered to (’ongress or 
National tiag^, if he had got up and said that steps wonU be taken to 
see that incidents like that wdiich then happened will not happen again, 
w^e would have cheered him to the echo, the ad^unnpent ^lotion w'ould 
probably have been withdrawn ^nd Bengal wrould hrN^e begunitp breathe 
in peace. Instead of doing that, Sir, w^hat he chose to do was to defend 
the police; what he chose to do was to base his case on» incorrect and 
untrue statements of facts. We find the Press Officer, saying in his 
press note that the people in the procession were provicjin^ themselves 
with soda water bottles, but w'e w’ere amazed to hear the Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin say o*n the floor of the House that soda water bottles were 
actually hurled at the members of the police and that they were injured 
thereby. Here, in thi^ House, we expect the Hon’ble Home Minietel* 
to place beforg us statements of facts which can be regarded* as 
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sacrosanct, but if instead we are allowed to go away from this House 
hearing from his statements of facts, which are prima facie untrue, I 
subihit that we have every right to say that we are not being treated 
fairly by the Hon’ble the Home Minister. The Ho^n’ble Home Minister- 
further said that there was no question of insult being offered to 
Congress flags, ('an it be denied to-day that the sole purpose behind the 
activities of the police on that day was not to allow flags to go unfurled 
with tho procession. I will respectfully ask the Hon’ ole Home 
Minister to take a copy of the (Calcutta Police Act home to-nighi and to 
read not very many sections but only, section (>2a of that Act and the 
Hon’ble Home Minister wu’ll find to- his amazement that the order of tine 
Commissioner of Police wdth regard to tl\e banning of the procession on 
the 14th August or on kny other day was an absolutely illegal order. 
*'The Hon’ble Home Minister has told us that the processdov ondhat day 
'.vas entering a ])ro}.ibited area. If the Hon’bb^^ome Minister will 
look uj) tlie order of ihe ('ommissioiier of Police he will find that he was 
purporting to issue an order under clause, 4 of Section b2A. Clause 4 
of ^section (i2A does not entitle the Commissioner of Police to pass an 
order prohibiting — 

(At this stage the mer*ber having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) . ■* 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMU^DDIN: Sir, the mover' of this 
resolution has mostly (amfined himself to the incidents that took place 
on August 14th and the last siieaker also has dwelt at length on those 
very incidents. That <|uestion was discussed at length in this House 
only about a w(‘ek ago but I wtnild like to rei)eat again what I said 
then, namely, that the police had no option but to take action because 
the processioiiists insisted on g<viiig and breaking the rule. There aie 
two things in this connection: fir.st, that they insisted on going to 
the Town Hall in a judcession. This was definitely against the order 
(A vokte: Illegal.) that had been promulgated by the Commissioner 
of Police under the authority of the Local Government. If the order 
was illegal theie are Courts for taking action and 1 arv sure no one 
would dare to test that. ^ 

Dr. IJ4LINAKSHA SANYAL: Did, we hear the Home Minister to 
say nobody “dare” or “care”? 

The Hcwi'hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Both “dare” and “care” 
(laughter). 

We are convinced tbat the order was not illegal and that it was 
absolutely correct. Sir, after the ixdice had stopiifed the procession 
the processionists sat down on the road and they were allowed to sit 
down for about an hour. It was a main thoroiighiare and the proces- 
sionists were obstructing the traffic. After an hour the police gave 
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them five minutes’ time to disperse and wh^ they failed to disperse 
an attempt was made to push them back and it was only when ^iek- 
bats started to be thrown at them that the prof^ssionisis were dis- 
persed by iorce. , I may tell the House, Sir, that although, as 
Mr. Paid has said, the temptation may be very great at times to make 
statements whicli will l>e popular and which may induce membeis t(^ 
withdraw adjournment motions, Imf when one i.s placed in a resixm- 
sible position he has to discharge his duties, although it may some- 
times 1 ^ unpleasant. If tho.se wh*o have lieen entrusted, si>ecially 
subordinate ofiicersf discharge •their ^duty p^oinu ly tlien it is the 
bounden •duty o| the Minister hi charge to give 11*0111 their full 
support. 

On ^hat^ occasion from the rei^orts that were received, we were 
satisfied 'that the pc.yee officers who were posted there had no otb.er 
option but to tak(f such action as they thought necessary. 1 < was 
very unfoitun^te, and not only we but ak(>*the police officers deplored 
the force that they .had to use. But when people, knowing that Hiere 
was such an order, knowing that they would not ^le allowed to proceed 
in procession, insisted on doing something which was not right, then 
it was merel^^ asking for trouble. After that, there was a notice that 
there would be other processions. (Itivernment again drew the atten- 
tion o^the public and those w^o were organising the meeting that if 
they would only a«k for permission, iKU’inission could be given on 
those days on which the Tvegislature was not sitting to go in proces- 
sion to the Town Hall. I would like to ask the inenibeis of this 
House, — is it fair on their part to criticise the aidion ot the jiolice or 
the policy of Government,^ when opportunity was given to do a thing* 
by taking previous peiniis.sion ? It ^leople refuse to do a thing in a 
legal and projier niaiiner, and insist on doing something which is not 
legal and pi'oper, then how can Government •be held responsilile for 
iti^ I admit that a big department like that of the police is not 
perfect; I admit that there are abirses; but .they are human Ixnngs; 
they sometimes make mistakes — sometimes these are seibnis and some- 
times trivial^ but I can give this assurance to the House that if they 
do something wrong, improper or illegal, (Tcnernmeiit will take every 
possible .step to rectify that wrong and to puiiififi the ijrong‘-doer. 
At the same time, this House* wmuld like to give an assurance to the 
police force that so long as they carry out their dutii^s in a pro[>er, 
legal and correct manner, they will receive the support of Govern- 
ment as well as of this Hou.se. If that is not. done, it will l)e impos- 
.sible to maintain discipline in the force. • 

I would appeal to the members of this Hou.se to realise that after 
all, so far as those disturbances were concerned, the indice had a. vei^y 
difficult and unpleasant task to perforin. They do not reli.‘^ the use 
of lathis nor the use of force but they have to do it only because tliey 
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have got to' carry out their duties, and therefore they should be 
exi)ected to count on the support of this House when they discharge 
their duties properly. 

Then, ^ir, a question has been raised about reduction of expendi- 
ture of the Intelligence Branch. I do not think it is fair at this time 
to ask Govemment to reduce the expenditure of the Intelligence 
Branch. ‘ In pursuance of the wishes of .the members of this House 
and of a strong public opinion outside, (rovernment have adopted a 
bold policy for the release of detenus. TJiere will, l)e a considerable 
saving at the ejid of the year on account of thft policy which Govern- 
ment have announced — I mean that the expendifuie, on th^ detention 
of detenus and their allowances is bound ^to go down if a large number 
:>f detenus are released, but Govemment canmft at the same time, 

while they are releasing detenus in large numbers, take the^ risk of 

reducing the strength of their Intelligence Brarrcl;>,fbecause, after all, 
a responsible Govemment must ensure that in case things go wrong, 
they are in a position to take action to ensure safety ' of people and 
of officers. It is not possible to create an Intelligence Branch in a 
very short time nor Is it jwissible after organisations have been started 

and movements have reached an advanced stage to create an Intelli- 

gence Branch and obtain information. All this takes tiiwe, and there- 
fore it is not possible for Government at the present moment to reduce 
expenditure so far as the IntelligencI Branch is concerned.* It is 
through a long process of training of officers that they l)ecome .good 
Intelligence Branch officers. It is not every officer who can beconte 
a successful Intelligence Branch officer and one of the Insi^ectors- 
General of Police has said, “that only ten per cent, amongst his offi,cers 
are fit to lie good Intelligence Branch officers.” Therefore a Tedyc- 
tion in Intelligence Branch expmiditure at a time when we are pursu- 
ing a ])old iM)licv for the release of detenus will mean taking a most 
unwarrantable risk which will not Ive consistent with public safety. 

I would therefoie reipiest the House not to press for reduction in 
Intelligence Branch expenditure. If conditions improve and continue 
to improve, as we hojw it w’ould, and if we find after a year or so that 
it is possible, consistent with public safety, to reduce the strength 
of the Intelligence Branch, I can assure the House that Government 
will take* ^e first o'pportunity of making such a reduction. We can 
also give this assurance that if we are satisfied that it is possible to 
d(y so, that conditions are such that after release, detenus have taken 
to normal avocations or to constitutional politics, neither violent nor 
terroristic, ^or subversive, then Government will be too pleased to 
reduce* expenditure on the Intelligence Branch. 

With these wnwds, ’Sir, I would request the members not to press 
tbeir'^cut motions, as, first of all the subject has already been discussed 
an4 secondly it is not fair to ask Government at this stage to reduce 
expenditure on the Intelligence Braneh. ^ 
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Mr. MRAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I mk the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister, with your permission, Sir, to prive us some idea as to the 
expenditure incurred on tjjie Iiitellijrence Brandi sfaft' kept for opening 
letters of citizens, and secondly how much expenditure is incurred on 
the Intelligence Branch ^taff kept for tapping telephones of citizens? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 hmc not got Uic inioi 
mation at my disposal at the preswit moment.* 

The motion of Mr. ?. Banerjt.was tl^en put gnd los^. 

« • • 

• • 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH. BISWAS; Mr., Speaker, Sir, I heg to 
move that the demalid of Its. 2. 09, OS, 000 for exjHmditure under thg 
head “89 — ihijjce’’ be reduced by Hs. 100. 

• . . . ’ • . . 

Sir, by this cuf^iotion I want to criticise the actions of the district 

police and the^ policv>.behiir(l it. I belie\it* •that scathing criticisms (d‘ 
the actions of the^ police will have little effect unl(‘ss (niverniyent 
changes its policy of police administj'ation. Scathing criticisms have 
lieeii made year ih’and year out in the previous (\nincil. And I am 
quite sure several members on all sides (?t this House will make 
scathing criticisms to-night atsf) against police actions. But I do rod 
believe^ th*at these criticisms have any result unless the present 
policy is changed it)r a lietter. Sir, some of my friends whi^ spoke 
before me have told the Hon’ble the Home Minister that they have 
given the Ministry many chan(‘es of beiauning po])ular; 1 also want 
by this motion of mine to give him and his colleagues another ( hancc 
of becoming popular. 

Six, we have been told on the floov of this Hou.se thikt we have got 
a popular or in other words a democratic Government. The policy 
of a democratic Government should l>e to adnifnistei the affairs of the 
people according to the wishes of the people. In the financial stjite- 
ment of the Ilon’ble the Finance Minister v\*e find that the object of 
the new Government of this province is to lift the masses from the 
depths of misery, ignorance and poverty to which they have sunk 
and to help the nation to march forward as rapidly as <)ossible t» its 
proper political destiny. The.*ie are certainly the \vishes ofttjie people 
of this province. But mere shibboleths will not satisfy us. We want 
practical demonstration that the new Government is anxious to lift 
the masses from penury and helping the nation to march forward 
towards its political destiny, and that is our demand. .Sir, we on this 
side of the House, — 1 mean the Congress inemliers, have been accused 
by the Hon’ble ’Ministers that we have been making unreasonable 
demands. 

t 

Sir, what are our demands? Our demands are two-fokk 0n§ is 
the political demand and the other is the economic demand. Before 
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we had met in this House, since the 1st April, 1937, — the date of the 
change of Government — we had been demanding on pdblic platforms 
the release of all political prisoners and many demonstrative meetings 
had been held over that demand. And on the floor of this House also' 
we began with that demand. The Hon’ble Ministers had no right to 
say that our this demand was unreasonable. In this respect I would 
<luote an extract of the statement which the Finance Ministejr prepared 
on liehalf of the Cabinet. This is what he says on page 3. 

“Our hearts are also full at this momen't with‘^gi^Uitii(le td the band 
of innumerabh? woikei’s, most" of them unknown, to fame b?it all high 
in the roll of honour by reason of their selfless devotion to the national 
cause. We are richer t;>-day by the fruits of t,heir labours. Thanks 
'‘to them and to the zeal that inspired them, we are to-day in a position 
of great power a mb even greater possibilities.” ^ 

Sir, I dare say that th^> Hon’ble Fina'nce ^liyister when he iiiaugu- 
lated this Assembly on behalf of the Cabinet had at the back of his 
mind the faces of persons many of whom were still l)ehind the prison 
]»arH. When the view of the Cabinet was such 'and when we weie 
told in this House that the Government had changed and the people’s 
government had dawned on us it was certainly not imiidrtinent on our 
part to demand the release of the political prisoners whose contribution 
towards the Refonns had not been Uenied. And that it was not 
imiiertinent can In? doubly proved by the fact that such a demand had 
been made by the Proja Party also in their election manifesto, of 
whom the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul IIik], the Premier, is still the leader. 
But, to our utter misfortune, Sir, that demand has l)een brushed aside. 
Piactice has dispioved the protession. Now Sir, may I ask the 
Cabinet how do they intend tw help the nation to march forward 
towards the political destiny of our nation? The people in this pro- 
vince are smothering under an inferiority complex. The people living 
in villages are afraid of aj^proaching even a constahle. A nation who 
are always made to feifl that ihey are slaves in their (‘oiintrv, how 
can such a nation march forward towards a political destiny? The 
IBm’hle the Chief Minister told the jH'ople at .Dacca a few days hack — 
a ftw days l)ti(>re the Assembly met — that all the Government officials 
were tfc# servants of the Premier and the Premier was the ser- 
vant of the pimple, i.e., all the Government servants were the 
seivants of vhe “Servant of the people.” That was indeed very 
nice to hear, hut was that really a fael ? I must say — No. An 
oi)poi tunil>\Jiowever, has come to him to-night to begin to prove that 
the Government servants are really the servants c>f the people. So 
long we have heaid the Government to say that the police are “public 
servants” but we have always found them masters of the public. 
With tho- advent of the new Government we certainly expected that 
the Cabinet would demonstrate by action that the police were the 
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servants of the people. But they have not i-aied to cfo so. 1 shall 
however ask the Cabinet to pn>ve by action that the Premier leally 
meant what he said. Let ^t hem tell the police thaf.troni to-night they 
must resect mid protect the lil)erties of the i)eople and that they jiuist 
know how fc> behave lilje servants^ l)ef ore the people. And let the 
people be emboldeneil by lieing told* that from now the pidice will l>e 
not their^masters but theij* servants. Sir, a change in outlook is 
necessary both of the Government and its police force, and thal (*hange 
can only^be broug|jit about ^by a clear declaration i>f the (Tovernment 
that the liberties of the people*yvouId no longer be trampled dow'n 
and that fhe peop^p *would no lonp;er be victims of ptdiie (oppression 
and the police should beNold. by a written order that from now they 
must respect aW protect the liberties of the i>eojde. , 

Sir, I'wifl iA>w leave this aspect of the case anji aciiiiaint the Houi^ 
how police alrocitt^s are committed in the districts. The majority 
of th? memlieps here^have ‘In'en returned, 1^( on district constituencies 
and they will bear me out that the district t)olic(' commit excesse,'^ in 
season and out of season, both in pijlitical and non-political matters. 
My district of FarAlpur has been the victim ot* police oj)pi t‘ssioTi for 
several years. Now, to illustrate what I lfli\e said 1 will read out 
an extract from a judgment dVli\ered*by the Sessions Judge ot Farid- 
pur in^a ('ase under sectnm 110 of the (’riminal Procedure (’ode. A 
case under section yo, which ^may be called a ])iditical badlivelihood 
case and known as Chhaygaon badlivelihood case, was brought against 
10 young men of my district, living in the village ot (1iha\gaon. In 
that case the pio.secution examined 107 prosecution witness(‘s and 
most of these witnes.ses w(*re made to depose on bebali of th(> ]U'osecii- * 
tion by threats, persecutiiuis, assaults, and tortures, and when the 
accused young men found that even 'their women-folk Vere alnnit to 
be molested they pleaded guilty, without croj^-examining any of the 
prosecution witnesses. Whatevei- 1 shall mention beiore you, Sir, i^ 
contained in the judgment. When these poor fellows alter pleading 
guilty found that they were ordered to suffer 3 yeais’ imprisonment 
by the Subditisional Otficer of Madarijuu, they appealed t(^ the Si'ssions 
Judge stating that their plea was illegal as that was extracted by 
police terrorism. The Sessions Judge admitted th(* ‘tippe!ll and alldwed 
the accused to cross-examine Ihe prosecution witnesses. ,^s*my time 
is limited I would not go into the details but I would only read out 
a portion of that judgment. This is what the Judge* said; 

“Thus, in all, 107 witnes.ses were examineck on behijlf of the prose- 
cution and some of them cros.s-examined by the defence. The defence, 
however, did not* examine any witness on their behalf. The trend of 
cross-examination by the defence is to the effect that the pmsecyation 
witnesses were got up and their evidence fabricated for the purpos^ 
of making a false case against the accused persons and also that some 
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of the prosecution wti^esses were bsaten, assaulted, tortured and 
humiliated by the police with a view to extort false evidence. The 
defence further contended that the pleas of ^admissions were also due 
to a terror created by the police oppressions ,in the locality and that 
even thieats were given l>y the police to jpolest the women of the 
village and that these alleged confessions weie made out of fear ” 


The Judge then goes on to say: “I may* say at the outset that there 
is overwhelming evidence on the record in the cross-examinations of 
many prosecution witnesses that they Were ascfiaiilted, threatened, 
tf)rtured and hiumiliate'd with a vie.w to extort evidence.’’ « 

That, Sir, is the finding of the Sessicms .fudge. 1 shall now read 
the concluding portion of the judgment which c(>mprises of 108 pages 
of typed matter. * ^ ' 

“1 have considered the entire evidence on the record and also the 
arguments of the ideaders bn both sides pafientl;f and I hold that the 
l)ros^ecution totally failed to prove any ease against the accused 
1 ) 61*80118 under secti(p) 110, Criminal Procedure Code. The accused 
persons have already been suffering in jail foi* about 15 or 16 months 
and the prosjwcts in life «>f some of the youths have be^;? marred for 
ever. The restraint oiders ajiiiear to have been rather cheaply used 
and with a purpose. The Subdi visional Officer’s observations in a 
lengthy older, dated 12th April, 1986, also ]>oint* to the same. 


“My opinion is that the accused peisons were unnecessarily piose- 
(iited under section JK), (h*. P. C., and that they should be ac-cpiitted 
^at once. This proceeding should not have ])een started at all. The 
methods adopted by the subordinate police %>itirers have undoubtedly 
created great discontents in the" village and these methods W(uild, 1 
think, affect the criminal administration of justice. I regiet that I 
could not approve ot the methods.” 


Now, Sir, 1 would ask the Hon’ble Home Minister whether he 
would take adequate steps against the i)olice officers who .were resi)Oii- 
,sible for this case and tho.se atrocities? I would also ask him how 
many thousan^ls of lupees out of the public fund had l>een spent in 
luosecutii^i this false case? Sir this is not the only case. There 
have been many such cases of repression by the police in my district. 
1 hope that the. Home Ministei will take a note ot these eases— I find 
that the Home Minister is laughing. I do not know what he has up 
in Eis sleeves— ][ would like to tell him and his colleagues that if they 
want to be popular they must take a note of what I say to-night and 
assul^e the public of the, future safety of their i)ersoiis and protection 
of their liberties and honour. I w’ould mention two other similar 
(‘Uses, namely, the Nana and Kartikpur-Hogla badlivelihood cases 
which were also started against some young men of the localities 
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concerned. In those cases also the accused ^nin-gmen Vere hrst put 
to jail and tlfen honourably acquitted by the Sessions Court. But> 
Sir, the most heart-rending part of the whole tragtidy is that as soon 
as the yqungiften who were accused in all those cases were released 
from the Jail by the ordgr of the Sessions Judge, tliey were arrested 
and made detenus at the jail gate, (Cries ol “Shame’' from the 
Congress side.) 

The tragedy has not ended there* The eonckiding chapter oi the 
tragedy is that the*polife officer — I mean the Superintendent oi lh)lico 
who was m^iinly responsible lor this, and t>ther sifiiilar cirses has invited 
the lnspector-Gen?iral ol police to attend a public Durbar arranged to 
be held to-morsow in, that locality in order to show that the public 
there wgre satisfied with polite, administration. Sir, this uirange-* 
meiit the* Siipeitntendent has made after I gave, notice of (piestiona 
regarding police ouftage in mv district to be answered in this Session 
of the Assembl^v. Thk is nt)t1iing but ad(lii«^ insult to injury. Theie 
can be nothing uuue scandalous than this. 

(At this stage, , the member havilig reached, 'the time-limit wa» 
allowed ti> prm'eed for one more minute.)* 

Sir, I am soiry 1 have not time K) say moie. Even in a monlb 
I may^iiot be able to finish it 1 recount to this House the acfs of 
oppression and tortuii^ that have been and are being committed by the 
police in my district. Betore 1 icsume my seat I again request the 
Home Minister and his colleagues to remember that if they want to 
be popular they must first make their police force populai- and safe- 
guard the rights, lilierties and honour of the i>eople. 


Adjournmefit. 

The H^use 'was then adjourned till 3-45 p.ni., on Wednesday, tha 
25th August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Cafentta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 25th August, 19'>7, at r*>-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hou’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Hague, c.i.e.), 
in the Chair, flie eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 225 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 

(to , .which oral enswers were given) 

Wakfs. 

•79. Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RA1L; Will the Hon’ble Ministe? 
in charge of the Education Department l)e pleased to state — 

(i) the number ot ivahfs enrolled under the Act up to the dOth 

June, 19d7, from date of commencement of the Act; 

(ii) the number of them that are (a) private and (h) public; and 
(m) the total income of the trahfs that are (n) private and (h) 

publ iv. Y 

MIHI8TER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (ths 
Hon’hle Mr, A. K. FazUil Huq); By courtesy of the Wakf* Commis- 
sioner 1 am in a position to give these figures: — 

(?) 4,566. 

(ii) (a) 1,055, and (If) 8,511. 

' ' &s. 

[Hi) (a) ^ .. . . 8,t)l,24S 

(b) .. ... 47,66,266 


Total ... 56,27,514 


Mr. EYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: What is the approximate 
establishment cost of the office of the Wakf Commissioner? 
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The H«ll»ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Sir, the Wakf Commis- 
sioner is not directly under our control, and if any question is to be 
asked, I must have notice, so that I may get the figVres. 

Mr. J.*W;CHIPPEND/^LE: What is meant by private and what by 
public wakfs? 

Mr. SI'EAKER: Order, order. That is not question. 1* would, 
however, advise the honourable membeV to read the Wakf Act. 

Detenus. 

•80. Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BLANERJI: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- • 
ter in charge*of»the Home (Si>ecial) Department pleased to state— 

•• * 

(i) whether it is a fact lhat Sjs. Kiran Chandra Mukherji and 
Jnaftchandrf Majumdar, detenfts in the Deoli Detention 
Camp, ha^ been suffering from various diseases for a long 
time ; • • 

{ii) whether it is a fact that Sj. Atindrai Kay, a detenu in the 
DeOfe Detention Camp, has^ been suffering from a]>pendi- 
oitis; and ^ 

(til) whether it is ^ fact that^Sjs. Anuilya Adhikary and Ajitananda 
Das Gupta are suspected of suffering from tuberculosis? 

(/;) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the HonM)le 
Minister l)e pleased to state the steps so far taken by Government for 
their treatment with results? 

(c) If no steps have been taken for their treatment, wilT the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government propose to take 
any step in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Khwaja Sir Ftaimuddin); (a) (i) Babu Kiran Chandra Mukherji has 
been in indifferent health lor some time. Babu Jnanchandra Majumdar 
is well. 

(ii) Yes. 

(in) As regat ds the first named person tuberculosis 48 8U8i)ected ; 
there is no active tuberculosis in the second case. 

(h) and (c) The sick persons concerned haVe received, and .will 
continue to receive adequate medical or surgical treatment. I am not 
prepared to give an*y details, as these are private matters which concern 
only the individuals in question. I shall, however, be glad to cem-^ 
municate particulars to the hon’ble member if he assures mejthat the 
detenus have no objection to his receiving such information. 

16 
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BolW NARENDRA, NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (In Bengali.) 

With reference to answer {Hi), what does the Hon’ble Minister mean 
by suspected and,iictive tuberculosis? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIM UDDIN,^ I am afraid I am not here 
to furnish members with the meaning of English words. 

< 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
The detenu matter is a State (piestion, and «aff such th4 Hon'ble 
Minister cannot coni^ider these as, private matters which 9oncern only 
the individuals in question. 

o 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 have definitely stated already that 
following the conventions which are observed eyer^ywhere in *the matter 
of questions, I have ruled that it is entirely in the discretion of a 
Minister to choose to an'swer a questioi^ in any manner he likes, and 
that it is also open to the members to put supplementary (questions 
with a view to eliciting any further information in that connection. 
But I cannot compeJ a ^Minister to answer a question if he declines to 
^o so. 

the Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIM^^DDIN: On a point of» personal 
explanation, Sir, I am sure the House will admit <'hat members need not 
discuss the details of the disease of a detenu here. 


Bahu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (In Bengali.) 
Is it not desirable that the Hon’ble Minister should speak in Bengali 
in reply to a question put in Bangali ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. As the relevant section of the Gov- 
ernment of India Act stands, I am helpless in the matter. , Under that 
section a member can speak in Bengali if he is unacquainted or not 
sufficiently acquainted with the English language. But it is not open 
to me to ask any member to speak in Bengali if he knows English. As the 
Hon’ble ^Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin is not unacquainted with the English 
language, I am afraid he may not be inclined to speak in Bengali, and 
I cannot compel him to do so. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Do I understand that in 
respect to answer (m), as it was not a case of active tuberculosis, it 
was one of imssive tuberculosis? 

The^Hon’Me Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have nothing further to 

add. 
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A Member: Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to coiiinunicate the 
particulars to «ne if I can assure him that the 3etenus have no objection 
to my receiving such information? 

• • 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the hon ble member 
will see me in my office room later ot, I can give him the answer. 


Primary miucation. amongst the illitbraite worked and their ohiMren. 

*• • • •. . . 

•81. Mr. AFJAB ALI: (a) Will the Ilon’blc Minister in charge 
of the Education DepartiAent. be pleased to state what arrangements 
are there in the laboilr centres of Calcutta and vsuburbs for imparting; 
primary* pdutat^on amongst the* illiterate w’orkers and their children? 

(b) Is the Honibfe Minister aware that cent, per ceni. of tEe 

workers are illiterate?. • * • 

• • . • 

(c) Do the Government propose to urge ujxm the employers to start 

immediately an adequate number of lyght and daj schools in all these 
industrial centres?* • * 

(d) Do thiib Government propose starting immediately free primaYy 
night and day schools for educating the w’orkers and their children in 
the industrial centres of Calcu^a and suburbs with contribution from 
the employers ? 

The Hon’hle Mr, A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: (a) There are continuation 
schools in Calcutta and 24-Parganas for the education of both adults 
and boys. Their nural>er is, shown below: — 

Group I. Group*IL 

Calcutta ... 36 16. 

24-Parganas ... 50 12. 

• 

Group I schools are meant for boys and teach the 3 R s. Group II 
schools ai*e intended for^ adults and teach arithmetic and a language 
besides a technical or commercial subject. A grants of Rs. 7,700 was 
sanctioned last year for the nwintenance of such Schools. • . 

(h) No. 

(c) No. The local bodies, viz., the District Board,* 24-Pargana8, 
and the municipalities concerned should, in the first instance, impress 
upon the employers the necessity for starting such schobls,- as primary 
education in both jirban and rural areas (where District School Boards 
have not been formed) are mainly under the control of local bodies. 

(d) Government will duly consider such schemes prepared by the 

local bodies in consultation with the employers. • 
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Mr. J. N. CUPTA: Ift there any school in Calcutta and the 24- 
Parganas to educate the illiterate workers? r 

The Hofi’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want notice. 

Mr, 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: If local bodies are negli- 
gent in discharging their duties, is it not the duty of Government to 
urge upon them to d^ their duty ? 

The Hon’bid Mr. A. K. FAZLML HUQ: Th^t is a hypothetical 
question to which I can give no reply. 

Mr. J. N. CUPTA; May I know whether he has c«.refully read 
question (a)? ^ 

The Hoft’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I suppose 'I did. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Is there any workers’ institution in the 24- 
Pargaiias and in Calcutta? ^ 

The Hen’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL I am not aware, vSir, but 

I might enquire and let my friend know. ” 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Are the Calcutta schools run by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal or by the Corporation of Calcutta ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: They receive aid from Gov- 
ernment, and they are under the control of Government, but they are 
also helped by contributions from local bodies. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: What is the number of such schools in 
» Howrah P 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I should like to have 
notice to enable me to prepare statistics. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8;i( With reference to answer (6), does 
the Hon’ble Minister fhink it desirable to ascertain whether cent, per 
cent, of the workers are illiterate? 

The Hon’Me Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not admit that they 
are cent.' per cent, illiterate. 
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Khan 8ahit> Mauivi 8. ABDUR RAUF: A*re there such schools in 
Calcutta and the 24-Pargana8? 

a • 

« • 

The HonHUe Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: So far as I am aware, there 
is none, but if ahy enquiry is needed, I may make the enquiry and let 
the hon’ble member know. 


a 

Detenus Babu Nirodtfaran Bhoemiik, B.L., and Babq. Budhangshu 

e • 

* * •^Kumar Bhowmik. 

j * • 

*82. Mr. MANOAaNJAN. BANNERJEE: (a) Is the non’hle* 

Minister -in Charge of the Home (Special) Department aware — ^ 

(i) that Babu T^irodbara® Bhowmik, n.L., and his brother, Babu 

Sudhangshil Kuipar Bhowmik* were arrested under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act in the second wtek 
of August, 19-32, and the 19th Septemb^, 1932, respectively, 
and have since then been in detention ; 

{ii) that *^abu Nirodbarati Bho^^mik is at present interned at 
*Jainbari in Midnapore and Babu Sudhangshu Sumar 
Bhowmik ^at Dumorih in Khulna; 

(m) that their ailing father is aged about 75 years; 

(iv) that before their arrest Nirodbaran Babu and Sudhangshu Babu 
were the earning members maintaining their aged parents ; 
(c) that the old father *had to raise money by sale and mortgage 
of all his landed properties 1o bear the educatibnal expenses 
of those two detenus; ^ 

(vi) that t)oth the detenus as well as their aged invalid mother 

.Sreemati Sushila Sundari Debi repeatedly prayed for grant 
of subsistence allowance; 

(vii) that their parents are at present living on charity which is also 

not available now; and • , • • 

{viii) that their repeated prayers have been rejected by the Additional 
Secretary ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the reasons for the rejection of their prayers *for family 
allowaifce ; 

(ii) whether Government are prepared to grant a subsistence allow- 

ance to their aged and incapacitated parents; or • 

(nV) whether Government are prepared to release the detenus? 
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The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NA2IMUDDIN: (t) Yes. 

{ii) One of them has been and the other will shortly be interned at 
home. 

(m), (l?) and {vii) I have no information. 

(iv) My information is that before their arrest they were not in a 
position to contribute to the support of their parents. 

(vi) and {vUi) Go^’ernment received applications for the grant of a 
family allowance but rejected them. 

(6) {i) and \ii) Government were of opinion that the detenus if at 
liberty would not have been in a position to contrilbute to the support 
of their parents. I am prepared to consider with due regard to the 
provisions of section 12 of the Bengal Criminal I^aw Am^dmpnt Act, 
JrS30, whether the grant of an allowance from ppblic ffinds would now 
be justifiable. * 

[Hi) The attention of the'hon’ble member is invited to my reply to 
pait (a) {ii) of the question, and to that portion of the statement which 
I made in this Hoitw on the 9th August which r^^ates to detenus in 
home domicile. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (In Bengali.) 
With reference to answer {ii), may I l^now whetljer they will get any 
allowance ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIH: I would refer the hon’hle 
member to answer {Hi) and to the statement I made on the 9th of 
August. 

Mr. BIRENDRA N^TH MAZUMDAR: Is any allowance given to 
a home-internee P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Most of those who are 
home-interned get allowances. * 

Mr. BIRENDRA NATH MAZUMDAR; Is Mr. Nirod *Baran 
Bhowniift, a home-internee, in re<'eij)t “of any allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I ask for notice. 

A Member j With reference to answer {iv), does the Hon'ble 
Minister think that a B.L, is not in a position to support his parents? 

> The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; That was the decision of 
thq previous Government, and this question is going to be re-examined 
by Government. 
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Mr. SMANKA SEKHAR 8AMYAL: Wi^h reference to answer 
is this opinion a mere sunnise or is it based upon material 
facts P ^ *, 

The HOfinHe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have ah^dy stated 
that this question is going to be re-examined and that that decision 
was arrived at by the previous Government. 

uJiStarre© .questions. 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

V • petenu Sreejut *Arahin(la Chakravarty. 

H • * 

34. Dr. NALINAK8HA.3ANYAL: WilJ the Hon’blo Minister in 
charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state — 

* , . • 

(i) the circumstances under which Sreejut Arybindu (diakravarty, 

a boy agVd about 16 years only of the district of Natlia, was 
an^sted nearly 6 years ago and ke^)t under di'tention with- 
out trial since then; • 

(ii) •whether it is a fact tjiat this boy has been suffering from 

various aflments since his internment in the district of • 
Mymensingh ; 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that he has lost nearly 28 pounds in weight 
in a few months; 

(iv) whether he has been suffering from pain in the chest, 
pyorrhcea, slow fever and other troubles; • 

(r) what is the present state of his health ; a^id 

(vi) whether the Government are considering it desirable to release 
•the said detenu without any further jdelay ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (0 I am not prepared to 
state the reasons for whiMi this youth has been .detained. ^ , 

(n) to (r) The detenu was in poor health while ihterned k. Mymen- 
singh and was twice admitted to the Suryya Kanta Hospital in Mymen- 
yingh town, where he received treatment for heart trouble, bronchitis 
and other complaints. The only information which I have about loss 
of weight is that he lost four pounds during one of th§ periods spent 
in hospital. He was recently interned at home, and I have no infor- 
mation about his ]fresent state of health. 

(vi) The attention of the hon’ble member is invited to that portion 
of the statement made by me in this House on the 9th August which 
relates to detei^us in home domicile. 
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P 

Or. NALIMAKSHA^SAMtALi Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased t<^ state whether %e cannot state the reasons in "the interest of 
public safety ? 

The Hofi’hle Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIKr Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK 8 HA 8 ANYAL: Will he be plased to stUe if this 
young boy of 16 year.*»wa8 taken m custody because British iipperialism 
was imperilled? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. This is hot a supplementary ques- 
,tion; rather you are supplying an answer. You must realise that you 
are asking a question, and your question is whether this ihan.has been 
interned. Instead, tf you suggest that his (nV'rnment imperilled 
British imperialism, surely it would not 'l>e the proper way of putting 
a supplementary question. ' My difficulty is still worse. I have to 
dea/1 with 250 members in connection with their 'Supplementary ques- 
tions, and if they all ^ut supplementary questions which are really not 
so, but are simply such* as to suggest certain infonnation, I do not 
know how I should tackle them. - 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Ob a questitm of privilege. Sir, 
when I find that the lion ’hie Minister is refusing to answer a ques- 
tion, I have got to put certain questions in order to get an answer 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. It woiild he a sheer waste of time 
if I were to allow you to suggest the possible causes one after another. 


Results achieved by. Government High Schools and Qolleges 
during the last five years. 

35. Dr. C.^MUKHERJI; Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Ediication I^*partment be pleased ,to lay on the table a statement 
showing in a tabular form, the results achieved by Government high 
schools and celleges during the last five years, with — 

(i) the number of students that took the final test in these schools 

and ‘colleges; 

(ii) the number sent up; 

^ (m) the number passed with their classes; and 

i(tr) the percentage of passes to the total number in^the class? 
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Th® H[M*blo Mr* A* K* FAZLUL Xhe information is not 

readily avaiUble and its collection would involve an expenditure of 
time and labour which the Ministry is not prepareU to incur. 

• • 

Dr* H* C* MUKHER||I* Is it not a fact that some years ago such 
a statement was drawn up and, if so, is the Hon’ble Minister prepared 
to place ^lat statement on the table?* 

• 

The Non’Me Mr.* A. Kj FAZLUL HUQ; I am not aware of it. 

Sir. 


•Tiyiffiing of students in the agricultural classes. 

% • * 

36. Dr. H. C. MUKH^AJI (a) Will ^the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the •Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing 4‘or the period from 1930 to 193G, ihe numbef of 
students that — ,, * *• 

(i) received the full four years’ training In the agricultural classes 
in schools; * • 

(/V)i studied in high Englisji schools; 

(m) studied in niiddle English schools; 

(iv) studied in middle English schools with continuation classes; 

(v) went up for higher education after completing the agidcultural 

training ; 

{vi) stopped their education with t^e end of the agri^cultural train- 
ing; and 

(vii) adopted agriculture as their professfon on completing the 
training ? 

• • 

(b) Will ihe Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state whether 
from the Inspector’s reports it has been proved that the middle English 
schools with continuation classes are more successful, thai^ high English 
schools with agricultural clasf^s in keeping back \heir students from 
higher education? 

• 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: (a) The compilation of 
this information will involve an excessive expenditure of tim^ and 
labour which Government will not be justified in undertaking at 
present. * 

(h) It is reported that middle English schools with continuation 
classes are more successful than high English schools with agricultural 
classes in this^ respect, but no definite conclusions can yet be drawn. 
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Or. H. C. MUKHERAi: Is it not a fact that there is an Inspector 
of Agricultural Education with headquarters at Dacca, and that it is 
his duty to inspect institutions which teach agriculture and to submit 
annual reports; and if so, is the Hon’ble Minister prepared to place the 
last report on the table? 

Mfi SPEAKER: Order, order. Your qiiestion is divided into three 
parts, the first and seri^ind of which relate to the function and the duty 
of the officer. I think no answer is required oij those points.* So far 
as the third part is concerned, ‘it willjsuffice if that is answered. 

. The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: T am not Aware of that 
report, but I will make an enquiry and,' if possible, I willt place it on 
th*fe table for the infortnation of the hon’ble memb^ir.^ 

o 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: ^s it not a fad that originally teaching of 
agriculture started with 40 schools and that this ntimber has dwindled 
down since then? 

SPEAKER: Order, orden I thiAk, Dr. Mukher/i, if you had 
heard hiy ruling on a similar question put by Dr. Sanyal, you^ would 
have profited by it. I told Mr. Sanyal that his business was to put a 
supplementary (luestion and not to supply information through a‘ 
supplementary question. I have disallowed that question for reasons 
I have already stated, and I disallow your question on the same ground. 


Dr. H. C. (MUKHERJI: Is it, a fact that there has been diminution 
in the number of schools imparting agricultural training? 

i 

The Hon’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not aware of that. 
Sir. 


lmp 9 »tion of eUucation cess upon tfie people of Mymensingh. 

37. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether the 
education cess js going.to be imposed upon the people of the Mymen- 
singh district? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the people of Mymensingh 
^re passing through a crisis on the fall of the price of jute? 

(c) Has the Hon’ble Minister received objections from the people 
of Mymensingh against imimsition of such tax at this time? 
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(d) Is the ^Hon*ble Minister considering tlffe desirability of keeping 
in abeyance the imposition of education cess upon the people of 
Mymensingh till the economic condition of the people improves? 

The Hon’ble JMr. A. K. FAZLUl HUQ: (a) The question is under 
consideration. 

(6) Ne. 

(c) Yts. 

(d) Does not arise — view oiihe aq^swer to*(a). 

/ r 

Khan Sahib HAMIUpDIN>AHMAD: Is th^ Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that the Chief Manager of the^ Tagore Estate (?) in the district of* 
Mymensingh* w^iit out on tour asking people to agitate against the 
imposition of the e^jic-fttion cess? * 

^ * e 

The Hon*bfe Mr. A. K, FAZIUL HUp: I am not aware, Sir. 

• 

Khan Sahib HAMIUDDIN AHMAD: Is it iif)i a fad that all the 
objections referi'ed to in (c) were from indiriduals who hud nothing 
to do with tfil Distiict School Board.^;, local Iwards and union boards 
who have passed I’esolutions in favour of the imposition of the •cess 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, the objection came 
mostly from public meetings of protest. As regards the school l)oard8 
they wanted the tax. But the view was overwhelmingly against the 
imposition of the cess, and (Government have stopped collecting the ^ 
cess with a view to ascertaining the views of this Assembly which will 
be done in due course. ' • 

Khan Sahib HAMIUDDIN AHMAD: Is i* not a fuct that this 
agitation was engineered by intere.sted persons and zemindars’' 

The Hon’lfle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot say, Sir. 


Number of persons belonging to the district of Mymensjngh detained 
without trial. 

38. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Home (Special) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of persons belonging to the district of Mymensinfiflj 
detained without trial ; • 

a 

(ii) their jAaces of internment; 
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(Hi) the state of theL' health ; 

(iv) their presen^t weight; 

(v) the weight they had when arrested and # 

(vi) the amount of family allowance, if auy, granted to each? 

Th0 Hofl’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs The information desired 
by the hon’ble memh^^r cannot be collected without an undue expendi- 
ture of time and labour which Government are pnable to undertake. 

I * ■ 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYALr What is the amount of time 
<and labour that the collection of this information would involve? 

.1 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A great deal of time and 
labour. 

Mr, J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that all this informatibn may be obtained from the files relating to these 
detenus ? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Certainly. 

Mr, JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Honble Minister 
kindly place that information at the disposal of this House? 


The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NA;CIMUDDIN: I have already said that 
it will take a great deal of time and labour, because we have got to 
go through a number oi file registers, and to look up a large number 
of names to get this information. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean 
to convey to this House that the files relating to the detenus in the 
district of M.>menf.ingh have not been looked into by him? 

The Hoil’b>e Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There are no files, dis- 
trict by district. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Could not one of these 

questions be answered with due expenditure of time and labour? 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not know, but that 
may be possible, Sir. « 
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Number of estates purchased by the Government 

39. Rai HARENDRA. NATH CHAUDHURIS* Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in ctarge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
annually, for eagh district, for the period of last five years, the number 
of estates — 

I 

(i) tRat were advertised for sale for arrears of land revenue under 
, the Revenue Sale Law (Avt XI of 1^9); 

(w) that were solS Under the# aforesaid Sale^Law; and 
(m) that were .purchased by tJ|e* Government? 

MINISTER in charge of. REVENUE DEPARTMENT: (the* 
Hon’ble*8ir tlijey Prasad Singh Roy): A statement giving the infornm* 
tion required is pla»n*on the table. 



statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No, 39, showing the number of elates advertised for sales, number 
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259 5 .. 201 ® •• I 173 7 1 | 140 
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f 

lt«i HAREMDRA NiJlTH CHAUDHURI: I^the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that there was a failure of crops in the Presidency^ and Burdwan 
Divisions in the ye^'r 1935-36 ? 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SiNOH ROYi Yes, Sir.' 

Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: In view of *i;he facts 
disclosed in answer to this question, is the Hon’ble, Minister • prepared 
to say that the Heveni^ Sale J^w didunot opei’ate very harshly in thi^t 
area P 

The Hofl’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD 'SINGH ROY; Th^t i^ asking 

fq,r an expression of ^ppinion which I am not prepared Vo make. 

* ^ 


THE BUDGET 6F THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR 1937-38. 

c 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

*• 

Part II. 

29--Polioe. 

Mr^ HARENDRA KUMAR SURs I beg to support the motion for 
reduction moved by my ‘friend, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas. So far as 
police oppression in the mufassal is concerned, our cry is a cry in the 
wilderness. They want to prove their efficiency and justify their exist- 
ence by keeping our people in perpetual terror. Duringi the last few 
years, the organised acts of terrorism perpetrated openly by the police 
on our people* can ^better be imagined than described. Insults and 
humiliatijOrs, indignities and oppressions were the daily experiences of 
our boys and young men. I shall only confine my sjieech to some 
incidents that happened in the district of Noakhali. The highest officer 
in charge of the Intelligence Branch in Noakhali, taking undue advan- 
tage of his unlimited powers under the repressive laws, such as the 
Bengal Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, the Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorist Outrages Act and similar other Acts, comp*felled some of the 
boys, to appear before him at dead of night in his bungalow, and they 
>frere made victims for the purpose of satisfying his unnatural lust. Sir, 
oun boys had to pocket these degrading insults without any sense of 
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shame bocifase they knew from their past experience thdt if they had 
offered re^k^ce, then the whole machinery of law and order would 
have been let loose upon them, and some day it might so happen that 
they wpuld have been arrested under the Bengal Ordinance and put 
under distention, Our boys disclosed the fact to their nearest relations 
only when this particular* officer had* left the district of Noakhali and 
when they had definitely come to knbw that he would not be coming 
back; and*then one of the boys sent a petition to the Private Secretary 
to ,His Excellency J:he Governor to \i^hich he received a reply that his 
letter had been torwalded to* the Ghief Secretary^ to the Government of 
B^ngalf and that apy*furtljpr corr|si)ondence should be Addressed to the 
Chief Secretary. *The boy. then ieiit letters to the Chief Secretary by 
way of remindei's to Whith he received no reply* • 

Then it is mystoticflis that somehow or other a very high official in 
the service of the Assc^m-Bengal Pailway wh^) happens to be the Presi- 
dent of the European Association of Chittagong and the Superintendent 
of Police, Chittagonjf, came to know of this matter. The President of 
the European Assoeintion sent a letter to tlie boy ittid the Superintendent 
of Police sent a telegram to him requesting b4m to appear before them 
with the papel’s in his possession, meipiing thereby the documents for 
substantiating his allegations. The boy escorted by the Intellijteitc^ 
Branch^Sub-Tnspector^of Feni wfiut over to Chittagong and appeared be- 
fore tliese two gentlemen and produced tlie documents and convinced 
them about tlie truth of his allegations. Those two gentlemen then 
advised the boy not to jiroceed witfi the matter further because notbiiig 
would come out of it. On tbe other band, tliey gave him allurements 
that be would be provided vf.it b a job under the Assam-Bengal Pailway. 
Somehow or other, the natter leaked (Tut, and then appiVsbending that 
questions might be put in this session of the Assembly, the boy was 
served with a letter from the District Traffic ?>uperinteiident, Assam- 
Bengal Pailway, asking him to present himself on the 22nd July for 
interview Before the Selection Board. The boy*liad never submitted any 
application f(fi' any job, and be then wrote a letter to the Commissioner 
of the Chittagong Divisicgi staling that he did not want to act against his 
conscience, and the Divisional Commissioner sefit h^m a Jeply. ThBre- 
aftQT the boy wrote another lekter to the Divisional CommisfioDer who 
in reply assured the boy to keep his promises. Of course, these gentle- 
men were under the impression that the boy would kdbp the matter 
secret, but the letters of the particular officer concerned disclosing these 
filthy matters as well as the letter of the President of the European 
Association and the telegram of the Superintendent of Police and the 
two letters of the llivisional Commissioner of Chittagong were all in the . 
safe custody of, the boy. I have had an opportunity of going thraugl^ 
all those papers and have been convinced that after the complaint was 
Hiade to the Gc^vernment of Bengal, a serious attempt was made to hSsh 
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up the matteV. Sir, I appeal thrdhah.^u to the ^'ouse that if high 
officers placed in charge of the Int^lllgeape Branch of tha^diairict atoop 
80 low what excesses will not belooih^itted by the silbordinatt, staff ? 

Then, Sir, I shall now turn to atother incident which happened in 
Comilla, in which another Military Intelligence Officer was concerned. 
Miss Brahma, a detenu and homeinternee, was attacked with fever in 
January last, and she was feeling excruciating pain, and. her father 
submitted a petition to the Superintendent of Police for bor^ medical 
treatment and, if necessary, for her removal t(5 Calcutta. Days, ptissed 
and no reply was sent. Then, Sir, wlien the condiliosj of the girl became 
critical, the father of tbe girl called in the Military Surgeon* Captain 
‘ Prosser? He examined the girl and declared that it was a case of 
t^bscess in the abdomen and that she had passed the st^^ge of .operation. 
On the next day he came again and declared tha^ t^e case was hopeless. 
The Unfortunate girl met with a tragic death because of the callous 
indifference of the authorities and because she could not be removed to 
Calcutta for treatment. After her death, there wjis a funeral procession 
when "the dead body^’^as taken io the cremation ground and some young 
men of Comilla joined irithe procession. This the Intelligence Branch 
officers could not tolerate. The next day some young mbn-7-three, four, 
- cr five in number — were visited by the police, and the Military Intelli- 
gence Officer and one Inspector Kushali mercilessly beat these boys for 
taking part in this funeral procession, causing bleeding injuries to one 
of them. The lather of one of the injured boys sent a petition to the 
police, but perhai)8 the matter was hushed up or no enquiry was made. 
This is the state ot affairs, Sir, which prevails in this province. It is 
said that the duty of the police consists in the prevention and detection 
of crimes and of their general readiness fo assist or render help to every 
individual of the community. As regards prevention of crimes, I sub- 
mit that in the year 1^02-0d, when the Indian Police Commission sat, 
the police expenditure was a little over 46 lakhs; in the year 1923-24 the 
expenditure increased to Rs. 1,73,31,000; and in the yeaf 1932-33 it 
mounted up to Rs. 2,20,85,000; and in the present yeai^ the estimated 
amount is Rs. 2,27,69,000. As regards the strength of the force fat 
b^jrths have been created at the top as a result of the Report of the 
Indian Police Commission, with the object of exercising careful and 
effective supervision and control over the Police Force. Ihe 
strength oV the Police Force in 1913-14 was 17,495; 
in 1922-23, 23,498; in 1931-32 it increased to 26,791; and for 
the. present year the strength is 31,690. The number of police-stations 
in 1912 was 453; it was increased to 688 in 1921; and now. Sir,, R is 
about 700. If we study, on the other hand, the number of crimes, we 
^find that that number has been gradually increasing. The more the 
contribution from the public exchequer, the greater is the number of 
c&nes ooitimittecL This is an indication that the poliqe administration 



1987.]; iDEM^tFO^ GRANT. 588 

in Bentjcu, ictiow with reg^ Ito. (he preveE?tion of crimes, is a total 
failure. *|Phen as regards delefciiim';^f crimes, frOm the figures it 
appears that 6'nly 30 per pent. ^ tEe cases are sent up for trial, and 
practically iff per ce\it. of the casts undetected, and 2G per cent, 

of the cases, on an average, end in conviction. 

The third point is that it .is the duty of the police to render help to 
every individual in the community. I must subiyit, Sir, that these offi- 
cers ntTctr for a nmmeut feQl that they are public servants ; they never 
discharge any of their* functions| in the^ spirit 4 )f service ; they rather 
take pride to keejf our p6f)ple in perpetual terror and to make us feel 
that iho^ have unlimited powers of oj)pression and mischief. Corruption 
in greater or less degree also prevails from the Inspector down to thd 
pettiest*conSta]ile. Investigating sub-insj)ectors are dishonest, and 
tyranical, for they^a^ize money when an investigation j)roceed8. They 
go to the villages wheje th^^f seek to create opportunities for realizing 
money, and they are not only'a burden to tfie complainant but also to the 
witnesses, and sometimes lo the whole village. If these investigaflng 
officers do not get siifficient money to'fill their pc^lcets, they harass and 
insult the people. This is, Sir, what is police administration in this 
province, If*is said that we have got; 

(At^this stage the member ^laving reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) * 


Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED KHANDKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir,' my • 
friend has made a speech in support of the token cut motion which he 
has moved, from which and from the ‘appeal that he ha^ made I do 
gather that this appeal was to the Hon’ble the Jlome Minister, that the 
police should change their attitude. So long the idea that prevailed 
among the police officers Avas that they were masters of the people, hui 
with the inauguration of the new constitution and new Government 
they should Se made tc> understand that they arc not the masters, but 
merely the servants of tJie people. The peopl^ of this province w^ere 
tongue-tied so long, and they should be released froiu*their teyor. I can 
cite many instances, Sir, of their had behaviour, but I shall cife one or 
two cases only on the present occasion. It is very diffijult for people 
to get redress at the hands of the district police. My friend, Mr. Abdul 
Bari, complained yesterday against the district jiolice, hut he could not 
give expression to his complaint. Now, the district polfce ought fo do 
their work in a be^jtter manner than they are doing at present. People 
do not get redress at their hands when they are approached. They are 
treated in a manner anything but gentlemanlike, and their oppressiorF 
and maltreatment has become proverbial, refefenpe to which*hag b§en 
made by Mr. Skirendra Nath Biswas in connection with the Chhaogan 
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case— similar treatment find oppression w^re also meted to people who 
approached them. In ordinary cases of ^heft, Sir, when*the police are 
approached by the people, the police do not receive these informations 
regularly. Why? Because the more the number of infofttaation about 
theft the greater the discredit that it brings, on the police, and these 
village people are driven away with soft words. Then, Sir, if a theft is 
committed on a particular day and information is lodged on that day also 
they do not go to that place that day, so that it might become difficult 
for them to trace the thieves. Tkis is the sort of work, Sir /» that the 
police are doing now-a^days. A good^deal of mbney is spent, as will be 
apparent from the budget, on the district police, amj the figure under 
this head exceeds that uiwler the head “Education.” Upon the district 
‘police budget Its. 1,46,00,000 is charged, whereas for Education it is 
Rs. 1,26,00,000 and odd. Now, Sir, let us look to the,]butiget-of other 
major provinces, viz!, of Bombay and Madras. 'Ini-the past years we 
have seen that more money was spent on Education there than on Police. 
Ill Bombay last .\ear and the year before a lakh of rupees was spent 
moi’e on Education than on Police. Now, Sir, if illiteracy is gone from 
the country and people become educated, there will not be so much 
crime, and so much iiolio*) expenditure would not be necessary. There- 
fore, with llie inauguration of iirovincial autonomy we hofie to see a cut 
iu the Police Budget; but instead of that we find the figure is greater 
than under Education. Such a big amount should not be spent dpon the 
district police only to report on suspects and track down criminals. 
Their real duty is to follow a gentlemanly, fair, and fearless policy, and 
what is more they should not molest innocent people but bring the crimi- 
nals to book and do justice to the (country people, as I have said and as I 
may repeat fairly, fearlessly, and gentlemanly. I would submit that 
.such a big expenditure should nof be allowed under the new constitution 
for the district police. Their whole work is now much minimized. 
There was some justification for keeping a big police force in the past, 
because unfortunately for Bengal there were some unhappy incidents in 
the past in the form of terrorist activities and subversive movements in 
this province. At that time there was necessity for maintaining such 
a big district police and incurring such big ^expenditure. But at the 
pi’^seiit moment, Sir, the situation is fully under control, and there is a 
lull in terrorist activities throughout the whole province. In view of 
this lull in the situation, the maintenance of such a big police force at 
this enormous expenditure is not required and cannot be justified. 

Then, Sir, the situation also has changed now as will be evident 
from the fact Uiat the premier political organisation in the country,’ I 
mean the Congress, which did not enter the former Council have, with 
the inauguration of the new constitution, come into it. There is a change 
^of policy in that political organisation ; they have not only entered it, 
bqt in other provinces have accepted office as well. In view of this 
political change and the cult of non-violence which the youths of Bengal 
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have accepted, I respectfully submit that any fubversive movement will 
not be able to make its headw£fy in Beng^al. In these circumstances, 
there is no necessity for a big police force in the ‘districts at an enor- 
mous cost. **frhe mftney that would be saved by curtailing the number 
of district police officers ^can be diverted to education. 1 submit that 
there is not sufficient work for the district police, and I will give an 
instance which will show thgit it is sJ. There was a case of theft of a 
used up broomstick and sundry other things the aggregate value of 
which w«s only 4.anua8. for this there was an investigation over a 
very big area covering two thana^ and a Jarge member of witnesses were 
examined with tl\§ result jihat a female was arrested ahd placed under 
trial. She went undefenched and the Magistr^ite was very reluctant to 
pass a sentence, and let tier go with a warning. So it will bo seen that 
having fuo wf)rk,to do, the district police goes to investigate case of theft 
of a broomstick. 


I therefore respi^ctfully submit that the IIoniBle Minister should 
listen to the appeal of the mover and send a ciicular to the police officers 
reminding tlf?m that they are* the servants of the peojde and not their 
masters. • 


Mrs. ELLEN WEST: Mr. SfKuiker, a department whose utility to the 
public is dei>endent entirely on its efficiency ought not to be exposed to 
the whims and fancies of any legislature. Economy calculated merely 
to reduce the administrative charges qj such a de]>artinept is not com- 
patible with efficiency. No (jovernment can efficiently discharge its 
duties in the constructive field it there is uot^sufficient saHeguard for 
the maintenance of peace and tramiuillity in the area it administers. 
This is trife of Congress (fovernment as it is tfue of any oilier (Govern- 
ment. The aid of tlie police has l>een sought during the past few weeks 
not only in Bengal, but also in those provinces where Congress has 
formed Ministries. If anywffiere economy should l)c iiikoduced with 
special legard to efficiency, it in the Bolice Depirtment. ^aibne of 
the police even in a single instance would demoralise it in the eyes of the 
unruly section of the public, and the offenders will be Encouraged to 
repeat their performances. The knowledge of the existence of an 
efficient police is a safeguard against recrudesceflce of diiorders and dis- 
obeyal of established laws. The trend of the discussion which has 
taken place so far seems to indicate that the re.sponsibility for the main- 
tenance of law ^nd order rests only with the Ilon’ble Minister in charge^ 
I would like to point out that this responsibility is shared by tkis House. 
The Hon’ble Minister is only an instrument of this House. He canhot 
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carry out his important diJLties if he had not the co-operation and support 
of this Souse. Unfortunately we have had many instanc^ in the last 
few weeks — indeed during the last f^w days — which clearly 
testified to the necessity of an efficient police ^oroe. This 
Souse may now decide to reduce the Police Budget. But what 
will be the after-effects? Human nature being what it is, a change 
of heart cannot grow overnight. ^Beduction in the police grant and a 
consequent decrease in the strength and efficiency of the police force 
would only serve to liberate the forces of disorder which have' happily 
been practically absent ifor some time j^st. 

1 

I would like to take this opportunity of bringing to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Hepaitment certain disabjlities under 
which sections of the police force are suffering. Jl refe/ particularly to 
Anglo-Indian sergeants. I do not wish to raise the question of policy 
governing the recruitment of European ex-sbldier« of the British Army, 
but in these days of unemployment and stress I dp not see any reason 
why a greater number of Anglo Indians should not be recruited into 
the force. I maintain that if Anglo-Indian sergeants have proved them- 
selves capable of filling a certain percentage of these posts* the efficiency 
pf the force will not be impaired by the recruitment of a larger i>er- 
centage of Anglo-Indians. Then, agaiq, I understand, I speak subject 
to correction, that there is a considerable disjxarity' in the conditions of 
service' of British soldier sergeants on the one hand and Anglo-Indian 
sergeants on the other, although the duties required of both classes of 
sergeants are absolutely identical. 1 believe that whereas the British 
soldier is confirmed in liis appointment within six months of his recruit- 
ment, the Anglo-Indian is mainly .recruited to temix)rary posts and is kept 
on in this capacity for two and sometimes three years. There are other 
such differences in terms, I need hardly say that such differential treat- 
ment between members of the same force doing similar duties may often 
create discontentment resulting in inefficiency. That there has not been 
any deterioration in their work notwithstanding this invidious difference 
is a tribute to the sense of duty of the Anglo-Indian sergeants. I appeal 
to ihe Minister in charge to give this matter his sympathetic and early 
attention. ^ ‘ 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before I adjourn the House I would like to draw the 
special attention of the members to a complaint made to me that mem- 
bers indulge in a considerable amount of smoking within the Chamber 
durihg intervals with the result that the House becomes stuffy. I have 
myself iloticed that during division one member began to 
smoke almost frpm the very door leading to the lobbies. I hope 
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members will refrain from doing so; otherwise^ it would imposaibl# 
to carry on the business in this House. 

(The rioUdfe was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After AdjoWnment.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHTMAN BIDDIQI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, a good deal lia* 
been said about thej’olice Dei>artil^ in the cuti^that have been so ably 
put before the Hohse. I ^ould lijte to make an appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge on hehnlf of* if I may so put ^t, the Indian section that^ 
still notss with regret that the past has not yet gone away altogether. 
A new world has come jnto existence and we as IniJian.s exiiect that the 
police, which in the mind of njost of us is synonymous with cruelty and 
vindictiveness «nd possesses' jioint of view* which is definitely anti- 
Indian, anti-national gnd is always of a tyiie that makes us shudder viill 
undergo a change. ,Jhc police, Sii, is.n neeessity^in every country, but 
here, in a country s^docile as ours, the iwcent^e allotted to this depart- 
ment is as high as 10. None; of us desires lawlessness. If neces- 
sary, to suppress it, one might go eveh to n higher figure. There 
howevef, a fundamental differepee of opinion on this subject. I\hat 
may be a very noble 'object to me and a lieautiful ideal to be attained 
may be considered as criminals by those wlio stick to the traditions of 
the imst. Could I, Sir, through you, apical to the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge to adopt a new angle of vision, to look at us not as iienple who 
should be locked up but as m.n, however unworthy, who are trying to the 
best of their abilities to serve the country to which they Ijplong and for 
whose freedom, for whose advancement, among the nations of the world 
they are doing their little bit. Assurances haflj been given. We are 
grateful for some of them, but. Sir, what 1 would like to hear not only 
from the Muister in charge but from the whide Cabinet is that from now 
onwards the pSint of view and the angle of vision have definitely changed 
for the better. I know- \jie present Cabinet has to suffer under the 
traditions of the past. Let them take courage ib both th*ir hands md 
let them for once decide that Bengal like the other provinces oWndia has 
also come into its own, that the criteria for judging movements t^hat the 
criteria for judging the characters of workers in the i»fitical field, in 
the field of labour, and. in a sense, workers in the service of the public— 
not necessarily Governmental but even service* outside Govern«ient 
departments, have changed. We are all working for a common goal, 
for a common ideal Let us feel and let the Cabinet make us feel that 
their ambitions, their ideals are in no way different from oura. I. 
should like. Sir, the Cabinet to make a gesture once and for alkthat this 
new position has been created and that I may walk about the streets' of 
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Calcutta i<itli my Jiead high and not as one who is a criminal. The 
police, Sir, all over India has been considered as not a department com- 
posed of angels: commissions have been appointed to investigate their 
highhandedness and, for the matter of that, not only the police in ludia 
but everywhere else is not considered to be the best ,of departments. 
Here in Bengal, where the police felt that it was the master of the people 
and not their servant, the Cabine't will have to make a bigger effort, a 
greater effort to bring Jiome to us that we are now free citizens of Bengal 
and free citizens of India, and that we need not,, be ashamefl of our 
being Indians. ^ Once 4his attHude i^, adopted, I am inclined to think, 
Sir, that we shall not require such a huge amount fbr this department. 
The Criminal Investigation Department was cii^cu^ssed yesterday. I may 
speak, Sir, with some knowledge of its Political Branch and in this if I 
show a bit of feeling you w;ill pardon me. Sir, the members of this 
terrible department can be compared only to what we have read about 
the Checka, in Russia. Sir, they show an amount of vindictiveness, they 
show an amount of cruelty which is i)orhai)s unexampled. I beg of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge through you, Sir, to make his influence felt. 
Catch hold of the criminal by all means if he is a criminal, but as I have 
already submitted to you. Sir, the criteria wull have to be^ new and the 
points of view" will have to be altered considerably. 

I « VAX 

India, Sir, especially its politically-minded section, has realised that 
active revolutions, that direct action are no good. Under the 
influence of that great sage of India we have learnt that there is a 
weajx)n in our hand wdiich is called ‘‘Ahimsa” — non-violence. Through 
that we can attain to heights which jierhaps active revolution may hot 
help us to attain. If the IIonTde Minister looks at things from my 
point of view- ’and if he uses his influence and looks at Ihings from tlie 
Ahimsa angle of vision 1 am absolutely certain. Sir, that by January 
when a ]K)rtion of this budget wdll have to be reconsidered, he might 
through this new jwint of view decide to reduce some of Jhis huge 
expenditure. We do need money for nation-building departments. 
We wmnt education to go ahead. We want agriculture, industries and 
mgny other national activities which are being starved to-day to go 
ahead. Therefore, Sir, if I can make this appeal and it it is heard even 
to a very small extent, I shall feel happy that my api)eal has not been 
made in vain. 


Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN; (The member addressed the House in 
Bengali.) 

« 

(In relating an incident, the member was criticising the action of 
a i^articular police officer.) 
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_ Mf • SPEAKERS Mr. Zaman, I would advise you and " also other 
members of the House in this connection that in a discussion if you .want 
to make allegations against a particular individual, **it is only fair that 
you should not do if in a manner which it might be difficult for him to 
refute, and that you shoujd merely mention him as a certain officer and 
not mention his name. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZA^AN continued speaking in Bengali and resumed 
his seat after reaching *the time-iimit. . 


Mr. M. MUKHERJEE addr(;sse(l the House in Bengali, criticising the 
work o/.the* diitrict police and also of the working of the Criminal 
Tribes Act in the 0iiiftagong Division. * • 


The Hofl’oie Knwaja sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, there is a saying* in 

English, “Give tlw dog a had name and then Jfang liim," and 1 am 
afraid this api)lies very aptly to the police foi%e in Bengal. (Dii. Nai.i- 
NAKSiiA Sany.Tl : Oh, oil !) (Mk, JoGKsp Chandua Gupta : It is a “dog” 
nonetheless.) The police force in Ihiiigal number 30,000 and thcrw «a x 
be a few black shee^ (A voic^-: Not few, but “mostly”) in it. To 
condemn the whole police force for the sake of a few is, 1 think, not 
fair or justified. The police force has a very difficult task to pt'rforin, 
and naturally they are the subject of great criticism, because there are 
people who want the police to take action and there are people who 
want them not to take actjon, and then they are blamed for doing 
nothing when crimes are committed, and again they ar» blanuHl when 
they take up investigation because in a particular area a large number 
of crimes have been committed. After all, Sir, there are party fac- 
tions, and the public sometimes do make complaints and bring serious 
charges afid want the police to take action, "but when the jx^lice act 
other par ties^ resent tlieir interference and say that the police are 
partisans and are taking part on behalf of certain people and bodies! 
And the reverse also takes jdace because the comjilainl^ is mad ‘ that 
the police have not taken up»a case because they were pi^^eiiied by 
bribery from taking action ! An illustration of this. Sir, was afforded 
in this House only yesterday. And may I cite anotlTer oue to-day, 
which is the most glaring. The last sjjeaker spoke for about five 
minutes about the wonderful work done by Maulvi Mukhl^swar 
Rahman. And what a wonderful person he is! This is the impression 
that has been created, I am sure, after listening to the honourable 
member who spoke just before me. But may I inform the Hous^ that 
Maulvi Mukhleswar Rahman was convicted after trial in the sessions 
court for daco^ty. Need I remind the members of this House * 
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Mr. NIHARENOU QUTTA MAZUMOAR: Mr. Speyer, Sir, nay 
I say, that this case was dismissed, and he was acquitted? 

( 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAI;: Hear! hear! The information of 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister is /not corrept. 


The Hon’We Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIK.: But I, maintain, Sir, he 
is still in jail for dacoity. 

Dr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Mr'' Speaker, Sir, may 
I draw, your attention once ♦more to the facf'that the Hon.’ble the Home 
Minister might be well advised to make more responsible statements ? 


The Hoti’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; He was convicted for 
keeiting an unlicensed gun. And, Sir, from Noakhali protests, appeals, 
and frantic telegrams and letters appeared in th® Press from time to 
time for dacoities committed in that district, and that mostly from 
gentlemen who are now trying to criticise the action of the police for 
steps taken there. Sir, I fully realise the difficulties of the police, and 
^ I am prepared to admit that there are abuses that can be rectified, that 
there are mistakes committed that should not have been committed 
and also that there is room for impiovement in the behaviour and con- 
duct of the police. N'VLTNaksii.\ Sany.\l : You realise that?) 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think, I might remind the House of 'the comment 
which was made in my absence by Mr. Sarat tChandra Bose yesterday 
that running Commentaries should not be permitted. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: But false statements can be 
challenged surely. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Excuse me; it is very difficult to decide what ii 
true and what is untrue, and once running comments are allowed, it 
would be very difficult to control the ^tuation. 
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Mfs SANTOSH KUMAR BASUs The stateoient was admittedly 
false. 


The Hon’hie Mr. H. S. 8UHRA 

cannot control his followers. 


T 


ARDYS It seems that Mr. Bose 


Rai H)VRENDRA.NATHCHAUDHURI: But who controls youP 


The Hon’ble.Khwaja Sir NAZl\«UDDIN : The present memlwrs of ^ 
Government ])elong to this province and know the conditions of this 
province, ' and I* on behalf of Government,, give ^his assurance again 
to-day that police e*A‘esses will certainly he severely dealt with, when 
the police are found to.l>e in* the wrong; bpUat the same time would 
appeal to the public to co-operate and help by not bringing false ajje- 
gations against the p*olice. Give theip their supijirt and co-oi>eration 
in the discharge of*tlieir duties, and help them ifl every iH)ssible way. 
After all, Sir, whatever may be vsaid, the existence of crime and a large 
number of (Tacoities cannot* bo igjiored. They are these, and 
cannot ^l)e* denied. Then, Sir, suggestions have In'cn ITOde 
that the Tolice Mudget sftould i>e seriously curtailcMl. May 
I inform the House that if we take away the exceptional exi)enditure 
on terrorism, then it will be found that police expenditure in Bengal 
compares very favourably with any similar province in India. (ItAl 
Harenbra Nath Ciiai dui hi : Not at all; not at all.) 1 am positive 
about this fact, and 1 am sure alwut it. (Cries of ‘H^Juestion.”) I 
say that compared with area and iKJpulation and all <fther circum- 
stances, police exi>enditure in Bengal compares very favourably with 
all other provinces in India, (Rai Harenbra Nath Chaubhuri : Not 
at all; not at all.) With regard to the remarks of my friend 
Mr. Siddiqui, when he talked of Ahimsa and*of the determination of 
the people against revolution— active revolution— 1 am sure he must 
have been speaking wdth Jiis tongue in his cheeky because, remembermg 
the history of Bengal from 1930 to 1935, when th^*the(#y of Ahimsa 
was in vogue, I fail to see hoW far the people of Bengal accepted this 
theory of Ahimsa. (A voice: The police were responsible for it.) I 
have repeatedly assured the House that Government will always be 
only too glad to reduce police expenditure if conditions in the province 
improve, as my friend Mr. Siddiqui has suggest^. Oofernment would 
be only too glad \i those who are in favour of violence, if those who 
are in favour of subversive movements changed their angle of vision 
and recognised, the advantages conferred by provincial autonomy mi 
co-operate with Government. By co-operation I do not mean support- 
ing Government; although we „ welcome criticisms, constructive 
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criticisms, and constitiutional opposition but what we do want is the 
creation of an atmosphere in the province against violence and recogni- 
tion of the fact th^'t there is such a thing as Government, Government 
laws and rules, and Government orders. I do not consider it possible 
to reduce any expenditure on police if there is a feeling amongst the 
people — especially amongst the< intelligentsia — that they will not 
recognise lawful orders, that thoiy will not recognise notifications, that 
they will try to deliberately violate them and create trouble. It is 
these acts that necessitate keeping a large police force. 

Mrs. West,* Sir, in her maiden •s’j^eech has very ably put forward 
her points, and one of them referred to Anglo-Indian sergeants. I 
, would like to inform the House that, so far as the pay of the sergeants 
is concerned, there is no difference between the Anglo-Indian sergeants 
and the European sergeants, except that the^Army insists that 
European sergeants should be appointed to i)ermanent jxjsts. The 
result of this is that Angld-Indian sergeants whe'h they are taken in are 
ta^’en in on a temporary basis, and when there is a vacancy in the per- 
manent cadre, they get their promotions. 

As regards the increase in the percentage of Anglo-Indian sergeants 
and other questions, Goveiiimen^t are prepared to look into them. 

• nm 

Sir, yesterday Mr. Surendra Nath Liswas nuuV various allegations, 
and to-day also various allegations have been made against the police. 
Most of the occurrences in respect of which these complaints have been 
made took place during the regime of the old Government, and they 
were dealt with by them in their own way. But in one particular case, 
Sir, reflections have been cast on the character of an officer, and what 
exactly do they amount to and who makes himself responsible for them? 
It would indeed be a curious anomaly if members of this House who 
are claiming the right of oi>en trial for their friends here were in the 
same l)reath 1o seek the j)arliamen1ary privilege of imniunity of a(*cus- 
ing servants of the Crown guilty of punishable conduct without any 
shred of evidence and on mere rumour. Tlie first liint o^r this alleged 
occurrence that Government received was jn a letter received in 
January. ItKnade no personal complaint, but liinted at the importance 
of immediate secret action to save Government from embarrassment. 
That letter was at once referred to the higher police authorities, who 
took the view that it was only a thinly-veiled attempt at blackmail. 
Some time after Government were able to obtain certain letters, some 
of which appeared to call for explanations. There was at no time any 
complaint from, or on behalf of, anyone who claimed to have been 
wronged, and no evidence which in itself would support any criminal 
charge. It is ob’sdously the duty of everyone in possession of such 
evidence to bring it to the notice of Government. Government declined 
to hccept as justifiable aspersions sought to be cast on an officer of 



1937.] . JIEMAND FOR^ GRANT. 673 

the Crown in these circumstances without ^convincin^ proof. The 
officer in questfon left India in January. He is an officer of the Regular 
Army, over whom the provincial Government has no longer any 
jurisdiction whatsoever. All the jmpers in this case have been referred 
to the Army authorities, and it is for those authorities to determine 
what action, if any, should be take!. Pending their decision, there 
is no question of the officer returning to Bengal. 

Sir, I ^oppose the motion that has been moved^ 


The Hon’ble Mh A. K. FAZLli^ HUQ: I would not have intervened 
in this debate but for » the appeal that wds made to the Cabinet 
generally by.my friend, Mr. AWiir Rahman, urging us U> change our* 
angle of vision ^nd to^show that with the inauguration of the Reforjns 
a new era has set iff and that Indians placed in positions of responsi- 
bility can discjiarge their duty to the fuljefft extent with qualities of 
moderation, of toleration and of justice and equity. I can assure 
my esteemed friend that the acute or t]ie obtuse aii^le, if it ever existed 
in this country, haS now disapix?ared and so faf as we are (‘oncerned 
our angle is^^ie right-angle. We the children of the soil know very 
well the defects and the iinjxufectians of the jiolice force in this 
countrj^ 

• 

As for myself during my 35 years experience at the Bar, I have 
defended accused |)ersons, in some cases police officers, accused of 
heinous crimes and I have not infrequently found that tlie charges 
levelled against police officers were absolutely groundless. (Hear I 
hear!) If my friends will liear me to the end, I hope I will be able 
to convince them that much of the criticisms that are levelled against 
the police are at the present moment wholly unjustifiable. I can speak 
of things which will take my memory back to at least half a century 
and I knew when we were mere children that the police officers were re- 
garded as* symbols of cruelty and oppression,* of injustice, of briixoy 
and corruptio^h. These charges in those days were more or less justified. 
But the measure of puljjic opinion, the advancement of education in 
this country and the recognition by the peojfie themsedves of their 
rights and privileges have gradually culminated in bringiifg. about a 
state of things where indiscriminate oppression by police officers or 
bribery or corruption has become absolutely impof^sible. (Hear I 
hear!) I hope my friends will possess their souls in patience. They 
may disagree with me, but I am making a statement, of facts Jrased 
upon my own information of men and things, and I believe and I hope 
that the House itself, if they purge their mind of prejudice, will agree 
with me that the police force have improved in moral very considerably 
at least during the last 20 years. The rules of recruitment Jbove been 
changed. Foynerly any man belonging to the lowest class of society 
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without educhtiou and fulture used to be drafted into the police force. 
Jfowadays it is not unusual to find graduates of Universities, graduates 
in Art, and Law ^coming forward to accept appointments as police 
ofiicers. Only the other day, in the course df my tour, I went to inspect 
a police-station and I found the officer in charge a cultured Brahmin 
who was so very fastidious aboub his literarj^ taste that in the midst of 
his duties he has a small librarynn which he spends at least two hours 
every day. At the time when I went to inspect hi^ office i found on 
his table “Mills’ Eepresentative Government.” That is the kind of 
police officers that we have got now. ' 

i 1 

' * ♦ * 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : *They are very up to date. 


The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL hUq: Ra.- Haieudra Nath Chau- 
dhuri will have to attain my age when he will have my experience also. 
Tiat Brahmin youth struck me as a fine specimen of an Indian whom 
I would have considered eligible for the most * 'responsible judicial 
appointment in this country. It is not infrequent. A^s. a matter of 
fact, Hindu and Moslem officeus recruited nowadays, from the point 
of’^iew of education, are far superior to the police officer^ of two 
decades ago. Gradually, there has beeii this charge and with the rules 
of recruitment Government have also enforced very rigorously the duties 
of supervising officers in going into the localities and making enquiries 
confidentially as regards the manner in which the jxilice officers dis- 
charge their duties; and what with improved education and greater 
supervision, I am convinced that instances of real oppression by the 
police on the •people is becoming more and more rare. (Hear! hear!) 
Hear, hear and learn. I do admit that cases do arise here and there, 
but may I ask my honourable friends, who are asking the House to 
hear, hear, to mention any single country where the police are perfect? 
Are the police perfect in those provinces where the Congress Ministers 
are in power? Are the jwlice officers perfect in BiharV I know of 
five or six instances of oppressions committed on innocent Moslems, 
bu't the police have not* been able to protect them. I have got definite 
evidence* tb that effect. It is not in Bengal alone that the police officers 

are blamed for deriliction of duty. Everywhere in this world 

(Interruption sV) I do not know. Sir, who is going to speak, the 
members or I. 


Khan Bahailur Mauivi PAZLUL QUADIR: On a point of order, 
Sir. For. the last twenty-five days when the Leader of the Opposition 
rose to speak there was no interruption. But whenever our Leader 
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rises to speak, every time he is being interrupted, and there are inter- 
ruptions aftei^ interruptions. We could do a similar thing, but we 
never did it. I want your ruling, Sir. 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUliHURI: Mr. Suhmwardy always 
does that# • ^ 


Mr. SPEAKER :•! have already draVn refeated jfttention of the 
members of this flouse to.the^ne»^ssity of giving a patient hearing to 
the Leader of •the Hduse and to the Leader of the Opposition. Jt 
very difliculi for me to stand up* in the midst of a speech and put a stop 
to all sorts of muyerjpg obstructions from this side or that. I ho^)e. 
this will stop. But if it does.not, I give my final word of warning that 
I shall have tke i)ainfifl riec^jjsity of taking drastic steps if there is any 
obstruction when the. Leader of the House or the Leader of the Op[>#si- 
tion speaks. 


•• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; 1 will not detainii^he 

House *’ery long ove^* this que.ftion. I have got very little to say by 
way of contribution to the debate that has already taken place. But 
1 would ask the honourable members of this House to remember that 
those who are charged with executive duties naturally make themselves 
unpopular. There are many here who are chairmen of district boards, ^ 
of local boards and of unioh boards and who know that a little action 
taken against anybody in their sphere* of work makes them unpopular. 
Generally, Sir, the Secretary of an Association becomes more unpopu- 
lar than the President, because the President las not got much execu- 
tive work to do. That is the reason why all the world over the police 
comes in for a very great measure of criticism. The only perfect 
specimen of ?)olice forte, namely, the London Police Force, may have 
some approximation towards an ideal police force; but even they are 
not immune from criticism, and sometimes fron^* ve^ unjustified 
criticism. Crossing over from London to France the Freftoh police, 
especially in Paris, are known to be among the worst specimens of 
police force in the world. In European countries the {Jolice force are 
not perfect, neither in Japan, which is always held up as an example 
of the oriVntal country, nor anywhere in Europe or America can. any- 
one say that police officers are ideal beings. They are after all human 
beings: they are ‘entrusted with large powers and not unnaturally 
there are lapses and abuses of the powers that have been vested in then^ 

I admit. Sir, and the members of the Cabinet freely admit, that oppres- 
sions do occui^ We cannot say that there is no abuse in the working 
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of the police force in thie country. But the best way to get rid of these 
abuses is to help the Government in the best possible vfay and induce 
the young educated men to join the ranks of the police force, and, 
secondly, to see that the machinery of the administration, particularly 
regarding the supervision of the work of the i>olice, is properly carried 
on. There is no use making agitation for i^e diminution of the post 
of Inspector-General or Deputy Inspector-General or Deputy Superin- 
tendent and so forth. On the one hand you want that there should 
be good supervision a^Qd on the other hand there is a constant cry that 
many of these posts should be abolished. Yoii cannot both eat the 
cake and have it. If you want greater supervision you should give 
us a larger number of officers. But if you take aw^y a large number 
of officers for the sake of economy, it would be a false economy because 
there is bound to be laxity of supei vision leading to the abuse of 
the powers with which the police officers may be entrusted. I there- 
fore appeal to the members of this House to take a commonsense view 
of things. Let them realise that the police force have -not only made 
a paarked improvement, but that improvement continues and day by 
day and year by year we hear less and less of instances of police 
oppression than we used to do before. I do admit that there have been 
in many cases glaring dcts of oppression — acts of opp^’ession which 
have really sent a thrill of horror throughout the length and breadth 
of this country. Fortunately, these cases are becoming rarer and rarer. 
Lei us learn to be a little more charitable to this eiass of public servants 
who in the past have had a bad reputation and who have got to get 
rid of their bad reputation under very trying circumstances. 

I appeal to all members of this House to take that view so far as 
these men are concerned. I would appeal to the honourable mover of 
the motion tc^ withdraw his motion. We can give him this assurance 
that we are as careful as we can be to look into the complaints and we 
are as anxious as is possible to see that cases of police oppression or 
police corruption become rarer and rarer. 

(At this stage the Chief Minister resumed his seat after reaching the 
timc-liinit.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir, you were kind enough to 
<iircct that we should not make running comments when the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister speaks. Bui would you kindly allow us to place 
certain figures^ regarding police expenditure in other provinces before 
you!^ 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, unless the House wants to prolong 
thef debate, I cannot do it. 
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Mr. SPeAkeR:* I am sorrv I cannot privo you the time, because 
by agreement with the ^uties 1 have drawn up the time-table and 
I cannot deviate from it. ^ 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath lliswas wa*; then put, and a divi- 
sion takefi with th^* followiiyi: result : — 


a7e8. 

. N 


Abdul Wahad, Maulvi. * 

Gupta, Mr. Jogaih Chandra. 

Abu Hauain^arka^ Maulvi. 

• Haian All Chowdhury, Mr. Syid. 

Abul Fazal, Mr. Md. b 

Himatiingka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 

Aftab All, Mr. 

Jalaludifln HathimQ, Mr. Syad. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. 8yad. 

Jonab Ah Majumdir, Maulvi. 

Aiimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Khan, Mr^Dabindra Lill. 

Banarjaa, Mr. P. * 

Kumaiq Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Banerjai, Mr. Pramalha Nath. 

Kundu. Mr. Niihitha Nath. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Sibnath. * 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bihari. 

Banarji, Mr. Satya Priya. ^ 

Maitra, Mr. Sura^a Mohan. 

Bannarjaa, Mr. Monoranjan. 

Maji, Adwaita Kumar. 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mri. Hamaprova., 

Bhawmik, Dr. GobiiiM Chandra. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Biiwas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 

Boil, Mr. Sarat Chandra. 

Maniruzzaman lilamabadi, Mauiana Md. 

Chakrabartf, Babu Narandra Narayan. 

Maqbul Hotain, Mr. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. * 


Chattopadhyay, Babu Haripada. 

Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Chandhuri, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Mukharjj, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Chippandala, Mr. J. W. 

Muilfck, Srijut Aihutoih. 

Dat, Babu Mahim Chandra. 

Pain. Mr. Barada Proianna. 

Daa, Babu Radhanath. 

Ramizuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Dai Qupta, Babu Khagindra Nath. 

Roy. Mr. Kamalkriihna. 

Dai fiupta. Dr. J. M. 

Roy. Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Dat Qupta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Boy, Mr. Kiihori Pati. ^ 

Datta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinakiha. 

Datta Qupta. Mill Mira. 

Sanyal, Mr. faianka Bakhar. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 

Shamiuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Emdadul Hauqa, Kazi. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Qheia, Mr. AtulVriihna. 

Sur, Mr. Haifndra Kumar. 

Qiaiuddin Ahmad, li||. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


. NOES. 


AMul Aziz, Mauiana 
AkdttI Bari, Maulvi. 

AMhI Kaflz. Mr. Mirza. 

AUttI Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr. Md. 
AM«I Hamid, Mr. A.M. 

ANnI Jakbar, Maulvi. 

AMul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md> 
ANul Kadar, Mr. 

AMul Karim, Mr. 

ANul Latif Biiwaa, Mmilvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. lyad. 

AMut b#akab KbaUr Mr. 

• 

18 


Abdulla-al Mahmood, Mr 

Abdur Rahaman, Khan Bahadur A. F, M 

Abdur Rahman Biddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Ratchid Mahmaed, Mr. 

Abdur Raihtt^ Maulvi Md.* 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvi 8. 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. 8hah. 

Abdul Shahvfd, Maulvi Md. 

Abidur Raza Chawdhury, Khan Bahadur. 
Abul Haihim, Maulvi. 

AbttI Haiain, Mr. Ahmad. * 

Abul Quaiam, Maulvi. 
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Attab Heiafn Joardar, Maulvi. ^ 

Ahmad Alt, Khan Sahfb Waulana Enayatpuri. 
Ahmad AH Mridha. Maulvi. , 

Ahmad Hotain, Mr. 

Alfaiuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Aminuliah, Maulvi. 

Amir Ali, Md. Mia. 

Armitrong, Mr. W. L. 

Aahrafali. Mr. M. 

Aulad Hoiiain Khan, Maulvi. 

Aihar Ali, Maulvi. 

Bannerman, Mr. H. C. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Pramhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puipajit. 

Barman, Babu Upandra Nal 
Biswai, Babu Lakihmi Nara^ 
lark, Mr. I. A. 
oopar, Mr. C. Q. 

Grotflald, Mr. U. M. 

Unif Mr. Anukul Chandra. , 

Das, Mr. Kirit Bhutan. 

Dai, Mr. Monmohan. 

Data, Babu Debandra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bagum. < 

Failul Huq, tha Hon'ble Mr. A. 1^. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. 

Fazlur Rahman Muktaar, Mr. 

Farguatn, Mr. R. H. 

Qammatar, Mr. E. 0. 

Giaiuddin Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr. 

Qolam Sarwar Notaini, Mr. Shah Syad. 

QritTithi, Mr. C. 

Qurung, Mr. Dambar Singh. 

Habibullah, the Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur, K., cl 
Dacca. 

Hafltuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

Hamiuddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 

.Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hatham All Khan, khan Bahadur. 

Naiina Murshed, Mn. 

Natemaliy Jamadar, Khan Sahib, ' 

Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Handry, Mr. David. 

Idrii Ahmad Mia, Mr. 
lapahani, Mr. M. A. H. 

Jatimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

Kai;am Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syad. 
MacLauchtan, Mr. C.' 8. 

Mafizuddin AbiV.ed, Dr. 

Mafizuddin Chowdhury, Maulvi. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 


Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

Mandai, Mr. Banku Beharr. * 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandai, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Miles, Mr!* C. W. • ^ 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Milne> Robertson, Mr. C. E. L. 

Mohtin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Morgan,Mr. Q., C. i. E. 

Moslem A i Moil ah, Maulvi. 

Mozammcl Huq, Maulvi Md. ^ 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Maulvi Syad. 
Mohammed Ali, Khan Cahadur. ' 

.Muhammad Istiaqua, Maulvi. 

Muhammad IsraM.^Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddique, Lr. Syad. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Mr. 

Muilick, the Mon'ble Mr. Mukundai Bahary. 

Mqllick, Mr. Pulin Behari. 

Musharruff Hostain, the ^Hon*bla N6wab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Mustagaswai Hsque; idr. Syad. 

MustUia Ali Dewan Sahib, Mr. 

Nandy, ‘Xhe Hon’ble Mahargja Sris Chandra, of 
Kasimbazar. 

Natarullah, Nawa^zada K. 

Nauthar Ali, tha Hon’ble Maulvi Syad. 

Nazimuddin, the Hbu’ble Khwaja Sir, K.C.I.E. 
Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Patton, Mr. W. C. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Raikat, tha Hon'bh Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

R^iibuddin Taraldar, Maulvi. k 

Roy, Babu Patiiif^. 

Roy, the Hon’ble Sir Bi)oy Prasad Singh, Kt. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Saflruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan 

Barker, the Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khawaja. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Slaven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy.'tha Hon’bla Mr, H. S. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Maulvi. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Total Ahmed Chowdhury, Malulvi Haji. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

West, Mrs. Ellen. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Yusuf Ali Chowdhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr. 


The Ayes being- (j4 and Noes 132, the motion was lost. 


ihe motion that a sum of Rs, 2,09,08,000 be granted for expendi- 
ture under the head “29 — Police” was put and agi*eed to. , 
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The Hon’ble Nawah MU8H/(RRUFF HO^SAIN, Klian Bahadur: 

Sir, on the reeommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Bengal, 
I beg to move that a sum of Rs, 70,27,000 be granted for expenditure 
uiider the head “27»— Adimnistration of Justice.” 

It is not usual for a iflan occupying my position to intii(!t a speech 
here just at the introductory stage, f^it a lot of misunderstanding will 
be cleare(i if I would tell *my friends at the outset the tinancial 
implication of the budget estimate J have presented to the House. 
Sir, out of 7G lakhs i cpu point out one item, namely, 04 lakhs which 
is spent for the Coiirts of Sessions Judges, Sflbordioate Judges and 
Munsifs. Of this* about 21 laklis go for the }»ay or salary of the 
officers, I meiwn Seshsiops Jbdg^s, Subordinate dudges, Assistant 
Sessions, Jinjges and Munsifs; ^4 lakhs go for estahlislinuMii charges 
and 10 lakhs ^ for miscellaneous expendjture. ^So out of 7(i laljis 
that I ask you to gfhnt reall^^ 04 lakhs are earmarked just for caiay- 
ing on the adyiinistration oli the country, jii»d you ought to know 

. • 

Mr. SPEAKER? Nawah Sahih, \o\\ are to .ll^dress the (^hair and 
not the members. 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUShArRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

am really addressing the Speaker, hut in doing so it is not always 
necessary tliat I should look to him. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tht' Sainl. has misunder.^looil me. if 

you are addressing the Speakei', you should not say ”you ouglit to 

know.” • 


The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Out of these 34 lakhs of rupees that aie meant for the pav of peons 
and clerks, I do not belie\e thei(* can he aify object wm lioin aTiy 
quarter. There remains just 2J. lakhs of rupees wduch the boiintry is 
to spend for getting justice. If you want to see that your (piarrels 
are to be adjud.cated iii>on, if you want to get s<ime sorted' satisfaction 
against the action of the officers whom you tried to denounce just now, 
it is my department who can give you that reliek It isrf)n this ground 
I can tell you that the High Tourt has been practically made immune 
from all ciiticismjf of this House. I do not mean to say that to-day 
you will have no opimrtiinity of discussing the demand, Imt I should 
tell you that, r^^ally speaking, under section 228 of the Goveyiment of 
India Act, the High Court with all its expenditure is to he treaied*as 
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closed departilient and the demand is not votable. So what I want to 
tell you is this, that the whole administration of the oeuntry can go 
on merrily if Judiciary can he kept absolutely immune from any 
interference from The Executive. With this object in , view, really 
speaking, the deniaiifl for the High Court has been considered to be 
i)on-vota!ble. If it is thought that the High Court has lost its 
independence, that the High Court is not doing justice and if you have 
no confidence in the High Couri, the whole siructure of the Govern- 
ment will crumble )o pieces. Make the High Court as much 
independeni as iK)Ssible, place your case before ‘’that independent 
Iribunal, and I am fully sure that ail the trouble in the country will 
disappeai-. Sir, that being the position, T hope the' trend of our dis- 
cussion will completely' change and we ’will,, find pot the same 
‘acrimonious debate taking place on the floor of the House as^ we saw 
during the lust two da,\s. My friend Mr, Biswas, when lie raised a 
point of order yesterday, quoted some passages' h dm the finding of a 
Judg(‘ of an unknown phuje and this show’s thpt just an opinion ex- 
pressed liy u dudge has been taken so seriously and shows a sentiment 
of “resjieTd for the Judicial system. 1 appeal to Sir, and through 
you to the Hous(> t'frat my grant is not to he taken as a grant foi' 
inflicting u :uhfm on anybody. It is ieall,\ a gram whiidi you will 
liave to make just for the safety of jour life and property in the 
coioUry. If that is so, I hope you will pass it without any censure 
motion. With these few remarks. Si/, I beg 4“^) place my demand 
before the House am] 1 hope the House will pass it. 

Rai HAREKDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, 
Sir, the lloii’bh' ^^illi^ter has just said that the High Couri with all 
its expenditure is a closed department. We weie under the impression 
that the High (huirl was going to close for the Poojah vacation. 


Mti SPEAKER I Mr. liai Chaudhuri might have avoided raising 
this point of order, as T myself was going to take notice of ii. I think 
there might he some misapprehension as a rcvsult of the statement of 
the Hon’ble Minister. I think the implication of section 79 is not pro- 
perly understjOod. Sei tion 79 says that “So iniu li of the estimates of 
expendit line as leLites to expenditure charged upon the leveriues of a 
proviiu-e shall not he submitted to the vote of the Legislative 
Assemhly, luC nothing in this sub-section shall be construed as pre- 
venting the discus.sion in the legislature of those estimates other than 
estimates relating to the salary and allowances of the Governor.” I 
may at the outset say that in this discussion there cannot he any 
reflection on the conduct of any court of justice, bui subject to that it 
win be open to the House to discuss the demand even though it is not 
'subject to the vote of the House. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for fifteen, minutes.) 
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(After Adjournment. f 

Mfi DH^ENDRA N/^TH DATTA: Sir, I be^ to move that the 
demand of Rs. 76,S7,000 for expenditure under the head “27 — Ad- 
ministration of Justice” l)e reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the total grant on the admlnistiiation of justice is Rs. 1,03,89,000. 

Of this sum Rs. 76,27,000 is votable and the balance of Rs. 27,62,000 is 
charged •on the revenues of the province. Tins is the (institution 
which we have got and this is the provincial autonomy. The admini- 
stration of justice cdn be mainly\livided into five heads, namely, the 
High Court, the Civil and Se^ssiovs Courts ig the districts, the Presi- 
dency Magistrates’ Counts, the Courts of Small t’auses and the legal 
oificers.* Af t^the High Court, I shall not say much, nor am I in a 
position to speak Moreover, the vChole (rtnount is charged *oii 

the revenues of tlie province.* Tn this matter, I want t^> tell the House 
that under th^ old Government of India Art we had tlie right to refuse 
to assent to the pay.of the establishment of the High (knirt. Cittler 
the new Act that jmwer has been takrn away. (^cannot curtail tin* 
number of the peons ot the Higli Court nor (‘-jn we reduce tlie pay of a 
peon of the 4iigh Court by a^ single pie, not to speak of the Judges. 
The salaries of the High (hunt .Indies are sacrosanct. It has J^een 
provider! in the Government ojj India Act. Hut in tliis connection I 
want to tell the that the estimated cost tliis y(‘ar on the head 

High ( ’ourt is Rs. 18,09,(100. Hut the actual expenditure in the year 
1933-34 was Rs. 16,47,000 and in the year 1934-33 Rs. 1(),29,000. The 
expenditure, therefore, is on the increase. We feed and T hope the 
members of the House wil^ agree with me tliat as a matter of fact • 
there is sufficient room for’ retrenclimjpiit. The numher of Judges of 
the High Court can he safely reduced without affecting efficdency of 
the department. The High Court remains idosed for six and half 
months; it does not sit on Saturdays; it sits up to 4-30 p.m. and iio(. 
up to ^Hy (Uitting down the numher of Jiolidays the number of 
Judges c:aii Ije reduced; but this is not to be, because the number and 
the salaries of the High Court establishment are sacrosanct. Hefor(‘ 

I come to the other subject, 1 wish to refei^ to one ^otber matter, 
namely, the cost of the paper hooks. Sir, from my expei^ence as a 
law^yer I can say that the co.st of the papei Iwxiks has been ruinous 
among the litigants, and many litigants have been depyved of justice 
beciause they could not afford to pay for paper InK^ks. So th(‘ whole 
system requires overhauling. 

Next, Sir, I shall come to tlie civil courts and sessions c^iurts. I 
shall first of all touch on the system of recruitment. Sir, an Indian 
Civil Service officer joins the post of an Assistant Magistrate jn a 
district and in ‘the (xiurse of a year and a half be is placed Jn chargd* 
of a subdivision. He rules the subdivision with executive ze.al Jor 
three years. In the cxiursp of three and half a years he is suddenly 
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placed in cliarge of thi civil administration of the district to hear 
appeals from the SuJjordinate Judges. In this connection, Mr. Speaker, 
will jf'oU allow me' to read an extract from the despatc^h which was 
sent in 1907' from the Government of India to the" Secretary of State. 
It reads thus: — , „ 

* ‘‘It would be difficult to exa/ggerate the political dangers of the 
present situation or the importance of effecting a material improve- 
ment in the capacity*' training and status of the Indian Civjl Service 
Judges. It is impossible at any rate in' the. advanced provinces to 
justify a system under which' a gentleman, who .has no knowledge of 
civil law and who has never been ii)side a civil cou’rt in his life, can 
,l)e and often is at one siep promoled to^be a. Judge of .Appeal in civil 
cases and io hear appeals from Subordinate Judges wh{^ ar^ trained 
liiwyers with ye^ns of legal experience. Incompetent mVn cannot retain 
their position in the face of a well-founderl criticif^n which is becoming 
more and more searching ‘'avS time goes or . Ok public .grounds, it is 
in\nerative that draslic steps should be taken to remove this blot on 
our administration. 

This was written in 1907 and this also applies to the year 1937. 
On the other side, a Subordinale Judge who always d^fls with civil 
cas^s through his life, at the fag end of his career beC'omes an Addi- 
tional Sessions and District Judge to try important session?, cases; 
how he can try cases relaiing to the fives and libenies of Ihe people 
can easily he imagined. 

Then I c-ome 1o the present svstein of recruitment of munsifs — 
they ai'e recruited from the II. Ls. immediately after passing their 
examinations without any legal knowledge. and without practice in Law 
courts — tills is also had. T hope that the'memhers of the House will 
agree that as a matter of fact the Judiciary should he recruited from 
the members of the liar, i.e., fixnn those members who have shown 
marked abilities in their profession. 

The next thijig that'l wish to draw attention to is the vost of the 
administration. In this connection, as to the Indian «-Civil Service 
Judges’ pay, we cannot touch it. Hut even in the Swan Committee 
Eeport it wav suggested that there should he a revision of pav iii the 
cadre of Ihe Tndi/in Civil Service officers. This committee suggested 
that the pay of the Indian Civil Service officers should be from Es. 375 
to Es. 1 ,500 *v)rd inarily . Hut so far as the sulKU'dinate judiciary is 
concerned, namely, the munsifs and Sulmrdinate Judges, tlie old scale 
of pay, as we .know, was ranged from Es. 200 to Es. 400 for munsifs 
and Es. 500 to Es 800 for Subordinate Judges — that was old sc 4 ile of 
pay before tlie year 1919. In the year 1919, on the eve of the Eeforms, 
thi.s, scale of }xay was revised, and the pay of the munsif was fixed from 
Es. 275 to Es, 700 and the Sulmrdinate Judge Es. 750 to Es. 1,200. 
It .was given effect to on the 1st of December 1919. The reason for 
the revision of the scale of pay in 1919 was. that the cosfi of necessaries 
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of life had increased and the scale of pay also should be increased 
accordingly. On the eve of the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms the cost 
of the administration was thereby increased, and]^ kvok here, Sir, in 
order to balance the budget, what was done: the litigants’ cost was 
also increased by amending the Court-fees Act which increased the 
rate of court-fee and stamp duty w’jis enhanced by 50 per cent, ond 
the Bengal Amusement Tax Act was then passed. Sir, at the; time 
when theSe taxes were impo‘sed, promises were held out tliat as soon 
as the Al»eston SeUlement would be revised, ^Jw?^ield from these taxes 
would become available dor the nation-building departments. That was 
the promise giveij by no less a^persoiiage than Ilis» Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal — I mean Lord. Ronaldshay now Marquis of Zetland, 
the Secretary Stale* for India. \Ve know tfie promise that was givei^ 
has not»be€ii Lilfilled, It is a case of a bioken pledge. Regarding 
the pay of the Jujici^ry it seems to me that th^re is a ditference, in 
outlook between ourselves ami the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Finance. Tht IJon’ble I he T'lnatice Minisjef in replying to the discus- 
sion on the budget, bdd us that the scale of pay that had been revised 
had been done by the past Government. The |j(i:\^of the munsifs is 
moderate, and it cannot be touched; that is sacrosanct. It was said 
also in repl.v,i;ig to a cut motion on the geiferal administration. But 
we think that the scale of j)ay in the case of munsifs should begin 
from IV. 15(1 to Hs. 400 and in the case of the SulKJrdimOe dudges it 
should end at R,'- 50(tf i.e., the scale of pa.\ of the Sul)ordinate Judiciary 
should ])e from IL. 150 to Rs. .500. 1 hope the Rouse will agree with 
me in this mat lei As a matter of fact, in this matter there is a 
difference in the outbtok. The llon’ble Ministers feel that tlie prestige 
of the service lies in higlnu' emoluments, but we feel that the prestige 
of service lies in honesty a-nd in character. 

As a matter of fact, Sir, justice should be cheap and e.xpeditious 
and it should not be the luxury of the rich and the joy of the gambler 
as it is now. 

In thi.^? connection, wuth regard to the cosf of administration so far 
as the siiboiflinate judiciary is concerned, 1 must fell you that it is 
high time that their sca^e of pay should be revi.sed at once. The next 
thing tliat I shall say with re.spect to the co*st of, administration* is 
that I find on a reference to tke budget that an adifitional (^^enditure 
of Rs. 40,000 has been provided, which is involved in the introduction 
of the new High (Viurt Rules and Orders, and an additional co.st of 
Rs. 30,000 for additional staff' in the civil courts, presumably necessi- 
tated by the introduction of the new High (’hurt Orders and Rules. 
Sir, these rules have been framed not under .sectiqn 122 of the Civil 
Procedure Code under the rule-making powers of the High Court. 
They do not fenn part of the sections, nor do they fonn part of th^ 
rules of the Civil Procedure Code. They have been framed — I may 
say T know ]\ci§,y they have been framed— they have been framed in*the ' 
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closed room of a favourite judicial officer of tlie Registrar of the 
Hon’ble High Court ou the Appellate Side. Sir, they are quite illegal 
and they take away the discretion vested in the Judicial officers by the 
Civil Procedure Code. They have had the effect of sacrificing justice 
to expedition; they have created a tendency in the Judicial officers 
to turn out quantity at the sacrifi^ce of quality; and, Sir, what can the 
poor tPlidicial officer do? T kn/)w of a ^ Subordinate Judge, a very 
capable and a very competent officer, who was an Assistant Sessions 
Judge, but his claim to’ "District Judgeship was superseded because he 
allowed an adjournmevt to parties ta effect a compromise in the case. 
This is the position of a Subordinate Judge; wha*t c^n he do? These 
rules have increased the burden of IVtiga-tion*. Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 can 
*multiply instances, but I shall not do^ so lest T lengthen my speech. 
Under order 21, rule 72 of the (Jvil Procedure t^ode, twlien a decree- 
holder wants to hid ‘at the sale in execution c&s^s*, he is required to 
file an application as he got to ask 'tor permission to bid at the 
sale. But under the new rul'es, not only iA he required to file a petition, 
bu*t he has to swear an affidavit in support of his ^letition A\hich entails 
an additional ex[»en(fl^ure of Re. l-O-J. If there m delay even of five 
minutes in filing the ji^tition for time in any (^ase the part\ is 
required to file another petition, to explain the delay. And not only 
this, Sir. He has in addition to swear an affidavit thus Entailing a 
cost of Re. 1-12-d, thereby. This is fne effect ^)f the new rules and 
orders of the Hon’ble High Court, which however are ap])lical)le only 
to the subordinate judiciary. 

Before 1 take my seat, I cannot but refer to the corru])lion wbl(‘b 
has been prevailing in our courts — civil,, criminal and revenue. It 
is an obnoxious thing. This co^'ru])tion has been going on for a long 
time past; practically it is illegal ahirah, but it is licensed and it seems 
to be done under the cfHiiiivan(‘e of the Judicial officers; it has tainted 

the administration of justice 

« 0 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, you must withdraw yoiir expression 
regarding the connivance of Judicial officers. 

• 

Mr. PUIRENERA NATH DATTA? All right. Sir [ do so. It 

has tainted the administration of justice; it has affected the dignity of 
persons and luss really increased the cost of litigation and has affected 
those persons who come to courts in quest of justice. The All-Bengal 
and .Assam Lawyers’ Association have objected to these rules — they 
have drafted a memorial to the Hon’ble High (V)urt ; they have filed a 
memorandum, but in spite of these objections the'se rules have not 
been changed, but I am sure that they will not be changed so soon 
Ibecause the rules are the handiwork of a favourite officer of (Jovem- 
meht, who is tinged with the deepest dye of bureaxicrac^. 
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• • I 

With regard to the judiciary, I have one otT^er word to say. I think 
I should refer to the treatment that these officers accord to the liti- 
grants. These Judicial officers make the litiganl^ feel that they are 
the masters and not* the servants 

(At this stage the meiaher having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) ' 

Mr. F. C. BRASHER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, url^sing on behalf of the 
European Group to opp(5se this cut motion, may^l say first of all that 
I have listened with* great interest and great aitenlion to what 
Mr. Ghirendra Nath Gattiv had to^say. The Jionourahle member is a 
practising lawyer and of 'greater experience and seniority than myself,* 
and I ffind* n^vself, notwithstanding the fact that we belong to 
different parties in House, in agreement with^a great deal of wlTat 
he has said. May 1, howevet, first of all join issue with him on one 
point, and tlia*t is on the question of the ^niy of the judiciary — parti- 
cularly the subordiiial’c judiciary*^ J think there is one ])rinci])le wlifch 
we may all of us ib^ree upon, and that is that thT%l)ourer is worthy 
of his hire. 1 have some small experience mutassal courts and of 
the subordinSle judiciary, although that is a ])hrase that I dislike 
intensely. *1 might perhaps suggest to the Hon’ble Mitiister that it is 
high tiine that a chan^'e is mudt' in nomenclature, and that, instead of 
the word “subordinate” we sliould use the word “civil." In other 
words, we may refer to a Subordinate Judge as a "t’ivil Judge”; but 
that, Sir, is perhaps beside the point now. What I wish to say is this, 
that in my small e\])erience of the subordinate judiciary, 1 have found 
them to be men botli of great integrity and of great learjiing, and it 
seems to me tliat if any ([uestion of tlfe revision of theii*pay is raided 
it should be upward rather than in the downward direction. Let us 
for instance take the i)ay of Subordinate Judges. 1 believe I am cor- 
rect in saying that under the new scales of pa\ a Subordinate Judge 
commences with a salar;s of Rs. OoO and rises to a salary of Rs. ToO 
per mouth. T)n the other hand. Subordinate Judges have practically 
an unlimited pecuniary jurisdiction, and that i.*; md an excessive sum 
to pay to a Judge who may have to try — and ver'^ often does try — 
suits involving lakhs of rupees. I would, therefore, most ’strongly 
differ from the suggestion that there should be any (question raised 
about the reduction of their pay. 

Let me now turn for a moment to another !ful)ject, tt subject upon 
which my honourable friend, 1 hope, will agree with me and which 
I suggest is wortliy of serious consideration. At the present moment 
the administration of justice in Bengal is a very paving proposkion^ 
t« the Government of Bengal. Sir, when I went through tke budget 
estimates of tl^is year for the administration of justice T was amassed 
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at the surplus between Expenditure and revenue under this head. The 
House will, I trust, accept my figure when I say that the surplus of 
receipts over expenditure is over 1^ crores of rupees so that, although 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister may not agree with me^ T would lie 
to say that it seems to me that the whole qf. the estjmated surplus ol 
revenue of the Government of Bepgal during the current year is derived 
from the administration of justice. It ^opens up a most ^enchanting 
prospect. I would suggest to the Government of Bengal that it might 
be possible to incorpoiltve a company to .take oyeri the admfnistration 
of justice in tliis proj^ince, .y> ihat^Governme’nt might derive all the 
profit witlioiit *any of the risk. One might perlia^Vs endeavour to be 
humourons on this suhjeiv^t, but it i#; a subject \yhich is too serious for 
•humour. , 

^ • • 

.Admittedly, liigl' court fees are designed.f^r, two purposes — the 
first is to meet the cost of administration tof justice and the second is to 
discourage frivolous and ftnnecessary litigation.* If the*administration 
o^. justice in this province were such that one could feel that there was 
absolutely no impror^ment whieh could be made ^ it, then I do not 
think that any member of this House could complain at the surplus 
being utilized towards l^e general revenues of the province. But, 
Sir, with the utmost respect I Venture to suggest that that is not the 
position. I am of opinion that there. are a great many direcftions in 
which there is room for considerable improvement and which call for 
increased, not decreased expenditure. In particular, I would like to 
take two questions — first of all, the question of delay, in the civil 
courts in particular, and, secondly, the question of the buildings in 
which tbe judiciary are housed. I use the word “buildings” with a 
certain anunyit of diffidence, because I am afraid it is too grand a 
word to use in some cases. Take, first of all, the question of delay. 
One of the greatest cafiistitutional lawyers of modern times — I refer 
to Dicey —lias said that there are two necessities in the administration 
of justice. The first, t^iat it should be swift and the seccTnd, that it 
should be certain. As regards the second qualification, I have no 
comments to make. My own impression, impression of a very 
humble practising lawyer, is that, on the whole, the administration of 
justice oif the civil side is very fairly •and reasonably conducted, but 
there is no doubt that there is very serious delay in a very great many 
cases; the rejfson for that delay seems to me in many' cases to lie in 
the lack of funds. I w'ould take one instance; A Civil Judge has to 
hear long and •protracted cases. He has to take down all the evidence 
himself, to record the evidence in his own hand : he has at the same time 
to try and listen to the manner in which e;xamination and cross>exa- 
^miiration of witnesses are conducted, and that, as we all know, is a 
very important matter which may have a considerable bearing on the 
case. I would, therefore, suggest that one of the wayiK in which the 
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present delay , might be obviated is to consider whether or not, as 
in the Original Side ‘of the High Court, there should be official short- 
haifd-writers ^who njay be* utilized, at any rate a« an experimental 
measure, for taking down evidence, judgments, etc. I could have 
dwelt on this subject more fully if I. had more time. But might I in 
passing say that it seems to me unfair to expect any Civil Judge to 
work mora hours than any human being can possibly work, and that 
there is a very considerable need foy an incre^e in the number of 
Judicial officers? ^o«far as* criminal courts Ifre concerned, I can say 
from personal experigice that a ciV^e which took* twenty or thirty days 
could probably have been disposed of within half that time if some 
efficient arrangement for, the recording of evidence had been available.^ 

The bthet p^int I would liTke to mention is with regard to the 
question of housing* <^4116 judiciary. In this connection I would refer 
to the Chief Presidency Magistrate’s Court in Bankshall Street. I 
should like to Say that it is a wonder that Magistrates who have to work 
in that building are able te work as efficiently as they do. I subAit 
that the building ifm standing disgrace to any Gstflh^ipent in any part 
of the world. • 

With these few words I wotild like lo thank the House for listening 
so pati^tly to my maiden speecli. 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I am grateful to 
Mr. Butt as 1 have got to-day some constructive suggestions from him. 
For the last few days we had been hearing criticisms on various mat- 
ters, but no constructive saggestions. In this debate Mr. Butt has 
given certain constructive suggestions* and I can assure, him that we 
shall give liis suggestions very careful con.si derat ion and at the next 
budget session I liope I shall be able to report Vhat steps we can take. 
He complained that in my budget statement and in replies to the dis- 
cussions I*have said that for the prestige of tflie officers this grade of 
.salary was liecessary. He completely misunderstood me, T have 
never put up the claims of the officers on the ground of prestige. What 
I said was that the previous Government haJ revised ^he scales *of 
salaries of both the Executivep and Judicial Service's and tfie* revised 
grades compared with those prevailing in other provinces were much 
lower. So under the prevailing conditions one could •hardly reduce 
them any further. 

As my predecessor has said, the starting pay of the munsifs fomierly 
was Rs. 275, but iiow it is Rs. 175 rising to a maximum of Rs. 600. 
Subordinate Judges’ grade was Rs. 750—850 with a selection grade of 
Rs. 1,000, but now it is Rs. 650—750. What I wanted to impress upon* 
the House was that our predecessors in office had cut down tUe salaries 
to a figure wMch no othe^ Government have yet been able to do. I 
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have just received a co^y of the budget estimates whichc was presented 
to the Bihar Legislative Assembly, There I find the following provi- 
sion for the Judiodal Service: — 



Rs. 


1 Subordinate Judge 

.*.. 1,200 

* 

2 Subordinate Judges at 

... 1,000 each 

2 Subordinate Judges at 

... 850 


12 Subordinate Irudges at 

00 

>> 

7 Subordinatfe Judges at 

. ... 750 

) f 

9 Munsifs at 

700 

a 

7 Munsifs at 

650 

ff 

2 Munsifs at 

600 

ft 

8 Munsifs dt 

... ... 550 

ff 

7 Munsifs at - ^ 

.... 500 

71 

12 Munsifs at 

.. ... 400 

1 1 

13 Muns^i|?H 

340 

7 1 

8 Munsifs at , 

200 

77 


Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are these new appoint- 
ments ? “ ' ’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: I am not saying 
that they are new appointments or that they start with Rs. 175 in their 
new appointment. What I was going to say is that no other Minister, 
not even a Congress Minister, has been able to do what the previous 
Government have done here. <= 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We have 
heard several times references made to the action of Ministers in other 
provinces. Is it in order to make such references? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think it is in order when comparing our figures 
with those other provinces. 

I •- 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I mean no dis- 
respect to the Ministers in other provinces. I made this perfectly 
clear. What I said was that they as well as ourselves had not got 
sufficient time*^ to reorganise the system and neither could reasonably 
be blamed. 

^ Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: The only diference ii 
that you‘bave been in office for five months while they have been in 
office for three weeks. « 



1937.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT.' 689 

• * 

The HoMW* Mr. NALINI RAN JAN BARKER: Yes, there is some 
difference betiteen five months and three weeks. In three weeks they 
tried to suggest some retrenchment and the only •retrenchment that 
they have bdfen ablei to suggest so far was io siibs*tilute the cap for 
jfuffree, and they also found time to introduce new taxation pioposals. 

• • » I 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister entitled 
to criticise^the action of Ministers of other provinces y 

• . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: ¥ ajn afraid 1 have ruled detinitel> that if the 
action of anybody whe is not subjeVt to thie restrictive juiovisions of this 
House comes in idcideiital^y, it is perfectly in order for the Finance 
Minister to briwg* it in! Hut I should like to make it clear both to the, 
Ministersi and the members in fliis connection that when leference is 
made to the Ministers ^f other provinces ami olheji countries it shouid 
be done with courtesy and regard. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, in the Imd^t 
discussions some hoirble members oppcv^ite liad siij^j^^ed that 1 should 
wait for tlie model*T)udget ot a ('ongress Minister, uRt is why 1 am 
making u reffjfence to tliem. The llon’lde ^finisters (d llihar, 1 find 
from newspaper reports, have trieil to reiluce the ])oli(;e expenditure 
and aii experiment to guard the Assemblx Hall with volunteers. 

.But subsequently I lit^r that the experiment did not prove successful 
and the services of the Police offic,ers had to be requisitioned. 1 am not 
saying all these things in a spirit of di.sparagement . 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NAT|H DATTA: On a point of order, Sir, is 
this not irrelevant ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER; 1 am sorry 1 have to rise ^o often; but as it is an 
early stage of Parliamentary Government, I think I ought to give some 
guidance. In discussing the budget of this jirovince, I think it is 
quite open to^make comparison with other provinces. You ought to 
remember that in the general di.scussion of the budget you quoted 
figures from all the countries of the world; so, I don’t^see how the 
question of irrelevancy comes in. 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: So ^r as the cur< 
tailment of expenditure is concerned, we shall try our best to effect 
this in time consistent with the efficiency of thq administration. 

Mr. Brasher said that we were making profit on the administration 
of justice. That ifi a heritage which we have inherited from our pre- 
decessors. If that system is to be changed, then I will ask Mr. Brasher^ 
to start another ' company for police administration in Calcutta, and 
I am sure the Jjusiness community will be liable to pay more taxes ‘to 
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meet the delicits of th^it company. ' The different administrative de- 
partments of the Government are not so divided yet tlfat each of the 
services might be rSeparately paid for, so that the taxes and revenues 
which the State collects are pooled together and spent in different 
directions. If the advice given by Mr. Brasher is logically pursued, 
I think it is a proposal which vdll not be hked by the business com- 
munity. 

The other points raised by Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta and 
Mr. Brasher will be S»,^^\ied to by the Jlon’ble Judicial Minister. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARr(iFF H08SAIN', Khan Bahadur: I 

havo never been in the <habit of provoking' the^ op|X)nents. I do not 
♦like to compare Bengal with Bihar. Bjhar is in the hands of just a few 
novices who can make exjieriments. We can make no experiment. 
We have sufficient knowledge of the art of aditiiiistration, and I do 
not .like to quote chapter and verse froic the, actions of people who 
have just begun the art of administratioii of the country. They were 
alWays thinking as to how they could obstructs All on a sudden to 
think to come l>:dva^U with constructive programuies to run the Gov- 
ernment is a thing which no one ex])ecled from them. I want to 
stand on the experience that Avejiave actually gained in the administra- 
tion of the country. I can assuj’e my friends op]>oHite that tjie work 
that IS Ix'iiio (lone by thi‘ judiciais (hies not justify any itMluction in 
the salary. Aftc'r all what is the present i^ay that has been agreed 
upon by the Government — only Rs. J7() to start with. I am of opinion 
that Rs. 170 is not enough even for a clerk holding a decent position to 
live on. Rs. 170 is not too high an amount to be paid to one of our 
Judges who have to work very hard. Sc^me of my friends said that 
the salary of« Judicial offi(*ers ‘i^hould not be Nawablike. I say it is 
not at all Nawablike for a man whom you have selected as one of your 
Judges. A Judge must get such ])ay Uiat he can liv(‘ with dignity, 
and I may tell you in all seriousness that Rs. 100 or Rs. 170 is not 
considered to h(‘ a gentleman’s wage. 

Mr, Ml SHAMSUDpiN AHMED: Are w^e to understand that the 

m«Mnb(Ms of flic .\ss,c?nbly who have Ix'cn granted a jia\ of IG ITiO a 
month iH(‘ iiol gcntboncnH 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Besides the salary of Rs. 150 my friends should not forget that they 
dra\^ Rs. 12-8 a day as allowances. 

My friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, considers that Rs. 170 is a 
ver^ high salary for the future Judges of Bengal ; but I am sorry that I 
*am not at one with him. T thought that I would have a more 
dignified proposal from him, hut I am sorry I missed it this time. I 
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hope that next time when he rises fo speak, he ^ould suggest more pay 

tor these officel's. He has also pointed out seme difficulties he has 
experienced, and he suggests that these should be removed. He has 
alleged that ih the course olf three years or so members of the heaven- 
born service, the Indian Civil Service, rise to the position of District 
Judges, whereas Subordinate Judges after a training of 25 to 30 years 
become Judges. As far as I know, it is true that Indian Civil Service 
officers are^ appointed District Judges* a little bit earlier than Sul>- 
Judges, b^^t I do not think that in thi*oe year^j^^iue a member ol the 
Indian Civil Service i.^ a|)jx)in1cd a Judge of an;^ district . Kvon if it 
be 80, I may tell yqu 4Lat it is not? my job — it is the job of the Home 
Department and the High j'ouit. If tlie Tlonie Department and the 
High Court a[)|if)inted 5 District Judge wltli only three years’ training! 
as a Judge, I v^ould denounce* them as strongly as >ou would. I 
should, however, sa^ t^t it is not a lacd and it (‘a^inot be a fact; it is 
beyond human conception thaUa man with just three years’ training in 
the Judicial Sendee will'lie lit'ted uj> to the jtosition of a District tludge. 
So under the circumstances, of the < ()untrv, T do not think that nfy 
friend’s allegation i^ justified. * 

Then, I come to the question of the recri^tment f>t’ munsifs. My 
fiiend, Mr. TTJtta, has charged us that we have been recruiting 
munsifs without anv legal training, but I mav tell my friends that 
80 far Q* these appointnieiits aie*concerned, my friends ought to know 
that the seleetion has been made b\ the respected High Court Jmlgi's 
over whom this poor Government has no control. If the Higli Coint 
in the past has done the seleetion in the wrong wav, my friends enrinot 
pass a censure motion on a Minister wlio has had nothing to do wltli the 
matter. If mv friends are re^llv in earnest and do not suggest it as a 
(natter of joke (Cries of ‘No. no”'), *1 would ask therrw to wait for 
some time and to see whether undei' the administration of the Judicial 
Department some change is etfeeted or not. [Hear! hear!) I ran 
assure you, Sir, that we are people who are artuated by a desire to do 
good to theVouniry; and if the opinion of the House is that they want 
to change the*rule of recruitment to the Judicial Serviciq and that 
recruitment should be marje from the nuunbers of the legal profession, 
i.e., from those who have had a goed legal training in the ciflmtry, then 
I will not hesitate to prevail iifkon mv friends in the Cabinet to alter 
the rule of recruitment. (Hear! hear!) I think that in the interests 
of better administration of justice in the country, we should give scope 
i-o able lawyers who have displayed their talent at the Bar and thus 
Remove the anxietv which is in the minds of my friend?). ’ 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, T rise on a point of 
information. Does the Hoii’ble Mini.ster mean that the lawyer- « 
members of this House are to be appointed mun.sifs. • 
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The Hbn^ble Nawat MUSHARffUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

Sir, here we are concerned with the appointment of munsifs and 
Mr. Datta has raised the question of recruitment, to which I am reply- 
ing*. I am not enunciating any new poHcy of' Goverhinent ; I am 
simply replying to the debate which has taken place here. If my 
friend is disappointed, he should, I think, keep quiet for some time, 
and I hoj)e he will find that his subject will be taken up. 

Sir, Mr. Datta has very ably suggested to the House that corrup- 
tion prevails in the crJil courts and has asked me* to accept, this cut 
motion as a whipping -from him. I may tell my friends that I do not 
accept the proposition thtit officers, I me^n clerks, are as a rule dis- 
honest. (Hear! hear!)v I may tell my friends this much that if 
clerks are dishonest, they owe their , dishonesty to the action of my 
friends, the lawyers. (Hear! hear!). Practising lau-jws in order to 
get a little bit of a«ivan1age from the clerks clerks from time 

to time. 


Mr, ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: Sir, does the Hon’ble Minister 
mean that all f>r;thtishig lawyers are dishonest? 

Thu Hon’ble Nawab MUSH.ARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Now, Sir, if a man is accused of a dishonest act, there must be two 
]>^^rti(^s to it ; one party is the humble clerk andi the other party is the 
person who gives the money. If you say that I accept the money, 
there must l>e a hand which gives me the money 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, will the Nawab Sahib raise his 
hand ? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I think you ought to have some sense 
of humour. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

Sir, I think w’hat I have said is a sufficieii'i. reply to the accusation 
7nade thaf (uir cjerks receive bribes for doing some favour. My 
friend ought to consider whether I deserve a whipping from him for 
some action of my clerks. I do not wish, however, that bribery and 
oorru])tion should prevail and that it will ever be brought up in the 
next budget debate. (Hear! hear!) I give this much assurance to 
one and all of (his House that if any of them can bring to the notice of 
Government any act of dishonesty on the part of any officer or clerk, I 
will take drastic action against the delinquent. (Hear! hear) So I 
^ apj^int my friends as my agents for the purpose of detecting persons 
actually faking bribes. If this bribery be so very rampant, I give my 
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friends the authority of prosecuting the dishonest men. ‘ITiis probably 
disposes of al! the points raised by my friend, the mover of the cut 
motion. • 

Mr. SPEAKElt : J^awab Sahib, I want to know whether you would 
hnish soon or you iTouldl ta*ke long. 

The Hen’ble Nawab MUSHARRUt^F H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

Sir, I an^in the hands of the House.* I thit^vi have disposeil of all 
the points that I have* to reply to.^ I would askyjiy friends to consider 
the position very 8(jri<3usly in view of the statement I hiTv’e made before 
the House. (A voice: “^hat^alwiit High Ctyiri Itules and Orders?”) 

1 am still on Itiy legs*. If I have missed any point my friends will* 
remind me. As| regards High ('ourt Rules and Orders, you know the 
High Court is independent, the High Court may d)e considered as tin 
autonomy within the autonomy. If the Judges consider that they are 
autonomous artd if the'criticL'ims in this House do not reach them, or 
do not touch them and Jhe pjoceedings of this House do not reach thefti, 
what can I do, my (j^ar friends? (Laughter.) T#i*Jv,jJiat som(‘ repre- 
sentative of the High Court would have been present here to communi- 
cate to the Hfui’ble Judges of, the High Court that their actions in 
framing certain rules are being very sVriously debated u|H>n anJ that 
they shttuld think twice before they continue to work on that line. The 
High Court has made certain rules and, if as you say, they are not 
according to law, why are you carrying them out, why don’t you non- 
<‘0-o])eiate? As you cannot non-co-operate, it shows that they have got 
the power to make the rules. As I have said, I have no authority 
over the High Court to ask them to modify the rules because they, are 
autonomous. That being the position,.! hope this healtljy debate will 
bring in, will usher in a new era, and I hoi>e I will not have to rise 
again, and beg jiardon of you all for any deliiiTiuency that might have 
been done by others. (Cries of “No, no.”) I place the facts before 
you, Sir, and I hope yoii will .judge from what T have said that so far 
as this Government is c/)ncerned, it is absolutely sinless and pure. 
(Loud applause.) 

• • 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, thjft thib demand of 
Rs. 76,27,000 be reduced by Rs. 100, was put and lost. * * 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 76,27,{H)0 be granted fpr expenditure 
under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” was then put and 
agreed to. 


Adjoummefit. 

The House wns then adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on Thursday^ the 26th* 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 

19 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the previsions of Government of Injlia Acti 1935. 

The Asseubiy met in the Assembly House, £)alcutta, on Monday, 
the 26th August, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Ml’- Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan paliadur M. Azizul Haqub, 
fC.i.E.) in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 214 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

which oral answers were given) 

Examination for the recruitment of Secretariat stenographers. 

*83. Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance IJepartnient awart? — 

(i) that an examination was held on the 24th April, 1937, at the 
Government Commercial Institute Building, Calcutta, for 
the recruitment of »^’ecretariat stenographers ; 

{il) that previous to the said examination advertisements appeared 
in some local newspapers and the Calcutta Gazette wherein 
it was stated that outsiders might apply for competing at 
the examination provided they had a speed in shorthand at 
the rate of 120 words per minute; 

(Hi) that a fee of Its. 10 was paid by the candidates; 

(iv) that at tlie time of examination the candidates were divided 
in bmr different batches and dictation was given to them at 
a varying speed of 120 to 160 or 170 words per minute; 

(v) that the outside candidates who sat for examination expected 
that the dictation would be given at the rate of 120 words 
per minute as mentioned in the advertisements; and 

(vi) that the dictation given to four different batches of candidates 
were not of the same nature? 
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(h) If the answer to (a) is •in the affinUjative, wiff ihe Hon^hle 
Minister be phased to state whether he is considering the desirability 
of holding another examination before the posts of stenographers in 
the SecretarlHt are permanently filled up with instrifttions-^ 


(i) that ano.ther chai^ce may be, given to all the candidates who 

sat for the examination in April last; and 

(ii) that dictation is given at tho speed mentioned in the adver- 

tisements to all at the san\e time (and not in batches) P 

MINISTER in charge Of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Nalini RanJan*Sarker): («) (/) to (/i ) Yes. 

(v) I hav»» no sflch • information, but ft any of the candidates^ 

expected* that t]^e dictation wodld be given at the rate of 120 words 
per minute, they njisr^d the advertisement: the^ speed of 120 w()^;ds 
per minute was the minirauni qualification for a candidate for admis- 
sion to the extiminatioft. *, . • 

(vi) No. 

(h) No. 


•• 


^Secretariat and heads yf departments’ stenographers. 

•84. Khan Sahib Mauivi SYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: (a) Is 

the Hoii'blc Minister in eliarge of Finance Department aware — 

(i) that after the introduction of the Dengal Services (Revision 
of Fa\ ) Rules, dOOI, the ^ordinary stenographers of the 
Secretariat were given an increased scale of p^y ; 

(li) that the stenographers serving under heads of departments 
were not given an increased scale of pay and that their 
•scale of pay was reduced; and • 

(Hi) that*the stenographers under the heads of departments have 
to work uudey officers most of whom are members of all- 
India services including some members of th<r Indian Civil 
Service? * • . - 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state* what are the 

differences between the maximum salaries of these two classes of steno- 
graphers before their revision of pays and after? * * 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 

redressing this differential treatment by improving the scale of pay of 
stenographers uAder the heads of departments proportionately with the* 
scale of pay of the Secretariat stenographers? , 
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tin Mm’IBI* Mr. N aiNI KANJAN BARKER: (a) (t) No; in 

the old rates of pay there were two scales, one higher than the other. 
In the revised rates these were replaced by one scale whose maximum 
is lower than the maximum of the higher of the two old Stales. 

{it) and {Hi) Yes, 

(6) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) No. 

Statement referred to in the answer to clause (h) of starred question 

No, 84. 


Secretariat stenograjihers — 

Unrevised. 

Revised. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Class A 

350 "1 



r 

300 

Class li 

. . ^240 J 


Heads of departments’ stonograpliers 

176 

165 


NoU . — Tlie figures. the case of Secretariat Stenographers exclude the special pay 
given to those annctjned to bo reporters to the Legislature. 

Khan Sahib Maufvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: How many of 
tlu* Secretariat stenographers are in receipt of the maximum pay of 
Hs. 800 and how many of Its. 240 under the (dd* scales of pay before 
tlieir retirement*:^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. N ALIN I RAN JAN 8ARKER: So far as I can 

a’cniember, there are two or three in receipt of Rs. 850 but several of 
them are in receipt of Rs. 240; but I a/n not sure about the exact 
number and would a.sk for notict'^. 

Khan Sahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: How many 
are drawing Rs. 800 as their maximum pay under the revised scale 
before retinMiient ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RAN JAN 8ARKER: I want notice. 


Trust Fund of the late Babu B. L. Mukherjee, of Boinchee, Hooghly. 

*85. Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the income and expenditure relating to the Trust Fund of the 
late Babu B. L. Mukherjee, of Boinchee, in tbe district of 
Hooghly ; 
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(ii) the balance to the credit of the fund now in the hands of the 
Government ; and 

(Hi) scheTnes, if ’any, itf contemplation of Government to give effect 

to the ol>3ect of the fund? 

• • 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the late 

Babu Rant Lai Mukherjee, of' Boiuche^, placed Rs. 5t),000 in tlie hands 
of the Government ? • ^ 

(c) If so, the purpose for whicji the money h^s been given? 

• * # 

r • 

MINI8TEQ in charge Of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy):* («) (i) A statement is laid on the 
table. * 

• • * • . • 

(ii) At the end oT 1935-116, the balance to the credit of the fund 

which is held* in GovetnmeiH and other sycffrities was Rs. 2,62,554. 

(m) No new scherrie is in contemplation. Due effect is being giten 
to the objei't of thc^fund, viz., the ma*intenance ^mdmols, dispensaries 

and other charitable institutions. 

(h) Yes. •• 

(c) government notification No. 3156Agri., dated th(‘ llth August, 
1896, of which a cop^^* is placed on the table, gives the information. 


Statement referred to in the an steer to clause (a) (i) of sfarred question 

No. 85. 

Scheme of regular expenditur*e of the B. L, Mukherjee 
Trust Estate in the district #f Hooghly. 


Receipts. 

Rs. 

Di|bur8eraent8, 


Rs. 

• 

Rent emd cesses 

47,026 

Government revenue. 

cesses 

30,126 



and rent to superior landlords. 


Interest on Government secun- 

8,998 

• 

:fuding 


ties. 


Management charg^ inc 

8,737 


• 

law expenses. 

• • 


Dividend on Railway shares . . 

700 

Religious ceremonies 


2,830 

Miscellaneous (Salami, cost 

4,460 




decreed in suits, etc. ) 


Schools 


8,766 

Sarpliis received from the Collec- 

8,000 

Dispensaries * 


6;970 

tor of Balasore. (The estate 
has properties in Balasore in 


Charity 


83t 

OrisFa, net profit from that 
portion of the property.) 


Miscellaneous including 

taxes 

S^36 


and rates. 


total 


69,774 


Totol 


61,^89 
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Government notification referred to in the answer to ^ause (c) of 
♦ starred question No. ^85. 

Notification No. 315GAgri. 

The 11th August^ 1896. — It is hereby notified that the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, in exercise of the powers conferred by sections 4 
and 6 of the Charitablfe-^Fndowments Act, 1890, anci upon the appliba- 
tion and with the conrurrency of Babu Ram Lai Miikherjee, of 
Boinchee, in the district of Hooghly, zemindar, doth hereby order and 
dire(!t that the Government Promissory Note of the per cent, loan 
of 1805, of which the particulars are contained in the first schedule 
hereunder written, shall as from the 1st April, 1895, ve^t and be hence- 
forth vested in the Treasurer of Charitable . Ignc’owments for the 
territories subject to the Government of Bengal, to be lield by him 
and his siuscessors (subject -to the provirions of tlie said Charitable 
Endowments Act, 18t)0, and any rules from time, to time framed there- 
under by the i\or-Gencral ‘ in Council) upop trust for ever 

hereafter to receive the interest of the said security when and as ihe 
same shall become due and payable and from time to <ime to apply 
the same in terms of the scheme* for the creation of an endowment for 
the relief of distress due to inundatioii, or to scarcity brought on by 
drought, in any ])art of the Province of Bengal, including Bihar, 
Chota Nagpur and Orissa, of which partimilars are contained in the 
second schedule hereunder written, and it is hereby further notified 
that the said scheme, of which particulars are contained in the said 
second schedule, shall come into operation on the vesting of the said 
security in the said Treasurer of Charitable Endowments for the 
territories subject to the Government of Bengal. 

Sd. M. Finicaxe, 

Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

The first schedule above referred to — 

Particulars of Government security. 

One per cent. Government Promissory Note, No. 53858 of 1865, 
for Re. 50,000. 

The second ^(diedule' above referred to — 

Particulars of scheme. 

* That the endowment to be thus created shall be called ‘'Babu 

Ram Lai Miikherjee ’s Fund for the relief of distress due to inundation, 
or to scarcity brought on by drought, in any p^rt of the Province of 
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Bengal, inclining Bihar, Chota Vagpur, and Orissa,” and that its 
object shall bs the relief of distress due to inundation, or scarcity 
brought on b^ drought, in any part of the Province oj Bengal, including 
Bihar, Chota Nagpur and Orissa. 

II. That the trustee ,to be appointed under section 5 (7) of Act 
VI of 1890 to administer the trust shall be the Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in the Revenue Deparj:ment for the time being. 

III. That the duties of the said .trustees shall be as follows; that 

is to say, that he ‘shflll during every year tfjjpropriate and aj)ply the 
whole of the interest^ of the said ^overiwnent security for Rs. 50,000, 
which shall be paiv^ to him by the Treasurer of Charitable Endowments 
for the territories subject *to the Governmentf of Bengal as and when 
the same^ shall accrue due in tke relief of distress due to inundation, 
or to scarcity id’ought on by drought, in any part of the Province^of 
Bengal, including Chota Nagpur and Onlsa, by erecting huts 

and distributing rice aipl cloibes in such inarynu* as he considers proper. 

IV. That the trusO'c sliall at all times conform to, and abide |jy, 

any rules relating to^tlie adniinistratjon of endj^mnents under “The 
Charitable EndownTents Act, 1890”, which the in 

Council, in e^rcise of the powers conferred If^’’ section 13 of that Act, 
may from time to time see fit to make. 

V. ^hat the trustee shall c^use books to be kept and to l)e entered 
therein full and true entries of all monies received and paid respectively 
on account of the said endowment, and shall from time to time cause 
to be submitted to such public servant as the 1/ocal Government may 
from time to time appoint in that behalf in such form and at such 
times as the said lx)cal Government may from time to time prescribe, 
an abstract of such accounts and such returns as to other matters 
relating to the management of the said fund and the Sdministration 
thereof as the said lx)cal Government may from time to time see fit to 
require. 

Dated* this the 11th August j 1896. 


• • 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

( to which answers were laid on the table) 

Executive Officer, Howrah Municipality. 

• • • 

40. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health’ and Local Self-Government Department aware of 
the action taken .by the Commissioners of the Howrah Municipalitji»iii^ 
connection with the proposed appointment of its Executive Officer after 
the first appoiijtment being disapproved by the Government? 
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MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bla Maiilvi Syad Nausher 

All): Government are not aware of any action taken b^y the Muni- 
;cipality except that it passed by a majority of iS to 11 a resolution 
protesting against the action of the Government in disapproving the 
appointment. An amendment to the resolution urging Upon the 
Government to reconsider their decision was negatived. 

Scheme for the intrcMuction of agricultural classes in schools. 

41. Dr. H. Ca MUKHERJi: With reference to the Education 
Department letter No. 1839 Edn., dafed the ‘19th December, 1927, 
addressed to the Director of Public Instriiciion, BengaJ, on the subject 
0^ the scheme for the introduction of agriculti^ral classes in schools in 
Bengal, will the Hon'ble Minister in charge oi the Education Depart- 
ment be pleased to state-*-, 

o (i) whether any report on the subject has.. been received; 

(u) if sOj^^jdi^^h^r the Government are considering the desirability 
Ot supplying fCopies for the information of the members of 
this House; 

(iil) whether Government intend to continue the working of the 
scheme as originally framed or with modifications; and 

{iv) if with modifications, their nature and extent P 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (/) Yes. 

(n) No. 

(Hi) Yes; a.s originally framed. 

(iv) Doe.s not arise'. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to (hi), may I know 
when Government i.s going to give effect to the scheme H 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; 1 have got no idea at the 
present monient., It depends on several factors but if the Hon’ble 
Member wants a reply 1 will look into the matter and take this as a 
notice. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: With reference to (if), will the Hon’ble 
Miifister be prepared to state whether any opportunity was given to 
the public or to the authorities of institutions concerned to express 
their views on the point at issue? 

The Mon’bla Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I should like to have 
notice. 

r I 
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REMAND FOR GRANT. 

Dr, H, C«%MlkHERJI : With reference to (m), has the Hon^ble 
Minister made enquiries and satisfied himself tljat the scheme as^ 
originally fiiamed ff^id giveji effect to Ift working satisfactorily ? 

The Hon’ble.Mf, A, FAZLUL HUQs I have not compared the 
iwo schemes but I have got a general id<ea that the scheme as originally 
framed liajbesn working satisfactorily.. 

Witness shed in tiie compound, of criminal opurts of TangdfTand 
; * damalpur. * 

42e ^Mr. AMRITA LXL MANDAL: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of thtf Kevenue Department aware of the absence of a witness 
shed in the compofin-j^^f the Taiigail and Jamal^ur criminal courts to 
keep litigant public off from rain and the siyi ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether .(iovernmei^^re considering the 
desirability of taking steps in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PllASAD.SINCH ROY: („) Yen. 

(6) •A scheme for the provision of a witness shed at Tangail has 
been administratively approved and is aw^aiting provision of funds from 
Minor Works Grant. 

The desirability of providing a witness shed at Jamalpur is being 
referred to the local officers. 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR 1937-38. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

• 0 

37— Education-General. 

e 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On me recuiiiiiieuuauon 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Hs. 1,17,40,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “37— 
Education — General”. * • * 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS; I beg to move that the sum 
of Es. 1,24,313 proposed to be given to the University of Calcuttfir^or. 
the revision of the financial settlement with that Unwrsity be^ 
omitted. 
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Sir, I do not grudge and nobody ^Ould grudge aty grant i^roposed 
♦a be given to a seat of learning ^ 

Dri NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, ’Sir. The 
Hon’ble Member has moved that a particalar amount be omitted. 
Is that in order under the provisions of the New Government of 
India Act, 1035. « 

... < 

Mr^'ClPEAKER : J think his mqtion is that a sum of Rs. 1,24,313 
t)e omitted froi'ii Rs. 1,17,40,000 the sum i)roposed ;to be given to the 
University of Calcutta for the revision of the financial settlement with 
'that University. 1 think Mr. Biswas should' have formally moved his 
amendment in the form that the demand of Rs. 1,1 7, 4t', 000 b5 reduced 
by Rs. 1,24,313. 


, Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: In that case, Sir, I beg to 
move that the dem^^^of Rs. 1,17,40,000 he reduced hy Rs. 1,24,313. 

Si^pT. 7/ 1 ncgan hy saying, 1 do not grudge and nohodj' should 
grudge any grant which is proposed to, he given to a U^niversity. In 
spite of my genuine deference to, and sincere respect for, the 
University of Calcutta — my own alma piater — I am pained to i.ay that 
circumstances, serious in nature, have forced me to move this cut 
motion. Before dealing with the matter in detail, I should tell the 
House that Moslem opinion in Bengal stands solid behind this cut 
motion. Sir, the University of Calcutta is not a denominational or 
sectional or communal institution. It, is an institution which 
<lisseminates learning and diffuses knowledge from one end of the 
country to tlie other. This University^ is the premier I niversity in 
the Presidency of Beug.il which is the birth place aiuLthe nurturing 
ground of Hindus, Muslims, Christians and people of all other 
'd'hnominations alike. Ervery community, whether Hindu, Moslem or 
Christian, are getting their education from this University. This 
Univeisity belonging to all communities demands and receives alle- 
gianc( from ,all the communities. Under the circumstances justice 
deinand^s a*nd equity enjoins that the University’ should not act in a 
manner which will ride rougli-shod over the feelings of any community. 
But this healthy and salutary provision has been given a decent burial 
by the authorities of the Calcutta T^niversity under the leadership, I 
say,, of tlie illustrious c3on of an illustrious father. According to the 
Hindu religion, “Sree^’ means goddess of learning or riches and lotus 
is her seat. Therefore, Sir, Muslims regard Sree^ and Lotus as an 
enublem of idolatry- — 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U : Nonsense I 

c ' 
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MauM AMui LATIF BISWAS: tfy'friLd calls it “noWense”. 

But he has no right nor any «kim to say so. Monotheism is th« 
cardinal principle o^Islam ^nd Monotheists as Muslims are they regard 
iSree and Xiotus as an emblem of idolatry 


Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: But that has nothing to do 
with religicfh. 

4 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BI8W^8: Mr. (lo^ami does Wf)t know 
that according to Islam a Muslim cannot tolerate any encroachment 
upon their Monotheistic belief •and .upon theit religious principle, I 
should therefore say that tliis Vikivcrsity by introducing Sree and Lotus* 
as it« crest has ^iven a rude shock to the feelings of the Muslims of 
Bengal in general and*f should submit that it (foes not behove any 
educational institution to turn it into a comiiiunal or sectional one and 
deprive itself of its general diaracter. The other day 1 found in a 
newspaper that this creTt of*Sree and Lotus was introdiiccMl and adoptJd 
when Sir ITassan Sfthrawardy was the Vice-Lhanf^ffor ,^i|^tlie Calcutta 
University. 'Jliat cannot, Sir, exonerate tk' (’alcuttir^^'TW^sity. 
For any person, however, big of highlv ^placed he may bo, has no right 
to slaug]iter the religious belief of any community. The verdict of an 
individual or of a bod* cannot be expected to be tolerated when that 
verdict is in direct conflict with the religious belief of a particular 
community. With the publication of the news that Sree and Lotus 
has been adopted as the crest of the Cahnitta T^niversity strong pro- 
tests w'ere raised by the Moslem community from one end of the 
country to the otlier. But uhder the leadership of high pri(‘st of coin- 
munalism — I moan Mr, Syamaprasad Mbokerjee — the Uniw'rsity turniHl 
a deaf ear to that agitation, and as a re.sult Muslim students boy- 
cotted the Foundation Day (Celebration of the (Calcutta I'liiversity as a 
mark of protest and disapproval. Even then the University authorities 
did not move^an inch; they did not care for tlie feelings of Muslim 
students. The other day we heard on the floor of the House from 
Mr. Syamai)rasad Mookeftjee that the (lovenimept of Ibmgal should 
pay respect to the demand' which has been made in respe(*t of political 
prisoners and for repatriating Hie Andamans prisoners to flie^r own 
province. Tliat august gentleman forgot at that time that even 
though there were a countrywide agitation and strong feelings against 
the adoption of Sree and Lotus as the crest of the University through- 
out the length and breadth of the province lie did not edre to pay hny 
heed even in the slightest degree to the Moslem feelings. In our case 
respect for public feeling and respect for agitation mean nothing to 
him. It is ,a fact* that a genuine feeling of insult to the religilJTis • 
belief of the Mussalmans has been roused in the heart of ever^ Muslim 
as a result of #h^ ad^Qtion of Sree and Lotus as the crest of the 
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University and that the Mus&f^Jmans pf opinion pat /the UmivpTMty 
authorities " have lost all sympathy td Muslims Pa account of their 
fanaticism ahrl bfj^try. It is for tha^ reason that^I have given noticp 
of the motion ^ . 

Mr. 8PEA1CER: Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas, I would rather request 
you to discuss the matter from the point of view of your ^position as 
a Member of this House. 

MauHi ABpUL CATIF BISWAS: I bow ,to your riuiu^y Sir. 

But I claim that as Muslims form the majority V;ommunity* of this 
^province and as their vmw is the view of fh© majority. of this House, 
I can say, as a member of that community, that their view should not 

be disregarded and that their feelings should not be wounded. 

* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On, a point of order, Sir. Is not 
Ue Member questioning the ruling j’ou haye ji^st given? 

.. Mf.^^Ffi'AKER • I sjippose not. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF BlIWAS: I appeal to the University 
authorities through you, Sir, that if^'tliev negdeet the claims of the 
Muslim cominunity they will bring disunion and disorder in the wliole 
province. I appeal to them to bring about a situation of mutual trust 
and confidence. This is not the only ground where a Muslim demand 
has been ignored. I am now referring to another matter as to how 
under the Leadership of Mr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, the University 
of Calcutta showed a most uiK'iympatlietic attitude towards aaother 
Muslim claim. From the concrete case whicli I am going to place 
before the House, the* House will be able to judge whether the 
Muslims have got a fair dealing and fair-play from the hands of my 
friends who are in pow^ in the University. There is a hi^ sclmol at 
Sandwip controlled by the local Hindus. The Muslims found that their 
interests were disregarded' and their opinion, flouted, and disappointed 
at the conduct of. the Head Master which was rightly described by the 
Ditector ‘’of Putilic Instruction, Mr. ’ Bottomley, to be inimical to 
Muslim interests, the Muslim.s started a school with a good fund and 
good building and equipped the institution thoroughly. Successive 
District Magistrates of Noakhali recommended for the affiliation of that 
InsHtution and' severaUInspectors of Schools recommended to that effect 
also. When the case came up before the University a mysterious 
telegram was received from a local Hindu gentleman and the University 
, au^iorities did not grant the t^cognition and affiliation. Disappointed 
at this tke local Muslims approached some of the Muslim M. L. Cs., 
who brouglit a <mt motion here in the year, 1^, hut on an assurance 
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from you, Sir, aA the then Hoja’Ble Minister in charge of Education 

that cut motion Jas wittdra'svn. You Were kind enough to sUy that 
you would cdme tV N'oakhali With the Director of ’PuWic Instruction- 
in April nex\‘to se^how the matter could be managed. WJien ydU 
were pleased to go there both the parties approached yOu and requested 
you as the head of the Department of Education to give your award 
as an arbitrator. The Muslims did not hesitate to accept that award 
and the Hiftidus for the time being accepted it. But when that decision 
came up^before the Vice-Chancellor who is no other than my friend, 
Mr. Syamaprasad Mdofcerjee*, he altered the t^rms and a 

modificfition as a Result of which no ccftnproiriise could be effected. 
When the Vice-Chancellor altered the terms and brought about certain 
modifications, •it was'noti possible* for the Muslims to accept those* 
terms. The fa^t remains, however, that although the school is well 
equipped and has b^eu,j;ecom mended for affiliation • 

(At this stage the ineiubef having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) * 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: ‘Mr. Kpealfo?, niayl be 
permitted to say one word before you call tupon the nexP 
I should thiii^ in a motion of ‘this nature it is quite possible to bring 
forward^ arpf lime nts in sujiport of or against it, without launching an 
attack against any other religiifns by calling it idolatrous. Generally 
speaking, what the Hindu religion is or is not, is known to the Hindus 
more than to any other community; and persons who do not know 
the Hindu scriptures, who have not read the Vedas or the Upanishuds 
or the Gita surely ought not to launch an attack against it or charge 
it with being idolatrous, f^hope this apjieal which 1 make through 
you to tlie House will not fall on deaf ^ars. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I also very much like 
that a discmssion of tliis type should he carriejl on in an atmosphere 
free from jiai^sion and prejudice and more than that 1 would not say 
"at the present moment. I fully endorse the appeal that has been made 
by the Leader of the Opposition and I hope tha4 nothing will be said 
which will wound the religious feelings or sentiments any Qoramu^ty 
or of any section of a community. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am glad that my attention has been drawn at 
the very right moment by the Leader of the Opposition and the t^etder 
of the House. You will remember that almost in the midst of his 
speech, I gave a bfoad hint to that effect to Maiilvi Abdul Latif Biswas 
but unfortunately he did not take it. I do feel that this debate i;ah 
be conducted in a manner that would not wound the religions feelings 
or sentiments of any community. After nil, we do not sit here^as 
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m^^mbers of different cJmmunities bbt as members jd the legislature. 

1 hope and trust that this appeal of Mr. Bose andf^Mrf Huq will be 

*t^en due note of by all speakers. ^ ^ 

In view of the fact that there is a large number of speakers on both 

sides of the House, I feel that the House would have no objection if 

I allot only six minutes’ time to each speaker subject to such special 

ca,se8 as I would make at my discretion. 

' ' 

8YED C6LAM 8ARWAR H088AIHI: (The member 
spoke in^'Bengpli in ^upporti of thi motion of ^Maulvi Abdul Latif 
Biswas r) 

Mr. 8YED MU8TACA8WAL HAQUE: Mr. Sper.ker, S^ir, being 
a ■humble product o! Ihe Calcutta Universii^I' cannot have any 
feeling but of love and affection for my ahaa inater. But I am going 
to support a matter on which there is a^hsolutely no difference of opi- 
nfon amongst the members of my community. I wish to tell the 
House most sincerif:^ that I do not -wish to hurt t)he University, as I 
do re?^'is»^"*l5ffi'rliiirting ^le University is hurting ourselves. My only 
object is to draw pointed attention to certain aspects ’'bf University 
administration on which Muslihi feeling runs very high, and in my 
opinion justly. , ^ * 

Tha Calcutta University stands to minister to the educational needs 
of the people of Bengal as a whole, and in Bengal the Muslims are in a 
majority. So, whatever the University does, the University has al- 
ways got to take into account the interest and the sentiments of the 
Muslims of Bengal; in fact, it cannot ignore the sentiments of 90 per 
cent, of the ^Muslims of this province. If it does not do that, the 
University shall then be open to the charge of partiality, and criticism. 

My first charge against the Calcutta University is that the Uni- 
versity is atlemi)ting a cultural conquest of the Muslims of this pro- 
vince. To substantiate my charge I must point out that in the selec- 
tion of Matriculation and Intermediate Bengali course, the Univer- 
sity definitelj^ shock.s Muslim sentiments and outrages Muslim feelings. 
Such selection yj -becomes a University which is to provide intellec- 
tual food to the Muslims as well as the Hindus. Now, I shall cite 
certain -passages from Dr. Eabindra Nath Tagore’s poem to substan- 
tiate tho charge. First ot all, 1 shall refer to a poem entitled Bichurak 
of prt Eabindra Nath^ Tagore which runs thus — 

TO 

TOT? ^ ^ 

WIHIC® TOTl 
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I would cite anqi^ff poem entitlld Pujarini ^)y 
support my cliargi whicli runs thus — 


dl^ ^ TO 

^Tsiccfl 5Rl 


flOT 

the same author ta 


Sir, I%ave got the greatest regard’for Dr^Rabindra Nath Tagore^ 

I yield to none in my love and ^reverence foi^Dr. Rabindj^' i^ath 
Tagore. We, every Bengali, irrespective of cnste, cret^l, and colour, 
are proud of him. I l^now ihat; Dr. Tagore ht^ brought undying fame 
for Bengal by* his literary contributions, and we — both the Hindus* 
and the ]{liislim?»— are proud of him. But we, who constitute Muslim 
Bengal, will not tcde^^ie any poem w^hich* definitely shocks Muslim 
sentiments and which outrages Muslim feelings. Such selections ill- 
become a University which lias to provide intellectual food to the 
Hindus as well as to the Muslims, besides other cominunitie.s. ♦ 

Mr. Speaker, 1 •could have cited many othdf ^ustauces to prove 
my charges, bjit for want of time I am not in m position to 

It is well known that Islam stands for pure monotheism. I do 
not mea# tlie least disrespect to my Hindu friends, when I say that 
the Muslim faith differs from Ihe Hindu taith in many important 
particulars. Having the greatest regard tor my own faith, 1, have- 
also every regard for the faitti of the Ilindu.s. 1 only plead that the 
Hindus will he liberal and catholic*, enough not to impose their faith 
upon members of other communities. What I mean is that Muslim 
students going in for the Miflriculation and the Intermediate Exami- 
nations are of tender and impressionable age; they ai^ of an age 
when they cannot disiiiiguisih their own culture from the culture of 
others, and by the time they come out of their schools, after being 
compelled to study and imbibe thoughts and ideas which are funda- 
mentally oppe^ed to their faith and sometimes galling to their self^ 
respect, they become to a certain extent de-Moslemised. 

Mr. Speaker, my next (diarge against the Oalcutta pniversity h 
the history of the Muslim period, which is definr^ly designed to 
wound the feelings of Muslims. J submit that the standards to bo 
set up by a Univer.-^ity should be .such as to be univcisaUy acceptable. 
The ideal of a University should not be sectionaJl or communal; thia 
is especially true in the case of the (Calcutta yniversi^’ who ha%i:a 
deal with the beliefs and sentiments of the majority community^ of 
this province. Tho University slhould set up the necessary machinery 
for the correct writing of History. Muslim.s certainly cannot suffer 
their traditions aiid culture to be merged into Hindu culture ancf * 
traditions. * 
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I submit that History written with a positive against the 
Muslims, who constitute the majority community Jn Bengal, should 
not be compulsorily taught to Musilim boys. I myself have got great 
regard for the Vice-Chancellor, who now presides over "the destinies 
of the Calcutta University. He is a talented young man, and we 
the educated youtih of Bengal are proud of him. I do not blame him 
in the least. The object of this cut motion is to seek redress of the 
grievances of the Muslims of Bengal and not to condemn the Univer- 
sity — ^not to hurt the University in any way. We say: yo^r duty as 
to UAiyersity is to understand what Muslim culture and traditions 
are and t*o show respect for them, so that the Muslims may feel that 
here is a University which is as mudli theirs as of any other commu- 
nity. But that unfortunately is not being done. If .the University 
had shown sympathetic treatment to the Mussalmajjs of Bengal, I 
Would not have raised this discussion. Our Uniyersity’s sacred and 
ceaseless endeavour should be to brings the two great communities 
together on the high plane of mutual respect ^nd admiration for the 
best in tiheir traditions. hope. Sir, my^ observations will be taken 
in the same spirit in which 1 l^ave made them, and that effective and 
immediateSi^Y 1 wfJi he taken so that the Muslims may feel that their 
culttii^eTni story, traditions, and faith are safe in the^. hands of the 
Calcutta University autliorities^ May i in this connexion draw atten- 
tion to certain other grievances of the Muslim community ir Bengal 
in respect of the (^alcutta University.'^ The Suddler Commission was 
appointed to reform our University. While other Universities have 
proflt/ed from the labours of that (k)mmission, the Calcutta University 
has not, and I am sorry to say that the Calcutta University has up 
till now derived no benefit out of the Commission’s recommendations. 
The Muslims feel very strongly that dhey are inadequately repre- 
sented on the different gov(‘riiing bodies of the University. Until 
the Muslims are adequately represented on the University, their 
interests will not be properlly looked after. I do not know how long 
Government are going to wait for the reform of the University to be 
taken up seriously. 

AV ith these few words, Sir, I t)eg to support the cut motion moved 
by my friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas. 

Mr.'TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMIS Mr. Speaker, I tliink there 
has just been a living, much more than a vocal, a demonastrative con- 
demnation of the Calcutta University. The honourable gentleman 
who has just sat dowui told us that he is an nhnmiua of the Calcutta 
University, and he claimed that University to Im? his aVnui nuiter. If 
this is what he has learnt from the X^niversity of Calcutta, I am s(^ry 
for him a|id for the I^niversity. He did not understand that the 
beautiful" poena of Rabindra Nath Tagore to which he has referred 
was a dialogue and that the particular stanza he quoted was really 
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written in order to, refute the dlaiih that is made in that stanza. Well, 

I am very sorry ior him and for the University on his account. I, 
too, Sir, was nurtured in the first instance by the ‘University of C5al* 
cutta. It 18 my Uni\^rsity; it is my fafher’s University 
and it has been the University of almost all the great men 
of Bengal, Hindus aiuf Muhammadans, during the last, sixty 
or seventy years. It is a University, which, with all its 
faullts, mutt be preserved, must be magnified, must be glorified by 
every on^ who has^the interests of the*countrj at heart. I was pained 
to hear an echo of a ^tateme’nt made by the H^'ble Mr. Fa/Iai fluq 
the other day thajt a certain emtdem, that a certain •symbol in the 
coat of arms of iM University, cau.se<l havoc ^to a great and honoured 
religion. It ie surprising tha*t th^ TTniversity of Calcutta, a great* 
iustitutioii, in \jhiclh has been poured the life-blood of many people, 
and which has prc^luc^l growths which to-day jire on the point of 
rivalling the academic gro\^ths of other countries, which has pro- 
duced science,, which hfis prft^uced literatqr^, should be indicted on 
the ground of its crest or coat of arms. It was surprising that two 
whole speeclies were devoted to “Sree and loti|^i’ it was said that 
‘‘Sri and lotus” were symbols of idolatry. Well Sir, [ xlft :ft':i.^vish 
to go into th^t matter. 

I myself in my owui humble way haVe been a student of the history 
of Islanf. I made it a point wlven I was a student of history to study 
the growth and development, the great conquests, of Islam in foreign 
countries, particularly in Europe. And I have nothing hut rever- 
ence and tlie greatest reverence for the conquest by Islam of European 
culture. But an uncultured conquest of the Calcutta University by 
means of votes w'ould he ^lisastrous and unworthy of Islam. I 
remember spending hours ifi the imvlimval haJlls of ^l-Aznhar in 
Cairo, perhaps now the greatest and most important centre of Islamic 
learning. 1 was enabled to visualise there %omethi;ig that I had 
not seen, that you have not seen, namely, the scholastic establish- 
ments of ?ialanda and Taxilla in the far-awai*v' past. But there has 
stood for thojisaud years Al-Azhar, a true (centre of learning, and, 
it happens to be primarily Islamic learning. And what is the gniid- 
ing principle there P It m a passage from Hadis \ ^ “Sdience is ope 
relligion, prayer is aiiotHier; stydy is better than w’^ship; g», seek 
knowledge, everywdiere even unto China.” That is the true s})irit 
of a University, the University ethos, as the Greeks* used to say. 
To quarrel over symbols is to quarrel with learning. You might as 
well abolish the classics of Greece and Rome/ Would the Musi^al- 
mans of Bengal and India be the richer for the extinction of the great 
languages, the iiobie literatures which are not of Islamic origin? 

I am not trying to hold up before your eyes a fallse ideal. » On the , 
contrary I want to point out that we are engaged here as a legislature 
in a debate on the Calcutta University — a great University — and*l 
20 
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think we should have the academic vision. When ye are discussing 
matters academic we should have that balance, that sense of pers- 
pective, in discussing things about the University Mid not be carried 
away by political stunts. I was told that the Moslems hdve a griev- 
ance against the University. Apart from the “Sree and Lotus,” 
hardly any grievance was specified. Am I to u’nderstand that that is the 
only grievance? 

(A voice: We had no time to mention others.) i* 

Why were they not mentioned? Except in regard to one small 
school litA,pther grievance was mentionc^d here. ’ 

(A voice: If time is given we can mention a good deal of 
grievances.) 

The hon’ble memWr had plenty of time — more time than I have — 
to deal with these things, and I submit very respectfiilly that when 
we are discussing a cjUfstioii of this importanc^rdt should not be dealt 
with lightheartedly by ai\y one. The U^iversjty of Calcutta — there 
is also another growing Uifiversity, the University of l)acca, to be 
thdhgtit of — is growing up and is becoming famoas as an lionoured seat 
of learning.^ It is dib duty, it is the duty of all (f us to see that it 
becoiri?<:;r Ee' equal of theagreatest Universities of the world. Because, 
mind you, if this University falls, the entire learning oV‘ Bengal will 
crumble down, the achievements of the past will be wi])ed away and 
the future will have nothing to show except Jl^he injudiciousness of 
those who brouglit down this temple of learning tlirough cussedness and 
for political reasons which have no claim to respect or reverenr^e. 

Mr. MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Spolu in Bengali 
of which the following is an English translation: — 

Sir, the University of Calevitta is the greatest institution of its 
kind in Bengal and for the matter of that in the whole of India. Nay, 
it is regarded as the greatest centre of learning in the East. But looked 
at purely from a Moslem point of view, do we Moslems find in it any- 
thing for pride as tar as it concerns the Moslems tlmmseUes? As a 
matter ot fact, the Moslems have no right of entry into the precincts 
t)f the ( alcutta University which is the highest centre of learning and 
culture in Btngal a vast country inhabited by Hindus and Moslems. 
As we look at it inter disiippointment ovtrtakes us. Not a single Moslem 
can take pride in what he receives from it. There the Moslem students 
consider themselves utterly helpless. They find nobody there who will 
sympathise with them. In that sacred centre of learning they see 
iiobbdy at whose feet they can sit and devote themselves to the pursuit 
of knowledge relieved of worries and anxieties. Hence, we consider 
a modification and amendment of the Calcutta University Act is 
absolutely necessary. On the Senate and Syndicate of the Calcutta 
University Moslem representation should be on the population basis. 
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In the posts of clerks under the ^J^niversity there is no Moslem. It is 
indeed regret?able. In colleges under the Fniversity a sufficient 
number of Moslem professors should be appointed and a sufficient 
number of examinerships finder the University should be given to 
Moslems. Adequate provision has been made in the University for 
teaching subjects’ relating* to Hindu culture, tradition, liistory, etc. 
But none like this for the Moslems. Adequate provision should also be 
made for teaching subjects concerning Moslem education, culture, 
civilisatic^, art, sculpture, law, etc.,’ and “^‘hairs’’ should be estab- 
lished for the purpose* • ^ 

For many year^ past, negotiations, discussions have been held and 
press comments made 'for allowing t*he candidate for the Matriculation# 
Examination to^write as in the'case of other examinations, on his 
answer book his roll^niii^ber instead of his name, J/ut it is a mailer for 
great regret that the aTtentio# of the University authorilies cannot at 
all be drawn t« this matter. **^11011 dealings, oTi the ])art oi the autliori- 
ties are viewed with great ^suspicion by the educated Moslems ff 
Bengal. ^ 

For many years past, since the introductiim of the M aVricu i/ft ion 
]^xamination,*Tjuestion papers tm Arabic and Persian for the Matri- 
culaiion Examination have been made inconceivably stitf. Many 
have been the agitatioi^^, discussions and jiress commenis up to date, 
ev(‘n the University authorities have been approached but u]) till now 
notliing has been done about it. 

During the month of Itamjan and on th(‘ days fixed for Hindu and 
Moslem religious tc'-l ivit it's colleges should remain closed. In case any 
examination is held on Frida^^, time should be allowed for the Jumma 
prayer. * • 

Up till now the University has laid greatt^r stress on “literary” 
education. Xo attention has been paid at all to practical and voca- 
tional trainyig. Of course a little attention i* being itaid to it now 
but that is noti enough. It has become immediately imperative to pay 
greater attention to practical and vocational training along with 
'‘literary” education. It will not do now to produce ^clerl^s alone, the 
education policy of the Uiiivergity should be modifit'jJ^ and reformed 
in conformity with the needs of the age. Otherwise, in view of the 
manner in which the ranks of the educated unemployed* is gradually 
swelling, the province will in future have to confront a huge socio- 
economic upheaval. 

»iMr. SPEAKER:* I think it would be convenient if I adjourn the 
House now. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minnteSE 
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Mrs. HA8INA ^URSHED: Mr. Speaker, Si^ it is ^ with some 
diffideiiee that I rise to speak on this much debated question. It is 
not my intention, Sir, to accentuate the bitterness of feeling which 
seems to have been roused among the Mussalmans of Bengal on account 
of the adoption by the University of a symbol to which they cannot, 
consistently with their religious tenets, give their approval.* 

I*^ake this opportunify of appealing to my 'Hindu brethren who 
guide the affair^ of the Ilnivevsily to' change its crest and adopt in its 
place one which will not give rise to any resentment. 

1 am sure that the House will be convinced that the objection taken 
to the present symlK)l is certainly not one whicdi is bcwed upbn a fri- 
volous desire to emulate ti»e fashionalde habk*..of < some critics who 
oppose for the niei'e sake of opposition. Hhe objection of tlie Mussal- 
mans, Sir, I submit, is indertl real and is<founded on religious grounds. 
Every oTie in tins House will, I am sure, agree .with me that the adop- 
tion of this crest b\* f ae University has imparted a 4)ar()cl)ial character 
to aif*tils''lTTitu)n which and ougl\t to be, regarded as the common 

fountain-head of education not C)nly tor the Hindus aiuT Mussalmans 
but also for every person irresjtective of caste, creed, race and colour. 
I submit, Sir, that the authorities of the University cannot congratu- 
late themselves on what amounts to a surrender of its catholic charac- 
ter. We are not convinced. Sir, that there can be the slightest reason 
for not changing the crest against which a widespread protest has 
been lodged. 

We are not convinced. Sir, that th^ heavens would have fallen 
if the University, out of deierence to the sentiments of the Mussal- 
mans, had chang(‘d thq crest and adopted a uoii-sectrian one instead. 
I cannot see what objection the University can have to the changing 
of the existing crest. Are we to understand. Sir, that the authorities 
of the University would be doing vicdence to their principles by acced- 
ing to the re(iuest of their Muslim hretHiren? If the University still 
persist in continuing .fo adopt the crest in question, in defiance of the 
religious suscejdi'oilities of the Mussalmans, will it not lay the exe- 
cutiv<‘ authoritres of the University open to the charge of having 
ado])led an attitude of hide-bound imperialism which has so often been 
denounced on the floor of this House? 

‘I would most eariK^stly appeal to the powers tJhat be to take into 
consideratimi the Muslim sentiments and change the present symbol 
for one which would Ike acceptable to a)ll commuilities. If the Uni- 
^ varsity which is, the fountain of liberal education, were itself to 
preach sectarian doctrines through its motto, what hope, I ask, is there 
fo:' that amity and fraternity between communities which is said to be 
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the comraoiu objective of all of us. I consider, Sir, that the cannons 
of courtesy demand that the University should respect our feelings. 
With thes^ words,. Sir, I ^support the views expr^sed by the honour- 
able mover of the motion. 

%Mri 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must 
at "the outset confess and frankly confess that I never liad had any 
opp^ortiiniTy to cross the threshold of the Calcutta University. Sir, I 
must alfo frankl\% confess that up till now I»have not seen the emblem 
of the Calcutta University. Thiy^ clearly jirovJis tliat I do not read nor 
care to read any* book piiblislied by tlie Calcutta University. Books 
generally I read are^ published by the Uni\iersities of Bussia. Sir, I 
had no occasion to know'tlie ordinary meaning or extraordinary moait- 
ing of ^ree anfl Padma, nor Sir, I had any occasion to understand its 
general and metif{>]i<;^cal meaning, ;set *1 witt join issue witli •my 
friends ovei* tliei'e and I sa\* that this Srcc and Padma must "‘o (hear, 
liear). Sir, some of my frieitds suggested* liere that Srec is the emblem 
of prosperity, wealth* and affluence. Tf that is a fact, it is al^lb a 
misnomer wdth reafard to the Calcutta Universifl*because it is always 
running in deficit. (Laughter.) Sir, my friends over the’l\- ^ug^ested 
that Sree anTi Padma should ‘go but have not given any constructive 
suggestion at the same time. If I am jiermitted to say. Sir, T wu’ll 
suggest that in ])la((\^)f Sree itiid Padma there should he hammer and 
sickle. That will be a nice thing: there should be no objection from 
an\ school, any community or any denomination. There should be in 
the Calcutta University the emblem of hammer and sickle — 1 repeat 
again. If this emblem is removed, immediately, 1 will move the 
Calcutta Corporation to remove its emblem which contain (jueer sorts 
of birds wdiiidi I do not like at all (daughter). Sir, if,l am allowed, 
the very tiger over the head of our Speaker should also go, because it 
is an emblem of violence. As a matter of fad, 1 do not like any sorts 
of animals be it bear or lion or tiger or queer sort.s of birds of the 
Calcutta Corporation. They should all go •and be replace«l by the 
emblem of b*ammer and sickle. People all over the country are think- 
ing in that line and wh<in they will get power tjiey will introduce that 
emblem. , • 

Sir, with regard to the Calcutta University, 1 T!fcve alrmidy said 
that I had no occasion to cross its threshold. The only occasion on 
which I did was to ask the students to come out of That University 
(laughter). My friends over there who spoke at length are certainly 
brilliant products of the Calcutta University, but may*I ask then! and 
seriously ask how^ long they have come to realise that this emblem is 
an emblem of idolatry. I have already said that I do not know its 
meaning nor have I cared to know its metaphorical meaning. Sir,*foj’ 
the simple reason that I believe their statement that it has affected the 
feelings of the Mu^m^ community of Bengal and only for that reason 
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I agree with them and say that this emtlem shbuld go ; but at the same 
time I would also request my friends over there, particularly the mover, 
to stick to it to the last and not to withdraw the motion. It is a very 
salient thing and it is a very important thing ; my friends must be 
serious when moving a motion in the Legislature. Sir, I hope and 
very rightly hope that my friends to my opposite will be serious at 
least to-day and stick to the motion they have moved. Witli these words, 
Sir, I support the motion moved by my friend Mr. Biswas. 

Mr. PRAMMTHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as an 
infant in polities and as a novice in this august Legislative Assembly, 

I have been faced with embarrassment and bewildermeni night after 
night. To-night, Sir, I came to discuss the question* of the attitude 
of my friend the Hdh’ble the Finance Minisf^. towards the Calcutta 
University whether or not he has behaved in god-motherly fashion 
in a system of government^ maternalifhn. Instead of that financial 
qilestion being raised, a question whicli I ‘inig'lit have ])ointed out at 
once involved a solutVon of an act of belated justii'e, 1 am faced witli 
the aiuf the cret’t of the Calcutta Univeisity. ^Mr. Speaker, 

Sir, I for one know how to respect the sentiment of others; I for one 
know how to respect the divergent views of my o])])onents. ‘I will not 
treat the question. Sir, as the llon’bie the Home ^linister tried to 
meet tin* question of trampling down of the (\')ngress — or as we on this 
side of the House say — the national flag the other niglit. So far as 
the emblem is concerned, this House has got the official reply of the 
Calcutta University. Official replies are j^roverbially laconic and 
cold. The official reply of the Calcutta University is that there was no 
intention, no,. ulterior motive on the part of anybody to wound the 
feelings, the susceptibilities, tlie sentiments, the emotions, even the 
vanity or tlie prid(‘ of a number of individuals of one of the greatest 
communities of Bengal. Mr. Speaker, Sir, as a member of the Legis- 
lature and as a member of the Calcutta University who has devoted 
the best years of his life to the cause of liis indfvr. I stick to that 

answer with a little e„motion and with a little sentiment superadded. 
I am confident, Sii', that the grievances of the Muslim community in 
Bengal will cer'iainly receive a responsive echo from the authorities of 
the Calcutta University. I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, to-night the Vice- 
Chancellor of the University has not been able to come to this House; 
he is in fact very ill. If he were here he would have given, I am sure, 
the * assurance "^t hat all the legitimate grievances of the Hindus, the 
Muslims, the Christiana or of any other community, will meet with 
just response from the University of Calcutta. It is a public institu- 
.tion and no public institution — whatever its traditions, whatever its 
magnitude, whatever its ambition, can possibly be blind to even the 
sentiment or the emotion of other people. 
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Mr. Speaker, so far as this question is concerned, I did not realise 
its full implication before 1 heard the fervent appeal from my honour- 
able friend*Mrs. Murshed.^ Sir, in an evil afternocin in 1929 one of our 
students abroad at Allahabad wrote to the University of Calcutta to 
ask whether or not he cpiild wear t*he crest of the University on his 
sporting blazer. Verily, Sir, thi.s is a case “where mighty events from 
trivial cai^ses have sprung.” 

The •! niversity api)ointed a Committee Jp see what they could do 
in the matter. The* Gomniittee referred the ^natter to the greatest 
artist in Bengal, paifiely, Dr. Abanindra*Natli Tagore.* He prepared a 
design, which was submitted to the scrutiny' and observation of the 
Architect to tlie (Tovernuient of Bengal. The design was appioved bu4 
objcctioA by sc^me Moslem members was preferred to it. The result 
was that tlie matter was,refeiTed to the College of^leraldry in Londoii — 
a C\)llege wliicli is noted 4‘or its crests and design; and after the 
University received it;? repol^,, it appoint»jd*a Committee consisting of 
the 1 ice-(hiancellor of, tlo^ day, the Architect to the (jov(‘rninent#of 
Bengal, the rrincij)al of the Government School Art and the present 
Vice-Chancellor. This Committ'ee came loathe conclusiw: this 

symbol, it ifrted, would not la; o])jectionable to any coinmujiity what- 
ever. Sir, so far as the expression “Sree” is concerned, J was reading 
the I)i(*t ionary of Carey this ny)rning. He (‘annot be accused of com- 
munalism, having wriften his dictionary in an age when communalism 
was unkiKJwn and I found tliat he has given twenty dilferent meanings 
to this Cabalistic expression “Sree,” and two of the meanings are 
“rr()S])erity“ and “Happiness.” What symbol, Sir, can be more fitting 
to the larae number of our g^rl pu])ils wlio are now entering the portals 
of our Tini versify than they should rej)resent — whether these girls are 
Hindu or Moslem “Prosperity” or “Beauty”? 

Mr. Speaker, the symbol “Lotus”! How* beautiful that flower 
“Lotus,” blossoming in the turbid pool of ])arty politics in Bengal, 
saluting the ^unshine of liberty — what more beautiful symbol can there 
be of any flower; and yet. Sir, I find that the Hon’ble Chief Minister, 
in his answer to this Hoiffie the other night, statwl that neither “Sree” 
nor “Lotus” was by itself objectionable but a mechaVic^f combination 
of both was objectionable. I took some little pains to Tend thehScience 
of Numismatics. A coin, either gold or silver, is a Ix^iutiful article 
of faith for what is rank but guinea’s stamp? I find, Sir, that almost 
all the Delhi Monarchs — beginning from Mahmood of Ghor — had, not 
only on their coins the word “Sree” inscribed but that the coin of 
Mahmood of (jhoii itself bore not onlv the “Lotus” but even the 
figure of the Goddess Lakshmi. I have in my hand one of the authori- 
tative books on coins by Nelson Wright — “Catalogue of the coins in* 
the Indian Museum.” If I did not treat this august assembly with 
the highest *if J only treated it as a museum of political 
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curiosities, I would have produced three important speoimen coins of 
the Muslim Emperors of India in silver with the Sree and lotus on 
each. . . 

[At this stage the member having reached the time-limit and 'was 
allowed to speak for five minutes more.] 

May I show these three coins to my Moslem friends? They are neces- . 
sarily enveloped but they all bear the impression “Sree’’ and “Lotus.” 

I liave one coin in my liand — of tlie great Slier Shah — my friend 
Mr. Hashemy took objection to the tiger on your head — though Sher 
represents tiget yet Sher Shall put down his name , as Sree Sher Sliah. 
Then I have in iny hand a coin of Mah.mood, of Glior — one of the 
' greatest conciuerors tliat the world has ever seen — but more than a 
conqueror — he was a humorist as well, and on tlie reverse of his coin 
a Monkey ajipears w\t]i a rhace. When he caao to India he discovered 
that he came to a land not only of men but of many Jid/ntnunis as well. 
Sir, so much about the emblem and the -symbol. 

My Muslim fri^y^cls have raised a number of objections against the 
Calcutt^Fni versify and one of the objections has taken a peculiar 
form. It took the forni of an objection against some the writings 
of llabindra Nath Tagore. Sir, I will not say more about Rabindranath 
because any words of commendation from me must be treated as jire- 
sumptuous; but, Sir, may I refer that hoiiTde ‘'hiembers to the English 
piecies whicli have been ])rescribed in the Fniversities of ('alcutta and 
Dacca? Let us first start with Shelly: Like our Chief Minister, 

“Higher, still and higher 

From the earth he springeth like a cloud of fire 
The blue* dee]) lie wingeth 
And ever soaring singeth, 

And ever singing soareth.” 

His book “rrometheus Unbound” deale, as is well known, with 
a topic of Greek mythology. Then, we come to Keat’s — “Ode on a 
Greecian Urny’ “Ode to Endymion,” Tennyson’s “On the judgment of 
Pai •is”: these are the favourite authors of the Calcutta and Dacca 
Universities. When we prescribe a particular piece or a book, whether 
in English or in Bengali, whether in Sanskrit or in some other language, 
we did not consider the question of religion or of idolatry. If we did 
so, the University of Calcutta would never have prescribed the English 
Bible in all stages of the Curricula of studies beginning from the 
.. Matriculation right up to the B.A. The Bible has not been prescribed 
for propagating the love of Christ but for the purpose of teaching our 
students how to write good English — as an emblem of culture. 
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Sir, one'ol my friends raised tlie point that the Calcutta University 
is aiming at a cultural conquest. Far be it from the intentions of tha 
authorities «f tlie University to aim any kind of cultural conquest on 
the great Moslem community of Bengal. Islam, Sir, with ita symbol 
of the crescent l^as fouglit^ Christianity, the Holy Koran has fought the 
Bible, the Scimitar has fought tlie Sword and Islam to-day is no poorer 
for it— and if anybody within the University or outside it thinks that 
he can dominate Islam by imposing a culture which is alien to the idea 
of Islam, he musV find for binisolf a place <in a commodious pln(;e at 
Ranchi called the Lunatic Asylum# , ^ 

Sir, so far as tfie Calcutta University is concerned, it has done great 
things. I shpuld advise ^itll my fniends, if fny advice is not deemei^ 
presurapiuous, to read a book, an excellent book on the history of tlie 
development of Muliammadan Education in Bengal. Tliat is a book 
written by a gentlemafl\y t|je name of Mr.’ Azizul Huq, before he was 
installed on Jlie Treasury Bench. I shall* just conclude my speech 

by reading one small passage *from the opening chapter of that book 

• • • 

“Acquire knowledge, because he wiio acquire^ it in the way of the 
Lord, perform^ an act of pitdx, who sjieaks of it, ])rai<es tiod, wlio^seeks 
instruction iM*it bestows alms and who imparts it to its fitting objects, 
performs act of devotion to God.” * 

Synriiol or no Syp^bol, I .^kall be quite satisfied if the alumni of 
of the Univeisity of Calcutta — my alnui niiitrr — your (iJina tudteTy 
Sir, the dinui iiidffr of 4/5ths ot the h'gislators I see ai’oiind me in 
the Hall, act uj) to the gieatest ideal which has been (‘Jiunciated in Iluq’s 
History ot Muslim Education in Bengal — T take it that the passage 
I quoted is a passage from^he llol) Koran. 

Mr. Speaker, I have one more word to say, just o/ie small word 
to the Hon’ble Chief Minister. The Hon’ble,C4iief Minister is also a 
son of the ('alcutta University, he has been tied with many bonds of 
affection apd gratitude to it and my appeal t/) him to-night is that — 
let all ideas *ibout mistrust, suspicions, disharmony and disajiproval lie 
buried. Let us start anew so that the two great communities in Bengal 
may, in their onward nfarch for jmlitical progfess walk side by side. 
I do not want, personally speaking, to have the gr^ ^foslein Com- 
munity of Bengal representing the two hind legs of the deer; after all 
the tiger may some day fall upon the running deer and it is the hind 
legs of the deer that will get entwined in the forest of despair. 

As a member of the Syndicate I have nd authority officially to 
invite the members of the Legislature to the University but speaking 
for myself I shall certainly place the point of view of my Moslem 
friends before the Syndicate, but on my behalf may I extend to en^ 
end all a cordial welcome to the University precincts which are so 
dear to you, Mr ^Spga ker, from more points of view than one, so fhai 
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in the days to come we may not have these jarring note^ of disharmony 
and quarrel of discord and hatred between the two great communities 
of Bengal (Hear: hear). 

Th0 Hovi’blo Mr. At K# FAZLUL HUQs Sir, it is extremely 
regrettable that an attack on the Calcutta University should have been 
launched by my friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas on grouncb other than 
academic and I rise, Sir, to say only a few words in explanation of the 
attitude which the Govdinment propose to take after listening to the 
debates vrhich^ I hav(^ listened in i'his House this afternoon. Sir, it 
is not necessary for me either to criticise the Calbutta University or 
to defend it. But I mlist tell this House* that I have come to know 
officially that there is rightly or wrOngly a very large sect'on of the 
people of this country who regard the adopHon of this crest of Sree 
and Padnui of the *^Calcutta Tlniversity as Vxtreuiely unioiiiinate, 
because the Moslem community almost tc a man regard this action on 
the part of the University as something amounting to sacrilege. Sir, 

I may at once tell the House that I propose to call a conference of 
representativevH of tlie University and of various sections of this House 
to sit round a table and' discuss not merely this question^ but also other 
questions wliicli represent the giievances of the Muslim community, 
of the scheduled castes, and of other sections of the ]io])idation of 
Bengal legarding the administration of aSi'airs of tlie Calcutta 
Univei'sity. T have every re.ason to hoj)c that by friendly discussions 
across the table, where it would be ])ossible for the members to ex- 
<'hange views and to come to correct decisions with due regard to the 
feelings and sentiments of all, we shall be able to get rid of the 
pre^(Mit feeling of discontent which seems to prevail against the Calcutta 
ITnivei'sity. 1 will not say anything further on this ])oint, because I 
hoj)e that, without entering into a discussion on the question of the 
adoption by the (^alcutta University of this crest, it would be better 
to con(‘entrale our attempts in the conference that I have suggested to 
bring about a satisfactory solution of the problems that have arisen by 
this action of the University of Calcutta. 

Sir, I noU" come to the motion itself. My friend Mr. Abdul Latif 
Biswas ’has mdved that the sum of Rs. 1,24,313 be omitted and that 
the demand that I have made l)e reduced by that amount. I would 
like to give this House a very brief history of the various settlements 
that have been made by the Bengal Government with the Calcutta 
University in order to enable the University to get over their financial 
embarrassments and to enable them to carry on their duties unhampered 
by considerations of deficiency in finance. In 1932, a settlement was 
•^co'ncluded with the Calcutta University by which Government under- 
took to gi*ve them a grant of Rs. 3,60,000, subject to the condition that 
if in any year the income of the University ii^ tir^i!;^ed?-fund exceeded 
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Rs, ll,72,0^^the Government grant for that year would be reduced by 
half the amouAt of the excess over that sum, the ne(jes8ary adjustments 
being made ^t the time of tjie payment of the grants for the succeeding 
year. Supposing in any year the fee-fund reached the figure of 
Rs. 12,00,000, the excess .would be Rs. 28,000, of which Rs. 14,000 
would go to the 1 niversity and Rs. 14,000 would be utilized as a set- 
off to reduce (xovernment’s contribution of Rs. 3,60,000 to the 
University. It so liuppened that in course of |[ime the fee-fund began 
to increase to such*an, extent, that in the yeai» 1 934-35 (Government Jiad 
to pay only Rs. 2,36^00*0; in 193i-3() GotvernmAit i)aid Rs^2,0r),000 ; 
and in 1936-37 (A)veriiment's contiihution was Rs. 1^,07,800. Tin* 
University complainecUhatMii consecjnence of Hie arrangiMUeni tlial had 
been ente^red into the Universitvi were nol enabled to take full benefit* 
of this increase ^n lee rales, and they complained not without reason 
that ( rovernnu'nt w^re«*T'ea])ing the Ixoiefil of^his increase whiTdi 
would ordinarily have ^one .entirely to t lie .University. In ordc'r to 
examine the position ftirther ifnd in all itsMetails, (fovernment iihu^ed 
an expert, viz., Dr. Jeii}tins*on deimtation.- And Dr. Jenkins reported 
that, instead of fliiftuatiiig advances. Uovernmeif\*should give to the 
Univei’sity a consolidated grant ol IN. 4,85fl)00, and this figufe of 
Rs. 1,25,000 really repiesentv Hie diflerence between Rs. 4,85,000, (he 
amount suggested by Dr. lenkins, and what would havi* been ]>rovided 
in tlie Inidget under tl^ old aritingiMiieut. Sir, all that we havi‘ done 
is tliat under tliis arrangement, it acce))ted by this House and if notliing 
further hapjieiis, the University will derive the fullest benefit from the 
increase in lee-fund and the inei eased receipts from University publi- 
cations. The various questions which have been discuvssed may be 
briefly summarised under a iew heads. Apart from the question of 
Sri and lotii^, reference has been made 11) the grievances ol» lh(‘ Muslims 
and of the scheduled castes in connection with the affiliation of schools 
by the University, and one member has referre*! to the publication of 
text-books prescribed by the Calcutta University which wound the 
religious feflings of Muslims and others. I submit, Sir, that all these 
are matters wfiich can be discussed at the conference whidi 1 propose 
to call very soon, if possihje as soon as the Assemljly has dispersed after 
the budget session. And I have no doubt that at a aonfetence of that 
kind we shall not only be abltl to come to a solutioi>regard>ng the 
crest of Sree and lotus but also of other matters about which any section 
of the community or of the public may have any grievance against the 
Calcutta University. (A voice: What about employment?) Well, the 
question of employment and all other questions ‘will be *3180118863 and 
decided at the conference. 

Now, Sir, there' is only one other matter to which I wish to dmW • 
the attention of the House. My friend Mr. Hashemy, who is* not here 
now, has asked* th^jjpver of the motion to stick to his guns and n*ot 
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withdraw it but press it to a division and take the sense of the House. 
I do not know what actuated him in making this gallant suggestion, 
but I may tell Mr. ITashemy that the time lias not yet rome when he 
would be in a position to give a mandate to any section of thevHoupe. 
Wlien lie readies tliai position, he can issu^ fatwas, my friend from 
over there suggests, and send round his whips and ask the parties to 
vote in a particular way. But, Sir, I wish to point out to the House 
that this motion to refuse the demand by a particular sum, if pressed 
to a division, will not n^jcessarily mean any redress of grievances, nor 
will it b/ive any juai tical results, ,^becau8e, after all, if you vote out 
this sum, if \ou disapprove the arrangements tf\a1 we have made, we 
shall be coming back, to the old arrangement, and the Calcutta 
University will get exactly the sum which we projiose to give them under 
the arrangement that is suggested by Dr. Jenkins. The only* advantage 
of discussing this (rit motion would be to gvve an opportunity to the 
various sections of <he Il^ouse to express tlieir views on some important 
questions, wliich affect tlie relations bdween the Government and the 
\Jniversity and the University and various sfctions of tlie community 
in particular, 1 '*hlnk. Sir, that in tliese circumstances, my friend 
thef mover of tlie motioiuiwill not jiress it to a division. I have given him 
the assurance that I am going to have a conference, and Mr. P. N. 
Iknerjee has extended a very kind invitation to all of us to go and 
have a discussion wilh him in the office of tl^e Calcutta Uiifversity. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Not with me, Sir, but 
with the Syndicate of the Calcutta University. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a matter of detail. 
We can discuss it with the rejiresentatWes of the Calcutta University 
— with the It vndiiaite. Itejiresentatives may be selected from amongst 
the members of this House. AVe expect to hav'e a friendly discussion 
at that conference in order to come to a satisfactory solution of all the 
questions that are involved. Sir, in view of this assurance 1 would ask 
my friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas to withdraw his motion and not 
to press it to a vote. 

Mr. ABbUL LATIF BISWAS: Sir, in view of the assurance given 
by th^ Hon’bie the Chief Minister and in view of the assurance given 
by Mr. P. N. Banerjee, that every genuine grievance will receive 
sympathetic consideration, I beg leav’e of the House to withdraw my 
motion. 


Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am not the Chief 
Minister yet. 

Mf. ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Well, you expect to be some day. 
The motion was then, by leave of the Housft^ withdrawn. 
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Mr. SPE^^ER: I think it is i only fair that I should inform you 
that we have got roughly about four hours and a half to discuss th# 
Education budget to-day and to-morrow. If the leaders of the differ- 
ent sections agree, I propose to distribute the time a!^ follows ; another 
half an hour for University education; half an hour for secondary 
education; one hdur and fifteen minutes for primary education, out of 
which members of the scheduled caste will liave half an hour; madrassa 
education, Ifalf an hour; female education half an hour; and European 
education, half an ^ hour. 

• • 

Dr. NALINAK8KA 8ANYAL? Mi \\ •[ mox^^ that tjie (frrestion of 
University educaticm be now put, because we have several other 
motions to discuss later . * 

Mr. sNakBR: 1 am at the disposal of the House, but I would 
like to know the views #f the Coalition (iroup wliMher they would like 

to have any further disi^ussiop on University .education. 

• • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A.. K.. FAZLUL HU.Q: No, Kii. We do n.i 
want any further diseus^ion on University ediietamn. 

Mr. SPE/fKER; As It is <H)t desired of the leatler of the (\)ali- 
tion (jrouir, tliat there should be any’ further debate on University 
education, 1 would taj^e up th** next item whicli is Primary educa- 
tion, and Maulvi Tamizuddiii Khan will now move his motion, and 
members of all sections will be allowed to participate in the debate, 
and on that understanding I will give one hour and fifteen minutes 
for primary education from now. 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJ^E: We have saved one hour on Univer- 
sity education and can you not give this hour to the Miscussion of 
adult education? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is no such item in the deinand as adult 
education; tt is either included in University education or in secondary 
education. * 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: I think wt* ought to have some 
time to educate ourselves. ' * 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 think this motion ought 
to be put to vote now. * 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will put the entire demand to, vote. There 
is no separate demand for University. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I be^ to move tliat a sum 
of Rs. 1,17,40,000* demanded for expenditure under the head “37—* 
Education — General” be reduced by Es. 100, 
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My purpose is to draw the atterition of the House the urgent 
necessity of making primary education free and compJ^fsory without 
further delay. This is a question which hardly requires any debate on 
the floor of this Hous^*. I think there is no one in this House or in 
the country who does not wish that there should be immediate intro- 
duction of free and compulsory education in this prcfvince. Yet why 
are we not having what every one of us has been demanding for so 
long a timel^ That is tlie question which I intend to discuss by way 
of the motion whicli 1 have just now moved. Now, the principal 
question that centres roifhd a proposal like thi.^ is whether primary 
education*^can be made free and coilipulsorv without taxation. There 
are some people who think tliat primary education should no doubt be 
made free and compulsory but tlcuc slioufd be no taxation imposed 
for the purpose of doing it. J submft tliat if it is possible to make 
primary education free and comi)iils()r\ without any taxation, there 
is no one who will rfemur to that idea. , Tliose who are in favour of 
taxation, their attitude if not that there must be taxa-'^ion. If they 
support taxation, they support it under a painful necessity, because 
without such taxation primary^ education under the present circum- 
stances cannot be macle free and compulsory. Some of tlie honourable 
mem*bers of tliis House daring their election campaign gf.ve out liopes 
to their electorates that primayv education w'ould be made free and 
compulsory, without any taxation for tliat purpose. Oiir elections are 
uow^ ov(‘r and umh'r normal circumstances w^e cftn w’ait at least for five 
years more before we shall to have face another election. At present I 
therefore, think w'c can probably speak without our eyes towards our 
electorates. Now, I ask every one of this House to consider whether it 
is possible under the present circumstances to find the money that is 
necessary for making primary education free and compulsory without 
any kind of taxation. If that is possible, it wall be most w^elcome. I 
and my friends will nof countenance the idea of groping in the dark 
for a further period of time and wasting valuable time in framing 
schemes which cannot materialise. Giving tax is not a pleasant experi- 
ence. Therefore, if some of us say that we are prepared, to pay even 
a tax for the purpose of making primary education free and com- 
pulsory, it is not on account of any morbid' and unnatural desire to 
pay taxes, but H is on account of the realisation of circumstances pre- 
vailing in thiscountry. Is there any alternative scheme of making 
])rimary education free and compulsory without taxation? There is 
none yet. The Chief Minister in charge of Education has not yet taken 
the House or any member of the House into his confidence as to any 
such scheme as may be in his contemplation. Therefore, we have to 
resort to the inevitable idea of taxation for the purpose of making 
primary education free and compulsory. Of course, there is opposition 
and there must be opposition, but the opposition to this proposal will 
probably divide the members of the House into two distinct divisions 
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— those who^ally wan tVp rimary edjicatron and tliose who do not really 
want it, hut nfcrely profess that they want it. If we really want it^ 
we must be prepared to show the ways and means wjiereby the thing- 
can be done, Vith taxation gr without taxation. Akhough it is pos- 
sible to find some money by resorting to measures of economy, this will 
not at all be suffioient to n^et the whole cost of introducing free and 
compulsory education in the province. As I have said before, some 
money could^be found by having recourse to economy, but it will not be 
sufficient for the purpose. 1 submit, SJr, that we should not refrain 
from having these few, lakhs which will be a*useful asset and whieh 
will supplement the n^ney required for tl;e enforcement of t»he Rural 
Primary Education *»Act. I submit that no further defny should be 
made in enforcing the proviffions of the Rural Primary Education Act. ^ 

• 

Now, rfir, the*Hon’ble Finance Minister admitted the other day on 
the floor of this HouSe thflt the depression wds at kst over. If this ft 
so, can there be any jus^tificajjion for not enfgrciug all the provisions 
of that Act? Money is being*found for v5rious other things. For- 
tunately terrorism is dyifig;*.but supposing ‘instead of dying it raise? 
its head once again jnid spreads throughout the leifg^h of this (‘ountry, 
then will not Government face it and will mk the Government Pnd 
money for fighfing the evil? Ortainly they will have to. 1 submit, 
Sir, that th^ members of tlie Government do not feel in the same way 
in the matter of introdu^iing i)rinfary education as they feel for certain 
other hobbies ol tlieirs. Had they the same feeling for the welfare of 
the masses, I tliink they would never have hesitated to adopt proper 
means to make primary education free and compulsory. If they can 
show us a way whereby it can be done without taxation within a short 
time, that would be an welciHue idea. Can they do so? 1 have 
already stated that they have not yet laid any scheme • before the 
House. Therefore, without wasting further time over the oft-debated 
question I want to make a constructive suggestion. The whole of 
Bengal could not be economically in the same position to-day : some 
parts may be in distress and certain parts in comparative prosperity. 

I would submit that if certain districts are in favour of enforcing the 
provisions of the Act, there is no reason why .Government should 
hesitate to enforce the Act in those districts. For example, •the district 
board of Mymensingh made aif application to the (iT^ernmetot to 
enforce the provisions of the Rural Primary Education Act there. 
But what Government did was that they yielded to certain telegrams 
and representation against it from certain quarters in the district of 
Mymensingh. I do not say. Sir, that Government shbuld not be 
responsive to populaj feeling; they must do so. But they should look 
into the origin of a particular agitation. The District School Board, 
the lawful authority of that district with regard to the primary educai • 
tion as well as the district board, was, I think, unanimously ih favour 
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•of enforcing the provisions dti the Act. But interested qtil’rters raised 
•objections and they will certainly raise objections even ^hen Bengal is 
far more prosperous than she is to-day. Therefore, I think Govern- 
ment was not right in hesitating to enforce the provisions of the Act 
in the district of Mymensingh on account of such objections. 

I would suggest that if there are any districts which come forward 
with constructive schemes to enforce the Act, Governments' should not 
hesitate to do so. Similarly, if 'there are other districts which do not 
come forward with such' demand, Government may make certain 
other exp'^riments in those districts: o> 

, I would ask the Government to take p leat out of the book of 
Mr. Gandhi who suggested that primary education can be made free 
and eomi)ul8ory and self-supporting : of course h^* has not made his 
point clear. But I would submit that Mik Gandhi is certainly a person 
who cannot be regarded as visionary. is foil of conitructive ideas. 
Then, Sir, this Government should enquire and investigate what Con- 
gress Governments ^4 re going to do in this direction. 1 would ask our 
Government to emiuire into and investigate those constructive sugges- 
tions, and after that investigation 1 would ask our Cabinet to make 
experiments in certain districts of Bengal on these lines. Our own 
Cabinet nniy hiive certain ideas of their own and they can mako experi- 
ments on those lines als-o in certiiin other districts. What 1 submit is 
this that we cannot wait any longer. We have always been fighting 
for free and compulsory primary education and we have been giving 
promises to our electorates — the illiterate masses — that things would 
change as soon as we got Provincial Autonomy. Provincial Autonomy 
has come but as yet no constructive and -substantive scheme has been 
placed before" the House. There is nothing to show that steps are being 
taken to introduce free and compulsory education without delay. I 
therefore implore our Cabinet not to make any further delay but to 
take a bold step and enforce the provisions .of the Rurnl Primary 
Education Act as soon as possible. i, 

With these words"! commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is as< im- 
portant a matter as it is difficult and it is well that it has been brought 
up so early in our life as a new House. I trust however that no word 
will be said in this discussion to suggest to people outside the House 
that you can give Bengal a universal system of primary education 
-\Vithout the province feeling the pinch. We have down in our motion 
paper one or two motions w’hich suggest that it is eas 5 ^ Now, it is said 
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of an Engli^nian that he pays his taxes in sorrow and his rates ia- 
anger. But nSt only the Englishman, I think In^ia has found the 
same experi^ce amongst all classes. 

We do not w^nt primly education spread all over the province, 
but we have never yet arrived at any easy, I might say, any possible 
way of doing it. When I was an official more than once I was 
engaged in a survey of possibilities. I remember that the very lowest 
estimate ^e arrived* at^ for the most meagre kind of primary education 
was about 2f crores jw annum, aivl we \^;ere rather ashamed to think 
of the kind of schofj iiiich would be given to the villag*es out of that. 
Our problem in Bengal is that fundamentally We are a land of villages. 
We want village schools :*yet the villages can contribute very little 
towards tfiem. We have a Primary Education Act, but we have done 
very little with it. is the proposal that we^should resuscitate It 

at once and make it effe(;tive. , I hope we don’j. I hope that before we 
take that Act into use we put if before a conipeteut committee of public 
men and educationists afl'd Consider what m the best that we can ge^l 
out of it, be ready tef change our ideas and ideals if^’e find it necessary. 
For as I said^jthe other day in our general fliscussion, this provfhce 
has some 50 or GO thousand pHlliary schools—most of them ineffective. 
They are^ private schools under no sort of control, they are precarious, 
they are inefficient; but.unless We are very careful when putting the 
Act into operation all we would do would be to cause the disappear- 
ance of these many thousands of private schools to make room for a 
large number of small public and equally inefficient schools. There- 
fore, I would suggest that that committee, dealing with the Act, might 
take into consideration first of till this line of action. Consider the large 
villages first and provide them with schools. When they are equipped, 
consider villages of the next size, and so on; but at one time take a 
definite piece of work in a definite area, equip tfiis with schools, other- 
wise if we embark on so immense a project, so undefined a project as 
giving the whole of Bengal a system of primary education we shall 
never get going. We shall waste our time and probably our money 
over the preliminaries. May I give one illustration from my own 
country which would show at once the difficulty of our prdblem? We 
have, I think, GO thousand prinfary schools in Bengal ''2^d I sffppose 
the children in them are about a million and a half. In^ England we 
have thousand j)rimary schools and there are 5^ millions children — 
in them all’ children. I do not think we can hope for any flU 9 h 
results in Bengal for many years, but we might hope to do something 
of a similar kind in ^ome chosen areas such as selected villages. If we 
could provide villages with schools, a thousand this year, a thousand 
next year and a thbusand the year after, we should make progress.* 
And I say that because of one fundamental principle of primarj educa- 
tion. It has b^njgjiiid Jby^ experience — I put it into mathematical 
91 y 
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terms — that one school of 150 children with three teacher^ much more 
valuable to the community, and gives much more result^ for the money 
and effort spent on it, than three schools of 50 children each under one 
teacher. Therefore, I would put that forward as a principle of guid- 
ance for us when we resume our discussions of this very difficult 
matter. 

(After Mr. Wordsworth finished his speech several members from 
different groups stood up and wanted to speak.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope the members • will kindly realise the 
difficulty of th '3 Speaker when they rise up all at\,iice from the different 
groups of this House. After a member of a particular group has 
initiated a debate and before another member from that group speaks 
it is only fair that 1 should give an opportunity at lea«t to one member 
of the other groujis., 1 hope also that the mt^mbers wdll not misunder- 
stand me, but it is extremely difficult fo. the v?peaker to find out from 
a particular party wdio wdlt speak unless^he gels some sort of guidance 
from the Leader of that ])arty otherwise be, would have to draw by 
lots. 1 propose he'K' dorth, subjecd to there being a speaker, that if the 
Congress party iniliates a debate 1 wdll fcdlow it up by Coalition group, 
if the Coalition starts a debate 1 wdll follow’ it up b> Congress group. 
Theiealler 1 will go to the other groups in the House, namely, Praja 
group, European group. Scheduled Caste group and Nationali.>t group. 
I hope the members will kindly realise the position and rise up 
accordingly. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir J rise to support the 
motion moved by 1113 ^ esteemed friend Maulvi Tamiziuldin Khan. It 
is needless to say that Bengal is in great need of primary education. 
We all feel’^liow greatly we wuint primary education, free and com- 
pulsory, throughout the country. Sir, the policy of the Government so 
long, as we have seen, has been to keep the province downwards 
economically, educationally and j)hysically. A large sum of money is 
being spent but there is no progress in any direction. In educational 
matters also a large sum of money is being spent every 3 ear but that 
goes only t(' higher education and nothing for primary education. Sir, 
only lis. 27 t- khs out of IJ crores of rupees has been set apart for 
primary education. This is inadequate. Moreover, the demand for 
free and compulsory primary education has been too strong in this 
country but 1 do not know why the Government lias turned a deaf ear. 
Gbvernment can find money for police, for keeping down the youths 
of this countr 3 % for all sorts of things that they like, but they cannot 
find money for primary education. No excuse can convince me at least 
, of any good will of the Government. 

Sir, T come from a community which always finds a ludicrous 
position in this wmrld because of wmnt of education.. We have been 
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made to r^in in this condition »by the Government, but this position 
of ours can A removed within a period of five years if the Government 
give us wholesale education. The British Government have decdwed 
all through that the schedbled castes, or the depressed classes as they 
are called, are the trust of the British people and wlieiiever the question 
of granting self-government has come they have said that they cannot 
grant India self-government because there are depressed classes who 
require th'bir special attention. They have always said that without 
their piDtection, without their looking aftei^the depressed class people 
will not be able to live 6r thrive l^ut the>; have #lone nothing; they have 
kept us in darkcp^ss all through. They are doing tWs only to serve 
their political purposes aqd they are playing the game very carefully 
and very skilfully. Dur^lg th^ period of nearly 200 years of British 
reign, as we all know. Sir, not even one per cent, of our people have 
been educated, (l)nsiifer for a moment, Sir, »hat sort of deccpTion 
has been practised upon us b^’ the British Go^vernment who always claim 
to be our trustees. • • 

Sir, under the, new regime we liaA^e been giwn a s])ecial political 
right, but whatever right we ma\ get we cannot ulilise it uiile.y; our 
people get sti^ciently educated and that educalion can only be possible 
if the Government come forward wiili* help. There have been earnest 
efforts Amongst our people to get our boys and girls educated, but so 
far we have received no encouragement from the Government. Our 
schools are generally uncared for. Primary schools we have started 
many but very few have received Govcnnnent patronage. AVe have 
started a large number of M. E. schools, but the position is the same- 
no care is taken by anybocVy. We have got a large number of high 
•ichools even, but the same story state indifference is ^old here also. 
We are doing our best to elevate ourselves but how can the scheduled 
caste people rise up without the help of Gov^iment but the Govern- 
ment patronage has been kept reserved for the big people. Even in 
this yearV budget a Idrge sum of money is g^ing to higher education 
and a good ?ura to the majority community, the Moslems, but a very 
small amount has been gjven for the scheduled cystes. I do not grudge 
that my Moslem friends have got this amount : I lil^e thit everyone of 
their boys and girls should be educated,, there should iv^no urw^ducated 
people in this province. We like this because we want to elevate our- 
selves. W do not want simple reading and writing bul; we want that 
sort of education which will revolutionise our minds and which will 
create a revolution in the country. Sir, we th^ schedu^d caste people 
are the poorest in economic matters and the most uneducated and we 
want to be at one line with other sections of the peole, but that is not 
possible in the ordinary course. It requires revolution and witheui 
revolution this much change in the society cannot be pos.«fible. The 
big people mufit coge downwards to meet us and we the poorest of “the 
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poor and the most pitiable creatures rise to run up. We vrmi that sort 
of education which will be able to revolutionise our society . 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-linfit resumed 
his seat.) 

Maulvi JONAB ALI MAZUMDAR: Spoke in Bengali of which the 
following is an English translation: — 

Sir, it is the elementary duty of every civilised Government to 
remove the ignorance and illiteracy of the people. Bpngal Government 
have* always shelved the question of the introduction of free primary 
education on th 3 plea of shortage of funds. Ail’ything conducive to 
the well-being of the poor rural population has been delayed either on 
the pretext of shortage of funds or” on some •mother grounds. The law 
enacted in 1935 for the purpose of giving relief to the agricultural 
debtors has not yet be*^n enforced in all parts Bengal. I personally 
know of cases where the District Magistrate called the first sitting of 
the Debt Settlement Board rome 4 months after the foriliation of the 
Board had been announced in the Calcufti^- (J'fzette. As a result of 
this dilatory policy Miiny peasant families have been deprived of their 
all. *A8 a matter of fact Bengal Government have become accustomed 
to disregarding the interests of the poor masses. How is ifr^hat nothing 
relating to the police, judicial or any other dei)artment is held up for 
want of money? We also noticed in the previous regime how Govern- 
ment incurred expenses in anticipation of sanction by the Legislative 
Council. Compulsory free primary education may be introduced with- 
out levying an educational tax. Expenses for this education should 
be met from the sum of more than Rs. 2 crores which is obtained from 
the Government of India on account of jute. Is it not right that the 
major portion of jute duty should be spent on benefiting those who 
grow jute? Free primary education ought to have been introduced 
long ago in the most important of the jute-growing districts of Bengal. 
I think that, except the European members of this Assembly every 
other member must have given pledges to his constituency that his 
first and foremost duty in the Assembly would be to iiftroduce free 
primary education. The Hojn’bk* Chief Minister also made this 
declaration in his election speeches from one end of the province to the 
other. The H/‘'eble Finance Minister also must have noticed during his 
tour how strong public opinion is regarding this subject in rural 
Bengal . 

(At this stage Mr. Speaker left the House and the Deputy Speaker, 
Mr. Ashraf All, took the Chair.) 

Babu ilAGAT CHANDRA MANDAL: In support of my friend 
I would say a few words about the free and compulsory primary eduoa- 
tion. Sir, we have been hearing lecture after lecture, but no construc- 
tive programme has yet been presented before the House. I want to 
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place befo^^the House the firsthand foremost duty of those who are 
representatives of rural Bengal. Sir, we have come here to serve the 
country befct and we should think over the matter tow we can ^lo this. 
First of all, I would remind the House that the ilfiteracy of Bengal is 
one of the sevep wonders^ of the world. 90 per cent, of our people are 
illiterate, and who are those people? These are the poor cultivators 
and tillers of the soil. If free jjnd compulsory primary education be 
introducecf into the country, the poor children of the cultivators and 
the day labourers would derive the tenefiU I can very well ie\\ the 
Government and the Teaders of*the coiintry-*-those leaders who are 
crying for the liberty of the country so much — that th^y do not cry so 
much for free and compulsory priniary education for the poor children 
of the cultivators of the soil.* Sir, during our election pro])aganda*, 
when we went to the electorate, we heard our village teachers* ques- 
tioning us “Sir, we hiM^ been hearing s(‘hemes tj^ter schemes which*the 
Government ^is preparing, nothing ha| been done.” The first 
scheme was that of Mr. Bis?i, then camt^ one made by Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin and anoth'er^y Hon’ble Mr. Aziziil Haque. There tias 
thus been scheme After scheme but no ’scheme ha? yet been materialised, 
because whq^iever the question of free and cwnpulsory primary dHuca- 
tion came up and the questioil of moijey arose, the answer was, there 
was n( 4 money. I ask the House why there should not be money for 
fren? and compulsory cflucation? Sir, I ask the House who produced 
the wealth of the country? 1 .should say that money is produced by 
the cultivators and labourers. But wdien the question comes up for 
education of the children of tho.se poor cultivator.s, will the Government 
or the House be justified in depriving those children of the poor j>eople 
of that, though they produced the nations’ wealth, and should 90 per 
cent, of ilie poor j)eo})le be kept in ignorance and difrkness? So I 
respectfully appeal to the members of the Hoyse and especially to the 
Hon’ble Education Minister that without further delay the Cabinet 
should take up the cau^e of free and compulsory primary education. T 
also appeal particularly to the hon’ble friends of all groups to support 
my proposal and to put pressure upon the Cabinet to take up the cause 
of primary education witliout a moment’s delay.’ The rural Bengal is 
paying greater share of revenue into the exchequer afn) wfll the ])opular 
Government be justified in spending greater portion of^he money for 
higher education, collegiate education and Fniversity •[idiication ? It 
does not matter much if the higher education could be stopped for 10 
years more and the money be spent for primary and sej^ondary educa- 
tion. I therefore respectfully appeal to the Chief Minister and other 
members of the Cabinet that without a moment’s delay the cause of 
free and compulsory primary education should be taken up. 


At this stage t^jj^^Hoyse was adjourned for 15 minutes. 
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{After adjournment.) 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to lend 
my support to the motion moved by my friend Mauivi Tamizuddin 
Khan. Rural primary education has long been overdue. Everybody 
in this House has given during the election time pledges to the elec- 
torate that this is the first thing to which he would draw tlr3 attention 
of Government, but after being m this legislature we are finding that 
this question is being shelved. We do not know when it will be intro- 
duced. Practically, primary’ education is the trying need of the 
country, but it has not been able to receive any attention in the hands 
bf Government. Sir, I, as hailing from the district of ‘Mymensingh, 
may remind the House that, so far as the district of iMymeirsingh is 
coEicerned, the Distri/^t Board, the Local Boards, ^ihe District School 
Board, and the Union Board Association of that district have 
unanimously recommended to Government for introducing free and 
compulsory primary enlucation in the distr!ct*« ^of Mymensingh, and, 
probably, on their insistent demand Government we^e pleased to direct 
by notification that sonpe of the provisions of the Primary Education 
Act would some into force in that district on the firsV of January, 
1937. In accordance with that notification. ])re]iniinaries have been 
finished — I mean the site selection fon schools and other thinirs have 
been finished, and as many as 2,800 school have been selected for this 
district, and notices have been issued for the realization of the education 
cess, and the 1st of June, 1937, has been fixed as the date from which 
the tax would have been realized. But, in the mean time tliere was 
some agitation on foot by some interested persins and some i»iiblic 
meetings were held in different places, mostly by zemindars, and in 
some of them resolutions were passed that people did not want primary 
education with taxation.' Certainly, Sir, T for myself also do not want 
that there should be primary education with taxation, but the point is 
that the Primary Educalion Act was passed in H)3(), but its operation 
has been put off only for want of funds. T want definitely to know 
from th(* Hon ’hie the Chief Minister whether it is possible to introduce 
this Act within a very short time, I mean within a month or two, 
without taxatK'iV. If that is impossible’ let the Act be enforced without 
taxation. But if that is not possible, I want that it should be intro- 
duced even with taxation, so far at least the district of Mymensingh is 
concerned. From an interpellation which I put to the Hon’ble Minister 
for Education 1 find that in the district of Mymensingh Rs. 1,83,000 
was spent for primary education in that district from provincial 
revenues. The estimated receipts from an education cess, if imposed, 
-wdll be Rs. 9,07,000 and odd. However, T think that so far as the 
district of Mymensingh is concerned, the Act can be introduced even 
without taxation. There is a surplus of 34 lakhs jn the budget, and as 
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all the preluliinaries have been ma(k, I think a start may be made in this 
district with fthis surplus that is in the hands of the Hon'ble the 
Finance Minister. And after tliis experiment in MAinensingh, it may 
be extended to two or thre5 districts, or to all the districts in Benfral 
if found practicable. Now, I intend to draw your attention to one or 
two other aspects. As the scheme has been drawn up by the Education 
Department, each school that is to be established under the Primary 
Education Act will have three teachers, with a pay of Rs. 16, Rs. 12, 
and Rs. 10 respectively a month; and* of th^se three teachers the two 
with the higher salaries fnust be trained teachers^ So far as the district 
of Mymensingh ij^.cohcerned, it is expected that there wiTl be about 
2,800 schools. Accor,ding ,to that declaration we need 5,600 trained 
teachers for our district hlone,,bu1:, at present there are only 1,785* 
trained teacherjf in our district. There are only four guru training 
institutions, viz., otie r:^Kishoreganj with >4 sen^s. ftt Sadar ^v^th 
40 seats, one at TangaH with 20 seats, and one at Janialpur with 20 
seats. There is no training centre in the»]Setrokona subdivision, but 
there is one that is marfiT^ned by a Missionary Society. So that, In 
all probability, there are not more thah 100 or seats available for 
the training of primary education teachers — • • 

(At tliis stage, the nieniberMiaving ;*ea(*]ied the time-limit, resumed 
his seaU) 

• • 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in 
rising to speak on this motion I would like to submit only two dehnite 
proposals. Every one is complaining of want of money, and without 
money it is simply impossible to do anything for primary education. 

It is not a matter of 1 lakh oi* 2 lakhs Ivut of crores and crores. There- 
fore my definite suggestion is that free and compulsory primary 
education must be introduced without any taxation whatsoever, so that 
it might be appreciated by the public. Otherwise, there will be great 
agitation ei^eryw^here although there are some districts in Bengal w*hich 
are prepared fo accept primary education with taxation, even. There 
are many chowkidars in each village; formerly, ^ they were under the 
management and supervision of the police, but sinc^ thetintroduction 
of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, th»^ were# placed 
under the control of each union board. The chowkidars’ pay amounts 
to Rs. 1,000 per annum for each union board, and the union board has 
to meet this pay out of their collections, .so that about 90 per cent, of 
the total income of a union board goes to meet th<» pay of the chowkicfars 
and a very small amount is left for village iipliftment work. My 
experience is that this money spent on chowkidars and dafadars is 
absolutely wasted. • They are suppo.sed to watch and guard the villages, # 
but actually they do not do anything to prevent thefts, burglaries, 
incendiarism, riots, jnurder, etc. Nothing is done by them to prev^t 
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all these crimes. Their duty has become simpl^y to givea^ms to the 
President Panchayat, go to the markets tor making purc|iases for them, 
and carry out their orders and simply to dance attendan^ce on them. 
Sir, we are g^ttin^ self-government gradually and we must learn to 
guard ourselves! Therefore, I propose that the posts of chowkidars 
be abolished, and that their pay should be diverted to the maintenance 
of four, five, or six primary schools, as are required, according to the 
area and dimension of each union board, supplemented by* the present 
grants which the District Board and the Government make to the 
union boards. I do not think that more thati six schools will be 
necessary in e^ch union board. I 'therefore suggest that the chow- 
kidars be abolished, anc^ only one peon may be attached to the union 
i' board to help the president. Sir, there is no chowkidari* system in the 
Arracans which is adjacent to the district of Ohittagomg. When these 
people, viz., the Apacanis and the Hughs*. can^ manage their own 
affairs without chowkidars, I do not see^why we should not be able to 
do so. We are better educated and mqr'e advknced and civilized than 
bhese Arracanis and Hughs, and that is etlb^^he more reason why we 
should be able to without chowkidars, and defend ourselves. In 
sonjjB parts of my district village defence societies have been formed. 
So, while we are getting self-government we must try "to defend our- 
selves and form defence societies. From my long experience of villages 
I can say that the only important w^ork which the chowkidars 'perform, 
viz., the supply of information as regards births and deaths and keeping 
registers for that purpose, may now be done by the primary school 
teachers without any trouble or difficulty. In support of iny argument 
I shall read an extract from an article whicli was published in the 
Statesman of the 9th of August, 19d7, - under the heading ‘I’ath to 
Progress’. |‘The imposition of taxes on agricultural incomes above 
a fixed minimum and the abolition of the chowkidari tax were advocated 
as measures which could be adopted by the Government for the amelio- 
ration of the lot of the tenants by Mr. Krishna Balia v Sahay, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Land Revenue, in a ’speech at Si wan, North 
Bihar.” I, therefore, most respectfully urge my cblleagues, the 
honourable members of this House, to give due consideration to my 
proposals, v;-?., whether there is any necessity for keeping these useless 
fellows who a burden on the poor rate-payers of the village unions, 
and whether we should not use the money thus saved for spreading 
primary education amongst the masses. 

, Now% I come to ray second point, viz,, non-recurring charges. This 
relates to section 18C of the Bengal Tenancy Act under which all 
unclaimed landlords^ fees and landlords’ transfer-fees deposited with 
the Collector and all fees deposited with the Collector under the appro- 
’ priate section shall, unless accepted or claimed by the landlords within 
6 ^^ears from the date of service of notice, be forfeited tp Government, 
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to be credii^to the lAstrict Boards, within the respective jurisdictions 
of which sucJ^ fees accumulate. It is well known that lakhs of rupees 
have been accumulated as landlords’ transfer-fees and have not been 
withdrawn; so they have been forfeited to Government to be credited 
to District Boards. Accordingly my proposal is that this huge sum 
should be diverfed to me^t the non-recurring charges involved in the 
construction of school buildings, and also for their equipment and 
furniture. ^Thus, annually we can get from this source 4 or 5 lakhs 
a year for the nexj; five to six years. •! would request the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister to Ifet 'Us know how much money has accumulated at 
present under this h^ad and how*much Is anticipated .to Re disbursed 
to the joint landlords. I believe that there J^as been an accumulation 
of 30 to 40 lakhs of rupees. So, the cost of construction, acquisitioit 
of land, purchase of furniture, etc., etc., may be easily met from this 
source. Many roa^ls ^ being taken up .by tjje Road Developiitfnt 

Fund. So there will be a sating under this head to the District Board. 

• • • • 

With these few words I mbst respectfully ask the house to consider 
my suggestions. • * 


Mauivi A*ClLAD H08BAIN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the first 
and foremftst duty of the Ijegislature under an autonomous Government 
is to introduce free and^compulsory primary education in the province. 
The vast majority of the population is steeped in the darkness of 
ignorance and if we want to raise them socially, politically and 
economically we must first of all give them education to strengthen 
their backbone. The gross illiteracy of the masses combined with 
their appalling poverty has ‘been a positive .set-back to their })rogress 
in every walk of life. • , 

There has been a consistent and insistent move both inside and 
outside this House to ameliorate the economic condition of the masses 
but may I ask, Sir, how is it possible to bring about economic regenera- 
tion of the people without proper education? 

Sir, we on this side of the House have mostly come from villages 
and of all men we know iiow the demon of illiteracy has been causing 
serious impediments towards all healthy progress. The ^agriculturists 
of to-day are hovering in the darkness of ignorance.'* They* do not 
know simple arithmetical calculations and as such thf^* fall an easy 
prey to the exacting landlords’ officers. They are most superstitious 
in their dealings, uneconomic in their ways of \ife and jinaware of. the 
elementary rules of hygiene regardless of their future. They have got 
their grievances but do not know how to get them redressed. This is 
a thing which can hardly be allowed to remain longer. 

We are bound by our election pledge to introduce primary, education* 
<ind we must honour that pledge if we are to justify Otur presences in 
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thifl House. Taxation or no taxati^^n, we want it imnjediately. To 
give effect to the Primary Education Act some spade woiic is necessary, 
namely, to make A general survey of the whole of Bengal in order to 
select sites for sclfools considering area, ifumber of school-going hoys 
and local conditions and secondly, a sufficient number of gurus are to be 
trained so that we may get the services of the requisite number of 
gurus when necessary. I have to draw here the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister, who is Minister in charge of’ Education, 
towards the improvement of the guru-training schools. The number 
of "gurus in each school and the method of theii training has to be 
improved according to the present education system : hut I need not 
dilate upon it here for the present. I would like to make it clear to the 
allon’hle Minister in charge of Education, thai the volume of public 
opinion is strongly in favour of the introduction of conipiilsory primary 
education at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Rome measure of taxation in this respect may he necessary, hut we 
won’t grudge it. We cannot tolerate any delay in the matter of its 
introduction. The Hon’hle Chief Ministei'^itjy feel some amount of 
delicacy to impos(‘ ‘faxation in View of his declarfition on the eve of 
elec, ion, hut T would like to inform him that we are sick of waiting. 
People will not mind to pay taxes whf^n they will realise that at a 
minimum loss they will he deriving maximum gain. 

They will surely realise the importance ot education in the words 
ot llohindranalh that ‘‘The hoy who reads in the thatched house has 
greater contact with the civilised wmrld than with the illiterate 
neighhour”. 

We will not press this motion if we get an assurance from the 
Ilon’hle (diie^ Minister that piimary education is going to be intro- 
duced shortly. 


Mauivi MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Mr. Speaker, it is neeTlless to say 
that the problem of free and compulsory primary education has been 
the huining question of the day and has l>eeii the crying need of millions 
upon millions of the people of the countiw. 

Tt was ovtudue, Mr. Speaker, overdue even a hundred years back. 

I crave yoUr indulgence to cite incidentally a few quotations from 
the sayings of the Holy Prophet some 14 centuries ago regarding 
education. lit said “Education is incumbent upon l>oth the males and 
females’’. “The ink of a scholar is holier than the blood of the 
martyr.” Furthermore, “To listen to the instructions of science and 
^learning for an hour only is more meritorious than attending the 
funerals of a thousand martyrs, more meritorious than standing up in 
prayer in a thousand nights”. Thus we see what an impetus was given 
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to education the Holy Prophet arid it was even more than compulsory 
at the time. But now after some 1,400 years we are fipfhting to make ’ 
primary eduiation compulsory while some 95 per cent, are illiterate 
under some civilised power’s rule and administration/ 

This discussion on free pnd compulsory primary education reminds 
me of one pathetic scene of 1980 when the Free Primary Education Act 
was passed. At that time it was the Congress which walked out of the 
Council in protest of that Primary Education Act, nay, even more, an 
Hon’ble Minister of that time walked out of dlhe Cabinet and resigned 
from the ministry in protest of the passing of thai Free Primary Educa- 
tion Act. It was !?liame, unutterable shame for the Cotigress when it 
was in power not to push thjs Act and not the* least shame on tlic part 
of the Government too not* to introduce this Free and Compulsory* 
Primary ftducatibn Act earlier. One thing, I beg to be excused for 
mentioning in this conncf#ion, is the amendment o^the Bengal Tenancy 
Act in 1928. In that year iT^*y friends on the opposite, T mean the 
Congress, passed section 2r)l)-*the section f)f the landlords’ transfer 
fees, for whicli almost lijSTfNi crore of rupees was extracted from tlA 
pockets of the unfortunate illiterate agriculturistsf #or section 2t)E, the 
section of Pre-emption for wdiicli some 80 lakl^ of rupees is generally 
extorted, and for section 88, the section of sulwlivision of tenancy in 
which four times the rent was ordered to*be paid to the landlords. Now 
we see tfiat for all theso^about a« crore of ruiiees per year is taken out 
of the pockets of the unfortunate agriculturists. It is a shame for the 
Congress to pass such an Act when it was in pow'er and also a shame for 
the Government which allowed that Act to be passed. I think not a 
single day should be allowed to pass in repealing that Act. 

» 

Mr, RAMIZUDDIN AHMED: Sir, f do not like to la;» great stress 
on the necessity of primary education because it is indisputable, in my 
opinion, that intellectual advancement of the iftasses is a great neces- 
sity. If we can give intellectual food to the masses than our cry of 
starvation, distress and suffering of the masses if^ould cease. If we can 
give intellectual food to the people, they can assert their rights and 
privileges and earn food frf)r their stomach. If jthe masses of our 
country are intellectually advanced, the members of this House would 
not be able to deceive them in thef manner they are doing We have 

given pledges that we shall give primary education without taxation. 
But when we are returned we forget our pledges and are going to raise 
various pleas by way of explanations that as there is no sufficient money 
free primary education cannot be introduced without freilh taxation.* I 
fully realise that money won’t be coming from heaven, but I think we 
ought to be able to find money out of our revenue of Rs. 12,17,00,000 
without levying any new^ tax. lievy of any new tax is impossibk. , 
People have not a single pie to spare, • I can say from my • personal 
experience thakpeojde of^our country cannot even pay Re. 1 or R8.*2 
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to the primary teachers per year. /iWhen the i)ebt Con^iation Boards 
were formed for 5 or 6 months back in our Dandkfifodi Union in 
Tippera, people were crying for their establishment almost everywhere, 
but when they hcfard that all the mahajatis would be invited there and 
the ktstx would be given on a total estimate of the dues of all the 
mahajans, they refrained to go to the Iwards, because they were not in 
a position to pay any kist at all. When 12 years back these people 
were in affluent circumstances there was no talk of f^ee primary 
education by the masses. Now, when the Mussulmans of our country 
cannot pay Re. 1 or Rs. 2 a year for the teachers and munshis they 
want Governnient to give them primary educatiolt. The only remunera- 
tion that the teachers and munshis get is what can be given out of the 
• District Board grants because the villagers cannot 'pay anything 
although they intend to eduf'ate their boys and girlsii I saj that the 
masses are not in a position to pay taxes and^if th\?y were in a position 
to pay any tax, they could themselves engage primary teachers as they 
used to do before and wopld not have, t ailed ’ for Government help. 
J^he only source which is open to us therefti»i^j8 curtailment of expendi- 
ture, but my frieu^l^*? of the Coalition group who ^ are l)ent on lending 
their support to the Ministry have helped them to get the Police 
demand passed on the pretext of public safety and * allowed other 
demands passed for feeding the bellies of the high salaried officials. 
They are very liberal so far as that is concerned, but in regard to the 
([uestion of the real welfare of the masses, fuey have nothing to say. 

I am concerned wdih the question of educating the masses without the 
imposition of further taxation, but I am surprised to hear ihe supporters 
of the Ministry talking of taxation to have free and compulsory primary 
education. I must Iherefore tell the Hon’ble the Chief Minister that 
if he takes recourse to further taxation he will simply dig the grave of 
his own future political career. With these words, Sir, I support the 
cut motion. 


Babu UPENDRA NATH BARMAN: It seems that this question of 
free and compulsory primary education is going to be agitated over and 
over again in this House and that without any result but I do not 
know how long it will take this House like its predecessor to solve this 
problem. Sir, I think it was Plato who said, labour is the source of all 
wealth. Th^^T’eal wealth of Bengal ie produced by its labouring class 
which is mainly agriculturist. May I ask this House therefore on 
behalf of thar labouring class as to how long they are going to debate 
over this question without doing anything? The late Mr. Gokhale was 
the first exponent in India of free and compulsory primary education. 
Measures for primary education were twice introduced in the last 
Council, but the question was shelved. Then, if I remember aright, 
the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, as the then Minister in charge 
of Education, introduced a measure for the third time in the last 
Council when to my utter astonishment, I found the followers of 
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Mr. Gokhale^ opposing* that BilV And if I remenaber aright, 
on that issue, iLumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray, who was a Minister 
at that tirat% resigned, and that as a mark of protest 56 Hindu 
representatives of the last* Council walked out/ It is beyond 
my power to understand what was the secret behind that 
protest. In that Council* in the year 1928, one of the gentlemen of the 
European group supported the measure very strongly, and the whole 
European gr#up supported the Bill that was passed. Now again in this 
year 1937, I find Mr^ Wordsworth saying, if I understood him correctly, 
that if the scheme propounded for imparting free and compulsofy 
primary education to the agricultural popCilation cannot, be •put into 
operation, it is better to re-organise the exist^g primary schools. I 
have no dispute with tim ever that.* In one of our district board 
meetings, >t was siiggested by thetjhairman that if we give such a poor 
pittance to poor school q^sters, nothing can.be done to improve tlye 
standard of teaching imparted,* especially as the instruction of Govern- 
ment is to go on increasing number of ^scliools without increasing 
their efficiency. I think ,^l^jefore that Mr. Wordsworth is right, bu^ 
my point is not wh(;ther Government is. going to, introduce free and 
cmnpulsory primary education or whether considering all the circum- 
stances it is n^ressary to improve the existing^primary schools. Sly 
point is that it is the duty of this House to see that the agricultural 
populatolf of Bengal who are producing 90 per cent, of the wealth of 
the province must be giV?n their just due. If w’e neglect them, we 
should be failing in our duty. This is a demand against which, I think, 
there is not one dissentient voice, but the queston is, liow^ to introduce 
it, what scheme is to lie adopted, and wherefrom the money is to (H)me? 
To me who is new to this roumul and wdio know' very little of the 
administration of this province, a suggestion did strike me that this 
year’s surplus in the Budget could l)e well spent in this direction. But 
I find that the major portion of it has been sptyit in embellishing all 
the other departments which are going on merrily with the result that 
only a surplus of Rs. 34,00,000 is left, out of whjcdi a good portion will 
go to meet the kicreased expenditure of our Legislature and other sundry 
expenses. I hope. Sir, 

(At this stage, the mem*ber having reached the* time-lin^it, resumed 
his seat.) , ^ 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID; May I be permitted to say a few words 
on account of the aspersions made against our group by 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I must tell you that there has 
been no aspersion of any kind. 1 must say, how^ever, that there have 
been frequent interruptions both from that section of the House as 
well as your section which only interfere with the transaction of 
business of this Legislature. This, I must tell you, shpuld be 
deprecated. 
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Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAillD: Speaker /'Sir, ther^is no denying 

the fact that everybody is anxious for the introducti(Jn of free and 
compulsory primary education in this province. Primary education is 
essential for the political, economic, social and general advancement of 
the country. But the question is, how to introduce it. I am told that 
an Act had been passed in 1930, but it coilld not be given effect to for 
want of funds. The matter was, therefore, shelved. Now there is a 
universal demand that primary education should l)e introduced at the 
earliest possible opportunity and the mover of this^ motion says that it 
must be done without taxation, if possible, if liot, then by taxation. 
The next'^iue^tion is, when'*(;an we introduce it. Can we introduce jt 
just at the present moment or can we wait for sometime more? These 
are the two questions which I thought within myself. 

As for the first point, namely, the introduc tion ^of primary education 
without taxation, it’ seems to me to bo imposslole. (A voice: Oh, no.) 
My learned friend says that it is impossible. I say, Sii^j if would have 
been possible if we were able to cut the expj^iditure under various heads- 
most drasHcally, but (bat was not found possible (A voice: Why not?) 

because the budget under tliose heads are already passed. The 

question, therefore, is, ore we prejiared to jiay further f^ixation for the 
introduction of primary education. I tliink, if you want free and com- 
pulsory primary education, you must be ready to ])ay tbe minimum tax 
for its introdiKition. (A voice: But We are jt.'.ying tbe maximum tax.) 
Mr. Bamizuddin Ahmad has said that we can manage to impart 
elementary education to our boys at home by engaging a Munshi at 
Rs. 2 i)er month and we are not in a position to pay furtlier taxation. 
But, Sir, even if you pay Rs. 10 to a Munshi per month, you cannot 
have that education which you can have in a well-established public- 
school in which the cost of education would be much less. In a school 
you get quite a different atmosjdiere from that at home. Besides, Sir, 
primary education does not concern individual students, but boys and 
girls in general. 

I % 

As 1 have already said, there is absolutely no ( ontrotersy that there 
should be primary education. So far as the time when it should be 
introduced (*oncerned, I think it is not possible to have it all at once, 
although m^ friend, Mr. Tamizuddin Khan, seems to be anxious to 
introduce it all at once. We might have given our pledges to our 
various constituencies at the time of the general election that we must 
get introduced free and compulsory primary education at the earliest 
possible moment. But, we find now that it is not possible to have 
primary education without recourse to further taxation and that I sub- 
mit must t^ke time. It has been said that if we" wait for five years, 
that is, till the next election, we will be nowhere ; but I tell you, we are 
not going to wait so long. I want to have it as early as possible, say, 
within a year or two, and I must tell you that primary ^education is not 
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80 much thevJoncern. of the poor %gricultural people of Bengal as the 
amelioration olf their abject economic condition. I think until we have 
done away fvith some obnoxious taxes, namely, thrft on tobacco and 
some other articles and untit we are able to amend the Bengal Tenancy 
Act to our satisfaction, it will not he possible for us to levy the proposed 
Education Cess. * * 

(The member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Dr. NALINAIC8H/\ 8ANYAL; Mr. SpeiJvcr, Sir, I rise to suppprt 
the motion of Mr. Tamizuddiii Khan, U 14 I 1 d(» it not a view to 
repeat the argumefits of the previous speakers us to the ifigem y t)i great 
necessity oij^)reading priiiiury education in fliis iirovince, but I do it 
wdth a view to take up the chaUenge of some of my friends in this 
House as to how primary education can be made compulsory and free 
without further taxatiifft. Tliat is the probosiikn which 1 want •to 
develop, and jf any copstru(;tive suggestion , is worth anything to the 
present Ministry, and if consrt'uctive sugg^stions have any value with 
the Hon’ble the Chief Miir^ster, T would usk him to give me a litfle 
patient hearing, {^r, I feel that the eiitire ])olic\^ftf jirimary edm alien 
in this province has been mistaken and misdirected. If, instead* of 
utilising tlie resources of edm’ation for certain piditical jmriioses we 
had the^oltjective that wliatever conseiiuences may follow, we will take 
the torch of education every* door, things would have been quite 
different. Sir, I am not speaking as an idealist merely. Wlu*n six or 
seven years ago 1 came back from Eurojie I came with this sole objective 
kept high in my life that whatever happens in direct field of politics, 
it will be my sole ambition in life to spread primary education to the 
masses of India as much as 'possible. With that objective in view', I 
approached the District Board of Murrfhidabad which waj at that time 
presided over by that illustrious son of Bengal, the late Maharaja 
Maniiidra Chandra Nandy, of Kasimbazar, ai!d I put forw'aid my 
scheme l>efore him. If that scheme were adopted and followed, we 
w'ould liavtr got primary education in every village of Murshidabad by 
this time, l^e scheme was one w'hich was actually put through in a 
big country like Russia ^nd it was promulgated, by no l(‘ss a reputed 
educationist than Minister Commissar Lunacharski. , Thcjil sclnune has 
only one simple basis. The scl/eme is to invite non-offici%l co-operation 
as much as possible. If you want a large number of ignorant people 
to be educated quickly you have to get the students, the* young men of 
the province, to go round as torcli-bearers of knowledge from house to 
house, from village to village during the times when t'hey have their 
recesses, with the curriculum not merely confined to teaching^ the people 
the three “Rs’’ for* a few hours but to give them the knowdedge of their 
country, a little history of it, the political atmosphere and also tji^ 
economic surroundings. In a country like India where there are agri- 
cultural probl^s, the industrial problems, and particularly in Bengal, 
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the home industries, the students shttnld go reun^ from Tillage to tillage 
during their recesses imparting knowledge on those subjects also. 

The scheme that I lay before the District Board of Murshidabad 
was at first looked^ with some little suspicion by soine non^ofiicial 
members, but I may tell you, to my great, surprise. and amazement, 
some of the District Board official members found great possibilities in 
the scheme and in the District Board meeting where I was invited to 
explain the system when I could with success convince some of , these 
official members, everybodj' considered the scheme^ woikable and ^^opted 
it. Then came the stf^ge of difficulty. The District Inspector ' of 
Schools was senC for, the scheme was put up before kiffi, and he privately 
sent for me and told me that he likes the scheme and that it could be 
worked with very little cost and found thaf by spending a sura of 
Rs. 100 only we could reach the villagers of the Murshidabad district in 
five years through a ppt-work of primary schooL; but officially he could 
not support the scheme. The scheme was that we would have certain 
areas marked out and in those areas the high school teachers and the 
high school headmasters would be en trusted^ t^ith the task of opening 
up new schools in evvry village. I had per8onall> approached many 
headmasters during the c^ourse of my tours and many headmasters most 
gladly agreed to have this additional ta.ik on their heads, because they 
knew that if they could multiply the primary schools their own students 
w^ould increase. There is a big College ot Berhp.mpore and the Principal 
of the College was very enthusiastic and the young professors of the 
College w^ould gladly take up the task of supervising the working of 
several schools in the area under several headmasters. 

If we have non-official agencies as district education boards, if we 
had through those non-official agencies .teaching arrangements made, 
if we had on^ kept, so far as Government was concerned, control over 
the purse, that alone would give education with little Government cost. 
I submit that I say w'lth some amount of feeling of regret that in 
matters financial I am not as yet in a position to say that non-official 
agency would be an ideal, but so far as other things are concerned, so 
far as teaching is concerned, so far as the administrative supervision 
is concerned, T would leave everything in the hands of a non-official 
agency. On t^uch basis I calculated that if I had 20 lakhs of rupees only 
per year, I cop^d give primarj^ education free to Bengal in course of five 
years. 

(The member, having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Tha Hoil’bl6 Mr At Kt FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I am extremely grate- 
ful to my friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan for having initiated this debale 
apd giving me an opportunity of making a public announcement as to 
what has been done in the past and what we propose to do in future 
regarding the introduction of a system of free pnmary education in 
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xuere seems *to’ fee a felling abroad that we have been 
culpably negligent aBi>htterly callous to the insistent demands of our 
countrymens for the introduction of a Jfystein of free primary educa- ' 
tion and that for the policy 1)r want of policy whit^i we have adopted 
we deserve soip'e amount of^ condemnation. Those who talk of the intro- 
duction. of fte^^primary education in a province like Ilengal seem in 
most case^ to be ignorant of the stu])endons nature of the task and of 
the magnHtIde of the work that has got to be done even if you wish to 
touch the fringe o£ tli(‘ great problem. Sir, liuring the last two monihs 
we .hafe done— what 1 ibay call— ver\ iistdiil ^iJ)ade work jn order io 
take up -the questmn’of the introduction of a system (ff free primary 
education in Bengal. Sir.^ we have made ^ detailed survey of the 
existing faciTTties for priiflary tvlucation and a mass of material has 
been collef'ted gKung the names of union hoards with their areas, the 
number of inhabited vilkges in eaeli union. ‘popfiation of each village 
according to tlie (huisus (dJJtkU, the probyble number of boys of 
primary school-going age beti’een (i and dO, the names of e.vistiiy>' 
primary schools and nidki\J)s for boys and girls and whether the 
schools weie board-managed or aided o^ unaided,* flie amount of exist- 
ing annual grant, tlie names of middle English and union madiilsas 
in each unionT tlie nuiiiber of ‘jmpils in each school, Hindus and 
Muslims, bnth l)oys and girls. Not on1\ this, Sir; we have prepared 
maps w^fiich ^how at a glance ike nature of the primary schools that 
exist throughout the province, their location and all necessary partU 
culars so far as the piimary s(diools are concerned. We have with us 
map?v.<)f;' each thana throughout th(‘ province of the kind of wdiicb I 
have* got a. sample in m> liand. This map. Sir, is a map of poliee- 
Stetioir 'in the dishiet ot 'Jlacea. Here in tlii^ map w'<> have 
mapjied om ilie unions one Iry one, in ^ach nnion wr; havt marked the 
villages, in each village we have marked the .schools that at present 
exi.^t of the lower primary and the upper prinffary type. Sir, I hope 
the House will not now say that we have been idle. If you consider 
the amoiint*of time and money that has b(‘en’ spent, the amount of 
labour tliai lias been involved in collecting this information, you will 
realise tliat what lias Ireey achieved in the nature of spade work lias 
not been inconsiderable; but that. Sir, only is the djegifining. The 
survey that we have undertakeif reveals (‘crtain very im’,*ortanf facts. 
These materials show that there are roughly about om^ lakh and 10 
thousand villages in Bengal situated in nearly o thousand unions, and 
about 29 thousand villages have one »r more schools of the lovvei 
primary status and about 9 thousand of the upper primary status; in 
other words, in about 72 thousand villages in this province there are 
iio*primary schools either of the lower primary or the upper primary 
standard. Now, Sit, not only this : the school that do exist are very • 
unevenly distributed. There is a plethora of 'primary schools* in aa^io 
areas while others |re absolutely devoid of anything in the nature of 
22 ^ ^ 
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primary schools. To take one jexampll, in the district of Dinajpu/ 
there are nearly 8 thousand villages<jand th1ft*e are 3 thousand primary 
schools, whereas in the district of Bakarga'ni '* there are about 4 
thousand villages but there are*6 thousand primacy schools. •'One Would 
carry away the impression that in the district of Bakarganj not only 
has each village a primary school but in some villages there are more 
than one. The truth, however, is that in some villages in Bfdcarganj 
there are not only more than one in one village but I found six 
primary schools, and where there are hundreds of villages fiiere are no 
primary schools absolutely. One of the problems, tkerefore, that face 
us is to secure, if poj^sible, something like an even distribution of 
primary school,, throughout the province. One’ to tackle the 

])roblem is to leave the Cixisting schools as they are and try to intro- 
lluce schools in those areas where there are none either all at once, if 
j)ossible, or gradually hy any means that we may ad6pt. 

Sir, now comes th^ question of cost. It h^t; been found that if we 
attempt to have a school unit of about one mile radius with a school 
serving something like a ei'hcle of one mile radius or roughly for an 
area of three square miles with a popiil?{iioh of 2.000 one primary 
flchool, and if we havb three teachers for each school with an average 
of I'of) children in each and if we pay for three teachers at the rate of 
Rs. 10 for the headmaster and Rs. 12 for two other teaeluu’s, it would 
require about Rs. 540 i»er annum for each school including" a sum for 
contingency and that the total cost fo‘r the ^'liole province would be 
somewhere near about Rs. 1 crore and 20 lakhs a year. It is true that 
if we have a less ambitious scheme, the cost per year would certainly 
be proportionately le.ss. The question, therefore, is whether we should 
have an elaborate scheme or carry on with whatever resources we 
j)()ssess and he content with primary scIkhOs oi a primitive kind which 
practically co.d us nothing. MV friend Mr. Tamizuddin was wander- 
ing th{‘ s(dicme which Mahatma Gandlii has in his mind when he 
said that there can he piimary education with absolutely no cost what- 
soever. His scheme is very jdain and very simple. If you allow your 
hoys to squat under a tamarind tree and have their lessons from some 
kind oT gurunuihamy 1 am quite sure you can have a school by supply- 
ing the gvrunuihasoya with /m/i and tobacco rwid something towards his 
breakfast and* that would not cost Government or anybody more than 
Rs. 1,000 a ydar for the whole provinck But that is not the kind of 
primary education whicli the educationists of the present seem to 
favour and their idea is to have a more improved type of schools with 
trained teachers, better paid teachers and a much better teaching than 
is imparted in the primary schools that now' exist. I may say at once 
that I am personally against the imposition of taxation of any kind 
and that is the reason why I have been hesitating in enforcing the 
'Primary Education Act rigorously throughout the province. My 
friend has said that I have been — I did not catch his exact words 
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The Hon'ble A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I <vill take another 5 
minutes or so. As my friend has said, I have been feeling some deli- 
cacy in introducing the AcV There is no question of delicacy. I was 
trying to find out the ways and means for having the Act introduced 
without the^imposition of any taxation whatsoever. Now, Sir, I find 
that there are districts, not all, in Bengal T^j^ere the members of tjie 
Legislative Assembly ^nd other non-official gei^tlemen are insisting 
that the Primary Edifdation Act should be enforced; anfl as one mtMii- 
ber has said that he would like to have primaiy’ education, taxation or 
no taxationT’^vVhatever the case,ma5' be, he would hav(* the Primary 
Education* Act introduced at once. As against that I have been work- 
ing at another schenie wlgeh is less ambitious and/herefore less costl^’. 

I have been thinking of havitig primary education imparted through 
the medium of* union boards a? 4 d with that*end in view 1 visited two 
of the North Bengal district'^ Bogra and Djnajpur, and 1 had discu^ 
sion with the PresicV^nts and promineiib members*(ft union hoards the 
ways and means to liow primarr educatiqp could be impair'd 
through the mT^ium of union boards by the imposition (»f taxes under 
section and the amendment of section 38, In doing away with 

the maxiTiium of taxation^ Sir, ♦in some cases the union boards are 
unwilling to undertake the task of imi)osing taxation. In Bogra, there- 
fore, I found that the Collei'tor, Mr. Nurunnabi Chowdluir^ , lias hit 
upon a plan whicli is working vcr\ successfully and which, if it mate- 
rialises, will sol<T^lie question of imparting primary education at a 
minimum of cost and in the ^jhortest jiossible time. He is having 
piimary schools establishment tL rough vuluntary ell'ort in i^aces where 
they have what is called paUisavuij . He has already filled one-fourth 
of the district with primary schools and he expc(?ts nearahout a couple 
of j'ears to fill the whole district with primary schools of an improved 
type and witl? as little cokt as po.ssible. This is,* of course, an experi- 
ment which hat got to be worked. To woik this, thereiore, what I 
propose to do is that in th(^se districts where the yedple are preparefl 
or at any rate the majority of ilie population are prapareil, and the 
leaders of public opinion are prepared, to face the taxatWn that is 
involved in the enforcement of the Primary Education Act of 1930, 

I will go on with the working of the Act; but in otlier places 1 shall 
wait and watch how the system adopted by the Collector of Bogra could 
be utilised for the purpose of imparting primary ‘education with very 
little cost. Sir, 1 would be extremely grateful to my friend, 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, if he would kindly give me some of his time 
and explain to me tl>e nature of the scheme which he has got in view • 
in order to impart primary education without taxation ; no on^ would 
be Jiioie pleaded ♦than 1 to find out some inean< of having primal y 
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education without taxation. The trouble is that we cannot wait any 
longer, devising means and schemes and doing nothing when the cry 
is insistent that we should wait no longer. I am therefor^ proceeding 
cautiously : in those places where, as I have said, the people are pre- 
pared to bear the burden of taxation, I will proceed with the Act; but 
in other places if alternative schemes are put forward which really 
give a satisfactory solution of the problem, I would only be too glad 
to take non-official help and to go on with the scheme' of primary 
education. I may tell this House that in the district of Mymensingh 
the previous Government issued a notification for the imposition of the 
tax and enforcement of the provisions of the Act* As soon I came 
^ into office I received nulnerous protests and I am simplj^^ staggered at 
the amount of agitation that has teen caused over the notification that 
was issued, lly the 15th of September the landlord!^ will be paying 
tlhe whole of I he E(?ucation Cess and by the 30th September we will 
have some money in our hands in order to make a beginning. My 
friend, Mr. Taniizuddin Khan, has said that Government owes an 
explanation as io why the working of tue Act has been stopped in 
Mymensingh. As I nave said, there has been no stoppage of the work, 
th^‘ notification that was issued lias not been withdrawn and 1 have 
within the hist tlirec* days rec^eived an aj)i)licati()n Irom ^(>nle members 
of the Legislative Assembly representing three or four districts, who 
have urged uj)on me to go on with dhe im.yiosition of the Education 
Cess under tlie Act of 1930. 

Now, Sir, having said all this, 1 wish to ask my friend, Mr. 
Taniizuddin Khan, to withdraw his motion. After what would be 
its elfect? Evimi sujiposing he takes it to a division, what would be 
the effect of a successful division? It 'would be a censure on us not 
for what wc have been guilty but lor the faults of our predecessors. 
We have been in offi(G.' for only five months and if primary education 
has been neglected, it has been neglected by a generation of officials 
who hav<‘ h(‘ld office before me and who for so:iie reuASon o’’ other could 
not undertake the introduction of primai\\ education. I'or this reason, 
Sir, a cut ol lbs. UK) does not ahect tin* Kiluculion Ibidget, but it would 
come as a cimsure on us for acts oi commission or omission for which we 
cannot be held io be guilty. Having given the assurance to the House 
that 1 will not stay my hands, that we liave been doing a good deal 
of work, that we have been busy collecting materials, that we have 
done some spade work and that we are now ready to go forward with 
the task, and- also the assurance that in those places where the people 
are ready we propose to go on with the scheme under the provisions of 
the Act of 1930 and in other places where the people are not so pre- 
pared to accept the burden of any taxation, we would have some alter- 
native scheme, I would ask my friend Mr. Tamizuddin Khan to with- 
draw his motion. 
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Msulvi TAMIZUDifiN KHAN4 Sir, I beg leave of the House to 
withdraw my motion. . 

^ • 

Objection being taken t« the withdrawal of th^ motion, the quee- 
tion was pressed to a division. ’ 

• * 

A division was then taken with the following result: 


AYES. 


AMhI Hills. Mr. Mint. • • 

AMbI Hakim Vikrampuri, Mr# Md. 

AMul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbaf, Mfb.U. 

Abdul Jabbar ^alwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdul Lain Biiwii, Mauili. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. 8yed. • 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abduila-AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khara Bahadur A. F* M 
Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Raichid Mahmood, Mr. « 

Abdur Ratheed, Mauivi Md. ^ 

Abdur Raul, Khan Sahib Mauivi 8. 

Abdur Raul, Mr. Shah. 

Abdur Razzak, Maultif 
Abdul Shahoed, Mauivi Md. 

Abidur Reza ChoWdhury, Khan Bahadur. 

Abui HathinI, Mauivi. 

Abul Quaiem, Mauivi. ^ 

Attab Hottain Joardar, Mauivi. 

Ahmad Ail, Khan Sahib Maulana Enayatpuri. 
Ahmad All Mridha, Mauivi. 

Ahmad Hotain, Mr. 

Aminullah, Mauivi. 

Amir Ali, Md. Mia. 

Aihrafaii, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hoisain Khan, Mauivi. 

Azar Ali, Mauivi. 

Bannar man, Mr. H. C. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Babu Premhari. 

Barma, Mr. Puipajit. 

Barman, Babu 8h>aiia Prosad. 

Barman, Babu Upandp Nath. 

Biawai, Babu Lakihmi Nariyan. 

Brathar, Mr. F. C. 

Chippandala, Mr. J. W. 

Clark. Mr. I. A. 

Oroiinald, Mr. L. M. 

Dais, Mr. Anukul Chandra. 

Dai, Mr. Monmohan. 

Daia, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Farhut Banu Khanam, Bagum. 

Faziul Huq, tha Hon’bla Mr. A. K. 

Fazini Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Farguiun, Mr. R. H. 

Bammatar, Mr. E. 0. , 

Baiiuddin Ahmad Cboudhury, Mr. 

Briimhi, Mr. C. 

Habibullah, tba Hon’Ua Nawa'b Bahadur K., of 
Dacca. 

Hatzuddia Cbovdbu.y, Mauivi. 

NatiMm Ali Kbaa, Kba« Bab|dar. ^ 


Haiinb Murahad, Mn. 

Handry, Mr. David. 

Idrii AhmaiDMia, Mr. 

Iipahani, Mr. M. A. H. 

Jaiimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Sahib. 

MacLauel^lan, Mr. C. 8. 

Malizuddin ChouiAury, Mauivi. 

Macfuira, Mr. l,. t. 

Mahtab.^M/haraj Kumar Uday Chand. 

Mahtabuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur. 

MandaI,.Mr. Banku Bahari. 

Mpndal, Mr. BirabQbindra. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Millar, Mr. 

Moilam Ali Moilah, Mauivi. 

Mjzammal Huq, Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Sahib Mauivi Syad. 
Muhammad iiraii. Mauivi. 

Muhammad Siddiqua, Dr. Syad. 

Mukharji, Dr. H. C. 

Mulliek, tha Hon’bla Mr. Mukundi Bahiry. 

Mullick, Mr. Pulin Bahary. 

Muiharruff Hoiiain, tha Hon’bla Nawab, Khan 
Bahadur. 

Muitagaiwal Haqua, Mr. Syad. 

Nandy, tha Hon’bia Maharaja Srii Chandra, of 
Ntaiimbazar. , 

Naiarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nauihar Ali, tja Hon’bla Mauivi Syad. 

Nazimuddin K. C I. E. tha Hon’bia Khwaja Sir. 
Nimmo, Mr. T. B. 

Paul, Sir Hari,8ankar. 

Raikat, tha Hon’bla Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Rajibuddin Taraldar, Mauivi. 

Roy, Babu Patiram. • 

Roy, tba Hon’bla S\r Bijoy Praiad Singh. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. • • 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. ^ 

Sallruddin Ahmad, Haji. ^ 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhuiudan. * 

Sarkar, tha Hon’bla Mr. Nalini Ranjan. 

Sarajul lilam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, Mr. Khwaja. % 

Singha, Babu Kahatra Nath. 

Suhrawardy, tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 

Tamizttddin Khan, Mauivi. 

Tofal Ahmad Cboudhury, Mauivi HaM< 

Waliur Rahman, Mauivi. 

Wait, Mri. Ellon. • 

Vuauf Ali Cboudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Abmod Cboudhury. Mr. 
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AMul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Aktful Majid, Maulvi. 

AMui Wahad, Mauivi. 

Abu Houain Sarkar. Maulvi. 

Abui FazI, Mr. Md. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Byad. 

Aaimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa, Mr. Bibnath. 

Banorjl, Mr. Batya Priya. 

Bannarjaa, Mr. Maneranjan. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Qobinda flhandra. 
Biawai, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Biawai, Mr. Burandra Nath. 

Soaa, Mr. Barat Chandra. 

Ohakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Ohattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
OhANdhuri, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Oai, Babu Radhanath. 

Oaa Oupta, Babu Khafandra Nath. 

Daa Qupta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Outta, Mr. Bukumar. 

Ontta Gupta, Mill Mira. 

Dutta Mazumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 
Emdfciui Haqua, Kazi. 

Qhoaa, Mr. Atui Kriihna. 

Glaiuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Qoiwami, Mr. Tuiii Chandra. 


Gupta, Mr. Jofaih Chandra. 

Haian ^li Chowdhury, Mr. Syad. 
Hfmatiinfka, Mr. Prabhudayal. 
Jaiaiuddin Haihamy, Mr. Byad. 

Jonab Ai? Majumdar, Mauivi. 

Khan. Mr. Dabandra Lali. 

Kumar, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. . 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Bahari. 

Maitra, Mr. Burandra jflohan. 

Maji, Mr. Adwai^a Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mri. Hamaprova. 

Mazumdar, Mr. iirand<'a Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 

Maniruzzaman lilamabadi, Mauiana Md. 
Maqbui Koiain, Mr. 

Mukharji, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Pramanik, M' Tarinicharan. 

Ramhuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Kamaikriihna. 

Ror« Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

RoY, Mr.Kiihori Pati. 

Roy, m'. Manmatha Nath. 

Banyai, Dr. Naiinaki>a. 

Banyai, Mr. Baiankar Sekhar. 

Ban, Babu Nayendra Nath. 

Bhtmiuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Binha, Brijut Manindra Bhuian. 

Bur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before I aimoiiiice the result of tLe division, I 
may inform you that two members entered the Aye lobby but they did 
not want to vote. Under the rules the moment they entered the Aye 
lobby their votes were recorded. 

The Ayes beiii^ 104 and the Noes (»(),, iJie question was carried. 


Before I adjourn the House, I might announce that to-morrow I 
am going to take female education for half an hour, then certain 
motions of the scheduled caste members for half an hour, then the 
madrassah for half an liour and devote the rest of the time on Secondary 
Education : that of course excludes the last half-hour which is ear- 
mai-ked for European Education which is r separate demand. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3-45 p.m. on Friday, the 27th 
Aitgust, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of Government of India Act, 1935. 


The Assembly met in tlie Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
27th August, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present: 

• ■» 

» 

Mr. Speakpr (tlit* TIondde Khan Bahadur A/i/rn li vote, c.i.k.) in 
the Chair, eleven ITon’^le Ministers and 209 members. • 

0 

• # 

STARRED QUESTlOfJS. 

(to which oral answers were given) 

• • •• 

Revaluation of cess of the Khulna district. 

•• 

♦86. Babu NACENDRA NATH SE«: M ill the ITon ble Minister in 
charge f)f the Ib'vi'inn' l)e])ailnnmt b(‘ to state' — 

(/) when the hi"! gem'! id i‘e\ iiluation of (*ess ot th(‘ Khulna district 
was nia(h': 

(li) when is the n ext geneial revjduation iioinially due; 

(in) the steps that (iovt'i^nnu'Fit int(*nd to take to start a general 
revaluation; * • ^ 

(iv) th(‘ ])rincipal and the sta])le food croj) of the distiict; 

(r) whether the average value of land is Sased u]>on the price ot 
the stajde food crop; 

• * * . . 

(vi) whether there has been a steady decrease in tlie price of staple 

food cro]); , 

(vii) if so, whether (j(?vernment are aware of thc^ har^lsliip of the 

cess payers; , ^ , 

(viil) the reason for delaying the .starting of another revaluation; and 
(ir) whether the Collertor has been moved for taking in hand the 

revaluation of cess of tlie district!*^ . 

• % 

MINISTER in charge cf REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Uon’ble 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (/) 1927- to. 

(it) 1950. 

(Hi) No general revaluation is intended in the immediate future.. 
(iv) Paddy. • • • 
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(v) The existing valuation in Khiilna was made under the old Act, 
whereby annual value depended on rent, vide sections 4 and 41. Under 
the amended Act the acreage rate, and therefore the valuation, is based 
normally on the va’ue of the gross produced of land, on the assumption 

that the land produces a normal crop of paddy, vide section 107D (2). 

» • 

(vi) No, there was a sudden fall in 1931-32 and a gradual rise since 
1934. 

{wi) The incidence of cess ])er acre is so low that its payment should 
not ordinarily inflict any hardship whatever be tly^ price of paddy. In 
Khulna any hardship ihere would otherwise have been owing to 
the increase iin]K)sed at the Iasi revahiation lias been mitigated by the 
rate of cess being reduced to 2*) ]»er cent, lower than thejiuiximuin. 

(vifi) (1) The last revaluation was concludc'd only ,7 years ago at a 
cost of lbs. 7I,t>92 borne by District Board. Anotlmr revaluation after 
so shoi't an intejval '..anild mean heavy .financ’al loss to the Distiict 
Board. 

(2) There are many other districts in which revaluatit)n was ma<le 
earlier than l}12T-3(),,, Hieso shouhl be revalued l)e|ore Kliulna. 

^,3) Neilh(‘r slatf nor funds are f.vailable lor taking up several dis- 
tricts simultaneously. 4, 

(4) The result of revaluation in Jessore distri(‘t is being awaited 
before taking up revaluation under tin new .^' t in any other district. 

(?>) No. 

Bahu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Is it a fact that the revaluation in 
1930 worked out at 200 jko' cent, more than the jwevious one? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I want notice. 

Mr. SYED JALALUbOIN HASHEMY: In view ( f answer (r), does 
he consider the desirability of starting a re\aluatioii in the district of 
Khulna ? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is a request 
for action. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (n‘), 
ffras the figure 1950 arrived at on the basis of 20 years’ interval? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Yes, generally 
it is done after 20 years. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: In accordance with the amend- 
ing Act of the time vd the late Sir P. C. Mitter, is it not a fact that re- 
valuation is done normally after the expiration of five years? 
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Th6 Hon ^6 Sir Blii^Y PRASAD SINCH ROYs It is quite in the 
competence of landlords and tenants to ask tor revaluation after a 
period of years, which is the minimum interv*ening jieriod be- 
tween one revaluation and aitother allowed in the Aei. 

BoIhi NAGEMDRA NATH SEN: It the Hon’ble Alinister tinds that 
there has been a large increase over the previous assessment, is he pre- 
pared to reckce the period from 20 years to five? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUSY PRASAD $INCH ROY: I am not in 'a 

position to make a definite reply to that question. 

Bobu NAGENDRA NATH SE^N:*Witli reference to answer (/O, how* 
uould he £Prrive ai the conclusion that the fall in tbe })rice of paddy does 
not entail any hardsell]) ?, 

a 

The Hofl’bie Sir BUOY P^SAD SINQI/ROY: There was first a 
fall and then there was a rise^ so it did not entail any hardsliip as snf- 
gested in the (|uesti«n. 

Babu NACCNDRA NATH SEN: Is it a fact that revaluation in 
1927-30 was worked oui on the basis of Ils. 4 ])er inaund as the jirice of 
paddy wliereas the price n^er manful of paddy is mn\ much ladow Its. 2? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; In 1027^30, r». 
valuation was made not on the basis of ])rico of padd\ but on the Ixisis of 
rent. ~ 

. e 

River Bhairab. 

*87. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Js the Hon ble Minister 
in charge ofjhe Department of (’oinmunicatioiis^aud Works (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(?) that a portion of, the river Bhairah bet,ween Bageihat jfnd 
Kachua is being silted up; , • 

(?/) that this river is the pn’ncipal or practically the only waterway 

for communication l)etween Barisal and Khulna; and 

• • 

(in) that a large volume of traffic pas.ses across this ]X)rtion of the 
river ? • ^ ’ 

(6) What staps (*o Government propose taking to keep this waterway 
open for navigatioji? 

(c) Have the Government received any communication or petition 
with regard to^this? 
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(d) Do the Government intend taking any steps to keep the portion 
of the river Bhaimb between Alaipur and Mansa in the Kfeulna district 
in a navigable condition? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
(IRRIGATION) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra 
Nandy, of Kasimbazar) ; (a) (t) Yes. 

(u) No. The principal waterway now is vta the Attye river and 
Halifax Out during ihe winher and via the Atifarabanka river during 
the monsoon. ^ 

(Hi) Yes. ^ ^ 

(h) There is a proposal to improve the Bemorta Jchal, wh^ich forms 
part of the waterway. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Tlio Alaipur kJuiI vv^as dredged some 24 years ago, but it rapidly 

resiltod. There is a proposal for re-excavating it and providing lochs 
at each end. ^ 

ISabu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Ts tlie TTou’blc Mini?uer aware that 
the principal waterway in ihe Bagerhai subdivision is that mentioned 
in the question and not as indicated in answer No. (ii)? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

That is my information. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: Witli reference to answer (h), when 

will the proiK)sal to inipiove the Kiial fructify? 

<» 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I believe after tlie Waterways Board is constituted. 


Additional Bank Holiday for Durga Puja. 

•S7Ai mV, J. N. GUI^TA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Finance'’])ei>artment be ]>leased to state whether it is a fact that 
the Government of Bengal has declared 12th, 13th, 14th and 15th Octo- 
ber; 1937, as JUink Holidays? 

(6) Is it a fact that Durga Puja falls on 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th and 
16th October, 1937? 

^ (c) If the answer to clause {h) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 

Minister considering the desirability of declaring the 11th October, 1937, 
as Bank Holiday? 
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MINISTERjncharfl'eof FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tlw Hon'Ma 
Mr. NaNni Ratijan Sarker); (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes" 

(c) I am afraid that I am not prepared to move in the matter, owing 
to the inconvenience that \tould be caused to business houses. 

Mr. J. N« GUPTA: Is the Uon’ble Minister aware that the refusal to 
grant the 11th of (^Ictober as a Bank Holiday is considered by Hindu 
workers as an undue hitorferenee witli iheir religious perfornianees?' 

. • * * * * • 

Tho Hoil*bl0 Mr. MALI N I RAN JAN SARI^ER: I do not consider it 
an Ini^ference with the religious rights of tho Hindu community? • 

• • 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: ^ as there any such .occasion in the past when 
Government did not allow such a i>rivilege ? * 

• • » • 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. NALINI RANJAN SAI^KER: I am not aware of 
but I can inform the House tllut since L^9() flie Piy;^ Holidays have been 
confined to four days under the Negotiable Instruments Act. 

Dr. H. p, MUKHERJI: 1 am asking for intormation from oiio who 
is a HiiMu as to whether the Buja celebration commences from Shashti 
and the actual Puja takes^ place trom the Saptami and if that is so, is 
it not a fact that Hindu employees will take pari in the celebrations 
from the Saptami onw^ards? 

The Hoii’ble ^NALINI RANJAN SARKER: T think they would 
like to, but all Hindu emplo>%es are not ali’ccted try it. So far as the 
Goveinment em}>lovees are concerned itey will get holidays before tho 
12th of Gctobei’. The four days’ holiday is onljr^ confined to commercial 
houses and if commercial houses want to give an additional holiday 
Governlnentjiave no objection, but Goveniment^ do not want to compel 
business houst^ to close their offices on the first Puja day. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: What is the principle on which 

the Government notification for closing offices and courts was made? 

* % • 

The Hon’Me Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER^ I d»not know ex- 

cept that it has been the practice since 1890. 

Babti NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister prepared 
to admit that it will, cause hardship to the Hindus if an additional holi- 
day for the 11th of October is not granted? 

* • . 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKER: Yes, to b certain 

section of the Mnployees jn the Calcutta business houses. * 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Crants-in^aitf to schools. 

43. Maulvi ABDUL BARI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minist^er in charge 
of the Education Department aware — 

(?) of a circular recently issued by the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion^ Bengal, to the effect that grants-iu-aid to schools be 
given twice a year and not monthly as before ajid 

(n) of a feeling of disconfent that exists amongst teachers and 
others interchted in education ? 

(/?) Do ihe (ioveriimeci realise lhat the above course will put the 
teachers to series of difficulties adversely affecting the educational 
institutions themselves!^ 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister ])roj)OHing cancellation of the order with 
a view to follow the pre*Vious practice? ■»'' 

MINISTER in charge ef EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (//) The order w'aa issued by the pre- 
vious Government, but 1 have stopped giving effect to it in view of the 
feeling referred to. 

(b) and (r) The (piestion of revision of the orders is under 
consideration. 


House Surgeon, Bengal Veterinary College. 

44. Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HED; (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) tliat ' the ])ost of House Surgeon in the Bengal Veterinary 
ColWge was filled by a brother of the Manager ; 

(?/*) that the Drill Master is also a brother of the Manager; and 

\n?) that there was ‘a Muhammadan officer senior to the gentlemen 
appointed as House Surgeon? 

(b) If the answer to (//) (???) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state wdiether the claim of the Muhammadan 
officer was considered in filling up the post of the House Burgeon ? 
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MINISTER in char|;e of AGJRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Hablbullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): {a)\i) The question api>ears to assume that there is only one post 
of “House Surgeon” at th^ Bengal Veterinary College. This is not 
correct. There are, in fact, 3 posts of Hospital Surgeon — 2 senior and 
1 junior. There is no post of House Surgeon. On the 1st July, 1933, 
a brother of the Manager was appoinled to the post of Junior Hospital 
Surgeon. * 

(n) Yes. * , 

(Hi) There was,jat Hae time of th<*appoiiftment*iefeiTe;l toMn (i) ab.ive, 
a Moslem officer in’ the College staff senior to the gentleman appointed 
airtrnrttTf^Hospital Surgenqi*. He was holding the post of Curator and# 
Librarians which^is a post in the*same grade ns that of Junior Hospital 
Surgeon. It is pnesuined that the question refers to this Moslem 
officer. , • 

{b) From the records I fl»id tliat the .appointment of the officer 
referred to in (a) (?) was discussed at considerable length at the tinte 
and that several officers already serving. in the depjytment for a number 
of years submitted memorials against the a])pointment of the gentle^jian 
concerned, ^'ter consideration, the ap})(dntment was ajiproVed by 
Government. • 

1 do not find in thes<; discufsions any mention of the name of the 
Moslem officer referred to in (a) (Hi). I can only conclude that he was 
not considered to be a suitable candidate for the post by the authorities 
at that time. 

Mauivi ABDUL LATIF 'blSWAS: Is it a lact that, the appoint- 
ment of the Junior Hospital Surgeon was made on the recoininendation 
of the Manager who is his brother ? 


The Hoh’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have alrea(fy stated from the records avaihibh* that the n'CnimiHMida- 
tion of the Principal wtis^accepted b_\ (fovernniei^ tlien in powoi-. * 

• 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: Was it made on the recom- 
mendation of his brother who is the Manager of* the College ^ 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA*H Bahaflur, of Dacca: 

That I cannot say., 

Khan Sahib Maulvi 8YED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Ma^ I know* 

whether the lijoslem officer is still holding his appointment? • 
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- The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLPH Bahadur,' of Dacca: 

f ir , 

want notice. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Ea^ the Manager any other 
brother marked out for appointment in the Veterinary College? 

(No answer.) 

Road from Diamond Harbour to Kakdwip. 

45. Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
ii 3 ^ Ghai;ge of'tlie Communications and Works Department aware of a 
resolution of the Board ol' Communications, dated the 7th 10?^, 

accepting tlie proposal of Mr. King, '‘Chief Engineer, for having an 
improved road from Diamond Harbour to Kakdwip? 

If so, lias it been included in the provincial programme of 
schemes and submitted to^the Local GoveLmment for sanction? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

^ (t) wlien the work will be taken up ; and 
how much will it cost? 

The Hon’hle Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(a) Yes. 

(/>) On the advice of the Provincial Board of Communications, the 
Special Officer, Load l)eveloj)ment Projects, has be en e «^^ed to include 
the project in his comjirehensive programme of road development for 
the whole province, wliicli has not yet he^m received. 

(r) Dot‘s IK i arise at j)resent. 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DAS: AViJI tlie Ilon’ble Alinisler give 
us an idea of the period which will be taken to comi)let'" the road 
project from Diamond Harl)our to Kakdwip? 

I'he Hon’ble Mahai^aja 8RI8 CHANDRA KANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

I am afraid I “cannot give any idea at this stage. 

' . 4 

E^ffablistiment of Debt Settlement Boards. 

48. Mr. AiyiRITA LAL MANDAL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Hural Indebtedness Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the districts in which Debt Settlement Boards 
have been established; 
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(ii) the total number of cases originally referred to these' Hoards 
by the parties concerned^; 

(Hi) the l^tal number of catses transferred from Ciwl Courts to theso 
Boards ; and 

(iv) the number of such cases disposed of by them during the last 
year of their existence? 

MINISTBR in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick): (i) Jaljxiigufi, ^linajpiir, Malda, Kaugjmr, llajsbahi, I’abna, 
Bogra, Mymensingk^ ITacca, haridpur, BafLarganj, Ti})i)#ra7 Noakhali,,, 
Chittagon g, Khulna, Jessore, Ii4-i*arganas, Midna])ort‘, Howrah and 
ilooglily . • . • ^ 

{ri) 58,^15 up *10 tin; 8()th of A])iil last. 

(Hi) Nil. • • ^ • 

(?r) No IJe^l Settleii^'iit Ikuard has vet be#n sitting for one year. 

Mauivi ABUL IjASHIMf May we. haVe th^^reason why Debt 
Settlement Boards have not yet been established in Burdwan? 

• • • 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: We have 
now received proposals from the Collector of Burdwan for the establish- 
ment of such Boards there. 


Mr. DUIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Ma^ 1 know the number of 
cases disposed of bj^Debt Settlement Boards during the period they 
have been sitting? \ 

9 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I must ask 
for notice. * 

(At this (jtage Mr. Mirza Abdul llafiz put a question which was 
answered by tke Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary Mullick but both the 
question and the answer were inaudible at the lieporters’ Table.; ^ 

9 • 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICk: \ coup not 
hear the question. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; May I with your permission 
ask the questioner as also the Hon’ble Minister t(^ be a little more loild 
so that we can hear? 

t 

Mr. SPEAKER} That is a request for action. (Laughter from , 
all sides.) 
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Road from TangacI to Mytnensingh. 

47. Mauivi MIRZ^ ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hon ble 

31iiiiste^ in^churgt of the Ooimn unications and Works Department be 
pleased to Stale vvhetlier the road from Tan^^ail to Mymensingh has 
been tak<*n up for its necessary iinprovement on tlie re(‘ommen<iatiou 
of the Hoad Devel()])iiient Board? 

(0) If th(‘ answ('r to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble^ 
Minister be pleased to svate — 

('i) whtii Jias it Inmn taken up; and 

(?i) when is the worl. to be completed? - 

f I 

The Hon’hle Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

(«) Yes. So far iho;, improvement and cpnstruction of bridges only on 
the road havt^ been takofi up. The Ibovincial Board wf Communica- 
tions have very recently approved of a' project for improving the road 
proper between Muktagachii and Tangail^ at a rough cost of Hs. 8*^4 
lakhs, but work (‘uti'iioi b(‘ taken up until this project is appi'oved by 
the Governimml of Ind'a and until the didaih'd estimate is prepared 
nnd sanction(‘d l)y tlu‘ Bei»gal (lovernment. 

(/f) The ijiiprovement and construction of bridges on the portion of 
the road IndwcuMi Mymensingh and KiTlihati '\\as taken up in 1938 and 
completed in 193b. Bricks are being collect(‘d for imju’ovement and 
construction of bridges on the remaining portion between Kalihati and 
Tangail. The bridging work on this portion ofiiit^.j^ad i?>‘ expected 
to l>e completed by the end of J939. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVhen Avill the other work apart 
from the improvement and construction of Bridges on this~ roaid be 
taken up? ' 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kashnbazar: 

T regret 1 cannot give an idea. 

Dr. NAblNAX8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to answer (b), will 
the HoiCble^ Minister be pleased to state the reason for the inowlinat'e 
delay in finisk-ing tliis project? 

!»** 

Jhe Hon’ble Maharaja 8Ri8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kashnbazar: 

I do not consider the delay to be inordinate. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that his department has not given technical sanction to this project 
so farP 
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The HonWe Mahanga 8RI8 CI;|ANbRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

As far as I am aware the District Board was in charga of this portion 
of the road.* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state Whether, ^’en when a District Board is in ohar^fe ol 
a particular Public Works Department road, technical sanction is oi 
is not necesiary? 

The Hon’ble MihacaJ^ 8RIS CHANDRA *NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

It is necessary. ^ , , • . ^ ^ 

JBi^.JfALINAKSHA Si^NYAL; Under l^iicli circumstances }ias * 
technical janction of the de*partnnent been given to the District Board 
project. ^ 

(• • 

TheHon’ble Maharaja 8R{8 CHANDRA ^ANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I require notice. <• • 

• • 

Number of Muslims«in the different posts in the Delcutta High Court. 

48. Mr. SUAH 8YED COLAM SARWAR H08AINI: Will tL 

Hou’ble Minister in charge of tlu' Judicial and TiCgislalive Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the present number of Muslims in different ])osts in the 
Calcutta High Court below those of the Hon’ble Judges; 
and 

(ii) the relaTlv^ strength of the Muslims compared with persons of 

other communities?, 

, • 

MINI8TER in charge of JUDICIAL and LECISLATIvk DEPART* 
ME NT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain^ Khan Bahadur): By 

the courtesy of the High Court which has supplied the figures, a state- 
ment ifi laid i9n the table. • 

Stateme 7 it referred to in the answer to nnstarred. question No. 4(S,^ 
Strength of MnsJjin ofjirers on the Appellate Side in Vldh — 

There was one Muslim gazetted, officer out of a total strength ^ of 5. 
The percentage was 20*00, 

There were 35 permanent and one temporary Muslim ministerial 
officers out of a total strength of 192 and 18, respectively. Their 
percentages were 18 *22 and 5 -65, respectively. • • 

Strength of Mnslim officers on the Appellate Side in July, 1037.— 
There is one Muslim gazetted officer out of a total strength of 6 
(including the Registrar). The percentage ^ 16*6. Tlje sixth post of * 
gazetted officer created since 1935 is ordinarily fifled by a member of 
the Bengal Judicial Service. , • 

23 
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There are 46 permanent and 3 teknporary Muslim ministerial officers 
out of a total strength of 203 and 20, respectively. Their percentages 
are 22-66 and 15-00, i^pectively. 

Strength of Muslim officers on the Original Side in 1931. — There 
was one Muslim gazetted officer out of a total strength of 13. The 
percentage was 7-7. 

There were 6 Muslims out of a total strength of 148 i i the minis- 
terial establishment. The percentage was 4-00. 

Strength of Muslim officers on the Original Side in 1937 . — There 
is one Muslim ‘gazetted officer out of a total strength of 13. The per- 
centage is 7*7. _ 

There are 10 Muslim ministerial officers out of a total strength of 
160. The percentage is 6*7. ^ 

Khan Sahib Mauivi 8YED MUHAMMAd AFZAL: Is the 

Government contemplating to redress the grievances of Muslims by 
raising the percentage? 

■I 

The Hon’ble NawaboMUSHARRUFF H088AIN Bahachir: 

Government has no power to redress the grievances. 

A Member: Can he exercise his influence in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AiN, Khan Bahaefur: 

Yes. 

Mr^ 8AHT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I know whether my short- 
notice question will be answered to-day? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; I may inform the Mem- 
ber that the information that he requires is not available but I hope I 
shall be able to answer the question to-morrow. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: On a point of information, Sir. 
It is the Parliamentary practice that if short-notice questions are not 
replied to ot^ are taken up with inordinate delay we on our part may be 
permitted to fnove ,an adjournment of the House. If you will permit 
us we will be prepared to move it. 

Mr. BREAKER: When you actually hand over to me any motion 
for adjournment, I shall then see to the point. 

AI-H^Maulma Dr. 8ANAULLAH: May I know what is the fate 
of my short-notice question in regard to the flood havoc in the district 
of Chittagong? " 
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Mri SPEAKER; I^have alreajly stated on several occasions that 
in regard to ahort-notice questions the Speaker’s function only comes 
in if the ci^nsent of the Departmejit concern^ and* the reply thereto 
are received. I may say on(^ more that as soon as tjie reply is receiveil 
in our department it is typed and placed on the Table. I appeal to the 
House that its lime should *iiot be wasted by enquiry about short-notice 
questions. If an enquiry is to be made it should be made from the 
Secretary aif to whether a short-notice Question will be jmswer^d or 
not. 

THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNNffiNT OF BENGAL 
F0R*1957-38. 

D»MAND FOR GRANT. . 

• • • 

37— Edutation— General. 

Begum FARHAT BANG KHANAM; Mr. h^^aker, Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 1 ,l7.4(l,()tH) be reduced by Rs. 100. ^ 

I rise to mdve a token cut in the grant for Education l)ei>arimeut 
in order to draw the attention of the Hoirble the Minister for Education 
to the paramount needs fyr women’s education in Bengal. Although 
after a sad and almost criminal neglect for a long period the (iovern- 
ment and the public are slowly realising their responsibility in this 
matter, I fee l bound to observe that even now the subject has not 
received tTie atTeiHiofi it deserves. No serious attempts has yet been 
made to grapple with the real problem of women’s education in Bengal. 

It is too late in the day to repeat the trite observatioiv^ about the 
necessity of women’s education and the part it plays in the social and 
economic uplift of the country. The social obstacles for the promotion 
of women’s education are fast passing away, and women are rapidly 
advancing to* take their* legitimate place by tile side of men in the 
constructive work that lies before the country. Their cry is for ediio^- 
tion and more education aiyl the lack of provision for such education 
hampering the natural process of growth. Women’s aducalion is even 
now viewed as merely an unimportant side-issue in the general scheme 
of education. Instead of tackling the problem ^as whole, only 
niggardly provisions are made here and there just to keep up a show 
of women’s education. The grant provided in this year’s budget wouhl 
prove the truth of my assertion. I do not mak*e this cHticism in a 
carping or hostile spyit; but when I remember the appalling ignorance 
of millions of women in this country, I feel it my bounden duty to raise 
a voice of protest, however feeble it may be. Nothing but inertia of • 
habits has made us insensible to the gravity of the situation But I am 
sure a little reiection w^l convince everybody that time has confe 
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when we must approach the problem from an, altogether new angle. 
It is in the hope of focussing attention to this live issue that I have 
proposed the cut. * May I appeal to the Chief Minister, who. is also the 
Minister for Education, to regard women’s education as a major pro- 
blem, and not merely an appendix to the vast and complex problem of 
education of the province? ^ 

I am glad to notice that the Central Board of Education at Delhi 
took up the problem of women education in India. May*I trust that 
the Government of Bengali would devote themselves to the recommen- 
dations of the Women’s Committee of the Central Board and take some 
definite and tangible steps for spreading more education among women? 
I trust we shall not be seeing the spectacle of women educatio n_e:^tting 
only a residuary place after needs of men’s education have been finished. 
That will be a tragic end not only for the women but for men also. 
May I draw the special ' attention of the Government also to the 
immediate needs for the improvement of )'the physical education among 
girls. Considering the average circumstances of women in Bengal 
families, where they can get hardly any fresh air, the need for physical 
education for girls 'fs imperative. It is sad to See that in spite of 
large numbers of girls igoing up for education, the concjition of their 
health is very very poor. I urge on behalf of women of Bengal that 
there should at least be a Directress of Physical Education ,to take 
up the work in right earnest. I am" informed that the proposal for 
such a post was sanctioned six years ago, but no definite step has yet 
been taken in the matter. A college for the training of men teachers 
has been in existence for some time past, but n othing has been done 
by Government for the training of women teachers. There is no train- 
ing college in physical education ()i)en to' women teachers and men and 
women of Bc^ngal have to be grateful to the Young AVomen’s Christian 
Association for starting physical training centre for girl teachers. 
But all the funds for this come from Canada and even that, as I under- 
stand, will he exhausted by April, lbd 8 . Teachers from other provinces 
have been deputed to this college by their respective G9vernment8 and 
although the college is situated in Calcutta, the Government of Bengal 
have neither deputed any women teacher for training nor they have 
given any financial assistance, and it would be a calamity if such a 
usefuh instkution is closed for want of funds within the next few 
months. I epmestly urge upon the Hon’ble the Chief Minister for 
taking over this college by Government. 

Incidentally, I very strongly emphasise the need for provision for 
the Muslim girls college education in Calcutta. The Bethune College 
has no provision for teaching Arabic and Persian nor there is a Muslim 
hostel. It is time therefore for the Government to take some definite 
steps so that the Muslim girl students may have the advantage of 
higher education. It is a matter of gratification th(it more Muslim 
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girls are now coining for higher education, and I trust and hope that 
Governineifct would rise to the needs of the occasion *and take necessarv* 
steps in the matter. • * 

In conclusion, may I once more appeal to the Hon’hle Minister for 
Education to see to it th^t a complete and comprehensive sclieme for 
women’s education is devised hy his department and that adeipiate 
funds are provided in futur(' budget to give effect to this scheme. 


Miss MIRA DATTA. GUPTA: Sir, I douGt not that the ohject'of 
my motjpn, namely, .better provision foi- pirll’ educt^imi nn.l eirls’ 
hostels has the syilipathy and .suppoit of all,.seotions of the House 
irrcspeUive of community /ind faith, I do not think anv arfiumcnt i> 
necessary, in the^o days to eonvinre anybody that frirls should have i.s 
o-ood education as boys bi (|ualify themselve^s to 1 m‘ Rood cilizeiiH 
friend Beirum Fa, 'hat Itam, Khanam, I, as very alfly drawn the attention 
of the House O' tlie inaifeijuacJ of cducationanacilitics for women of Inu 
community. * 


The number of ^scliools and colI('g(‘s.for girls the cily of ralcutia 
and the suburbs must not 1 h‘ taken to l>e any indication of tlii' general 
extension of education aniongsl. tb(‘ womcnfolJ* in tlic provima'. Tn the 
mufassal, prrangement.s for female eduration tire still very meagre and 
in many places within a mdius^of 20 miles you will not tind any high 
school for girls. If my infhrnuition is correct , theiv is only one higli siduad 
for girls in the wliole of the Burdivan Division n'eognised hy the Calcutta 
University, and the school which is sitmited at Ilowi'uih has also not yet 
been ablo-4»-^ a.piirnianent remirring grant from the (jovernmeni for 
what they call ‘Vant of funds.” 

In the interior, I mean tife villager, a girls’ school is still a rare 
commodity and it behoves (Government with tlie assistance of public 
bodies to chalk out a comprehensive jirogramm^ of starting a net-work 
of schools for girls so that the womenfolk may get at least some education 
which may h^lp them ii> domestic; life. • 

Sir, hut thffere is one other matter which is jiroluibly more important 
than the mere increase of schools. In my preliminary budget speech I 
drew attention to the inacfequacy of accommodation fqr giij 'students in 
the city of Calcutta. This is, fjiir, a question wdiich mu^t be ^ackh‘d 
without delay. Better facilities for education attract many girls tr» 
Calcutta where want of suitable hostels drive them to Shelter in un- 
recognised boarding houses. It is time that Government should step in 
and make suitable provision for the accommodation of .girl students 
in this city hy opening hostels attached to the schools and colleges or 
assisting the girls’ Colleges and schools in opening hostels. These 
hostels should be ip charge of respectable ladies who will act as guide*. . 
I say, Sir, that the danger of allowing girl students to drift in the city 
without proper hostel accommodation is much greater than the imaginary 
danger of allowing students to mix in politics. 
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Sir, may I not hope that Government will not grudge spending money 
liberally to extend edfuc^Oaal faciHties for the womenfolk who com- 
prise half of the populutioii of Bengal. 

Mrs. HA8INA WufltHED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is with consider- 
able concern that I rise to speak on the subject of female education in 
this province — a subject about which much has been said but little has 
been done. « 

The need of imparting^ education to the womenfolk is much too 
obvious to need any special emphasis from me. 'X believe that even the 
most perverfediJiiysogihist will not dispute tlie pr6briety of giving educa- 
tion to the womenfolk inaorae shape or other. In support of this propo- 
‘ sition I should like to (juote the feporj; of tlie Hartog C’ommittee which 
is as follows : — < 

*’ “Tfie importance of the edination of girls and women in India 
at the presenl., moment (;annpt b(‘ over-rated. If affects 
vitally tile mng«) and efficieni>y of all education. The educa- 
non of the girl is the educatiojli of thi' motlier and through 
her of htv' children. The middle and higli classes of India 
have long sneered from the dualism of an (‘ducated manhood 
and an ignorant womanhood — a dualism tllat lowers the 
whole level of the hhme and the domestic life and h«as its re- 
action on personal and national ch^^racter.” 

The Committee thus impressed by the supreme imi)ortance of girls’ 
education recommended tliat “in the interests of the advam'e of the 
Indian education as a wlude, jiriority should now he the claims 

of girls’ education in every scheme of ex])ansion.“ 

Let us now examim* the relevant statistics and see for ourselves the 
extent of tht^ leeway that Bengal has yet to make up in order that she 
may find herself in the (‘ompaiiy of her sister provinces which have taken 
longer stride in the field of female education. Let us take the tojtal 
number of girls in all institutions. Madras in ll)d2 registered an increase 
of two lakhs three thouspand one hundred and eighty-ffve girls over 
the figure for the quinquennium ending 1927; while Bengal registered 
an increase of ldl4,/^60 girls during the coriesponding period. These 
figures, it is^true,''ure somewhat out of date; hut they show, none-the-less, 
the cohiparative slowness wdth which Bengal has proceeded in the direc- 
tion of female^ducation. Let us now’ take the expenditure on educational 
institutions in these j)n)vinces. In 19d2 Madras sj)ent no less than 
Iks. 74,22,7r)I, while Bengal in that year accounted for even less than 
half of this sum. It is unfortunate that this should be so. Let us now 
examine Government’s (‘ontribution to girls’ education in these two pro- 
vinces. Madras in 1992 spent Bs. 44,71,091, , while Bengal spent a 
(Comparatively poor vsum of RvS. 18,09,928, This is really very disappoint- 
ing. We recognise, Sir, the financial difficulties from which our pro- 
vince has long suffered. We also recognise, ,^Sir, that ^he complexities 
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of our political problems, differing as they do from those of her sister 
provinces, have consistently laid h great percentage of her revenue, 
under contribution. It is therefore not ki a*sj6rit of inimical criticism 
of the Government of this PjpovinceHhat I l^ve ventured to submit before 
the House the statistics I have just giveh-. ,».”On tile contrary, Sir, we 
have the greatest sympathy with the Ministry of Education in the dis- 
tressing situation in which it finds itself with regard to the question of 
finance. ^ 

With regard to the question of physical education among women, 

I will quote the authority of no less a persoil than Huxley to empliasise 
tlie unp^tance o^^ physical culture of * our ^girls. H\jxley says as 
follows : — 

• 

^‘granting the alleged .Vlefecfs of women, is it not somewhat absurd 
• to sasiction and maintain a system of education which would 
seem to^avejbeen specially contrjved to exaggerat(‘ all these 
defects? NaturaHy not so firmly slrotfi*:, nor sf) well l>alaiic(‘d 
as* boys, girts are'iy great meas^uiV (hdmrred from the sj)orts 
and physical exercises whi< h are jusily thought absolutely 
necessary for the developnpMit ’ of vigour of the more 
favoured sex.” 

•• ^ 

We have every confidenie in ihe pr(‘sent (^hief Minister of Ikuigal 
who is^ilso the Minister in charge of Education, and we j-an entirely rely 
upon him for the redres^'•of tln^ grievances in respect of tlie inadequacy 
of funds for the advancement of female education. 

With these words, Sir, I heg to su])port the views of the hon’ble 
mover o f 4h i a. j notiQfl. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: ^r. Speaker, Sir, I support this 
motion genei’ally thouah T could not associate myself *with all what 
is said. We have had this afternoon an adjjpirable refutation of the 
old masculine view that woman cannot take an interest in (‘dmatiou and 
yet retain h«r charm.. We have had some a|lmiral)le speeches and I 
can promise *that the University will take notice of them, for in the 
absence of the Yice-Chancellor I have been a‘«ked to say a wor^ on 
behalf of the University T am a little startled to find in motion 
Ts^'o. 360, a reference to the indjtt'erence of Governmefit towards women*8 
education. I once knew how many heads at Writers’ Buildings and 
at the University have turned grey through worry ove» tlie problem of 
girls’ education. It is not that Government is indifierent, nor the 
University. But the Province’s interest in tl\e education of girls in 
the last few years has developed so rapidly that Government and the 
University have irt)t been able to change their organisation and their 
methods rapidly enough to keep step. In the University, I can say as 
a member of the School Committee, methods have changed j)erceptit>ly 
in the last three or four vears. About four years ago the Univepity 
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agreed that there should be girls’ education inOoys’ schools if arrange- 
ments could be made so that boys and girls never saw one another. 
The consequence i^as tliat the girls went to school at six in the morning 
and left at nine, and 'tbe teachers had a long and hard days work. 
After a while it was realised that this strain on the ^irls, the schools 
and the teachers was intolerable. By thts time opinion itself had 
changed, and so the University had to follow something like a local 
option system in places in which public opinion seemed to think that 
boys and girls should study together: the University was prepared to 
agree to co-education, provided that suitable Arrangements could be 
made. We 'hqve recently dticided 'that the whplt» <*iatter m'dst be re- 
lionsidered again and a ^:ommittee has been formed to look into it on 
behalf of the Universiiy. I am a m,ember of that committee and we 
shall soon be busy. The problem ultimately is this: that opinion in 
Ben^»al is pressing rapidly more towards the p;eneral education of girls, 
both secondary and primary education, and yet so far as we can see 
the revenues of Bengal do not and will,, not admit of the establishment 
qf two complete satisfacdory separate systems of education, one for boys 
and one for girls. ^,(b-ediicalion will be necessary in some degree. 
Government, local bodies and the University will have to make this 
possible by coniiibuting' to the cost, by, altering tlieir organisation; and 
society in Bengal will have to make it possible also by modifying its 
opinion in some degree. A great deaj of separate education is proper 
and will always be necessary. T do not suppose Bengal will ever be 
able to keep boys’ and girls’ education entirely separate, and I think 
that before long Bengal will come to the opinion that co-education has 
everything to recommend it up to certain ages, ^■sidt's iTs^ saving in 
expense. That is my small contribution to the discussion and I con- 
clude by congratulating the ladies who have spoken. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The new constitution has 
made provision for the^ direct representation of women in our legisla- 
tures and I congratulate myself that it has fallen to my lot to be the 
first to bear the brunt cf onslaught on our budget from representatives 
of the fair sex in matters connected with female education in Bengal. 
I welcome this opportunity to make a geq^eral statement regarding 
Government^ policy on the question of female education. In the year 
1928-29 Government gave their general approval to a policy of estab- 
lishing an aided high English school in each district headquarters 
subject to a Meal demand for such institutions. This policy has been 
consistently pursued with the result that in most of the district head- 
quarters high English schools for girls have been established. In 
saying this, I am not contradicting the remarks of Miss Datta-Gupta 
regarding the paucity of high English schools for girls in the Burdwan 
Division. It is regrettable that this fact has got to be admitted and 
I can assure her that we would take the earliest possible steps to make 
prqvision in the next budget for establishing at least two high English 
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schools at proper centime in the furdwan Division. Several schemes 
involving capital and recurring expenditure are under consideratiop of 
the departrilent and it is proposed ij) set apart more than Rs. 60,000 for 
capital and recurring grants to girls' schools in cpnnection with the 
restoration of the cut on grant-in-aid allotments. In the field of 
secondary education for girls, our ideal is a system of good, well- 
equipped and well-stuffed high English school at convenient centres 
with first tlass hostels attached to them and around each school a 
secondary satellite system of middle schools providing a sound educa- 
tion up to class VI \^itlt one or two years’ continuous courses of home 
craft* domest^ ^f^ence. This*course'woul(f be primarily adopted 
to girls not wishing to proceed further witlk purely academic studies 
or in the case of girls judged i^icajuible of profiting by such studies.* 
Others wfll havtPto go to parent high schools. It is, of course, impos- 
sible to lay downfall i^rbitrary standard .of “freciuency” of these 
secondary schools, but it wi!l probably be found convenient for the 
present, and •for muffa*ssal ar/gas, to follqw a general principle that 
each district should have one first class high school and each subdivii- 
sion one first clas^k middle school. Such schooWwill generally be at 
district or subdivisional liend(pinrters, but, obviously, no rigid rule ^an 
be laid downV For thickly ]>o}>ulated urban areas those standards will 
not apply, •and the needs of such areas* must be judged independently. 

As regards college ediyjationjof girls, a lump provision of Rs. 10,00Q 
is included in this budget for maintenance grants to non -Government 
women’s colleges. This grant will be distributed to the following 
institutions : — 


(1) Ashutosh College, Bhowanipur (Girls’ section); 


(2) Victoria Institution, /Calcutta (College branch); and 

(3) Brajamohan College (Girls’ section). * 


The question of extension of accommodation >n the Bethune College 
and of providing new buildings for the Eden High School (Intermediate 
College) are binder the consideration of Governnfent. (A voice: What 
about girls’ Hostels P) I wish to say a few words in this connection 
regarding the question of^a Muslim Girls’ College in Calcutta. I htive 
received representations from various quarters for thf est'jblishment of 
such a college for the simple i*eason that provisions for jhe teaching 
of Arabic and Persian and for religious training that is exclusively 
needed by the orthodox Muslim families cannot be provided for in the 
Bethune College. Along with the Bethune College, a College especially 
for Muslims girls seems to be a necessity, and I ftiay tell the House tfiat 
a scheme for the establishment of a college and a hostel in Calcutta for 
Muslim girls is being matured, and provision will be made for it in 
the next budget, ‘viz.,* for 1938^9. 

There is a scheme for providing accommodation for 200 gfirls at the 
Vernacular Training School at Dacca for the training of elementary 
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women teachers and attaching a practising scIm^I to it. This proposal 
is being considered by the Director of Public Instruction. Certain 
training stipends have also been p suggested for women ‘teachers. A 
scheme for providing some special stipends to girls of the scheduled 
<)astes involving an annual cost of Rs. 4,560 has been administratively 
approved by Government this year. A 'scheme for creating some 
scholarships for Muslim girls involving an annual expenditure of 
Rs. 3,240 has been accepted by Government for the present budget. 
Government are aware that one of the items in Dr. Jenkins’s programme 
of work as a Special Officer was a survey of girls’ education in Bengal 
-and its needs. He hds collected aM the necessary ^aterials-ibut could 
not complete his report ]>efore he went on leave. 'As soon as his report 
‘ is received, I can assure the House that We will set to work to bring 
into operation the urgent portions in that report, and I hbpe it will 
be possible for me to announce when we ineet^nextHhat some substantial 
steps forward have bVen taken for the improvement of female education 
in Bengal. Another pdint raised ha§ been the question of physical 
t^ducation of girls. On this jmint I wish to make a very short state- 
ment. Physical edy\ation of girls in schools is now looked after by the 
Physical Directress of the Young Women’s Christian Association for 
wliich the Association Veceives a graqt of Rs, 2,700 e*vbry year from 
Government. Government in«a letter, 'dated the 24th of April, 1931, 
accorded their approval to a scheme^ for the development oP physical 
training under tlie supervision of an Assista*nt Directress appointed by 
Government. The estimated cost was Rs. 34,349, but it was not found 
j)ossible to j)n)vide funds for it in this year’s budget on account of other 
more urgent needs of the province. In the mea^^imer liz-^hfiprove the 
standard of physical ed^ieation of women teachers in Bengal, Miss 
Burton, the F^hysical Directress of the" Young Women’s (’hristian 
Association,’ (’alcutta, temporarily opened a ])hys]eal centre under her 
supervision. Government are making an attempt to provide funds in 
the Edueatioii budget for sti])ends to women teachers for training there 
to make the scheme a^j><*rmanent one. I can assure tli^ House, Sir, 
that the earliest opportunity will be taken to provide funds for both. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH SEN: May I nise on a point of informa- 
tion, SirP • 

« 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: The leader of the House has 
not finished yet. 

Mr. NAG.ENDRA NATH SEN: Oh, I am sorry. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HtlQ: In connection 
the establishment of schools for thb education of girls, 
I need .hardly say that in this matter, as in others, a good 
dfal depends on the co-operation offered by ^on -officials to 
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Oovernment in their • own departmental efforts. I may mention 
with approval the efforts that are being made by Mr. Ishaque of the 
Indian Civil Service, Subdivisionalpfficer of Serajganj> who has started 
a high English girls’ school at Serajganj, and thg construction of a 
school building is now in progress. The estimated cost is Rs. 35,000, 
and the Subdivisional Officer has collected a big sum and has asked 
Rs. 15,000 from Government. This shows that whether we aiv Sub- 
divisional Officers or other officials or non-officials, a good deal can be 
done by private effort, and Government wopld only be too ready and 
wi lling to supplement private enteimrise by whatever help can be given 
by'suBvSfftions frcftq ’provincial funds. I have n?)t got a«>'thing further 
to say, Sir. The Begum Saheba said that sh# had raised only a feeble 
Word of piotest as rega/ds Gbvefnment’s apathy towards female* 
education. But'I may assure her, Sir, that her protest is not a feeble 
one; it has come to us a# the voice of many .voters, and I am sure (Jiat 
before we meet again for the|iiext budget we shafl be able to show that 
we have not been negligent in making prpvision for the education of 
girls — se(‘ondary as well as collegiate. t 

I hope, Sir, thilt the .statement 1 hUve iiiade*will satisfy the mover 
and that .slu^ will not jiress tlie motion to a ([ivision, 

KnjJOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA:* What about the Kamarunnessa 
Girls’ School in Dacca H . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think members who wish to put any questions 
by way of information may do so now, so that the Ilon’ble the Edu(‘a- 
tion Mini.TlW"Tiiay '.'aake one consolidated reply. 

Mr, NACENDRA NATH. SEN: The Hon ble the Minister for 
Education while explaining his department’s policy as wgards female 
education has not outlined Government’.s attitude tow^ards co-education. 
I should be glad to know' Government’s attitftde with regard to that 
matter, and^w'hether tjie Ilon’ble the Chief Minister is alive to the 
dangers of co*education and whether better aiuf ampler provision would 

be made in the budget for the sjiread of women’s education. 

. « 

• * 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, this is ^ vt^y important 
question, and the whole House* .should consider it. ^ , 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a very big is.sue, an*d it fliould be raised 
when secondary education is discussed. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: But Mr. Wordswofth has already 
raised it. • 

The Hoit’ble* Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: As regards 
Kamarunnessa Girls’ School, I had an opportunity of visiting this 
institution th€» other day^when I was at Dacca. It is a very deserving 
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institution and certainly it requires help. I have asked the authorities 
of this institution to submit a detailed scheme as to tl^e help they 
require, both recurring and non-re(mrring, and I have promised them 
that the matter will receive our consideration. But in view of tlie fact 
that the demands for expansion of girls’ education in Dacca itself are 
very great, I could not make anything like a definite promise. I can 
assure my honourable friend Mr. J. C. Gupta that when the budget 
is prepared next, if he is ready to give us any practical suggestions as 
to what should be done^ I . shall be only too ready^to hccede to his wishes 
and make whatever provision is jiyssible for helping that v<^y^qsp^ul 
institution. ' •*** 

r -• 

Begum FARHAT BAND KHANAM: »^ir, in view of the assurance 
given by the Hon’ble the Education Minister, I beg Ifeave of'the House 
to withdraw the motion. •- 

The motion was b} leave of the Hoiisf withdrawn. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I would now request the member of the sche- 
duled caste community io move bis 'motion, ’yjvbicb is No. 317. 
Mr. Sbj^ama Prosad Barmau will please move his motion now. 

• ' « IT ' 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; May I point out, Sir, that it is 
time that we adjourned for prayer? * 

' « 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ob, I am sorry. The House now stands adjourn- 
ed for 15 minutes. 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

{After adjournvhent.) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BbSE: May I have your permission to 
make a short statement? It won’t take more than two minutes. I 
have been informed, and as far as confirmation is possible from non- 
official sources it has been confirmed, that one of the Apdamans pri- 
soners on hunger strike of the name of Sudhendu Damtis dead. For 
the last two or three days I have tried to obtain confirmation from 
the Treasury Benches', but I have not succeed^. As far as my informa- 
tion goes, the news is correct. On receipt of the sad news I decided 
to withdrawPiny party from this House for the day. It is impossible — 
I say so Mr. Speaker in all seriousness — after the receipt of this sad 
news to continue our work in this House this afternoon. We withdraw 
from this House as a protest against the attitude of the Government 
of Bengal towards what we consider the reasonable demands of the 
prisoners. We withdraw from this House as a protest against their 
callous indifference towards human lives. I cannot trust myself to 
• * sAy anything more at present. I am prepared to reconsider my deci- 

sion if the Hon’ble Chief Minister or the Home Minister here and now 
coritradicts the news that Sudhendu Dam ,is «dead. 
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The Hoi^ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 'ibe Hon’bl« Home 

Minister is not here. But I may sny that I have also heard a rumour 
to this effeqjt. I may tell the Hoiwe that I have already sent a very 
urgent message to the Chief Comnlssioner iu the Andamans in order 
to get an authentic news. More than this at the ppesent I cannot say 
and I would ask* my friend to reconsider his decision at the present 
moment, because I have done what I could possibly have done iu the 
circumstances. I only hope and sincerely hope that this rumour is 
not founded on facts. 

JUr^ ARAT GHi^ijDRA B08^: Th^ statement of the Hon’ble 

Chief Minister to my mind practically confirms the sa(f news which I 
have received. * ^ 

The HOfl*ble A. Ki FAZLUL HUQ: I have not confirmed the 
death news. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: I m;f>’ assure you, Sir, that we 
mean no disrespect or discourtesy to the Chair. Bui we cannot con- 
tinue to be here thfs afternoon. After 'the attitififfe of the Government 

Bengal t(p\^ards the Andamans prisoners ye cannot but withdrtiw 

from the House. 

, • 

• • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: One. moiuftit Mr. Bose. 1 hope you will realise 
that this is our budget session. If it were not for the budget proceed- 
ings I would have in view of the absence of the Opposition, considered 
whether t he , ffo use should be adjourned or not. Having regard to the 
fact that for the budget discussion we have a fixed time-table I hope 

you will kindly realise that i have to continue the sitting. 

# 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: AVo appreciate \our difiiculty, 
Sir. » 

(The ron^ress Party then w'it])dr(‘w from tlie Chamhci-.) 

Babu 8HYAMA PR08AD BARMAN: I heg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 1,17,40,000 for eapenditure under the hdad “37 — Education — 
General” be reduced by Its. 100. • 

The member spoke in Bengali in support of his motioh. 

• 

Mr. ABDUR RAHAMAN SIDDIQi: Sir, before the debate pro- 
ceeds further could I beg of you to induce tfie Hon’ble Minister* in 
charge to declare his policy on each motion at bit earlier in the debate, 
because if there aie points in that policy which the House wishes to 
discuss it is debarred because the Hon’ble Minister iu charge generalljr, 
as I see, puts the lid over the discussion. If I am wrong according to* 
the constitutional practice you will perhaps correct me. 
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Tht Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: ^ir, I have listened with 
great attention to the speech delivered by my friend Mr. Shyama 
Prosad Barman and I wish to assize him at the yery outset that the 
question of giving special facilities^o the scheduled castes will be one 
of the primary c6nc€rns of this Ciovernment (hear, hear). I will 
just tell the House what little we have been able to *do and what we 
propose to do in future. I may tell my friends of the scheduled castes 
that I propose to disc uss with them their special needs /iitd require- 
ments and take their suggestion l)efore we make provision in the 
budget. 1 will give them the fullest opportunity to let •Government 
know what they spec^'^illy require p^nd 1 hope with^ their frjgn/lty^.^:;- 
operation I will be able to frame a budget which will be acceptable 
to every inember of the scheduled castes ,in this House. There is 
already a budget provision of Rs. 21,000 for giving special scholarships 
to BCiheduled caste students. The fVdlowing new provisions have also 
l>een made in the current year’s budget; — 

The Bengal Kngineering College — fwo scholarships of the annual 
4 value of Rs. 240 each tenable for one year: 

Two scholarships 'hif the annual value of Rs. 200 each tenable for 
, one year: ^ 

The Ahsanullah Schooll of Kngineering — two scholarships in addition 
to the existing three sidiolarships of the value of Rs 10 per 
month each tenable for two‘ years » 

In tlie Government School of Arts we have provided for two 
scholarships of the value of Rs. 7-8 each tenable for four 
years. » 

The scheme for special stipends for girls of the scheduled castes 
involving an annual cost of Rs» 4,000 has just been administratively 
approved and is awaiting provision of funds. We are starting a hostel 
for the scheduled caste .students of the Rajendra Memorial College of 
Faridpur involving a recurring expenditure of Rs. 640 and funds have 
been provided in the budget for the current 'year. In Tjlovernment 
aided schools, students of the scheduled castes will get free studentship 
up ,to 15 per cent, of t.heir enrolment as in the^case of Moslem students. 
We have placed the Moslem and the scheduled castes on an equal foot- 
ing. In Government colleges other than the Presidency and the Sans- 
krit Cofleges^the students of the scheduled castes will get free student- 
ship up to 5 p*4* oen\. of their enrolment subject to the minimum of 
two students, and three seats in each of the Training Colleges at 
Dacca and Calcutta have been specially reserved for the students of the 
scheduled castes. I admit, Sir, that we have not been able to do per- 
haps all that my friends desire but I can asure them, as I have already 
said, that if in the past Government has failed to come up to expeota- 
Hions of the scheduled castes there is no reason to apprehend that in 
the future there will be lack in that constant effort whioh is necessary 
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to bring up the student'iof the schediiled castes on the level with the 
students of other communities. Once more let me repeat that in 
framing the* budget'! will take tliA members of the* seeFduled castes 
completely 'into my confi(leiK*e and* they will be at liberty to make 
whatever suggestions they may think proper and necessary for the 
advancement 5f the students of their community. 

JBabu 8H/AMA PR08AD BARMAN: Sir, in view of the assur- 
ance given by the Hon’ble Minister I beg leave of the House to with- 
draw my motion. » . 

*^**^'l/f^,r»tion ma^ed diy Babii ShJ'ama ProsadViarmaij yas then by 
leave of the House withdrawn. , 

The HMi’ble Khwaja 8ir NA^IMUDDIN: Sir, in view of the* 
statement made by Mr. Sarat Chandia Bose may 1 make a statements 
Sir, (Government have receive^! a telegram from the Andamans handed 
in at 12-dO nopn to-day in wiich no deaths ane ^^jxirted, but there are 
only three in the “seriously ill’ * list. • 

Mr. M. SHAMStJDDtN AHMED: 'So far a^^^the three “seriously 
iir^ list is (‘(gicerned, we found this in the ney^spa|>e^ of this moniigig 
also. Did not the Hon’ble Minister get any further information there- 
after • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja" Sir ^NAZIMUDDIN: Tin* telegram was 
received at 12-80 to-day. 

(Mr. Mo Tjim ohan Das was going to move his motion No. 868.) 

•• 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. ,FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, liefore my friend 
liegins if you will kindly jiei'init I wAsh to make a short statement 
regarding the reservation of .seats in the (luru Training SVhools which 
won’t take more than a few minutes. ^ 

As regards the necessity for re.serving seats in the (him Training 
Schools for fhe students belonging to the scheduled castes, there was 
a similar motfon for reduction in the budget for the year 1982. The 
motion was moved by B^^bu Lalit Chandra Bal, «Babu Sarat Chandra 
Bal and Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarkar. The reply th^t was given 
by Government was this: “No. complaint of any disadvantage on the 
part of the scheduled castes in getting admission into the Tluru Train- 
ing Schools has been received by the Education DejiaTtment. When 
any such complaint is received the Department will give it its mo.st 
sympathetic consideration.” • « 

So far as this (Government is concerned, Government will be 
prepared to consider the question of reservation of more seats for the 
students of the sclleduled castes in such Guru Training Schools as ase^* 
Ifccated in areas largely inhabited by members of the scheduled com-^ 
mtinity. If thb members^ of the scheduled community can bring to myr 
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noiice any speeifir instance of disadvantage that has been felt, I will 
discuss the niatier with them and will try to remove the inconvenience 
as eaWy as jKHsiblc*. # 

Mauivi MD, MOZAMMEL HUQ: I beg to move that the demand 
of Its. 1,17,40,000 for expenditure under the head ‘W — Educaticm — 
General” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

(The member spoke in Bengali in support of the motioibi) 

Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABADI: Spoke in 
Bengali in sv-pport of (^ois mdtion, of wliich the follo'n'ing is aw^S^’j^fish 
translation: Sir, I beg to move tluit tlie demand of Rs. 1,17,40,000 for 
•expenditurp under Ihe head ‘‘d7— EdueatioA — (jeneial” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 

^Mr. Speaker, Sir, |here are three kinds of .dadrasas in Bengal,. viz., 
{!) Old Scdieme Madra? /2) New Scheme. Madrasa, and (3) Old Scheme 
National Madnusa. N<‘w Sclieim* Madrii'rJas are aftiliat(‘d to the Board -of 
Examination, Dacca. These Madrasias receive small amounts of gmnt- 
innaid from the De])aAment of Education. Monthly expenditure for a 
jurior Madrassi is Rs. 130. But only Rs. 40 or 50 are gjven by way of 
grant-in-aid. More money should be provided for them. 

Old Scheme Madrasas are affiliated to the Board of Madrasa' Exami- 
nation, Calcutta. These Madrasas are allowed to liold examinations 
under the said Board but they receive no grant-in-aid from the Depart- 
ment of Education. Tiiis is a great i?i just ice. These Old Madrasas 
have pi'oduced .4/c/n.s* who still exmciNt^ considtuable spirmtui influence 
on Moslems. Education not connected with religion has no value 
whatever. The irreligious and unethicaf education that is being 
imparted through modern Universities has been responsible for the 
steady rise of scepticism. Peace is being undermined in the country. 
It is through the medium of education like this that the cult of 
Bolshevism is disseminated. There is no gainsaying that religious 
training is absolutely indispensable. But it is a matter jf regret that 
the Education Department is quite indifferent to these Old Scheme 
Madrasas. No Madfasa excej)*! Madrasa 'TVlia and the Phurphura 
Madrasa re(<4ve any grant-in-aid from the Education Department. 
Nevertheless, the aforesaid Madrasas liave been showing satisfactory 
results in the evamination held under the Board of Education which has 
been formed by the Education Department. What is the cause of this 
uncharitable attitude towards these Madrasas? 

Among the Old Scheme Madrasas, there is another kind of Madrasa 
which is not alliliaied to the Board of Madiasa Examination, Calcutta. 
It will make for great good of the community if provision can be made 
to subsidise these institutions which have no connection with the Depart- 
mept of Education. If ihe Department of Education mifid it, they can 
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convert Old Schepie Madrasas into vocational institutions by open- 
ing tJnahi Medical Classes in them. The Oovernment of Bengal’s 
niggardliness towa/ds the Educatwn Department ds without any 
parallel. *lThe Government of^Madrdp spends Rs. 2,52,29,800 annually 
for Education ; 'the iJnited Provinces Government has an expenditure 
of R|. 2,06,85,335 to mak^ annually on account of Education; the 
Bombay Government’s education budget shows an earmarked amount of 
Rs. 1,60,68,000; the Punjab Government assign Rs. 1,60,00,000 for 
Education, wEile the Bengal Government incur an expenditure of 
Rs. 1^26,38,000 onl^^ fo;* Education. 

. ’ M D. ABoUl AZIZ : Spoke in Bengali. 

Mr. IDRI8 AHMED Mi>i: Spoke in Bengali of which the follow- 
iug is an English* trjinslation : — 

. Mr. Speaker, I want to*discyss a few things’ touf^iing the supervisi^Jn 
of education in^New Scheme Madrasas. Notwithi^nding a set of rules 
formally drawn up by !the Department of Education, it is not possible^ 
in the practical field to spot out the authority, having charge of the New 
Scheme Madrasas an3 to find out the nile.s governing these institutions. 
Viewed from fu\tside, one comes a(Toss such fa^ salaried officers as tlffe 
Assistant Director for Muhammadan Education, Assistant Inspector, 
ChairntaiB of the Dacca Board, Secretary, etc., who are responsible for 
the supervision of Moslem Education but it is hard to believe that they 
do anything personally. Instead of attributing to these officers desig- 
nations like Assistant Director, Assistant Inspector, et(i., for Muham- 
madan Education, it w'ill be quite to the point if they are called Moslem 
officers for education. * I am just briefly relating to you a true incident 
regarding the authority, if any,\wielded by these officers and their sense 
of right and wrong. If you think over^ this incident for, a moment, 
you will realize that the officers belonging to the Department of Educa- 
tion are mere puppets in the hands of Executive Officials, especially the 
Di>ti’ict Magistrate. You will further find how those officers, belonging 
to the Education Department as they do, trample Under their feet the so- 
called rules of ^the Education Deimrtment itself. As a matter of fact, 
there are no hard and fast rples of the Edii(*ation Department governirfg 
the High Madrasas. It is as well to say that the Dacca Bo^rd has got 
no rules of its own. In the Gaicutta University Code thc^e are -two 
sets of rules, viz., the one concerning the grants-in-aid and the other 
relating to the schools under the University. Nobody cafes to exert bis 
brain as to which of these should be followed by the Madrasas, nor does 
there seem to be anybody who deems it fit to have U separate set of rules 
for the Madrasas. You will be convinced of the truth of my statement 
as soon as I relate the incident in question. It is as follows : — Nineteen 
years ago a young lUan* passed the B.A. Examination with distinctiouLi 
and started a New Scheme Senior Madrasa in his own district. There was 
no such Madras^ at the time within 10 or 12 miles of the district. On 

24 
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eitii^ side of the Madi^jtjft^ wifhid a radius of. 4 ^^ miles from it ther^ 
were two M. E. schooll started by'f#o'^mmdarS'of the locality. In 
view of the prospect of their "schdo^f: bjin^'jlbolish^, the i^mindars too 
could not look upon the Mad?ask* ^4th’fayotir, not, to §peak of^the other 
handicaps hampering the working of the’Hadraisfe. ^s.a result of 
most strenuous exertions on the part of thp young founder who labour- 
ed day and night for it, the Madrasa flourished quite well and Govern- 
ment aid and sympathy were secured. But along with the daily 
improvement of the Madrasa the jealousy of a class of persWs also grew 
up. Ultimately there, was conspiracy which rpsulted in the specious 
halls of the Madrasa being set on fire. Premises, furniture and 
worth many hundrecfs of rupees were burnt to a^ies. H^ieTjpdsiti 
party fondly hoped that the Madrasa would die a natural death. But 
the founder was not to be daunted b^ it. "For long lie went on holding 
his class in the Juma Mosque of the village, in liis own and other 
ptople*s drawing ropins and even under the^'shadow of trees. In such 
hard times too the ajiiuber of scholars, instead of decreasing we^t on 
increasing for the simple reason that trhe founder did not work so hard 
^day and night out of any mercenary motiye. lie was a sort of honorary 
teacher imbued wiFit the ideal of Mr. Gokhale. In accordance with the 
fi^ovetnment scale liis salary was fixed at Its. 100 per mpiith, but with 
their permission he accepted only Its. 15 or Rs. 20 and devoted the rest 
to various kinds of works concerning the Madrasa. Of course, this was 
possible for him simply because he had the means of supporting him- 
self on a moderate scale. Be that as it may, through the grace of God 
he succeeded in erecting a pucca building for the Madrasa at a cost of 
Rs. 26,000. Half of this amount was paid by Gover nmen t, Rs. 5,000 
was his own contribution and the rest came Horn the people in the 
country. Thus he ran the Madrasa creditably for 14 years and helped 
several hundreds of poor men’s sons to master tlie three R’s. His 
influence with his countrymen also increased. lie became the leader of 
the Proja movement ^nd a member of the Local Board, the District 
Board, and other public institutions. As a result of all this the rival 
party began to encounter difficulties in the way of their illegitimate 
interests. In a body they searched for and found out'^^the means of 
t'caching a lesson to this Proja leader. A zamindar of the loc ality having 
got the opportunity of being intimate with the District Magistrate, 
they yould gratify their desire very early. Labouring under the mis- 
apprehension that it would put everything right, if the young man was 
driven out of the*' Madrasa, they addressed tliemselves to tliis task. 
Various were the pleas and devices discovered by them. Through the 
intermediary of the District Magistrate they succeeded in souring the 
mind of the Divisional Inspector of Schools. Never in the annals of 
the Madrasa had there been a visit paid by the Inspector. But this time 
he came to it on inspection. The leader of the opposite party had never 
paid a single farthing to the funds of the Madrasa. Nonetheless, he 
found a place among the donors. And although it was unlawful to 
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demand the membe/SMpiof Jth^ ccmpiittee ihedr physiol forcb, the 
Divisional autboritj^ confiri®^ iini^n tl^e <.o%je of tjie meml)er< Nor 
was this aldne, the ca 8 e/jli|;pow founder was curtailed in 

various ways. On the 'pretext ^f ^axrying^ oh the management in an 
amicable and friendly manner. The number of members belonging to 
the founder’s party was reduced and in their place men of the opposite 
party were appointed members. He who had devoted his lieart and 
soul to the establishment of the Madrasa was ousted from the office of 
the Chairman and .the District Magistrate was appointed chairman in 
his place. Of course, the* motive of all this was to harass the founder 
who +hese cuiHiin^? designs in ^ood faith anlV failed »t(r grasp their 
true significance. * • 

Then began the course ‘of persecution. On certain ridiculously 
trifling pr^exts a^ecmisition was signed to remove the founder from the 
secretarysliip. The leadea of tlie opj>osite ptwty, the authority of tiM 
M. E, Sclmol near the MadrasA who was a plejjd^and tlie first teacher 
of English in flie Madrasa who 4 uad to his .credit many qualities of 
Mirzafar, signed the rc(iuisition. The signature of thiee persons nof 
being enough tor the purpose, the teaclier himsel^^signed the name of 
his elder brother thoroughly well. Itelying on ^ this illegal and forged 
requisition, the*founder was removed from the office of the Secretary. 
Althou^^h tlie forgeiy was practically proved before the District Magis- 
trate who was also the chairman^ it was not accepted by him. In 
consequence of several bighas of land for sugarcane cultivation having 
been settled without salami in the name of tlie elder brother, he deposed 
that he asked his brother to put down his signature for him. Hut the 
fact remaine(T''iliat he *111111801! was able to read and write and was a 
veteran Muusi thoroughly versed in the art of wielding the pen. The 
Magistrate himself took down- this evide.nce and impartially gave his 
verdict on an oft'eiice of forgery ! 

Finding an opportunity of establishing a close connection with the 
Magistrate, as also, of whispering into his ears, they made allegations 
at their own aw^eet will. • A charge for no-rent fampaign had already 
been brought a^inst me on the ground of my having advised the tenants 
not to pay rents. It was proved false upon the in'iestigation made by 
the police. Next, the gun licence w^as cancelled. AHhmi^^li he had 
never before stood in the dock of any civil or criminal couit, eitlie;* as a 
witness or a plaintiff or an accused, they spared no pains to afford him 
an opportunity for it this time. Not being satisfied witll having him 
turned out of the Madrasa, an order was served on him under section 107 
and two securities of Rs. 400 were demanded on tlwe ground# that he had 
been preventing students from attending tbe Madrasa. But although 
they tried their best,* nobody agreed to give false evidence. Hence, 
the proceedings had 4 o Ite dropped. 

Through petitions signed by thousands of men he prayed for redress 
of those wrongs.# These petitions may, most probably, be found eveft 
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DOTT among the^^lei of the Department of Education. Our present 
Prime Minister, the Hon’ble Mr. i’azlul ^uq himself, sent a letter to 
the Divisional Inspector for redres^g this wrong. Not ouly this, but 
also an All-Bengal Proja Conference was' held at Kusthia in Nadia on 
Ist April 1934 uncJer the presidency of the present Prime Minister and 
ten or twelve thousand representatives of the tenants attended it. The 
following resolution was unanimously carried and circulated every- 
where : — 

A resolution adopted at the All-Bengal Proja Coiiference — 

* ‘Resolved that tips conference strongly] protests against various- 
wrongful oppressions that are being committed by' the antagonists of 
the Proja movement on the founder and director of the Senior Madrasa, 
who is a member of the All-Bengal Proja Samity and the organising 
Secretary of the District Proja Samity, in conniption with the Proja 
Sfcva, the Madrasa a;id matters related thereto, so as to harass him 
away from the Proja upoyement through ^ various pretence and cunning 
devices. In order to redress the wron^’ and injustice done to him, this 
conference draws the attention of the Government, especially, the 
Director of Public ‘Instruction, Bengal, the Inspector of Schools, and 
the Commissioner, Rajjphahi Division, Secretary, Board of Education, 
Dacca, the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police, 
Maid a.” 

Proposed by — Aftabuddin Cliaudhtiry, D’najpur. 

Seconded by — Tamizuddiii Khan, B.L., M.L.C., Faridpur. 

Unanimously carried. 

A. K. Fazliil Hug. 

President. 

Published by — Nazir Ahmed ChaudHury, Assistant Secretary, All- 
Bengal Proja Samity. 

Everything has be^n done. But far from securing any redress, 
even an enquiry was not made. And how can this be possible? It was 
learnt afterwards that^all the petitions had gone round tjie departments 
and ultimately fallen into the hands of tlie Divisional Inspector and the 
Chief Officer of the district. There is no more time to-day to further 
dw'ell on the story of oppression. It may be nec'essary to relate it later. 

I simply ask you to ponder over the tremendous sacrifice n\ade by one 
for the dissemination of education in the country and the help given at 
the instance ^^f another with an opposite interest even by Government 
officers to commit w'rongful oppressions on the former ! And the wonder 
is that they have got promotion to higher offices by committing oppres- 
sion whereas no trial or enquiry of any sort has been held regarding the 
oppression committed even to this day and I do not know if it will be 
held at all. In regard to this the present authorities of the Education 
Department 

^ The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Tfte Han’ble^Mr. A. K. Fazlul Buq. 

(As several members rose to speak Mr. Speaker said as follows.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope#you wiil realize that I have fixed a certain 
time ior the discussion of each item, but if the fiouse continues to 
discuss this matter of madrassa education till 7-15 p.m., of course I 
have no objection. 

(Two or •three Muhammadan members pointed out that as it was 
a very important matter, more time for its discussion mif^ht be allowed.) 

• • * * 

Mr. SPEAKER:. , J know that. » I know tha^the education problem 
can be discussed ^ot‘ months, but I have j?ot only a very short time 
in which I have to see that ^11 the topics are approached and discussed. • 

The Hlwi’bleMr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
free to admit that t^e qi*estion of encouraguig madrassa educatioiuin 
Bengal which has been exefcising the minds M the leaders of the 
Muslim commtinity in Efengal hiis not received tnat attention which its 
im[K)rtance deserves. I am also free to admit that though the 
madrassa known as^ old scheme madrasaas have the last few years 
l>€en receiving some attention, they have becm practically neglect 
up till three oi^four years ago. 

Sij, ^hating made these remarks, I* wish to tell the House very 
briefly the i)olicy which .this Government wish to pursue regarding 
the whole (juestion of madrassa education in Bengal. But before I do 
so, I wish to place before the House certain facts which will enable 
the members to realize that whatever difficulties there may have l)een 
in the way of Goverifraent in the past, they have been due to circum- 
stances over which we had ng contnd, and these difficulties may have 
arisen in pursuance of a policy which* we may not now^ approve but 
which was nevertheless the considered policy of the late Goveniment. 
The policy governing madrassa education has imdergone three import- 
ant changes since the introduction of the English system of secular 
education nearly a centitiw ago. At the outset,* the jwlicy was to side- 
track the madfassa system into a water-tight compartment outside the 
jrale of University education in spite of the suggevtiori for its inclusion 
therein in the dispatch of 1854. During the year 1871-7»1, this policy 
of passive encoura,gement was cdianged to one of active suppor}, as a 
result of which three madrassas were started at Dacca, Chittagong and 
Rajshahi. ^ 

About the year 1912 the inauguration of a fresh policy was con- 
templated. The feeling of the Muslim community with 'regard to the 
then prevalent system of madrassa education was reflecte<l in the 
following remarks contained in a Bengal Government Resolution, dated 
the 31st July, 1914*: — * * 

“The leading Muslims of Bengal have repeatedly expressed their 
desire for a general refonn of madrassas. They hold that the course 
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of studies pursued therein, whilst Qot being exclusively secular, should 
be such as is likely to produce cultured Muslims fit to enter one or 
other of the care^ers opened to edj[icated men and to play their part 
in the various activities which go to make* up the public life of modern 
India.” 

, Thus in accordance with the desire of the Muslim community the 
reformed system of madrassa education was inaugurated with the 
avowed object among others of bringing a specifically Islamic education 
into line with the reciuirements of the times. This Itjd to the conversion 
cf the majority of the exi.sting old scheme madrassas into reforaied 
tyi>e of madrassas and the oi>ening of fresh junii.r end higb-mediiTssaT^ 
all over the provbice. The reform thus inaugurated in 1915 in the 
system of madrassa education led to the oix»iiing of Islamic Inter- 
mediate Colleges and to the inclusion oi' a Department vd Lslamio 
Studies in the Dacca University in order to enable the students to take 
up''further studies University. 

Bearing, however, *n niind the deipand of the Muhammadan com- 
munity for real scholars versed in the Islamic lore, the old orthodox 
course with or witho^j English as an optional .subject was retained in the 
Calcutta Madrassa. The course of situdie.s in the Calcutta Madrassa 
was revised and title ciasses were added to this insi'itution. Some 
scholarships were also created. A scheme for the introduction of Tibb 
in the Calcutta Madrassa is being matured. 

While not ab.solutely debarring from Cc^vernment aid the other 
madrassas adhering to the orthodox course, it was decided that in future 
preference should be given to those that would adopt the new reformed 
course. This poli(!y has recently undergone a change. Tlie' old scheme 
Madrassas are now being accorded a more liberal treatment. In the 
present budget there is a provision for a ‘building grant of Es. 7,()()() to 
an old schemb madrassa, while a scheme for giving capital and recurring 
grants to another old tvpe madrassas is being matured. 

The allotment for grants-in-aid to madrassas being inadequate, 
neither the high nor tlm junior madrassas are in receipt of the minimum 
grants. (Toverument in 1922 agreed to a minimum gr9ut of Rs. 200 
a month to a high madrassa, but in view of the financial stringency 
no money (‘an be provided for tlie purpose. A scheme for an additional 
grant of Rs. 17,000 has already been administratively apj)roved and it 
is expectecUthat a part of the money will be available this year and that 
steps will be taken tb provide the whole of the amount in tlie next year’s 
budget. A sum of Rs. 2,600 out of Rs. 5,000 administratively approved 
f(jr grant-iu-aid to gkls’ junior madrassas has been provided in the 
budget now before the Asesmbly. 

As already stated the provision for making grants to junior madrassas 
qlso is admittedly inadequate, for meeting the demand from all the 
institutions. Till now the financial condition of the province stood in 
the way of more funds being allotted for the purpose. The question 
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has now been taken up and a scbeihe for providing* additional funds for 
grants-in-aid to madrassas of the reformed type and specially junior 
madrassas fo*r boys and girls is bein^ matured. , 

I can only conclude by sajring that after assumption of office as the 
Education Minister I began to make enquiries regarding the condition 
of madrassa education in Bengal. I have collected several statistics 
showing the number of madrassas both of the reformed type and Of the 
old type and junior madrassas of both types, the number of students in 
each institution anithe amount of fund which is being rei'eivcd by each 
madrassa and I propose to* go over the whole question with the help of 
the members of thfe House who are interested madpijm education 
and I sinc'erely hope that wlien we frame the noKt yejtfs budget we will 
be able to make sufficient provision for the madrassa education both of ‘ 
the old ancf the refbrm^ed type. I may mention to the House that so far as 
1 am concerned I do not pei'sonally make any distinction between the two 
classes of madrassas. I do feet that the madrassaj^f the old type have 
been deliberateTy neglecte'd in tli<i past and the ?ime has now come when 
the madrassas of the old ty])e should also receive proper recognition at th% 
hands of Government and institutions of. both kimi^ should receive that 
encouragement which can 1 k^ given to them for advancement of madrassa 
education and* education of the type which the*Muslims want amongst 
the MysHm ’community in Bengal. • 

If there is any other matter on, which the House requires any informa- 
tion I shall be only too glad to place that at the disposal of the members. 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: I beg leave to withdraw my 
motion. ' ’ ' % 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI : In the absence of the Congress group may 
I have your leave to move the amendment w’^hich stands in the name of 
Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think you cannot move an amendment stamling 
in the name of*anotlier. But in view of the special circumstances of 
to-day I am quite prepared to permit you to move a, short notice amend- 
ment of your own. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI ; Sir, with your permission I beg rb move the 
following short-notice amendment: * • 

That the sum of Rs. 117,40,000 for expenditure under the head “dT — 
Education — General” be reduced by Rs. 100. , 

The question of secondary education is a very wide one. My only 
intention is to draw the attention of the Ministry to a particular aspect, 
namely, the aspect \)f a'gricultural education as imparted in secondary, 
schools. We as a community are greatly interested in this question 
because the majqfity of us live in rural areas, , 
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The Catholic and Protestant denomination^ maintain 95 secondary 
schools of which 33 are High English and 62 Middle English Schools. 
In accordance with the scheme enanciated by the Education Depart- 
ment, we have agriculture in about half a dozen of these institutions. . 
We are enoounteiing certain difficulties, and I am absolutely certain 
that similar difficulties are being encountered by other non-Christian 
secondary schools. My only intention in initiating this discussion is to 
induce the Minister for Education to appoint a committee to consider 
the whole matter. With your permission, Sir, I shall try to place 
.before the House a bref account of the way in which this scheme 
originated. There was in December, 1924, a cyuference on agricultural 
education in wlJfjh among other things the following resolution was 
passed: 

“That it is desirable to reconsider the present cufricula 4 )f country 
schools above the primary standard in Bengal so as to introduce the 
ex‘periment of teach i/ig elementary agriculture combined with practical 
work in the fields.” nediately after this conference, a committee was 
appointed of which my friend Mr. Sta'ideton, the then Principal of the 
Presidency College, was the President. The committee visited the 
Punjab and paid sf>ecial ailention to the scheme of Mr. Brayne than 
\»hom Punjab had not a better friend and the Committe * submitted a 
report which was accepted with certain minor modifications in 1927. 
These minor modifications in my humble o])inion took aw‘ay fiom the 
scheme much of the virtue it had. The Gov ‘rnment resolution said that 
it had a two-fold aim : first of all to check the rush of students to qualify 
for higher education from colleges and so forth, and second, it was 
expected that many of the students after having gained the requisite 
training would adopt agriculture as their profe.ssion. Among the pro- 
visions which were arranged were the following : GO teachers were 
selected from special schools ahd they had to undergo a two-years train- 
ing at the secondary school of agriculture at Ramna, Dacca. As there 
was not sufficient acc^.mmodation for 60 teachers, they were sent in 4 
batches of 15 each. Each teacher was getting Rs. 10 per month during 
the period of training and also Rs. 10 })er month so long as he was 
teaching agriculture. The first battdi after obtaining the requisite 
thiining started teerchiug agriculture in certain schools from January, 
1930, and, the fourtli batch from January, 1933. It therefore follows 
that in December, 1933, there were 60 teachers teaching agriculture m 
the selected secondary schools. 

I shall now examine the operation of the scheme. I tried my best lo 
get this information officially from my old friend the Hon’ble Premier. 
But I must confess my questions were parried with the legal acumen 
for which he is so celebrated. The information which I place before 
the House is drawn from the report of the Director of Public Instruction 
^of Bengal and the successive reports of the Director of Agriculture. I 
guarantee their accuracy. lirst of all I find that instead of 60 schools, 
in 1934 there were 56 schools, in 1935 there were 51 schools and in 1936 
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there were 49. I am these fijrares merely to prove that the 

scheme was not the unqualified silccess it was expected to be. Under 
the originltl scheme, it was underdhood that out of flie 60 teacliers who 
would be sent for training,, 10 out* of each 15 would be from Middle 
English Schools and 5 from High English Schools. * It tlierefore follows 
that when the scheme wastn operation, it was expected that GO to 66 per 
cent, would be Middle English Schools and *14 to 40 per cent, would be 
High English Schools teaching agriculture. Actually what do we find.^ 

In 19-14 out of 56, tliere were 30 High English Schools and out of 51 
schools in 1935 there^wej-e 25 High Schools and out of 49 schools ttvaoh- 
ing agriciilture 25 were liigh schocils. That is say, th^ percentage of 
high schools was iftore than 50 i)er cent. IHiv aJ>?f^Tsubniit that the 
scheme was not an unqualified suc(‘e;^s. ^ • 

I sh^ll plact? before the House another set of facts collected by me 
regarding the schools t<^icliing agriculture ,which had either a garden 
or a farm attached to tliem? In 1934, accordij^ to the report or the 
Director of ^gricultuiV tlie t^tal area ot gaimui and farm was 219-4 
per acre; in 1935 the acreage came down to 216 and in 1936 the acrej^e 
came down to HUS. * . * 

The nexf t»hiug whi(di I.have to place before the House is the a|??)re- 
ciation of. the progress which liad beey made by these schoids. I find 
from tTie Report of the Director of Agtim ulture that in 1934. 25 per cent, 
of these scluuds were woriving very satisfactorily; 56 per cent, were work- 
ing satisfactorily and 25 per cent, were working unsatisfactorily. In 1935 
the Director of Agriculture says about -31 per cent, were doing excellent 
work, 25 per cent, ^vre doing goo<l work and about 44 ])er cent, were 
doing fair or iiidifiereiit work. T come to the next year, Sir, that is 
to the year 1936. In Part i of the IHport of the Director of Agricul- 
ture, there is no definite pronouncement but there is one very significant 
admission to which I would draw’ the attention of the House. There 
the Dii‘e(*tor .says tiiat in 6 out of 49 schools, tfiat is a])] 0 ()ximatel\ 12-o 
per cent., there was .snme profit made by working^ these gardens and 
farms. • 

The original estimated recurring exjjenditure per year .was 
Rs. 27,000. I know, Sir, that this amount is not a very large sum 
when compared with the total, amount spent on education, but I con- 
tend that in a poor country like ours we slnmld not allow*the waste of 
a single pie. I think the scheme as originally frahied4>y Mr. Stapleton 
was a good scheme, but I also hold that the scheme w'hi( h is operating 
at present is badly planned and that the fulle«t possibje advantage is 
not being taken of it. 

Again, Sir, I want to place before the House certain criticisms 
passed against th'ese schools everyone of which is drawn from Govejn-^p,, 
ment publications — either the Report of the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion or the R^pbrt of the Director of Agriculture. In one place it is 
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mentioned that these schools are n^t doing satisfactory work because 
the field work has to be done by the students after school hours. They 
are tired out and probably do not feel strongly the call of the plough. 
Then, Sir, we are ^Iso told that holidays generally coincide with the 
period when field work has to be done. No attempt has been made to 
adjust these working days with the holidays. Then again in certain 
schools when there are vacancies for agricultural teachers, they can- 
not be promptly filled on account of the insufficient numbbr of people 
who are or have been trained at the Dacca Farm. These teachers are 
not the proper type of men. They rarely take part personally but 
expect their Si<: Vnts tb do the work in the fields. I have bfeen to the 
Kowrapiikur Agriciulnrah School and have seen with my own eyes the 
Eeadmaster Mr. Miller go into knee-deep mud transplanting paddy side 
by side with his students. Fnless we can get hold qf this kind" of agri- 
cultural teachers I contend, Sir, that this scheme can never be a success. 
The selection of teache^^j^ wjiich has been m^de, I submit, has not been a 
right selection. Lastly, these teachers <ire regarded more as teachers 
of- ordinary schools subjects, such as English, Mathematic's, Geography 
but never as teachers* of Agriculture. If the aim of these schools is 
primarily to give train yig in agriculture, then emphasi^ should be 
given to the teaching of agriculture and nor to that of ordinary school 
subjects. ^ 

I contend. Sir, that teaching agriculture; and farming in school 
gardens is a mistake. According to the scheme every school which 
desires to teach agriculture gets a capital grant of Rs. 2,000 provided 
it has a farm which is 5 acres in area. On the other hand,- if it has a 
garden it gets Rs. 500 as capital ^.(rant. The garden is half .an acre 
in area. The school with a farm gets a recurring grant of 100 rupees 
a year for meeting deficits while the school with a garden gets Rs. 20 a 
year. It necessarily follows that a school with a farm would be more 
costly to Government than a school with a garden. In reply to one of 
my unstarred (luestioiis the other day the Premier stated that to collect 
this information would he exj)ensive so far as money and time aie 
concerned. I shall now give him the information which I Imve 
gathered. After HO years’ experience as a teacher, I am proud of being 
not only the leacher of people who now occupy very high positions but 
also of beingithe teacher of about •10,000 'school masters — I believe infor- 
mation gathered trom these sources is reliable. My information is that 
thoU|g)i this s(*heme has been in operation for more than six years, not 
more than oO students per year as a result of getting this agricultural 
training stick to the soil and that those who sti(‘k to the soil, do it 
becaiuse they cannot help it. 

, .. Ndw, Sir, I appeal to the Hon’ble Premier to appoint a committee 

to go into the whole question. I am certain that if he looks into the 
matter himself carefully, he will see that the criticisms* which I have 
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made are not one-sidedi that they are not ungenerous. These schools 
have a. twQ'-fold value, which, if carried out, will be of immense benefit 
to the country : first of all they woild give education in the rural areas 
and if they are properly impiementetl, they will give training in improv- 
ed agricultural methods which is so crying a need in this province. I 
make an appeal to the PreiAier to agree to luy suggestion that be should 
look into the matter himself and if possible, try to have the whole 
scheme revitwed in the light of experience already gathered. 

• 

Mauivi ABUL QVASEM: Mr. Speaker, Sir*, T wish to speak a few 
words on this imperfaftt subject. !\.lthough tluVdea o^^tablishing a 
Board of Secondary Education had been mooted iOile^adler Commis- 
sion and the Commission advocated the separation of secondary educa-* 
tion from* liigher •stages, tlie demand for the separation really came from 
the Moslem community i^liich lias been influenced by the expectation 
that the estahlisliment of a separate board woul^romove most of tCeir 
grievances wlfich are ndw retai^ling the progre.% of Moslem education 
in Bengal. I do not know, Sir, liow this Board is going to he consti- 
tuted. Will the ^Moslem be satisfied. with a t^oard in which the 
Moslem membership would he less than oO per cent.? Sir, T am defi- 
nitely appreCehding that when this Bill will%e brought on the floor 
of th{s legislature it will be subjected k) serious criticism only on this 
score, ^t is unfortunate that t^e task of revising this important Bill 
could not ]>e entrusted to a representative body. The system of public 
instruction that has grown up within the last 50 years is subjected to 
serious criticism because it has failed to provide equal facilities for the 
education of all communities. Sir, there is no room for extension of 
Moslem education under the jiresent system and unless this system is 
given a tliorough overliauling,* my submission is that it will be impos- 
sible for the Moslems to keep pace with tlie educational progress of the 
time. The reason why the Government has nqt been able to exercise 
any effective control over the development of secondary education is 
because the»GovernmeAt has had not any w«ll-thought-out policy. 
Now that the Trovernment has seriously taken up this question 1 would 
ask the Government to define its jiolicy in definite t^rms. I do not want 
to enter into a general discussion of educational policy bujl I think it 
my duty to say a few words ai» suggestions which the Government 
might take into consideration. In the first place, the* Board of 
Secondary Education should be a body fairly represented by all com- 
munities on population basis, and I think unless 50 per cent, is given to 
the Moslems I am afraid it will not be acceptable to this side of the 
House. Secondly, Sir, it should be borne in mind that the professional 
representation — by professional representation I mean representation of 
the Education staff — should not be allowed to override popular jrc^Jrtv- , 
sentation. We should certainly require professional experience but the 
real decision sfipuld always rest with the representatives of the people. 
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Now, Sir, I must conclude by saying that in '^his session we have goi 
large amount of ^lopes and assurances but we hope and trust that in 
next session we will get something more substantial and more tangible 
before the Ministers would ask us to give'^our support to them. 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(Aftfir Adjovrnment.) 

M&uivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, my hon’ble friend the mover 
of this motion has dealt with the subject of secondary education from 
one point of view. I would like, to place before ^fhe Hoj’se certain 
other asfyects ‘of'this problem. In doing so I .shall generally echo the 
, feeling that has be^i expressed on the floor of this House by my 
esteemed friend Mr. Abul Quasem. l^t will be seen, that the present 
system of secondary education is unsatisfactory? The dual control 
wlrlch is exercised upon the secondary schooFs, namely, control of the 
University and the co.'tol of (TOvernmeiCt is extremely unsatisfactory. 
This dual control should be’'done away Vith as soon as possible. Again 
J/ou know, Sir, that the Mo.slem community as well as the schedule 
caste communities ^ere awakened to the necessity of the western 
e(ki(ation only recently. If we look to the di.stribution o’^ the secondary 
schools throughout the province, what we And is that in those^^areas 
where the Moslem and the schedule caste ]>eople preponderate’ there 
are very few’ high and other secondaky schools whereas in the areas 
where other communities, I mean the high caste Hindus, preiKUiderate 
there is large number of .schools. I do not blame any one. 1 do not 
blame the high caste communities in Bengal in having schools in their 
own areas; in fact, most of the private schools are the result of the 
efforts of the high caste communities and naturally they thought fit 
to establish, iliese schools wnere they preponderate. I also give 
expression to the feelings of gratitude of other communities towards 
members of high ca.de communities for establishing these schools 
althou,gh these schools are generally situated in their owm areas. Other 
communities have also greatly benefited from those schools. But there 
is no gainsaying the fact that the redistribution of these schools is 
highly necessary. Those areas w’here therp are no schools or there 
are very fejv schools should be provided w’ith an adequate number of 
secondary ^^(hools. These are the main things which necessitate the 
establishment of a Board of Secondary’ Education. Sir, in answer to 
a supplementary question the other day the Hon’ble the Chief Minister 
gave us hojx^ that he expects to be able to introduce legislation for the 
purpose of eL.tablishiiig a Board of Secondaiy Education in the next 
session of the Assembly. I hope this expectation will materialise. In 
this connection, I w’ould say that I agree with my friend Mr. Abul 
Quhsem in saying that in constituting the expected board of secondary 
education the claims of all communities should be adequately considered. 
Seme time ago, Sir, a tentative scheme was published in the papers. 
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It was extremely unsatisfactory from our point of view. If that is 
the kind of the Board of Secondary Education which we are getting, 
I think th^t will never satisfy thf Moslem community, and I do not 
know how far this will satisfy the piembers of the schedule caste com- 
munities. I submit it is too late in the day to relegate the claims of 
the Moslems and schedule .caste people to neglect and indifference any 
longer. I therefore think that the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and 
the whole Cabinet will keep this asj>ect of the question in view in 
framing thefr proposals for the establishment of the Board of Secondary 
Education. Now^ Sip, the other day the question of the affiliation of 
the Sandwjp High English School was raised before this House. This 
is a sore questioir and I think through inadvei^ancf>4trt* HoiCble the 
Chief Minister did not give any reply. Sir, tf tj^^^Moslem community 
of Sandwip were not law-abidhig people, I think they would have* 
thought of rising iiv revolt against the department in not lieing able to 
have their school recognfsed, in spite {)f strenuous efforts made during 
a long i>eriod of time.^ WhVn the Board of ^^condary Education is 
established, (juestions like this will l)e successfully tackled by the 
board, but so far as the Sandwip school is concerned I think somethii^g 
should be done l>efore the Board is established. SThere is also another 
question. 1^ do not think (lovernment has \^et come to any decij^on 
but that also seems to be *a very important ([uestion, namely, the 
(juesii(|p (If deprovincialisation of Got'ernment schools. Of course if 
this is done . » 

(The member having reached the time limit, resumed his seat). 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, Ix'fore the Si>eaker conti- 
nues, may I a.sk the»IIon’ble the Chief Minister, through you, to tell 
us whether an\ news has come confirming the information given to this 
House b\ Mr, Sarat Chandra- Bose. . 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I made enquiries 
during the recess, and I am glad to inform the»House that the informa- 
tion at the disposal of Government shows that the rumour is absolutely 
groundless. * ^ ’ • 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to supiK)rt Dr. II. Mukh^rji. 
The gentlemen present *in the As.sembly should realise the pitial)le 
Condition of the teachers of the secondaiy schools and al^o of primary 
schools. They have entertained high hopes so that we Jiiay to some 
extent alleviate their conditions. They are all hi;ghl;'i»(iualified men — 
some B.A.s and M.A.s — also there are some less (lualified men. But 
how they are looked upon by the Department? I’eople of the same 
qualifications receive higher salaries, and they are fortunate. The 
])rovision that has 'been made in the budget is totally inadequate to 
ameliorate the condition of these poor teachers. Government, as we 
have learned from Hon’ble the Chief Minister and the Finance Minister, 
are not expected to introduce drastic changes over night. But if they 
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want to do some service to these people and to„the other down trodden 
people, these drastic changes will iiave to be made. If any drastic 
changes are made,' it should be mad^ by abolishing the ornariiental posts 
of Commissioners of Divisions, Dep.ity Director of Agriculture and the 
Deputy Inspector-Generals of Police. This may be cut down and the 
money diverted to the nation-building departments like education, 
agriculture and so forth. But I think the Ministers are now hesitating 
to take this step, because they did not listen to the aipendment of 
giving them less salaiies. Sir, chanty must begin at home. Had 
they received less salary they could have made drastic changes in the 
budget, and it would ^be easy for them to make prrp^isions for nation- 
building dei)ari’!t!Cc*rts. Now, the Hon’ble the Chit^f Minister is hesi- 
jtating because when ''they have not accepted a lesser salary, how could 
they make drastic changes in the de]>artment. Sir,,. I do not know 
whether’ these gentlemen realise that these poor 'teachers of primary 
and' secondary school'll are crying for redress, and I believe that their 
cry would not go in wdif. Then again 'I fully agree with my friend 
Mr. Taniizuddin Khan with "what he said about the dual control of the 
iJniversity and of the Department. j 

Sir, this has given rise to many ditficultics. I know, and as my 
friend Mr. Abdul Latif Biswas hinted yesterday, — pe'iHa])s he also 
knows — of some schools that Iupt not got recognition from the Univer- 
sity for three years. I am sor-ry to .say. Sir, that most of' these 
unrecognized schools have been organized' and started by Muham- 
madans. The scheduled castes too. Sir, suffer from the same dis- 
advantage. It is regrettable that there should be communalism in 
the University. It looks like that, but I do not know whether it is 
actually so or not. 

Then, again, the treatment pf teacheis and other people under the 
control of thfe University is quite shabby, as they have been shabbily 
treating the pressmen of the University who submitted a i)etition to 
the Registrar of the University to ameliorate their condition, but to 
which the Registrar pai(J no heed. As the piessmen have I'een shabbily 
treated under the very nose of the Vice-Chancellor of* the Calcutta 
University, so are tl^e teachers also treated .shabbily. 

Then, I would like to point out another thin,g. It is that when the 
public try to set up a secondary .school in a particular place, Govern- 
ment do nof come forward with proper help. This is particularly the 
case with regafu to the efforts made by Muhammadan and scheduled 
castes. I would take one specific case. Sir. 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 

(One or two members rpse to address the Hou.s<^.) 

Mr. SPEAKER : I think I shall have to close the debate at 7-15 p.m. 
Do jou want to give an opportunity to the Eon’ble the, Chief Minister 
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to speak or do you want to speak yourselves? That is, however, 
entirely for you to decide. t 

(As no*one rose to speak, Mr. t^jieaker called ui)hn the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister to speak). ^ , 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 must confess that 
I was not prepared for tJhe* speech delivered by my friend Dr. Mooker- 
jee on the liasis of statistics which I am not prejMired either to accept 
or to contradict, but I can tell him at the very outset that the motion 
which he was to have moved related mainly to the policy of jrrants-in- 
aid to the schools, an<l on that point 1 wish to ‘make the position cleaf. 
Tlhe previmis Go^"?rn*nfent for purpb.ses ot facility of auilhi made a rule 
that grants-in-aid sliould be given half-yearln instc^ftf of monthly, and 
as soon as this rule was mlide kpown protests cd?ne from all quarters.* 

I have sfopped giving effect to that rule and the matter is now under 
the consideration of Gov^*inment, and I thipk that some satisfactory 
solution will be arrived at. * There need therefore be no appreHen- 
sion that thenmle will lie enfon^d without suftident opportunities being 
given to the public to express their opinion. « 

As regards the »Committee to which* my friei?4s has referred, I can 
tell him tliat I shall be only too glad to have a Committee provided^he 
can furnish life witli the details as to what he really wants me to do. 
and ^s regards the terms of reference ■•to tlie Committee. As soon as 
information on tJliese points is^ supplied, 1 would discuss the matter 
with him and I shall gladly appoint a Committee on the lines he has 
suggested. 

Turning now to some matters of great importance regarding 
secondary education fn the province, my friend Mr. Abul Quasem and 
also my friend Maulvi Tami;^uddin Khan have referred to the contem- 
plated Board for the control of secondary education. As js well known 
t£e idea of having a secondary board of education is not new. The 
Sadler Commission recommended some institution of this kind, and 
since then drafts have been prepared, discussed and rejected with tlhe 
result that no practical’results have yet been achieved. When I came 
into office I f5und a draft re^dy which did not satisfy me. That draft 
had allready been .sent to the Universities of Calcutta and Dac^, 
and somehow or other that draft found its way to tlie P^ess, and all 
at once, without satisfying theanselves, wdiether that was th^ draft 
which Government intended to produce before the legislature, a certain 
section of the Press which is always ready to criticise, at once took 
up the cudgels on behalf of tlie general public and (criticised Govern- 
ment for going to introduce a Bill which they* characterised as reac- 
tionary. I may mention one jiarticular item to this House, and that 
is as regards tlhe representation that is proposed to be given to the 
various interests. • In ‘that projmsed Bill the representation to he given mm 
to the Muslims was only 11 per cent., but even that raised a storm 

of protest fron^ certain section of the Press as being excessive, and this 
* 
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afternoon I have heard from some of my friends that nothing less than 
.a representation of 50 per cent, will satisfy tne Muslim community. 
So the House can at once judge tli^ difficulties ahead wheji this Bill 
will come before tlie House for discussion. It is not for me to suggest 
whether tlie claimsoput forward on l)ehalf of the Muslims community 
or on behalf of tlie scheduled (astes, or on b.ehalf of any other commu- 
nity are justified or not. That will be for the House to consider and 
decide, but I can well foresee that u'lhatever the draft Bill may be, it 
will not have an easy passage through this House. Therefore, it is 
all the more necessary that the draft Bill should l^e carefully prepared, 
and, if possilile, that there shoul([ be something in the way of an 
agreed settleil^tt^s regards controversial matters as much as possible. 
With this end in vit^Y,,! propose to submit a draft that I have already 
got ready and which is with me, for discussion, to the leaders of the 
various sections of tliis House, so that tliey may. let me have their 
vieiys and help me to make the Bill ready foi presentation at the next 
session of the Assemif^y. My friend Mculvi Tainizuddin Khan has 
complained that many jiroipises have leeii given hy this Government 
a^id many hopes have been raised and he cherishes the expectation 
that those hopes will be soon realized. As regards the Board of 
Secondary Education, I can give him this assurance — I have got the 
draft Bill almost in my pocket and I c^in produce it now — that I shaill 
send it to him at the time I send it to the leaders of the various groups 
in this House for consideration and connieiit. And he may rest assured 
that by the time the Assembly meets again the draft Bill will be ready 
for presentation and discussion. The only otlier j)oii)t to which my 
friend Maulvi Tainizuddin Khan has referred was about the Sandwip 
school. I extremely regret that the case of the Sandwip school is only 
too typical of tlie manner in which tlie Calcutta University has treated 
the question of recognition of the various high scliools in this province. 
I am very sorry that none is present here to speak on behalf of the 
Calcutta University, h\\i none the less I think that I owe it to myself 
and also to the authorities of tliat school to say that for the last five 
years tliis school has be-ui struggling to get recbgnition, and I am per- 
sonally inclini'd to Indd the \ iew that the Calcutta University has 
refused rer-ognitioii op very insufficient grounds. This, Sir, is not the 
only case in which such a thing has occurred. There are thiree other 
instances to my knowledges: one is in Jhe district of Bakarganj, one is 
in the distnct of Rangpur, and the third is in the district of Chitta- 
gong, in which applications tor recognition made by the schools have 
been refused by the (hilcutta University. Only the other day a case 
like this cam^ up in which affiliation was refused on the ground that 
the headmaster was a man of undesirable character. I wanted an 
inquiry to be made, and it appears that that headmaster had helped 
the Police in bringing to trial a certain terrorist. That, Sir, is the 
kind of reason on which the Calcutta University has been refusing 
recognition to schools. I have no doubt that these instances render 
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it all the more uecessarf that a Regard of Secondary Education should 
he constituted without any delay, |ud I would appeal to all sections 
of this House to g'ive me their fullest help and co-operation in pre- 
paring the Bill and placing *it on the statute-book.# I will very soon 
place the draft in the hand^ of honourable members, and I hope they 
will give the provisions of the Bill their earnest consideration and try 
to come amongst themsetlves to something like an agreed settlement on 
the controversial points. 

Now, I want to say a •few words on the question of the deproviucia- 
lization of ’scheols.' Tlfis question ^as considertM soni^e.Viine ag(^ aiul 
rejected by the previous Government, and 1 t^in^iy say that this is ^ 
a subject which is bristling Vith •difficulties. There is so much to be 
said on hdth side? of the question that I have not been able to devote 
much time and attention .to it or to come to a definite conclusion, as 
to what should be done. Therefore, on this^qu/;tion I am afraid T 
have got to say that Gbvernme^t have noj been able to arrive at a 
settled policy. The question is not very easy of solution, and if an»^ 
when the time com^s for thi^ question to lie taki^i up for a solution, 

I hope honourable members will be able to let me have constructs 
suggestions a?s *1o wliat should be done in ca>e our schools are to b(‘ 
deprovincialized. x\t the present moment, however, we propose to do 
nothing *in this direction, unles?^, of course, there is a clear mandate 
from this House as to any j>articular policy whi(;h they w’ant us to 
pursue, in which case 1 shall, of course, be only too glad to carry 
out the w'ishes of the House. 

« 

I do not think, Sir, there is anything further I can say, and 1 
can only repeat what I said al the very beginning that, so fas as tin* 
question of secondary education is concerned, it is one 'of the most 
important questions that we can take up, and I hope that if there are 
any suggestions to be made in this matter of 'pursuing a particular 
policy regarding secondary schooils concerning the budget that is to i>e 
framed next I, would request honourable members of the House to lot 
me have their specific suggestions. .i, 

I (have nothing further to add, Sir. 


Mr# W. Ct WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there are only 
three minutes left before you will now put the demand to vote, bift 
may 1 say a word from the point of view of the University ? 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid I must tell you that at 7-15 the 
guillotine will fall. Perhaps, what you intend to say now you can say 
in connection with European Education ? 

S/i 
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Mr, W, C. WORDSWORTH: -AVTiat I wish to say, Sir, does not 
concern Eurojican Education, but J^efers only to the reco^ition and 
affiliation policy of the Calcutta University, to which the Hon’ble the 
Education Minister has just referred. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I am very unwilling to allow you to make a 
speech now as the time is very short, bui if it is in the nature of an 
explanation on behalf of the University then you can speak. 

Mr. W. Qg^^WORpS WORTH; 'That is so, S’ir. ,I -wnsh.to say only 
this that recognftk'U of ^schools is decided by the Syndicate, acting on 
the advice of a ^Schoo^ Commit tee — a large Committee of about 15 mem- 
bers, 1 am tlie only member of that .Committee who ir at the moment 
present in tJiis House. It is quite misleading to' suggest that reoog- 
nition can be given (fr refused lightly. < The Committee meets every 
week, it considers cai\*fully the case of Vvery school, iUgoes through 
jjie reports j)iit in by Governmeut lnsj)ector8, and it is quite impossible 
for u school to be gjren oi refused recognition except after full consi- 
deration. The Universily may make mistakes, but it is never casual 
or negligent in this matter. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERilEE: In view of what has fallen froln the 
Hon’ble Minister I beg to withdraw nij’ motion. 

The motion was then by leave of the house withdrawn. 

The main demand that a sum of Bs. 1,17,40,000 be granted for 
expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that Bs. 10,97,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — Anglo-Indian 
and European.” 

^ Mr. W, C. WORDSWORTH: 1 beg to move that the demand for 
Anglo Indian and European education be reluced by Bs. 100. 

My object is to draw attention briefly to the difficulties of the 
Anglo-Ind'i'an and European schools, to invite the friendliness and 
sympathy of the House, and to thank the Government and the other 
benefactors of these schools. Their difficulties may be briefly 
desciibed: They are the familiar difficulties of Indian schools, with 
certain additions. These schools are in difficulties, and they could not 
•'do the work they are doing in..this province if'it were not for the 
valuable unpaid labour of the many members cf religious Orders who 
gn'e their lives to teaching in Bengal. Even so, it is as much as the 
si hools can do to carry on their work, and there are ver}^ few, if any, 
that are not in serious embarrassment. One hardslnp is that they 
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have to do a great deal* of work fdr charity because they are serving 
a community that in whatever parl^ of the w^orld it i*s, required by its 
sentiments and traditions, ^ educt^tion for all its children as an 
imperative equipment for life. The separateness o4 European educa- 
tion is only a w*nrkiiig arrangement arrived at for the convenience of 
Government ; it is not a consequence of race conciousness or race 
aloofness. iUt hough we call these schools Anglo-Indian and European 
kScIiooIs I may remind you that they are appreciated by the Indian 
community. In most«oMhem there are India^i boys and girls. By 
the European^'od^ 25 j)er cent, of* the pupils ^^f a E^iropean school 
may be non-European, and in many of them th^it pen*intage is readied, 
and there is still pjessiire for admission. Sindian children in • 
European *schools, are full members of the schmd in all senses; they 
aT'e welcome in all tlteir activities and are tn'ated as any other pupils; 
the> are found in all classes, .among the prize w'i^ners, in the footlTall 
an(] hockey siiles; they «r(‘ ticking their part *in all activities. 1 may 
mention that they sometimes taTvc their paft also in their schoids’ i% 
activities as a Govenior of !‘ii)me schools. »I occasionalh see Indian 
names in the lists of tho.se who have forgotten to pa\ tludr fees. 
These schooL^ have a numhey of Indian teaches; they hav(‘ a large 
number of Indian emjdoyees of one kimj or another; and tin* 10 lakhs 
that are asked to vote for them to-day, is not all .spent on Anglo- 
Indian and Euiopean chilch’cn. ^ 

Then again I should point out that the European schools are 
moving very rapidly towards tlie Calcutta Cniversity. Their hoys 
and girls go up for Ihe Matriculation and many of them for the 
jliitermediate Examinations. .They .send their pupils on to Indian 
colleges to prepare themselves for the degree. All this is o^im])ortance. 

Until recently Euro])ean education was a reserved de])artnient. 
Its special rteserved character has disai)peared it is iioav an ordinary 
jiaj't of the admiiiistratiiyi, and for the first tiiye it comes under the 
administration # of an Indian. Our Minister for Education is the 
Minister for European education. In achninistering this small depant- 
ment he is assisted by a Btjard of Advisers, and he wdll find that it is 
a ver\ vigorous and pertinacious adviser. It does it.s wort, I make 
bold to say, thoroughly and it is trusted as repre.sentatife for our 
European schools. On that Board the University hiw a member. 
Tliat member is our pre.sent Vice-Chancellor and it is not nece.ssary 
to tell this house how useful a member he is. .The European (^oin- 
munity in Bengal fs coming into closer touch with the Indian coinmunity 
in all ways. One of fny chief reasons for .speaking this afternoon is to 
invite the sympathy *iid friendliness of (mr Indian friends. The, 
European schools naturally hope that their position will improve. 
TLej have a grant assured to them by Statute, the average of the 
last 10 years. They hope«for more, but not at the expense of Indian 
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education. They hope that Indiana education’ and European educa- 
tion will advance and improve and*^be benefited together..* They are 
unable to understand how education can advance in part ; it must . 
advance as a whole/* 

Judging by the discussion of yesterday perfect Moslem and Indian 
accord would be an admirable thing for the education of our province 
if we can bring it about. Similarly I appeal here for perfect Indian 
and European accord, without which the European schools cannot be 
c'lasy or do their best woik. 

. Mr. J. W. Ciii:pP£NDALE: I rise to ask the support and 
sympathy of my Indian brothers and 'sisters in tliis Assembly. I need 
not remind them tliat we are members of a small co-mmunity and accord- 
ing to the language of the day a minority community. We are poor 
and desparately poor. Most of our education is, given to us by charity — 
the charity of chunihes and of religious bodies and of the British nuns 
of the various orders we see spread out throughout the whole province. 
Now, we ask the sympathy, the kindliness and friendliness of this House 
in our endeavours improve ourselves. The foundation which we seek 
for education is religion. We believe that religious education in all 
institutions leads to the best education. Furthermore we als 9 , V^elieve 
that for education itself certain subjects arR necessary for the Anglo- 
Indian community, as for instance, rightly or wrongly we believe that 
Latin and Greek should be taught in schools in order to make us quite 
familiar with the English language and to have a working knowledge of 
the same. We believe also in the elementary ecfucation at least of the 
natural sciences, : Some sort of knowledge in Physics and Chemistry ir. 
order to advgmce us in economic life. Are these things to be despised? 
Are they not necessary for the community? 

AVith all the help that we get from the religious bodies, ])erhaj)s this 
House will be surprised to learn that then' is a considerable num])er of 
boy.s and girls in tlie city of (’alcutta who are roaming qbout the streets 
of Oalcutta because they are unable to pay their ordinary scliool fees. 

I myself have made' four appeals and sent tJiem to various bodies and 
persons whcm I Imow and I am trying my level best just to raise a little 
monev for^he school fees of these children, but I cannot get it. Further- 
more as the Hon’ble Chief Minister liimself knows many of our school 
buildings are sadly in need of repairs. There is one school that con- 
tracted a debt of about Rs. 8,000, not for the purpose of extension but 
for the purpose of maintaining the existing building and keeping it 
wind and water tight and doing other necessary repairs. What is the 
result? Eight years have passed and yet that dpbt has not been repaid. 

We want also ordinary laboratories. If you go to any school and 
ask “where is your laboratory” you will find that it does not possess one. 
If it does, it is of the most elementary charaeter. 
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I do not want to taljB up the valuable time of the House but at the 
same time I must mention certain either facts (^nnected with the distress 
and indigence of the community. ^That is the reason why I appeal to 
you for help. Look at the^ Bengal Civil List which is being sent to 
every member of this House ; go through the pagesf of the Civil List 
carefully and you will find* that it is melancholy reading so far as the 
Anglo-Indian Community is concerned. These are the facts which I 
have collected together. I do not desire to go into the details of those 
tacts. Suffice it for my purpose to mention shortly and as briefly as 1 
can the following fac4s:, (1) there are 257 Doputy Magistrates out of 
whom four.aiig^Aiiglo-Tndians ; the Jast appointi^ent was in 1921 — none 
after that. There afre 379 Sub-Deputy Magistrates 

(The member having re«ched%the time-limit, Resumed his seat.) 

• • 

Mr. C. CRIFFlfHS: , Mr. Speaker Sir, I. rise to suj)})ort our Honjble 
friend Mr. Wordsworth and ^oin him in thanking our new Minister of 
Education ihe HoiCble 3Ir. Iaz|^ul Huq and the Cabinet for our grant of 
Its. 10,97,000 voted expenditure lor the year 1937-38 under the heagl 
“37 — Anglo-Indiaii. and EurO^x'aii Educatfon” i^iich compared with 
that of the previous years, viz., Its. 10,05,000 shows an increase ol 
its. 32,000 but*if we were to •take the total gmif^ voted and non-voted we 
have only its. 11,02,000 against Its. 12y«S7,000 a deficit of Its. 1,85,000. 

In the circumstances tl^eiefoi#, it is gratifying to find that the burden 
of })roviding for the Iteformatory School, and the expenditure other than 
Anglo-Indian and European in the districts of Darjeeling and the Chitta- 
gong Hill Tracts have been transferred, tlius affording us some relief. 

This removes our *ai)prehensioiis as to the future, now that a new 
stage has been reached in the lii>tory of Bengal with self-government 
in the hands of tiie people of this couittry and a Minist^;^^ composed 
entirely of the nieinber> of the (wo major communities — Muslims and 
Hindus. 

If one iiood turn destuves another, then to-day in our need no better 
turn could be* Jone us in apjneciatioii of the woA done by our forbears. 
For example men like AVilliam Carey, John Marshman and Willij^m 
AVard the immortal trio oS Serampore who about I'JO years ago built at 
a cost of over Rs. 2,25,000 the Serampore ( olb‘ge, that-rnassKe structure 
which stands facing the river Hdoglily for the education amj weKare of 
Bengali Students, botli Christian and non-Christiaik ^ 

Sir, I have already stressed during the budget discussion the dire 
poverty the members of my community have fallen into for^want of work, 
brought about by the so called Indianization of the services, when 
members of our comifiunity were removed to make room for the members 
of another, both bein^ Indians, 

It should always be remembered that we form one of the component 
parts that go t(^ make up the peoples of Bengal and that our future 
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entirely depends on the ec/ucation we receive. We along with the other 
middle classes of' Bengal^ need skilled employment to enable us to live 
in our own style, and up to the standard te whicli we are accustomed. 

All around we find an attempt ^made tp raise the standard of the 
poorer Indians while the middle classes are not considered. It should 
not be forgotten that the middle classes generally form the backbone 
of a country, and if neglected the whole complicated movement of our 
economic system will be destroyed. However the burden^ef providing 
the cost of education for the children of the poorer members of the Anglo- 
Indians falls mainly on* the Schools, since the parents through want of 
employment are unab),e to pay the f jes, and with the, lo^.scflle of wages 
now offering all round, ^the cost of education in our better schools is 
• practically being plao'^d beyond the r^‘ach pf most of us. 

The position has become so acute tlmt the district 'charitable society 
has found it necess<ary to widen their scope of, activities and to help our 
Sctools by certain cimtributions, so thatj the children of respectable 
Anglo-Indian families who have fallen evil days, may be moved from 
Vgidesirable surroundings. 

rile recent appeaU mad(* by* the Bishop of Calcutla both here and in 
I.^nndon for funds, for our Schools as reported in the ])ress will show to 
what straits our schools have been reduced. We havt* no wealthy men 
who retire in Bengal to leave us donations, and on this matter I ^night 
<3uote what the Metropolitan had to sa^y with regard to Cdiurch Schools 
“that in India th(\v possess(‘d no r(*tired c/ass among Kurojieans; the 
latter retired to England and there remained in India no such class to 
;jL‘ontrihute io Ehurch funds.” 

(Government grants also have been cut from 'lime to time and the 
stipends formerly given to the ])oorer pupils have been stop])ed. Surely 
a community that loyally supports and stands by the (lovernment is 
deserving of some consideration. Again our Schools make provision for 
25 per cent of non-Eiv'oi)eans and are well })atronised by Indians, so 
there should hardly lx* any question raised regarding our grants, which 
benefit all, and in this Muinection I would like to repeat what I .said last 
year on the floor of this House. 

lo efficiently maintain our institutions in B<^ngal tin* annual cost is now 
over 57^ lajfhs of rupees and the grant is just a little over 10.^, lakhs, 
leaviiif’' us^fo find the balance, viz., 27 lakhs. xVssuming that by 
enhanced .school teeji a littb* over oO i)er cent, of this amount is realised, 
the remainder is got from our endowment funds. 

. But to-day we are to make provision for the admi.ssion of 25 per cent, 
of iion-Euroj)’ean.s into our schools and only 15 per cent, are to be slhjowu 
on the register foi* the purpose of maintenance-.t-grant calculated on 
attendance. , 

Surely to educate the 25 per cent, of non-Europeans, at present 2,667 
pupils out of a total of 11,853 it is necessary to utilise a quarter of tho 
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Oof«riiment grant and a quarter of our e'ndowinent funds, and if we were 
to debit the latter sum against thei former it jrill be seen how little we 
do get from Government in the way*of grants. * 

It is therefore to he hoped that*Indians of political thoughts will 
realise that childten of their community are receiving educational 
advantages provided by benefactors in the past solely for Anglo-Indian 
children and that consequently (Tovernnient grants to our schools will 
be increasingly liberal as time goes on 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K.4^AZ1,UL HUQ: Thfs is the first occasion* 
on whicli»this pci't of the Budget is being presented by a Minister for 
Education, and I cannot l^t this opportunity pass without paying a very 
well-deserved tribute to the» great services rendered to the cause of 
Anglo-Indian<\nd Euro|^‘an I^ducation in Bengal by Sir John Wood head 
who was in charge of this Branch of Education under the old regim<^ 
Sir, as regards this J)epartmei*t, I may tejl the Tio^se that this division of 
Education — European and Anglo-Indian and Education — General is due 
only as a inSt^er of working convenience and Moes not arise from any 
desire to rgise any racial ditterentiatiou. There is a provincial Board 
whicli f^orks as an advisory body, and a meeting under the Chairman 
shij) of the Member in chal’ge ot^Eurojiean and Anglo-Indian Edm'ation 
and the Minister in (diarge of Eduration under th(‘ jireseiit Constitution 
is held by that particular board working as an advisory body to bring 
to the notice of the ^Jinister in charge specific questions relating to 
Anglo-Indian and European Edu(‘ation in Bengal. Sir, under tin? Gov- 
ernment of India Act, Governinent is bound to i)rovide in its Education 
Budget a grant for Anglo-Indian and European Educatioif which is not 
to be less than the nv(‘rage of the grants made in the ten years ending in 
March 19d7 (?). The total Education Budget. ft still less than the ten 
years’ average but it is greater than the Edu(*alion Budget tor the last 
financial year.* The Anglo-Indian and Euroi)ean Education Budget lias 
been therefore automatically benefited and more luoney has b('en imjde 
available in this year’s buflget. This extra money amounting to a little 
more than Rs. 40,000 has been spent on a number of ,^‘lu*m^s of capital 
expenditure and on the restoration of ten per cent, cuts 4 m])(^ed on 
certain grants during the years of financial stringency. » I freely admit 
that the money that has been provided lor Anglo-Indian and European 
Education is still inadequate and my examination of the (luestion has 
revealed the fact that this money would have been hopelessly inadequate, 
had it not been for th« fact that a very large part of the work of edu(;ation 
is being done bv unpaid members of religious orders. I cannot pa_v too 
high a tribute to the selfless work by scholars of repute belonging to thfe 

various religious orders without whose willing co-operation it would have 

• • 
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been impossible for the iiovernment of Bengal to tackle the various 
problems relating to Angjo-Indian qnd European Education in this pro- 
vince. I can only express the hope that the provincial Board will, in 
co-operation with me as the Minister in charge, be able to materialise 
schemes for the improvement of Anglo-Indian and European Education. 
As regards further grants I shall leave it to.my friends in this House to 
suggest to me ways and means of doing so, having regard to the claims of 
various other interests on the Education Budget of this province. Sir, 
at the present moment, I do not wish to take the time of this House by 
discussing any other q,uestion and I only conclude by expressing the 
hope that so far as the Indian sectjpn of this House ^is concerned, there 
will be no unfriendly attitude towards the cause of Anglo-Indian and 
European Education, ^^e propose to worl^ in perfect harmony and we 
realise the special difficulties of Europeans in this country. ,I may tell 
the House that the various educational institutions are in many cases 
not' used by Europeans who come from Europe to work in India. They 
generally prefer to send ' their children for education at Home, and 
Indians no less than Europeans and Anglo-Indians are benefited by the 
various schools wliich exist in this country and which are meant osten- 
sibly for Aiiglo-Indibns and E*uropean8 as their doors are always open 
t6' students of our community. Let me once more assure our European 
friends that we will work as hard for their education as we do for Indian 
education and that we do realise tliat for the good of the cou’''try and 
in the best interests of Education there shoi'ld be no misunderstanding 
whicli would be as disastrous to us as it would be to the cause of Educa- 
tion at large, I liope the motion that has been moved by my friend, 
Mr. Wordsworth, will be withdratrn. 


Mfi W. G» WORDSWORTH: I beg'leave of the House to withdraw 
my motion. 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn, 

ei 

The demand that a sfim of Rs. 10,97,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the liead “*{7 — Ediuation — Anglo-Indian and European” was then 
lint niid .'io’T'PpH to. ' 


Adjournn^t. 

The House Vas then adjourned till 10-30 a.m. on Saturday, the 28th 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



1937.] 


697 


Proceedings of the •Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 

underthe provisions of GoArnment ^ India Act, 1935. 

0 • 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, the 
28th August, 1937, at 1040 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Spi^lte't (!hjB llon’ble Khan Bahadur M.**Azizi'l* Haque, c.i.e.) 

in the Chair, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers aifd 190 members. 

•• « * 


UNSTAI^D QUESTIONa 

o ^ * 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 


Over-schooled areas.* 

49. * Dr. H. C. MOOKHERJI: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Education 5)eparfment be plea.sed to state whether there 
are any areas which are at present-over-schooled in respect of .secondary 
education in the sense that there are more schools in the locality than 
the average numericf^l strength of the schools will justify, taking 320 
as the desirable limit for a school? 

(h) If the answer to («’)* is in the* affirmative, ^\ill^ the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing such areas 
wdth the number of schools in each and their numerical strength? 


• • 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): It has been brought to my notice, 
from time to time, that Aere do exist areas in the province which are 
over-schooled, but I cannot specify such areas and the details asked for 
are not available. 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Will the Horrble^ Minister be pleased* to 
state whether by the word “over-schooled” he undersstands that a 
particular area has •a larger number of schools than in his opinion is 
justifiable or does he ^understand it to mean that w hile the number of 
schools is not excessive, each of them is teaching more than 320 ' 
students ? 



QUESTIONS. 


[28th Aug., 


TheHon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: By the word ‘‘over- 
schooled” I mean the number of sf^hools irrespective of the number of 
students. 


The Vidyasagar College,^ Calcutta. * 

50. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Will the Hop’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether the 
Vidyasagar College at, Calcutta receives any grant from Government, 
and, if so, whether students of alj commuaitie^^ arQ a^j#ed without 
any racial or communal ^discrimination ? 

{h) If the answer lO clause {a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to say separately how many European and Muslim 
students are in that college? 

7 • 

The Hon’ble Mr, A. K. FAZLUL f^UQ: {a) The college does not 
receive any grant-in-^id from Governmev.t and nnn. 

Hindu students. 

(/)) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Does the Honble 
Minister propose to take any steps' to induce these colleges to throw 
open their doors to students of all communities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: It is a request for action, 
8ir. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: In view of this answer, 
namely, that this particular college does not admit non-Hindu students, 
does the Hon’ble Mini.'^ler propose to take necessary steps? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not know whether 
we can tak. any steps at all. 

Mr. NIHA.'^ENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Has the Hon’ble 
Minister laid down any policy in order to induce educational institutions 
to adopt a non-commu;ial policy with regard to admission of students? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ^submit that no policy 
has been laid down because Government has had no opportunity of 
taking any steps. 
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Mailivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: EaTin^ regard to the fact that 
non-Hindu students are not admit t|d, does tt^ Hon’ble Minister think 
it desirable to be in communication with the\ University in Regard to 
this matter? 

The Hon’ble'Mr. A. K/FAZLUL HUQ: I will convey the wishes 
of the honourable member by a correspondence with the University. 

<• 

Dr. H. C. MUKHERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware tliat there 
is in existence some kind of a trust which does not allow the trustees 
of this colll^e'^to* admit any except Hindu stidknts? • . 

The Hon’ble /Mr. A. K.‘‘fazLul HUQ: I do no1 know but I am 
told that there is siifch a trust. 

ft 

Recruitment of scheduled cas\^ in the ministerial services in the civil 
cou(ts of Rangpur. ^ * 

51. Babii, K8HETRA NATH SINGHAh' (a) Is the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Judicial Department aware that His Excellency 
whilt^apt Rangpur on the 31st October, -IDdti, declared to the etfect that 
appointments in the mini^terial^services w'ould be given to the members 
of the scheduled castes in the proportion of 1 to 4? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) how many clerks have been appointed in the civil courts of 
Rangpur; and * . 

(ii) how many of them have been given to the members of the 
scheduled castes? » 

(c) Are t4ie (jovernihent considering the desirability of taking 8te])s 

to stop recruttment from castes other than scheduled castes till the 
proportion is readied? ^ ' 

« 1 

MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff J^ossain, Khan 
Bahadur): (n) Yes, that one out of every four temporary vacancies 
would be so filled. 

. 

(b) (i) Ten (permanent and temporary). Between September, 
1936, and August, 1&37. 

(ii) Two. 

(c) No. 
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Babu K8HETRA NAfH 81NGHAS With reference to answer (c), 
may I know why no aoJ;ion has b^en taken to raise the proportion to 
25 per cent, so far as tl e district oi Eangpur is concerned P 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Action has been taken. • 

Muhammadan Marriage Registrars. 

62. Maulana MD. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAmABADI: (a) AVill 

the Hon’ble Minister.fn charge of the Education (Regi^fr^ion) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state— 

(i) whether there is any age limit for the appointment and retire- 

ment of Muhammadan Marriage Eegisirars; 

(ii) the qualifications necessary for appointment as Muhammadan 

Marriage Eegistrar.s; and 

(in) whether any change has behn made in the qualifications 

necessary /or apfpoiptment to these posts'? 

(b) Will the Hon’b^e Minister be also pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that some of the Muhammadan Marriage Eegistrars have kept 
notes of the terms of the kahinnamah in their registers in Bengali 
although the kabiiis are actually written iit Urdu? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in'* the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wliether Government propose to take steps — 

(i) to stop such a procedure immediately; and 

(ii) to safeguard correct and accurate translations by persons who 

have knowledge of ihe Urdu language? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; (a) (/) No. Orders, 
however, have recently issued to the eliect that they should not 
ordinarily be allowed co hold office after their attaini/ig the age of 
60 years. 

(ii) The qualifications will be found in rule 4 of the Eules published 
under Notification No. G20-Eegn., dated the 14th August, 1929, a 
copy of which is placed on the Library table. 

(Hi) No. 

, (h) No such case has yet been brought to my notice, 

(c) Does not arise. 

AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: WitL reference to answer 
(n), does the Hon’ble Minister propose to make the possession of an 
academic certificate such as the madrasah final or any other certificate 
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of an equivalent examination the mininuim qualification for the recruit- 
ment of Mqhammadan Marriage Il4?i8trars b^ause the existing rules 
are clearly vague and definitely indefinite? ' 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot argue your pofnt when putting 
questions. 

The Hon’Sle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will consider the sugges- 
tions of the honotftab\e member. 

NunXW^of* civil* suits in the* civil courts Chittagong. 

• 

53. Khan Bahadur JAtALUDDIN AHMAB: Will the Hon’ble* 

Minister in charge of, the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing, yeaj by year, during the last 
five years: — ^ \ ♦ 

(a) the number of original' suits and rases in the civil courts of 
the district of Chijtagong; ^ • 

{h) the number of appeals therefrom; 

(c) the number of such* suits or appeals (fismissed for default and 

‘dismissed under order 41, rule 11, of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, 1908; an^ 

(d) the average number of ajm)eals disposed of monthly by each 

appellate court under the District Judge of Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Nawib MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

A statement is laid on the table. 

. • 


Statement referred to in the answer to unstarred question No. 63, showing the 
number of civil suits, year by year, during the Ifistfive years in the district 
of Chittagong. 


• 

1932. 

• 

1933. 

1934, 1 

1930. 

1936.^ 

(a) Original suits 

31,461 

39*, 732 1 

41,513 

41,202 

* 

41,098 

(6) Appeals 

1,340 

1,532 

1,571 

’ mi 

1,245 

(c) Suits ' . . 

3,599 

3,893 

3,849 , 

3,982 

• 

3,961 - 

♦Appeals 

. 263 

207 

210 

108 

244 

id) . .. 

•20*3 

23-2 

23 -8 

12*6 

17 •§ 


*NoU.—iSo separate figures to show the number of appeab dismissed under order 
41, rule 11, Civil Procedure Code, are kept. • 
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9hort-noticji question. 

I * 

Mr. SPEAKERS I find that Mr. Pain’s short-notice question is 
ready and could have been answered to-day but he is absent. I con- 
{ aider that a sho^rt-notice question cannot be answered in the absence 
of the member who has put it. 

AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: On^ a point of order, Sir. 
I handed over my short-notice question about four day and I have 
been also told that th4 answer has been handed over to this Department 
,.by the Hon’ble Minister concerned, but I am sorry to find that up till 
now the answer is not forthcoming. 


The Hon’ble Sir bIJOY PRASAD smCH ROY: I am sorry my 
friend has misunderstood me. I did '/jot say that the answer was 
handed over by me to the Legislative Assembly Department, I said that 
it was handed over by me to Die Revenue Department. The answer 
should have been placed aOn the Table to-day. I am very sorry for the 
delay and I hope to reply to it next day. 

• r 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: May 1 make one submission to you, 
Sir? As regards questions, we on this side of the House and I believe 
almost all other sections of the House are not satisfied at the dilatory 
manner in which questions are being answered in this House. If you 
will please notice, you will find that on an average not more than eight 
questions are being answenul every day. This privilege of asking 
(piestions is considered to bo a very cherished privilege. Can you not, 
Sir, as the custodian ofnour rights and privileges, use your influence in 
bringing pressure on Government so that questions may be answ’ered 
promptly ? ^ 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is not so much the fault of Government depart- 
ments as it is of the Assembly Department itself, and tliis is due to 
the fact that we have only a skeleton staff to deal with questions and 
answers. You may remember what I said on a previous occasion that 
we had still 300 questions to dispose of, and we had no other alternative 
but to tentatively admit them and send each one of them to the 
administrative department concerned. Unless the Assembly Depart- 
ment gets expert assistance in the matter, it is impossible to admit so 
many questions without a detailed examination within the specified 
time. It is impossible to deal with the amount and volume of work 
with our present staff. ^ ^ 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA tANYAL: In connection with the debate on 
the question of the inadequate staftlof the AsVemblv* Department, the 
Hon’ble Home Minister was pleased to assurers that his department 
and other departments would* place dt your disposal the requisite staff 
to meet the present emergency. Have you got such assistance now 
and is there any difficulty with regard to the disposal of these matters ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope you will realise that even tliough the 
administrative departments may have been prep^jired to send their staif 
to deal wit h q uestions. J think it eapnot possibly meet the emergency. 
We require permanwit staff, because it is inyiossihle foi’* a new man 
from the Secretariat to exiiniiiie ^and prepare a note as to whether a 
question in admist^ble or not and whether it comes within the restrictive 
provisions of the (jolernment of India Act or of rules and Standing 
Orders. We tried one or twii men but found tha^ it was much beWer 
to leave the matter to the prtVent pennanent'staff than to utilise the 
services of men who are not ci^N’ersant with the technicalities of our 
Department. We Ipive also Jiumb^er of men for sujier- 

vision work in the visitors’ galleries but thougfi the administrative 
departments frtimised to sem] a total number (ff t(*n men, we got onfy 
one man on. the first day, and three on thf next day and seven yesterday, 
and not know how many there are to-day. That is the present 
position . * 

I think, however, it W’ould be Tetter not to raise this question in 
this Chamber but to discuss it with the Home Minister and the leaders 
of the various groups tint side this Chamber. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In. view ot what >ou have stated, 
Sir, it appears that there will soon be a complete deadlock. Has the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister got no statement to ly^ake in this connection ? 
As you say, Sir, a ])ermanent staff alone can deal with the matter. I 
submit that lailess this i^ done to solve our pre.-M^nt difficulty, the work 
of the Assembly Department would come to a stand-still. 

, I 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I wilj be prepared to 
discuss the matter with the letiders of the variims groups iu your 
presence. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble the Home Minister is pleased to 
accept my suggestion. I propose to call such a conference Sometime next 
week. • 

• 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: We were told that the short*- 
notice question put by Mr. Sautosh Kumar Basu would be answered 
to-day. The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin made that stat^fmeiit. 
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The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: First of all, Mr. Sentosh 
Kumar Basu is not her;. Then fs regards his question, it involves 
communication with thj Government of India and with the Chief 
Commissioner of the Andamans, aild I am' not yet in a position to give 
a reply to it. I was quite prepared to answer Mr.. Pain’s question 
which is practically on the same subject, but Mr. Pain also is not here 
to put his question. 


Mfi 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: As regards Mr. Pain’s question, 
with your permission, Mr. Speaker I can represent h ini ij?. the matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no objection if the Home Minister is 
prepared to answer it, but the general practice which I want to follow 
in regard to short-notice questions is that the member concerned will 
put the question and th.e Hon’ble Min/ister concerned will make the 
reply- . Ar 

n 

Th© Hofl’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am prepared to 
aliswer it, but may I submit that this will not be treated a precedent? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am permitting it only as a special case as the 
Leader of the Opposition has made a special request and as the question 
seems to be of sufficient importance. But I can definitely say that no 
short -notice question will be answered in the absence of the Member 
who has put it.. 

Mr. ABD'JR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, you said sometime 
ago tliat you were not going to make it a practice and now you Say 
that you are permittin^^ it as a special case. 


Mr. SPEAKER: My final ruling is that the Member concerned 
should be present and put the question personally, but this is an excep- 
tion which I am going to make in favour of the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion. Mr. Siddiqi should know that »every rule has its exception. 


Short-notioe Starred Question. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Home (Special) Department aware of the decision of the Gov- 
ernment pf India that they would not stand in the way, of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal if the latter wanted repatriation of the prisoners in 
the Andamans? ^ 
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(h) If the answer to (a) is in the afSrniafive, will the TIon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — ^ i 

(t) whether he contemplates taking: imi^ediate steps for their 
repatriation; and • • ^ 

(it) whether 'he contemplates also communicating liis decision to 
the hun«’er-strikerB without delay? 

The Hon’ble Ktjwaja Sir NAIIMUDDIN: {n) The attention of the 

Hon’ble Member is inVitad to the communiijue ‘issued hy llie tiovern-' 
ment of InduNQjj t'^ie 20th August, i# copy of whiji has be/»n placed, in 
the Library. 

(b) Does not ju'ise. 


Coinmunnjue referred to ui flh ansieer to the^Kluf^t-notire question of 
Mr. BarruJa Profound PdiiKSti the Assstnbl)/ ineetfin) of the 2Sth^ 
A(i(ji(st, J9d7. ^ 'I • * % 

“Since it Isiclear that misapprehensions hate arisen as re^^ards the 
imsition of the (lovernment of India in^rejrard to the demand for the 
repatrlTOon of the prisoners in the Andamans, consequent on the dis- 
cussion in tlie Legislative :tssenfl)ly on Aujjust 25, the (roveniment of 
India think it well to make clear b^ond question their attitude in this 
matter. It is as follows: — 

“Any ordei' for repatriation would have to be issued, as already 
jiiiblicly ex])lained, 1)\ the (lovcrnment of India as beinfr tlie (-iovern- 
ment administering' the Andilfiuins. Ihe (lovernment ot^India liave 
vilready made it cltaii’ that, lor the reasons they have jmblicly statcMl, 
so far as they arc concerned thev are not prepared^to j^ive any considera- 
tion to demand.s ])ut forward by the prisoners or by otlier persons on their 
behalf so lononas tiie huituer-strike continues.” • 


Supplementary Questions. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Ih the Hpn’ble Home 
Minister aware that Mr. Miidie on behalf of the HomeT)epartment of 
the Government of India made a definite statement in the Tndiai) 
Legislative Assembly that, if the Government (If Bengal wanted re- 
patriation, the Government of India would not stand in their way. 

4 

The Hoit’blf Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I refer the "Hon’ble 
Member to the communique of the Government of Ind’a. 
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Mr# 8ARAT CHANIirRA BOSE: I submit, Mr. Speaker, it is not 
an answer to niy^ question* , ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NATIMUD^DIN: I submit that it- is a 
complete answer. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr. Speaker, the communique is 
silent on that point. 1, therefore, ask, is the lion ’hie the Home 
Minister aware that Mr. Miidie, representing* the .Home Department 
of the Government of India, made a clear ami definite statement in 
the Indian Lcg:islat Assembly two days agoHhat'if th?, * Government 
of Bengal wanted repatriation the Government of India would not stand 
in their wayh ’ " ' 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I have only seen a 
report to tliut efi'ect in newspapers. ^ 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Js the Hon ble Minister 
prepared to ‘.tate on ])elialt ol the Government oi Bengal whether he 
fs going to mak(‘ a demand toi repatriation 0 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have notliing further 
to add to tile policy which 1 announced in the House at the time of the 
discussion of the adjournment motion on the Andamans question. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Has the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister made an attempt officially to verify or get confirmed the 
statement oi* Mr, Mudie when he saw it in newspapers? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, Sir. 

. Mr. 1 IOGE 8 H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to inform the House whether he is prepared to move iu t^e 
matter of repatriation on behalf of the Government of Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated 

what the Government policy on this question is and as the- House has 
given its veidict on that policy, I have nothing further to addn 

Mr. SARAT * CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister, in a 
position o(mt|:ddici. the statement which appeared in newspapers that 
Mr. Mudie jolide which 1 have already quoted? 
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TIN Hon’ble KhwaJi Sir NAZIMUDDINl In view of my previous 
answer it is obvious that 1 am not (n a pdsition to contradict. 

\ 

Mr. R. H. FERGUSON; Is it snot a fact that no Government can 
take action until the hunj^er-strike is called oft? * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit it is a tcjuestion of 
opinion. « 

Thd Hon’tHo KhWllJfr8ir NAZIMUDOIN: *AVith your permisHioif, 
Sir, I should l^e to amswer this question that ^ viewtof the decision 
of the House on this issue the answer is in tht attirmative. 

t 

• • • • 

Mr. y(BDUL*R/U1MAN SIDDIQI: In the lijjfili of the statement 
of Mr. Mudie, does not the Home Minister feel that the verdict of ikis 
House (Oftice) requires chan^? ^ 

(No answer.) 

Mr. «I0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to tlie fact that 
the position Is^now made cle,ar that it is the ctincern of the Provincial 
Governmeqi to make a demand for rep^atriation, does not the Hon’ble 
MiniJE^t think that as the verdict of the House proceeded on the basis 
that it was tlie concern of*the Central Government, it lias not made a 
change in the situation? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The Government of 
India communique does not bear out the contention of the hon’bl© 
member who has put the question, • 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that expenditure on Bengal prisoners 
in the Andanjans is ini^urred by the Governmei^t of Bengal and not by 
the Governmeat of India? 


The tton’ble Khwaja ^ir NAZIMUDDIN; May I submit for your 
decision. Sir, that this question (Joes not arise out of tile main questiop? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I personally think that this 'question does arise, 
because the point at issue is whether the decision of this House was 
taken on the basis of the jurisdiction of the Government i)f India. As 
a result of your answer, Mr. Bose wants to make it cleaj: whether the 
financial responsibilfty rests with the Government of l}engal or not. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8lr NAZIMUDDIN:, hnirwet is in the 
i^rmative. 
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Mr. SARAT CHANdAa BOSE: Will tlif Hon’ble Minister be 
plea.-ied to state if it is a fact that th<‘ Bengal prisoners in the Andamans 
were taken to the Andairans by the Government of India at rhe request; 
of the Government of Bengal? • i 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. ilOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon blq Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government of Bengal is^ prepared to make 
a request for repatriation and to make it quite, cl^ar that financial obli- 
gations of the Govern;rent of Bengal will be met ifcthe i;^ue8t is not 
acceded to ? w- 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDI N : The poli y of Government 
has already been announct^d on this question ^ and there is no reason to 
justify a change in tk.at policy, because Hie Government of India have 
made it clear that whatever statement ma^^ have been made by 
Mr. Mudie is not the opinion of the (jovernmeut of India. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

‘M7 — Irrigation— Working EKf^enses,” etc. 

The Hon’bie Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar : 

On the recoininendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum at Its. 33,10,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads 
“17 — Irrigation — Working Expenses— KS. — Ollier Heveniie Pixpo'ndi- 
turc finance i from Ordinary l{(‘venu('s — 1(S(1). — Other Revenue 
Expenditure financed from Famine Relief Fund — 19. — Construction ot 
Irrigation, Navigation*, Embankment and Drainage Works — B. — 
Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 08.— Construction of Irrigatiba, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works not’ charged to 
Revenues.” 

In framing the budget of the Irrigation Department of the current 
year, we have generally had to follow the lines of the previous year’s 
budget of 'the late Government. The present Government are fully 
alive to the vi\al necessity of a forward policy and within the short 
space of time at our disposal we have been able to provide some indica- 
tion in this 7 ’espect of the steps which I have taken to combat this 
serious problem. Sir, hon’ble members will realise that the budget of 
the Irrigatiou Department which I have the honbur to present in this 
House is rather on the modest scale of the lat§ Government, and the 
actual demand of the cjirrent year is rathef less by Rs, 1,19,000. The 
modest scale of this year’s budget is due to the fact that no majpr 
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schemes of public impc^-taiice relating to this branch was found ready 
for inclusion. Irrigation, navigation and drainage Schemes which are 
dealt with by this department cannot be prepared at a moment's notice. 
Extensive .surveys and invef^tigatioh and especially hydraulic observa- 
tions are essential preliminaries before these schemes can he prepared. 
Then, again, there is the financial aspect which has got to be looked 
into at some details. 

• 

An important^ feature in the (*urren1 year's budget is the provision 
of Rs. 1,25,000 unddV head “18A — Miscellaneous expenditure — Estab- 
lishment of tools «nd plants” and iU. 27,2*10 uyder ” l^A--Miscellniie- 
ous expenditure — Establishment on account, of cost of’ staff, etc.,” 
respectively, for engineering anj revenue surve.v tor lh(‘ i)rc])aration of* 
detailed Schemes# for^ flushing and irrigating the area lying between the 


Damodar and the river Jooghly. 1 may tell the House that this is a 
flood-flushing seliemo of eoii^iderahle im])ortane% am! I should lilfe to 
refer to it iif some detifil at b later “^tagi*. Aiiotlier important feature 
has been the provision of Its. umhh- “(irants-in-aid” on behi^f 

of the annual grittit to the at(M•^^ a\i< Hoard, tj)ro])osed to hi* estab- 
lished as soon as we are able to get all the details. 

* • , . * . • 

The current year’s budget i>iovidc Hs. 5,tl7,5()0 foi “Original works 

— W^s in progress — New surveys anfl survc\s in ])rogress’’ of which 
details will be found in jLppwiidix A, on pagoN ‘2(i-27 of the budget. 
A few' new items of small worksjiave been ]uovlded for such as the 
construction of a regulator on the Damodar (’anal, fitting a regulator 
at Banka syphon, etc., and these are considered to be necessary in tha 
best public interest. *The budget provides tor a lakh of rupees for the 
reconstruction of the Barrackpore, Alipore. Narkeldanga, (^hitpur, 
Narkeldanga, Beliaghatta aiirl Tollygifiigc Bridges. T'njJer section 39 
of the Irrigation Act, (lovernment is liable to make a suitable ])i‘ovision 
for bridging the canals which are const ructed^or maintained by (jov- 
ernment and in order to suit the reiiuiri'ineiits of the piesent-day traffic, 
we have to flmdel the bridges accordingly. 'Wie Calcutta (Joi poration 
and Calcutta Improvement Tru^t also have to coiiiribule their share 
in this direction. • * 


The budget provides for capital exi»ciidituie t« thi* extent of 
Rs. 3,59,000 in connection wfth the “Damodar CanaU liTigation 
Projeot^^ in Burdwan which is nearing compilation*# provision has 
been made for carrying out a few remaining works in connection with 
the canal proper and repairing the Anderson, weir which was con- 
siderably damaged by the flood of 1935. 

The contour survey of western and central Bengal at a cost of 
Rs. 1,46,000 was sanctiojied during the year 1935-36. The need for 
such a survey is without question. It is expected that from such 
surveys would «emerge pr^j^ts and schemes of sufficient remunerative 
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and stable nature for adoption under the Bengal Development Act. 
The survey which was undertaken abd continued during the last three 
years will be completed ^his year and budget provision of Rs. 52,700 
is needed to complete that survey. ' ' 

The total provision for works and surveys in the current year’s 
budget is Rs. 5,84,000. It is less than what was provided in 1936-37. 
The decrease is due to a lesser amount being provided for capital expen- 
diture on the Damodar Canal. 

Provision for maintenance and repairs under all heads in the 
cuirent year’s ‘Ijudgetr' is Rs. 13,50,000 against the v*ote3 grant of 
^lis. 14,67,800 for 1936-37/ The apparent decrease in the current year’s 
budget is due to the exclusion of Rs. 2,21,000 provide4 in the^ previous 
year’s grant on account of debit charges for loss om stock relating to the 
dredgers for which per contra credit of a cft'rresponding amount was 
taken under head “Stock suspense,” ihf “plus and minus entries,” 
thus cancelling each other. t ^ 

Taking this into .''consideration the /current year’s budget really 
allows for a larger reserve against Rs. 61,000 of the previous year for 
expenditure on account o’l maintenance of the Damodar Canal and other 
unforeseen charges. Now, Sir, I will come to the question of the 
dredger. 

1 am aware of the strong feelii' g that w^as expressed against the 
retention of these dredgers. I may point out, Sir, that Government 
ever since the year 1935 is trying their level best to dispose of these 
dredgers in India and abroad. The original idea w'as to dispose of 
“Ronaldshay,” “Cowley” and “Burdwrfn,” but subsequently it was 
decided to keep “Ronaldshay’^ and dispose of “Foyers” which has 
(;ome to the end of its life. Sir, the maximum offer which we got 
for one of these dredge'rs was Rs. 40,000 and I may give some idea of 
thie original cost price which was Rs. 52 lakhs. The dredger “Ronald- 
shay” is being hired by the Calcutta Corporation on .suitable terma 
for excavation of the proposed storm-water channel between Bentola 
and Kulti. 1 may assure the House that perfxmally I have very strong 
feeling against their retention and I will do my best to dispose them 
of at the e^crliest opportunity. But, Sir, as you are aware there is a 
proposal for forming a Waterways Board and it has been suggested 
that we should wait and see how many of these dredgers would be 
required by that Board because they will have to invest some money 
on dredgers and if we transfer these dredgers to them that will cer- 
tainly lower their capital cost. 

As regards “Establishment charges,” the provision for voted estab- 
lishment is Rs. 10,99,000 or Rs. 1,42,000 in excess of the voted grant 
for.x 1936-37. The increased provision in the budget is for extra staff 
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required for the enginetring and survey in connection with the pre- 
paration oi the detailed scheme for flushing anrf irrigating the 
Damodar Canal area. i 

The provision for “Tools* and pfant“ in the budget is Rs. 94,000 
against the voted grant oi Rs. 03,000 for 1936-37. The increased 
provision is due to an extra requirement of Rs. 23,000 for Damodar- 
Hooghly survey and Rs. 8,000 for the purchase of a new road roller to 
replace the old and unserviceable one for maintenance of this depart- 
ment road along tfie Circular and Eastern Canab. 

“The problepisf that await .solution in B^gal, if indeed the 
problems presented can be completely solved^ are complicated in the 
extreme.” In these words* the Royal Commi.s8ien of Agriculture in 
India sunfmed upPthejr review of water problems of Bengal. But how- 
ever complex the problem flight be, it is a matter of life and death for 
Ihe people of the province aiwi must be faced bcidly with a vigorous 
])olicy. The •Irrigation* DepaHment Committee as well as the late 
(iovernment realised fully welljthat not even a fringe of the problen^ 
('ould be touched unless and until the .supreme qi^stion of finance was 
solved — additional sources of revenue must be found as all these major 
j)rojects invf?lv*ed huge cajiital outlay and if is impossible for any 
(Tovei'iynent to undertake any of these major projects without making 
sufh(‘ient arrangement to get fiyids from the project to pay itself. 

Sir, till recent years the only (iovernment works which were in 
operation in Western Bengal wereTviidnapore Canal irrigating about 
SI), 000 acres and the Eden Canal in Burdwan irrigating about 20,000 
acres. In 1920 the (Government took up the construction of the 
Damodar Canal project which, has nearly been finished and is now in 
operation commanding an area* of 180,0(^0 acres. In 1927 the Bankura 
Division was formed — by Division I mean Irrigation Division — to 
investigation into the possibility of new irrigation schemes. The 
Bakreswar Canal was as a result thereof conUriicted and is now in 
operation irrigating abott 8,000 acres. • 

One cardinal defect of tlie old Irrigation Act was being increasing- 
ly felt, that is, the voluntary basis of the old Acd •under whi(di it was 
entirely optional for the raiyats to apply for canal, watej. In the 
peculiar conditions of Bengal this constituted an element of unceijtainty 
and nece.ssarily it was felt that on this precarious l)a8is no l)ig irriga- 
tion project could be made a financially sound proposition. The Bengal 
Development Act of 1933 removed this defect of the old Irrigation Act 
and Government now feels that it would be po.ssible for 4hem to take 
up schemes prepared, by the department and also new schemes which 
might be proposed by ^ny member of the legislature. And as an indi- 
cation of what further schemes are being considered by the department 
I may be permitted to mention the contour survey of Western and 
Central BengaWundertakep in 1930 and now almost completed. TJiii 
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has helped in formulating two storage schemis of outstanding import- 
ance, I mean the More Scheme and the Darakeswar Project. The 
special feature of theset storage schemes is that by providing reservoirs 
it will be possible to supply water in September and October which 
will help the cultivation of sugarcane and other money crops which 
unfortunately it is not possible to do in the Damodar Canal area at 
the present moment. Two excellent sites for storage dams, namely, 
one across the Darakeswar river at Suknibash in Bankura'Mistrict about 
15 miles above Birbhum and the other across the More river at 
Messangore in the South al Parganas about miles above Suri, have 
been discovere^l. It hi expected that about 2 lakhs^ acres of paddy land 
ill Bankura and Burdw'aii distriels could be irrigated by the former 
and 4d2,()00 acres in Birblium and Murshidabad 'districts by the latter, 
besides irrigaiion of vahi crop and sugarcane. '< 

■*The serious problem ('reated by embankments and drainage is also 
being seriously consideied at the present moment. -This is pre- 
dominantly a problem created by huhjan interference with the process 
^of building up of the delta in this deltaic provyice in the shape of 
premature reclamation of the land by means of embankment. These 
flood embankments, some of which were ejected long before the British 
occupation of this province, have killed the spill and draina,ge channels 
and are responsible for the progressi\e deterioration in heSPlth and 
productivity of the soil. AVe are fo’iiowrtjg the policy of gradually 
abandoning these embankments ai..d we also propose to continue that 
policy. 

Now, Sir, I will come to the (juestion of ‘introduction of Hood- 
flushing scheme for the improvement of .sanitation and productivity 
of soil. A very important scheme in this respect is under consideration 
of the (iovernment. I mean the scheme for flushing and irrigating 
the area lying between the Damodar and the Hooghly rivers. It was 
Dr. Bentley, late DireiTor of Public Health, who, in a report, corre- 
lated the reduction in the fertility of the soil and in the outturn of 
crops, the increased prevalence of malaria and an enhanced death rate 
with the decay of fhe distributary rivers on the left bank of the 
Damodar below Burdwan and with the deprival of the flood spill of 
that river a result of the construction of the Damodar left embank- 
ment. If was argued that if the Damodar river were allowed to spill 
over its left bViik and if its distributary rivers were allowed to func- 
tion again, the former prosperity and health of the itountry between 
these tw’o rivers would be restored. A Special Oflicer w'as accordingly 
appointed to prepare such a scheme for the area lying betw'een the 
Damodar, Banka and Hooghly rivers in Burdwan, Hooghly and 
^Howrah districts and an estimate was prepared'. AVhile examining the 
estimate it was found that a mere flood-flushing scheme without provi- 
sion to ensure irrigation in October when rain and riv<er supply fail in 
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these parts, though highly beneficial as regards improvement in sanita- 
tion productivity of the soil, cannot ensure gobd harvest and as 
such is not likely to be popular and financially sound. So the scheme 
was revised to make such ;|^rovi8iofi8, i.e., a storage reservoir in the 
upper valleys of the Damodar river and a barrage Across the Damodar 
near Biftdwan. This is indeed a scheme of considerable magnitude and 
when completed is expected not only to irrigate something like 350,000 
acres in a ttact where crops periodically fail but also to materially 
improve the sanitation and productivity of the soil of an area measur- 
ing 91(J square miles in*Burdwan, Hooghly an*d Howrah districts. Tt 
has now been decided* by Governnfent that a detailed .estimate and a 
revenue survey of the scheme should be prejfared at an estimated cost 
of Rs. 1,75,000 and . Rs. *50,700, respectively.* Thcvse works will be* 
taken in \and sliortl^' and are expected to be finished by next July. 

Now I come to aiiotlfer very important development, the consjitu- 
don of the Bengal Waterwa^^s Board. . * 

Now, Sir, I coim' to anothej'important *(10081100 of the development 
of the constitution, of the Waterways Boui;d. T^have already referrdU 
to the policy of the r(‘organi nation of the Irrigtflion Department that 
has been foHc^'ed by Govei^iment during the. last few years and asPa 
resulj^f tke recommendation of the Royal Commission on Agriculture in 
India and more particularly those of the Committee of experts, called 
the Irrigation Depart meiiT Conimittee. I may say that the report of 
this Committee will be an invalualftie record for all times to come when- 
ever any important irrigation project is taken up. This Committee 
definitely recommended the separate organisation of the Waterways 
Board created by Statute to take over the navigable waterways in 
Bengal from the Irrigation jSepartment and to function as a separate 
statutory body. One of the very cogent reasons advjmced by the 
Committee for this separate organisation was the a])eciali8ation in deal- 
ing with vital problems of imi)roving waterways in Bengal and 
especially tjie East Bengal. The late Government agieed with this 
view but the Waterways Act, although passed as far back as 1954, was 
not brought into operation because of the assurance wliich was giyen 
by the then Government That it would be brought into force only after 
the economic depression was over and also that it wouid do%o after con- 
sulting commercial interests. A conferen<*e of commercial interests 
was A’ery rec ently held at the Government Hoftse ^d the general 
consensus of o])inion was to expedite the fonnation of the Waterways 
Board. But we have not yet been able to complete the full encjuiry on 
this scheme and I would state the Government policy on the subject 
when the particular* motion comes up for discussion. 

The resuscitation of dead and dying rivers and prevention of floods 
are the vital problems of the province. They are, I may say, inter- 
related ; I mean the solution of one would solve the other problems. 
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We have already commenced contour survey in certain areas and we 
have taken up fuicther areas before we can come to a concljision as to 
how we shoud tackle ea^h along^ with the bigger problems that I have 
just mentioned and this Government are net unmindful of the needs of 
the districts and Villages. I am already in touch with the local 
bodies for drawing up a list of irrigation needs of each district 'in-order 
of urgjency. The underlying idea is that a comprehensive scheme of 
smaller projects throughout the province should be made di the earliest 
possible opportunity. The question as to how thpse fichemes should be 
financed will (;ome up at a later stage. I need not worry the House 
witli any furth#r detaiki concern ing^the variety of work ‘this department 
has already undertaken. *^1 think I have been able to set out a solution 
of the different probleihs. With theseVwcls T beg to move my motion. 

Vl 

I 

Dr. NALINAKSiIa frANYAL: May/^t rise on a point of order, 
Sir? The Hon’ble Minister in charg^i has moved for a demand for 
grant on several iten^s lumped up together in w'lych are mentioned 
“17 — Irrigation — WoVking Expenses — 18. — Other Revenue Expendi- 
ture financed from ordincry revenues — 18 (1) — Other Re\ehue expendi- 
ture financed from Famine Relief Fund — 19 Construction of irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage works — B — Financ^ from 
Ordinary Revenues and 08. — Construction •’of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage works. V.* I have found lumped up several 
provisions for these items as explained in the Explanatory Memorandum. 
I find that on pa/^e 12 under “18 (1). — Other Revenue Ex])enditure 
financed from Famine Relief Fund” no amount has been provided at 
all. Section 79(2) of the Government of .India Act provides for certain 
demands on certain basis. Suh-section (2) says that “such expenses 
flhould come in the form of a demand for grant”. So, if no expendi- 
ture is provided under •‘au particular head, will it be in order to move 
any such item for which no amount has been provided? ^ 


o , 

Mr. SPEAKER: Technically speaking it should not be so, but you 
will realise that here all demands are grouped together under one head’. 
If you ‘movt a particular item within a demand it will not be in order. 
The Minister k ph'arge does move grant No. 6 under “the Motor 
Veliicles Tax.” That w’ould not be in order as there is no demand in 
that head, but under the existing practice “Irrigation” contains several 
items of both Capital and Revenue Expenditure of all kinds and so 
they have l)een lumped together. 


A Voice: Some of them are interdependent too. 
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Mfi DAVID HENDRIT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, oy short notice I beg to 
move motio|^ number 444 which stood in Mr. Hirtzel^s name that the 
demand of Rs. 33,10,000 under “17 — Irrigatiofi — Working expenses” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 to call attenHon to the inadequate financial 
provision made far the Waterways Board. * 

Speaking for the European Group, I wish to make it very clear at 
the outset that we thoroughly approve of the objects and aims underly- 
ing the Bengtil Wnter^vays Act and the formation of the Waterways 
Board in Bengal. The chiief objection we have Had is that in the past,* 
and, 80 far as we se^ in the present* no adequatqirfir suiUible provision 
has been made for financing this Board. As t4ie Hon’ble Mursier has 

alreadv iiiMirmed us, the formation of the Watei^vavs Board has been 

* * 

held up oil account of4wo reasons; firstly on acco\*ni oj a iironiihC made 
by Government in 1932 tlftit the Act would not be pul into ojierution 
so long as the^trade dejiressioJ^ continued ; and* secondly that iio action 
would be taken until the conimert%al and otly^r interests (‘oncerned were 
fully consulted in the matter. Tllie depression has now cased, and somea 
‘consultation has been held will? the inteiWs* whi^ will be affected by 
the proposed •\Valt^rways Board, but it cannot^be said even now tha^ 
satisfactory assurances have been given by Government on the proposed 
financf!lg o{ the new Board. * 

It is for tliis reason that we hav^pressed for the ajipointment of an 
expert committee to study and report upon the implications of the 
Act before it is put into operation. This the Government is evidently 
unabl(‘ to do, but we ’would again counsel them to proceed with the 
greatest caution in view of the»very real alarm felt by the river trans* 
port and other interests involved. • ^ 

On etsimates we have seen it should be possible to constitute the 
Board at the present time wuth money, statf’and equipment already 
promised by Government* without the need for additional taxation; but 
the appointment of a Board to carry on existing w’ork without entering 
upon new schemes of development and improvement of the waterways 
offers no advantages whatever and it is obvious that sooner rather than 
later fresh taxation will be necessary. It is propose'd to Tlo this by 
levying a surcharge of one anna in the nipee on the friight and 
passenger rates of the inland steamer companies aiflt by licensing 
country boats. Recent calculations have shown that the amount which 
could be expected to accrue from the steamer companies woiild be Rs. 14 
lakhs per annum and from (country boats Rs. 3 lakhs. Such a large 
imposition could not be met by the steamer companies or by the country 
boats out of their existing resources and the surcharge would almost 
inevitably have to he passed on to the users of steamers and country 
boats. 
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In areas served by river transport over 80 per cent, of the traffic 
is in' direct competition with the railways, and in view qi the finely 
adjusted*^ balance between railway and river rates any increase in river 
transport rates would divert a lar^e proportion of the traffic to the rail- 
ways which would in ils turn have the effect of putting most of the 
river transport services out of operation with a corresponding diminu- 
tion of the income of the Waterways Board. Moreover, the increased 
money which would be realised by the railways from fares and rates to 
prote(‘t the waterways transportation systems w/)uld be lost to Bengal 
as it would go straight to the Central Government. That, Sir, indicates 
what an cxj)iii8ive fm-m of finance the proposed, suj charge would be 
and the burden it would impose upon the commerce and industry of the 
proviiic(‘. [f to ])rCserve the jueseht division of traffic between the 
waterways and tlie railways, the railway coni])anics increased their rates 
by an amount c(jua] to that to he raised fiom the steamer companies 
and country boats, i'.e., Jts. 17 lakhs, then in order to raise Es. 17 lakhs 
for the development of the waterways the commerce and industry of the 
‘province would l>e taxed to the extent* of Ks. d4 lakhs which is a very 
expensiAe form of fi'iance indeed. We* do not wish to see the railway 
’■ates incieased along with the steamer rates, hut on thjp :)ther hand we 
wish very strongly to see the steamer companies and country boats 
protected against unfair advantage being taken of them by th«*/aiiway 
companies. That is a problem for a;. exp,ert committee or an expert 
Board wlmn it is formed, and we should like (Tovernment to assist them 
to this end. 

One way by which the steamer companies h\ particular could pos- 
siblv meet the additional charges which seem inevitable, would be to 
restrict the number of non-paying services Avhich are at present being 
run by them. T was able to have a look at the list of non-paying 
services operated by one of the steamer companies recently, together 
with the cost involved hi their operation and. the sums involved were 
very high. These ste.nner companies are nor philaiithrtjpists, but are 
strictly business concerns, and, in running these non-paying routes, 
ttiey hope that the;< will one day become paying services and that the 
bread east upon the waters will return with interest. They are also 
run for carrying mails and for service? to the general public. If these 
non-paying vservices are withdrawn, a great deal of hardship will he 
caused to the peo])le of the countryside. The steamer companies also 
spend considerable amounts of money on conservancy and pilotage and 
I think it reasonable to suggest that the money which they are now 
spending on unremunerative services and on conservancy, etc., in itself 
represents a very large contribution towards the development of Bengal. 
A very anomalous position would, therefore, arise if the constitution 
of a Waterways Board and the imposition of a surcharge bad as its 
in^mediate effect the withdrawing of these very larger sumi^ of money 
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which are at present already being spent on development. The ideal 
way of financing a Waferways Board would be fron^ general funds 
though Government are firmly opposed to this method. Another means 
w’hicli has been suggested in. the past, and wlAch T think i1 is only 
right to mention liere again, is that tlie Board could ^le financed partly 
by the money winch is at jiiesent being paid to the Cah utta Improve- 
ment Trust out of the special expeit duty on jute. Nearly all the 
money raised J)y this special tax on jute is derived from the interior 
villages of Bengal who use the waterways. There has been a great 
deal of criticism in tht* past — criticism which I ^hink we must agree is^ 
justified — against this raising of fun^ls from the rural areas of Bengal 
for expenditure on the improvement of (’alcutyi.**Bul tCe difficulty is 
that — and we are quite awai;t\of i^ — so long as the Central Government 
guarantee 4he debi of Ihe Cah'utta Improvement Trust of crores of 
rupees, they will not agree to or even consider any diversion of the 
present income of the Calci\^a Improveme*nt Trust for any other 
jjurpose. But^ Sir, I would like to ask that tlfi^ Government of Bengal 
should keep in mind that if in a tew years’ time the Calcutta Im])rove- 
ment Trust is able Jo stand on^tts own ^eet-i-and^we all know that its* 
finances are improving considerably with the ri'fent increase in the 
j)rice of its lUntls — if such a Jiappy time should arris e, the ])o>sibilit,f 
ot diverting this money which at jiresent^ goes to the Calcutta Inqirove- 
luent ^frust sliouh] he devoted to financing the Waterways Board. 
The-c are most of the reifflirk^ Sir, which I wish to make on this 
subject, but I want to make oiu' (^two recommendations. I think I 
liave sliown or (uideavourt'd lo indicate lliat the problems beior(‘ th(‘ 
Wat('r\Nays Hoard wou^l la* very comjih'x and \er> difficult to deal with, 
and, rto far as 1 can see, .some may be almost insoluable. That beinu' so, 
Sir, I put forward this ])lea A^h all the^ strength at, my command that 
it a Waterways Board is ultimately constituted, it should die as strong 
a Board as the present Government can possibly make it, and that, in 
jiarticular, the Chairman of the Board should Ivh senior member of tbe 
Indian Civil Service, a yerson of mature experience and wisdom. The 
(diairman willJiave a great deal to d(j with the success or failure of the 
Waterw^ays Board of Bengal, and the best man available should J?e 
selected. When this Boa^d is constituted, it will under the Act have 
included in its composition representatives of the variou* interests 
involved — men who are intimately acquainted with the probfems •which 
will come before the Board. In the earlier years the Beard, therefore, 
should function as an expert committee, and it should undertake no 
expensive schemes until it has given them the, fullest consideration. 
In the budget this year a small allotment lias been made for the Board; 
in fact I think a miserable allotment in view of the importance which 
the Board will ultimakdy have. In the present year the provision is 
at the rate of Rs. lakhs a year, or for this year, Rs. 1| lakhs, but 1 
submit that it is totally inadequate and is out of all proportion to the 

^ _ A 
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the watenfays of Bengal. Thereiore I would suggest that 
.^^f^roraeKtt^^flhoiiild a^ree to a minimum allotment of Rs. 5 lakhs a year 
more as the Finance Minister can give 'out of the 
ge»ar4^y*-of his heart. ^ 

Irf Act itself, provision has been made for any scheme which 
costs more than a lakh of rupees to be submitted to Government for 
ajpijCtion t)efore it is put into o])eration. I should like an assurance 
fhat any such scheme for which the money will be found by the steamer 
companies and by the country boats through tl^eir 'licence fees should 
■be referred to those interests and that they should be consulted very 
fully before sanction, is given to ahy expensive operations of the Board. 
And if this proposed Board is <*onstituted on the lines I have suggested, 
and as strongly as I hope it will be/theii we will give it our blessing, 
and I hope it will succeed in improving the wateiMays of Bengal in the 
way we desire. ‘ 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN' KHAN: '|Ir. Speaker, Sir, I rise to give 
my support to the p\otior that has juyt been moved but on different 
grounds. Sir, T was a party to the legislation that w^as passed in 1934, 
Viz., the Waterways Att. 1 am, therefore, not against the formation 
of a AVatcrways Board — at leas^t I was not so in ]9-l4 — but T thjnk that 
certain different consideration.s have arisen since then, and these deserve 
the considerations (.f this House us weJl as of our (lovcrninent. The 
Act was ])assed during the old rtf^ime. We know, Sir, that at that 
titne the strength of the (^ubinet wuis only seven, i.r., there were only 
seven members in the ('abinet then; whereas at present we have as 
many us eleven Ministers in the Cabinet. The question now, therefore, 
is whether this department <*an be w^or.^ed by the Minister in charge 
himself iirstcad of a .sejiarate Board. Nowadays it is almost a fashion 
to foTin a Board for the adininistrati<,n of a particular department, 
and in certain instancf's,such Boards have no doubt functioned success- 
fully. Befereiice is very often made to the Calcutta,^ Improvement 
Trust; that has certainly been functioning successfully . But that is 
no reason why a Bt)ard .should l>e constituted on every (K*ca.sion. Sir, 
if this iiriiiciple is followed, to the utmost limit, in that case there will 
he very little work left for the Hon ’hie Ministers them.selves. A Board 
can b(? forpied for carrying on the work of every one of the departments 
now administered by the Ministers. I think everything should have 
a limit. 1 do not say now that I am against the formation of a Board, 
hut an investigation whether the work that is proposed to be done by 
the Board cirn he done dejwirt men tally by Government should first of 
all be made. If that can be done, a good deal of money can be saved. 
I think a sum of about RvS. 80,000 is proposed to be sjrent annually 
on account of the staff of the prospective Board. A good deal of this 
money can be saved if the work can be done departmentally. What 
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I propose now is only nhal some 'time inay Ije taken byv4GfdiF<i^ii|pi^t^ 
and durin,fi: this time tlfis aspect of the question m^y j^ 
investigated. Again, Sir, there is the question of taxatW'lliddr ‘iW 
measure. I am afraid that most members d this 
yet thoroughly read the pro^sions df the Waterways AH, there- 
fore, they are nOt aw'are o^ the implications of the taxation prop)sals 
contained therein. Members will, probably like to study the pros and 
cons of these taxation i)ropo8als so that they may Iw-^ satisfied iu tfefcr 
minds that tJose proposals are justified. That also will recjuir^- some 
^ime — for the meihbei^s for consideiing this asj»ect of the matter. So 
far as the constitution of this Ibmrd is concerned the piincipal object 
will be the maintenajice of the wateAvays of Bengal in a*good (U'lolition 
for the purpose of navigation and also the op^nijag up of new channek^ 
for the pyrpf)se of navigation. That Ixdng sc,, ^ir, the steanier com- 
jjanies can hardly hate anv objection t(» the formation of a Board like 
this. It has been said tltat there is a pro[x»sal in the Act for tayng 
the steamer companies, and Y sum of 14 lalihs ftf rupees is ex]>ected 
t(', l>e realized from the *steamer^('ompanies^ the proposal being that a 
levy of one anna should be as^iessed per rupee on freights as well at 
on passenger fares.* To my nH'nd, Sir, *that doe^not seem to be very 
high, but th^rg is one thing which should be considered, namely, tliJ^t 
the ultimate incidence of thk taxation will tall on the ]>assengers and 
the ji^^on’s who despatch the gmids. •! am not against all ]>roposal8 
for taxation. People ver'^dfi^ >eached the limit 

of taxation, and that there is no further scoiie for any more taxation. 

1 do not at all agree with that vi^’. There is a very large n(‘oih* for 
taxation so far as the rich jieople of our (ountry are concerned. There- 
fore although indirectK’ the poor |>eople will be affected by this taxation 
measure, I am not against it. , 1 am surprised at the objection that has 
been raised on behalf of the -Steamer ctonqianies against this pro])osed 
taxation. They will no doubt have t(v jmy .something;* but 1 think 
as the maintenance of these water (hannels will be mainly for th(> 
purpose of navigation the return that the strtimer companies will get 

will far outviieigh the disadvantages of paying^of a small lax. 

• 

The Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazyr: 

Sir, I may l)c permitted k) intervene in this debate at this stage and 
to state on lx»half of Government the policy which they intend to follow 
with regard to the formation of* the Board. As has already been said 
by the previous sjjeaker, there is a sense in this tHo^e that the Act 
should be looked into more thoroughly by the members of this Legis- 
lature and that in deference to their wishes ^and for the fact that 
Govenimeiit would like to take \i\y further eiuiiiiry on thd question and 
settle up other details before they come up with their proiwsal regarding 
the formation of the ^ard, we have derided to i^stpone the formation 
of the Board. Under these circumstances, I hojie my friend the movdr 
would be kind enough to withdraw hit motion. 
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Rti HAREM ORA NATH CHAU DH UR lie On a point of order, Sir. 
Are we to understand that, we have to vote 4he whole demand even 
though the Board may not be formed this year? 

The Hoti*ble Mi?e A. K. FA21.UL HUQ: May 1 point out, Sir, that 
the position is that the whole demand has been made unde]’ a specific 
motion and there are only token cuts in order to discuss the advisability 
or otherwise of fonning the Board? The Government p^icy is tp go 
on with further enquiries and not to take up the (piestion of the, 
formation of the Board till enquiries are coinpjett^d. So 1 submit theie 
is no point in the objection laised., 
r 

Mr. SPEAKERS .1 think Mr. Chhudhjii you will underst and that 
the Hon’ble Minister has said that he has ])ostppned the measure but 
he has not said that it has been ]H)stponed till next vear. I lake it 
that by iH).stp()nemep+ be means merely'* post i>on emeu t for the present 
and that, if necessary, it might 1 k‘ taken up in ihe course of the year. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDk!URI: Th^ llon'ble Minister 
should declare that he is going to take U)) the formation (d‘ the Water- 
ways Board within this year, 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUL H.UQ/ Till certain emjuiries are 
<omplete(l. 

<r< • 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: When will this enquiry 
be completed? ‘ 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQs Jt may be one month or 
tw'o months, but it cannot be said definite]). 

t 

Mr. DAVID HENDRY. Sii*, m view of the assuranc'e given by 
the TTon’bl(‘ Minister, T should like to withdraw* my motion. 

. The motion was , then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

A member: The Hon’ble Minister in charge has been pleased to 
say that ^h^ question of the formation of the Board has been postponed 
till the enqiiirit'f. are completed. Can we know whether after comple- 
tion of the enquiries he wull infonn the House as to the steps he is 
.going to take and whetlier he will take the consent of the House? 

' f" 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

In any case the House will have an o])}>ortunity of giving its opinion 
on the subject in the next budget. 
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Mr. ^RAMATHA NATH BANERJAEi beg •^to move that the 
demand of Rs. 33,10,000 for expenditure under the heads ‘*XV1I — 
Irrigation — Working Expenses — 18 — Other , Revenue Expenditure 
finan<j»d from Ordinary Revenues — 18(1) — Other Revenue Expenditure 
financed from Eamine Relief Fund — 19 — Construction of Irrigation, 
Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works — B — Financed from 
Ordinary Revenues and 68 — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works’^ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

The Irrigation* Department which has come to my honourable friend 
the Maharaja of . Kaaijn bazar is a, very happy department. It is a 
department which Iras immortalised most of <|ui| rulers. *We have first 
of all the Ronaldshay dredg.er. J was reading'the other night one of* 
the speeohes of ^r. ‘Azizul Haque as he then was and I discovered 
that an insignificant*sum^of Rs. 64 lakhs was spent on the Ronaldshay 
dredger: quite rightly became the Ronaldshay star is still on 'the 
ascendant. Then we had the Anderson weir.* Ttie Anderson weir has 
cost this province Rs. 4,60,000^ Then we have had the Cowley and 
Burdwan dredgers ^which the llon’ble I|j[ini^ter ^ charge of Irrigation 
Department is now very anxious to sell. And fust and not the least 
we have ha(> tlie instance of the Bijoy cut. As far as this department 
is concerned, I see it presents a budget which is an enigma and is full 
of in^icism to anybody in this House. The long speech of the 
Hon’ble Maharaja did noi^ttow much light on the manner and the 
method of keeping accounts in preset budget. 

My two motions relate to certain distress in local areas and there- 
fore the question may be raised that they raise questions of local 
importance and the valuable time of the House should not be wasted. 
Sir, in 42 hours time allotte<l to the budget, we shall from this side 
of the House vote away 12,60 lakhs of the tax-payers’ money and at 
that rate we shall vote away Rs. 50,000 every minute, and the two 
schemes merely cover an item of Rs. 6 lakhs, ^erefore in all humility, 
I shall ask ypu for youi indulgence and the pt^ience of the House for 
granting me tke mathematical period of at least 12 minutes : Six lukhs 
divided by 50,000 gives me exactly 12 minutes ^ • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Six lakhs d^ided by 50 
is not equal to 12 minutes. 

Hr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Suhrawardy is e great 
mathematician like myself. • ^ 

The Damodar Prpject was first initmted in 1927 by the Maharaia 
of Burdwan just for the purpose of supplying water to the area under 
irrigation and for the purpose of prevention of malaria. So this canctl 
had a double object, namely, irrigation and sanitation. In 1932, a part 
of the canal was completed and the canal was to cover an area of 300 
27 
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miles long and it^was to ^ver a large stretch of 1,34,000 acret-of land 
and 300 villages. We had told that when the candf w^s complet- 
ed an Eldorado would come into being and the water of the^ caual 
would divide and distribute liquid gold ‘all round. Well, Sil^ that ^ 
expectation has been falsified. In 1935, the canal was taken out of 
the operation of the Irrigation Act, quite an ancient institution and an 
ancient statute which has been in operation for the last half a century 
and then this area was placed under a statute known aft the Bengal 
Development Act of 1936 by an expiring Parliament. My friend the 
Don’ble Mr. Nausher Ali who was strongly opposed to the passage of 
the Act at th^o time ' described it las a ^‘Long ’PafiliaKient”. In tihis 
, Assembly I have comei to discover Colonel Pride and Protector Crom- 
well. I hope these twO historical parts will be taken up by the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of Irrigation and the Honourable Chief Minister, 
resepctively. . * 

The second opponent of the measyre was my honourable friend 
Mawab Musliarruf Ilossain'who descnl^ed the Development Act as the 
first offspring of an important member oj the Indian. Civil Service about 
^yhose wisdom and experience I heard my friends of the European group 
of singing dithyramb. 'Nawab Musharruff Hossain iriMiis inimitable 
language objected to two things. He objected to the putative character 
of tlie Act and liis second objection was to the rale of the levy wliich 
was to be charged upon the “fortunate^’ people who were to reside by 
the Eldorado. He said that the rif7e fixed per acre, viz., Rs. 5-8 which 
was the maximum under the Act might just as well be considered as 
the minimum. Therefore according to his mathematics in which he 
is entitled to claim greater knowledge than the Hon’ble Mr. Suhra- 
wardy, the maximum became equivalent, to the minimum so that the 
playfairs’ axfiom in Geometry liere came to true. Sir, on tihe treasury 
benches so there were practically two dissentients of the measure : 
there were also other dissentients in the old council. 

Sir, the rate of levy wdiich the HonTde Khwaja Sj,r Nazimuddin 
vehemently denied before tlie old council as a lax (I have not been 
able to understand the distinction between tax and levy) was Rs. 5-8 
per acre the ^maximum. The result is that the poor tenants are 
groaning absolutely under the weight; of this tax. The position when 
the levy was i^goosed was very different from the position to-day. At 
that time this canal project cost the Government of Bengal a small 
sum of Rs. 124 lakhs. The Government in those days were not in 
affluent circumstances — I will not say “insolvent” because no Govern- 
ment become bankrupt — and the Government of Bengal with the sanc- 
tion of the Government of India raised a loan at a high rate of interest, 
viz., 6 per cent. On that basis it was calculated that Rs. 6J lakhs 
niust be raised from the area concerned in order to liquidate the inter- 
est charges and to meet the capital raised on account of the project. 
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Now ft Apod fairy caipetto this land prior toVhe inauguration of Pro- 
vincial AutoytiPmy in this province, that is, Sir Otto Neimeyer. His 
report has enabled Bengal to liquidate all this obligations to the Gov- 
ernmeitt of India with certain exceptions and so far as the capital 
whidh was borrowed from the Government of India and the interest 
charges on that capital are Joncerned they have been wiped off. There- 
fore the plain position to-day is that under section 12 of the Bengal 
Devdlopment aAct the people of the locality are bound to pay levy for 
meeting the maintenance, the establishment and the repair charges of 
the canal area only. • * ‘ * 

If you look ^t the White Paper Sir, — we hi^^ so many colours in 
the Irrigation Department; I lilje the colour white it is the emblem • 
of simplicity anc^ truth and there is the gre<ui which is the emblem 
of Islam and you haVe the eartlily colour representing no doubt the 
silt which is fertilising tfie Jkmodar area tt)-day— you will find that 
the Governmq^it have (d^ssified^ the revenue •from this head as “pro- 
ductive” and (lovernment are n^iking a neJ ])rofit of Rs. d,d7,000 oii^ 
this account. If the Hon’ble^ Financ| Minister and the Hon’ble 
• Minister in cliargc* of Irrigating are pleased to lijtten to the distress of 
the people oh area then this sum of Rs., 3,87,000 might just ai 
well be levied from them amf then the rate of levy at Rs. 5-8 per acTe 
will v&me down to Rs. 1-<S per acre. I see tiie Hon’ble Minister for 
Irrigation is slinking his h^^d^iolently. I am tdld that the TIonTde 
Minister for Irrigation and the IRgi’lde Minister for I>and Revenue 
have extensive zemindaries in that area and I am sure they are follow- 
ing the report of Lord Cornwallis in 1793 and are trying to pose them- 
selves as friends of the* tenantr\ , as landlords of the improved British 
type. • 

Mr, Speaker, Sir, the position then is this, that it is not necessary 
even for the fiscal purposes to continue this levy at the rate of Rs. 5-8 
on this canal area. My friend the Hon’ble IrriJS^ation Minister tailked 
about another^ survey— the talk of survey in t^at ar(‘a strikes terror 
into the heart #f the tenantry — and that survey will connect the Eden 
canal area with the Damodar canal area. I know, Sir, that this survey 
will cost, according to the Imdget of tlie HoiCble Minister, Irrigation, 
23 thousand rupees, and how is this amount going to* bo dfstributed P > 
Well, for the survey officers, their furniture and their camp equipment, 
out of Rs. 23,000 a small sum of Rs. 7,500 must be*8p<iirt. The furni- 
ture and the camp equipment, I am sure, will fertilise the area between 
the Damodar canall and the Eden canal. (Hon’hle Mr. I^. S. Suiira- 
wardy: and the palm tree.) My friend talks about the palm tree. 
The palm tree is a nartive of Arabia wthere he ought to go. 

Mr. Speaker, so far*then as this question is concerned I maintain* 
with all the emphasis that I can command that it is an intolerable 
burden upon th% tenantry ^in that area. It is not a local question 
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merely because Mr. Tow^end whom I charafaterized as the putative 
father of the Development Act of 1935, in a communique issued before 
he left these sihores said that the Damodar canal area is thd^ testing 
ground for the whole of Bengal, dnd if it is a testing ground for the 
whole of Bengali, I submit. Sir, that tl]^at question* should receive 
very anxious consideration from the Government. What I submit. 
Sir, is this that this area should be surveyed, the grievances of the 
tenantry sihould be very carefully assessed and for that purpose I am 
inviting the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Irrig/ition and the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of Land Revenue, who as "I have said, have exten- 
sive zemindarfes in tl^at area, alo^ng with Moslem and Hindu repre- 
sentatives of the Legislative Assembly (Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq: Invite me) in a'ssociation with the leaders of thought and action 
in that area, to come to a sort of a constructive programme about the 
working of the Bengal Development Act. * 


I heard the Hon’ble Chief Minister'say h4 wants an Invitation. I 
'thought my function as a Brahmin ^nly entitled me to receive an 
invitation from the , Hon ’Me Chief Minister. 


Sir, we on this skle ’of the House are in favour 'of constituent 
assembly and the other side is in favour of round table conferences, 
but let us have not a constituent assembly nor a round table cotiference 
but a tour of ins])ection by the members'^ or this side of the House and 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister and the Hon’ble Miinster in charge from 
tJhe Treasury Benches. I recall with gratitude that four annas in the 
rupee has been remitted by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Irriga- 
tion but that remission is not adequate and I appeal to the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister and the Hon’ble Minister for Irrigation to do something 
to alleviate 'the real distress of the people of that area. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I was and I am still of the belief ,that palm trees 
do grow in Bengal. If my friend is not aware that palm trees do grow 
in Bengal, instead of my going to Arabia, -^may I advise my friend to 
travel some parts of Bengal before he talks about the conditions of the 
country P ^ 


Mr. «I0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, has not the Hon’ble 

Minister only wasted the time of the House? (A voice: “and 
money.”) 


Mr, 8PEAKER: I am afraid Mr. Suhrawardy has wasted two 
minutes’ time of the House. 
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I have got about sii^or^even names of members who want to speak. 
I propose to follow the order and I think it will be* convenient if the 
members aVoid rising up except in the following order: — 

I 5 

Maharaj Kumar of Bhrdwan! 

Mr. Jasimuddin Ahmed. 

Mr. Banku Behari Mandal. 

Mr. Maqbul Hosain. 

Mr. Adwaiia Kpmar Majhi.^ 

Dr. Sanaullah. 


Maharajkumar UDAYK5HAND MAHTA... . ..... 

glad to avail myself of the dffportuuity for the discussion of the frri- 
gation budget and to make ce^t^in observations regarding the distress 
of the people in the Damodar J^anal area. * My friend, Mr. Pramath^ 
Nath Banerjee, hafi so ably pi^jt the ra.s^ before tQie House and quoted 
most of the #tjtistics that I was going to quote myself that I do not 
propose to waste the time of* the members of ^his House by repeating 
what^ has said. But that does not mean that I will alllow the oppor- 
tunity to slip through witlJ^ajit saying a few things about the levy 
charged in that area from the cultivators. Sir, under the Bengal 
Development Act of 1935, a levy oT Rs. 5-8 per acre is charged from 
the cultivators and I am sure that my friend the Irrigation Minister 
knows, as well as mahy otliers of this House, that there has been a 
great deal of agitation and a^ great deal of hardship due to the levy 
of Rs. 5-8 per acre. I myself presided at one of the meetings at the 
Burdwan Town Hall on the 1st of March, the proeeediflgs of which 
were sent, to the then Divisional Commissioner as well as to the Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department, but am afraid at least no 
appai;ent action seems to liave been taken in t^e matter. Then again 
I think it waS on the 14tjh June that the Honourable the Irrigation 
Minister received a deputation from Burdivan regiyding the imposition 
of this tax or levy, as my* friend Mr. Banerjee has called it. 1 had a 
talk wdth the Honourahle the Irrigation Minister ahd I ^^nde^stand 
that Government is proposing to show certain concessions to»the ‘people 
for paying up their arrear dues but may I poinf ow<f that although 
Government may consider to give concession to the people regarding 
arrear dues, the actual trouble, namely, tihe levy at Rs. 6-8 per acre 
still remains there, and this is a matter which the Honourable 
Minister should take*up and whether he reduces it Re. 1-8 per acre, as 
sugegsted by Mr. BanA^jee, or whether he assesses it at any other rate 
he should do so after personally visiting the place and looking into 
the matter carefully and meeting people and bearing their grievances 
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direct. Sir, as there are! many other speaker^ after this 1 do not pro- 
pose to ^aste much of the time of the House, but I would suggest that 
regarding the arrears which are due to Government at least half of the 
arrears should be remitted and time given for the people to pay up 
the remaining half and when reassessments are made J would suggest 
that they are made in such a way as only the actual working expenses 
of the Canal are charged from the people. I know that Government 
do not propose to make a gift of the Canal to us and^ I am not a 
party to the idea of people not paying any taxes^ bu,t the taxes should 
be fixed at such a figure that it would he easily possible for the culti- 
vators to pay ^withou| any hardship and lastly; I \i^ctfild suggest that 
any further extensionlta the Damodar Canal should not be taken up 
until proper enquiry is made and the 'pres^ent question of levy has been 
settled. I think that the best possible thing wpuld' be if iny friend 
the Honourable the Irrigation Minister world at his earliest conve- 
nience visit the arear peponally, hear t^e grievances direct from the 
people and try to come to some sorl^ of understanding ^so that their 
grievances may be removed. We wan^ the Canal, we want water, but 
we are not prepared /o pay a’a exhorbj^tant rate of taxation which is 
alrwidy impossible for the cultivators to pay. With these few words, 
Sir, 1 su])j>ort the motio'ii of my friend Mr. Banerjee. 


Mr, BANKU BEHARI MANDAtf’ Mr. Speaker, Sir, I fully 
support the cut motion of my hoBTOurable friend, Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee. Sir, the oppression of the certificate officials in the matter 
of realization of rent of the Canal has become so terrible that the 
Damodar Canal has now become a menace to the people of Burdwan. 
For the severity with which the Canal dues are realized by the certi- 
ficate official the Canal has become a horror to the people of the canal 
area. Meetings after meetings were held in different villages by the 
cultivators and agitatfors were made in the newspapers almost every- 
day but in vain. It did not reach the ears of our Government. When 
the Canal was excavated people had high hopes of their fvture prosperity 
but now it has become a dread. When there is a talk of extension of 
this Canal to the other areas of this district, the people 'instead of 
welcoming'dt look at it with horror and dismay. Now, Sir, there are 
certain defects of this canal tax. Wnether the lands are irrigated or 
not, whether the, cultivator takes water or not for his land, or whether 
there is necessity of water for his land or not, the cultivator has to pay 
his tax. Sir, if there be no sufficient rainfall there is less water in 
the Damodar river and the canal authorities cannot supply canal water 
to the whole of the canal area in time, t.e., in the proper time of culti- 
vation, bnt the tax is realised. 

The tax is so heavy and excessive that it has become impossible for 
th^ people to pay. For this tax, the canal instead of <being a blessing 
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to tb» people it has Iftecoiie a source of eTil. The Bengal Develop- 
ment tax has added insult to the injury. A cultivator has to pay 
about Bs.'2 per bigha as tax for his land, i.e., double the rent he pays 
to his landlord as the average rent per bigha k one rupee or one rupee 
two annas. The assessment of the tax is based on false ground. The 
Government ofl^cial view k that 50 per cent, of the arability of the 
land has been improved by canal water and that no manure is necessary 
as the cana^ water bears sufficient manure with it. I must say, Sir, 
that it is a false idea. The arability of the land has not been improved. 
Government fails to ftik^ note that the price of paddy is very low. Th^ 
cultivator now fiids that his position has now become worse for the 
heavy canal taxes lie has to pay. We hoiy,|Sir, that the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Irrigation Departmint should consider the* 
case of the cultWators of Burdwan and reduce the tax. The interest 
and loan charges have l^een written off by Neimeyer report. Under 
section 12 of the Bengal Dejpelopment Act,' 1985, Government is •now 
entitled to the maintenance cost and superviRion cost of the ('anal for 
which now the sum of Rs. 2,87,t)00 has been set aimrt. 

As regards Eden Canal, urhler Act, 1985, thi1^ canal has no separate 
existence ami .increased rate at Rs. 8-8 and Jls. 4-8 have been leviad 
on the assurance of the supply of water from the Daniodar Canal. 
But ftie Damodar Canal cannot supply* water ; so increased rate cannot 
be charged and the old raV<^w^Rs. 1-8 per acre should be levied. 

Sir, the cultivators are not in apposition to pay this lieavy tax. If 
they liave to pay this tax to the Government as well as to the zemindars, 
they will scarcely hspve anything for their family expenses. Under 
the circumstances, Government sliould extend the time for the payment 
of arrear taxes. It is impoffsible for, them to pay this arrear tax 
within the month of September; if Government do not exfend the time, 
it will be very difficult for the cultivators to pay. As regards the 
Committee of Enquiry, I should say that it i^lfould be formed of non- 
officials witli* some members of the Cabinet a^d in the meantime the 
time should Ue extended. 

With these words I beg to support the motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath 
Bannerjee. 


Al-Haj Maulana Or. 8ANAULLAH: Mr. Spj&aW, Sir, being on 
this side of the House I do not propose to criticise the action of the 
Government but 1 rise to support the cut motion of Mr. Banerjee on 
different grounds. I would like to draw the attention of Government 
to a few patent fact^. The fact is that the attention of Government is 
naturally .concentrated towards the works of irrigation in western 
Bengal and I think they take very little care of eastern Bengal. Sir, 
last year I submitted an application to the then Hon’ble Member in 



728 


[ 28 m Aug,, 


f , pEMAND FOB GRANT. / 

charge of Irrigation for the re-excavation <lf the dead river Dhurang 
in the north-eastern part of Chittagong and also for straightening the 
zig zag course of the river Halda in that part of the district. But 
unfortunately that application was mislaid by the then Hon^ble Member 
in charge of the Department in the midst of his volumes of papers. So 
through no fault of ours we have been deprived of the immediate action 
of the department. Now this year again we have submitted an appli- 
cation signed by about a thousand people of the district concerned for 
taking immediate action for the re-excavation of the dead river Dhurang 
and straightening of the zig zag course of the river Halda which cause 
periodical floods and consequent los^ of property and dives. The recent 
flood in Chittagong, of Which I have given a short-notice question also, 

' was a direct result of these two rivere and J find that Government is 
so callous in this direction that though I handed ove* the question to 
the department on the 26th of this month yet up till now we have not 
beeii favoured with reply. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I think that before you make any 
remark I would like tQ,draw ycnr attention to the fa^t that if you have 
any such important question to be answered you should give earlier 
notice of an ordinary question and not a short-notice qu^jstion. I hope 
you will realise the difficulty of dealing with a short-notice question as 
it concerns the Assembly Department too. In view of the circura^nces, 
I hope you will take this fact into consiSefrftion. 

AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH; I bow down to your ruling 
but 1 would like to remind the Government that 'this being a matter of 
great public importance some of my colleagues coming from Chittagong 
even suggested to me to move an adjournment motion because the people 
are dying of 'starvation and pestilence. I think telegraphic communi- 
cation is not held up owing to this flood. If Government are sympathe- 
tic, they could get '‘the necessary information from the district 
authorities by this time It is a matter of great pity for us, specially 
members of Chittagong concerned to sit tight here whefl thousands of 
oui* countrymen are suffering from starvation and epidemic. With these 
few words I again draw the attention of the Hon^ble Minister concerned 
to take imnfediate' action on these two minor projects. 

Mr. ADWAIYA KUMAR MAJI: (Spoke in Bengali in support of 
the motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee.) 

Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN. (Spoke in Bengali of which the 
following is an English translation): — 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the amount assigned for Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage works in this year’s budget is extremely 
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insufficient and insignifitSantrfor a vast province like Bengal. Innumer- 
able rivers and waterways of Bengal are dyAig or dead. They are 
badly in ne«d of reclamation. Moreover quite a large number of bunds 

are required for protecting the people against •flood. 

» • 

I am extremely disappointed that no expenses under this head have 
been earmarked in the budget for our district of Tippera. Is there no 
necessity for incurring such expenditure in the District of Tippera P 
I want information on this point. 

Since the very beginning of British rule breaches have been occur- ^ 
ring annually in the bupti of the river Guinti. Formerly, the respon- 
sibility for preserving this bund lay with th^ Ifaharajti of Tippera. 
But as a result of the resolution jnoved in the legislative Council in • 
1917 by S§. Amijia Chandra Dutt, Government *took over the charge 
of the bund in 1920. Every year Government levies a tax for the 
bund from the Maharaja o? Tigi^era but no repair has yet been donc^to 
it. 

In reply to the question put ^y Sj. Dhirendra Nath Dutt during the* 
present session of the Assemb^% Goverfim^nt sl|^ted that no repair 
would be un(hertaken in the bund to the north of Comilla as it w’oul(^^ 
cause damage to the district.* What I w^ant to ask is that, are lakhs 
of peasants* and inhabitants of Tippera^ to suffer for the benefit of a 
handful of individuals of CqjjliJla? 

In 1884, the bund to the north erf the Gumti river having l)rokeu, 
the flood that ensued killed thousands of men and women. The Offieial 
Report put the number.of deaths at 700. There was a terrible c itbreak 
of famine in the Gumti region. The Report of the Abliay A lam of 
Comilla showed that crops worfh 30 lakhs of rupees had been damaged 
in 1929 as a result of the flood due to the breach in the rf)und to the 
north of the Gumti river. AVhile the Report of the Government 
estimated the damage at 25 lakhs of rupees uniy. 

The breaclf in the buAd of the Gumti resulted in flooding tlu' entire 
area under the^urichang and Debidw^ar police-stations. Some portions 
of the Kasba, Nabinagar, Muradnagar and Kotwalbpolice-stations weH 
also affected. More than 5 lakhs of men and women belonjj^ing lo the 

said police-stations in Comilla sixffered from the effects of the^flood. 

• 

I next proceed to give some account of the Titas ry?«r in the Brah- 
manbaria subdivision of my own district. The Titas river provides the 
only communication for boats in the Brahipanbaria subdivision. 
Akhaura in East Bengal is a famous centre of jute business. Lakhs of 
maunds of jute are iiftported here every year. The Titas river between 
Akhaura aqd Ujani8ar,»a distance of about 5 miles, has been affected by 
the formation of a char — to the great inconvenience of communication; 
In addition to this the obstruction to passage of water caused by char 
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land in Hill Tippera and Assam regions Ifeadi to the accximnlation of 
Water in the eastern part of Akhaura, and irops are damaged almost 
©very year. 

Owing to floods, and inundation and, damage of agricultural pro- 
duce every year,* Tippera has turned into a playground of famine. 
Under the pressure of wants and privation thousands of peasants in 
Tippera are quitting their native country and migrating to the wilds 
and jungles of Assam in a most penurious and helpless condition. 
To-day, Tippera is going to be converted into ^a depopulated district. 
With reference to these matters resolutions were adopted last year in 
the presence .of the, present Urinte Minister of Bengal (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Fazlul Huq), atj^tlie Comilla session of the Tippera District 
Peasant’s Conference- and the Kharamptir'' session of the District Co- 
operative Debtor’s Conference. He was not then in the office of the 
Prime Minister. “If I can ever find a place in the cabinet,” said he 
*‘T will solve all tluse problems”, 

(The member, having reached thfc time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

Mauivi ABUL aASHIM: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Townend, the 
*then Rural Development Commissioner, .-Bengal, in his Pamphlet on 
the Damodar Canal and the pand Development Act, says with^ regard 
to the Damodar Canal agitation that persons who have been most vocal 
are politicians coming from Calcutta amf “its neighbourhood and con- 
sistently opposed to everything (tone by (Government. At the very 
outset, Sir, I would like to tell the House that I neither come from 
Calcutta or its neighbourhood, nor do I belongtto that group which is 
consistently opposed to anything and everything done by Government. 
After what has been said by, my honourable friend the mover of the 
motion, Mr! Praraatha Nath Banerjee, and the Maharaj Kumar of 
Burdwan, I do not think that I have got anything more to say to 
strengthen the case. T* would like to draw the attention of this House 
to only one point. The entire idea of this Damodar Capal, as already 
pointed out by the mover of the motion, is irrigation* and sanitation. 
Eor sanitation it i| necessary that the Damodar Canal must be in a 
position to serve these two purposes, viz., d^rainage and flushing. But 
80 far as these two things are concerned, I think, Sir, I shall not be 
contr^idict/^d if I say that the Damodar Canal completely fails, and, 
therefore, 50 par cent, of the benefits that we expected from the Canal 
we are not getting now. As regards irrigation, I may state that the 
Burdwan district has, rice as its main crop, and. Sir, for the proper 
growth and cultivation of rice 60 inches of rain is necessary. Normally, 
in the Burdwan Canal Area there is a rainfall of^bO inches and several 
points. And so from this it appears, and also from our experience 
of the past few years it appears, that during normal rainfall the Damodar 
Canal is more or less useless; during abnormal rainfall the Canal is 
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positivrfy harmful; anS^diring drought It useful provided it can 
supply ^8 much water as is necessary for the proper culfivation of paddy. 
The Diniodar river is not a navigable river ; it is a hill-fed river ; and 
as such it cannot supply wa^er unless there i^ heavy rainfall in the 
Hazaribagh and. in the Nilgiri areas. It has been Qur experience that 
during periods of drought ^he Damodar Canal, as it is worked now, 
cannot supply water as and when it is needed. Therefore, it is our 
considered opinion that the Damodar Canal is a colossal failure. It 
is said that a very large amount, viz., 1 crore and 24 lakhs, has been 
spent in constructing this canal, but this should be no reason why, 
Burdwan, particylhrly the area covered by the Damodar Canal Area, 
sliould be saddled with this heavy taxation, iuA*to realize the money 
that Government hav^ spent* on *it. We have got, Sir, various other • 
aiguments* which •we ^an put forward in favour of taking away the 
Damodar Canal Area frcun the operation of the Development Act. 
But, at the present moment 'l/am not going so Jar as that. A few 
demands have already bt^en put ^forward by previous sptMikera coming 
from the district of Burdwan. One of thdJ^e demands is that 5() per 
cent, of the arreai* rent should^now be^remitteci. Now, Sir, I think 
there is good^ justification for this demand. We are, of course, grateful 
to Government for remitting ^5 per cent, now.* Tlie second demand if 
that skice the Niemeyer Settlement hafy settled the financial difficulties 
of the Government of Bengal, the Government will be pleased to 
realise from the Damodar* Caiial Area just that much money whi(h 
they have to spend for keeping and •maintaining this Canal. An idea 
is being spread amongst our Eastern Bengal friends that if Government 
accept our proposals, then it would mean that the sum of one crore and 
24 lakhs, the money which has been spent on the Damodar Canal from 
the revenues of Bengal, will be a gift, to the people of the Burdwan 
district. At the very beginning I have stated. Sir, thtit we do not 
think that so much money spent over the Canal will do the desired 
good. I maj' go further, Sir, and say that tbiif money has been mis- 
spent and wasied, for whicdi the district of Burdwan or any other distriot 
cannot be helfl responsible. However, Sir, 

The member having ie,^ched the time-limit, re.^nim'd liis seat. * 

• ^ 

Mr. B. MUKHERilEE: (Spoke in Bengali in support of^he motion 
of Mr. Piamatha Nath Banerjee.) * •• 

• 

Mr, F. C. BRASHER: In rising to speak on behalf of the Europaen 
group I feel that I am a voice crying in the wilderness created by the 
Damodar Canal because I am the first speaker who has risen to oppose 
this motion. Might I say, Sir, that in the first place I have been 
listening in a spirit of what I trust is patient enquiry. So far as 
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written evidence is concerned we Have been able to see what has been 
written in the various i^^ewspapers on the ond' side and what has been 
said in the statement issued by the Rural Development Commissioner 
on the other side, as to the value or otherwise of the measure. We 
have to consider whether or not the arguments which have been put 
forward in favour of the proposed cut hrve been adequately met or 
whether the facts which have been given by Government show that 
these arguments are not suflBcient to weigh the balance in favour of 
the motion. I would submit to the House that the criticisms' *which we 
have heard to-day as regards the utility of the canal^do not in any way 
meet the statements which have ^een made op behalf of Government 
as to the benelit whicji Jias been and is being conferred. While I am 
on this point I woulll like to point out that my honourable friend 
Mr. Abul Hashim told the House that Burdwan does not require tho 
canal. He says that in fact the canal has only lieen of use in excep- 
tioiial cases, that is to say drought. Hhe last drought, I believe, was 
in the year 1935 when 1 happened to be in the Burdwan district and 
^when I was very much struck by the possibilities which would have 
existed in the ordina,ry courf^? of evehts of avertirg the drought and 
the consequent very* serious distress ahd damage had the canal been 
^completed 3 or 4 years earlier. 

My hon’ble friend the Maharaj Kumar of Burdwan said that 
Burdwan certainly wished to have the ^/al and made the point that 
the real grievance was as regards the levy imposed under the Rural 
Development Act. Might 1 point out that the grievance is one which 
was specifically dealt with by the Rural Development Commissioner at 
page 17 of his report. In order to save time I would summarise what 
he said: that under section lU(t/) of the Act the whole of the area 
served by the canal is subject to a uniform rate of levy, viz., Rs. 5-8 
per acre. He also goes on to say that he docs not consider that that 
is a fair method of ai.sassment. He says that some lands benefit less 
.Hian other lands and suggests that while Government should have the 
right to impose a rate producing say an average of Rs. 5^8, the amount 
actually imposed in each particular instance should be subject to 
variation. That I think is a reasonable suggestion and one that I would 
like to submit fer the consideration of the Government. But, Sir, I 
think ’^haf' in discussing this motion ’to-day we have taken a narrow 
view. We have befen discussing the Damodar canal but we have not 
considered the wider implications involved in any resolution to reduce 
the grant under this head. There are vast areas in Bengal at the 
present time which are described as decadent or decaying areas and 
which, so far as one can see will, in the ordinary course of events, 
increase in size and poverty as time goes on. »That is not a state of 
affairs which any member of the House or any party in the House 
can possibly accept. It is our bounden duty to see what we can do 
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to bring about improveii^eiit in these areas, |nd it seems to me that 
if we accent the position that any measure of irrigation is going to be 
attacked because it imposes a burden upon the people of any parti* 
eular locality or, and, I trust, I amdiot being unfair in so submitting, 
because it is the Government which has done something to benefit the 
people of the locality, then we are taking a wrong and narrow view. 
It seems to me that on irrigation, little as I know about it, depends 
to a large extent the salvation of vast areas of Bengal. I therefore 
oppose the motion. , 

The Hon’ble Iflaharaja 8RI8 Cft/ANDRA NANDY, §f Kasimbazar: 

As has been said by the honoujable mover *t ^dmit the complicated ^ 
nature of# the accounts whic*h he has found sodie difficulty to follow 
in the budget which lias been presented before the House. But what- 
ever that may be, leaving ou^he complicated portion, I am sure^the 
members will easily be ^ble to find out that GoveAiment do not'propose 
to make any profit out of the i^ceipts fropi the Damodar canal area. 
The figure which tjie mover ha» quoted possibly has left out of account 
the money which has been remitted as a result o%the Neimeyer report. 
Now, Sir, it*hiis been urged that as the entire^amount which was speui 
over the D^^odar canal area has been remitted, we should not take 
into consideration that amount when calculating the rate for the levy. 

I may point out that the aifWUnt which was remitted was remitted for 
the province as a whole and it is fo^ the House to decide if they would 
like to allocate a portion of the amount for the excavation of the canal 
in a certain district. ^It may be that in this particular case the capital 
amount seems to have been paid off, I should say, by mere luck, but 
we should not forget that in ‘any future scheme we will have to take 
into consideration the capital as well as the interest charges for any 
such project. 

It has been stated in the report of Mr. To^nend which I consider 
to be a very, valuable leport (hear, hear from^ the Congress benchus) 
that this measure is an experiment upon which depends other future 
projects. ^ , 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH B/^NERJEE: Save usW Them. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDf/of Kasimbazar: 

If my friend want to be saved I am prepared for it. If the House 
think that there is no need for improving the condition of rivers and 
waterways, and there is no need to spend money for any projects or 
Bchemes-^-if that is tjie verdict of the House, I will be compelled to 
accept it. But I am sure that is not the view of the House as a whole. 
The principle of the levy as contained in the Act is that after some 
improvements %re made, ^oyernment claims half of the actual increase. 
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friends af the cnltivatorl^vdre doing? Did they ever approach me tp 
give me fiijt-hand information about their gnevance’s? Did any of 
them ask me that my presence was immediately necessary? I was pre^ 
pared to go even without the^ requ^t and see things for myself, but 
it was the unfortunate illness that overtook me and JL was not able to 
do 

Sir, it is true that in Bengal it is not in every year that you want 
your lands to irrigated by canal water, but I believe there is differ- 
ence of opinion theVe U)o. ^ Sir, the ordinary people when they get rain 
water they do not want ^he canal water, but for a big project compul- 
sion has to be introduced. There might be ye^rslWhen they might not 
have sufficient rains and might ujjgently require Jean al water. Taking 
thp averagf, Sir, -ind taking also into consideration the effect of canal 
water on land apart from the effect of rain water I should say that the 
scheme has not been given sq^fj^ient time to Isee what the result is* 

. * • • 

Sir, 1 think I have met mo*st^of the points that have been raised 
by Hhe honourable members of the Hous^. * I do not think 1 should i 
go into the other ihatters 8uch.^a8 excavation of\the Dhorung or the 
Teetas river wlpch have been raised by certain members. Sir, as my^ 
time is up I am afraid I canflot discuss some other points which have 
been raised ’during the course of this debate. I will only declare the 
decision of Government on, ^Jws matter. Sir, we have decided to 
appoint a Committee of enquiry with the HoiCble the Chief Minister 
as its president to go into the question in all its aspects and submit 
a report at the earliest opportunity. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, my esteemed frienft' 
Xawab Miisharruff Hossain has taught me tliat it is u Very unwise 
policy to often provoke one’s antagonist, and 1 am not tlieretore going 
to face such a formidable ojijioneut as Mr. IVaffiatha Nath Banerjee. 

1 am free to admit that "enquiry lia.s shown tha,t there is a very wide- 
spread feeling about the distress of the peojile in the Damodar canal 
and the Eden canal areas due to the operation of the Bengal Dtweloy- 
ment Act. Sir, I have received representations in numbers wliicli 1 
forwarded to the Hon ’hie Minister in charge of the Ifrigatiftn Dejiart- 
ment, and 1 believe, Sir, that the expression of the distress by* tlo'se 
people must be based on some genuine grounds, and i>may that it has 
not been got up by agitators with an ulterior purpose. Some of 
these men then came to my house and tried V) explain to me the 
intricacies of the problem. I confess. Sir, that this problem is a very 
complicated one and nothing can be better than enquiry on the sjiot 
by the people who are*'in a position to give information and then tq 
come to a decision as to what further steps ought to be taken. Sir, 

I very much aj^reciate the spirit in which my "friend Mr. Pramatha 
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Nath Banerjee concluded his speech. Let us agree, although we may 
not know exactly that there is a possibility of distress in that area. 
If oji enquiry Government find that some relief ought to be given in 
the interest of humaiiity itself, if not for anything el^, that relief 
ought to be given and will be given. I think an enquiry of this kind 
had better be entrusted to a committee consisting mostly of Bangals 
who have got no vested interest in the Burdwan Division, headed, if 
possible, by one of us. (A voice: You are also a Bangal.) Yes, I am 
also a Bangal. At the present moment the Government policy as has 
• been explained by the Hon^ble Minister in charge, stands, subject to 
this condition, that i| on enquiry the committee can recommend some 
further relief to be ^jven to the people of that area, the recommenda- 
tion will be consider^^d on its merits and, if necessary, the House will 
be consulted. Certainly the leaders of the various sections of the 
House will be consulted before Government come to a final decision, 
and I hope this decision of Government will satisfy the mover of this 
motion. His object in moving the cut motion was to raise a discus- 
sion and to draw the attention of Government and the leaders of the 
various sections of “^his House to the distress that is prevailing in 
^ these areas. Government have accepted the possibility of the distress 
and are prepared to go' into the matter ihoroughly by local inspection 
as early as possible. When that inspection is made the lejKlers of 
the various groups will be informed, tjns House also will be informed 
of the decision taken which I hope will be satisfactory to all concern- 
ed. It will therefore appear thiit the Government has not taken up 
a rigid policy of non-compliance with public opinion. We would 
defer to public opinion as far as possible and fn view of the assurance 
that is given I hope Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee will not press his 
motion. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHAH^RA BOSE: May I request the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister to make clear just one pointy Is it his idea that the 
enquiry committee will consist amongst others the representatives, 
\>oth Hindus and Muhammadans, of the Burdwan district in this 
House ? « 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, all I can say is that 
on an importanh matter like this I would like to consult the leaders of 
the various sections of the House before deciding upon the personnel. 
I think the leaders oL various sections ought to be consulted and should 
have a say in the matter. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY. Are you prepared to accept the 
principle that the representatives of the district affected should be in 
that committee? You may consult the various sectione of the people. 
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The Hoil’ble Mr. A. ^K. fAZLUL HUQ: Possibly that may be, 
but 1 would like the varfous sections of the rtause to' come to a deci- 
sion . J ha(T better consult everybody. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATS BAN’eRJEE: Sir, ^ in view of the 
assuiance given by the HonHile the Chief Minister after the exposition 
in a heoric classical manner by the llon’ble Minister in charge of 
Irrigation, I Jhink I would request the House to grant me leave to 
withdraw the motion subject to one condition about the composition 
of the committee . 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot say that now'.» |’ 

The motions were then, by^lea^e of the Houses withdrawn. 

• * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. ‘Bose, I do not think any profitable (Bs- 
cussion can take place within “these 10 minute^. % 

% 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sj)e^iking for myself 1 do not 
.think any useful pifrj)ose will li^e served by ‘conHvuing the discussion 
for anothei' Kkmjnutes. 

The questioii before the House that a sum of Its. 33,10,000 be 
granted for' expeiuliiine under the he’ild “17 — Irrigation -Working 
Exj^enses — 18 — Other Jt(‘v(*\i' 5 -r* Exi)(‘nditure financpd frotn ordinary 
revenues — IS (1). — Other Bevenue Ejependiture financed from Faming 
Relief Fund — 19. — Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embank- 
ment and Drainage Works — B— Financed from ordinary revenues and 
G8 — Construction of Irrigation Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works,” was put and agreed to. » 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAILUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, with 
your leave 1 wish to make a statement heforej^he House. I have 
I'cceived a note fi'om the lion 'hie leader of the opposition stating that 
a report has fanned currency that near about after 8 p.m. a telegram 
came saying that Sudhendu Dam was dead. 

Mr. Bose enquired froii? the Home Minisfer on Saturday last if 
theiT was any death as there were strong rumours in Calcutt.) that one 
of the hunger strikers is dead. The Hon ’hie Minister info’vned’ the 
Header of the opposition that if he gets any report he vvwill inform the 
leader of the opposition. The Hon’hle Minister (Home) answered a 
short notice question on Monday or Tuesday stating that they had no 
reports of any deaths. Yesterday in spite of the fact that the Minister 
(Home) informed sonfe of the members of the opposition that he had 
no reports ol any death«the Congress members walked out on the basis 
of reports about the death of Sudhendu Dam. Government issued a 
contradiction of the report in all the papers. 

28 
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To-day the Leader of the Opposition h,*is a^^ain heftrd rumours of a 
wire being rec^eived Shortly after 8 p.m. ' regarding the death of 
Sudhendu Dam. Luekily wire despatch from Andamans ' to Govern- 
iiient is timed 9-35 p.an. contradicting rumours of any death taking 
place in Andamans. I would appeal to the Hon’ble Leader of the 
Opposition and responsible public men not to encourage these wild 
reports until Ihey are satisfied there is some basis for believing these 
reports. 

Naturally the members of this House are alKanxious about the 
hunger-strikers. If, God forbid, there w^as any death Government will 
infoi’in the n* embers of this housfe as soon as they leceive any report 
but decency recpiires^ that relatives should be informed first before it 
is publicly announced'. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 3.4.) 2).m. 011 Monday, the 30th 
.August, 1937. at the Assembly House, Oalciitta. ^ 
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» I 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative i Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of Government of India Act, 1935. 

I • 

The Assemb/^y met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 30th August, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (Hie Hou’ble Khan ftahudur 1^. |)A/izijl ®aouk, c.i.E.), 
in the Chair, the Hon’ble Ministejs and 214 memiiers. 


Statement made by the Hon^b^ the Chief Minister in regard to*the 
Andamans prisoners* after thg calling off of the hunger-strike. 

The Hon»ible Mf. A. K. FAJLUL HUQr Ht^ne to-dax s business 
is taken up, ^iiink (hat the House would welcome a siateinent fiom m% 
regarding the Andamans prnftmers. I am glad to Hu>' that, on Sunday 
evening’ wcf leceiveil intbi'ination from l4ie (lovernmenl of India and the 
Chief Commissioner, Andami^iis Islands, that the lnmger-st;'ike luul been 
unconditionally suspended latt* on Saturday night hy an ovtTwhelming 
majority of the strikers, only seven ffolding out against tin* decision of 
the majority. 

I am >>ure that all sections of ihe House will share the relief which 
this news has afforded to my eoHeagues and myself; a great tragedy has 
been averted and 1 should like to take this ()p[K)rlunity of,thanking all 
who have contiibuted towards inducing the strikers to abandon their 
strike which subjected the whole (^immunity to^Teat anxiety. While 
thanking all those who have used their influence to bring about the 
termination of Jhe strike*, 1 think that it would hnly he fair and proper 
ro acknowledge the seivic«*,s <>1 tliose officers, medical and administra- 
tive, who have had the lu^pvy responsibility of presenting the strikers 
from doing greater physical harm to themselves than tjiey lu^ve done. 

As I have said, there are sefen prisoners who have not .suspended 
their strike, hut J want to assure the House that we t^ the view that 
the strike has been abandoned, and that it is now' our duty to pro(*eed 
to give effect to th«* statements which have been paade on behalf of the 
Government in the course of the discussions to which the strike has 
given rise. • 

We shall lose no tiifle in convening a meeting of Party leaders with 
whom we can discuss the question of repatriation. The discussions will 

give us an opportunity of explaining the practical problems and also 

• • • 
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give U8 the benefit of the advice of represenftatifes of various shades of 
public opinion. Moreover, as soon as the session is over, the Home 
Department will take up the examination of the rules reg'arding the 
classification of prisonefs. 


Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the names of tlie seven political prisoners who have not yet 
given up hunger-strike? 


The Hon’bljp Khwa|a Sir NAZI MUDDIN: We hgive not got the 

names. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Will it be possible to get the names of 
theii'.e seven gentlemen? 

f 

, The Hon’ble Khwaja Sit^ NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir 

i * 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: We want thein nUmes so that 
(heir guardians may intervene in the matter. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Nadia and flood. 

•88. Babu HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of* the Communications and WorkA (Irrigation) 
Department aware — 

(t) of a circular entitled “Nadia Distlict and Flood” in which 
'it has been stated that the non-observance of the order will 
* end in legal prosecution, issued by the District Magistrate of 
Nadia, prohibiting the repair of, and construction of, any 
bunds (embankments) in the dried-uj) small rivers and l^'hals 
of Nadia; 

{li) of a feeling of dissatisfaction prevailing .among the peasantry 
of Nadia : and , 

(in) of the immediate consequences of the steps taken, that is, loss 
of the crops of the peasants? 
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(b) If the answer (d) are in the affirmative, will the Hon*bh 
Minister lis^ pleased to state the action proposerl to be taken by Govern 
ment for proper compensation for the loss incurred by the peasants foi 
the steps taken by the District Mag^trate, NaJiaP 

(c) Will the*Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state* the steps proposed 
to be taken by Government for re-excavating silted up rivers and foi 
the removal of obstruction caused to the natural flow of water due tc 
Bail way embankments P 

• • 

MINISTER in c»)arge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORICS 
DEPARTMENT *(the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Qhahtira Ndhdy, of Kasim 
bazar): (a) (/) A copy of the oircular entitled^ “Nadia and Flood” 
which waa issued* by {he Districi Magistrate, ik placed on the Librar;^ 
table. 

{^2) Yes. Til t'le is Minie dissatisfaction at the^ction taken, but* th( 
District Magikt rate has been careful to examine every case on its merits 
Bunds are being allowed where they are rcutlly needed. 

{ill) It is not exjiected that jhere will be* mu(\ loss. There may bt 
some loss to*tl|^* people wlio have lands near the mouths of these smah 
rivers and /r/m/.s', but the bent*fit to the interior of the district will more 
than Sutweigli their loss. Moreovei’, fhe damage is far greater when 
bunds give way under pre^syve of water from the Padme. The real 
remedy is id grow eaily paddy as is^roun in Fast Bengal; the people 
have been advised accordingly and Its. 4,000 in seeds have been 
distributed on loan. 

* 

(h) It is not pioposed to pa> an\ compensation. Embankments are 
mainly resjionsible for the unjiealthine.ss and diminishing fertility of 
the soil in (^oitrul Bengal and the problem cannot be fact^l if compen- 
sation has to 1 m' ])aid for their gradual removal. 

(c) Already toui’ schemes substantially finaifcW by Governmt'nt have 
been taken up in tin* Nkidia district. These n^clude silt clearance of 
old channels \Wiere necessary. More sebenu's are under inve.stigation. 

I understand that the Ea.stern Bengal Baijway ^ines between liana- 
ghat and (toalumlo and ^so between Itanagbat and Lalgolagbat are 
not causing any .serious obstruetipn to the natural flow of water., 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: With iTfd.'ii.Mo answer (c), 
what are the four schemes which have been siibMantially financi'd by 
Government? • , 

The Hon'ble Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The Abhaynagar scheme, Pankhonia-Santosbpur Drainage scheme; 
Nanga-Nagari scheme and the fiii.shing of Tungi and Bhachanghata 
bills. • 
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Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: The opfen^ngs on the railway lines 
near about the headquarters station of Rajshahi are very s^all with 
consequent deterioration of health of the local people and damage to 
crops ffom water-logging 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a q^uestion. Wha^ information do you 
want? 

» 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: 1 wani to kpow. whether this is a 
fact or not. 

Tlie Hon^ble Mahar/%ja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

That does not arise out of this question because it is (}onfined, to Nadia 
district alone. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tint : find you liave brought in, in this (juestion, 
the railway lines between Ranaghat aifd Goalundo. 

(No answer from th" non bii* Minister.) 

*■ Mr. 8A8ANKA SEK'HAR 8ANYAL: Ts li nol n fu('i fhat pails of 
tlie Nadia districi were iniuidaied jusi on Ihe eve of harvesting on 
accouni of absence of protecdion by bunds? 

The Hon'ble Maharaja 8RIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am not aware. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Is there any scheme^ for re-excavating the 
silled up rivers in the district .)f Mursliidabad ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am afraid that (piestion does not arise. 

A t. 

Dr. NALI NAKSHA’SANYAL; With refere^nce to ans'irer (r), is the 
Hon^ble Minister aware that there is a cut called the lli,ioy Cut, the 
water of which doesHiot flow pro])eTly down tjie Railway line? 

Th^ Hori’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHAflDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am aware of the cut mentioned by the honourable member but T am 
not sure under what (‘ondition it is at present. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UUDIN AHMED : May we know what led the 
Hon’ble Minister to issue the Circular? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA nAndy, of Kasimbazar: 

It was issued lij- the Colleetor to improve the condition of the land 
thejre. 
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Mr. M. SHAMSUOd^N ^HMED: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
the Olinznavi Cut has been silted up by this timeP 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 81^8 CHANDRA NANDY, of KasinAazar: 

I have no knowledge ahoui^ihe eondition of the Oltnznavi out at the 
present moment. 


Mr. J0GE6H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased to explain io t]ie House as to how the issue of the (^ironlar will 
improve the condition of the lot'ality? * 

.* • • ... 

Tho Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA llANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I did not mean that the issue ftf the Circular wilj -improve tlie condition 
but what I meant is •that it the instructions contained therein are 
followed, I Ivelieve tliere •is evfp'v likelihood, of the condition of J-he 
land improvii^g. 


Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: Wdiat are those instructionsP 

• • 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have got a copy of thejn on the Library table. 

BaOu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Mfly 1 know whether the answers 
have been supplied by the pirdrict Magistrate of Nadia against whom 
complaints are being made? ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: T think vou should take it as an answer from the 

t 

Hon’ble Minister. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH' SEN: I want information* as to the 
source from which this answer has been obtained by the Hon’ble 
Minister. , 4^ 

t • • 

The Hen’biff Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am afraid I cannot give that information. , • 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Was anv* expeH opinion 
taken before the publication of th*e Circular? • 


The Hon’bte Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Certainly. 


Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Is tbe llon’ble Minister aware that the 
Executive Engineer of tlie Nadia and Murshidabad Rivers Division has' 
been protesting against any attempt to erect any bund or embankment 
on any river in the districts^ of Nadia and Murshidabad? . 
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The Hon'We Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of KasimlMzar: 

I am not aware about the opinion referred to, but certainly the 
Executive Engineer is in favour of action taken by the Collector. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May I barer the liames of 
the experts from whom expert advice was taken? 

The Hon’hle Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, Kasimbazar: 

They are all departmental experts. 

Bahu NAQENDRA NATH SEN: Has any' action been taken after 
the receipt of these notices and the receipt of replies from the district 
authorities and wt^re ^he Executive Engkieers consulted in the matter? 

The Hon’hle Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbszar: 

The Executive Engineer concerned was* a party to the^ issue of that 
Circular. 


Flood in Chittagong. 

to 

*88A. Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) is the Iloii’ble 
Minister in. charge of the llevenue Depa^nent aware that a heavy flood 
has recently devastated the district of Chittagong with disastrous 
consequences in the Cox’s Bazar ‘^subdivision and the northern part of 
the district? 

(h) If so, what steps have the (Government taken or do they propose 
taking for the immediate relief of the cufferers? 

MINI8TER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
8ir Bijoy Prasad Sing^* (a) I am aware that a flood visited certain 

parts of (k)x’s Bazar subdivision and thaiias Satkania, Banskhali, 
Anwara and Batiya ifi the sadar subdivision of the district of Chitta- 
gong, causing some damage to the houses, embankments and to stund- 
ing crops. • # 

{!)) A tmm of Ks. G,500 for distribution of agricultural loans in the 
affected a^eas in the district and Rs.'TbO for gratuitous relief in Cox’s 
Bazar subdivision have been sanctioned by Government at the request of 
the Colleidor of the district. Further sums if required by Collector will 
be sanctioned in dua course. The Revenue Department are in com- 
munication with the Collector on this subject. 

The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I submit that 
since this question was printed I have received a reply from the Collec- 
tor of the district saying that the damage to houses i^ the Cox’s Baza^ 
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subdivision is not very gret^t and that the damage to the standing cjops 
is very small. In the l^dar subdivision, thei^ is some damage to mts 
crop and ^ome damage to the seedlings of aman paddy and Government 
are distributing gratuitous relief in the Cox’s Bazar subdivision and 
loan is beingr advanced to j^^ople in*the Sadar subdivision for the pur- 
chase of seectlings and if nlore loan is required he will recommend for 
further loan. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: How much relief was 
asked by the Collector of, Chittagong for giving.relief ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH FfOY: The full amount 
that was asked for by the CoHect(fr was sanctionod. * 

* • 

Al-Haj Maulana Dr. SANAI^LLAH: Is the Hon’blc MiuiHter"further 
aware that the flood extendetl to the thaiia, Hat^azari and other places 
as published in a local new.spa^nv on the 2Tt.h August? 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^ oil cannyt ask a (|uestion*^m the basis of news- 
paper inforination. 

^ • 

AVHar Maulana Dr- SANAULLAH: But thai is also my personal 

knowledge, Sir. ^ , 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRAS>(d SINCH ROY: Government have 
no information. 

Dri Ht Cl MUKHERJI: Will the form of relief i)roi> 08 ed to be given 
after the agricultural loan amounting 1o Ra. 650 and gratuitous relief 
amounting to Rs. 750 have been distributed be that of an agricultural 
loan or of gravitons relief? 

The Hon’^e Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: That deixinds on the 

recommendation of the Collector. , 

» 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Can the llon^ble Minister 
give ns an idea of the area affet'ied ? ^ • 

• ^ 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY:* No, Sir. 

Dr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: What is !he a^iproximate 
number of people affected by this flood. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Government have 
no informatioij. 
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UNBARRED QUESrhQ#(S 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Non-Hindus Syb- Assistant Surgeons Assistant Surgeons. 

54. Mauivi AFTAB HOSAIN JOARDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local SeV-Governmeut 
Department be pleased to state — ^ 

{i) the number of tiub-Assistant Surgeons' promoted to the rank of 
Assi^f^tant ^^grgeons durii'.'g the last lO years*; and 
(ii) the number of them tliat were jion-Hindus? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH' and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (thavHpn’ble Mauivi Syed Nausher 

Ali): (i) Five, and (i^) Qne. 

« 

^ A^sista. VI, oMi i^oviia. 

. 55. Mr. ABUL H05LAIN AHMED: Will Ihe EoiFme‘ Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Jx)cal Self-Government Departm^t be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the to'lal number of Assistant Surgeons in Bengal ; 

(ii) the number of them that ci're Hindus, Muhammadans and of 
other nationalities; 

(rii) the total number of Sub-Assistant Surgeohs in Bengal; 

(iv) the number of them that are (1) Hindus, (2) Muhammadans, aud 

(3) of other nationalhies ; 

(v) the total number of Sub- Assistant Surgeons recruited sinc^ 

January, 19J2;^ 

{vi) tile number of them that are (1) Hindus, ^(2^) Muha\j^madans, and 
(3) of other flat ion alit ies ; « 

the total number of persons holding subordinate, excluding 
ministeriaf, appbintments in each branch of the Department 
of Public Health, including Engineering Branch; 

(vm) ‘the ..number that are (1) Hindus, (2) Muhammadan^, and 
(3) oL cither nationalities; 

{ix) the total number of persons recruited to the services referred to 
in (rii) since* January, 1932; and 

(,t) the number of them that are (1) Hindus, .^(2) Muhammadans, 
and (3) of other nationalities? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mauivi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (i) to (^r) A statement 
giving the information is laid on the table. 
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Others. 

Nil 

• 

a 

• ^ 

• Nit 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Muham- 

madans. 

_ 

Nil 

• 

15 

• 

2 

Nil* 

3 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

3 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Hindus. 

« 
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Total 
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recruited to 
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ary, 1932. 
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1 

Hindus. 
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237 

24 

13 

20 

3 

10 

6 

6 
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6 

20 
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Total number 
of appoint- 
ments. 

• 

• 

163 

(inckiding 15 
temporarj’ 
officers). 

282 

(including 23 
temporarj- 
officers). 

28 

17 

22 

5 
10 
12^ 

6 

11 

14 

21 

Nil 

1 

• 

1 

Medical Department. 

• 

AjBsistanl^Surgeons 

• • 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons 

• 

Pablic Health Departn\ent. 

Subordinate appointments (includ- 
ing ministerial). 

Malaria Branch — 

P«rmanent • 

Temporarj' 

Public Health Laboratory — * 

Permanent ^ • 

Temporary ^ 

Bengal Vtwcine Laboratory 

Bengal Vaccine Institute 

Bengal Bxcise Laboratory- ^ • 

Publicity Branch — 

Permanent 

Temporary " 

^Engineering Branch 

Smoke Nuisances Commission . . ^ 
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Wards estates!* » 

( f 

56. Maulana MO. MANIRUZZAMAN ISLAMABAD! : (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in ehar^^e the Revenue Department be pleased 
to lay on the tablr a statement showing fQ»’ the present — 

(/) Die number and names of wards estates in each district in 
Beng’al ; » 

(?/) Ilie number of Manao-ers, Assistant Managers, Inspectors and 
Sui)ervisors attached to (‘ach estate with the number of 
Mujlims in emdi case; and 

(HI) the total nunfocr of ministerial -officers and Tahsil Muharrirs 
in eacli district and tlie numlier of those who are Muham- 
madans? 


(h) Will the Ifon’ljle Minister lie {deased to state whether the mini- 
mum percentage of M i^diammadans Im.V been reached in the wards . 

estates? ‘ ' , 

« 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in tlie negative, is the Hon’ble J^inister 
considering the d(‘sirabiliiv of raking steps in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge ef REVlENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Bejoy Prasad Singh Roy)S (o) (/) and (ii) A statement is placed on 
the Library table. 

(ill) The information is noj readily ‘available and would take con- 
siderable timo to collect. 

(b) No niinimiim percentage is prescribed in view of the fact that, 
on assumption of mailTigenient by the Court of Wards, ^hc old staff is 
usually retained. ♦ 

^ Out of 10 probationary Matragers recruited by the Board sim e 1934, 

6 are Muhammadans. 

(c) Doek not iirise. 

t 

* r 

Mr. Speaker’s ruling on advance publication in the Press of questions, 
resolutions and non.official bills not even admitted by the Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER; I^adies and Gentlemen, for iiie last six weeks there 
has been a considerable amount of premature and inaccurate publica- 
tions in the {irese as regards questions, resolutions andcbills, of which 



[R. SPEAKE^,^ . 749 

ven notice for this sessions and in 
reference to other matteA relating to the business of this Assembly. 

Id connection with budget cute, one newspaper jjublished thai over one 
thousand cut motions have b^en tabl^d against demands for grants in 
the Bengal Budget and that t^ie inajArity of the cut motions was directed 
against demand for the Poli(‘e Department. The fact is, a-s members 
must have seen that out of about a thousand budget motions, only 

about 80 concerned the Police Department. 

• • 

2. On Saturdtif last* a member jrom the Proja Party gave notice 
ot an adjournment motion which was receiver! irf oflice* at 1-45 ]).m. 
yet I found the morning ncwspajlers of Saturday publishing not only 
the news about a iiienj)er of the Proja Party giving notic'c of such an 
adjournment motion but ^Iso the terms of the adjournment 

d. It is a Veil cstablkhed cQnvention of th^ House of Commons that 
a member who gives to the press lor publication, questions, resolutions^ 
or other matters l)#fore they a#e admitted ,by ^le Chair, (‘ommits a 
serious breach of the privilege cff‘ the House and Diis jirivilege is very 
jealously guarffed. It is alsy an established fcnd well known parlia- 
mentaiy convention that ii is only the n|embers who have the right and 
privilege of first getting notice of all questions, n'solutions and bills. 
The House will agree with ‘me that it is very undesirahle ^f in maters 
connected with the Assembly Imsinets the memlHfrs have to get their 
first informations from newspa])er reports and that puhlifiations of this 
nature should lake pVice in newspapers before these matters are 
officially published by the office of the TiCgislative Assembly. 

• * t 

4. In the House of Commons the House and their Speaker have 
got adefpiate jiowers to deal with the members who do not observe this 
. convention, but unfortunately neither this Ilouf#«ii()r the Speaker have 
yet any such, power. the absence of such jiower the Chair only 
appeals to the* members that this well establis^ied convention should 
also be observed as one of the conventions of this ^ouse. In doing «o 
I am following the ruling ^iven by the Presiefent of the Central Legis- 
lative Assembly in 1933 on this very point and I am also following the 
convention which has been folloy^'ed in the past in the prevjpus •Legis- 
lative Council of this province. The Chair tlfinljs^tbat Hon’ble 
Members themselves should develop this convention as a preliminary to 
establish what should be the unquestioned privilege of this House. 

6. I must here flraw the attention of the newspapers that any 
pyiblication of the ternle of any question, bill or resolution is a breach 
of parliamentary privilege and it is an improper conduct on the i)art o*f 
the newspaper fgency in publishing beforehand and almost verbatim 
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their contents. It is essential for ' he development of healthy parlia- 
mentary conventions in this country that th^ press should not pre- 
maturely publish any such matter and even though a news agency might 
come into plissession of certain information, it is up to them to see that 
the news is published at the propel* time. * 

' ♦ t 

G. The powers of the Chair of this House in bringing home to 
newspaper agencies is rather limited. But though the powers may be 
limited the Chair has undoubtedly got some power to bring home to the 
recalcitrant iiewsjmpers and news agencies and if there is any repitition 
or breach of this convention, the Chair will not hesitate to exercise such 
powers as he has to 'protect this right and privilege of the members of 
this House. 

'*Vr>~ T’or the time being the Chair would leave this matter here, and 
the* SiK'ukei* trusts the hon’ble membeTs will kindly bear in mind that 
it w^ould he oonsidereci a lireach of iwivilege to send any prtoature report 
to newspap(‘rs, as mucli as«it would te for the newspapers to note that 
to give any such jne^mature publicaticn will be considered an offence 
against this privilege^ and convention. ‘ 

8. 1 must draw* the attention of members to another matter, f Some 

of the members have been sending notices of questions and motions to 
the house of* the Secretary and the 8i>eaker aimost at all hours of day and 
even night. Cne can appreciate this, if this hapjjens in any exceptional 
emergency, but is becoming far too fre<iueni and is causing incon- 
venience. 1 trust, meml)ers will kindly send all aotices to the Assembly 
office only and during office hours. 

Ihibu Naieiidra Narayan Chakruvarty said something in Bengali 
which was inaudible to the reporters. 


Mr. SPEAKER .- That is a purely hypothetical question and I am not 
prepared to discuss that question. 


Mr. JOGES.H^ CHANDRA GUPTA: Often we find that no intima- 
tion is sent as to wdiether a particular question has been accepted or not 
and whether a question wffiich has been allowed by you will be answered 
in this House. Unlike the Sj^eaker in the House of Commons, as you 
have stated, you have no power to interfere in* the matter. Having 
regard to this difficulty and this difference would it not be jjermissible for 
anybody after waiting for a reasonable time to publish that such and 
such questions were put to which no answers were forthcoming? 
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Mfi SPEAKER; So far js I ai| concerned, I find that questions, 
resolutions and non-ofiicitl Bills have been pqj^lished even before they 
were admitted by me and my ruling ai>plies to such breaches of the 
privileges of the House. In case (jovernment js not properly dealing 
with such things I have no objection*lo their publication but not before 
the member concerned brings the liatter to my notfce. 


f 

Mr. J0CE8H fH/\NDRA GUPTA: But we want information in 
case a question is disallowed. 

/ « 


Mr. SPEAKER: ^ou can*ake it from me that if a question is dis- 
allowed the member (‘oiK'^rned is appraised of it. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARPT: Are we not 1o imderstand 
by your ruling that the first intimation to ^he jf^blic of (iiiesiions and 
non-official Bills thnt have been allowed should be hy laying it on the 
table in the House; and that Until this is done, members should not send 
Ihem^'or publication on their own motinn. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: T^es, 1 agiee that it is so. ^ 


THE BUEK^ET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
• FOR 1937-38. • ’ 

DEMAND I^OR GRANT. 

28— Jails and Convicts Settlements. 

e 

The Hon’ble Khdraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Es. 42,99,0(W 
be granted for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convicts 
SetUements.” 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR ibi beg .to move that the demand of 
Ks. 42,^, (XX) be reduced^by Rs. 100. , 

Sir, my intention in moving this, motion is to draw the attention of 
the Hoii’ble Minister to the necessity for reforms in the Jails Administra- 
tion. The Prison House was built ft a time when the outlook of mind 
in regard to convict prisoners was quite different. The prison houses, 
es]jecially the cells, are not well lighted and well ventilated. There 
are two methods followed in the jails administration. Ihe first is to 
make the prison rules too rigid so that a }>ris(>nei‘ after his first 
experience will not commit crimes for the second time. I submit that 
that method hifs faile?l. As we find there are many prisoners who have 
been sent to jail for five times, ten t‘’ues and even more. The second 
method is to make it at reformatory' to build character by meting out a 
inbr^^'cnane treatment and by training them in trade and industries 
which they can take up after they are released. 

Then there are two classes of juisoiiors, viz., A and B. Those who are 
‘habitual (aiminals are placed in class B, and those wj^o are not, in class 
A. At present there are als othree divisions, viz., I, II and III. Very 
few are placed in I and 11 and most of the jiiisoners are placed in III. 
Therefore I projiose to deal with division HI prisoners. Then although 
no such thing is mentioned in rhe old Jail Code as political prisoners 
and ordinary, prisoners, still the v'ords “political jirisoners” are often 
found in the amended Jail C’ode ami liules. This refers to those who are 
not convicted of any offences involving moral tur])itiule generally. They 
were convicted for the offence ol lurthering the cause of indei)endence 
of their motherland. In my opinion all such political prisoners, most 
of whom were born and brought uj> in an environment unsuitable to 
division III juisoners, should be jdaced in a s])ecial division. During 
the uon-co-oi>eiation movement theie was a special division in which all 
political prisoneis were placed. As regards convict settlements we 
have heard to-day from the Ilon’ble the Chief Minister that he will hold 
.a conference foi- the re jm trial ion of prisoners from those settlement and 
for placing them in a higher division. Rupees 47,700 has been 
demanded for exi>en(liture^for the cellular jaij at Port Blair. I submit, 
Sir, this money can be well spent in our own province and that if not 
on any other ground at least on the ground that some of our people 
will be benefited thereby. Not only the repatriation of the Andamans 
prisoners is necessary, but I also suggest that detenus and persons con- 
fined outside this province for whom Rs. 6,13,000 is demanded should 
be repvitriated to their resi>ective provinces. If this money, viz , 
Rs. 6,13,000, is spent in our province, certainly if will be distributed 
amongst the people of our own province. Peoplei confined outside their 
<Avn provinces are not accustomed to the climate of other provinces, and 
ihey do not get proper diet there; as for instance at Deoli the prisoners 
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of Bengal do not get fiaji aj frequently as they get in Bengal. Per- 
haps, I shall not be out of •order if I were to mention here that the ques- 
tion of release should also be considered, inasmuch as they will have 
to be released one day. Those who nave been convicted for 6 or 7 years, 
they will have to be released^ after! the expirj' of their terms. I also 
know that prisoners who ha^e beed convicted of ’such offences as 
murder, rape, dacoity, etc., were released before their time expired, viz., 
during the civil disobedience movement, of course only to make roota 
for political prisoners. If these prisoners could be released safely 
before their term expired,. I do not find any reaiJon why under the , 
changed circumstances in the country^ this should not be considered. 1 
think, Sir, if there be a good gesture from the eide*of Government, that 
gesture will be reciprocated by ari^ equally good gesture from the other 
side. Thefl, Sir, ^e talk of primary education*. In my opinion, Sir^ 
primary education is possible without any additional or extra 
ture in jails. If literate prisoners are entrusted wi^i the task of import- 
ing education*to illiterate prisone^^s, I hoi)e the latter kind of prisoners 
will acquire some elementary knowledge. 'That will also have some^ 
reformative influence, I think,— especially if |M)litical prisoners are 
entrusted wijh this task, I ho^xi'they will most gladly accept that task. 
Every year about 20,000 iirisoners are releasee?, and if those prisoners 
are trained in jail, then certainly some of them will turn out to l>e good 
citizens and useful citiaens also. 


There is provision in the Jail (Ak^b that a library should be main- 
tained in each jail, but in some jails there are no libraries, and in some 
if there are libraries they are without books. Newspapers should be 
supplied. Sir, to these prisoners. Of course, if they want to censor their 
news. Government can have n^spaj)er8 of their own to supply to the 
juil population; they can be published from the Alipore •Central Jail 
and then circulated to these prisoners. Government can easily do this. 

I do not understand why after being so heavily ^punished and aft?r" 
having experienced bar-:^etter8, handcuffs in jail, why do these i)eople 
commit crimes ftnd again go to jail? This meano that the jail is not a 
reformatory. Prisoners should be divided into groups according io 
their choice and taste, and .training should be ‘given to them in indus- 
tries to which they can take after release. If the prisoners# are given 
some sort of wages which may b^ deposited with the jail warjlertf, they 
will work more sincerely and honAtly and on coming ^ut of the jail 
they can begin their new life with the wages they have earned there. 
What do they do in the jails from 6-30 to 9-30 ip the evening? They 
have nothing to do. They only play cards, but of those affio not a suffi- 
cient number are supplied. And, therefore, they have g^t to make 
plans of big dacoities, inte^rdistrict dacoities, etc., etc. I suggest that 
if during this period moral training is given to them by means of magic 
lanterns and cin|mas — ^if lectures are also given to them on sanitation — 
29 • • 
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certainly some of them will turn oyt to be citizens, and equally 
certainly some of them at least will ;iot have the time to make plans for 
inter-district dacoitieei and all the/3e things. They do not work 
earnestly at all, for they have ntit iing interesting to do. I want to 
mention here that they produce ve/|etablel such as cauliflowers. These 
cauliflowers go to the jailors and the baboos and not to them. They 
get only the leaves of the cauliflowers, and that is why they do not work 
earnestly and sincerely. They do not get good and Aill ration. Of 
bourse, the political prisoners know how to exdct good rations. Now 
let me tell you, Sir, some of mv own experience -in this connection. 
While I was in the Ouir Dum Jail in 1930 and in 1932, I was placed in 
charge of rations. On my complaining to the contractor he used to say 
^^^that he had not got the “contractory” all for nothing. Tenders are 
a*Ccept'cJ from those contractors, who can well pay for “these things’* 
and I can point out to the Hon’ble M'mipter these bills can be checked. 
I can tell the Hon’ble Home Minister that those things can be checked. 
It is not a question of less payment to jail officials, etc. I think the 
jailors get something like lls. 300, while the Superintendents in some 
cases get as much as Rs. 1,700 to Rs. 1,800. Such big sums are paid 
to these jail officers. Most of the division III i)ri8one’rs are illiterate, 
and if they complain about 4iet, they are dealt with under the Jail 
Code; they are punished, and penal diet and handcuffs are given to them 
instead of better diet, for merely protesting about diet. While I w^as 
in the Rajshahi Central Jail in 1930 I w^as not placed in any division, 
because the police protested against my being classified as division II, 
with wffiich the District Magistrate agreed. Aixd I was for about a week 
treated as division III. I complained to Mr. Luke, the Superintendent 
of the Jail, as regards my die-t. I told him if he would kindly supply 
me with potatoes and a few drops of mustard oil. He enquired as to 
,yvrd?ow many kinds of vegetables w^ere supplied to us, and he got the reply 
that six kinds of vO^^ enables were supplied to us. At this the Superin- 
tendent himself was astonished and said that he did not get six kinds 
of vegetables at his own house, and I doubt, Sir, whether even the 
Hon’ble the Home Minjster gets six kinds of vegetables at his table. 
But the question is, Sir, what kinds of vegetables are they that are 
supplied. They are heet kurnra, ww/g, mula saky leaves of cauliflower, 
dantaSy aiid a few potatoes, perhaps^ half a seer in a month. That is the 
six kinds of vegetables, Sir, that were supplied to us. These six kinds 
of vegetables were cooked with 5 /16th chitak of mustard oil per head, 
and. Sir, frqm this small quantity of oil a small portion had to be kept 
for cooking fish, which is supplied to the prisoners in microscopic 
quantity every alternate day. Tobacco is not given to the prisoners. 

• I would request the Hon’ble the Home Ministef to read the Folk Tales 
of Bengal, and then he will realise how dear tobacco is to the common 
people of Bengal. And if tobacco is supplied to them as a matter bf 



m-] DEMAND WR GEANT. « • m 

oouTBe, smuggling will be popped; in fact, the prisoners do get even 
now tobacco, gmja, \iri^ cigarettls, and even wine, — they get every 
one of these things in jail. The Prisoners who have got pockets in 
their mouth keep money concealeclin their months, and they can get 
anything by paying the warders ani other petty officers of the jail. If 
you want to stop this smuggling, you will have to supply them at least 
with tobacco which is so very dear to the jioor and humble people of 
this province.. 

As regards latfine* arrangements, the less said about them th« 
better. When I think jail latrines, I am inclined not to call tliis 
Government a civilized Government. There i?^ nonsense f)f decency nor 
of privacy in the latrine arrangen^nts there. T\^enty or thirty latrines • 
are there i» a row, T^ere is no partition vrall, nd purdah, nor doors on 
the front eiTher. Therefore, I say that the less said the 
these arrangements. ' ‘ • 

As regards clothing tKat is s\i|if)lied to the prisoners it is very insuffi- 
cient, Prisoners are not supplied wnth mosquito nets. I do not think* 
any jail is free from mosquitoes,^ but every coust^de is supplieil with a 
fine and a beautiful mosquito curtain. Even if their relations give them 
moskuito nets they are not allowed to use them. These prisoners do not 
get ev^ii a hand fan during the summei* during the hot season. 

As regards medical treiftment, there is no proper arrahgement, no 
nursing arrangement. When a j)ris*ner liecomes sick or tails ill, he 
is to sent to the hospital and milk, sugar and sag<j are pr(*s( i'i})ed for 
him. The jirisoners dg get “milk”, bid not pure milk. Thtue are 
jail cows which are meant tor the prisoners, but u(‘tually they do not 
get pure milk, for it goes to .the sahih^s and hurra h/iboo-v, and what 
they get is pure H»0, pure water. • 

Sir, jails can be made self-supporting. There are big central p ai i fl t" 
which accommodate some, 1,5(K) to 1,8(K) prisdiu^fs each, and if these 
prisoners are •employed tn some industry and ^irofitable trades, then 
I think the jaiTs can ho controlled and administered at a considerable 
less cost. Even cotton mills can be established hi jails. There a^e 
so many hands in the jailS and when they come out of the jails they 
earn only 3, 4, or 5 annas by their labour, which cafi be ificreased if 
in the jails they are allowed to letj^n some business, I have got very 
little time at ray disposal and cannot go more fully •iiJto this matter 
however much I may wish to do. The prisoners when they are released 
are paid only 6 annas to return to their homes,* and thejr do not find 
even that dish of “fine” diet that they used to get while they were 
iu jail, and so when* they come out of jail they think of committing 
crimes. I think some* sort of assistance should he given to them oij 
their release, and Presidents of Union Boards should try to find some 
employment for^them so that they may, not starve. But instead of 
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that, police vigilance, P. R. J.(?) and ^uck other tlungs hang on 
them. If they are late even by 5 of 10 minutes— I tell you this from 
my own experience when I was det£|^^ned in a village under internment 
— they are harassed. My experiencfe is based on the treatment given 
to them at the thana. ^ ' 

I think, Sir, that if you continue the present system, if you do not 
change the old Jail Code, then there is no hoj^ of reformation. And 
with this end in view I tabled a resolution that ther^j should be a 
committee of 15 memliers of this House to inquire into the grievances 
of the prisoners and inmates of jails and hov/ to make the jails act as 
a reformatory. ^ ‘ 

As regards the arfangement for females in the jails, all I can say 
is that they are very bad. Of course, you will find ,good provisions in 

Jjjul Code, but they are not at all followed. Therefoie, I rec^uest 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister to sec to this. I know of one case of 
a woman prisoner, which T may cite here, vjz., of Srin*ati Bina Das, 
who made an attempt on tjie life of our Governor, Sir Stanley Jackson. 
How was she inspired to do this act of crime? She had been to the 
jail to see her sister and site saw her winter all '^nikaJia kesJi and smhct 
be.dif” as is written in qne of D. L. Hoy’s poems. The woinen prisoners 
are not supplied wdth cocuianut oil at all, although there is a provision 
in the Jail Code that they should get only a few drops of this oil in a 
week. Thij is why she was inspired to commit this crime. When 
she saw her sister in such a pitiable condition, she sat down. 

As regards letters, they can send only one letter every three months. 
As regards interviews with their relatives, the interview takes place 
wdth the prisoner standing on the other side of the wire-netted door. 
There is no privacy of any S()rt wdiatc' er. Of course, interviews may 
take place wdthin the sight (d an officer, but not ne(‘essarily wdthiii his 
^.)u;aring. 

These arrangeniehfif should be changed. I think officers of the 
jail should bo instructed that as soon as they receive, prisoners they 
must inform the relatives of those prisoners that- they have been 
admitted in their respective jails. In Malda a Sonthal was convicted 
in connection with the Adinath shooting case and was transferred to 
a distant jail. His relatives were not informed as to his whereabouts. 
The Jail 'Code was framed in the ypar 1871 but although many reforms 
have been intro»iuced by correction slips the Code requires a thorough 
overhauling. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, a few 
years ago on the floor of this House I had occasion to characterise 
^the system of jail administration in Bengal as barbarous, brutal and 
inhuman. I did not stop there: I characterised it as imraoi*al. I 
still maintain that opinion. I have no reason to change it even to-day. 
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I asaure you, Sir, that io-d|y I not speak a word about political 

j)risoners or detenus. Pwill sp«k of prisoners in general without 
making any distinction between |aste, colour and creed, and I will 
even make no distinction of sex. 11 will inake*%ome concrete sugges- 
tions to the Home Ministei^ with! i^egard to the jail administration 
in Ben.gal. ^ I 

I will begin from food. I bad a very fortunate occasion to place 
before His EAellency Sir Stanley Jackson certain facts when T was a 
prisoner in the Raysh^hi Central Jail. His Excellency very kindly and ^ 
patiently gave me ^a hearing in that jail. 1 hail occasion then to tell ' 
His Excellency tlfat the food that \fas being^su]^)lied to me was 'not 
worth human consumption. I w^it to the length of saying that even t 
a hungry dog woi^ld refuse to'take the food tha,t»wa8 being supplied to 
me. IftB'" l^cellencv assured me that he would consider 
With regard to the food fhat is#genevally supplied in the jails I piay 
say that it is. not really ^fit for human consuiyptifm. The money that 
is spent by (i(>vernment may be Enough but the adminisiralors of the 
jails, I mean the Superintendents, Jailors* and particularly Hindusthaui* 
warders, take away the lion’s share of the mon^’ that is provided by 
the Govemnfendl. Before I proceed with the food problem further I 
would re(iuest the Hon’ble Home Minister lo do away with the 
Hindusthani jemadars and warders. They are a veritable nuisance. I 
request the Ilojne Minister, to recruit Bengalee, Moslems ;ind Hindus, 
Matriculation passed, as police constables of Calcutta and Bengal, and 
as jail warders. As long as the Hindusthani jemadars are running the 
administration of Bengal jails there is no hope of improvement in lood 
supplied to prisoners. * 

While I was a prisoner iu-1ny own district of Khulna, believe me 
w^hen I say that a pure and simjdo plantain tree with skin and without 
being peeled was brought from the field and boiled. It was then 
t(> us as curry with the coolie rice. It is a fatt '^d I say it from my 
personal expemence, • • 

I have forgotten t(v mention that I was a prisoner in several jails*- 
central, district and sub-j^ls — and was placed in Division 1, Division 

II or Division III. Therefore my statement will be* an ai^horitative 

statement, if only the Home Mihiiter will l>elieve it. I wiil cfiticise 
the jail administration purely from the point of "^ie^ of reforms and 
nothing else. I want better food and not only better food but also 
better clothing. With regard to clothing (I sUip talking alout food 
for the present) the gentlemen to my left might have s*een the dress 
supplied to the prisoders which show’s the taste of the department and 
of the Government of^Bengal. It consists of one jungiya which can 
hardly cover the shame of the prisoners and a fatua without any button 
at all. > 
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With regard to biding all tiat Us supplied to prisoners are a coir 
mat the abode of bugs and two" blankets; I li6 not know who are^he 
manufacturers of those blankets,' proijably they are Specially 'ordered by 
the Govemnient for tae use of thfr prisoners. These are the things 
supplied as food, clothing and bedding. ’ 

I .want the Home Minister to inake arrangements for dey^lopment 
of the ..mentality of the prisoners and of their sense of morality. I 
repeat, Sir, that if the Home Minister does not see his way to do away 
with the Hindusthani warders the morality of the prisoner far from 
improving will go from bad to worse day by day. I will request him 
to go to the jails himself and see ihe Rendifatak aiid Chografatak 

(Here the member^ having reached the time-limit, j'esumed his seat.) 

The House was the^n adjourned for 16 minutes. 


{After adjovr.iment.) 

'I 

Mfi NACENDRA NATH SEN: The (jiiestion is of the heait and 
not particularly of the head, viz., whether the jails should be corrective 
or reformative or whether they should be punitive; if it is considered 
that jail life should l)e alw^ays punitive and persons iVho have been 
convicted of crimes should l)e regarded as outcastes, then and in that 
case only can the system of administration of the Bengal jails now 
prevalent can be justified. It cannot be justifie^l on any other ground. 

My friend Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy has given some instances of 
hardship of jail life. 1 would aubmit through you, Sir, that the whole 
mischief is created by the mentality of the administration, namely, 
— ^b’^t given an opfwrtunity the piisoners would esc^ape. This bogey of 
estiapade always haiThts them and the authorities cannot sleep calmly 
and (juietly without adopting the very seve5est methed of keeping 
these prisoners as if they were in a cage. If this jxdicy of distrust is 
thVowu away then t4ie life of the prisoners in jail may be better, their 
conditions may be ameliorated, but unfortunately that is not the case. 
My friemB'Syed d^alaluddin Hashemy has spoken of diet and clothing. 
I say positively, and it is my considered opinion, that it is the inten- 
tion of the administrators of the jail that prisoners should be prevented 
from sleeping at night, and I would .give a concrete example of what 
I say. My cut motion No. 531 is to draw attention to the mischievous 
custom of disturbing prisoners in their sleep by deputing a pair of 
convict warderifi in each cell who, without remission would loudly 
^ite the numerals up to the number of prisoners contained in the 
cell together with the number of lanterns, etc., that may be in the 
cell. The members to my right iave not been to thp jail. To their 
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I would tell them thati tteK; is the custoifli m me jail^ as 
regE^rds Division III prisoners* are ion^n^d, that in front, of each cell 
there ia^ posted a warder and witlln the convict cell there are posted 
two warders. Suppose the cell c^taiiis 32 prisoners and the equip- 
ment of the cell is two hurri^ne llnierns which hfilng by string and 
two pitchers of Water. It il the luty of the convict warders inside 
the jail who are required to be there from 9 p.m. up till 4 a.m. to 
loudly count, ek^ do, tin — if the number of privsoners is 32 — up to 32 
and this goes* on without any remission and if there is a remission 
for a minute or tw<i the jail warder calls the convict warders by name 
and the slang which is littered by them is out of all decency. My 
friend Syed JalaluAdiii fl^ashemy waS speaking of, removing these up- 
country w'arders. When I was in the Sun Jail, my friends Dr. Prafulla 
Chandra (fhose and Captain Sure^ Chandra Bapirji, who was himself 
thu 't^U'pei in indent of* a very big jail in Sind, were also thei^ .^4 
one fine morning we wer(? told ihat we woujd be transfen •eX" to the 
Rendi Pliatak^ We could nof understand at ^firsi but afterwards we 
learnt that it was the female watd and we were to be transferred as 
there were no female convicts there. Nqw,* Sir, imagine the horrible 
nature of the noiuenclature ; iVmale ward is t^^nslated by them as 
Rendi Fluitak : • nothing coubi be more immoral than that I should say 
and it there was any attenticni paid to the *feelings of the Bengali 
prisoners — a‘nd most of the prisoner were Bengalees — this slang 
expression could never hav^ been used by these u|>-counDy warders. 
Now imagine, Sir, if the figures one, two, three are dinned into the 
ears of the })risoners who are supposed to slec]) during the night, can 
there possibly any sleep, and these prisoners are also huddled together 
like sardines in a tin. * The Jail (bde is sacrosanct: nothing can go 
beyond the Jail (!ode save and except overcrowding of jails. If a 
is to contain 32 prisoners, when there ^s pressure that cell contains 
more than 04 prisoners — and I have seen it w'ith my own*eyes, but if 
the question is during hot summer to supply them with a hand-f; 
the reply will be that is not provided in the Jatf L^de. Nothing could 
be more inhuman, more unsympathetic than that, 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 


Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, our friend Mr. Jalaluddin Ilashemy 
spoke many things alwiut jail lif«. / As I have no i>ersonal exp^ience 
of jail life I am not going to coifiradict him, but Sir. I i^ould like 
to draw his attention to one thing I noticed. GenA*ally, I am not 
speaking of political convicts — I find the ordinary convicts in jail 
improve their health and gain in weight. Sir,* I have .an ill-health 
and I made many attempts to improve my health, took medicines, 
regulated my diet an^ made various other attempts but all failed. 
I was sometimes tempted to go to jail on account of ray health and 
I am prepared to commit some technical political offence and 8l[iould 
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be grateful to Sir Nsuzimuddin if 
gain some weight and giny illness 


sen^ me to jail so that I may 
bay go kwfty. 


Rai Bahadur JOGUEBH CHANpRA SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
take the liberty of speaking a fdm word’ regarding the ordinary jail 
prisoners. When* a man commits (in offence, the result is that he is 
tried and loses his liberty and sent to prison. Then, Sir, as soon as 
he is put in jail the State assumes certain responsibilities and one 
of the responsibilities is to see that the criminal propensity in that 
man is checked and not merely to impose a specific penalty for a 
specific offence and also to see that he does *.not tarn out a habitual 
offender, and '‘in tin's res{>ect a pro|)er balance must be kept in the 
prison administration^ between the rtformative and punitive elements. 

Sir , there are two classes of prisoners — one short terx^ei' and the 
other long termer. The, short term prisoneis when they come out of 
jail they do not fiiidninuch difficulty in mixing with their own jieople, 
because they can explain away theic short absence. But this is not 
♦.true in case of the long ten?ier, because as soon as he comes out he 
is shunned by every'iiM)dy, everybody^ disowns him. As a result he 
goes from post to pillar and from pillar to post and h« again commits 
the same kind of oft'enoB and is again sent to prison, and in this way 
when once or twice he goes te prison his name api>ears in the police 
register and he is kept under vigilance of the local police or the village 
chowkidar and his life becomes unbearable and the result is that 
ultimately he turns out to be a dangerous criminal and he is the man 
who becomes a meml>er of that underground criminal gang. Sir, 
there must be some solution, so that these criminal may not become 
habitual offenders, and 1 therefore suggest that when those long 
termers are inside the piison t>hey may ’be given some sort of training, 
so that when they come out of the jail they might lead an honest life 
. ^ ul can earn their livelihood and may not have to take recourse to 
crime. By this GcTVerfjiuent can also make some saving by having 
increased jail manufacgturers of different articles and thns to a certain 
extent the jails can bt^ self-supjwrting. While the convicts are inside 
the jail they may be given training in handloom and taught to make 
their cloths so that when they come out they can take to handloom 
industry KS thei'r living and at th;^ same time make cloths for them- 
selves' and their family. ^ 

In this connection, I cannot but mention one point. Most of the 
convicts in jail are Bengalees and some are U. P. prisoners. These 
people when.the^ are outside the jail are accustomed to use mustard 
oil, and I think for the sake of health of these ^prisoners the Hon^ble 
Minister will kindly make some arrangements ^to supply oil to these 
poor convicts. 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 
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Mauivi AULAD HQS8(IIN MHAN: Sir, jail is always jail, 
aotody can expect homi comforl in jail : mosquito curtains, tobacco 
and all these things cannot be exacted in jails, but still I admit there 
IS room for improvement in jail Idministratioy and room for reform. 
The real object, of putting ^ persifc^in jail is not simply to give^him , 
punishment but also to reform hisl character. To 'this end 1 suggest * 
that some arrangements should be made to deliver lectures to prisoners 
at least once^a week on some moral and religious points in presence of 
Superintendent or the Deputy Superintendent of the jail. As a non- 
official visitor of "jaif I experienced some difficulties and heard some^ 
complaints from prisoners that facilities are not offered for prayer and 
fasting during Ramjan. These are the things ^hich 1 would like to 
bring to the notice of the Hon’ble^inister. * 

• 

TVnenetPr a visitor goes to visit a jail no prisoner daretw^o 
any complaint against any wander, because whenever any pri.-ioner 
attempts to make, or majkes, a complaint to the N^sitor he is very much 
tortured by the warders afterwards; and fqr fear of being tortured no 
prisoner a('tually '^’ants to makg any complaint. So in this connectioif 
I would like to suggest the Hon’ble Minister in charge tliat some sort 
of complaint bf)x or something like that should be kept in such a way 
that prisoners may put in a* complaint and some piece of paper with 
Ijencil on wdiich a prisoner may make*a complaint, the warder or any 
officer of the jail being ui«iware of it. Of course I am not going to 
make a detailed suggestion as to ho^’ this can be done. 


As regards diet, I had occasion to pay surprise visits and once I 
found that tlie Deputy Superintendent prescribed one kind of diet in 
the diet sheet, but on enquiry J found that that particular diet was not 
really given. So there are m*any thiifgs such as mustard oil, etc. 
But the real article or the article of proper value is not su])])liGd in 
collusion with the jail contractors. (Mr. Sykd^ Jalaluddin H \.snEiw^ 
Ihese things are stolen by the warders.) 

• • « 

Sir, as regards juvenile offenders, I may say that sometimes they 
become veteran criminals, as a result of they* association wdth veteran 
criminals and when they come outlof jail they become veteran v recks. 
I therefore suggest that these jyvinile offenders should not*l>e allowed 
to mix with the veteran criminals. I ^ • 

* • • 

One more point and I have done. Although I have no experience 
of other jails, but in the jails I have visited I found that the Hindu 
cookshed is close to the Muhammadan cookshed and the*Hindu prison- 
ers sometimes complain. Of course it may be a matter of sentiment, 
but I think that that sentiment should be respected. Therefore I 
suggest that the Hindu cookshed should be at some distance from tKe 
Muhammadan cookshed. 
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MTi Of W. MILOS: Sir, the outstanding^ characteristic of this 
debate, as it appears to me, is thatUhe oppoiition consists of people 
who have been to jail wLereas the oiier side of the flouse consists of 
law-building citizens (Ij^ar, hear). Vhe only aspect I can deal with 
is the point of view of one who hac jaen a^^ail outside the wall. 


Sir, I have read the latest report of Jail administration and there 
are three things to which I should like to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister. 


e • 

The first, Sir,— • -recreation for prisoners — shoifld be extended 

‘ because it is only by liealthy menta], and physical diversions that 
prisoners will realise ifhe error of their Ways, couducj them^lves in a 
•*''^“JDo4juaB,ner and become reformed. ^ 

"The second point. Sir, is the provision 6f Borstal "^Schools. In 
^Bengal unfortunately w^e have a great preponderance of prisoners 
. under the age of 21 J¥ud the existing facilities for 'their treatment in 
special institutions is very limited indeed. The arrangements are 
most inadequate and thd provision of more institutions of the Borstal 
type is a pressing need. It is. to be regretted that public ' opinCon is 
not fully aroused in this matter. 

i 


€ 

The third' point. Sir, is the chronic overcrowding in jails. This 
overcrowding causes heavy expenditure and also considerable dis- 
comfort to the prisoners. I submit that economy in the jail 
expenditure and the provision of better ^conditions in jails are entirely 
in the hands of Congress leaders of this Province; they should exercise 
more control on their sujiporters and their Press. Despite the 
jTffiiestations of obtqyivi^- their ends by lawful means the left wing 
of tlie Congress is now showing signs of getting out of hand. In 
these circumstances, i^ it possible for any Government to liberate 
mqre detenus}^ (A^ voice: Are you speaking on Jails?) I am 
speaking about detenus. *In fact, it might ^ranspire that in order to 
preserve lajv and^order more drasticSneasures would have to be taken. 
To illufltrate my point about detenus, i may tell you of a conversation 
I had with a Iqud-voiced — shall I s)[y — Congress Member. He asked 
me “If we gave you a guarantee that for 10 years there would be no 
terrorism in this Province, would you agree to release all detenus ?“ 
Of course I could give no answer to this as it presupposes that the Con- 
gress .controls terrorism and that if they control iUnow they did in the 
past Cries of “No, no“ and’ “Yes, yes^). I he^r a lot of “Yes’’ and 
“No” and it would be interesting to know from Congress Leaders to 
what extent they do control the extremist element. (Hear, hear.) 
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One or two remarks* Ea|e bee A made by previous speakers. Bltbu 
Atml Chandra Kupiar suggested t jpatriation o{ the prisoners from the 
AndamansT It must' be remember^ i 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUyA MAZUMDAR: Sir, on a point of 
order. You gave us a ruling thefcther day that ho name should be 
pronounced in a distorted fashion. The speaker is pronouncing Atul 
as “AwtuL” 


Mr. C. W. Mlt.EB: ,Sir, I submit that the point of order is as ^ 
futile as the usual utterances of the member who raised it. I was 
pointing out tliat repatriation from the Andiwiiaifs, desirable as it is, 
will cost this Province a considwable amount |)f money in erecting * 
ne^ jails miking other arrangements. He also mentioned the 
matter release whigh, as I ‘have already pointed out, in tUe 

hands of the Congress. , ‘ • , 

Ml. Hasliemy is ahvAys in*lij^ element in* \ipholding criminals. I 
have known Mr. Hasliemy for some time iftid I have heard him talk^ 

many, many times "iind he is lik^ the monsoon as* lot of wind. 

• • 

Babu KSHItRA NATH.SINCHA: Sir, • 1 should like to dlraw 
the aWention of the Government to ^one or two points. 1 do not 
claim to have some jiersonal experience of jails like my friends who 
have suffered and suiferinjj much for the cause of the * country. I 
have also no intention like my friend Mr. Abut Hasein to go to jail 
{in order to improve my health; 1 liave no mind at ail to go to jail to 
recoup m,^ health at this stage of my life. One thing, Sir, I should 
likt to speak about and it is this. If a man through weakness or 
poverty commits a theft and becomes a^iriminal, I do not see why he 
should remain always a criminal. Should not the Government do 
something to transform this man from a thief to a good citizen? Si^ 
I do not speak of the detenus or the internet arsons. As 1 have 
said, I have yo personal experience ^ ji^il like^my friends and 1 have 
nevei been in^de a jail. If a man/ through no fault of his own or 
through 'weakness, or poverty or /tarvation, onc^ commits a (Time 
such as theft and goes to jail, whyidoes he on return from jail become 
again a thief? It has been my »perience that as isoon iis such a 
man comes out of jail, he is opitrysed and harassed by the^polfcemen 
Vho often come and ask him whit he is doing lan^ *80 on. He is 
watched over even if he commits no crime. If a man does commit 
one blunder, it does not follow that he will al't^ays commit blunders; 
he may try to reform himself and lead a straight life, * but why the 
(police will try to dtag him and put him into jail again. So my 
request to the Hon’bfe Minister is that as soon as persons come*' out 
of jails, they should not be dragged into prison for the rest of their 
life. 
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mt. KIHARENOU dif^FTA MAIUMDAn^: Sir, I rise to support 
this cut motion. In doing so, I propose to draw the attention of the 
House particularly to the policy of dCention of prisoners under Regula- 
tion 3 of 1818, or simitir other provfsions for imprisoning or^detaining 
people without trial and to the dieprimii^itmg policy pgainst political 
prisoners in the matter of classilT/3ation inside jails. It has been 
complained that in prisons the policy adopted is not the policy 
of reforming i)risoner8 hut the policy of merely keeping them in 
detention and of punishing them to the utmost limit, and after a few 
years to let them out incapacitat/ed to earn their living and unfit to 
live a normal and healthy social life. I submit, Sir, it is futile to 
expect that tiiis (xoVernment or this administration can adopt the 
policy of reforming prisoners. The whole basis on which prisoners are 
sent to prisons and convict settlements is the basis of pr esei’v ing the 
"inferest-cf one particular strata of society, and by any means and every 
means that is required to perpetuate that interest. In this country as 
in every other country under the iron heej of capitalism and imperialism, 
the State apparatus consists of its (‘ourts, legislatures, jails, convict 
settlements, the police^ and the army. .All these stiaight away aid and 
abet those who are oiit to subserve the interests of capitalism and 
imperialism at the cost cf the worker and at the expense of the tillers 
of the soil. Wlien the impoverished peasant is unable to pay hi^, rent, 
he is deprived of his little plot of land. And if, in order to feed his 
starving children, he takes a portion of his grains, a part of the fruit of 
his honest toil, he is forced into the prison in order to serve out his 
sentence. No court enquires why his family starved for want of food 
crop, which he reaped by his own toil and whi(*h is expropriated by^ his 
landlord; no court enquires by what means the women and children of 
the peasantry can be fed ; but the same ( ourts would decree his land and 
order the attachnuuit of his crops, the atta('hment of his utensils, his 
chattels and cattle and every household recjuisite ; when the poor tiller 
'W'^he soil is unablp t(^ meet the extortionate demands of the money- 
lender or of the oppressive landlord there are the jails, and convict 
settlements, I submit, are a part li'ud parcel of the same .state machinery 
tq, subverse the imperialistic interi.sts. 

And where the jails and the coj^vict settlements do not suffice to 
serve their purpose, they declare mat^ial law, they bring out their Army, 
they bring out brute force and nak,^‘d violence ; they throw off every 
principle of democracy and taw which they profess. By sheer brute 
force they continue to rule. We know, Sir, that to-day over 2,000 
young men — who are in prisons without trial — are kept in prison under 
special powers such as. Regulation III of 1818 : they are the victims of 
tj^is brute force, of Imperialism, which did not dare to approach its own 
^•ourts, and threw aside every pretence of the Aile of law. By sheer 
brute force they put our young men in a living grave and there they are 
kept for years and years, till they are incapacitated, for- the rest of their 
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lives: sndj to-diiy, Sir, ttie astoimding is that, people are incar- 
cenated under Regulation* III of ! Sir, whe^ in 1818 this Regulation 
was promulgated, who in this HoiLe does not know that the East India 
Company; the organized freebootei| in this land*/ were engaged in their 
banditry of conques^not conquest i should say — were engaged in the 
policy of plundering the Indian people? And thitj Regulation was 
taken recourse to in order to subserve the interest of the plunderers. 
In 1857 took place, what is known as the Indian Mutiny, that great 
Indian War if Independence, which was a protest — a protest that was 
doomed to failure,* bift nevertheless a protest against the state of free- 
bootery in the lai^d. We know that mighty revolutions have swept 
• over Europe since* then ; we know that a revolytionary wave passed over 
all Eurq)e and mighty empires li^ve tumbled down. We know that the • 
atrocious adminif^ratidn of th% Czars, which hekl^in thraldom the entire 
P^'d’PfS'lDTRTlssia, came to pieces amd crumbled down, yielding place tcT 
the Great Union of Soviet ^ocialiat Republics, -where there is not a syigle 
man unemployed, where^you find a policy of. reform and progress all 
round and not a spirit of vendAta and the sort of thing that exists 
here, in order to ^^reak the peqple in body and spirit. After twenty^ 
years’ existence of this mighty negime, a mi’ghty regime of workers and 
peasants, wf' ftnd still in the year 1937, our byys in this country, both 
Hindus and Muhammadans* alike, being put behind prison bars 
under the Regulation III of 1818. Udo not think. Sir, that these 
atrocious rules, those oppressive laws, will disappear before 4he edifice 
of the Imperialist system has crumbled down or is smashed to 
smithereens. I believe. Sir, from the innermost core of my heart that 
many of the persons imprisoned or interned in the villages are mu(*h- 
honoured names of leaders of the working class, such as, Abdul Halim, 
who, after he had served a sentence of over two years, has been kept 
under detention at Pachegarh 'in Jalpaiffuri district. I c^n cite other 
instances, such as those of Abdur Razzak Khan, Saroj Mukherji, Kali 
Sen, Ali Nawaz, Abdul Momin, Somnath Lidii^Dharani Gosw a ^ iy 
Madar Khan, Joytirmay Nandi, Sreenarayan* Jha, and many others. 
Of course, I Cannot nanfe all the 2, OOP detenus, •but I can say that they 
are there because the interests of Imperialism needed it. ^ 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) 


Babu HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
have read agd re-read the written budget speeph of the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister, which was rather a longish affair, but I confess 
that I could not fiifd a single point suggesting any change in the 
policy of jail admimstration . The same anti-diluvion policy is to 
continue. Sir, the Hon’ble the Finance Miniater seems to Be 
enamoured of^ constructive suggestions, but, Sir, no amount of 
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tinkering and' furbishing up would rfo. , !tfhe whole )»ystej^ requires to 
be changed lock, stockf, and barrel. | Sir, thi othSr day I read a hng 
statement of the Hon'ble the Fimnce . Minister in the ^ newspapers 
where he stated that fe was with tfe greatest diSculty tbgt he stayed 
outside the jails during the civil ftisobel^ience^ movei^ent^ His heart 
yearned for it. tint his high sensfe of patriotism pxeye^^ted Mm from 
courting jail, because important work remained for Mm to do outside. 
How I wish he had* been a bit less patriotic and ha^ crossed the 
tlireshhold of a Bengal jail at least for once to see things ior himself. 
Sir, J have got first-hand knowledge of the jails, 'and I assert that 
these Bengal jails are so many Ijving hells, so many plague-spots of 
humanity, where innocent, and erring men and women are subjected 
to thf worst form of j-indignities ancMnsults. “Abandon ye all hopes 
who enter here” — these terrible words are inscribed* on th^ gal^ es of 
Dante’s'^Tnferno, but in our jails, the convicts, not only abandon all 
their hopes but they^are made to she'd their humanity altogether. In 
this connexion, Sir, let "me narrate ^oi>e incident. The jailor’s ten 
5 ears old son found me smiling one day. I was in my convict’s dress. 
He was so much amvsed,,— perhaps life thought th&t it was very un- 
usual for a convict fb smile like a mAn— that he cried opt “Mammy, 
mammy, look here a convict is smiling..’’ Yes, Sir, t'he boy instinc- 
tively 8i)oke the truth for the ,smile of a convict is ever unkno<vn in 
Bengal jails. He is not considered as a human being; but is treated 
as worse tlian a brute. There is sepoy ruie in the jails. The sepoy 
should be addressed as Huzur by every convict, and the convict must 
not be addressed by his name; he is called a chore or daku, and 
things like that. How callous these jail authorities are! Here is. 
Sir, one instance of callousness on the part of a jail doctor. These 
doctors dable in anatomy all .their life; but it seems that they have 
no acquaintance with that part of human anatomy which is called the 
^rt. They seem to be innocent of all fine human emotions. A 
Muhammadan cont^t tlied uncared-for during one night, and nobody 
n-ae by his bedside. When the ^loctor came .mi the mor.ning that fact 
4¥AS reported to him, and he wa^very much vexed fof‘ he thought he 
lAiuld have to do rome additional work on this account. He went 
straightaway to the bed-side of thAdead man, gave him several violent 
■’hakings-*-! was present by the bAi-side at that time — and then cried 
)Ut “Oh,,mollah, oh mollah” — thei dan commit such acts of sacrilege 
-and then to^^s utter disgust said: “The rascal is dead, and I 
^JjaII have to do such a lot of work for him now.” I know of two 
jases of my own distjjict— Golam Jilani and Shibakali Mondal. They, 
;oo, died uncared-for in the hospital due to the utter neglect of the 
lospital doctor. ‘ 

i 

One word, Sir, now about convict settlements. The other day 
ve were told by the Hon’ble the Home, Minister tha^ these prisoners 
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were caitying on clandestine oplniniinications with the outside. In 
safing thjs the G-overnment etaaS self-condemned. It does not lie in 
the mouti. of "the Govefhment m argue like that. These prisoners 
weredn jail, within the four wal® and hehind'^the iron bars, and yet 
you say that they had claryiestina communications^ with the outside! 
How funny! It proves the utter •inefficiency of the Jail administra- 
tion. You cloak your own inefficiency hy subjecting these prisoners 
to additional*punishments by sending them away to far-off Andamans 
— the desert islai^ds—wliere they pine their lives away for a Warm 
touch of their motherland. In those primevab forests they pass their* 
W'eary days in those cfld d^ngy ceils built during the days of the 
Mutiny. You describe them now* as earthly* paradise, but may I not ^ 
tell you that one’s mother an^l mother-land are ^|^ir dearer than Heaven 
. ^ T appeal 'to this House to think of these exiles and of 

their feelings. When night coj^ies — tlie eiernal roar of wa'^s break- 
ing upon a desolate shore, Ifreaking u])on the silence of night 


Mr.SPEAKERT: Y our time*is up. 

• • 

B«bU HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY; May I have just one 
minute more to finish my sentence?— thrills their minds ^with a sense 
of horror that chills and paralyse.', tlieir very being. I appeal to this 
House, Sir, to think of them and bri^ig them back to their motherland. 


MFi SPEAKER! It would be convenient if 1 bring the debate to 
a close, so that the next motion might be taken up. Tlie Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin. 


The Hon’hle Khawa|a Sir NAZIMUODIN: , Sir, on this occasion I 
am prepared to admit the superyr intelligence, experience, and 
information which my honourabb/ friend, Mr. Jalaluddin Hashefby 
has on the subject of jaM adminiitratiou and jail discipline than I 
have, but I am sure that some of fce remarks that have beftn made by 
him can be refuted by the remarls of other gentlemen wh§ hdd baen 
in a sim lar position as he was. Before I go on to de|l*with the detail- 
ed criticisms of jail administration, I would like, Sir, to admit that 
there is no doubt that there is a great deal of •room for improvement 
in the jail administration of Bengal; I would say vast room for 
improvement, and also that there is a great deal that can be done for 
not only ameliorating the condition of the prisoners in the jails bijt 
also as regards the imparting of moral and religious instnictione in the 
jails and the unproving of the character of the jail population while 
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they are there. But the fact should pot lost sight of that, as far as 
the question of moral improvement 'and mofal training is conoerited, 
the public at large can do far more^han can be done by Government. 
In all countries whera special attention is paid to this aspect of jail 
life, it is generally public men wlp volipteer a certain amount of 
honorary service and take upon thiemselves the duty of visiting the 
prisoners regularly and interviewing them in the course of their visits 
— sometimes spending as much as twenty minutes or even half an^kour 
with each individual prisoner — visiting them regularly, talking with 
them, finding out where they had come from, what are the reasons 
which had led them to commit crimes, and having gathered all this 
information, t‘i-y to poin<l; out to them the error of their ways and to 
bring tliejii l>ack to normal ways c7f life. (Mr. 8yed J ALALUitniN • 
Hashemy : But that must be done under the law.)' No law is n eces* 
sary for 'this purpose. If the public were to volunteer for this, Gov- 
erninent would be very glad to consider their proposals and give facili- 
ties to them. As regards similar questions, dike religious instruction 
and other things, there aluo, if we can get religious men, who would 
volunteer their servic-t^s, the speed of reform can be very much acce- 
lerated. 

j 

Therefore I should think the co-operation of the gener?il pi^blic is 
most desirable for the improvement of jails in Bengal. There is one 
other aspect of this question which I particularly bring to the notice 
of the members of this House. Practically every one of the reforms 
that has been suggested entails a certain amount of additional expen- 
diture, and it must be borne in mind that to give effect to these pro- 
posals and suggestions considerable amount of money will be required. 

To begin^with, our greatesf problem at the present time, as has been 
represented by Mr. Miles and another speaker before him, is the over- 
=lr^^.wding in the j^s of Bengal. There is no doubt that at the present 
time the jail popula'tion far exceeds the available accommodation. On 
top of that we had some of the ‘ails constructed long ago and modern 
cphditions require improvement n them. This again is a question 
purely of pound, shilliug, pence; and, I should like to say, rupees, 
annas, pies. ^ * 

L^t ipe point out, Sir, one qut\^tion that has been raised here to- 
^a> , namely the question of latrin^. I agree with all that has been 
said in this respect, and Government will certainly look into the ques- 
tion. I would like to inform the House that at the new jail at Dum 
Duiii which is under construction we have provided doors and partition 
walls which will do away with the grievances which have been men- 
tioned in this House. I think it is necessary rnd desirable, and it is 
one of the reforms which Government should undertake first in this 
jail and in other jails also when funds permit. 
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Mfi SYED 4ALALUDD(jN HAjBHEMY: What about the Hindus- 
tham jemadars? * ' ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIi|lUDDIN: I will come to that: 
doaH be impatient. ' ^ 

Mr. SPEAI^ER. It seems that Mr. Hashemy is sufferinf? too 
much from them. 

I a 

Th. Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: .Tht^'e is Another thing 
which I would like io bring to th^ notice of the House, that is, that 
at the preseiit tim^ froth the Inspector-General o! Prisons downwards 

TlfST i.M.Sr Superintendents of ‘jails are Indians. There asre only 
two Europeans in the district jaiJS of Dacca and Rajshahi. • 

Then agaiif one gentloinan ofmyDlained of tlie callous tiealment of 
the doctors. Sir, I apeak subject to correction : most of the doctors in 
the district and sub-jails are B^igalis. 

^A VOica: Sir, is this rclevpni i') 

It is only relevant so far as the callousness of the Hindusthani 
warders and jailors are concerned because it seems that the Bengali 
doctors are also callous and indifferent. I am not prepared to admit 
this. But I would like to bring to the notice of the House the com- 
plaint . 


Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEEl 1 do nftt say they are cyilloua, but 
when they fall into the system they become callous. 


The Hon’bl^ Khwaja Sir NAZIMUUIN: W^ile 1 am on this sub- 
ject I would refm- to another remark imde that the prisoners when they 
are released are incapacitated and be/ome unfit for amy work. In this 
connection I would like to give youithe statistics of release in 193G: 
54, ‘.354 prisoners were released ; ot Jiese ‘.3(),3iS(J gaineit in w#igiit (A 
voice: Probably by taking hipst)*] id, 932 remained stationary ;* and 
6,942, out of the total of 54,254 losi their weight. *It#>^rk8 out at a 
percentage of less than 15 per cent. If people do not lose their weight 
then certainly they are not incapacitated for future work. 

May I read out to^ou a statement made by Mr. J. L. Banerji in 
1927 in this House regarding the food supplied in jails? 

know that many of my friends' are ready with sarcastic expres- 
sions about the toothsome character of the lapsi or porridge supplied 
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lor morning meals in jails: but speakings deliberately and with a full 
sense of responsibility 7. should say that the Scale of dietary prescribed 
for jails is sufficient and generous.” 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA C l|pTAs^ How many other contrary 
statements did he make? f- 

% 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have also heard similar 
remarks from other persons who have been in jailk and perhaps have 
been there at the same time as Mr. Hash^my. , They are equally 
respectable afad mehibers of the Legislature of Bengal: they had no 
complaint what8oeve|' about the food-* supply. 

My friend Mr. Aulad Hossan said that he gave a sm^priseuvigit to ^ 
ini>^])e(‘t tlie diet of the particular jaikof whif h lie i^ an lioiioraiy visitor 
and he found that ^.he^dal that was prescribed was not given but 
another kind of dal was given. did not^ say that the quality was 
^ bad or the quantity was smell. All that he said was that the kind of 
dal that was prescribed was not given. It is quite jpossible that on that 
day the contractor ran^ short of that particular kind of del. Certainly 
there was not great abuse in the quality of food that was supplied in 
that jail. 

In Bengal we spend more on diet per head of jail population than 
any other province of India including the congress provinces. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Let us all go to jail and 
increase our weight including the Home Minister. 


— The Hon’ble (^hwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I don't think it vill help 
me : I want to reduce my weight. 

*» 'a ' t 

Mr. NIHARENDU ^DUTTA^AZUMDAR: The IIonTde Home 
Minister’s purpose will be servedj if he is ^put to the ghuni in the jail 
and raadj to work there. i 

- , 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as Mr. Dutta 
Mazumdar is concerned, he is one of those fortunate individuals who 
insisted on being put in class I and he got class I. He did not want 
to keep company with his congress friends and fellow brothers, but 
had division I with all the comforts that can Jpe had there. 

As for Russia, he has described what is found in that country. 
Russia is a land of gallows and graveyards. 
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One member reminds* m^ of the facilities for saying prayers. As 
far«8 the Jail Code is cdncerned I have mad^ enquiries from the 
Inspector-General of Prisons and he informs me that in all district 
jails facilities are given to those who want to say their prayers ; facili- 
ties are also giv<»n for Jurntn^ prayprl. I am not sure about the con- 
dition in the sub-jails, and 1 propo^ to enquire whe*ther facilities are 
given there to those who want to adhere to their religious observances 
irrespective of^ caste or community. 

( • 

Mr. SiBNATH pANEftJEE: Will the Hon’fde Minister say some- 
thing about the Kambal parade? * 

I 

■ The Hon’Me lAiwafa Sir NAZIJMUDDIN: it may be one^of the 

things that require improfemeiitjr 

Verj great stress has. been Jaid on teaching and improving the 
prisoners’ morality and conduct and reforming them from the bad 
ways of life. There is one dangier in tryingjo jo that. We may be 
accused of tiirning the political •prisoners into supporters of (lovern- 
ment. If any reforms are to^be undertaken Twith regard to the poli- 
tical piisonors that nuist be done with great care and caution. Coming 
back to the serious side there is no difference between political prisoners 
and ordinary prisoners. Alt prisoners are treated alike anff no differ- 
entiation is made between tliem. • 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDD1N AHMED: But K iiropean jirisoneis are 
classed as Kurojieaiis and are allywed separate blocks. . 

t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; 1 am talking of politig^l 
prisoners and ordinary pri.soners. Mr. ShamsiffldiB^understands who 
they are. I uiu not comparing the Eu^pean prispners with the Indian 
prisoners. Thaf is a different questicyf altogether. 

Another member suggested that /in the jjfils tobacco, wine and 
gmja are smuggled ami to stop this |smuggling the prisoners should be 
allowed to smoke; the logical comdision of allowing the prisoner’s to 
smoke tobacco or ganja or to drink^wine would be .the ^otal ‘stoppage 
of smuggling. * 

The question of allowing the prisoners to smeJee has recently been 
tried in England as an experiment. It has got many aspects, and it is 
extremely doubtful wliether the experiment is worth trying here. Still 
I will look into this qi^stion and consider all the points in favour of , 
nr against the proposal to allow the prisoners to smoke. But I think 
it will create bitterness and jealousy and it will increase the chances of 
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corruption. Differential treatment and all o^ier things will come as 
a result of giving this concession. So the practical difficulties .are 
great. • 

Mr. Aulad Hossaia, again, if I may refer to him, suggested the 
placing of a complaint box. Here agail^ although the suggestion is 
a laudable one the practical difficmlties are immense. If we accept 
the proposition that those who complain are severely dealt with, the 
mere fact that they are allowed to put in writing their ^complaints in 
a box will not help them much because the warders will be able to 
know the persons who are lodging the complaints. So instead of getting 
any redress of their grievances by putting in compjaints in the com- 
plaint box there will bfi retaliation by the warders and the jailors. 
The question is inter^ dependent agafh op the question of finance. In 
most of the district jails we have got part-tinow Su'perintehdents a^-d 
for all jail reformation it is essential thattthere must be whole-time 
Jail Superintendents^ Here the question* of funds comes in. It is not 
possible to control the subordinate , staff unless a whole-time Super- 
intendent is made responsible for discipline and for observance of 
rules and orders. ^ ” • 

Government try thfir level best to keep apart the juvenile 
offenders from the habitual criminals but the number of Borstal 
Schools and Reformatory Schools is extremely limited and the juve- 
nile oft'endei’s far exceed the accommodation available in those schools. 
Therefore to give effect to the suggestion for special treatment to 
juvenile offenders it is necessary to have more reformatory and 
Borstal schools. We are also making an attempt to keep the habitual 
offenders away from those who come in for the first time. But all these 
are as far as accommodation will permit, to ease the situation about 
accommodation. We generally give remission to all those whose con- 
duct has been good and who have been convicted for the first time and 
are not habitual %fiend,er8 ; as much as half of the term of imprison- 
ment is remitted in certain cases. The question of recreation which 
has been suggested by Mr. Miles is again one of funds, One difficulty 
against providing piore recreatioufiis that at the present time the light- 
ing arrangements in jails are ve y unsatisfactory. The light is not 
enough tq give these convicts a chi nee of either reading after 6 o’clock 
or to* play a game unless Ihey aretnear the liglit. This is a direction 
in which reform should be under^taken immediately I think. Then 
again I would certainly enquire and look into the complaint made by 
one of the speakers about the persistent repetition of numbers 1 to 32 
and about the equipment in the rooms which is kept up from 9 o’clock 
to 4 o’clock. I will make enquiries and see that this practice is 
stopped. , 

As regards the classification of prisoners, as the House is well 
aware, as soon as this session is over I will take up |hiB question and 
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go into it thoroughly. 'Similarly, I have made a careful note of th^ 
epelfeches of the various honourable members iof this House and I 
intend to ask the Inspector-General of Prisons to go into it carefully, 
and I will myself as far as possible take a perscAial interest to see how 
far the reforms can be effe^ited and how soon they can be effected. 
With these words, Sir, I oppose th^ cut motion. 

The motiojQ of Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar that the demand of 
Rs. 42,99,000 under the head “28 — ^Tails and Convict Settlements” bt 
reduced by Rs. lOO (Refo^'ms of jail administration) was put and lost. 


Mr. BIRENDRA RATH (AAIUMDAR: Sir^ I beg to move that 
the demand oj RsT 42,99,000 be reduced by Rs. *100. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, my object m moving the first resolution, that is, , , 
No. 514, is to protest against, the system o^ removing detenus and 
convicts outside Bengal, be it to the Andamans across the seas or to^ 
Deoli across the dtserts of Rajputana. In botl^ cases the position is 
almost the same. The surroundings in both casfis are equally hostile 
to a Bengali; fhe climate is different, culture*is different, people are 
differeiit, everything that is necessary ,for a human being is different 
equally in the Andamans and Deoli. I need not go into the question 
as to how the Andamans wds closed for prisoners, because the fact was 
in details dealt with by Mr. Syama <Prosad Mookerjee on the fioor of 
this House, and it is thus known to every honourable membe-r-h^w 
present. I do not choose to repeat. I can very well understand how 
and why the Andamans was revived by the last Government. I can 
understand the policy of the la*8t Government, — I can understand the 
policy of the honourable members sitting over there — I mean the 
European group. Whateve rmay be said with regard to everybody qjsje — 
in this House, even to-day when I heard onc'hoifC^urable member of 
the European ^roup I found very little change jn his mental attitude 
towards this question. I remember Aow on that particular day l^r. 
Syama Prosad Mookerjee was inter nipted bygone honourable member 
of the European group, fie namcTl certain places which had penal 
settlements of their own ; but whefi he was asked if* Engird had a 
penal settlement, he had to admit that there was none. ^Therefore 
it is very difficult to follow these gentlemen for the simjfle reason, that 
what they think to be a very grievous wrong in their own country, they 
always think that to be just and proper as soon as they cross the Suez 
Canal and come over to India. It is not necessary however, anybody 
to argue with them at length, because the interests of the Europeans 
in this country are different from and opposed to the interests of the. 
people of this country. I can quite understand them, for the simple 

reason that I know, they have not come over to India for having a dip 

• • • 
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into the holy waters of the Ganges : they ^ant to have a dip into some- 
thing else. That something else everyone kilbws and sending prisoners 
and detenus beyond Bengal is only a 'measure in the attamment of 
that particular dip. But what so long I failed to understand was the 
attitude of our Hon’ble Minister^. It ha^ been repeajted several times 
on the floor of this House by theh Hon’ble the Chief Minister that a 
change has been introduced into this country with the coming in of the 
Provincial Autonomy, and the change is a change in the angle of 
vision. So long it was the acute angle or the obtuse angle but to-day 
it is invariably a right angle. That reminds me of my younger days 
at school. I was a bad hand at ^rawing and <whenfeyer 1 was asked to 
draw a right angle and 5 had to draw it, it was always an acute angle 
or an obtuse angle hfii never a righf ' an,gle ; and I had to make up by 
putting down below “let AB(’ be a right angle^^’ : it‘ was^ohly by these 
words fliat I could show that min^. was » right angle. So, simply 
staging that tlie view, point or the angle that they are drawing is nothing 
but a riglit angle or repeating it (;xr asserti'hg it, is not the way of 
drawing a right angle. I^^ople will go behind it and tliey will find for 
themselves by measineine.nt whether u is exactly a' right angle or not. 
I just ask the Hon’ble Ministers to say for themselvejj Wthether it was 
exactly a right angle Adien they gave their unqualified support to the 
police in Bengal. I ask the Mon’ble Ministers just to sat whether it 
was a righj; angle when they supported that act of the police the other 
day just before the Town Hall. But at the same time T may assure 
them that when it will be a qhestion of right angle it will not be 
uecessaiy for the Hon’ble Ministers to say that theirs is a right angle. 

Now, Sir, the other day on the floor of the House the Hon’ble the 
Home Minister, I believe on, two occ^asions, he said, as a matter of 
fact, he agleed to the principle that nobody should be sent away 
beyond the borders of Bengal. With regard to the detenus the Hon’ble 
the Home Minis^ nilkde a statement that he was going in the very 
near future to repatriate them, .If he does it, — here I must remind our 
Minister that there is always su^i a thing as a gracele.ss act of justice 
'<rhen it is a belated one — if he do«? it immediately, whether the Hon’ble 
Minister says so or not, everybody wouH admit it is a right angle. 
With regard to' the question of rt|patriation it was with a very heavy 
heart th^t I was going to move mV motion, because we were before 
the shadow of ,nof one death, not< two deaths but, if I may use the 
expression, of mass deaths. It is impossible for anybody to speak with 
moderation with such a shadow before him; and when we found day 
after day the Hon’ble Ministers saying that the grievances of these 
people would not be looked into so long as they did not give up hunger 
strikes, I always thought that it was an acute angle or an obtuse angle. 
The question is whether these people have got grievances : if they have 
just grievances, do remedy them and do not stand p{ false prestige. 
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(The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8.^ Suhrawardy : It is not prestige, it is disci- 
pline.) The Hon’ble Mrt Suhrawardy says it is not prestige, it is a 
question of discipline. I would say it is a wrdng sense of discipline 
to keep alive grievances of the people and then pk them to submit to 
those grievances in the name of disc^ipline. It is not discipline — it is 
arbitrary imposition of your will j^^hich should be* the duty of the 
Government always to avoid. In this opinion I am supported by a 
far greater authority than myself. I have gone through the Pearson 
Committee’s I^eport ; that Report says that a.s soon as there is a question 
of hunger-strike, *it Is the bounden duty of Government to make 
enquiries into the* grievances and, if there is any just reason for 
removing those grievances, to remove the grievancfes and* communicate 
this decision of the Government* to those people; if even after that 
decision they woiiid not give up their hunger-strike, there is no help. 
That is the policy which ^was cha'lked out by the Person ('mnmittee 
for the conduct of the Gov^ninent on this' particular imiiit. Tliey 
certainly wer& not Congiess members and wrt’e not speaking for the 
Congress members. I therefore say that it .is only reasonable to look ^ 
into the grievances first and then communicate the decision of the 
Government , to them and if they are just grievifnces they should be 
asked to give up their hunger-strike on the understanding that the 
grievaices will be redressed ; and that js why it w'as repeatedly asked 
on the floor of the House whether the Hon’ble Home Minister was 
going to communicate his cfecision to the prisoners of the* Andamans. 
To-day, however, w’e learn with greai relief that they have given up 
the strike save and except seven of them and we hope and belie”? 
these seven also under* the altered circumstances will give up their 
hunger-strike. 

• * 

To-day the Hon’ble Minister has given another undertijking before 
this House, and I know he has also issued a statement to the public 
which I find published in the Statesman of to-dj|y, fjjit soon after titia 
he will consult the leaders of this House and in consultation with them 
come to a decision on the* question of /epatriatioir. The Hon’ble Home 
Minister, if I do really understand l^m aright, is djspo.sed favourably' 
towards this question of repatriation. I do 'think that our popular 
Ministers will be more popular only the moment thev get ^d of the 
shadow which is being cast over ihem from the bench opposite 1 «mean 
their European group. That is a sjiadow which continues to*influeuoe 
their action even to-day and, if the (hngress want anything, if the 
Congress ever wanted anything, it is to remove that shadow cast by 
our British rulers. I submit therefore that it is time that Govern- 
ment should think of cepatriating home all those persons who are now 
far away from Bengal-y-the detenus as well as the prisoners. In this 
particular motion of mine I made it clear that I moved it not for simply* 
political prisoners but for all convicts sent out of this province. We 
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feel for them equally and the climatic surroundings are equally hostile 
to them all. After all it is no use saying that the Andamans ' has 
considerably improved ^ since it was abandoned as a penal ‘settlement. 
It is very easy to sayjthat it has improved from within the comfortable 
walls of this House. When one knows .perfectly well that he is not 
going to that place, it is very welj of him to say that it is a very nice 
place for these prisoners to go to. I do think that our Hon’ble Minister 
will be doing an act of right kind if he will agree to repatriate soon 
everybody, i.e., every prisoner including the detenus, who is living 
beyond the borders of Bengal. My motiop does' not deal with the 
question of justice or injustice of keeping peqple under detention with- 
out trial but h relates oKly to the question of policy of sending prisoners 
beyond the borders of Bengal. 

With regard to the question of expenditure, my metion No. 525, 
I do say that I disagree with my Buropeah friend who spoke on this 
matter. He said that if the prisoners were repatriated .home it would 
considerably increase the expenditure oi Government. How that will 
be, I do not understand ? '' It is for the Tea Cess Committee and those 
connected with Eiirpt)eaii business concerns to work out the figures; 
we Indians do not know how that is possible. On t\ie ''other band I 
should say that it is a necessary corollar;}' repatriation. The moment 
the Hon’ble Minister repatriates tbem, there will necessarily be a con- 
siderable r, eduction of expenditure also. , 

Sir, with this end in view I iiove the motion standing in my name. 


Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I support the motion moved 
by Mr. Birendn^ Nath Mazumdnr oiu the ground of humanity alone. 
I consider tjiat the jails of Bengal are so many institutions of vengeance. 
In other countries of the world — I mean some of the advanced countries — 
the prisoners in^^i^e jails are scientifically inspected, examined, and 
sometimes medically, in order to find out why they commit crimes and 
if the cause is detected a particular treatment or atteufion is given to 
them, so that after coming out^of tlie jails they might be peaceful 
citizens of the world. But here in Bengal when a man is put within 
the four^walls of the jail, nobody itakes care of him. Legislators pass 
laws. prescribing jails for particular .offences and there are judges and 
magistrates yho convict persons, ^ and I think sometimes expecting 
promotions an(f other rewards from the Government and there their 
duty ends ; other persons such as lawyers, mukhtears and the witnesses, 
who appear. for prosecution in any case, do not think of the convicts 
when they are sent to jails. Now, Sir, whatever may be the case, I 
think the jail is an important institution and ^he question of making 
it habitable should be the concern of all, even of the legislators and the 
Cabinet Members too. In the Congress provinces, ^Sir, I think the 
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Cabinet Ministers may ^ome day or other have to go to jails, and here 
in .our Cabinet also I thiak some of our Ministers narrowly escaped from 
going to •jail, and I do not know whether after coming out from the 
Cabinet they will have to go to jail again o^ not. (A voice: For 
what offence?). I do not suggest* that now. Sir, the jail is an 
important institution, and it must-be made habitable. I spoke about 
our Cabinet Ministers, and I now come to my coalition friends. In 
this connection I think I can point out at least two of them who courted 
jail during tte Khilafat Movement; one of them is Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan and the otlfer is Maulvi Ahmed Hossain. In this House I think 
amongst the Congress, and Krishak-Praja members, about 90 or 95 
per cent, of them are jail birds. {A vouk : • Glftrious.^ Amongst the 
lady members Mrs. Hemaprov» Mazumdar courted jail on several* 
occasions *and oi« the Afoslem* lady members I •siy some of the Moslem 
ladies too courted jail dpring thV nationalist movement, on^ of them 
is Daulatanessa Begum from my constitu^^ncy and other Hosenara, 
Begum, wif^ of one of dur sub-editors of “Atad^’ Therefore I submit 
that it is in the interest of ladies also that the jails should be made 
habitable. Now about the TTletnas 


TTie Hon’ble Sir Khwaja HAZIM»UDDIN: On u •point of order, 
Sir. Is the hoiiTde member in order to discuss the subject that was 
discussed in the previous resolution about the policy of jail 
administration ? * 


Mr. SPEAKER : I am afraid Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarker should 
strictly confine himself to the' motion for removing convicfs and persons 
interned out of the province and the Ulemas may now be left. 


Maulvi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: Now^ I was speaking about 
the conditions of prisoners in jails.i It is jimctically now (certain t4iat 
the prisoners will be rej^triated to our provincial jails. If they are 
brought back, the conditions of jails should be made .toleralile for those 
prisoners, and I mean that these conditions must be such that all 
sections of our population should live there comlortabjy* 

Sir, I would draw your attention to the particular fact that we 
want to court jails and to be transported som^ time oyt of necessity. 
I may remind the Souse 


(Hejre the membef having reached the time-limit, re.sumed his seat ) 
The House was then adjourned for 16 minutes. 
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Babu MANORANJAN BANNERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 42,99,000, under the head “28 — Jails and 
Convict Settlements,” be reduced by Rs. 100. (Present Administration 
of Jails). < 

Sir, the manner in which the present administration of the jail 
department is carried on leaves little room for doubt th'at the object 
of Government is nothing but punitive. Sir, I' think the object of 
Government should be to deal with the prisoiyers iij. such a way that 
when they come out of the jail they can come out as better citizens, 
so that they can pass their lives as gacd citizens in future. The whole 
angle of vision of the^western countries, so far ^s jails are v^oncerned, 
has chaiifved. There the prisoners ate accorded a treatment which no 
longor is punitive but reformative. iPrispners there are treated, more 
like diseased people ahd every care is taken f,or their improvement so 
that when they come out of the jail fhey make better citizens. More- 
*over, there every step is taken with this object in v*:ew but in Bengal 
and India things ar’e otherwise. Oftce a criminal he ^s always a 
criminal here. He comes out of the jail more hardened and unfit for 
any work. This state of affairs can no longer continue. It ia time 
therefore for Government to change their system of jail administration 
lock, stock a'hd barrel, and jails should be ntade as so many centres for 
industrial institutions for prisonerfi' and not only centres of punishment. 

~^ow, Sir, I come to the question of classification of prisoners. 
Just now the Hon’ble the Home Minister said that there is no distinc- 
tion between political prisoners and other kinds of prisoners but my 
submission is^ that I do not agree with this contention of the Govern- 
ment. Political prisoners should be made into a class by themselves. 

-In Till western cov^^trie^s people who have committed crimes with a 
political motive and against the constitution are differently treate<l and 
that should be done in India al 80 .\i I do not like the provisions as they 
prevail in Bengal. In the Jail code provision is made for the classifica- 
tion of prisoners according to the status and standard of living of the 
prisoners in society. But this provision is not followed in practice. I 
know qf cases where educated men and women who are entitled to be 
treated as tiivisipn 11 and I prisoners have been treated as division III 
prisoners. Take lor instance the case of Miss Suniti Chowdhury, who 
is now serving her term in the Dacca Central Jail. She is living there 
in association with ordinary criminals ; she is aged 22 and is educated 
both in the vernacular and English, and her father is a Government 
pensioner. Yet, in spite of all this she has not Jpeen considered to be 
accustomed to a better standard of living than the ordinary criminal. 
I can cite any number of cases likq this. Even this classification of 
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prisoners is dependent pn the whims and caprices of the authorities. 
I know of cases where aaen entitled to division I or division II have 
been treaW as division III prisoners. Takd for instance the oases 
of Prasanta Sen and Adhir Ratan Nag. These^ two persons were con- 
victed to a sentence of 7 years’ rigoreus imprisonment, but the Sessions 
Judge of Dacca who tried this case^ as a special judge, in consideration 
of the status of the prisoners and their mode of living in society, recom- 
mended that they should be treated as division II prisoners. For some 
time they were treated as such, hut afterwards they were sent to the 
Andamans and thfere*they were treated and even now are being treated 
as division III piisoneys. with the result that their health has been 
completely shattered. <• * • 

*» 

I w'ill MOW coj^ie to’ the question of sending qur prisoners outside our 
province. Why should our priscmers be sent far away fron^ the pro- 
vince? Tl»e climate of those plavfes and the diet of those places may not 
be suitable h) them as tl]ey are not accustome^l t* that climate and that' 
diet. Bengal Sir, has sufficieift jails for punishment. I tlierefore 
think that they ^should not Jie sent to other provinces or to th(^ 
Andamans. If these prisoners, w^ere not .‘tent gway to tlie far-away 
Andamans, *faf away from their homes, it they w^ere accessible to their 
relatyres ajid friends and to ‘leaders of public opinion who could have 
approached them, they would have been in a position td persuade them 
to give up their hunger-strike much earlier. Therefore I appeal to the 
House in the name of humanity and all that is good in human life 
that the present cabinet and especially the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
should pass immediate^ orders for their repatriation, and I also submit 
to them that the Andamans islands us a penal settlement should be 
abolished altogether or at least* so far as Bengal is concerned. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, ^Sir, I rise to*up- 
port the mo^on moved, by Mr. Birendra Nath Majumdar. In con- 
sidering the (^it motion we have to acquaint ourselves with the 
circumstances under which political prisoners* were sent to the 
Andamans and the recomwendations of the Jail Committee which were 
submitted by them in the year 1919-20. That commiUee w^aa appointed 
to investigate into the jail admfnist ration of India and the^Andamans 
and they consisted of prominent persons with Vi^o experience of 
prisons including the In8]>ector-General of Prisons of the Home Office, 
London. This committee visited many jails and reformatories in the 
United States of America, in Great Britain, in Japan, in the 
Phillipines, in Hong Kong, in India and in Burma. 

• 

This ’Committee examined many expert witnesses and had intelr- 
views with others who were connected with prisons and prifoners in 
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many ways. A huge expenditure was also inpurred. Tlie report sub- 
mitted by the committee was a wonderful product, but the mountain in 
labour produced a molb bill. Little or no action was tak'en to give 
effect to these recommendations. 

r 

0 

I would like to draw the attention of this House to the facts men- 
tioned in that report, especially with reference to the future of the 
penal settlement. The relevant paragraphs are 553 to 566 of the Indian 
Jails Committee’s Eeport, 1919-20. I have summarised these para- 
graphs in the language of the report as far as possible for convenience 
of discussion. It was discussed in the report .whether a settlement of 
freed and reformed Vionv^/cts may be developed at Port Blair. It was 
decided that if any fresh attempt at colonisation was to be made it must 
be made in an entirely new locality. Various diflRciflties Were felt in 
starting ^^uch colonisation in a new locapty, and it was thought 
inadvisable to incur the responsibilities and the expenditure that would 
be involved in the creatif<?n of a fresh ponal c^fdony. Other alternatives 
suggested were — 

(?) the continuaw.'e of the present* system at Port Blair with such 
improvement experience has proved to be^necessary : 

(n) the entire abandonmenV of the Andamans as a penal settle- 
iVent and the retention in Inditvi jails of the whole of the 
criminals who are now trans])orted to the Andamans : and 

• •(/n) itn intermediate course by which, while the Andamans are not 
entirely abandoned, the character ‘of the system, there, 
would radically changed.^ 


The*<*ontinuance the <?xisting system was strongly deprecated on the 
ground that excessive size of the convict population consisting of an 
admixture of races, castes and religion would never be* likely to work 
Will, that enormously heavy expenditure on staff would be necessary, 
that extra expenditure would be involved in effecting transfer of con- 
victs from^ Indian jails to the Andamans, that the men who commit the 
crimes, for^ which they are deported to’ihe Andamans are often some of 
the least corrupted' members of the prison population and therefore 
there is no special reason for deporting them to the Andamans, that 
many who are sentenced to transportation are kept in the Indian jails 
and that if some of such convicts can be kept in the Indian jail there is 
no invincible reason why the rest also cannot be kejit there and that the 
deterrent effect of the transportation has been lost. On these and other 
grounds retention of the penal settlement on present lines was not 
recommended. 
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Reasons in favour of, entire abandonment were as follows : — 

*(t) Tl^^t as already noticed transportation jno longer produces the 
terror it was once supposed to inspire ; 

(u) that as we have already sho^m, it must* oe more expensive to 
maintain a convict there than in an Indian prison ; 

{Hi) that tlie removal of a i risoner far from his home and the 
almost complete severance which this involves of all ties 
wifli friends and relations is demoralising and undesirable; 


Hr) that il is difficult. to supply those reformatory influences which . 
we hav/J reccinmended fo^* all Indian prisons, such as the 
attendance of religious teachers, tHe provision of education 
and the ^ttempt§ iii'‘ other ways to ^ fit the prisoner for 
*ev^ntuhl release; 

(r) that in the absen<*e of a?'5 large free, population there would 
be. no educated public opinion to resti'^in the prison auflior* ' 
ities or to see' that the* reforms so undoubtedly necessary in 
the settlement are properly carriM out; and s 


{ri) that the climatic conditions will alwlays l>e unfavourable to the 
IfeaHh of the convicts, drawn as they are, from various parts 
of India. On thdse grounds* it is argued that the settle- 
ment should l)e entirely abandoned and that the exploitati^K..^ 
of the islands • should be made over wholly- to private 
enterprise.” 


There are reasons gjveu also against the entire abandonment. The 
committee recommended deportation in a very restricted manner and 
in a very sjiecial case but recommended, schemes for* the eradication of 
malaria and for the selection only of healthy and non-mala/ious sites for 
the purpose. The whole report is full of sympathy for the convicts, 
and there is touch of humaneness every whece unTrtce the replies we 
received from the Hon ’hie the Home Minister whose attitude will evei 
be condemned "however much he may be proud to think that he is no 
inferior substitute of the steel framed Governmeiit of bureaucratic 
fame of the past. The ^^plies that we received from the Hon’ble 
Minister to the short notice questions regarding the hungevstrike are 
condemned by all (hear, hear frAm the Coalition group). 

Mr. PRAMATHA MATH BANERdEE: And the taunting cheers of 
the Minister for Labour. 


Mr. NI8HITHA {lATH KUNDU: After the Jail Committee's 
report h&d been published the future of the penal settlenient at the 
Andamans was continually under consideration of the Government of 
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India from time to time and in the year 1926 ;it was definitely decided 
that only those convicts should normally be seait to the Andamans who 
volunteered to go there, t It is in disregard of the principles formulated 
in the Jail Committee/s report, in disrespect of the decision of the 
Government of India and of the feelings of the Indian public the penal 
settlement is used 'to further penalise the political prisoners who are 
already penalised 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit, resiii^^ed his seat.) 

Mrs. Hemaprova Mazumdar spoke in Ben'gaK in support of 
Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar ’s motion. 


The Ifon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I had^ hoped that 
after the statement made by the Hon’ble the Oliief Minister to-day and 
' the statement {)f policy ai\pounced by me with regard to detenus outside 
Bengal, there would be no necessity move Ihe motions whi(di have 
»!)een moved to-day. But it is obvious lhat the Qpposition do not 
seriously ])ress this q.uetsion in view of cur statements, because the 
front-benchers of the Op|)osition have not supported the' motions. Sir, 
no useful purpose will be served by my repeating the policy pf Gpvern- 
m iit aguin with regard to the'detenus and the Andamans prisoners. 
It is well known to liie House. I do not propose also to deal with the 
criticisms on the (juestion of tho.se detenus who are outside Ihoigal, 
because they will soon Ive brought hack. Preparations are already 
being made for bringing tlie Deoli prisoners to Bengal, and the other 
State prisoners ami Regulations III prisoners will also be brought back 
to Bengal as soon* as arrangements are made for their reception (A 
VOICE: Reception!) Yes, that is the word used by members on that 
side of the House, 

Then, Sir, ont^of tl*e members of the Opposition, I believe the 
members from Dacca, Mr. Birendra Nath Ma^sumdar, referred to the 
Pearson (Committee's Report on hunger-strike. The repo/t says that if 
th«re is a genuine gyevance for which a hunger-strike has been resorted 
to, and if Government are convinced of t^e genuineness of such rv 
grievance, ^ then (rovernment ought to remove it without waiting for 
the calling ott' of the strike. What the Committee meant is that it 
there is a griev^iiice *in regard to the ('condition in which a prisoner has 
been placed or in regard to a treatment to which he has been subjected^ 
then Government ought to look into the question without waiting for 
the hunger-stinke being given up. Further, supposing there are 
grievances about food that certain prisoners are* entitled to get but 
which they are not actually getting, in that casecif Government think 
that they are justified in their demands, Government will not wait till 
the hunger-strike is called off to look into the matter. Put if prisoners 
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want to chan^ the conditions of their jail life by means of huu^r- 
str^e, the recommendations of the Pearson Committee do not apply to 
that ca8e,*and therefore Government have to s^and ont. But now this 
is a purely academic question, because Governipent will be discussing 
the question of repatriation with the headers of the various groups. 

Mrs. Hemprova Mazumdar bastinade a number of statements in a 
definite and categorical manner as being within her personal know- 
ledge. It do%8 not look well to contradict a lady and on this occasion 
I do not propose to eontradict her; but there is one statement which, 
she says, she has ipade on hearsay evidence and that I am in a j) 08 ition ’ 
to contradict, bec&use I saw Suniti (•haudhury personally' in the Dacca 
Jail. She was asked in ray pregynce whether she had any complaints » 
whatsoevea to mqjce an'd the (ftily comjdaint she^ made was that she did 
not like the (^mjianion wlio was given to her, and that she wai^«‘d some- 
body else. As regards the wondei*tul medicine to which she has leferred 
as a panacea»for all evils.^ (A vok k: Does ij n^nce fat alsol^) 1 have* 
nothing to say except that tlie standard of health in jails is mncli above 

the average standard of health. of people outside. 

. ■» 

Then, Sir^ my friend and one'-time colleague, Mr. Monoranjan 
Bannerjee, in a maiden speech to-day has debit with the question of 
reforms in* the Jails adminhtration. One thing that is^rather curiqns 
is his statement, once a criminal, alwavs a criminal, because, ijsV 
another member has said, 9;) per cent, of the members of the Opposition 
have been in jail some time or otheA (Mr. B.\noj).\ Piusanna Pain; 
Once a Minister, always a Minister!) Then, Sir, Mr. Kundir has read 
a long report about tHe Andamans but in view of the recent events, 

I do not think that is relevant ;jt the present moment. Sir, great stress 
has been laid on the treatment of political prisoners — especially by 
gentlemen win) are admirers of the administration in Russia. T am 
afraid in Russia, Germany and Italy, political^ j)risopers are treatwJ in 
quite a different manner from that in which they are treated in Bengal. 

(A voiCK: They are slfot down like dogs wh*lesale.) One member 
says, they are shot down like dogs. (Dr. Nalinaksiia Sanyal : That^is 
more honourable than what is done in Bengal), l^ersonally. Sir, I do 
not think it would be advisable to make a differentiation between people 
who shoot down for political purposes and persons who comnfit murders 
for various other reasons — (A voick: What is Buititjh Government doing 
in Peshawar?) — and I think, Sir,* murder is murder •uliatever may he 
the motive behind. 

As I have said before, Sir, there has been a great dehl of improve- 
ment in the adminisfration of jails, and Government will try their level 
best to gjve effect to kirtber improvements as soon as funds permit. 

The motion^of.Mr. Birendra Nath Mazumdar was put and lost. 
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The motion of Mr. Monoranjan Bannerjee was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr.. Manoranjan Bannerjee that the djpmand of 
Es. 42,99,000 under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements^’ be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (present administration of jails) was put and lost. 

Mft SPEAKER: It think it will be convenient if I put the main 
demand now that a sum of Rs. 42,99,0(K> be granted for expenditure 
under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements.”, 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 42,99,tX)0 be granted for expenditure 
under the heal “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” was put and 
carried. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till ‘i-45 on Tuesday, the 31 si 
August, 1937, at the Assembly House, Cali'utta. 
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Proceedings of the Pengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
nnder Ae provisions^of the Government |>f India Act> 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, ths 
31 st August, 1937, at 3-45 p.m. , 

Present: 

• • 

Mr. Speaker (the HoiCble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul IIaque, c.i.e.), 
in the ('hair, the ^*leven*}lon’ble Ministers an^l 213 menihors. 

•• 

starred .QUESTIONS. 

(to which oral answers wer^ given) 

* * » 

Expenditure for the summer exodus^ of 1937. 

« * 

*89. MauM ABUL QUASEM: {<i) JVill \lie Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state the tot^Jjujjmmt 
of exi>enditiire inclined by the (Toverumeiit for the Darjeeling oxodu^ 
in May and June last? * * 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ^Iso pleased to state — 

(0 the number of occasions on which the different* Hon’ble 
Ministers hacl to come down to (Calcutta during the period; 
in) the business for wbieb ♦they baij to come dT)wn ; and 
(/’//) tile cost incuired 1)\ (Iovim nnimit on this head ahftie ? 

MINISTER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hen*ble 

Mr. Nalini Ranjan SarkerJ: (r/) Alxmt Ks. 4G,()()0. 

(6) (/) aud*(//) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

{Hi) Rs. 3,100. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL| Will the Ifou’ble Minister tx3 pleased 
to state the nature of the official business that neKjes^sitated th’h Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister to come down^to Calcutta? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKEnr: 1 camo.down in con- 
nection with some w<^k relating to the preparation of the budget. 

Dr. NALINAK8H/( 8ANYAL; What was the business that neces- 
sitated the Hon’ble tlie "Revenue Minister to come down to Calcutta? 

31 • 
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ThB HOfl’Me Mr. NALiNI RANJAN 8ARKER: I cannot say. 

f . 

Mauli^i ABDUL BAF I : Is the Cabinet thinking of giving ilp the next 
exodus ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: We have not yet 
decided. 


Cess defaulting estates in KhiiJna. 

•90. Babu^ NACENDRA NATH BEN: \a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the number of estates with their tauzi 
number in the Khulna district under attachment under ^^sect ion 99 of 
the Cess Act on the 81st March, 1937^ with the following particulars in 
?ach case — 

(i) the date of attachment; 

(??) the arrears of ^ess due at the llate of attachment; 

(m) the arrears of^ cess due on 31st March, 1937 ; , 

(tv) the annual cess demand; 

(y) the annual cess demand during the proceeding cess revaluation 
period ; 

(vi) the cost incurred from the date of attachment till 31 st March, 

1937; 

(vii) the total amount collected during the peiiod of attachment; and 

(vUi) the agency by which the collections are made? 

(6) Are the proprietors consulted in the matter of the selection of 
colLrtion agents? 

(c) Are the proprietors furnished with any list of names of defaulters 
against whom proprietors’ demand is going to be barred by limitation? 

' (d) Are any suits instituted against such defaulters or certificate 
proceedings instituted against them for realisation of arrears? 

(e) Arc the proprietors or tenure-holders supplied with collection 
papers of the ^>eriod during which elates or tenures are kept under 
attachment ? 

(/) Are objections invited, heard and decided before attachment? 

MINIBTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Bir Bfjoy Prasad Bingh Roy): (a) A statement is placed on the Library 
table. 

(b) and (c) No. 
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(d) Not in all cases. , 

^e) Thej^ are supplied Vith carbon copies of rent receipts issued.. 
(/) They are not invited but are beard and^decided, if preferred. 


Bsbu NACEMDA NATH SEN: With reference to^question (c), why 
are not proprietors furnished with the names of defaulters? Are they 
not entitled to that? 

The Hon’bleSir.BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

• • . * • * 

(Xo which answers wjere laid on the table) 

• » 

Percentage cf Muhammadans in ministerial pests in the offices 
of District Juc^es and Munsifs. 

• • • 

56. Mr. ^YJEO ABDUL MAJID; (a) Will lloii’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to 
8\*nte — • • * 

(i) the percentage of Muhammadans in ministerial posts in the^^'. 

offices of the District Judges and Munsifs in Bengal in 

(7) the upper and (2) low^r divisions; and 

(ii) the total number of such appointments made in those offices 

from Januarj% 1934, to June, 1937? 

(h) Is it not a fact that the.fercentag^ of Muhammadans in minis- 
terial posts in the various offices are far below the required Standard? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, Tyll the Hon’Jile 
Minister be pleased to state what steps are bein^ taken by Government 
for securing the same? • • 

MINISTER in Charge of JUDICIAL ^ND* LECISLATIVI 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me Nawab Mushairuff Hossain, Khan Baha- 
dur); (a) The information is not easily available in the fofm in \rhich it is 
requested. Copies of the annual statements obtained by Government 
from District Judges for the years* 1933-34 to 1936-3'h ^ffiich contain 
substantially the information asked for are laid on the Library table. 

(h) In 12 districts the minimum percentage is exceeded in the 
figures of 1936-37, and in 8 districts the percentage employed is less 
than the minimum. 

0 

(c) By means of the annual statements Government keep themselves 
informed of the position and the attention of District Judges is drawn 
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when the number of appointments of Muhammadans appears to be 
>adequate. It will be noted that in almost all of the deficit districts 
there jiaa beeii an impAvement since 1933-34. 

Nimitidr, of Muslim Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders. 


57. Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state the present 
number of Muslim Public i'rosecutors and Government Pleaders in the 
following districts: — 

(1) 24-Pa'’ganas ; 

(2) Nadia; 

(3) Hooghly; 

(4) Howrah; 

(6) Burdwan ; 

(0) Birblium; 

( 7 ) Bankura; and 

(8) Midnapore? 

1 

vvwT^llie claims of Mmdiin lawyers duly considered in making 
these appointments? 

(c) If the number of Muslim lawyers arc comparatively small, is 
the H<m’b](' Minister considering the desirability of issuing instructions 
to District Officers for appointing suitable and Qualified Muslim lawyers 
in future vacancies in the districts? 


The Hor’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(n)-~ 

•c I 

Go'^crnment Pleader. Public Prosecutor. 


24-Parganas 

Nadia 

Howrah 

Burdwan 

Midnapore 


L Hindu 
1 do. 

1 do. 

1 do. 


(The post is now ^vacant and 
the matter is under consi- 
deration of Government.) 


2 Hindus. 

1 Muslim. 
1 Hindu. 

1 Muslim. 
1 Hindu. 


Hooghly 

Birbhum 

Bankura 


Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor 
(combined post). 

1 Hindu. 

1 ' do. 

1 do. 
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(b) Yes. *1 

(c) T1i£ rules for the recTuitraeiit of the above lawyers arj? under 

consideration. The appointments are made by Governijient after* con- 
sulting the Public Service Commission and I inttfnd to see that qualified 
Muslims, if available, will secure a due share of Jhese epppintnients 
in future vacancies. • 

A MuhampfMKlan Member: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how Public Prosecutors and Government Pleaders are recruited 
now ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

New rules have been framed but* have not vet been published. 

• • ; • ’ . - 

Dr. NALirNAK8HYA^8ANYAL: Has any sjiecial category been 
made out by Government under flie nomenclature of Muslim Ppblio 
Prosecutor? • , 

Mr. BREAKER^ I think, Dr.^Sanyal, k i*s a frivolous question. * 

• • 

• • 

Proportion of different conmnities in, the posts of Inspectors and 
* * Auditors of CeM:perative.8ocioties, Bengal^ 

58. Mr. ABUL H08A4N AHMED: Will the Hon’l^je Minister 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit^ and Rural Indebtedness Depart- 
ment he pleased to state — 

(?) the total number of Inspectors of Co-o])erative So(detics in 
Bengal; 

(?/) the number of them that are — (4) Hindus', (2) Muhammadans 
and (3) of other nationalities; * 

{Hi} the total number of Inspectors to he rec^uiied^this year; 

(tv) the total number of Auditors to he recruited this year; 

(v) the pr(^j)ortiou at which tlic above appoi/ltments will he allotted 
to (1) Hindus and (2) Muhammadans;, and • 

{n) the latest order Government fixing the proportion of each 
of tile different communities in the above, service? 

MINISTER in charge of CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT AND RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENt (the Hon’ble Mr.*Mukunda Behary 
Mtillick)i (t) 84. 

e 

(ii) (1) Hindus — 45; (2) Muhammadans — 35; and (->) other com- 
munities — 4. • 

{Hi) to (v) The hoft'ble member is referred to the answer to starred 
question No. 8 given at this session of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
on the 2nd Augpst last. 


• • 
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(vi) latest order of Government fix/^s the proportion of Muslims 
in the posts of Inspectors and Auditors at 40 per cent. No proportion 
has yet been fixed for tjlie representation of other communities. 

Babu KBHETRA NATH BINCHA: Are the scheduled castes in- 
cluded in “other communities^ or in “Hindus” ? 

The Hon’biG Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I think they 
are included in “other communities”. 

A Muhammadan Member: Doe^s the Government 'intend to raise the 
percentage of kuhammaclan appointments ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MUtLICk: The percentage 
€>f 40 was arrived at by a previous Governmeut in January, 1928. This 
will certainly be revised by the present Government. 

Communal representation it) Secretariat .services. 

59. Mr. SHAH SY^D GOLAM 8ARWAR HOSA'iNi: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Finance Department bq pleased to 
^.ay on tlie tuKlc a staienn‘nt shdwing the relative strength at present of 
the coinmvnal representation on the Secretariat services in all the 
departments? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MALI N I RAN JAN 8ARKER: A statement is laid 
on the Library table. 

Appointment of Muslims as Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

W Maulvj AfTAI^ HOSAIN JOARDAR; (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of, the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to lay on the table a statement Showing for the 
laist five years — 

(i) the number of Muhammadans that were appointed — (1) penna- 
nently and (2) temporarily as Assistant and Sub-Assistant 
* Surgeons ; and 

(n) the total number of appointments? 

{b) What steps aVe taken to reach the minimum percentage of 
appointments of Muslims to these posts? , 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH AND LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mauivi Syed Nauehor 
Ali) : (a) A statement is laid on the table. 
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(h) There has been no deficiency in the proportion ot Jttutiammadans 
apliointed as Assistant Surgeons since 1932 calculated in accordance 
with the percentage of 33J fixed for such appointments. 

The proportion of Muhammadans appointed as Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons since 1932 is somewhat less tlian the percentage fixed owing 
to fractional proportions having been left out. This matter is under my 
consideration. 

• 

Stat-ement referrej, tain the reply to nnsUirred que.^tioii No. 00, showing 
the total number of officers appointed permanently and temporarily • 
as Assistant and Sifh-Assisfa 7 }t Surgecrns ^or tjie h-sf five years and 
the number of Muhammadans so appointed. * 

• • ‘ Akittent Surgeont. • * 



Permanent^ 

• Temporal^. 

Romarks. 

• 

Total. 

• 

Number 

of 

Muham- 

madans. 

• 

Total. 

• 

• 

NumWr 
• of 

• Muham- 
madansf 

• 

1932 

1933 • . 

1934 

1935 

1936 

14 

Nil 

7 

Nil 

13 

(includes 2 
promoted 
Sub-Assis- 
tant 

Surgeons) 

n 

Nil* 

2 

N^l " 

4 

5 

Nil , 

8 

9 

9 

% 

• 

1 

Nil 

2 

3 

3 

Two vacancies filled up by 

] pppir 

Assistant Surgeons *{' 
1936 the rank bf 

Assistant Surgeons 

sliould be omitted in 
calculating the com- 
munal ])#rcentage, as 
commtmal considera- 
* tions do not arise in the 
case of promotions. 

34 

12 

31 J 

9 1 


Total 34 plus 31 «=65/c*«2 = 63. • 

Total number of Muhammadans 12 plus 9 ==12, proportion due = 21. 


tuk-AttMiiit SurgMiii, 



Permanent 

appointment. 

Number of 
Muhamma- 
dans. 

Temfioreuy 
’ appointment. 

• 

Number ai 
Muhamma- 
dans. 

1932 

8 

2 

. 9 

• • 3 

1»33 

Nil 

^ Nil 

• S 

3 

1934 

9 

* 3 

Nil* 

Nil 

1935 


2 

17 

5 

1936 

8 

2 

, Nil 

Nil 


30 

9 

• 

3.5 

U 


Total appoint- 



Total number 


W 30 plus 
3f=65. 



of Muhamma- 
dans 9 pltu 
11 = 20 


Number due according to the 331 rule = 21 f. 
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THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
' FOR 1937-38. 

t 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


aa— Medical. 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT^ (the Hon’bfe Maylvi Syed Nausher 
All): On theOecoiiiniPiAlntion of Ills Excellency the Governor I beg 
to move that a sum of Us. 4{), To, 000 'be granted for expenditure under 
the head “48 — Medical'.’’ * ' ^ ' 

Sir, in making this demand I shordd like ‘to state a few facts which 
may' be helpful for discussion of this demftnd by the Hou^. The total 
provision for exi>enditure under this ♦head is lls. 54,45,000 of which 
Its. 46,75,000 are voted and the balance, viz., Ks. J, 70,000 charged. 
Now, Sir, I should lil^^ to give the House a statement as to the state of 
expenditure during the pre(;eding three years : In lOIW-55 the total 
expenditure under this fiead ^^^s Its. 48,^1,0(M), in 1035-36 the total 
was Ks. 49,10,000 *and in 1036-37 the revised budget was 
Its. 4O,00,0QO and this year we have ma(b* a total provision for the 
amount already stated. This requires a little explanation. From this 
it will ai)pear that the increase pi^)])osed this year, is about Ks. 4,55,000 
but this ib nut really so. The increase as shown consists of two parts — 
one part is due to 'transfer of certain items from one head to another. 
That explains the. increase to the extent of Ks. 2,13,000 and the real 
balance is I^s. 2,42,(K)0, the details whe'reof will be found on page 91 
ot Finance Secretary’s note and I do not think I shall be justified in 
takfiig tlie time oi the pouse in dilatiiig on this point any further. 

Now, Sir, I may be expected, w^hile making this statement, to state 
something with regard* to the j>olicy that has been followed in framing 
this budget. I may say at once that the budget, as framed, does not 
represent any policy that'ha^; been framed by the present Government. 
I do not ^ither claim any credit, nor strictly speaking, I think, the 
House, will hold me responsible for framing this budget. This budget 
was settled earl^v in *MaV when I was ^hardly more than a month in ofi&ce 
and it was not jwssible for me, I frankly confess, to study the problem 
even in the least. Then, Sir, ajiart from this there are other factors also. 
All that I could do was to press for some more money to be spent under 
this head. In the usual way that demand has bben partially acceded 
to. Furthermore, with regard to this budget tie present Government 
has inherited certain legacy of commitments. We are hoaour-bound 
to make provisions for those commitments, and lastly a^d not the least 
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I confess I ani^ slow man, I have no pretension to any ciaim lor experi* 
enci or knowledge and I {rahkly confess that I am very poor in ideas* 
and that iS \^hy I have from the very beginiiir|i^ of my assumption of 
office, tried to enlist the sympathy of all concerned in tV Medical and 
Public Health Administration of the oountry. I may state in this con- 
nection that soon after the responsibility for this Department was placed 
oil my shoulders I had the honour of discussing some important 
problems of the department in an informal Conference of the leading 
non-official ra^dicalmeii of the province including Sir Nilratan Sarker, 
Dr. B. C. Roy, Df. IJIkil and several others. They were kind enough 
to assure me of their a^ssistance in all respects and they especially 
agreed very kindly to help me with ])racticiil suggestions and they 
went so far as to agree to help me with schemes provided of course 
they were »furuished Yith figtires to which 1 j^adily agreed. Ever 
since tliat C'oilference I have met 'leadinir non-offi« ial medicaiiium and 
other gentlemen of the Province* interested - in medical and pi^blic 
health admirtistration ny>re tlpni once and u»y •hoirhle friend over' 
there, Dr. J. M. Das (riipta, 1 hoV^ will bear me out that I consulted 
him on several oiM’Usions when, he very* kindly^ promised me his co-^ 
o])cration, assistance and suppoi;t in these matteas. Sir, 1 should like 
to say one thing with regard to this Departmei^t. I being in chaige of 
the \fcedical and Public Health Departments stand for service in 
relieving and preventing sufferings of hnmanit\, and \ 1m])e*P\^tn 
seek and secure the unstintc^l co-ojK'ration, assistance and support of th4 
different sections of the Plouse, irres})«*iive of their party affiliations in 
this matter of relief of human sutferings. My poverty of ideas, my 
lack of knowledge anc^ experience and the eN])ectation that I would 
get valuable suggestions of praeiieal sehemes from this Assionhls are 
some of the reasons that made' me spe(pail\ >low. 'If I have wuiited, 

1 have waited in the expectatfon that I would get valuahk suggestions 
from tliis House in to-day’s discussion. As I have alreatly stated I 
stand for service and standing as I do in th> posifion of an adviser 
to the healthy so that |hey may not fall sick and as a nurse to the 
sick, I hope I «wi]l get the support of all concerned, support not only 
of this House, but also of the entire eoiintry consisting oi hoili officials 
and non-officials. For these reasons I regreP 1 cannot announce any 
policy to be followed by me in future. 1 hope I wiy get the support 
of all, suggestions from all quarters so that 1 may evolve a schq^ne, by 
following which, the money thai^is allotted tof this l]e])aiTinent may 
be utilised, to the fullest advantage. 1 cannot, Sir, Ss true servant of 
the public, do anything which is not in consonance with the wishes 
of my masters and not really in consonance with the •wishes of the 
people whom I want to serve. Another thing that I want to tell the 
House is that I have^et my heart on a specific object. I want to see 
that the real spirit of service prevails the whole organi.sation of the 
Medical and the .Public Health Departments. The officers of the 
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Department must forget that they are ther^i not for the purpose of 
earning a few coins ; they must know that <they al’e therfe for serving 
the country, for servifig the sick and for serving people so that they 
may not falL sick. J have got complaints during the short period I 
have l)€en in office of rude be'havioiir by inedicalmen, doctors and 
others towards patients and guardians of patients. I want to see 
that this state of things ceases at once and I should like to issue a 
note of warning from the Medical and the J^ublic Healljh Departments 
that all medicalmen must approach everything from the point of view of 
service and not from the point of view of anything else. They have got 
to be absolutely courteous to people who have* approached them. With 
these words, SCr, I cdmmfend my motion to the consideration of the House. 

Babu JATINDRA* NATH BA8U: Sir, of the. various 

m 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like to' know, Mr. Basu, whether you are 
going to move a motion of reduction or you want to speak on the main 
motion generally? “ 

Babu J ATI N DR A' NATH BASU! 1 want to sjieak generally on the 
main demand. Of tke various needs of this province ‘that have been 
and will be brought before this House onl^ of the most important items 
tl^e medical needs of the Province 

Dfi NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL! On a ]M)int of order. Sir. We are 
now discussing demands for graKts and 1 submit that the time for a 
general discussion of the budget is over and that we can now only con- 
centrate discussion„on particular cut motions. *T submit therefore that 
the member is out of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I find that there is a certain amount of misappre- 
hension in the minds of members. When a demand is moved, even 
though an amendment has not l>een moved, it is oi>en to discussion and 
when an amendment is moved not only that jAxrticular amendment but 
the entire demand is under discussion. Therefore, Mr. J. N. Basu is 
perfectly in order. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit that when the whole 
deman^d is not going to be refused, it cannot be generally discussed 

Mr. SPEAl^Efl: Dr. Sanyal, how could you assume that Mr. Basu 
is raising a general discussion? He is speaking not on a particular 
cut motion apd I think the elementary principle of Parliamentary 
practice will allow a member to raise a discussion \)n the whole demand 
when it lias lieen moved and within that demand^it is quite permissible 
for every member to have his say. A general discussion is quite a 
different matter altogether. 
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Mr. AOCE8H CHANORjV GUPTA: When Dr. Sanyal rose to a 
point of order after the femarks by Mr. Jatindra Nath Basn that he 
was going to speak generally in support of th^ demand — of course as 
the Leader of the jParty he is entitled to be h«ard — I submit to you 
that this is a matter on which a clfear and definite ruling from the 
Chair is necessary. ' 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I submit that I have not the 
slightest intention to question your ruling. Section 79(2) of the Q-ov- 
erninent of India 'Act says — So much of the said estimates as relate 
to other exi)enditi>re shjill be submitted in the torm of demands for 
grants to the Legislative Assembly and the I.^gi8llative Assembly shall 
have power to assent to or refuse'to assent to any demand or to assent 
to a demafld subject to a reduction of the amoulit mentioned therein. 
As Mr. Basu cannot com^ under any of these specific purposes I sub- 
mit he w'ould not be perfectly in order to speak generally in sujiport ^ 
of the demand. If 1 am# correct I submit Mrf BJsu is out of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Dr. Sanyal, if you redd the section carefully you* 
will see that Mr. Basu is perfectly in order the reason that the 
main demafld 4ias been moved. vSupposing that not a single motion 
was given by any member it was open to any member to discuss the 
main demand itself and it was open to4he House ultimaklf*Th'^'7T?‘7t8 
.assent or to refuse to give its assent to it. When a dcmayd is moved* 
it is certainly open to a member to support that demand or to oppose it. 

I do not know what Mr. Basu is goifig to say. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BASU: 1 do not t^ink I will take up 
much of the time of the House and I do not wish that the time of the 
House should be wasted in th*e manner in which it has been done. 
Di . Sanyal and everybody else in this House knows thaf Bengal has 
been characterised as one of the provinces in India which is.qiost 
backward in the matter of public health. It ^s the duty of every one 
of us here including Dix Sanyal and the Hon’ljle Minister to see that 
the province dragged out of the mire of ill-health in which it 
happens to be in now. Sir, the Hon’ble Ministef has made it cld’ar 
that the budget which he* has presented does not embody the policy 
that he would have placed before this House had he the (4)]>ortunity 
to frame his policy and to embddy it in the budget. He h;is frankly 
told us that he had no time to look into the varibu.s questions which 
concern his Department, and that he had a ready-made budget before 
him wdiich he had to accept for the time being.. What 1 desire to do 
is to offer a few sugg^estions so that in carrying on the Administration 
of the Department and in framing its future budget, they may be kept 
in view. Sir, the iftedical organization of this province should be 
such as to meet its medical needs. We have some diseases which pre- 
vail throughout the year and almo.st all over the province, viz., 
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malaria, cholera, kala-azar and others. JEn the matter of prevention 
of malaria no doubt we have got several medical dispensaries, we have 
certain organizations, romewhat crude, for the distribution of quinine 
and we have several medical dispensaries entirely maintained by the 
State. In certain other countries diseases like malaria have to a great 
extent been coinpFetely eradicated., Italy had the reputation of being 
a very malarious country about 35 or 40 years ago. A regular policy 
of draining swamps and of otherwise making the country immune was 
taken in hand so that malaria might not exist., They took a certain 
amount of 1imc‘ l)uf lliey have ])epn successful. Water-logging has 
been a fruitful source of malaripl fever. The Hdp’ble Minister in 
charge of lrifhalh>f» spoVe of various projects but he did not refer to 
one imjioitant ])rojtct which conceriis not only the prosperity of the 
l)rovin(‘e but also the' health of the province and that i;s tfie drainage 
of vvatei ^logged areas. A regular systematia, scheme after due enquiry 
shonld be framed fo that the scheme may b(‘ ado])ted, taken in hand 
and given elfect to as eatly as possibje. Those who liave been to Rome 
and the country around it know that some time ago Campania used to 
be the home of malaria.. But if yoti now^ drive along the roads of 
Campania you will find that the swanips are drained, q, la^rge quantity 
of undergrowth has beui lemoved and ihe f)rovince has been made 
ahrixw/:,.ii'Muune from malaria. , In that wwy we shotild also take steps 
to treat those parts of our province which suffer from malaria. In the 
early days of the administration of this province under the Montagu- 
Chelrnsford System, the Minister^who was then in charge of the Public 
Health l)e])artment said that he had thought about and had partly 
matured a scheme ,b\ which he expected gradually to drive out malaria 
from the i)rovin(‘e. He had said that Murshidabad was one of the 
worst aff'ected districts of tin., province and he thought of taking 
Jangipur fir^t and then localit\ after locality until the whole province 
becp^ue free . 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But that ^scheme hae been held to 
have been an absolute failure, 
r 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: No that gentleman did not 
come into office after 1923 and that scheme was never adopted by his 
successor. Sir, I would request the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Medical Depart, ment who has an intimate knowledge of our medical 
needs, having been closely connected with the District Board of 
Jessore which is one of the worst affected districts . 

(At this siage the member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) 

r 

Mr« 8PEAKER: We have got one and a half hours’ time for dis- 
cufision of this item. I propose that Dr. J. M. Da^^upta will move 
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his amendment and Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar* will then move his. 
Than the debate will be*^pAi not only to the entire demand but also 
to the tw(r amendments. I shall put the amendments separately and 
then the entire demand. * 

t ^ 

Dr^ Ml DAS GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move tjiai the demand of 
Es. 46,75,000 for the Medical Depaft-tment be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, my object in moving this motion is only to draw attention to 
the present policy of the medical administration and to give an oppor- 
tunity to the HouSe for ^ proper discussion about this matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It would be betfer if you«sa.v wliat you liave to say 

in 10 minutes’ time. 

• • 

Mr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Sir, 10 minutes’ time will •he quite 
inadequate to do justice to a huge subject like^this. When I eame 
here I came somewhat disappointed because even a cursory study of 
the budget is enough to convince anybod^v, what the Hon’ble Minister 
has now stated, th*at it is a budget without ,any*»policy at all, the real 
policy thatm'Ui apparent was ode of no policy. * 

Sij;, the previous speaker, the memb^ for^^orth Calcutta, has just 
now stated that malaria and other preventible diseases sh^)j»W be in?de 
to disappear from this province; but he has not indicated^ any way ol 
doing that. After all, if the administration is kept permanently top 
heavy in the manner in which the iiA^dical Department is kept, and if 
the lines of retrenchment indicated by the entire profesifion after 
numerous consultations and conferences are not regarded, and if an 
attempt is not made to come in grips with the optire problem by 
capitalising and by raising large funds '‘for proper tackling'. Fi(»idems 
of such huge dimensions can never be tackled without suflicient funds. 
This is the main problem that has to be approach«4l by the Hcj’ble 
Minister in charge. It is not possible for *me to tackle the entire 
problem, but I will first confine myself to the question of administra- 
tion only. 

Now, the administration of the Medical ’Department has given so 
little service to the country that I believe it was in 1924 that the medi- 
cal demands were refused altogether just to draw the attenfioDj of the 
Government to the inadequacy of the measures tiat the Government 
were taking at that time. Shortly after that there really a little 
improvement in the situation which afterwards worsened. The history 
of the medical administration in this country is really »the history of 
the Indian Medical* Service. It does not lie with me to direct any 
attack on the Indian , Medical Service. The Indian medical profession 
in this country, in Bengal particularly, cannot but be grateful to the 
services rendered by the Indian Medical Service in the past. But I 
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maintain that the cohtinuation of this Service is really of no advant- 
age to the country from any point of vie^^.^j^On the other hand^ it 
simply occupies an extremeljt top-heavy administration without giving 
any adequate service (o the suffering population of this country. 
Before the W^r the Indian Metrical Service used to be recruited by 
a competitive examination. But after the War this competitive 
system has been given up altogether and a new system of nomination 
has been introduced. By this and then with the coming up of the 
Round 'Table Conference and afterwards with the introduction of the 
new reforms it was expected that the inequities* oft the arrangements 
would gradually disappear and a real and proper ^attempt should be 
made to establish an. effic^dent Medical Service '’systenl at the minimum 
possible expenditure. But I am afrapl we have been badly disappoint- 
ed so far as that matter is concerned. The first disappointment came 
with the ^Devolution Rules introduced by the Secretary^ of State and 
then the ifjee Commission, and other 'things also came in, so that the 
•burden of the whole <^hipg was to stabilise the I. M. S.^men in this 
country and gradually it further wbrsened by the attempt which is 
»now being made to make racial discrimination in the Service itself by 
which non-Indians ar^^given preferencf over Indian candidates and if 
there is any attempt to Indianise the Service in this cdunfry, it must 
be admitted by everybody that, so far as' the Indian Medical Service 
is conceriUStl,*the clock has bee'n turned to go backwards during the 
last few yea,r8. What is the result? The • result is that in this pro- 
vince out of 3U or 35 I. M. S. appointments only six are occupied by 
Indians, the rest are all occupied^by Europeans. Since the introduc- 
tion of this method of nomination, it is known to everybody, and it 
can be found by Government by a little exertion, that the average 
qualifications of th-3 Indian members are very much higher than the 
average qualifications of the non-Indian members of the Service. But 
still the non-Indian members are given preference to their Indian 
bretUi-en in the Service. < First of all, so far as the continuation of the 
Service is concerned, some lime ago an attempt was made to introduce 
the honorary system of service by which non-official members of the 
profession were given an opportunity to take up the charge of the 
various hospitals. This resulted very satisfactorily. Why an opposite 
attempt is now made is something that cannot be grasped by any one 
of us. So^far as the administration of, the mufassal hospitals are con- 
cerned, we^know tha4; the Civil Surgeon is in charge, but at the pre- 
sent time the expanses of the mufassal hospitals are borne chiefly by 
the local bodies, viz., the municipalities and the district boards, and 
the contribution by Government amounts only to about Rs. 500 for 
the Sadar hospital and about Rs. 300 for other hcspitals, so that the 
local Ijodies have to give a certain amount of attention in the control 
an8‘ supervision of these hospitals. By reserving these posts for the 
I.M.S. officers, we do not really give an extra advantage to the 
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people in any way. During the War, as everylwdy knows, I.M.S. 
ofBcars were taken away s%rve at the Front and at that time these 
posts,. were dield, and held with credit, by |he senior assistant surgeons 
and sometimes by the non-official medical practitioners. At the pre- 
sent time the number of graduates, very higlily qu^itied medical 
men turned out by our Universities and a large nqinber of medical 
men with special qualifications are •in fact coming out as specia^ista 
and there is therefore absolutely no necessity, so far as the profesaional 
requirements concerned, to reserve these posts for any highly paicf 
I.M.S. officers, because in filling up these posts by l.M.S. officers, the 
Government is paying five times more than the^ will have to pay if 
they fill these posts* by senior assistant surgeons; and th^y could have 
done the same thing with much l^ijs expenditure, if they created some 
honorary posts and hill'd these* posts by non-official practitioners. Sa 
far as efficiency* is concerned, there *is absolutely no danger of ejficiency 
suffering in any way at al!, thanki to the sufficient number of re^llf 
qualified and* highly spe(jialise(l practitioners, thftt can be found all 
over the country just now. * 

Sir, I might immtion in this connection tlyit efficiency has not 
suffered in a^y^way. There was* a time when actually I.M.S. ofiicera 
were extremely necessary but^at the pre.8j}nt moment it is not so. In 
every deparhuent of the medical service, whether it is the department 
of surgery, or of medicine, or of obstetrics, the non-officTaf members 
of the profession are holdinj^ their own — not only holding* their own 
but they are gradually getting absolutely in the forefront : in fact the 
first and second lines are occupied entirely by the non-officjals. At 
present an attempt is being made to. reserve more po^ts for the I.M.S. 
men, I submit, Sir, this is wholly inequitous and it is also ruinously 
expensive. I may mention in this connection that a recommendation 
was made for retrenchment of the medical service in this^country by 
the Indian Medical Association in 19d2-‘ld, The rec()mmendatioj(|^ is 
a very valuable document and it was the production of labour of 
nearly a year.. As my time is up, I am sorry 1 cannot complete my 
remarks. • 

The House was then adjourned for lo minptes. 

(After adjournment.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Mr. Speaker, .Sir I be^ to*move 
that the demand of Rs. 46,75,000 binder the head “3^-^Medicar* be 
reduced by Rs. 100 (inadequate and disproportionate grant to mufassal 
hospitals and dispensaries.) My intention in mcfving thig cut motion 
is that the grant-in-ai^ to mufassal hospitals and dispensaries is quite 
inadequate and disproportionate. Sir, about 80 per cent, of the people 
or more than that live fn the mufassal, but the grants given to mufassiN 
dispensaries and hospitals including “charged*^ is Rs. 3,70,000, and the 
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grant to hospitals and dispensaries is Rs. 4,37,500, and to Presidency 
hospitals and dispensaries the grant is Rs. 15,70,500. In the presi- 
dency town, I mean the metropolitan city, there are many fh^ivate 
hospitals and disi)en8aVie8 and also many doctors. Further, all sorts 
of medicine a?e avail^le there, ^nd the people are also in a position to 
pay for them. Ip the mufassal places the people are not well-off to 
pay the charges of medical practitioners or for medicines. I know that 
in some of the thanas there are no dispensaries at all. In the mufassal 
at least in every union there should be a dispensary. FiVVn w'here there 
is a dispensary there is no compounder in most cases. In the interior 
of the mufassal there are no hosjiitals : only out-door patients are attend- 
ed to, and they do not get tmy sort of 'medicine, as yesterday 
Mrs. Mazumdar pointed out, you will find only ^‘snrraiimdhr', i.e., the 
same medicine is prescrilied for all diseases in the jniifassal hospitals 
and dispensaries. There are some bottles which contair.^ very ordinary 
medicines, and whenever any patient comeA, the doctors or the cora- 
poiuiders prescribe eMher this mixture oY that. So, people have very 
little faith in mufassal dispensaries esi)eeia!ly. Of course, our outlook 
has to be changed, which 'is very dismal indeed. I think that in the 
mufassal the Indian iiiethod of Ayurvedic treatment may be introduced 
and honueojiatlnc dispcnsaides (“^t a hi i shed, as they arc*’ less co<tl^\ and 
may be uscdul in rural area. T wisli to point out only one thing here, 
viz., Ks. 500 is grantc'd for tlu’ 'Nurses Institutions and the training 
of nurses, etc., but, Sir, it does not serve the purpose of the mufassal 
There is no arrangement for dluii training; no lady doctors are avail- 
able in the mufassal areas, or th>re is only one ])assed lady doctor, or 
sometimes a nurse in the mufassal district towns, and ])eoph‘ have to go 
some 20, 30, or evGii 40 miles in cases of female diseases, owing to their 
inability to pay doctor’s fees. So, I would draw the attention of the 
Hon’lde Minister in charge, vho, I think, himself comes from the 
mufassal. Most of the memlM’rs also. Sir, come from the mufassal, and 
I l^ape tliey w’il] agree with me that this grant is quite inadequate and 
disproportionate. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will please look into 
this matter and see hfs way to have a dispeiwary estabHshed in every 
union. If it is not possible to start an allopathic dispensary in each 
union board, at Icdsi an axuivedii* or homoeopathic dispensary can be 
started. Anyway some medi(‘al aid must be given to the mufassal. 
Tlien tluye sliould l)e arrangements for dhai training centres or a lady 
doetop* should be provided in each thana for labour cases. 

Again, there are no hospitals in the mufassal except in very big 
town's. There are also many towns which have no X-ray arrangements 
—at least ray district* has none. — and people have to come to Calcutta 
for this purpose. All these matters should be carefully and seriously 
considered. I have got many other things to say, but as the time at my 
disjmsal is short T cannot speak further. The Hon’ble Minister has 
narrated his difficulties, and we also understand them, but I hope his 
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next budget will see that the aid to mufassal dispensaries and hospitals 
is c^uite adequate, and granjs to the presidency town are not so dis- 
proportionjbtely high comPared with the mufassal, as we see in the 
present year’s budget figures. » 

With these few words. Sir, I would once again draw €ie attention of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the ^ledical Department to the inade- 
quate provision made for the mufassal under this head. 


Maulvi ABJ9UL WAHAB KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in rising to 
support the motion 1 would mention only a few of the long list of 
grievances which a^e genqine about the medical department. 

First, I would pubmi^i al)out the extreme inadecjuac'y of medical aid 
in rural Bengal. I would take my own district — the dii4rict of Bakar- 
gauj first. There are only a^iff 32 dispensaries barring a very few 
T^nion Board dispensaries. There are 3(K) TJn/oh Boards each com- 
prising an area of about 1^ square ^miles on an average. Taking even 3 
Union Board areas as a unit, which is 30 square miles, we requiie^t^ 
least 100 charitable dispensaries, ^^hereas we have* only 32. We, there- 
fore, require G7 more. In that ease also, ojie disj)ensary will seiwe on 
area of 30 square *1111168 which urea is again intersected by klials and 
rivers, and #\dl], therefore, Ixi considered quite iifadeiiuate. The exist- 
ing 32 dispensaries also are not evenly djstribivited in all areas. While 
there ^re four in one thana, there are thanas inhabited by dumb 
millions, the illiterate people, where there are none. So a1f^‘arly survey 
of the position of the exisflng dispensaries is necessary aftd neglecteif 
areas have to l>e looked into. ^ 

Now, Sir, I shall refer to the unsympatlietic attitude of the doctors. 
Patients have to pay — and some of them do pay — tq satisfy the doctor 
and the compounder to draw their particular attention to them. I 
submit, Sir, this has demoralise'd the whole system Tor the people who 
cannot afford to pay do very seldom go to these dispensaries. Tlie poor 
people are not really benefited in many cases, and they are gra^^ally 
losing faith in these dispensaries. This is m^ first-hand knowledge as 
an ex-vice-chtvirman of the Bakarganj District Board. These dispen- 
saries have far less popularity than they ought to have. There are some 
exceptions, of course. • • 

Now, Sir, as regards admission into indoor dispensari(‘8, I would 
say a few words. Admission here, like service or an5^ others appoint- 
ment, goes by recommendation from a man of ii^fluence or of*a lAember 
of the managing committee or of Secretary of th^ Tlispensary con- 
cerned. A very poor patient, who does not know how or whom to 
approach or whether he has to pay anything, is not admitted at all. I 
would cite, Sir, a very tragic instance in regard to the iRarisal Sadar 
Hospital. A poor man, who came all tlie way from a distant village 
to secure 'admission iifto the Barisal Sadar Hospital, was refused admis- 
sion in spite of earnest entreaties. On the next inorning he was found 
32 ‘ ' 
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hanging dead from {he branch of a tree in front of the hospital and 
within the hospital compound. A big mcetihg was held in the T^own 
Hall in December last with Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq in ihe chair. 
Several resolutions wei^e passed in the meeting and the conduct of the 
hospital authorities Was condemped. I think copies of some of the 
resolutions were stjnt to the press and to Government, but it ended there ; 
but no steps were taken save and ‘except that the tree from which the 
man hanged himself and some other branchy trees were cut down so 
that similar events might not recur. It all ended there^- I heard that 
tile hospital authorities stated that the man wasr- ngt seriously ill. I 
submit, Sir, that if that be true, the medickl officer is guilty of two 
offences — firstl^y, as a doctor in not being able to understand that the 
man was really seriously ill, and secondly, in not admitting the man 
and giving him medical aid when it was so very necessary. So, Sir, 
in vain do we talk of high-sounding words as nation-building depart- 
^pents. If the present policy is pursued so Car as medical aid is con- 
cerned, the nation w»ll be gradually extinct. Diseases jjire causing a 
havoc on rural Bengal, so are the viHage quacks. 

Sir, we in Barisal wanted a medicpl school, ami Government asked 
us to prepare a scheme. We drew up ^ scheme. About Its. 85,000 was 
spent, land was acquired, some tanks were excavated, aifd suddenly then 
the project was abandoned. Why, after ''all this expenditure h^.d been 
incurred? * This is simply playing ducks and drakes with public money. 
‘This was done by the last cabinet and 1 reciuest the present cabinet to 
remedy the wrongs of the past cabinet. 

Sir, so far as the Calcutta Medical College is concerned, coming as I 
do from the rural areas, 1 have very little competence to say, but so far 
as I have been able to know from reports, I can understand . 

(At this stage the member Jiaving reached the time-limited resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, considering the 
importance of the cut»motion moved by Dr. Jt M. Das Gupta, I should 
like to say a few words toiiching on the important and salient points. 

Sir, it is really gratifying to note that the budget estimates con- 
template that the year under review will clo&e with a surplus, on revenue 
account, ‘of about Rs. 34 lakhs. But a surplus budget is not always a 
satisfacto'ry one. 

A surplus biidget, too, may be a disappointing one if the demands 
of the nation-building departments are overlooked, if demands for 
education arv disregarded, if demands for public health and sanitation 
are ignored, and if demands for agriculture and rindustries, which will 
greatly help the growth of better financial position in Bengal, are 
neglected, and lastly if the demands under the head ‘‘Medical’^ are 
turned a deaf ear to. 
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Now, I appeal to the House and to the Cabinet to provide bigger 
suma of money to the nati<)n-building departments in futdre under the 
new constifution. Along with the change of Gcjvernment the angle of 
vision should be changed ; otherwise what is the^ good ushering a 
simple change in the form of Government but not in the spirit and 
sense? • 

The Finance Minister may provide a heavy sum of money for the 
extension of the High Court buildings in Calcutta and Civil Court 
buildings in the mufassal or of the Medical College and School build- 
ings and officers’ quarters pr anything like that to satisfy the senti- 
mental whims and tastes pf the fashionable aristocrats wlio are already 
rich, but does it in any way improve and bettftr tlie ])()of lot or lessen 
the sufferings of thousands of vrHagers who are dying every day 
without treiftment • * * 

Everyone admits that thp real nation or the backbone of tkeVounti^ 
lives not in a town but in the wretched villages faj' away from the ^in 
and bustle of town life, bift I am v<^y sorry to find tliat the grants ear- 
marked for mufassal hospitals and dispensark^s are too inade(iuate and 
insufficient to meet*the demands *0! the poor.majtjes who are suffering 
Irom Ihe dying pf cholera, kala-a'/ar and malaria and various types of 
fever and diseases without ])roper treatment and*diet. 

As f come from the rural (h)nstituency of llakarganj, T infve a tirst* 
hand knowdedge of pitiable (pnd wretched condition of the pillagers to * 
which they fall victims, for want of proper medical help. When I was 
one of the members of the Pirojpiir Charitable Disptuisary Committee, 

I had personal knowledge that the poor j)atients did not get a* drop of 
true medicine, save and*except water mixture or safttonine mixture, 
and even now indoor patients ai>i not supplied with gufficient diet as 
sufficient funds are wanting. I think sufffi is the nature (jf all other 
mufassal hospitals and dispensaries and T am sure, this difficulties can 
only be removed simply by providing biggi'r sums in the buff^ttd 
estimate for which I appeal to the Cabinet. 

In conclusion, I beg to suggest a scheme so tffat the poor villagers 
may easily get proper medical aid and treatment. This sclicme can h# 
given effect to by the introduction of the system* of establishing at least 
one charitable dispensary in every union board with sufl^cients funds at 
Its disposal. With these few word^i, I strongly support the cut mqtion. 

• • . • 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAn! I wish to say a few words in con- 
tinuation of the remarks that have already been made by my honourable 
leader Mr. J. N. Basu. He has already spoken about malaria. I would 
like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in particular and 
of the House in general^ to kala-azar in regard to which it is veuy neces- 
aary to have some vigilance centres. Kala-azar is increasing and play- 
ing havoc with the people of this province. Similarly cholera is 
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becoming ninre and more epidemic in the province and it is desirable 
that steps should be taken to prevent tfie ^spread of that disease and 
also to save the peoplp that suffer from it and die as a result thereof. 
Just as in thV case of smallpox vaccination is carried on, so in the case 
of cholera it is desirable that iifoculation should be carried out so that 
the people may be immune fron^ the disease. As regards smallpox, 
although it is the law of the land that vaccination is compulsory but 
still it is well known that every person is not vaccinated. More 
vigorous steps should be taken so that no persons whether old or young 
are exempted from tlie vaccination process. ‘ 

^ < 

Another » fell disease is becoming rampant in the province — 
tuberculosis. No figures are necessary to show the alarming extent tc 
which it is increasiirg. not only in Cahaitta but^lso in other parts of the 
proviruy^. It is quite true that w(* have ”‘ot a very tl'seful institution 
Calcutta, namely, the Jadavj)ur llospnal. It is doing very useful 
work. But in the brst place it is not sufficient for the people of the 
whole proviiHje and secondly it is utII known that in the early stages it 
is necessary to have ^medical sanatorpi wliere better treatment of tuber- 
culosis can be carrWl oiit. When 1, recommend a medical sanatorium 

let it not be thought tjiat 1 am speaking in derogatioil of the Jadavpui 
HovSpital which T do consider to be a very useful institution.^ At the 
same tim?? should like to impress upon the ITon’ble Minister that it ie 
very necersary to have nnulical sanatoria- in the province. It is well 
known that in other provinces they have got medical sanatoria much tc 
the relief of the people of tlnfse provinces. Behar has Itki : United 
Provinces has Bhawali : Punjab has Dharampiir : Bombay has more 
than one: and SSutb India has the best of tlie lot at Madanapalli. We 
the poor j)eople v)f Bengal, in spite of the fact that we have been 
clamouring for medi(*al sanatoria for a long time, have not got a single 
one so far in spite of the fact that a wch merchant has either promised 
of* has already 'given U sum of Rs. 8 lakhs for the establishment of a 
climatic sanatorium. A Committ(‘e was appointed to investigate about 
the best possible sit^* for the pur])ose and the Commiftee made recom- 
r inendatioiis ; but , still in spile of the la])se of several years nothing hae 
so far been done by thv Government. AVhetber the old Government is 
at fault or the new Government has not had time to take any step, the 
time has come when not a single moment should be lost to establish a 
suitable’ sanatorium where patients in the early stages of that fell disease 
may go and save their lives. ' 

I would further cay a word about the indigenous system of medicine, 
It is quite* true that allopathy has advanced more in science than any 
other system. But I believe it is equally true fhat even to-day at least 
90 per cent, of the people get themselves tree ted according to the 
indigenous system. The poor people of the province cannot afford tc 
have regular allopathic treatment and we have he^ird from several 
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speakers of this House that there is not a sufficient number of dispeii* 
saries and hospitals in the^rftviuce and thal there are no ^octors avail- 
able in ev^y villapfe. In villaj^es it is the kavirajes and hakims that 
treat the people and it is very necessary that Government should not only 
recognise the indigehous system but tl^it it should give ifftive help and 
support not only for the maintenance of those systen^s of medicine but 
also for research and further progret^. Several provinces have already 
recognised and started them and made ])romises of further sii]>port. Fof 
instance Madras, Fnited Provinces, Behar and even fey Ion— I mention 
Ceylon although it»is*not a provin<*e of India. Even Ceyhjn has after 
all recognised the indigenous system of medicine. 

• * • 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit,* resumed his 
seat.) 


Mr. J. W: CHIPPENPALE,: Sir, T rise U\ pi^'ss (he claims of our * 
nurses, both Indian and Anglo-Tmtian. We knou their work; we also 
know their worth and we a])precigte the same. They have long periods • 
of work ; tli^dr pay is small com4)ared with tlie ^^i^)rk that they do and 
it is hard work. I desire that there should l^e some amelioration of 
their (imdikion ; that their h{)urH of work should be reduced and their 
pay and allowances increased. They have not only to sli'flport them- 
selves but have also to makt* some provision for illness, swlden emer-* 
gencies and old age. Then in the next place I ask that their services 
may be recognised. I know that this House has nothing to do with 
the recognition of nurses outside Bengal. I also know that the services 
of these nurses are not recognised in Bengal even though they are able 
and well qualified. For instance in othej' countries (if the world nurses 
rise up to the highest posts that are open to them in that line. But in 
Bengal they do not. 

I regret very much to say that although nursing and nursing institu- 
tions have l)eei^ in existence in Bengal for so Iftng, nothing has been 
done to secure and see that our nurses occu]»y the Ijighest positions ^s 
well as the administrative posts in all hospitals. Either our nurses are 
qualified or they are not. If they are qualified why^ should they be 
disregarded when these high pogts come to be filled? Are*th^y not 
worthy or are they incompetent? If they are iHcompetent w’hose fault 
is it? It is the fault of those per8(5n8 who undertake their training and 
their teaching. You can see for yourself by going to a hospital if the 
nurses are capable. These nurses receive a good training i^nd a substan- 
tial training and I cannot understand why they are not called upon to 
fill the highest posts yiat are available to them. In this matter I feel 
deeply ; I feel that our claims are not looked into. By our claim I mean 
the claim of the children of the soil. I trust that those in authority 
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will do som^.hing to achieve better results. This is a duty we owe not 
only to the nlirses but to ourselves. Posts* such as those of senior ntirses 
and of those who are ^in charge of the administrative side*of nursing 
institutions sl^ould advertised. Why do not the authorities or the 
powers tliat be advertise these posts in the public newspapers? Surely 
you want the best — those who can do the work and do it efficiently. 
Moreover that ought to l)e the rule and not the exception. At present 
I regret to say that nurses are looked upon as if they are incapable of 
doingi this work. Does any one ever try to see whether the nurses can 
do their work or nol ? You sit in arm cliairs and sky that tliey are no 
good. Who is res])onsible for that? It is, utterJ^y untrue that our 
nurses are irufapable and T say with confidence that the nurses who are 
educated in this country, and trained' in^ this country, are quite capable 
of doing every kind hf work that arises in hospitals knd public institu- 
tions w]fi(di grant medieval relief, ^ith there words, Sir, I resume my 
fhfit. 


Mauivi TAMIZURDIN KHAN: Mv. Speaker, Sir, first of all allow 
me to congratulate the, Hon ’hie Minister in charge of this Department 
on the outspoken utterance he has made' in placing his demand, I efore 
this Housh.‘ His speech breaches the spirit which one expects of a 
** popular Mwiister. From what he has saick we hope and expect that he 
will not mince matters and that he will take serious notice of any 
instances of ofhc'ial delinquency that may be re])orted to him. Sir, I 
do not like to deal at length witli points whi(;h have been touched by 
my ])revious s})eakers, but I like to say a few woids in the light of what 
Mr. Khaitan has' said, Mr, ^ Khaitarr has pointed out that sufficient 
eiK'Ourageimnt is not given to the indigenous system of treatment. 
Sir^.in this connection everyone ])robably knows that recognition has 
been given to tfie Ayi(Tvedic system of treatment. That has been a 
move in the right direction; we are all f^lad that tlie past Government 
took that right step, but T would submit that it is also high time that 
n.vognition should be given to the other system of indigenous treat- 
ment, I mean the Unanr system of treatment. It is no doubt true that 
in Bengali there ,is a lesser demand of this system of treatment than the 
Ayurvedic system, but the demand. is already very high and it is 
gradually inerpasing £thd I hojie that Government will take early steps 
so that this system of medicine also may be recxignised. Sir, though 
not an indigenous system, I think, the system of Homeopathic treat- 
ment also deserves consideration; if really we are true representatives 
of the people and if really our system of Govenfment is a democratic 
system, I think Homeopathy should lie given recpgnition. It is only a 
kind of prejudice that prevails in certain quarters against the system 
that, I think, has hitherto kept it from being recognised by the powers 
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that he. Allopathic doctprs may not find any merit in tjlat system of 
trea^lment but so far as millions of patients in Bengal Ire concerned 
they will, *[ think, freely recognise its merits in ^view of the benefit that 
they daily derive from that system of treatmei\t. I t^ink, Sir, that 
our present Government wull take all* steps that are necessary to give 
recognition to this system as early as j)08sible. ' 

Mr. Khaitan has also referred to the question of kala-azar. Pro- 
bably members may not be aware of the fact that kala-azar is again 
rising its head in* Bengal. We all remember that some time ago it 
became so prevalent in this province that we were all apprehensive that 
a catastrophe miglit befall the country, but •fortunately on account 
of tlie epoch-making invention oh Dr. Brahraachari that the country 
was saved h'om the grip of thTs fell malady. I .(V) not know, Sir, why 
the disease seems to be again increasing gradually. If figyres are 
taken by the Hon’ble Minister from the various districts I think tjww*" 
will show thht the mortajity from kala-azar iJ^ iAcreasing of late. If* 
that is a fact, I am not sure as yet whether^that is a fact if the whole 
province is taken iato consideratwn, but if that i^ really a fact I think 
early steps |honld be taken so dhat the disease may not 8 })read any 
further. 

% 

t 

Mr. Khaitan has also referred to the* question of tuberfdlosis. I do 
not know whether this should properly come under the hem^^of “Public* 
Health,” but as this question has arisen I think I may as well here put 
in a word so far as this matter is concerned. Sir, many members pro- 
bably know that a generous gentleman sometime aj.^0 made a gift of 
about Es. d lakhs to the Government. Government was pleased to 
accept that generous gift, but if is surprising to note that it has been 
sitting tight over the money. Government complains of lark of funds: 
yes, that is no doubt a f^enuine complaint, but even when fuiij^g are 
forthcoming we see that Government is so ver])' poor'in ideas, so very 
inactive that they cannojt even utilise the money that some one may 
make a gift of. • I submit. Sir, that the money was given for the purpose 
of starting a sanatorium for tuWrculosis. What tho country needs is^a 
climatic sanatorium. T wguld like to hear tbe Hon’ble Minister say 
something on the point why Government has not been able to ^o this flo 
long and whether our present Government is really anxious to take 
early steps so far as this question is concerned. 'Af/to the necessity of 
fighting tuberculosis it is a question which everyone* admits. Tuber- 
culosis is one of the fell diseases which are carrying away thousands 
of people every year and we all know’. Sir, the kind of suffering that 
tuberculosis patients ’have to undergo. The sooner we can fight the 
disease and sooner we^an dimini.sh the number of mortality and suffer- 
ing from this disease the better for Bengal. With these few words, 
Sir, I support t^e cut motion. 
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Maulana tM0. MANIRUZZAMAN ISfLAMABADI; (The member 

addresser] theVlTouse in Bengali in support of his cut niotioi\, of wtiich 
the following is an Erglish translation): — 

V . 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to* invite the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge to some important matters. Obstacles in the way 
of poor and destitute patients being admitted to hospitals are too many 
to be described. The deplorable impediments that lie ^in the way of 
admission to Barisal Hospital which Maulvi Abdul Wahed Khan of 
Barisal has mentioned exist also in the matter of admission to the 
Chittagong General Hospital, ^n fact this .contagion has spread in 
all hospitals ^11 over tht province of Bengal. If any poor patient is 
taken to any hospital for admission 'the doctor in charge at once <ays 
that there is no accoitimodation, no seat and that fhe^ pafient should 
be takerf' back. If one can i)rocure^ a recoi|'mendation from some big 
’pi'rSon or if one can give a call to the doctor and arrange for his fees, 
a seat for ilm patient sViddenly sprjngs up. ‘ Assistant Surgeons draw 
handsome salaries and earn still more through private practice. They 
do not earn less thai a .thousand ntpees per month. Yet they are 
eager to sii(d< the blHod of the poor ('lestiiute patieiits^ 1 n'quest tlie 
HonTde Minister to tr^ to put an end to this immoral and inhuman 
practice. ‘ 

' There still another s])eciality of the Chittagong Outdoor Dis- 
pensary. 1 do not know if tloue is any j)aralbd to it in any other 
part of Bengal. Every patien/ has to ])ay one anna per phial of 
medicine as prict*. This indeed is a cnud syf>t(*m. Well-to-do people 
do not use hospital medicines. It is generally the poor folk who take 
medicine's from li'ospital. Ti\ke for ilistance a i)atieiit sulfering from 
malaria. K he has to take medicine for a month he must pay one 
rupee and fourteen annas. This amount might have procured him his 
diet. This syste'm sho^bl be stoj)ped. If expenses cannot be met tlie 
difficulty can be tided over by reducing thej salaries of the doctors. 

The number of students in the Arabic Madrassahs of Bengal is nearly 
eleven thousand. Comfdeting their education there, they liave very 
little opportunity of .serving their country or earning their living. 
The Dacha Tibbiya College is their only resort. This College is being 
conducted quite sq^ti.sfactorily. No Government grant is given to it. 
I beg to draw dhe attention of tht Hon’ble Minister to this matter. 

Anotlier submission of mine is that if a Unani-Tibbiya class is 
opened in all the Madrasahs under the Calcutta Madrasah Board of 
Examinations it will be rendering a great service to the country. 
Although this subject belongs to the departniAit under the Hon’ble 
EdVication Minister, the co-operation of the Minister in charge of the 
Medical Department will be productive of ^ood restiltfi. 
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Mf. J. N. CUPTA; Mr. I Speaker, Sir, I support'* thJ cut motion 
moved by, my friend Dr* J. M. Das Gupta with a vie\/ to draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Mini.ster to certain grievances of those who are 
responsible for bringing people liere or taking thim bacl# safely to their 
sweet homes. The Railway Administration has made arrangements for 
opening dispensaries and hospitals but no efforts are made for extend- 
ing the treatment to tlie members and dependants of the railway 
employees. The railway never rec'ognise that tlie memhers and depend- 
ants of railway employees are to be treated. 

Mr. SPEAKErf: 1 aifi afraid you c annot discuss the railway medical 
dispensaries because they are not under the charge of the Den gal 

Government and .not within ks jurisdiction. 

• • » • 

Mr, J. N. GUPTA: MV submitTsion is that, the members and deugyyj^ 
ants of tile milway emjiloyees are not railway^eukployees. The railway* 
employees are governed by the ^Vntral Government but the family 
members of the i^iilway em[)lo;^’ees are not* railway em])loyee8 and as< 
such they have a ri^ht to have shares of the* heifn^tit of the grant of tlie 
provincial fiudfiiel. 

* ♦ • 

Mr SPEAKER: The difficulty is 4hat the administyi^tion of the 
dispensaries of the Railway, Department is not under the control of th% 
Medical Department of Bengal and therefore this matter cannot bi! 
discussed here. It can be discussed «in the Central TiCgislature. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA’; My further submission im that medical lielp 
comes under the head “Medicijl dispensaries’ \ , 

I 

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not know that, but it is for the Hon’ble 
Minister to say wliether this Government is c^ncerne^l. ^ 

The Hon’bje MaulvrSYED NAUSHER ALI: Sir, the position is 
that we have got nothing to do with the dispensary established by the 
Railway Dejiaitment. Whenever there is any question of sanitation 
in w’hich the railway is ifiterested, we may by arrangement do some- 
thing, but we have no control over the railway dispehsaries.* 

• 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I am comitog to that. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you want to discuss it* you can do so under 
* ‘Public Health”. . 

Hr. I. N.CUPTA: I wish to draw attention of the Hon’ble Minister 
to the grievances of the dependants of the railway employees who are 
not given relief by the railway administration. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid you cannot, do that, because the 
Hon’ble Minister is powerless in this respect. » 

Mr. J, N. ^upta l feut those persons who are living in Bengal are 
not given any relief either by thir Government or by any other institu- 
tion. So I would ^ request the Hon’ble Minister, through you, Sir, to 
make an attempt to confer with the railway authorities under whose 
jurisdiction they are living so that they may get some relief. 

Another fa(;tor that I want to say is that doctor who are given 
licenses as registered practitioners by the Government of Bengal, granf 
certificates to sick persons workyig on the uailways. Though it is 
dehriitely mad^ clear thdt registered doctors are allowed to give certi- 
ficates, these certificates are required t6 b^ countersigned by the District 
Medical Officer of the railway. There are various cases'^ in which 
crtificatei^ granted by registered doptors ar6|- rejected by the railway 
.dbhtors. . 

« t 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ^ order. 1 am afraid I must rule you out 
* definitely as you are entering into discussion on a matter which is not 
within the jurisdiction of this legislature. I do not thi,nk you can 
discuss the question regj^rding the internal management of a dispensary 
controlled by the Railway Department. ,I have full sympathy with 
you but you^re out of order. 

( i 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Sir, I know" that a resolution was passed by the 
Bengal Government that if any certificate after examination is found 
fault wuth, the registration of the doctor should , be cancelled. If a case 
cannot be estahlislied that it is a false certificate, I Avould request the 
Hon ’hie Minister through yoq. Sir, tq examine whether any remedy 
can he found out for it. 

W’th tliese w’ords I ^upport the cut motion. 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, I wish to say few words to 
develop the point brought forward by my friend, Mr. Chippendale. 
Ho has said that in this province nurses are insufficiently recruited. 
My argument is that their existence is hardly recognised. In the lead- 
ing hospitals in, Calcutta we have a certain numl)er of nurses but 
they a^e provided, as far as I know, ‘by a private organisation which 
gets an extra grant from outside — the Calcutta Hospital Nurses Associa- 
tion. The Government gives the Association a grant and 
it also receives subscriptions from the public. It is 
thus nurses a]i>e provided for our leading Government Hospitals. I may 
suggest therefore tliat wufhout private generosity there would be no 
supply of nurses; that is to say these nurses ar<» not regarded as an 
essential part of the fabric of the structure of hospital work; they are 
rather regarded as outside luxuries. When we come tc^ other hospitals 
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in Calcutta, e.g., the (Jhittaranjan Hospital, we finfl mat there is a 
lar^e number of Indian nurses under training. When ^’e go to some 
other hospital we find the number of nurses ^to be hardly adequate. 
Let us see what is the condition outside Calcuttq. If \|fB take a census 
of the nurses outside Calcutta, I imagine we shall find that the number 
of nurses is very small indeed. Sir, I am a memlH*r of the Red Cross 
Society. We pay salary to a certain number of nurses for hospitals in 
the mufassal^and there is one nurse here and one nurse there and in 
many hospitals the nurse whom the Red Cross Society support is the 
only nurse there, *i.e., one nurse only in a mufassal hosjutal. I claim 
that there may bf many hospitals yi the mufassal where neither the 
Red Cross Society nor any other Associatio^i nor j)ri^'ate benefactor ^ 
supports a nurse at all. So we ‘have some hospitals where there is no 
nurse but*a doctor in* attendance. If official Opinion does not legard 
nurses as an essential or|an indif^ensahle or an inseparable*])art of a 
hospital, public opinion and private opinion (‘annol he expected tft ns!; 
to any higher level. • • * * 

Sir, Mr. Khaitan has told us a 1<‘W piiliutes ago that we can .justf 
as well die in this province uiohu' any doctor ptactising any system of 
medicine, ^.g.f Ayurvedic, Allopathy, Homeopathy or TTnani and not 
under a nurse only, Ihit think. Sir, howmore Mieerfully or comfortably 
we ca*n die under any of thf systems if we have nurses in attend- 
ance. I would ask this House to consider that a nurse is as necessar’i 

I $ 

to a hospital as a doctor is. What chance has a doctor, or what chance 
has a patient, if there is not a niirs# always to carry out tin* doctor’s 
orders and consciously and unconsciously doing what th(‘ d(K;tor wants 
him to do. Unless, weliave a satisfactory sy.'.tem of«iurses we <an never 
think of a satisfactory hos]dtal,or any medical system at all; I would 
therefore a.sk that the position be lookdd at from that point of view. 

I may say a few words in repetition of what I said on the general discus- 
sion of the budget. It would indee<l be very dvirable»l(* have a iTTnuber 
of Indian women who have been trained in tfie art of simple common 
bandaging wd^^n ( hildreA fall or are hit or are burnt. We liavc heard 
complaintv that there are no doepus in our mufassal. If \\(* started 
experimenting witli giving grant-in-aid to doctors so as to y>ersuade 
them to work in the mufUssal we might find the necessity of having 
nurse also. The United Provinces Government have diwmfered that 
they cannot get doctors to cover the entire area,, but that the»y can find 
women who for a small monthly wage can .soon l)e trained in a simple 
way and can be trusted to do the simple nursing of village life. Sir, 
for the ordinary ailments of men, wmmen (diildren nurses have 
been found indispensable and we should keep that point before our eyes 
and have something to aim at. 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Mr Speaker, Sir, I 
must thank m^’ hon’ble friends who have .spoken on this occasion 
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givinpf suggejtfions for consideration of Government. First of all, Sir. 
there Jias heei^ia suggestion by Mr. J. N. l^as^u with regard to malaria 
and Oiere lias been a sn^gestion from other hoii’ble members’ also with 
regard to tliat^liroblei^i. So far as malaria is concerned, it comes 
strict ly s])eaking under “Ibiblic 'Health”. The treatment side comes 
under the “Medic^tl”, but strictly^ speaking it comes under “Public 
Health”. Malaria, Sir, is a scourge in this country and we have got 
to tackle the problem as soon as we can. We all know that it is a 
problem of a very heavy magnitude and it requires big funds to tackle 
with. Put still we have got to start organisation fo tackle with the 
problem and to see and try to e^:adicate malaria ai* soon as possible. 
Sir, the steps that are a t^* present taken for combatting the scourge of 
malaria are no doubt very unsatisfacto'ry. I am thinking of a proposal 
which, if I can get the approval of Government and ii fundfl are forth- 
coming wiiich I hope will be, will be a bettey substitute tor combating 
-malaria. I will, however, speak on the subject when I deal with the 
“I^ublic Health” side of the probleiu. Here T must rest contented by 
( saying that we have beeir combating malaria in two ways, one by 
distribution of quinine free and the <^ther by anti-malarial measures 
carried out through district boards amr other local authorit?es with the 
grant that is given to' them, though a small sum no doubt, viz., 
Rs. 80,000 per year. 

' Then, with regard to the question of drainage and other matters 
which have been introduced, they also come under “Public Health” 
and I will deal with them in pr(>per place. Incidentally, here I may 
just say, 'for the information of the House, that of the two schemes, 
one with regard to' Jangipur, I am told by my predecessor, Sir Bijoy, 
that it was a partial success. 

Mauivi /(BDUL BARI: It was a complete failure. 

fhe Hon’ble ^4aulvif8YED NAU8HER ALI; But that is not my 
ijiformation as I have been told by my predecessor in charge of this 
Department, Sir Bijo\’, that it was a partial success. However, that 
is^iiot very relevant to the matter at issue. 

The next thing is the (piestion of the /ndian Medical Service in- 
troduced , by Dr..J. M. Das Gupta. Here, Sir, the limitations under 
w'hich-we^ work are all well known t(r my hoiiTde friend as well as to 
the other menpl)ps' of' this House. ^ The Government of India Act is 
there and we have got to work under it. We all know that the Gov- 
ernment of India Act is unsatisfactory on more than one point and this 
is t)ne of the‘ points. One of the points he has raised is the point of 
reservation of posts for the British I.M.S. officers. He has further 
stated that attempts are now being made to increase the number of 
posts to be reserved for I.M.S. officers in general. I may inform the 
House that no steps, as far as I am aware, have yes*: been taken to 
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increase the number of posts to be reserved for Dritish ife. S. officers 
or^or Indian Medical Sejvifce officers in pfeneral. In fai», according to 
iny readiftg of the law on the subject, there is every likaihood that the 
number of British I.M.S. officers will decreastf after a certain number 
ol years and so far as the present i^ concerned there 4s no chance of 
any increase. At least, I can assure the House that I will try my 
best to see that there will be no increase in this line. 

As regards the question of reservation of posts for British 1. M. S. 
officers, it comes under certain provision of the Government of India 
Act — 1 think it ^ 8*ectiqn 24G. This matter is entirely in the hands 
of the Secretary Qf State, but I can tell the Hduse that 1 take note of • 
the feelings exf)ressed here. We h5ve been •tlealing w^th this subject, 
and 1 think there is not going to*be any retrograde step here also. We* 
will try fo reprfesent*'the views of this legislature to the authorities, 
but as you know we wojk under* limitations. The authority is vested 
in the Secretary of State, aqd consequently ‘W'e shall have to be 
by any decision that is*arrivftd at by the aiUhdt-ities in England. Nb 
decision has yet been arrived at on this iioint. We are still in com- 
munication, and Ve have jdaced our vieA^-poin^ before the Government 
of India, •in^this connexion Giruiy only say, a# 1 have been informed 
u]) till now, that there appears to be a contii^jt of interest between the 
Defe^ice Department and tl^e interests of this province; that is the real 
point, and Bengal cannot, it is stated, deny resiiomfibilit^ for the 
defence of India as a whofe. • * 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAl/DHURI: What about the defence 
of the people of this jirovince?' 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YEp NAU8HER ALI:* That is how, Sir, 
the question of reservation i'or British officers of the Indian Medical 
Service comes in. However, Sir, 1 have given you \he facts and 
the steps that I am going to take in this jiaijjicular ^matter. ^ 

After that, Sir, comes the question rais'ed by Mr. Atul (diandra 
Kumar, who*yas dwelt 6u disproportionate expenditure on presidency and 
mufassal hospitals and dispensaries. I think a true analysis of the posi- 
tion will at once convince everybody that Ihare is actually no dispro'Jior- 
tionate expenditure of Gc^ernment money on hospitals in the presidency 
town and also in the mufassal. In fact, Sir, there is oifly one kispital that 
is maintained by Government in the mufassa], and that i|i tile Dacca 
Mitford Hospital. The rest of# the hospitals mainj^ifined by Govern- 
ment are located in Calcutta. Consequently, whatever money is spent 
by Government on hospitals must necessarily be in Calcutta, except 
the amount that is^spent in Dacca. Now^, Sir, it canno*t be stated that 
this money that is spent in Calcutta is spent for the people of Calcutta 
alone. These hospitals are hospitals maintained for the entire pro- 
vince, and people from the mufassal also have their treatment in the 
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hospitals in (lilcutta. ' Therefore, in a sense the question of compara- 
tive expenditil^e of this grant or Government ‘money within the presi- 
dency town oi outside the presidency town does not arise. There 
appears to have been, therefore, some amount of confusion, if I may 
use that expresi-ion without any disrespect to the honourable members 
of this House, with regard to hospitals and dispensaries in the mufassal. 
I may at once tell the House for itt( information that there are, practi- 
cally speaking, very few dispensaries and hospitals in the mufassal 
maintained by Government. You may criticise that thafe in itself is 
something wrong for which Government can be blamed. (Hear, hear, 
from Congress members.) I can understand that ppsitioji. You can 
very well say tf^at Government haVe so long neglected the rural popu- 
lation in the matter of medical relief, ajid that would be a valid ground 
of attack and criticism.. ((Mes of “Heat, hear’'^ front Congress mem- 
bers.) Byt so far as the policy that has been followed ^o long is con- 
there cannot be any complaint' with regard to the administration 
of dispensaries and hospitals in the mqfassal, and an ' attack on 
Government in any way on that basis'. 

‘ Now, my friend over there, Maulvi Abdul Wahab'Khan, I am sorry 
1o say condemned himself by liis s])eech. He himself stated™ that he is 
an ex-Vice-(Miairman of the District Boaiu) of Bakarganj, and he him- 
self made remarks about the eorru])tion and inetheieney of dispehsary 
authorities iA 'his own district. These dispensaries and hospitals are 
managed by'tlie District Boards themselve^^ — at least they are under 
the control and suj)ervision of the^District Boards. (Mr. Ahdul Latif 
Biswas: But what about Assistant Surgeons?) Well, Sir, Assistant 
Surgeons are not lyjder the control of District^ Boards. I have been 
Chairman of a District Board for 9 years, and there are only a very 
few Sub-Assistant Shirgeons plaoed in charge of Sadar dispensaries and 
hospitals, and‘'the rest are under the management of the District Boards. 
Eveiirf^hen there is a^ (‘ommittee of local people attached to each 
dispensary. (Mr, 1[)iitki*;njjiia Nath Dr ita : Impotent committees.) 
Well, Sir, I cannot describe them in that way:* I cannot f.^'orn my posi- 
tion say that they are all impotent; but that is the position, Sir. Of 
cmirse, I being also fn charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
can issue instructions from here to the (dviirmen of the District 
Boards to* see that these difficulties and malpractices disappear from 
their di'spepsaries, and I promise to thi.^ House that I will do so. 

Sir, there haVc been various suggestions with regard to the 
establishment of Ayurvedic and Homeopathic dispensaries. I think 
the House knows that 'recently a Faculty for Ayurvedic Medicine has 
been started, and, practically, recognition has b^en given to the 
Ayurvedic system of treatment. There was a Committee with regard 
to the Unani system of treatment and I understand it was presided 
over by Sir Hasan Suhrawardy. Their report was unfavourable, but still 
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we have decided to reopen the matter and to see whether ownot it would 
be ^esirable to have a fecuity for the Unani system medicine as 
well. I ipay also inform* the House that I believe in tiis indigenous 
system of medicine (cries of “Hear, hear” from* the Congress benches), 
and I have also got 'faith in the Homoeopathic system ofAiedicine. So, 

I am personally interested in these matters, if I may use that expres- 
sion, and I would give my best consideration to the suggestions that 
have been made here with regard to the recognition of tlie different 
systems of treatment that are actually prevalent in this province. 

Now, Sir, complaiflts have been made that there are no arrangements 
for dhai- training o^ for lady doctors. I frankly confess that there is * 
a dearth of lady dbctors in this province, and that we .ought to take 
steps to see that the number of la/ly doctors is at least increased. But, * 
Sir, I think I • should tell fhe House that there is a system for the 
training of indigenous dhais prevailing even now, and tha^ Govern- 
ment spend some money Jhrough the District Boards for the iraij my ii»<^ 
of these dhaff?. (Rai Hauendr^ Nath CnAUDHURf : Very inadequate.)* 

1 admit that it is inade{}uate and that it may be inefficient too. 

(At this stage •the Hon’ble Minister reacheck the time-limit.) 

(There #er* cries of “We want to hear him’^, “We want to hear 

him” from the Congress benehes.) • • 

* • 

Mr. SPEAKER: May I know how long the Hon’ble 'Minister will^ 
take to finish his speech? * • 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU6HER ALI: About 10 minutes. 

Sir. ^ 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: This side o^f the House would 
like, if the (diair could possibly allow it,tto hear the Hon’ble Minister, 
who is speaking unlike other Hon’ble Ministers in a tdbe which is 
approved by this side. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I aiq quite prepared to allow him some more time, 
but I must 8ay«that “Public Health” also has got to be discussed, and 
I think that if the Hon’ble Minister is allowed to oontinue his speeoh 
for a much longer time, it^ would hardly be fair to “Public Health.” 
However, I allow him five minutes more. 

* <♦ 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALU All right. Sir, I shall 
finish in 5 minutes. It has bee® suggested that .Ayurvedic and 
Homoeopathic dispensaries should be started in the mufassal. 

As you know, Sir, in the mufassal, dispensaries are at present 
started and supervised and controlled by District ^Boards, and 
though it is not strictly consonant with the law as embodied in the 
Medical Act, if I may use that expression, we have no objection what- 
soever to the establishment of Ayurvedic and Homeopathic dispensaries 
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in the mufayal by the District Boards, and I may tell you that while 
I was Chairt^an of the District Board of j^I'essore, I had an Allopathic 
dispensary, a Unani dispensary, and a Honioeopathic dispensary — all 
three established thertj^ (Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu: That is what 
the Calcutta Corporation has also done.) It is open to the District 
Boards to start Ayurvedic and Homoeopathic dispensaries if they so 
desire. 


Then, Sir, as the time at my disposal is very short, I must hurry 
through and say a few words on the other points raised by the various 
speakers. As regards X-ray arrangement in the piufassal, we have 
provided in the budget, as you may have seen, for the training of our 
doctors and nuedical otfipjers in X-ray treatment, and it is for the local 
authorities to equip their dispensaries and hospitals in the mufassal, 
and these doctors will be ready for their assistance there. < 

Then; again, Sir, owing to the shortness of time 1 must pass over 
of the items raised in the course of the debate, but there is one 
thing that I W4int to '^ly^ with regard to tuberculosis. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear” from the Congress benches.) This tuberculosis is a fell disease 
and is a terrible mena.ce ; it *is growir.g with alarming rapidity, and I 
must thank the authorities of the Jadavpur Sanatoriuiq (cries of 
“Hear, hear” from th^, Congress benches) for the jiioneer work that 
they have undertaken. They deserve en^-ourageinent, sympathy, and 
support and co-operation not only from (Government but also from the 
local authofities and also from the generous public. Sir, I may inform 
this House tliat T am in full sympathy witli this institution, and T will 
very favourably consider the ai>plication for a capital grant (cries of 
“Hear, hear”, from the Congress benches) made by this institution 
that is now pending before Government. (Maulana Md. Maniruz- 
ZAMAN IsLAMAiiADi : What ubout the Dacca Unani School?) Sir, I 
have been ititerrogated as to what is being done about the Dacca Tibbi 
Insti-hition. 1 cannot oromise any assistance to this institution now 
without making an inquiry into the whole thing. First of all, we 
have got to establish a Faculty before anything can h® done for the 
institution. 1 have already stated that 1 am taking steps for the con- 
Siitution and establishment of a Unani Faculty. The question of 
any assistance to that institution can arise^,and can be considered only 
after thgt. I am sorry my time will be over very soon. 

There, is another question with iegard to the establishment of a 
oliniatic sanatorium for Bengal. Jhis question was first mooted in 
1934 and a Committee was appointed to consi<ler it. In March 1935 
a donation — ^a very generous donation — of Ils. 2,82,000 was offered by 
Mr. Kam Kumar Bangur and that was thankfully accepted by Govern- 
ment. Government since then have been trying to have a suitable 
site for the establishment of the sanatorium. As you know, Bengal 
is poor in not having a proper climatic site. Perhaps excepting 
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Darjeeling there is no other suitable site anywhere in me province. 

1 am speaking from the r^oh of the expert authorities im this matter. 

I may tell^'ou ior your information that about 10 or 12 sites have been 
examined from time to time: one was picked up as a j^oper site but 
there was objection and that was rejected. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI. You mean the Birkmyre 

site? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YEO NAU8HER ALh Yes, that was the 
site It was the feirkinyl’e site that was considered to be the most 
suitable site but it^had trt be abandoiied for various reasons, especially 
on account of the objection of the local people there. 

Rai HAI^ENDNA NATH CHAUDHURI: Objection of Dr. (irahani 

and others*:' ^ « * 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8.YED N/^U8HER Abl:*J t may be, i»ut x am 
not .sure about that. Then we have been making enquiries everywhere, 
and this gentlemart very kindly dias kept*the o-fter open for one more 
year. Olisei’va^ion is now going on and 1 hope* that a decision will 
soon lie reached. That is all^ I can announce <it this stage 

A member: Digha in the (ontai sulalivision may be a's^iitable site. 

• • ' 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: 1 will take note of 
tlli^ and have the site examined by tlie experts, if tbougdit desirable, 
If any otlier gentleman, in this House has got an\ suggestion with 
ivgard to any .Nite, I .sliall be much obliged if he will kindly lei me 
have his 'suggestion and 1 will have thaj examined*!))’ th(‘ ('Xpeii'', if 
lie! a ssar\ . • 

A voice: Kuhala in the llakaiganj district.' 

• * ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am afraid 1 must control the inemhers from 

put ling forward names of innumerable })la(‘eH. • • 

The Hon’ble Mauivi VeD NAU8HER ALI One wand with 
regard to the nurse.s. I understand that nnr.ses trained in India have 
so long been considered as not properly (luallfied for the posts of 
matrons and sisters. They have .so long been recruited from England. 
But there appears to be a ver.\ strong feeling of resentment on this 
point. I take note of this and 1 will look into the matter personally 
and see how far the grievance is legitimate. If there is any legitimate 
grievance,! shall try^ to redress it. On the question of nurses there 
are many other points also but I think I will not have time to deal with 
them. , 

33 
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One wonionly with regard to my friend Maulvi Taiuizuddin Khan 
His long amt very kind friendshii) with me ^ad" induced , him to speak 
in the, terms in which he referred to me. He hag ouly with matters 
about wliich have already spoken a word or two. As regards the 
difficulty in admission to hospitals I take note of it and I will see thai 
no distinction is e’^er made between patient and patient in Calcutta. 

As regards the realisation of 4 pice from each patient, I think I 
should tell the House that it is left to the option of the Dispensary 
Committee to levy a small amount when a patient first comes to the 
hospital. It is not abs(dutely compulsory or the disi)ensary to levy it 
on everybody. (Generally as far as I remember, it is absolutely at the 
discretion of the (h)mmi(tee and the doctor is authorised to remit it 
whenever he thinks that a ])articular patient is not capable of paying the 
money. That is one of the ways in which funds o7 the dispensaries 
are, if I may use that expression, collected. 

— eruiiA. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Supplemented. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi 8YED NAUSHER ALI; Not supplemented. 
My experienc(‘ is that' very tew personfi actually pa;v the sid'-seription so 
prtictically speaking tlc't is the only source of local inconn* of the 
dispensary and it is for tlie local aut liorit]‘'8 to consider whether 'Or not 
they should discontinue or continue the system of levying a small sum 
on each paKent. 

As regards the suggestion of having Unani (dasses attached to the 
madrassah«, my friend Maulana Md. Maniruzzainan Islaniahadi himself 
admitted that it does not ndate to my departim nt and that it relates to 
the Department of Education. 

I think I have finished and i commend my motion to the ac(‘eptance of 
the House and I request the hon’ble mover of the amendment to 
withuiaw his am en diner v. 

Dr. J. M. DAS G(<PTA: In view of the statement made by the 
Hon’ble Minister I beg leave to witbdrnw my motion. 

I > 

The motion was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: In view of the statement made 
by the Hon 'hie Minister I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The original motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, before you pass on to the 
next item will you permit me to express the appr^^ciation of this side of 
the House of the spirit wliich animated the utterances of the Hon’ble 
Minister? 
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The Hon’ble Mauivi SyED NAU8HER ALI: Ou the ^oomxnendar 

tioii*of His Excellency tlitf Governor I bej? to move th^/ a sum of 
Es. ^ Ifrautecl for expeiulihire under he head “39 — Public 

Health.'’ ^ ^ \ S 

I do not think I shall be justified in taking mpch time of this 
House on this question. There has been some increase in this grant as 
compared with previous year and the items on which the increased grants 
are intended to»be spent are given in tlie explanatory note of the Fijnttnce 
Minister at pages 93-M of the red book, so I do not want to dilate on 
that point any longer. I ‘would like only to say that with regard to 
the policy I would (Ally repeat what I have already stated jn moving the 
demand for Medical Department.^ I attach the greatest importance 
to Public I^ealth \york, especiaily to two matters^ ^larnely, malaria and 
water-supply and 1 have succeeded. in getting a little more im^ney this 
year for these two items. \[ have got money provided for a surve^^^a, 
the whole prpvince with regahl to malaria and d propose to have a ’ 
survey shortly with regard to necessity of supply of drinking water 
throughout the wlnde province and after thal is done a comprehensive 
];olicy with regard to watei-su])ply and eradivatmji of malaria will be 
taken in haf!d,*()t course finally it must depend on funds. 1 have 
alreai^v staled tliat it is the paramount d\ity of (iovernment to ta(‘kle 
problems wliich vitally affect the wholv province and i 4iav(‘ made 
a start in that direction. 1 not think 1 shall be justified, 1 re])eat 
again, in taking any more time of this House, I think every minute 
that may be given to the House will*be much better spimt and will 
he very helpful to me. 


Mfi 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Because every*minute we spend 
Es, 50,000. 

The Hon^hle Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALU With these remai’Ks 
I commend niyjnotion to the acceptance of the Ilpuse, 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think the time at our disposal for the discussion 
of this motion is only 1 hour 15 minutes. So I propose that the 
mover and others will take only 5 minutes each to deal wi^h their 
amendments. 

$ 

Dr. COBINDA CHANDRA BHAWMIK: I beg to move that the 
demand of Es. 32,85,000 for expenditure under the head ‘t39. — Public 
Health’’ be reduced b> Es. 100. 

The question of puidic health in Bengal concerns the health of 
50 millions of people scattered over 82,000 square miles. Bengal has 
different and varied- climate in different places. The climate is not 
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uniform iu all places. So far as public health is concerned, I may say 
it has deteriorated to such an extent that the average life of a Bengali 
is 2*j years while that o,f an inhabitant of European countries \s 54 years, 
in Japan 45 yr^rs and in Bulgaria 68 years. 

As regards the epidemics in l^ngal, we see that malaria stands first 
and foremost. Every year nearly 6 lakhs of people die of malaria, while 
nearly 2 crores of them suffer from it; nearly 1 lakh of peo[)le die of 
cholera and as many die of smallpox; a (juarter lakh of people die of 
kala-azar and an equal num])er die of tuberculosis. 

As regards children mortality, there also the number is very large. 

So far as eur public health schemes are concerned w'e find that 
Rs. 12,55,500 are spent on public health units out of a total grant of 
Rs. 20,76,000. We luiow that the present ar^uigevient of the Public 
Health Department in the mufassal is inadequate and Muscientific. In 
thana consisting ot 14 or 15 unions we find one Sanitary Inspector 
and one epidemic do;dov. There are one lakh people in each thana and 
it is well known that when there is an outbreak of cholera these two 
officers cannot give much hcli) and in due time. Ip fact when cholera 
has taken a heavy toll these officers go to the affected area and take 
precautionary measures. Under the circumstances these methods should 
be changed; there should be decentralisation otlierwise, we cannot 
control the- disease. 

As regards malaria, many speakers have already said about it. It 
has turned many villages into jungles and abode of jac'kals. For 
exainjile, /)ur village Chandrakona which was once illustrious and 
tanious for business centre is now depopulatefj due to malaria and big 
houses are remaining vacant. This malaria must be tackled effectively. 
We know Italy was once a hot bed of malaria but due to energetic 
action of (government it is now free from the disease. It is the duty 
ot trk>3 State to look to the interest and health of the people, but we 
see that our Government has been totally, indifferent to the health of 
the people. 

There are many factors beliind malaria; the first is the river drainage 
system. The river becqmes silted up by embankments and the easy flow 
of water into the villages is prevented end also the general rainfall 
cannot get proper outlet. The result is that the villages become the 
hot bed/)f anopheles, a kind of mosquito which is the carrier of malaria 
parasites. If we are to take anti-malarial nunisiires we have to take into 
consideration that the mosquitoes are not allowed to growu We must 
also kill the ixirasites by application of quinine and must not allow the 
mosquitoes to grow’ by the application of kerosene and other modern 
methods. We must allow water to get out. Under the circumstances 
if we do not take energetic action for the drainage system, malaria 
cannot be eradicated. 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 
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Mr. PRABHUDAYAL HIMATSINGKA: Md. Speak^, Sir, I heg 

to aiove the motions stahdin" in my name that the grant asked lor 
by the Hoti’ble Minister b*e reduced by Rs. 100 to discus/— 


(question of pY^. articles of food.) ^ ^ 

(prevention of oiseases by propaganda on correct lines.) 


Sir, most of the speakers who have spoken io-day have asked for 
more dispensaries and more hospitals and more doctors, but what I 
want to suggest to^tli^ department is that they should take such steps 
as doctors and dispensaiVs may be dispensed with, that there may be 
no occasion for nfew di5»pensaries agd hospitals anywhere. Sir, the 
oft-quoted adage “prevention is better than cure” is Ihe tiling that 
should be ^ept jn^ view .by this department. This department has been 
in existence fcir a number of yeqrs, but at the present moment the 
health of Bengal has det^’iorated*considerably and I think flie House 
will agree tlqit the power of rt^istanc(‘ to combat djseases is almost tJoiie^'*' 
People of Bengal now fafl an e{isy«prey to all kinds of diseases and the 
present position of death rate is, as we ^nd from the figures, that in ^ 
1935 cholera took a toll of about 00,000 .peofile, smallpox 75,480, 
dysentery afld (Karrlura 51.930, (t]»htheria and rcspiialoiy diseases about 
85,000 and malarial fever 7,0ft,000. The 4otal deatli late comes to about 
11 lakVs 31 thousand which 'A’orks at mure than 2 per cent.^of the total 
population. Sir, a province^ where the death rate comes to 2 per cent.^ 
stands condemned. I do not accuse the present Ministry :*as a matter 
of fact the Ilon’ble Minister has maje it clear that the budget does 
not disclose any policy and T <lo not know if jiolicy 

has (‘vei‘ been follow'M with a %iew to m‘(' ^is to what steps 

should be taken to prevent diseases and 1 want to diaw tin* atten- 
tion of ihe Ilon’ble Minister to the jire^ltmt conditions and to find out 
for himself as to what should be done to prevent these diseases. 

Sir, you are aw^are that there is a Student Welfare*! ommitte^hnder 
the Calcutta University. AVe also know that they examine a number 
of students ev^y year and what do we find frfim th(‘ report. About 

62 per cent, students require tre«atinent, that is to .^ay, 62 jier cent, of 

the students are suffering fiom defective vision, enlarged tonsils, 
heart diseases, enlarged* spleen and liver and various other 
diseases including tuberculosis. If that Is the 'state iff tilings 
amongst students who are in schools .and collegfs, ' what 
could we expect amongst the people who are absolu^tely ignorant in 
the villages. As a matter of fact, Sir, what I feel is that what the 
Government should do is to take steps to remove the ignorance of the 
people by suggesting^to them the correct methods of what is known as 
the healthy habits. This I think should be the main aim to be kept 
in view by the depa^’tment, so that the soil of the health may be 
sustained and maintained. 
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Sir, the f^robable ’causes of the present conditions seem to me mainly 
poverty and ^i^>•no^ance. Poverty is'thV Cne "outstandin^r factor T^ich 
affects the hdalth and every other thinj^ of t^e province. Nt»xt to that 
is the ifi^norance aboutf wholesome aiid"pure food and ignorance about 
fiealthy laws. < Sir, iPyoii ask a student who is in ^ school or college as 
to how he should hold his book, how he should sit and ‘sUCh other 
things you will not find a correct* answer. The department ahould to 
my mind make a survey of the improved and correct health laws, 
ascertain the impoitant factors affecting our health and by iigieans of 
propaganda in co-operation with public and n(5n-(?fficial bodies they 
should take steps to propagate these ideas in the vjllages by means of 
lantern lectures or cine;nas and' various other methods that may fie 
» available to them. At the present n;oment, Sir, I did not think .jthat^ 
people know anythin^g^ about food or fOod valve. We have informa- 
tion now of the vitamins of the various foodstuffs, bilt there is very 
.-UiUle information available as to particular ineniis which will be avail- 
■ able and which will be, wholesome. The department slrould prepare 
charts where you can have information about economic healthy food. 

' I am not aware but I am told that Jn various couiutries, specially in 
Japan and other pla(^.es, they have gojt different kinds of ipenus which 
may be had at very cheap prices and which indicate the food values of 
the different foodstuffs mentioned in the list. Similar thing fan be 
done by the Public Health DeJ)artraent and I am sure it will help the 
'people to a, very large extent. As you are^aware, Sir, the condition of 
the people is very poor and very few of them can alfoid to have rich 
food, but ricli food does not nec(^ssarily mean costly food if people can 
.be given intoiniation as to the kind of foodstuff they should have. In 
this (H)nnection I Vould also suggest that the department should not 
stop by suggesting healthy food but should also make arrangements for 
the supply of such food by starting co-operative stores and I do not 
think it will be very difficult for the department to arrange stores at 
least T)y way of giving i/iformation to the j>eople at district headquarters 
and divisional headquarters. I am of opinion that they can confine 
^emselves to 5 or 0 niain things that we take in Bengel, for instance, 
rjce, atta, dal, ghee and mustard oil and if they can make arrange- 
ments for that people may know where they can go and get pure food. 
At present there is no particular place where people can be sure of 
gettinp iffire foodstuff* and it is up to the department to take the matter 
up in haffd and take ^ery serious action in punishing people who may 
be responsible for selling or introducing adulterated food. As I sug- 
gested, if the people have information about food values and if stores 
are o])ened from where information can be had as to the value of parti- 
cular food, it may be very easy for the poorer section of the people to 
have nutritious food and then it will enable them to combat various 
kinds of diseases which are at present harrassing them. There are 
various other things which the officers of the district can take up very 
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conveniently and they can also expect co-operation fronf the people. 
I inay cite one instance* Sy. “ In the district of Nowgoug in Assam 
which wa# full of water- h*yaci tit h I was surprised to find/ when I went 
thWe not one single plant of hyacinth after the* Magistrate Mr. Morar 
(a Madrasee gentleman) took up the matter and explsdned the thing 
and' people “•o-operated with him ancl in one week’s time the whole 
distxlci free from water-hyacinth. Similarly if the department 
takef lo propagate this information they will he doing a good 
^rvice lo the^people who will know as to what will afi'ect their health 
and they will not.ginulge the richer people for not being able to get 
fpur cups of tea a day or similar things. They can be told that these 
ihiugs are not liclpful to them but on4he conirprv injurious. 


Simiiarh’, Sir. physical spprts and physical exercises may be sug- 
gested and I iiii^^t inenlion the Bratachari mhvement and such like 
things to give them heiijthy sports. The information abftut food 
values may be irnduded in curriculum of schdols^so that the boys •®a^ 
be taugld about these thibgs aifd i|‘ action is thken on thest' lines I am 
sure it will bear fruit. * 

• • ^ • 

(The m%mbgr liaving reaclu^fl the time-limit •resumed his seat.) 

Til# House was adjouriHMrat fl-dO p.ni. forV') minutes. 


After Adjounimmi. 

Mr. JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that^The demand 
tor Rs, >32, 8 ), 000 on “iliblic Health” be reduced b v* u sum of Rs. 100. 

(The mover delivered his spee^rh in Bengali in .support of his motion.) 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Sir, I beg to mew© that, the demaTKl for 

R.s. 32,85,000 on “Public Health” be reduced by a sum of Rs. 100 in 
order to discus# the inability of the department to deal effectively with 
the smallpox afld cholera epidemics and the failure to cope with the 
housing problem of Sanitary Inspectors. ^ * • 

Sir, in moving this motmn of mine I must first of all congratulate 
the llou’ble Minister for liis out-.^poken frankness and 'for hiB*humiliiy 
in introducing this demand. I shall be equally irank end tell the 
Hon’ble Minister that we are not Satisfied with the pA)vi8ion that has 
been made on tlie head of “Public Health.” We expected from the 
Hon’ble Minister much, as he is aware and as we are also aware that 
he was in charge of Uie District Board of Jessore for several years and 
as such it is expected of him that he knows very well the demand of 
the public* in rural jfreas, namely, the problems of water-supply, of 
cholera, smallpox epidemics, sanitation and public health. Therefore 
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the plea the tirhe that was at his disposal was insufficient to cope 
with this measure cannot be accepted, f If'it had been any ather 
Ilon’ble Minwier, certainly he should have been friven some time for 
that; but knowinpf him as we dft as -a miccessfiil Chairman of the Dis- 
trict Board, clitainly (his plea cannot be accept^!. Now I will first 
of all say that the public has ^ot the rij^ht to live. We have passed the 
demand on police, we have passed the demand on education, we have 
passed the demand on f^eneral administration, but, Sir, the dema^id of 
the public on public liealth is much more important thftn those items, 
and therefore we should have expected the HonHilfe Minister to press this 
poini before his coHeapues, particularly the Hon'ble the Finanpe 
Minister, and^I am sur^ the Holi’ble the Finance Minister would not 
have refused, or rather would have yielded to the demand of the 
Hon’ble Minister in ^harpe of Public Healtli, if^tliat*,Iiad bi^en properly 
placed before him. - * 

■» «>kSir, of course, we kn/)w that people are 4neant to die and also that 
people are prone to*- diseases and death. Death certainly cannot be 
averted; death is sure to come; but, 8ir, disease, at least, can be 
combated, and in order to combat (disease people expect of this Gov- 
ernment that sufficient ihoney should be provided for , meeting the 
epidemics of cholera, ^mallpox, and other diseases, (jf course, Sir, I 
am not a visionary; nor I am idealist, nby do I expect^ that utopia can 
be brought dn all at once on the face of Bengal. But certainly we can 
expect, and would expect, that at least sonte measures would be adopted 
by the ITon’ble Minister in charge to relieve the grievances of the people 
and their miseries and siiiferin^^s as much as possible. It is perhaps 
known to* the members of tliis House that accojding to tlie latest census 
the total population of Bengal is 51,231,000, and it will be a staggering 
news for this House to know that the death-roll for the year 193C in 
Bengal is as high as 1,131,427 — this is a figure which perhaps in no 
inde|)endent country would one expect even in a war. Even during the 
last Abyssinian' War, ^so many deatlis had not occurred. Then liow 
these deaths came to occur, Sirl^ I would say that out of these detiths 
cholera claimed 1-2 p’er cent. ]>er thousand (?) of the people who died; 
amallpox . took a 4;oll of *1; kala-azar claimed 10*06 (?); and other 
diseases the I’est. That‘is how we get these figures. We find that the 
number of deaths from smallpox, cholera, and malaria is so very heavy 
that the® country cannot wait any mpre to cope with the menace from 
epidemic^ diseases. , I* heard Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu saying before 
this House that‘'an attempt was ma^e at Jangipur in 1923 to meet the 
situation arising out of the spread of malaria in that subdivision and he 
said that it yras not given a trial. I can tell the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department and I can tell this Hou?e, Sir, that an experi- 
ment was made in that subdivision, and I believe that my friend sitting 
over there — I mean Rai G. C. Sen Bahadur — who also happened to be at 
Jangipur at that time, knows it very well that the scheme proved a total 
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failure. That was the scheme of Dr. Bentley for hilling; ii^alaria in that 
subdivision by throwing ‘Jcertasene nil and things like that. 

(At tffis stage the member having, reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) ^ • * 

Mr. ANUKUL CHANDRA DA8:' Mr. Speaker, .Sir, I rise to speak 
on a subject of great importance, Viz., the insanitation caused by the 
sullage water of the Calcutta Corporation flowing into the rural areas 
of Tollygunje police-station. The TIon’ble Minister in charge of 
Public Health and dlso the ITon’ble Minister in charge of Irrigation 
had kindly visite^ the Tollygunj municipal ai^ea, and they had seen 
with their own eyes the grievances of the people of that* locality. But, 
Sir, I shall only confine myself to the rural area which is outlying ‘ 
the Tollygunge munivipal arfea. Now, Sir, tht# area of this place i» 
10 square miRs. It is under the Union Board of Boincjitola; the 
number of villages is 18 , lind^all ftie villages. are now submerged jmdat- 
water; the number of houses is 1 , 498 , they svlso^are under water; an3 
291 houses have already collapsed and some more may collapse at any 
moment if no action is taken in ,the meantime. ^The water level in that* 
area has r^sen to about 8 to 1(1 feet high, find there are 7 culverts on 
the South Tangra Road, which have all beep closed by the (hibutta 
Corporation. I would here /give a brief outline of the boundaries of 
this area. On all sides it is surrounded by the (’alcuttu* Corporation. 
The Calcutta Corporation ims extended the Dhapa are{^ so that th^ 
northern and the eastern side of this place is now surrounded by Dhapa. 
There is the Hughes Road and the stftrm-water channel of the Corpora- 
tion on the southern side. The South Tangra Road on the west, and 
the only passage left are 7 culverts which, however, have been closed 
by the Corporation, so that tine people^ of this rural area are almost 
going to be diowned, and nothing whatsoever is being d»ne to protest 
the people of this unfortunate place. Sir^ there is a Correlation 
channel — it is Cor])oration storm-water chaiimjl, — it f^asses throug-h the 
soutliein Mde ot this area. Now the northern embankment of this 
(k)rporation (\annel lias been breacdied in ffeveral i)lace8, but the 
Corporation does not repair tliis embankment wiili# the effect that klie 
sullage water of the Calcutta Corporation iff going to the rural area 
and contaminating the whole area. There is no drinking water avail- 
able; even the tube-wells are uqder water. Therefore, you can easily 
imagine. Sir, under what difficulty the people of this qrea tfre passing 
their days and nights. There is^also a sluice at Btftitollah, which is 
the property of the Calcutta Corporation. Now, Sir, the very sight 
of the sluice will repel anyone as to what the* Corporqtion is doing. 
The whole front of 4he sluice is covered with jungles, water-hyacinth, 
and water cannot pass through that sluice into the Bidyadhari, 
and I do not know where the Corporation sends its sullage water if 
not into the Bidyadhari. I submit, Sir, that all these waters are thrown 
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into this ruAil area Without any consideration whatsoever, and when 
we ask the Corporation^ to clear out ’tjiatfslulce they did not do any- 
thing. I may also mention that when a few years back Mr. Subhas 
Ghandra Bose was the «Mayor of the Calcutta Corporation there was a 
similar occurreiioe, vii., flooding ^of another area, ^t the end we went 
on deputation to Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and within two days the 
ballygunj sewer was opened and tlt« water was allowed to pass without 
any difficulty whatsoever, and the people were thus saved. When we 
liave the same conditions now we find that tlie Calcutta Corporation is 
very callous and is not taking any steps to relieve^ the situation. Even 
drinking Water, Sir, is not supplied by them. This afternoon I saw 
the (ffiief Exec^iilive Offiry^r, Corpc/ration, and requested him for supply 
of drinking water to the people of this unfortunate area. He said that 
he was considering this matter, but nothing definite was told to me. 
This, SiTj is the unfortunate position of the people of this area. I ask 
«iheb Jlon’ble Minister whp is the rebreseiitatlive of the poor people, to 
'•consider the gravity of ^the situation and save these huikless people 
living in that area. It is entirely hue to the inhuman action of the 
» Calcuttii Corporation, Sir,' that these^ people are i^i this unfortunate 
position. The Corpo^’atiou is taking;, no action whatsoever. The 
Corporation is a very rich body and is it not its duty 'lor^the sake of 
humanity to save the i)eople of this unfoiHunate rural areaP W^iy are 
they so calUnks!^ And why ar<^ they not following the noble example 
'of Mr. Subtas (Uiandra Bose who orderecUthe sewer to be opened up 
at ou(;e as soon as the matter was brought to his notice, so as to drain 
away the waters of this rural areki^ The (jovernment, too. Sir, I must 
say have fi()t come to our help. In this connection I may say, Sir, 
that in the budget fe sum of Bs. 37,000 has been provided ton an anti- 
ludlowii survey in «the vicinitjv of Calcutta and also for anti-ludlowii 
measures foi’cthe whole area. Now, Sir, this amount is quite unneces- 
sarily ^Wasted in this manner, and I am fortified by a resolution of this 
Ludlowii Commifiee passed in its meeting of the 8th of June, 1937, 
and this is the resolution passed by that Committee: 

«, * 

(At this stage the member, having reached the tiine**dimit, resumed 

hf^ seat.) 

Mfi L^. Ml CR08FIELD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose this 
cut mqtiou and to wehxmie the allocation of the expenditure under 
Public Health’ which appears to be admirable: an additional sum of 
nearly Rs. 7 lakhs has been found fAr this important department, and 
we see that this increased expenditure is to be spent to good purpose. 

I am afraid tfiat the scheme for the improvement to the Chittagong 
municipal wa ier-stipply has been too recently appnoved, to find a place 
in the budget. The needs of the town for an increased water-supply 
are extremely urgent, and I hope tlmt it will be' possible for Govern- 
ment to find funds at least for a start to be made on this project during 
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the year. I particularly oommend the increased ^rant for irural water- 
supplies now made up t*6 Rn. 3^ lakhs, and on this subject I should 
like to waloome the Hoiilble Minister’s proposal for a joiineral surve}^, 
and I would emphasize the importance of securing expert geological 
advice on this quttetion. Tube-wells are an ic^l ni#hod— cheap in 
first cost and easily maintained and Kept clean. But money has been 
wasted on many unsuccessful well# located in places and conditions 
which expert geological advice would have condemned. I would, 
therefore, supigest that, pending the general survey, in cases where 
wells liave failed,^ District Officers should prepiire maps showing the 
location of successful and 'unsuccessful w'ells with details of depths and • 
any ^srrosive elenfents found for sulMuission jo the Geological Survey 
of India for advice. I fee^ sure that the cost of this*will he amply • 
repaid. 

Now, Sir, to return tothe grayt, hearing in mind the fuftds avail- 
able j^enemlly, I believe ftiat. a witisfactory iillocation has been fiiTad^ ^ 
and a wliolly commendable scliem,p evolved, '^rhis is likely to lead to 
healthier living conditions for many thonwynls of people. Therefore, ^ 
Sir, I oppose the but motion. 

• • 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. S))eaker, Sir, I wish to 
speak*a few words on the nc^'essity of (;arrying on research as regards 
balanced diet and piH)hl(Mns of nutrition, and carrying on propaganda^ 
not only in the towns but aYso in the villages so that the*people may 
be able to have luilanced diet and to jat nutritious foods. It is not a 
cpiestion of people being rich or j)oor, but if a proper l«y\wledge of 
balanced diet and of tl?e problems of nutrition he ^ule(juutely spread, 
even with a small amount of money people can gel nutritious food. 

Sir, if I kmk at the faces of the* 250 members of this House, I cannot 
find a single health} Iwdy. Whether I l<M)k at the Tlon’lde the 
Finance Minister of this province, or whether I turn my eyp% from 
the liCader of the House to the Leader of the Opposition, I cannot find 
a single healtl;}' body out of the 250 members of this House. 

0 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA GHOSH: But I possess a healthy Imdy. 

• 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: But you are filhhy. It cannot 
be said that members of this House do not pos.sesjf healthy Imdies for 
want of money, and I do not meaif it to be personal when I wiy that it 
may be possible that the Hoii’hle Minister in charge of Public Health 
has been particularly selected for his bad physicjue in order that he 
may carry on food propaganda and establish a food research section of 
the Public Health Department. Sir, this propaganda and research 
work will not require a large amount of money. It oiin he carried on 
•with a very small amount and I have not the slightest doubt that in 
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propaganda work noii-official organisations can be of much assistance 
to Government ami that propaganda can Se carried on at a very small 
expenditure. ^ I have heard that in Japan where people eat* the same 
kind of food as in Bengal, where the staple food consists of rice and 
fish, they get Ci good ‘and nutritious meal at not Aiore than nine pies 
per meal, and J do not see any reason why similar arrangements cannot 
be made here. I have heard that one officer has been . sent to the 
Coonoor Institute to study food problems and we have also got the 
Indian Medical Eesearch Institute which is doing usefu?/' work. If an 
additional grant is given to them they can cany on more research 
work on nutrition than what they are able to do at present. I hope 
Government will accept this privciple that food researches should be 
carried on and propaganda should also be carried on so that people 
may be able fo have nutritious fmal and. a balanced diet. 

.^aulvi ABDUL WANED: (The member sjmke in Bengali of 

"which the following Is an English translation: — 

1 

Mr. Speaker, Sir. with your permission I propose to say a few words 
regarding my district, + Mymensingh, in connection \vith the cut motior 
brought up by my friend Mr. D. P. Xhaitan. r 

Now-a-days my district has become an abode of malaria and kala- 
azar. In the tw'o unions adjiicent to mine nearly half the po])ula- 
tion died i»\ the course of the last two y'ars. Want of food is onby 
equalled by the scarcity of drinking neater. The tube-wells sunk by 
the District Boards are generalli sunk in the liouses of big people and 
the poor Have no access to them. It is for these reasons that malaria 
has spread so much' in those i)arts of the country. There is no arrange- 
ment for medical aid. The inhabitants cannot obtain even a pill of 
quinine. A huge number of i)oor ciilt'ivators suffer and die without 
any tr(*atment ever\ year. 

I noticed that tw'o years before not even 50 patients would come 
every" day to the two (diaritable dispensaries near my^ 1 ouse at Gouri- 
pur and Kamgopalpur. Now as many as eight or nine hundred pati“iits 
come there every day for medicines. There are a few' sanitary inspectors 
who do not appear to know' anything more about medical treatment 
than one injection which they w'ould apply in all sorts of diseases. 
Qualified medical men ought to be appointed for these places. My 
District Board* is totally indifferent to this matter, so the people of my 
area are quite helpless. 

AVhilc going a fe^’ days ago to attend a public meeting I saw* on 
my way that all the members of every family were down with fever 
and that there was none to look after them or their cattle. This sight 
caused a terrible revulsion wdthin me and I felt very miserable to 
think under what civilised Government we w’ere living? 
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Mfi ABDUR RAHMAH 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir/l kave been 
trvi^ig lo follow the debases <in this House as attentively and carefully 
as" possible and the impression left on my mind of all thai^we have been 
talking can be described in one word — neglect. *lt seems that the order 
that has passed away did indeed look^after itselt^ but ,piid no attention 
to things that did matter. We have been talking? about education, 
about siinitation, and almost all the% items that have been discussed do 
tell us that those in wliose hands was the destiny ol this province did 
not. perform tieir task to the satisfaction of the people of this province. 
We have now goj tto start afresh. We have got to build de noro, 
and unless all of us combine, the Gp{K)sition as well as the Cabinet and 
Worl^with one mind td serve Bengal and ^to see that whatever is 
possible is done for the poorest citizen of this proviiu'e — iiiid until we 
look at tilings fi/im that point of view, — our divided etiorts will not 
lead us to the idesired goal. In the discussion to-day the Honourable 
Menilier representing tlu^Indian Chamber of Commerce luu? strimk a 
new note, a, very important n'ote regarding the gjwil towards which th^ 
whole world is moving.* The ‘Leiigue oi Nations is paying attention 
to it and India too, in its own way, is, cflutributing her little mite., 
Sir, the death roll in India can he definitely, lovfered. A large number 
of deaths, •as 4 have heard from medical men Vlio know, is due to 
malnutrition. As tlie Honourable Member Infs jHiinted out, the same 
rice and fi'sh which has mad^ Japan fit. to compier the world, keep the 
people of Bengal emaciated and hungry-kxiking. He is not .s^itisfied^ 
eNon with the faces of the members of this House. We have been 
hearing of a word called “vitamin.’^ There are men in (■alcntta— a 
noble band of scientists, whicli is carrying on researiduon Nutrition 
and in Bio-Chemistry which, if encouraged by Government, may lead 
us if not to the millenium, then certainly on the v-ay to it. This 
band, working at the Indian Institute ^for Medical Research, was the 
first to take up nutritional work on a planned and sysfeinatio basis. 
A" tile budgeted amount is small, may I sjiggest jt to the ilon’ble 
Minister in charge, that instead of distributiag it among many it will 
be wiser to ctmceiitrate joii one group and get the best results. Fight 
disease on tb^ one side and add to the stamina of the people on the 
other. Then alone can we hope for a better d^y and a healtdiier 
Bengal. 


The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI; I should Jiko to say 
a few words with regard to the discussion in genertil Indore I deal with 
the particular speeches of individiial honourable memners. In the dis- 
cussion, generally speaking, all have laid stres<j more or less upon the 
inadequacy of the measures taken by the Public HealtJi Department. 
I frankly confess tlfht piblic health organisation in this country is yet 
in its infancy, and furthermore I admit that the funds that are avail- 
able for public health purposes are too inade(][uate. After all, Sjr, it 
is a question funds, but we do not see why with the funds at our 
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disposal we cannot \^ork in a better way. I am sure that with the 
co-operation of the public in general, and qt the local authorities in 
particuhir, milch more can be done with the resources at ou^ disposal. 
It is organisation, oo-ordination and propaganda that are absolutely 
necessary for ^tting‘the best value of the monejr that we are now 
spending out of the provincial revenues. 

Dr. Gobinda Chandra Bhawmik has complained of the inadequacy 
of the sanitary organisation. I admit, Sir, that the organisation that 
we have got at present is not adequate for coping with the health 
problems with which we are faced and tliat -this entire matter is now 
under the (onsideration -of (jovernment, and I hope I shall be Un a 
position to tell the Hous^ almut t*he reorganisation scheme at the next 
^ budget session of the Assembly. I tliink Dr. Bhawmik spoke- about 
malaria and alniut the 'silting up of the rivers and breeding of mosquitoes 
therein. ^These facts are well kno\\ui and any attempt at combating 
-iiiaWia must also take into consideration, the question of the drainage 
of the country and resbsc-Hation of the dead and dying rivers of Bengal. 
That increases the magnitude of the problem and we have to take into 
'^ consideration that aspect of the question. 

Then, Sir, my hoiiourable friend Mr. Prabhudayal Himatsingka 
began by saying that prevention is better than cure : nobod^^ denies it 
and I feel that we should jiay. more atteiition to the preventive side 
than to the curative side and the public health organisation is mainly 
intended fol' that purpose. In fact at present the public health 
organisation has no curative side^ at all. It is mainly concerned with 
the preveutiye work. He has spoken about the school hygiene and 
the medical examination of school children and oo forth. I think steps 
lire now being taken and have been taken for some time past in this 
matter and I take '’note of iti and shall see if we can increase our 
activity in this direction. It has been said also that by ascertaining 
the mv-'n causes of bad , health and by propaganda in co-operation 
with the local authorities we can achieve very good results. Well, 
Sir, steps are being taken by the Public HeaUh Departipent to ascer- 
tain the root causes of the bad health of the country and we are 
ca<rrying on propaganda within our means in co-operation with the 
local authorities. If more funds be available certainly our activities 
in this direction will be increased. 

The. other thing on which stress has been laid is with regard to 
food. On this 'question, Sir, two points have been urged. First it 
has been said that we should start research for ascertaining the food 
value of the different prticles and after we have done that it may be 
found that within the means of the poor people of the country they 
may have a balanced diet which will give them better health than they 
are enjoying at present. I may tell the House foi; its information that 
Government have agreed to a nutritional survey for Bengal at a total 
ultimate expenditure of Rs. 33,056 to be spread overt. 4 years.^ The 
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Nutrition Advisory (Committee appointed by the Ihdian Research T'und 
Association drew attention t^l the need for a preliminary survey of the 
state of ntJtrition in relation to dietary habits, and in September, 1936» 
the Government of India proposed that a survey should be wirried out 
by the local Govennuents in every province on fhe lints indicated by 
the Committee. The Government of Bengal accepted the suggestion 
and an officer of the Public Heahh Department was selected and 
deputed to Coonoor for receiving training for the purpose. A provi- 
sion of Rs. 2,155 has been proposed lor the ciirrenl year, and as soim 
as the amount ha^ b^en voted, the survey will be taken up by the 
officer who has received his training at (hionoor.* 

N. . 

I quite apiireciate the suggestion that has been madeain this respect 
and I entirely agree with the honourable speaker that it is not a 
question of* ricli 8r jioor but it is a question* iftf knowledge ver,wit 
ignorance. There may be, food near idboui our home whose *uilue we- 
do not (piite ap])reciate no^ and it may be that after research we iffay* 
come to the •comdusion that a Jbalam'ed diet roiif^isting of articles of 
food that w’e have got near abouf our homestead or wliicli w^e may 
produce by cultivation without .much coM will^ give us better and 
inqiroved health. So it is of vital importance tjiat activities in this. 
dir(‘etion will be continued and I hope it will yive us hetti'r results. 

I may say just a w’ord oi* two regar(ling malaria, i have already 
communicated to the House the lines of action jiroposed to be takeu j 
regarding malaria, in the course of my speech on the medmal budget. 
Here I would like to say a few w'ords^as to wdiat we j>ropose to do in 
the current year with regard to this matter. The present jmlicy of 
combating malaria is by distribution of (luinine. ^We have allotted 
this year Rs. f)0,000 over and above the normal grant of Rs. 1,40,000 
and we have also allotted the usual sum for anti-malarial measures, 
namely, Rs. 80,000, to be spent through the District BRards whi(ih 
spend it, as many honourable members may k.’iow, through the ’i^nion 
Boards and Co-operative Malarial Societies. That is the provision that 
has been made.for the cu/rent year. ^ 

Then, Sir, (*omplaint has been made with regard to w'ater-su])])lv 
and it has been stated that tube-w’ells are generally sunk in front of 
the houses of rich men and^oor men are alway.s neglected. In regard 
to this provision, it wall appear from the budget ‘this ytar that 
Rs. 1,50,000 more lias been provided for water-^iiipjily in riyal 'areas 
and I think there is an increased jyant of Rs. 50,0(10 {of water-supply 
in urban areas. With regard to sinking of tuhe-wells in front of thfr 
houses of rich men, I may tell the House at once that tube-wells — 
sources of water-supply — are constructed by the District* Boards and 
those tube-wells that *are sunk by District Officers out of the Govern- 
ment grant are always sunk according to the Government circular in 
consultation with the Chairman of the District Board. Therefore the 
complaint cannqj: be entirely against Government or District Officers. 
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In mdst cases local authorities are responsible for the selection of sites. 
There are cases no doubt where Circle ( Officers are responsible* for 
selection of ske but I think the remedy lies ^ not in making complaints 
here in this House but in the hands of the local people. If they be 
sufficiently strdfcig, I think this evil will disappear very soon. Govern- 
ment of course will be prepared always to take steps that no favouritism 
or nepotism is shown to anybody. < 

One other matter I forgot to mention and that is the proposal for 
’establishing co-operative shops, for the sale of good food. I must 
admit that I have very little knowledge of the co-oi)erative movement 
and I hope the Co-operative Department will tal«? note of tl^s. I 
shall how ever M discuss tlie matter with my honourable colleague the 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Department and see if 
anything can be donV«in this direction. That •^nisKes practically the 
general observation with regard to llie pul)[i(; health.' 

Sii‘, let me^turn to the specific question raised by my friend 
Mr. Jasimiiddin Ahmed' about the Tvulti Khal scheme. It I have 
» understood aright, his (•()mj)[aint is that sj)meh()W' or other in sjdte of 
the report of Governibent exi)erts thffs was sanctioned by Government 
in lJ)d5. Sir, it is matter of 19-15 and I have liad no’ o]/portuiiity of 
looking into the mattei-^cairetully. I cannot therefore say whether the 
statement tliai he lias made tlial this w'a.v done against the opinion of 
experts will be corroborated by the records of Government. Apart 
from that fact lie lias admitted that it bad the samdion of Government 
in 19d5 and tlie (V)r])oration consequently was entitled to jiroceed after 
that saiudio,'' was obtained. Now^ wliat I projiose to do in view of the 
very gloomy piclyre the most dejilorable picture that lie has painted 
before us is that 1 will visit the locality myself wdth my friend, some 
I cprcsentutives of the Calcutta Corporation and other gentlemen wlio 
ma\ feel interested; and tlien after going through the record come to 
a dehriite decisym of ny own. That is what 1 propose to do and I 
hope that will satisfy trll concerned. 

The next thing is in regard to what my fidend Mr. Abdul Bari has 
said. He said that Government did not feel it their duty to cope wdth 
tlie smallpox ejiidemic iierhajis in any special area. He also com- 
plained that although I had some exj erience of District Board 
administration but he was not willing to accept my explanation, I 
could not do much better in having niy hands in the preparation of the 
budget. Sir, ‘in regard to the last complaint I can only say that it is 
one thing to ask for more grant for particular purposes and quite a 
different thing to formulate a policy of one’s owui. What I said was 
that tlie budget did not represent any policy wdiich was my own. The 
policy was the policy of the late Government. What I could do 
w^as only to ask for some more money. I can assure tlie House that I 
tried my best to have some more money out of the Finance Minister 
and honourable colleague will I hope bear me out. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

• * I 

1 . 

Tha rion’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: 1 have almost 

finished, Sir. Coming to the complaint about\smallpox, I was told 
by my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Bari that he had ^een a member 
of the District Board for quite a number of years, for a period much 
longer than I myself was a member of the District Boiird and it is not 
unknown to him I presume that it is not only the duty of the Govern- 
ment but also of the District Board to oope with this epidemic. I do ^ 
not, as I liave started, disown for a moment the responsibility of the 
Gove^ment in this matt^er but what I am goiiig to state is that the 
preset policy 4^ Government is that Ihe Distinct Board dUike the entire 
responsibility and Government gives a certain grant to the District 
Board and* the District’ Board’ generally have g<ft the necessary staff 
for vaccination *and for other pur^ses. Now, Sir, whenever there is 
an outbreak of any epideitiic disease in any district it is the duty of 
the Chairmafti of the Dijitrict Board to ask *foi* assistance from the 
Public Health Department. T think the District Board of Murshida- 
bad never asked fair any assistapce. (A 'voice ^ They did ask for* 
assistance \^'hic!i was denied.) .Whatever they cpiked for 1 liope they 
received from file Pulilic Health Department.^ (A yoke: They did 
not.) flf my statement is inr^orrect I stand correided, but that is what 
generally haiipens and 1 think that is ’exactly what Itajfpened in this 
particular instance too, but <f the Imnourable member says. that it was • 
not complied with I accept that statement and T stand corrected to 
that extent. Government can certaii>ly be blamed to that extent in 
not complying with the requisition of the District Board without valid 
grounds. But the matter was not at all put in this blouse in tliat way. 

• • 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of ordeV, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister has (piite vehemently a.ssei^ed one^ point On'S then 
when he is questioned turns somersault. I do* not know if a member 
of Governmen^^ is allowed to do it. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAJR BA8U: Somersaults are points of dis- 
order not order. 

% ^ 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED /IAU8HER ALI: tit may be my 

information is not correct. I would like to be corrected by my friends 
in the House, if I am incorrect. * 

* 

Now, Sir, I think I should make one statement with regard to the 
oomplaint made by my friend Mr. Anukul Chandra Das. He com- 
plained that the Cidcutta Corporation is responsible for creating 
nuisance in the District Board of Jessore — mean 24-Pargana8 — I 
34 • 
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cannot forget the district of Jessore. However, Sir, I must say with 
due deference to my honourable friend ^hatf this complaint has .been 
brought to rfty notice for the first time he/e and now. A .conference 
was held recently in connection with the flooding of the area there 
— 1}je lionourable mo^'er Mr. Anukiil Chandra D&s who happens to 
l)-3 the \'ice-Chairnian of the District Board — and the Chairman, 
Rai Bahadur Jogesli Cliandra 8en, were j^resent in that confer- 
enc<3. Xoiie of them ever complainc'd of these things nor was this 
]^oint raised by any of the experts present tliere. So war had no oppor- 
tunity of knowing anything about this matter'. Still I assure my 
friend Mr. Anukul Chandra Das that I will look into the matter as 
carefully as possible with the h.dp of the t^xperts'*^ of my dep-i^’iment 
as well as of the department in charge of my Hon’bie Colleague the 
Maharaja and will vsee that by amicable arrangen^ent, if necessary, 
between ,,ihe Calcutta Corporation and the District Board of the 24- 
Jhwganas, the grievance, if any, riiay be r,^!moved. 


Mfi Khwaja SHAHABUDDINs What attitude the Hon’bie 
Minister will take if, the Calcutta Corporation do not agree to come to 
a settlement? ' ^ 


The Han’ble Mauivi SYED NAU8HEP All: 1 have no reason to 
apprehend any such conting(*nc\ and being in charge of the Depart- 
ment of Local Self-(TO\ eiaiment hope 1 shall be in a position to settle 
any dispute ‘between one local authority and another. 

One word and' 1 concdiide. Mr. Abdiil Wahed from Mymen- 

singh has coniplailied ot malayia in Muiiensingh. 1 am lully cojiscious 

of the prevalence of malaria in Mymensingh and special steps are being 

takeUrtfor that district. 

(, ' 

With these remark?^ Sir, I <x)mmend my demand for acceptance of 
the House and recpiest my friends to withdr^iw their cut motions. 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHAUMIK: In view of the assur- 
ances given by the Hon’bie Minister J beg to withdraw my motion. 

Mr. PRABHUOAYAL HIMAT8INGKA: Sir, in view of the 
plethora of assurances I beg to withdraw my motions. 


Mauivi ABDUL HARI; I beg to withdraw uiy motion. 

The motion standing in the name pf Fr. Gobinda Chandra 
Bhaumik and the motions Nos. 562 and 563 standing in the name of 
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Mr. Prabhudayal Himatsingka and the motion I?o. 569 in the name 
of Maulvi Abdul Bari weVe ilhen, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion that a sum of Rs. 32,85,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “39 » — Public Health” was put aijd agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till t3-45 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
1st September, 193T, at tbe Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legisli^ve Assembly assembled 
under thd provisions of the Government of India A^tf 1935. 

t 

The AssEalbLY mtft in the A&§erahly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the Ist September, 19*37, at 3-45 p.m. 

( 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. A^izul Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleven ITon’bl^ Minisleis a»!i(l 215' meinbei n. 

'^UNSTARRED QOESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid 'on the table) 

t 4 

Placing of the services of Jhe typists and copyists of the civil courts on 
' salaried * basis. 

' ‘ » '* 

61 . Rai HAREKDRA. NATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble Minister in char^»'e qf the ^ludivial Hepariment lie pleased to 
state why no effect has been f^iven lill now lo the Res(dution carried in 
Ihe Ben^iil Tjet’islativo Council on the 4th Auj^ust, 1928, reconnnending 
that the services of the typists ijnd copyists la* pla(‘ed on salaried basis? 

(h) Hav1^ the (Fovernnient niad<‘ any inquiry to ascertain what 
(xtia eslablishiner.t char^-c's woubl be re(iuire*d in the ditt'erent depart- 
ments to p'ive eftVet to the Kesidutioji? 

(c) Tf what are the results of such inquiries? 

MINISTER'in charge of JIIDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
ME NTS (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) and (h) It was decided after inquiry that no actiqn could be taken 
,in view of the fiaancial loss involved if a sufficiently large staff were 
to be entertained so that there wmuld not be undue delay in prepara- 
tion of copies. The vSpecial Officer appointed last year to inquire into 
the qu^'stion of staff in civil courts has also reported on the subject and 
his report is undpr consideration. 

(c) It w'as foughly estimated thkt the total extra annual cost for the 
Judicial, Revenue and Registration Departments would be about Rs. 5 
lakhs. , 


Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: When did the special officer 
submit his report, and when will the considerati5)n of it by Government 
be finished? 
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TIM Hon’bltt Nawab MU8HARRUFF H0S8MN, Khan BabCdur: 

It iy in the answer that tiie sjiecial officer appointed last year to enquire 
into the (^estion of staff has also reported, and I have nothing further 
to add. 

• 

Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: In the last, sentence of the 
answer (a) and (6), it is mentioned* that the special offit'er appointed 
last year has also reported on the subject. I want to know whether 
the special officer appointed later on is the same officer who wtxs 
appointed previously f 

Th^Hon’b]£l^wab MUSHARRCFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I have got only tWn sections of the answer, and 1 cannot say anything 
definitely oti the point.,* 

Babu NACENDRA N^TH SEM: What k the name of the oll^jer 

who made tire enquiry F , * 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF ‘Hb88/\IN, Khan Bahailur: 

That also I cannot suv. 

• • 

Maulvi ABDUL BARI: Js it a fact that since 11)28 the number 
of staff of c()p\ists luid ty])ists has been sufficiently reduced^ 

• • 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AINp Khan Bahadur: 

I want notice. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Has the'llon ble Minister 
considered the possibility of maintaining, a minimufii staff on salaried 
basis P 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOBSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

If you ajipoint, these people on a salaried ba.sis, ^*‘*''‘* bi spiuid 

rupees five lakh^ more. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; I ask the Hon ble Minister to 
let the House know whether a minimum staff' of cojiyists am# tyjiists 
can be engaged on salaried basis, 'others being engaged on pieye sjstem 
when there is pressure of work. Has that been considered P 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOBSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

This via media was qever thought of before. 

Maulvi ABDUL bArI: What is the average income of a typist or 
copyist in a civ^ court? 
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The Hon'bl* NaWab MU8HARRUFF H0S8AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want notice. 

f 

Mfi JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister now 
prepared to cdhsider ‘'the vm tnedia as otherwise many persons will 
serve as copyists .and typists all through hut will not be entitled to 
any of the benefits of permanent ^service? 

The Hen’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

It is a request for action. ^ ' . 

Mfa J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: What are th^ specific “^aatters 
in the report that are being considered by Government? 

The Hon’ble Navifab MU8HARKUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I Want notice. * 

BabU NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Is ihe report of the special officer 
confidential ? 

The Hen’ble Nawal?, MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, khan Bahadur: 

No; as far as I know, it is not confidenliql. t 

BabU NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Is 'the remuneration of typists 
and copyists sufficient? 

i 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

They get living wage. 

P/inciple of nomiijation in the Local and District Boards. 

62. Mr. CHARU' CHANDRA ROYj {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and liocal ,^elf-Government 
Department be pk*aHed to state the princijile on which Government 
nominations to Local Hoards and District Boards are made? 

(h) ^s tlie Hpn’ble Minister aware of the public feeling against the 
recerp nomination to the District Boerd of Mymensingh from amongst 
the meiiihers of this 'House only? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons? 

{d) Is the Hon’bh Minister aware that in recent nomination to the 
Tangail I^ocal Board — 

(i) three memliers were nominated by the Government from the 
Tangail thana; and ^ 

(t?) no member has been nominated from the Basi^il thana? 
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(e) Ifl the Hon’ble Minister also aware that hi the Tangail Cocal 
Boafd — , • 

(t) there are Iwo elected members from the Tangail thana; and 

{ii) only one 8U(‘h member from the Basail tli-ana? 4 

(/) Are the Government eonside/in^ the desirafnlity of making 
equitable distribution in future nominations? 

* 

MIHI8TER in, Charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF- 
— COy|RNMENT DEPARtMENT (the Hon’ble Maulvi 8yed Nausher 
All): X!^^‘^‘^d(*iple of uominatitm is mauily to secure association, 

in the local boui^* >iti y>iiiisti‘a1 ion of officials and other persons specially 
fitted for iir^ipointment /cs menfbers and to securj^ the representation, 
wherever possible, of minorities of importance w'hose claims have not 
been safeguarded by resewation o*f seats under vsection lOA of ^^the 
Local Self-Government Act, and who have not jl)een able to secure' 
representation by election. * 

(h) No. 

(c) Does^nok arise. 

{(h (i) Two im'inbers besidit's the Gircle Offitnu’ who is e.r officio 
nominee, were nominated frofii Tangail ^lolice-station. 

{ii) Yes. 

(c) {i) and (?/) Yes. 

<f) In view of tlie principle explained in the answer i(x {a), no con- 
sideration of ecjuity as iregards territorial distributjon arises in the 
matter. 

A Mombor: With reference to an.swer (a), are the sclnfduled castes 
considered a minority community, and if <so, have the claUns of 
scheduled castes candidates to nomination been. favourably considered? 

The Hon’bte Mauivi 8YED NAUSHER All: The sdii^duled 

castes are generally considered to be a niinority com^iiunity of ilnpo^t^ 
ance and their claims are considered at the time of nomination. 

A Member: Is it the policy /)f Government to nominate defeated 
candidates? * • 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI:, There is no bar to 

the appointment of a defeated candidate, but personally, speaking, I 
do not like to appoint defeated candidates. 

Mr. Khwaja SHaAabuddiN: May I know the reasons why the 
Hon’ble Minister does not like to appoint defeated candidates? 
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tIVe Hoii’ble Mmilvi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The reason is 
palpable. When a constituency has given? a verdict against a man *11 is 
not desirable* that the same man should be nominated. (Hear, hear, 
from the Opposition.) 

1 • 

V 

Mr. A. M. ABOUL HAMID: How many members of this House 
have been appointed P 


The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI:. I think four. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Is it hot a f^ct t^t the 
‘ principle and policy of nomination in^the adminvj^:c*ti6n of local bodies 
have failed to achiev^:^ purpose for which- it was introduced. . 

^he Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8H.ER* ALI: That is too big a 

question for me to give Min opinion , off-hand. * * 

Mr. P. BANERilli Is the II oni)le Minister considering to do 
away with the system of nomination? * 

c 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: That is under my 
consideration* '• 

4 

Mymensingh-Tangail Road. 

r 

63. Mr. AMRjTA LAL MANDAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the t'onimunicat ions and Works Department considering the 
desirability \)f taking steps for the (‘onii)letion of the Mymensingh- 
Tangail Hoad without dlelay? 

MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS^and W0RK8 
DEPARTMENT jthe Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chanda Nandy, of 
rilasimbazar) : Yes. The work on the road in respect of bridging 
which has been taken in liand is expected io be completed by the end 
of 1939.1 

c c 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED lALI: When will the work of 
metalling the road between Mymensingh and Tangail be likely to be 
taken up? ^ 

e 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I cennot give any definite date, but I may say that as this is an 
important route we ere trying to expedite matters, * 



.1937.] 


QUESTIONS. 


Road Development Projects of Myrnlnsinghi 

64. Mr. ABUL H08AIN AHMED: (a) Will the >Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Communications and 'Works Department be 
pleased to state — • 

(i) the amount of money placed at the dispose*! of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal on the ret'ommendation of the lload 
De\%lopment Board for the year l9?n-38; 

(n) the projects o*n which the said amount is proposed to he spent ; 
(itt^^he amount, proposed to he spent on the Mymensingh-Tangail 

(iv) the, perio^l within wliich* tlie Mymensinfjli-Tangail Hoad is 
likely lo be completed and 

iv) the amount of estuuite forMhe construction of hridji'cs lH‘t\yecn 
Kalihati and Tangail? ^ » • 

{b) Will the lion’hle ilinistcT be pleasetl to slate whether (ioverii- • 
inent are contem])lating taking^ u]) otlier sanctiouiMl projects of the 
district? * 

(cjp If so, w'lieii and which project is projiosed to he taken U)) tirst? 

* « » 

The Hon’ble Maharaja DRIS CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

in) (?) No alloi'ation of funds for the year 19dT-38 has \el been made 
b\ the Governini'-nt of India. 

% 

(ii) and (///) The amount winui ri'ciMved will hi‘ cri'dited lo llie 
current Hrovincial Account and spei*t on th<‘ various sanctioned 
sclieines taken up for execution.* Annual grants nrade by th(‘ (iovern- 
ment of India are not set a])art lor exjuuidilure on spiM'ifit^d projects. 

(??;) Tile work on the roml in rcsjiect of bridgin^;^ which Irts been 
taken up in hand is expeitiul to Ik* confpleled 1A’ the (uid of 1939. 

(r) The aiiTount is roughly estimated at Hs. U,‘JH,999. 

and (r) Tlie HroNincial Board ot ('onimunications have vej^y 
recently apjiroved of a jiroject for im])rofing the road bctw’oen 
Muktagacha and Tangail, *Thc work cannot howcMU' f»c taken up until 
this project is approved by the Govcrnmmit of Indfu and ffntil the 
detailed estimate is prepared and .sanctioned by the Jfcngal Government. 

» » 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL; Is the lion hie Minister aware 
that in the budget just presented there are lists* on page 148 of roads 
that are to be taken «p by the Communications and Works Department 

or by District Boards from the Hoad Development Fund? 

< 

Mr. 8PEAI$ER: I think he is erapposed to be aware of that. 
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Ol« NALINAK8KA 8ANYAL. My point is that there is a specihc 
provision for the year 1937-38 in the budf^et 'and that the Govemiiient 
of Indian, do Aot come in in that connection as has been stated in the 
answer. 

The Hofi’ble M^aharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

The question specifically mentioned the year 1937-38 and as such I 
have replied that funds have not yet been allotted. 

* 

DTi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Is the Hoii’ble Minister aware 
that under Hoad Development wo7ks to be carried out .by District Bfr'ards 
with prrants-in-^id there «i8 an it^ *‘Mymen8ingh-l''a^aiW.Hu^” for 
‘ which Hs. 3,45,000 was sanctioned . and a scfiTonu item “Tan^ail- 
Myniensinoh Road” ^^^r which Rs. 50,000 have, beew provided in the 
budget. Is he aware that this budj^et has already b^en under consi- 
derajljon and taken up by Government and ‘that money has been pro- 
vided for? » * 

* The Hon’bie Mahar^aja 8 ris CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I am afraid I cannot ,ans\Ver without e reference to the budget. 

A Member: What amount do the Gpvernment of Bengal expect 
to get from v'l>e Government of * India for Road Development? 

« ► 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It is not a question of expectati(‘m but one which entirely depends on 

the Government of India ^ 

♦ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANyAL: Is the Hon’bie Minister aware 
that the Mymensingh-Tangail Road is a portion of the main route and 
not a diUbreiit loute? ^ 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I want notice. * » 

A MEMBER: How many Road Development Schemes are now 
before Government? 

The Hon’bie jyiaharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

I want notice. 

A Member': Is there any scheme for Midnappre? 

The Hon'Me Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NAltOY, vf Kasimbazar: 

I submit this has nothing to do with the main questioi^. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid you cannot drag*the Hon ’hie Mjfii«(er 
froill Mymensingh to Midnapore all at once. (Laughter.) 

' ' i 

A MEMBER: ^When will the Tangail-Myrnensinii’li Project be 
taken upP ^ # 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8Rt8 CHANDRA HANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

I think a portion has already been undertaken and the rest will be 
taken up gracfually. 


Delay in answering questions. 

Al-haJ Maulana d1^8ANAULLAH: Mr. Speaker, I wani <n know, 
Sir, whether Rules 22 dnd 23 of the Asscinblv RuVs and Standing Orders 
are observed more in the breach than in their observance. Those Itnles 
are mandatory and they enjoi'i that a question' shall be answered \wihin 
16 days from the date oh which ryitice is given."* I have given notice 
of some questions on the 4t]» and 5th of the, last month, none of them 
has yet Wn answered, hut regarding many others I liave not yet hwn 
even inforifiediwhether they haVe been allowed hr not. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I seridusly object to your remark that tlie Rule 
is honoured more in the breaidi than in its observance, t cannot allow 
you to make such a statement. Members are expectud to be present ii 
the Assembly when it is in session and to keep theitfcelves informed o 
important rulings from the (’hair. If Dr. Sanaullah ws a bit more 
attentive and had atteirtled at the time when 1 gaye a ruling on this 
point he would have heard me^say that the fiftee;i days’ notice does 
not mean that a question will.be answeretl within 15 days of its receipt. 
It means that he must give notii'e of 15 days so that the question may 
be admitted by that time. Rut after that tiie jicrii'^l of timff’ which 
will be taken by (jovernment to answer the (plestion is not sjiecitically 
stated in the •Rules and" Standing (jrder.s ami ,;is sm h I cannot lielj) 
any member unless and until the House makes a change in the Rules. 
This matter is going to be settled by a C’omiqittee which will soon be 
convened. But until that is done, it is not open to the f’hair to compel 
a Minister to answer a paiticular que.stion within any specifi/; time. 

Al-haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: My point ’is that (iovernment 
has been taking an indefinitely long period to answer (questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As I have already said I cannot )ielp members 
in this matter at present; but i hope members may not be so impatient 
in this, the first session of the Assembly. They should realise the diffi- 
culties not only of thS Assembly Department but of Government Depart- 
ments as well—although those Departments do not concern me in any 
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way. As I have already said I had to send 300 questions to the 
Admiiiistrative Departments, en bloc. Considering the staff and time 
at our ijsposd and also the fact that members send questions all at a 
time, I hope my frievd would have some patienee to wait for the 
answers, but ift I find that there has been an inordinate delay I will 
certainly draw the attention of the Minister concerned. 

a 

Defective acoustic oontfition in the Chamber 

MFi ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May I t[tke the libeity tq 
brin/jf to your notice a ‘rrievance^in which, h am spre, every ^cfiiber 
of this aup‘UHt( Asseniblv^ will sujiport me? The of this 

House are becominp* a nuisance. I have been Waiting to bring this to 
your notice, but unfdttunately, I did not get ail opportunity. It may 
be that ycu will consult the Governipent Architect or the Public Woi ks 
pepifrtment Experts so that they may suggest some remedy; but tlie 
remedies that come td m*y mind are .that if two rostrums are placed in 
the House one to the righ^t and the other to the left of the Sec'retary 
we shall perhaps be aye to get over the difficulty, it that is not pos- 
sible tlien 1 i)ropose that microphones' be introduced iijto this House. 
We considei- ourselves tc b<‘ suflicientlv advanced and I do not see why 
science should not be brouglit into the cervice of this ChambeW If 
none of these ’suggest ions is acce])ted, then you, Sir, and the Depart- 
mental Heads may be able to find out somt^ other remedy. But it is a 
fact that whe?i the Chief Miiiist(‘r or any other Minister makes an 
important anvouncemeiit or statement of policy, this side of tlie House 
hears nothing. You have on occa‘4ions asked .-iiembers to lower their 
pitch of voice, but I have seen the ('hair saying “I am sorry, [ could 
not hear you,” or am afraid I coiild not catcli you.” W(‘ should 
take steps td get over the difficulty whicli lias laeome a verital)le 
uuisaiKfj. . 

t 

Mr^ SPEAKER* I think it would be better tt) place all your 
grievances to the ( ommittet^ whicli is proposed to be* convened verv 
soon. 

THE Budget of the government of Bengal 

FOR 1937-38. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

40— Agriculture and 41— Veterinary. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH^ Bahadur, of Dacca: 

On the recommendation of His Excellency^ the Governor^ I beg to move 
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that a Btan of Rs. 1^,49,000 be pfranted for expeiK^iture under the^eads 
“40— Agriculture” -^nd ^‘41— Veterinary,” ? / 

Sir, aS the time of this^Hoitse is very limited in regan> grant, 

I shall be very bri^f so as to give tiu opportunity to other membera to 
speak. The House is aware that tl|e time at our disposal is very 
limited and that I have not been able to place any^scheme befoi'e this 
Assembly. This budget is more or, less a legacy ot the old Govern- 
ment, and I think that tlie House would not like me to place before 
it iIl-conceiv(^d schemes which may be defective and may materially 
affect the prosper^'ty' of the people of this Province. (Dr. Sanyal: 

you sleeping? — ) No you might have been — (Dr. S.\nyal: But ' 
you iiHli J ULli ill, money and we hiTve not.)^ Now, Sij*, I want to go 
into the whole queM^ of the working of this department. As the * 
House is ftwere, d am new to the subject, and, T could not in such a 
short time preyfare any scheme until I knew that thoroughly. There- 
fore I have not been aUe to place any fresh proposals before^jthis 
Assembly. *l quite realise that the grant is hopelessly inadequate. 

In my examination of the department I like to place before this House 
certain aspects v/hich, T thinks should 'be placed before it. One is^ 
that this (Jej)artmcnt had nevei had a Fairy /lod Mother as other 
departments liave. 1 do not wish to say anything else of the late Oov- 
erniwnt, dnit it seems to ipe that this* dejmrtment was never consi- 
dered sympathetically by the jirevious' Government. Wlien there was 
an economic depression in -this country, a Retrenchment Committee y 
was appointed and the axe fell heavily on this department. Most of 
the retrenchment was in tlie Agricrtltural Department. Therefore I 
fully realise that this department has not Wen able to serve the purpow^ 
tor which it has been created. That is for the ben^^fit of the cultivators 
w)io represent 80 per c^uit. of the population of the Province. Secondly, 
Sir, I wish to tell tlie House that agricultural education in- this Province 
is absolutely nil. We are in tlie unfortunate position to-day^ that it 
is impossible to find anyone who is. capable of being taken in this 
department with an agricultural knowledge of any kind. We asked 
tlie Public Seavice Commission sometime ago to give us some men for 
the Subordinate Agricultural Service and out of the 29 candidates the 
Commission rejected every one on the grouifd tlial they had not the 
requisite qualifications. Then, Sir, the condition of Bengal is quite 
different from that prevailing either in the Punjab or anywhere else 
where agricultural education is given to the pimple. Even^if we have 
to take men from outside they vill not be quite suftable for Bengal, 
because if you take a man from *he Punjab he knows more about cotton 
and wheat but nothing about jute and other crops which concern Bengal 
itself. In answering a question I said the other day that it is my 
desire tWt we should have men from Bengal taking their proper place 
here. But unfortuiately if nothing is done to impart agricultural 
education to otir young men we will liave no other alternative but to 
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tak^'^eople from outride, alf hough they will be second rate men. In 
the shrae way the department is supposed io give advice and help 
to ciiliixatorsfj In regard to that, I must sdy that the department has 
failed, because we have not sufficient demonstrators and other agri- 
culturists who are fit ^o place facts before cultivators for their benefit. 

On the research side the department has done much and very useful 
work. Itut it is very unfortunate, that with the research done by the 
department, it is not possible to benefit the cultivators, the reasons for 
which 1 have already stated in the Assembly. I have jiTst formulated 
a comprehensive scheme on which I have had the adyice of experts and 
it is now in the hands of the Finance Minister. I am sorry I ca^mfJT**^ 
give you full details as it has not yet had the Unction of r^j,(;oi^^agues. 

But I must say in this connection that no schft3??^«<!anreither be com- 
pletely comprehensive or absolutely correct; I can assure '.you, how- 
ever, on the floor of this House that I will do my utmost for the uplift 
of tj>e agriculturists and that although I am a zaminder I am proud 
to say that I am a servant of the public, and as such — (Dr. Santal ; But 
your zamindary has gone to the Court of Wards.) That might be so, 
but I shall prove later on to my honourable friends where my zemindary 
should go 


Mfi SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I must tell you that you must have 
some respect Jpr the ruling of your leader who ruled in my absence that 
running commenis are not permitted. I admit that running comments 
may be sometimes lively and useful but it must not be such as to hamper 
the normal course of debate. 


Dr. NALINAK&HA SANYAL: Sir, I rise on a point of order. 
The ruling which' you gave,, the other day, applies to the Chief 
Minister and to the Leader of the Opposition. Is it your ruling, Sir, 
that it vppli-8 to everybody? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It does not apply to thp others, but I think the 
way in which you make running comments in the cou7se of a speech 
c;;eates a disturbauvx? in the mind of the member concerned. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ! How is the Chief Minis- 
ter concel'ned ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal wa' referring to the ruling which I 
gave that the Leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition 
should not be interrupted while speaking, under any circumstances; 
and Dr. SanyaFs point is whether he can interrupt anybody else. To 
that my decision was that sometimes reasonable interruption may be 
helpful, but when one ^oes beyond limits it take^ away all the sweet- 
ness of the proceedings (laughter). 
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^ Tha Hon'bla A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I^et* Dr. Sanya^^*and 

iiiysilf Iry to obstruct eacli other (laughter). 


The Hon’ble Na^ab K. HABIBULLA Bahadur, of Dacca: As 1 

was saying I am a servant of the public and as sucli a* servant of this 
Houwse. (Hear; hear.) 1 am always prepared to ax'cept any sugges- 
ion or any formula which, 1 think,* would l)e reasonable and practi- 
lable lor the amelioration of the toiling millions. 1 am prepart*d to 
accept and incorporate such suggestion in the scheme wliich 1 have 
already formulated. If the Agriculture Department is to serve the 
purpose for which*it has-been created, service to the cultivators, 
then it T?'?lblUut ely essential that the*Departn!ent should be organised, 
more si aft* should bo^'^tv^en to it -and proper facilities for agricultural 
training slTould bb provided. All these are iii*1,he scheme which 1 
have formulated and whicji is uow*^ before the Finam^e Department. 

In regar^ to the Veterinary Department, ‘the same remark aitfilies, 
with greater force becatise, a's ^u will se^, &r, the Agricultural 
budget is Rs, 10,0*3,000 and the Veterinary budget is Rs. 4,84,000, 
't.c,, Rs. 15,49,00rf, This House' can realise, thift this is a very small 
sum of mofteymnd you can not* very well expect the departments to 
work sufficiently well and suihciently t© the interests of the people 
whom they serve 


Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may 1 interrupt the 
Hon’ble Minister and point out to hiM that the budgeted amount is 
Rs. 11,74,000, of whicl^ the voted amount is Rs. 10,05,000 and the 
non-voted is Rs. 1,09,000, so that does not take the amount from the 
Department. • , 

« 

The Hcn’ble Nawab K. HABIBULLA Bafhadurp af Daccaf That 
is for the Chittagong Hill Tracts on which this House or myself has 
no voice. 1 am only tryihg to put those matter# on which this House 
has got a voice. As 1 said before, 1 do not say that I am infallible 
or that my scheme will be absolutely cast-iron; for the benefit of th*e 
agriculturists at large, as i have said, I am always prepared for any 
member of this House or the outside public to put up schen#e to me 
which I can assure them will haVb my earnest copsideration, ^nd^if the 
scheme is practicable, I shall be very pleased to incoj’I)orate it in the 
scheme which I have presented to the Finance Department for its 
approval. As I said before, the time is very sljort, I do not want to 
take up the time of the House in enumerating all the diffibulties which 
this Department hasibeen suffering from. I trust that if I have left 
out anything, the h(^’ble members of the House will forgive me. I 
am sure other members of the House are anxious to speak and 1 should 
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like^to hear what they have to say so that with their help, co-opera- 
tion ?nfl suf?*gestion I may be able to w;orlc the Department the 
(level oj»^nent' of the material prosperity 6f the populatic:^ of this 
Pr()vince. (Applause.,) 

Mauivi ABDML HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move that the demand for 
Its. 15,40,000 for Agriculture and Veterinary Departments be reduced 
by Its. 100 in order to discuss the failure of Government jute pro- 
paganda scheme and restriction of jute cuiltivation by legislation and 
fixing a fair minimum jmce. 

(The mover was delivering his s]H»ech in Bengali.) 

As he rapjied the table, Mr. Speaker said— 

**Maulvi Sahib, I would ask you not to put your'hand oh the table. 
On the Ifisi day T had a bitter experience of it.^* 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: (Co;.\tiiiued his speech in feengali.) 

(At one stage it appf'ar^d that the sp(‘aker was,, being helped with 
suggestions by members of his party in connexion with the dividends 
earned by the shaieholders in jute companies.) 

Moulvi ABDUL LATIP BISWAS: Is the member being 
prompted, ,SirP 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR; Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
may we know whelher the other side of the Houm' take this matter 
as a joke, or are they serious about it ? 

(Cries of “No, No; we take it most seriously” from the Coalition 
Group.) 

(At this stage Mauivi Abdul Hakim reached the time-limit and 
resumed his seat.) 

At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 


{After adjourmnert,) 

1 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am at this di8a(Jvantage 
that I could nojt understand the probably specious arguments put for- 
ward by the mover of the cut motion, as his language is not known 
to me. 

The agitation to fix a minimum price for ji^te started during the 
time of depression when like every one else engaged in trade and 
industry the raiyat suffered in being unable to secure a fair price for 
his product. 
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raiyaC get a reasonably renniii era live price for it without putting the 
price so high tliat it restricts the outlet ^'or jute, or opens the w:.y to 
the cori' petition of substitutes. During the last restriction periods 
the raiyat was given plenty of advice about the growing of rabi crops. 
These crops \<ere ndt really .substitute (Tops for jute, though by 
utilizing land wby h was otherwise lying fallow, they had a possibility 
of compensating the raiyats for loss of production on land which was 
throAvn out of jute cultivation. 

One cannot get away from the simple economic fact that the price 
of jute like that of any other commodity miLst uliimattdy be control led 
by .supply and demand. 

There is oire big factor A\hich 1 mu.st eni])ljjj,ii:*<*^.i.s would 

not a])pear to be rej^lized by this Houi^e. Jute is not a monopoly of 
Bengal. The word “monopoly” i.** used in a very h)ose sense when 
talking about jute, and the fact is often lost sight of that the mono- 
poly enjoyed is de;>;endent on a competitive world orice. With 
currency and other Inleiaiational 'dirfi(‘ulties, there exists to-day a 
greater incentive than th(^re has been in the past to experiment with 
substitutes, (jermany is un examjde in point in producing substitutes, 
hut Bihar and Assam an* active competitors of Bengal in pi’oducing 
large quantities of jute) whilst Java seen.s to he entering the market. 

Any meifsUre therefore of Ihovincial legislation to control the price 
and production of jute in Bengal will he useless unless the provinces 
of Bihar and Assam can Ik* j)ersuaded to work in union with Bengal. 

I ask if it is possible, and I am constrained to leply — No! Thider 
the financial arrai.gements now in force uii'der the (Tovernment of 
India Act, HhT), jhe more jute which the Provinces of Bihar and 
Assam gro\vs the more they will benefit from the distribution of the 
receipts of the Jute Export Duties. Theix* is ample evidence that the 
unilateral systofti of restriction applied to other commodities has 
failed. Take for instance the cases of rubber, tea and coffee. We 
are convinced that auy scheme for fixing minimum piices in Bengal 
would be bound to fail because raiyats in other provinces would send 
jute to Bengal to get the benefit of a minimum price, and they w^ould 
be in the advantageous position of having mo restriction placed on the 
quantity of jute which they might grow. What then would be the 
position .of the Bengal Government if under the minimum price 
scheme, it had +o take over surplus stocks. It would be impossible 
to trace the origin of the jute, and Government would be over- 
whelmed with the prviduee of neighbouring provinces. Therefore the 
scheme is utterly impossible as a Provincial undertaking. 

It is difficult to conceive of any organization which could entirely 
prevent a producer from selling or a buyer fronf* buying at below the 
limit price, if it prove profitable to botli parties to do ^o. 
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Balers, both European and Indian, give out hug^e advances ainaunt- 
g lakhs of rupees ^o enable the Bepary and Fariah ii buy 

ite andch-ing it in from Ae interior. In the event of a# fixture of a 
inimum price, these advances would have to cease, as no individual 
tier could accept thl risk of finding himself in the position of having 
e bulk of his capital out in advances and being prevented from 
lying jute! This would be the position the baler would find himself 
, if consumers in Calcutta and overseas by the laws of supply and 
mand were uiliable to pay the price fixed. I need not stress the 
ct that the cultiv.atbr always needs ready cash. I have said jute 
'tf^ioney crop, ^t is therefore essential that the raiyat should be 
id cask'^ii^+Jie time of delivery of hi#; jute, o4herwise Ijis plight will 
great. 

These ai*^ only • a fo'Cv of the many considerations which would 
nder the ojieratfon of any minimum price scheme extremely idifficult 
perform, there are many t)thers wliich unfortunately I have no tiTtie 
enumerate. • I, therefore, o])pose t^je motion. * • 

> 

Mr. SPEAKERS 1 niiglit at this stage say rtiat T have r<‘(!ei\ed 
mi tlie diflimeiit jiartit's names ^f as many as l(t speakers. I think 
p time at our disposal will m^t ]»ermit me to aVlow so many speakers 
speak, r have theiefore s(dected the ^following members who will 
=‘ak in the order J name them. The names are — 

(1) Mr. Syed .lalaluddin Hashemy, 

(2) Mr. Sasanka Shekhar Sainal, 

(d) Maulvi Hafizuddiif Chowdhury, 

(4) Mr. Debi Brosad Ivhaitan, ^ 

I 

(o) Maulvi Aminullah, 

(G) Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 

(7) Mr. Monmohan Das, ; 

(8) Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, and 

(9) Mr. Shah Abdur Rauf. 

after they have spoken an^’ time remains, I will consider whether 
ball give any further tinie to other members to speak. • 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K, FAZLUt HUQ: Sir, the time allotted to 
s demand is hours. We, too, would want t« say something on 
s motion. * 


Mr. SPEAKER: Lit us see how it develops. I may tell you that 
m allowing only^six minutes to each speaker. 
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8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 
rise ft» support the cut motion moved -^by niy friend MaulV^-'* Abdul 
HakiinS Sir, I think it ia hardly necessary to mention here" that I am 
a cultivator myself — ^‘ultivator not In' birth, not by profession, but 
b> clioice. is needless also to mention here that a plot of land 
consisting* of '10 bighas is cultivated by me — directly under my 
supervision. So, what I will apt»ak here I will speak from my own 
personal experience, and I hope that the Hon’ble Minister will give 
a sympathetic and reasonable reply to what I will suggest and what 
1 am going to suggest. Sir, I did not agrpe with* the jute restriction 
propaganda of Government on principle and also 1 did not agree 
with the prin^'iple of jute restriction because it waa-o-r^^raucted by 
half-educated, ill-educated, circle officers TTlTij did not know what 
the.\ had been preaching all the time. Sir, in coming to* my sugges- 
tions 1c the Hoi;’l)le Minister J will at the outset' say that for the 
bel.efit of the [Knisants of Bengal he should bring the Indian Jute 
Mills Ass(K*iation Hinder the Public Security Act. (Laughter.) This 
Jule Mills Assoi;iatif)n is a dangerous asso(‘ia1ion, more dangerous 
than the (\)iigress a.sociations or the Communist associations. It is 
dangerous to societ;, , jiarticularly it is (hingeroiis to, the peasants of 
Bengal. This Association is eating into the very vitals of the 
peasants of Bengal. If 1 fail to convince tln‘ Hon'ble Minister that 
he should ''(feal with this Association under the Public Security Act, 
then I VTould reiiuest him to declare’ this Association, of which 
Mr. ('ooper is a representative here, illegal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ.: 1 take note Hif your 
suggestion . 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr Cooper while 
speaking ' has suggested about the Fatka Bazar. To my 
mind. Sir, the jute mills . association and the Fatka Bazar are 
twin brothers in re^.jard to their feelings towards the poor cultivators. 
Only one examjde will show how myself and my elder brother were 
cheated by the Jute Mills Association and their agents and sub- 
agmits. Only last year after selling some jute I had about GO maunds 
in stock for sale. My elder brother wrote to me asking my advice as 
to whether it could be sold profitably at that time. The jute market 
(tf Calcutbi then wa‘s Rs. G-4 per maund. But my poor elder brother 
had to sell that GO maunds at Rs. 4 per maund as he was shown one 
telegram sent by some Jbunjhun Wallah or some such person, I do 
not rememW the name, and my brother was made to understand by 
the agents that the jute price had fallen down cousiider ddy and would 
still fall down. My brother apprehending danger of .4 further loss 
was compelled to sell that GO maunds at Rs. M per muund at a time 
when the actual market price was Rs. 6-4. The underlying principle 
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of this jute Fatka Bazar is to mislead people. TJiey send out l^j?u 
ielegtmiiis to their mufasstl a^^ents and the latter show the telegram 
to the market people and fo the sellers of jute: they my tljKit tin 
price of jute has gone down very considerably and may still go down 
Mufassil people, ignorant as they are^ believing^ the# agents am 
sub-agents sell their jute at any price. This organisation, Sir, ii 
there to rob the poor ignorant people. This will not happen if jute ii 
sold at a particular standard price and I entirely agree with m;' 
friend Maulvi Abdul Hakim that the price of jute should be fixed a 
Rs. 10 a maiind. ] do not care for what Mr. Cooper said about iut( 
imported frqjn Bihar and Orissa or Java.* Let them purchase 
jute from vil?/)se plaVes. If the pric<? is fixtM, the m^ltivators am 
sellers of jute will nr,'i-.Vj cheated. by these agents of the Fatka Baza 
or the Jute«Mills’» Ass(viation hr by the aratdav^^*ol ('alcutta. It ii 
only for that reason that we suggi'Vt that there should be a gtamlan 
price fixed and if any association or an^ (*ompany i)urelia8e jute s>i i 
lower price than tlje standard fixed, they shoul^ W ])enalised. 

(The member liaving reached tlie time-linyt resumed his seat.) 

Mr. SASnNMA SEKHAR SAllYAL: It seem* to me that agricul 
ture is^ going on immediate hunger-strike?. TWs by far the greates 
industry of our country has lieen neglected and neglecte/b till it hai 
reached a point of despair an(^a mere allotment in a spirit of patro!mg( 
without consulting the day to day jirobleni.s of agricultuio is nothing 
less than insult added to injury. I cai; understand the indifference o 
previous Governments to the cause of agriculture, but a*Governmen 
flourishing on the sufferance of this House tlie iftajority of whos( 
members are representatives of ryral Bengal to pas*5 on merrily witl 
the costly administration of law and order with only a, tinkering 
reference to agriculture with a few lakhs is not easily toleriiije.^ It i 
not a question of a few lakhs. Wliat is wanted is •a bold ])oiicy 
imagination, a definite, even revolutionary change in the angle o 
vision. The H?»^Tde the Chief Minister has frequently referred t( 
Government’s right angle of vision but 1 would ask for more, tor ; 
straight angle, an angle straight from Dallfousie Square to th 
impoverished and neglected ^oil of the fields of Bengal. We on thi 
side of the Hou.se are accused of being obstructioni.sl;, but I* assur 
you. Sir, we are not such for the* mere fun of i4. ,We feel*an<\ w( 
realise and the conviction grows sjeadily upon us tha^ all* this pom] 
and .splendour of legi.slatures, all these wi.se deliberations and debate 
are of no avail to the dumb millions of peasants*by who.sjp names w 
swear and for whom w^ profess to weep. (Constructive suggestions ar 
asked for and I may give one and a very simple one. 1 will advis 
the Government to go*to the fields and to clasp the plough in a spiri 
of sympathy and active encouragement. The Hon’bie Financ 
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Minister’s pathetic ffigure behind the plough has become weary and 
exhausted. He cannot wield his smallr* machine with any,..‘^ngth 
and coAifidenVe and if Government sincerely desire that a healthy tone 
should be introduced ^nd that new hopes should pe inspired, I would 
advise the H(fh’ble 'Ministers /lot to wait at headquarters stations, 
receiving conventional and insincere addresses but to take regular 
excursions tp the rural areas wiHi a view to inspiring a feeling that 
behind the plough and the ploughman the resources of the State are 
available, that floods need not chill them, that drought^iieed not scare 
them and that Government are ready and prepared to combat and 
conquer the hostile forces of nature. We have our Collectors, Subdivi- 
sional Officers, and CircTe Othcers, our district boards aiw^lochl boards 
and union boards organisation and if we kne^^now to use them, these 
men and institution^^ • with a little imagination*! an! sure fhe lethargy 
and despondency in rural Bengal would be a thing of the past. I would 
^ su^fgest eacli district and subdivision to ,ha/h an agriculture department 
entrusted witli the ta^fek-of studyiiig,,the peculiar problems of the locality 
with a view to getting appropriate crops at minimum cost and con- 
trolling and regulating the price of them. Cultivation must be 
organised, if necessaV’v forced, on a co-operative basis fo tkat the crops 
may become a care of< society and not an affair of individuals. 
Similarly, the storing of grains is to be ar public concern anti marketing 
e State affair. I am not preaching communism. I am still a believer 
in individual ownership, but all the same I do believe that group 
ivorking gives greater strength and efficiency tlian the streng'th of in- 
dividuals put together. Tlie executive and administrative officers must 
go about in the yillages instructing and guiding the tenantry 

(Here the meiivber haviim- reached tin* time-limit lesumed his seat.) 

f 

H/\FIZUDDIN CHOWDHURY; Sir, in support of the 
motion moved by my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Hakim I would like 
to speak a few words. 

Sir, Bengal is, pre-eminently an agricultural province and the wealth 
of Bengal, the stability of its peoi)le and its future are intimately 
bound up with the future of its agriculture. The economic prosperity 
of the province 'must therefore be sought through the prosperity of its 
teeming, tillers of the soil. Beside's this, only a great agricultural 
Bengal will a]l/>w‘ the development of a great industrial Bengal. 

Bengal, Sir, holds a unique position in the world’s market of raw 
materials. Jute is i'ts monopoly. Paddy is grown in abundance and 
a new enterprize has been launched in producing sugarcane as a 
substitute for jute on a vast industrial scale. 

Whatever might be said of her production ‘it is true the land of 
Bengal has lost its productivity for many reasons. ,It is quite up to 
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to the Government to direct its best attention to ^he deteriorate(^ con- 
ditiolKi^and and suggesf wa^^s and means of improving it. Bui from 
the budget we can well understand that no serious attempts have been 
proposed to be made in this direction. The establishment of a few 
agricultural farms liolding occasional ^exhibitioiiit, atte#ided by a gay 
city-lights and men about town is no effective method of procedure. 
This is rather a wrong track. * ... 

Sir, the du^b millions, whom we represent in this Hous'e, should 
not be neglected in |he manner that they had been in the old. We 
vv^yjt the grievance?? of Bengal cultivators in respect of Tenancy Legis- 
lation, education jfnd ecoyomic salvation to be redressed immediately. 

In the budget speech Jhe Hon’ble the Finance Ministt'r in the usual 
common-place way has said “.to lift the masses^ from the depth of 
misery, igiioranoe and poverty to. which they* have sunk”. Mere 
syrnpatlietio lip-service is b/ no avail. ^ 

We find, *Sir, that theye is j^n apparent increase of expenditure in' 
the budget under the head “Agricutture*’. This is due to items of new 
expenditure amouAting to a suj^i of Rs.' f.OO.^lOO. If this sum be 
deducted fr^m ^the total expenditure, we will ht^ve a decrease of the 
sum of Rs. d4,000 in what was expended last ^vear on this head. So 
the Ht)n’ble Ministers in ch^jrge of Finance and Agriculture Depart- 
ments have shown great apathy towanfs the agriculturists and agri- 
culture. • . 

Sir, increased production of crops alone will not help the 
agriculturists. But the minimum price of some of the principal crops 
such as jute and sugarcjAje should be fixed to improve them financially 

Here I shall illustrate some facts of my district, that is, the district 
of Dinajpur. Sugarcane is one of the chief crops that# my district 
produces. The acreage under cultivation in ac^^ding to 

Government re])ort is ^0,()dl acres in my districl, alone, ?.c., 40 i)er cent, 
of the whole of Rajshahi Division. 

• 

We have a sugar factory at Sitalganj carrying o^i production on a 
large scale owned by Me<sr^. Suraj Mai N.;igar Mall. (Vnitracfl^ 
are made every year » with the agriculturists in which 
only the agriculturists are liable to * damag%^? for 
non-compliance of the terms and* that no price is fixed at th^ tkne of 
contract. This has sometimes resulted in the arbitrary# fixation of 
sugarcane price on the part of the^nill authorities. There is a district 
agricultural committee for fixing price of sugarcasie and the committee 
fixed the price at 4 annas 0 pies per mauud last year. B^t in contra- 
vention of the decision of the committee the mill authorities lowered 
down the price ^ 

(Here the mgmber having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 



$B6 .DEMAND EOB GBANT. [1st Sept., 

Mf. DEBI PROSAB KHAITAN: I rise to say a few words iu the 
course*. of this debate especially because /he ‘case of sugarca^p-?^ the 
United ‘^provinces and Bihar has been citerf as a justification for the 
fixing of the m in imunn price of jute in this proving. Nobody will be 
happier than me if if were poss/ble to realise a higher price for jute 
and jute products,^ especially in view of the fact that about 90 per cent, 
of the sale proceeds of jute and pute products come from outside the 
boundaries of India. We get the money from foreign countries and if 
it will ever be possible to realise a higher price for ^jute and jute 
products we should all be very happy; but in considering proposals 
for realising higher price we have got to consider < the practicabfiity. 
As I have already said/the example of sugarcane of the^UBIted ])ro- 
vinces and Bihar has been quoted as a justificCTon ; I believe it is not 
known to the niemh^vs of this House what the 'diffei^ences are between 
jute and, sugarcane. In the case of sugarcane the whole of that used 
by <»he factories in respect of which the hiinimuni price is enforced 
is delivered either af the factory ggte- or at -the weigh-bridges set up 
by the factory at railway stations. No ])ortion of that sugarcane is 
bought by or on acco*ant of the factories in the inferior villages from 
the cultivators and tFansjmrted by merchants or factories o^ their own 
account. It is easy fo,^ the .Inspectors appointed by the Government 
to check the observance of the rule at the few places set’ up by the 
fact-ories for the purpose of buying and taking delivery of sugarcane. 

Another’ very imjiortant factor to be taken into account is that the 
whole of the sugarcane bought is used for the one and the same purpose. 
All the sugaicane goes into the cane crusher and the juice goes into 
the same juice tank and ultimately the juice ‘is evaporated and sugar 
is taken out of it. , But Sir, in the caj^e of jute, different uses are made 
of the different varieties of jute. It is therefore absolutely necessary 
to have f^fff'rent prices for the different qualities of jute that are used 
by the various ‘mills in and outside India. 1 have in my hand a list 
of the different qualities of jute fhat are grown in Bengal and they num- 
ber over a hundred. tThe jute is then purchased not^ at the factories 
nor at the places of the jute dealers but by Farias and Beparies inside 
the villages which are -situated at a thousand different places. The 
quantities of jute that are bought are sn/all in quantity, different in 
quality ^^ontainifig a different percentage of moisture, a different per- 
centajife rf sands, a different percentage of cuttings and mixed with so 
many other things that it is impossible for any Government however 
strong, be it of United States, be it of Egypt, to be able to check the 
observance of the minimum price rules. Then, Sir, how is it possible 
to fix the same minimum price for the different, places when the cost 
of transport to the main centre Calcutta varies from place to place and 
varies again on account of steamer freight and railway freight? No- 
body can say that the same cost of transport exists from two different 
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places: nob^wiy can say that the same price »h()ula be paid f^r the 
aif 0 i^ of jute*. ]^or export purposes, jute is assorted into 

differed qiilmtities and ptfcked in pucca bales. One quaiity of jute is 
known as red vmrk^, another quality of jute fir^t marks and there are 
other qualities as tightenings, he(urts, etc., and tossa^daisee and all 
the diferent varieties of jute go to* complicate the matter further. 


It is not possible that the same price should be paid fbr the best quality 
of jute as for the worst quality. * 


Sir, in the^case of sugarcane, sugarcane growers have been taught 
to grow the Coimhafore variety and no factory takes delivery of any 
kT?W wdiich does belong to the Coimbatore vai^ety. It is therefore 
easy in iifce case of sugarcane to eifforce oife single juinimum price 
prevailing from the wes:^*rn point.of the United Provinces to the eastern 
point of Blliar. in th^ case of jute, diherent pi^es must be paid for 
dift'erent qualities. It myst be rerfiembered, although tliere jjre people 
who laugli at tlie contenticfti, that if a higli price is fixed for jute >liere 
will be ovef’-cultivation., May. I jremind thif^ House, Sir, even at a 
price of •’> annas jier niaund fixed for sugarcane; of what was tlie result 
about the cultivation of sugarcane in the United Provinces and lliharl^ ‘ 
There was«o n^iich over-cultivation that the flovafnments of the Tnited 
Provinces and Bihar and the people of those t'lvy provinces did not know 
what*to dt) with the impro^d variety of sugarcane that was grown 
there. They had to reduce the price of sugarcane from annas to as 
low as d annas to induce Hie sugar factories to continue# work even 
I'fc'yond the season in order that the overcultivated sugarcane might 
even in jiart be consumed by the stfgar factories. Sir^ what would 
iiiappeu in the case of jute if there be over-cultivation either in Bengal 
'.)!• in Bihar or in Assam or in Orissa y As has been pointed out b> my 
honourable friend Mr. ('ooper, flie difticAilty wouhf be that these pro- 
vinces would gain at the cost of our province which will not know 
what to do with the jute for wdiich the minimum pric^ ha?5’iTWn j)aid. 
If as a result we have to lower the minimum ])rice that will not benefit 
the cultivator.s which follows as a matter of course. If we stick to the 
minimum price*that we have fixed, either the Oovernmeni will have to 
buy the .surplus quantity of jute which is left over wdiich wdll meifn 
crores and crores of rupees for Government, or else the cultivators 
will be left wdth that quantity of jut-e to be carried forwayl to the 
next season and grow’ less jute and thereby earn less money. • 

(The member having reached the time-limit resuiped his seat.) 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I risfe to support the motion 
moved by my honourable friend Mr. Abdul Hakim. I (fid not like to 
speak with regard to this motion before I heard the speech of 
Mr. Khaitan. I maf infonn this House that Mr. Khaitan, who now 
opposes the control of production of jute by legislation, was one of 
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the m^mbere of the .Jute Committee which held its sittings for several 
monthr and submitted two reports, and ^hai the minority r^peiK, to 
which Mr. Kkaitan was a party, approved ol the control of production 
by legis/ation, of couDse not immediately but aftfr giving a trial to 
voluntary contrtl. Sfr, the trial has been given bdt has failed. Then 
again, Mr. Khaitap opposes the fixation of the prices of jute. He has 
told the same story as Mr. Cooper has done, that it is not feasible 
to fix the price of jute. Sir, this argument is absoluteh' untenable. 
I have brought a Jute Bill, which I have given notice bf introducing 
in this Assembly and in which I have dealt with 'all relevant matters. 
J admit that fixation of price cannot be made at once by a strok^^f 
pen. In my Bjll I have provided*, Sir, that fixation of the puice of jute 
must be preceded by fixation of grades. Mf^Khaitan says that the 
grades cannot he fi^tfed on the ground 'that there ate abofit hundred 
grades of,. jute. But, »Sir, I may tell the Hopse that all the grades of 
jute*toiay be scientificallya-educed to four gr&des only. If Mr. Khaitan 
will kindly look to thA re,port to whiph he was. a party, he ^ill find that 
his committee also suggested the fixation of grades in the way in which 
I have done in my BiU. Sif, I will Refer to that portion only of my 
Bill in which provisioms have been made to four grades only of jute, 
namely — top, medium, bottom, and rejection of both Daissee and White 
qualities. I do not know. Sir, how and why Mr. Khaitan has changed 
his opinion ‘t6-day. 

Then Sil*, once the grades are fixed, a formula is not difficult to 
be found to fix the price of jute^in order to ensure a minimum return 
to the jute-growers for their labour and expenses in respect of jute. It 
is known to all the? members of this House tllat the jute-grower pro- 
duces jute at the ^sacrifice of the span of his life and that jute is 
almost a monopoly of Bengal! But unfortunately for the growers of 
the jute owing to the indift'erence of the public men of this country 
and to flie sliamc of the Government that the benefits of monopoly are 
enjoyed only by the manufacturers and traders and not by the jute- 
growers. Sir, 1 strongly support the view t'hat a miniiuiim price for 
jute can and ought to be fixed. I have provided in my Bill that the 
fixation of price must begin at the bottom on the basis of bO per cent, 
over the costs of production. Once the minimum price for the lowest 
quality of jute is' fixed, there would be no difficulty in fixing the mini- 
mum prices of the higher qualities, haVing regard to the world demand 
and the conditior of world trade. Sir, there must be a fixed minimum 
price for the lowest quality of jute so that the jute-growers may get 
some return for their labour. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Khaitan also says that it is not possible to maintain 
the fixed prices of jute and has cited the example of sugarcane in 
Bihar. But T submit that the example of sugarc^ttie of Bihar does not 
apply. Because, the production of sugarcane is no{ controlled in 
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ar. If we control the production of jute by legislation, theye will 
be !^»^ijfficulty to maint&in jthe prices we fix. Then, again. Sir, it is 
said that we cannot control the production of jute by legisiation* without 
putting the jute-gK)wers to difficulties. But, Sir. if we can show that 
control of production will not be a hardship on •the jcie-growers, they 
will certainly support the control by legislation. shall now show 
bow • 


(The member having reached the time-limit reMimed his seat.) 


MONMOHAN DAS; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to sni>iH)rt the 
motion of my frJiyid Mi;. Abdul Hakim and iii this respect I beg to 
&ay a vert' few words. Sir, the question of festriction,of jute cultiva- 
tion and ot fixing a m^imum rate for the same i> easily appreciated 
by the ciiltivatoi^s. Sir, I understand that the* jlresent voluntary jute 
restriction propaganda his really affected the poor country; l)ecause so 
far as I uudersUind the p^»ple ot Eiist Bengal, specially the people of 
Mymensingli, have been speciall;^ aff'ected. ,Tlle cultivators have 
make jute cultivation in restricted measures according to the direction 
of the local officefs and as a resvlt this year tlu^iroor cultivators of the* 
East Bengal ^ave been very much aff'ected; nqt only regarding jute 
crop but also other crops. By the volunt^uy jute restriction pro- 
pagaftda, T beg to submit, Jibe poorer section of the cultivators has 
been more affected than the influential section because. Uie influential 
cultivators have much moie access to the local offi(‘ers. jiiniou Imard 
members, presidents and such other officers who are responsible tor 
jute restriction propaganda. 4 

• 

Now regarding Mywen.singh, Sir, as a result of jute restriction 
propaganda, most of the cultivators have grown sugarcane but they are 
not getting suitable price. So,* Sir, I ^submit thdt there should be a 
minimum fixed price for the sugarcane as well. I wilk ;\Iso submit, 
Sir, that in the 1 lianas of Kisboreganj, Hos.sainpur afffi’'^i444;h other 
thanas of the distiict, there is ample qultivatiqn of sugarcane but there 
is no mill and^ tliese peojile are not getting any suitable price. 

(The memltbr having reached the time-limft resumed his seat.) 

• 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Maulvi Abdul 
Hakim has raised a question 01 very vital importance^ before the House 
regarding the fixing of a fair ayd minimum price of jute. No ^sermon 
from a chapter of political economy or from the •books of 'account of 
the capitalists can satisfy the Ivumry, half-naked dumb peasants oi 
Bengal unless this problem, which is involved and involved very 
intimately with the question of dal hhat of the ma^se.s, is solved 
radically and effectively. (Hear, hear from the (’oalition Party.) The 
importance of the question is really realized by examining critically 
and carefully the Gnomic position of the agriculturists. Sir, the 
main items of ^expenditure of the agriculturists are housing, clothing, 
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foodiiip, marriages, ^euts and iurion rates and contingency chargfes. 
Their ipaiii source of inooae i& luom the ^rop^ they grow, the^^><sing 
no secoiMlary ,^)ccupation for them. With the sale-pi‘ocfeeds of paddy 
and other^ minoi’ crops {he agriculturists meet their^expi^HSfe fqr food- 
jiig, clothing, n^rriages and contingency charges; with jute "they meet 
the lents and union rates. If alter meeting all these any surplus is 
left, it is used for paying their debts and for constructing their houses. 
When the pric^e of jute was high, the economic condition of the agricul- 
turists improved and they could build somewhat good houses for them; 
they had no arrems on account of taxes and rents/ and their indebted- 
ness diminished to a great extent. With the fall in^the price of jjife 
their economic condition ^has beev so very deplorab'le that ij requires 
, no enumei’ation^ They cannot now regularlyjay their debts, taxes 
and rents and in meetjng their usual expenses with wjiat they get now 
they are compelled to ‘further curtail their already low standard of 
living. Jf we wani to improve the economic (ondition of tlie peasants 
a,nd fbe agriculturists, we should at once take up this quest, ion in right 
eanrest. If we can impif>ve their e(t)no^nic condition, we can improve 
^ the economic condition of. the province as a whole. We can now 
imagine how the agricfilturists and all the classes dependent on them 
have been adversely jfti'ected by the fhll in the price f^»f agricultural 
products, especially of jate. . . ^ 

(The meiqbei' liaving reached the time-limit lesunied his seat.) 

i i 

Mft Mi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to give my wliole- 
liearted supi>urt to the motion mtved by Maulvi Abdul Hakim. This 
matter is so much vitally imjmrtaiit to the trilling millions of this 
province that 1 neeiT not dilate at length on the necessity of fixing a 
minimum price of jilte and on .the necessity of legislation in regard to 
the restrict ioi. of jute production. These two things must be done. 
1 wouhbi.’jfc^x.cst the Hon’ble Minister, Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, to 
rise to the lieight </f the , o(*casion and to see — as he has 
declared before the House just now that hf is the servant of the 
nation and I wouhl ask* him in all humility — that the peasants w'ho are 
hqlf starved and who do not get two meals a day, should get even the 
cost price of the production of jute, i.e., almut Rs. o to 6. Now if 
the peasants of Bengal after toilling for *4 or 5 months get only 
Ks. 4 or ^ for the" price of jute, it is not possible for them to maintain 
their family. , . 

Mr. Cooper luis said that at the time of depression, of course, the 
peasuintry of Bengal suffereil very much on account of the low price, 
but now the sitiiatioiris quite all right. I would ask my friend, 
Mr. Cooper, to go to those places where the jute is produced and to 
see with liis owui eyes how jute is steeped and how jute is w^ashed. He 
will tlien realize the terrible difficulties under whkh the jute growers 
work. In the mills I have seen managers living in beautiful bungalows 
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palacial buildings and they have cu idea ot the conditions in^ which 
theNMjHivators of BengaMiv| and the, conditions m which they produce 
jute, they steep Vite and* they wash jute. (At this stage Mr. Abdul 
Bari interrupted some whispering remai:k.) ^ My friend, Mr. Abdul 
Bari, is vetytniucb accustomed to interrupt me. I^do not feel his 
interruption, annoying, but I would remind him that he will have to 
face his constituency in a few days’ time and fender an account 
whether in fact he really tried his level best to get Governmen’l to fix 
the price of •jute and restrict the cultivation of jute by legislation. 
(The Hon’ble Mr. Si:hrawahuy : Hear! hear.) No amount of “Hear, 
haor“ from another Mini*ster will do. I would ;a1so tell him: “Hear, 
hear, it is for yo\p also K) remember, that wh^n you go back to consti- 
tuencies outside Calcutt^vou will have to face the piiblfc that you stood 
in opposition to jhe principle, i.e., you did not ^’ant the j)rice of jute 
to be restricted,” Sir, I do not, know much ‘anout the gradation of 
jute. It is a matter tot^the expert. T would ask my ftoViid. the 
Hoii’lble N;\walb Bahadur of Dacca, to tell us,*as to the grading, wlfether 
Mr, Khaitan or my tViend Mr? Surendra' Nath Biswas is riglit. 
Personally speaking I know that there are*twb or three grades and at 
])resent jute is solll at Us, 2 or U'^. o ])er mauyd. * 1 do not want to inflict 
a lengthy •spettdi about this. 1 have said I v^ould recjuest my friend 
the Hon’ble Xawab Bahadur pf Dacca to rise tod he height of the occasion 
and 1o exert liis iiiHuence to*see that the starving million> and afflicted 
peasants ot Bengal are saved from the jaws of death amrtlie ])roduction 
of jute is restricted by legislation and a minimum jirice fixed. 

Mr. SHAH ABDUL RAUF: Sif, 1 rise to oppose <the cut motion 
of Maiilvi Abdul llak4m. So far us the jute Restriction scheme !'• 
concerned, I was really under the impression that Maulvi Hakim and 
his leader Mr, Shainsuddin Alimed wore the real - benefactors of the 
tenants, but Sir, that impression of mine has been removed to-day 
because although they are trying to get impularity^ ImTli ilWide and 
outside this House they are not really doing any good to the culti- 
vators. If yvu go into dhe (|uestion ot restriction, you will find that 
in order to re^rict cultivation of jute certain amount of pressure will 
have to be put on the cultivators; restriction means the restriction»of 
the liberty of cultivators. My friends of the Congress party have 
always cried tor removal of the restriction on the liberty of the people 
in every way. But Maulvi Ab^ul Hakim wants to restrict liberty 
of the cultivators. You know very well, Sir* that the nfoment yon 
want to restrict jute cultivation,^ the people wdio are Entrusted with the 
duty will tell the cultivators that they have cultivated a bigha or s< 
more than they were allowed and in this way the cull^vators will be 
opposed. I an^ a member of a union board and I know of a ease where 
the President fixed the union rate of a cultivator at Rs. 80 in order k 
teach him a lesson <or cultivating more jute than what was allotted k 
him. If you^want to restrict cultivation of jute you will have k 
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employ thoroughly honest officers. Where bribery and corruption 
prevail, io ihe poor cultivators, restrictionc will be an engij^^r^ of 
oppression, ^t is very easy to fix the price of jute, ^ay, at Rs. 10; it 
is very cittching to the ^imagination of the public; ^t when you adopt 
a scheme you will ha\ie to employ officers who will find enough scope 
to oppress the poor cultivators. 

'Sir, it has been said that restr,iction will bring good to the culti- 
vators and those who sujjport restriction forget that lands cannot be 
allowed to remain fallow and there must be some substitute crop. So 
tar as my district of Rangjuir is concerned, 1 know 'very well that when 
by voluntary propaganda cultivation of jute was restricted to soflie 
extent, some lands remained fallorw and in so*hQie sugarcane yras culti- 
- vated. In Raiigpur this year the price of gur .^olasses) is abnormally 
low and the cultival<irs are suffering a ‘•lot. If owing to restriction 
less jute is cultivated, where will the cultivators get' money to pay 
their rent 'to landlords or tiieir dues’ to the .ibahajans ? One member 
has said that if the prjce of jute is fixed, it will bring some money to 
the cultivators, but he is'‘ forgetting ’that jute is not a commodity like 
,rice which can be consumed. If the cultivator undersells, then 
miscbievous persons will bring him to the law courts to feed fat the 
ancient grudge they infglit have against him as there are'parfy factions 
in the niufassal villages.* Therefore it is not possible to fix the price 
of jute. Suppose for example you fix th^ price at Ks. 10 buyers do 
not buy at that price, the cultivators wdll not he able to pay their rent 
' and will not 'have anything at all to meet their -other necessities of life 
and undei’selling will follow. AVe know that in the months of Bliadra 
and Aswin all tlie cultivators sell up then* produce of jute as they can- 
not stock it; they hpve not sufficient money to’ pay their rent to the 
landlords, therefore they are compelled to sell it at any price. If you 
really want t() gi\c some relief to the cultivators you will have to 
arrange it in shudi a way by a co-operative system as to collect the jute 
product rT^me pentre and then hy a system of monopoly sell it to 
])undee and other places ut profits I think, that is the proper way by 
which you can do some ^ood to the poor cultivators. 

(At this stage tlje member having reached the time-limit, resumed 
hi.sf seat.) , 

Mr. PKABHUOAYAL HIMAT8INCKA: It is well known that 
the price of an article i.i. regulat-ed hy the economic law of supph' and 
demand and that ^s the retison wffiy the cultivation of jute should he 
regulated. Sir, you will remember that there was a committee whioh 
recommended that the cultivation of jute should be regulated. The 
question was whether it should be regulated by legislation or by 
voluntary propaganda. Voluntary propaganda on the basis of volun- 
tary restriction has been tried and I think it has failed. Therefore the 
question is how to restrict cultivation. It has been admitted that 
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le^fWictiou is n^cessaiy. Therefore as voluntary proplaganda has failed 
ihe #uly alternative is legislation. In this connection I want to *bring 
lo the notice of f^e Housejorfe important factor which iSyeffectJng the 
price of jute and t&t is the policy of the purchasers — the big mills and 
others — in the matter of having no grade of jut^ fixed. 

Perhaps you are aware, Sir, that there are no standards fixed for 
jute. There is no commodity in this, world which has no (piality fixed 
tor it, and this is the only commodity — a most valuable commodity in 
Bengal — that has no quality fixed for the different grades. What is 
necessary is that the 'grades should be fixed, for people ought to kimw 
whst they are selling and buying and they should not be at the mercy 
of the buyers. Wh*at the* mills at thi; present* moment do is that they 
start with different grad^, such as, 3’s, 4’s, rejection, etc. And just 
lifter beginning tomakjft purchases at the start of^ihe season they drop 
the top quality r^id they start with a new lower gmde at the bottom. 
The result is that there is**; hidden ‘gain in price by forcing t6e s^ers 
to deliver jute of a better quality against contracts entered into at the^ 
beginning of the season. You will* be surprise!! to know the names of 
the (pialities at th«^^ present moment, and lv)W they have been changed. 
The jute mills at one time agreed that the rejection grade Mould be the 
lowest quality <tf jute that they Avould purchase. But in one year the 
lejectyns \vere the top or the*first quality, theif came L It’s, and aft^r 
that X li It’s; that is to .say, t*lie first qiijility of jute came^ ^o be known 
in tlie market as lejection. ^ The |K)licy of the mills has throughout 
been that they start with buying a particular quality of jute, and in 
the beginning of the season when jute begins to come in, they enter 
into certain contracts for the higher quality of jute, pay a*higher price, 
t^hereby inducing the cultivators to bring in more#jute for sale, and 
then suddenly they drop the purchase in that quality and introduce a 
louer quality, and thus force, the cultivators to sell jute at a lower 
price. You knou', perhaps, that the difference betM^een |Qjp different 
ipialities in price is about 8 annas per maund, so that if th?“3’s are 
>ay, Rs. (j, then the 4’s are Rs. 3-8, a/id tlie injections Rs. 5, and so 
on. What they do is that^iy dropping the top (jyality they force down 
the price by 8 affnas. This is a kind of loss that ultimately falls ujmui 
the cultivators. So, 1 say people ought to kmnv Mdiat they are selling 
and what they are going to l]uy, and there will fie no trouhie as regards 
deliveries and this is a thing which I think even thp buyers^ cannot 
resist. This is a proposition which they mTII not he able to dispute 
with reasons. At the present moment sellers absolutely at the 
mercy of the buyers, most of whc«i are the jute mills*. Therefore, it 
is urgently necessary that the gradings should be fixed, .so that the 
people might know what they are selling. . 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I say 
anything on the motion which has been placed before the House I 
would like to inform the leader of the ‘‘rump” section of the Praja 
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Party that the advice which savours of a threat, he has given to^he 
hon'b\e member (Mr. Abdul Bari) that he should express only such 
views as wovld meet with the approbation df his co’istituency and the 
people outside this hajl will, I hope, not be accep^id by the members 
of this House. ^ We here have met together to see that no section of 
India’s population is oppressed or tyrannised. We have got to come 
to conclusions we all consider, in whatever wisdom is given to us, as 
likely to serve the best interests of the people outside. I claim that 
the commercial community lias been second to none in the fight for 
India’s freedom. After the lucid and illuminating speech of the 
honourable member from the Indian Chamber of Commerce, I was 
surprised to find that there are people who still believe in the fixation 
of a minimum^ price for jute. If we can ig^/luce the Cabinet here to 
bring to the public till a huge amount, say about 5 crores, ^with which 
to purchase jute the Cultivator canpot sell even at the minimum price 
then perhaps the scheme might succeed. Otherwise economic forces — 
you 4nay laugh at them' as much as yc^u like — will compel sellers as 
well as buyers to break-through the fixation' of any price. Sir, I am 
afraid of the bell of the Secretary. I have got to he necessarily very 
sketchy in giving my arguments. The other point is with regard to 
the restriction of cultivation. Bengal may be able to restrict culti- 
vation even by legislation, but, Sir, jute is also grown in Assam, in 
Biliar, and in Orissa. What are we going to do alKiiit this unless we 
enter into a treaty and make this restriction not only provincial but 
also inter-provincial y ‘The problem is so vast tiiat a very hasty dis- 
cussion of it to-day will not lead us anywhere. It may be that the 
Hon’ble Minister is thinking of Slaving a committee in which the trade, 
the cultivators, and, ])erhap8, professors of eaonomics will help us to 
come to a decision. That decision, w’ill have to be in the best interests 
of the cultivator nftd in the best intei’ests of the province, so that we 
may gather' enough income out of this monopoly commodity to help 
educat?'^;:,“\Ji) help saniUition, and to help the thousand and one problems 
that are facing us to-(la\, and for which we cannot find a solution, 
because at every turn we ;ire told “There ^is no monev; There is no 
money.” Having saicl this much, Sir, I should like to draw the atten- 
tion of the Hoirble Minister as hastily as I can to the fact that 
agriculture alone will hot bring to an end our troubles as a nation. 
(Cries of “Hear, hear” from the Congress and Coalition Benches.) 
We caiinot talk' of democmcy and aristocracy, of capitalism and 
socialism; because. Sir, we are still a nation of slaves. Let us, first 
of all, stand erect on our own legs, and then we shall divide ourselves 
into all the claptrap divisions of modern politics. Let us control our 
own destinies. Then! perhaps, the unrealities we see and hear to-day 
may become* realities. 

The Hon'ble Minister has not told us, much about his department. 
He has only talked of schemes; schemes which ‘he has placed before 
his colleague the Finance Minister which the Finance Minister, in his 
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tu^, will place before his colleagues in the Cahyiet. I wish he had 
told* us somethi^^ more, 4)ut^ speaking here to-day, Sir, I should like 
to tell him that a^iculturt? cannot stand by itself. It is lK?ing ^starved. 
Out of 3i crores o\ rupees which it brings inta the bill it gets only 
Rs. 11,74,000. The percentiige is almost infiniOesimaV This depart- 
ment, Sir, is the pivot on which the economic life of this province 
turns , 

(The member, having reached the lime-limit, resumed his seat.) 


The Hon’ble Klavvab Rahadur K. ^HABIB^LLAH, of Dacca: Sir, 

1 shall not have the tim^^^o reply to all the (iiiestions that have been * 
jaised by piembeis of this lloiise, but 1 wcmld^ like to say at the 
beginning that tlie cut motion moved b\ Maiilvi Abdul liakim may be 
divided into thiee parts Veall\, vi/., (1) 'failure of ( iovernment 
pi’opaganda ^cheme, {' 2 ) restriction of jute cultivjition by legislationi» 
and (3) fixing a lai)' min'imum ‘prlt*e. As far'as I have been able to 
understand him, fim he spoke in Rengali, belaid that the jute restric- 
tion scheme of (Tovei iiment has been a failure .tor the reason that people 
have been fraveflliiig about on railways and getting fat allowances and 
doing ^lothiiig in regal’d to the jute restriction fichoine at all. T would 
hei'e refer to the fact that the* present Speakei’ of this lln,u#ie, who ^ms 
then in this (\)uu(‘il, was a^^o a party to that scheme. (There were ^ 
interi uptions from Congress mcml>ers.) T re(jUost, Sir, that 1 may not 
he interrupted by the other side when I,^ra speaking. In this connexion 
1 would like to jdacc before Maulvi Abdul Hakim certain figures which. 
)vould show that what he has said is ahsolutely inc(^‘rect. In the first 
year ot ri'sti ict ion in Reiigal tli^re wor(‘ 430,000 i,4‘res und(‘r cultiva- 
tion; in the second \ear lfi2dMH) aer(‘s ; and in the thii’d v^i^ar 234,000. 
Tile reduction in stock in th(‘ first year was about 2,200,0w<‘ bales; 
in the second vear it was 1,000.000; and for lhi‘ tliird yf*ar tlie figure is 
not yet known. In this connexion I mfght say that on account of jute 
restriction pricf^i^ have gom* up: in 1933-‘l4 the^average price of jut(‘ 
was Rs. 4-3 j)er maund; in 11)34-35 it was Rs. 1-12; ’in 1035-36 it wag 
Rs. 5-15 and in 1036-37 it was Rs. 5-12. What T would like to say is 
this, the jute restriction schc^ue was not started by tlie pieseut Govern- 
ment, but it is a legacy of the late Go\ei liuienl, and to mo\^ a cut 
motion by way of censuring the present Governim'ni is 1 do rtot think 
fair or just. Secondly. legaiding the restriction of jutfi cultivation hy 
legislation, 1 would like to ])oint out to honourable members here that 
in the last Bengal Legislative Council this questfon was taken up and 
was rejected b\y 4S t^) IS. Subseipieutly, again, there was another 
resolution of the same character in the .same Council, and that, too, was 
also rejected. Being tnerelv a layman I have only to go on the papers 
which aie put to me, and on the facts which had happened before/ 

36 
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Now, the most important question is the question of a fair nAi- 

inum [)rioe j'oi’ jute.'’ 1 shall say at ^the^very outset ihat I have* the 
fullest Svm])athy for the proposal of the nnfver, ancl^l can assure him 
lliat 1 ahi prepared tv* aecept it if it is praet^*able. (Laughter.) 
Instead of laughing,*^ Sir, J hope my friends opposite will hear me. 
As T have said iilready I am a layman. I have had to go through a 
mass of papers and I am sorry, Sir, that T have not been able to fully 
digest them. The facts, as far as I have been able to gather from 
these papers, are that an imiuirx committee on the pitiblbm of jute was 
formed by the last Jlengal Legislative (V)uncil, and, all the membeis — 
both the majority and the minority — said that it wac. an impracticable 
scheme. I'hiitjmr, the ihass of papers and expert advice aie against 
ifiis jiiofKJsal. You may very well say that i^vuis so because the system 
of (Government was 'd Liferent . The advne tendered by t ha f' committee 
may hav^ been right or may have been wvpng: T cannot pronounce 
jud|^«nent upon it, being a layman. T^ertbore, at })resent, as far as 
1 haVe been able to feather the fa(*^s that have been placed before me 
show that the scheme is inipracticable. Sir, 1 Avant to make the posi- 
tion clear. The Roms'.* is well aware'»that theie is a' Central Jute Com- 
mittee which is alrefldy going into this ([uestion, amk 1 am pi’epared 
to write to them and dnfoi’m them that the memliers of this House 
desire that as early as ])()ssible we shoubbcome to the (lue^tion of fixing 
the minimum*^ l)] ice of jute and ask for tlu'ir advice if that is practicable 
because 1 <diirik they are the best j)ersons to be referred to. As some 
of my friends on the other side .said jute is grown not only in Rengal 
but also in Rihai\ Oris.sa, and dther idaces and the (Vntial (Committee 
will be in a bettey position to .say if it is possible to co-ordinate and 
make laws which will have equal effect in othei provinces. 

The posftion of (Government is absolutely clear Avith legard to th« 
i.s.sue Tt.^ed' by, the di.scu.s.sion of the motion. T may say at once that 
nothing is deaiei- to my heart than the amelioration of the condition 
of the pea.santry of Bengal whose servant 1 diave always' been and shall 
always be and for Avhose sake 1 am prepaied to make' any .sacrifice. I 
am a zemindai’ by birth 

Mr. SYED HA8AN ALI CHOWDHURY; I rise on a point of 
trder, Sir. Is the Ifon’ble Minister in order in .saying that even as a 
Itemindar he is ])repared to make all sacrifices? 


Ml*. SPEAKER! I am .sorry I cannot tolerate this sort of frivolous 
objection in the garb of a point of order, I known perfectly welTand 
you realise it 3 'oinself tlxat it is not a point of order aj[ all.. 
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Nawab Bahadur K. HABIBULIL^AH, of Dacca: 

Mv friend whc^as alreaf\v spoken — is be not a sfcmindar himself P 

Mr. SIBNATH^ANERJEE: Sir, we are laymen in tliife House 
tmd the Hon’ble Minister himself admits that he is layman also. 
\Ve do not sometimes understand Mr. Speaker what is a point of ordei' 
and what is not. It it is not a point ^ot order he should be told so and 
not snublied. 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think one who is so i<rnorant mipfht remain silent 
and follow tlie leadei ot iHe o])posilion in this matter. 

• * • • 

Mr. SIBNATH BANF.5JEE: My submission to \ou* Sir, is that if 
it is not a point o^ ordqr * , .» 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr*.Sibnath* Banerjee, every oentleman^ud 
lady in this«Ilouse is endowed with commonsen^e to understand ther 
scope of a simple jioint of order, and I do thipk that Mr. Hasan Ali 
and yourself have •, that amount o^f (•ommons^nse^ 1 am not j,^oinf< to 
withdraw’ a^w’ord from wdiat I said and 1 stand b^’ it. Mi. Hasan Ali 

himself knows and realises that it is not a point of ordei. 

• * 

A voice: Is there' any nee(‘ssit;\ for introducing a. aemindar or 
talukdar into this (lisciissioni 

Mr. SPEAKER: H I may frankly mxy so, in this Houje so much is 
being s|>oken of exploit jjit ion by one party or another, I think the 
?sawab Bahadur can vei) well claim to say what he is and what he is 
not. 

Mr. SYED HASAN ALI CHOWDHURY: What I i\’antea"®Tl) say 
is that the Hon’ble Ministei said that «he was-prejiared to make any 
sacrifice. I wanted to draw your attention to th^ fact that it was not 
lelevant to the lAotion under discussion. , 

f 

Mr, SPEAKER: A^om- per.sonal explanation is as bad as your 
original jKiint of order. Aou know jierfectly well that as a matter of 
fact the Nawab Bahadur was nearly concluding^ hj^s syieech .and you 
had not heard what he was going to submit in conclusion? I believe 
that everybody will admit that a preliminary statement can never be 
the criterion in deciding whether the point is achnissible or not until 
the arguments develop or its conclusion has lieen heard. 

the Hfin’ble Nawab Bahadur K. HABIBULLAH, of Dacca: 

T aln a zemmdar by birth bnt a peasant at heart and I have always made 
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it my sacred dutj^ to follow in the footsteps of my forefathers' to.«§iVe 
up all that 1 possess order to improve the hxt not mer^ of the pe&.sant 
but the toi4pg millions of Bengal. I hop^e I cai^refer with some 
amount 'of legitimate^ pride to the vast amount money which my 
ioref'athers spejit gen/^rously for works of public utility and benefit cal- 
o.ulaied to improve the condition of all classes of the people in Bengal, 
ll would be a calumny to suggest^ that I am false to the tradition of my 
lamily. I can give a solemn assurance here and now that if anj 
scheme is prepared which will definitely tend to the knprovement of 
I he Brojas I shall try my best to implement it as* a Government policy 
lo the last days of my life. ^ 

As lor the<fixation ol a minimum price of jute, I can only say that 
I shall be ready to accept it as a part of my policy provided a workable 
scheme is ]>u1 lorward whi(;h Government can pursue without violating 
the lawsuit polilicAl economy and without upsetting other schemes which 
^aie\lso intended to benefit all classes of the community. At the pie- 
sent moment a large literature ha?, aiicumulated over the question of 
the fixation of a minimum price of jute. I frankly confess that 
I have no! had time td go through all’ this mass of literature. I believe 
also tliat the \ast m*fijority of the members of this HV)use“ who are as 
new io Ihe work of legislation as I am myself to the duties of my 
office, have not had time to yead this Rterature and to form decided 
opinion on the various aspects of the question. 1 therefore earnestly 
ie([uest air my friends and all sections of the House to (ulmly consider 
Ijie (piestion and if they can put forward a workable scheme 1 promise 
on behalf of ^Government that t shall accept it and provide money to 
carry it into effect! as earl\ as practicable. The only condition I noyr 
imiKjse is that it should be a worka])le scheme ariived at and decided 
on a consideration of all points of view and be absolutely workable in 
liractif^ , < >. 

( 

As regards the motion itseU it .seeks to pass a vote of censure on 
Government for something which has not been done. I, can only remind 
the House that we are not responsible foi^ the sins of "omission or com- 
^imission of the members of ihe past Government. As for ourselves we 
aie ready to (sonsidor all schemes on their merits and once again I 
lepeat ^that it on this question a workable scheme is put forward I 
.shall, l>e ready to accejit it. On thij^ assurance I lioj^e the honourable 
mover will^ withdr.?’A his motion. 


Mfi SIB'NATH BANERJEEs Sir, last time \ou told us that after 
the Hou’ble Nawab Bahadur spoke members on this side of the House 
would be given an opportunity to express thei^. opinion. Is not that 
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^M^TsPEA^tRs I am , sorry you entirely iiiisinJHerstoo<l me. ^There 
cannot be a cro^debate gftl‘r the Hon’ble Minister haf^ replied. Tt 
is only by coiirtesAthat I always allow the Leader of the IT(5nse and 
the liCader of the O^)position whenever they so desire^to address the 
House. That is only as a matter of oo\irtesy, and that is why I called 
upon Mr. b'azlul Huq to s{)eak. Tf you think that th’e statement made 
bv the IVawab Bahadur nr for that matter by any ^linister is unsatis- 
factory, you Cin record your opinion by calliiiGr a division and ^oin^ 
into the lobby. T catmot force any Hon’ble Minister to pfivc liis reply 
in particular manner. Tf there is an important point which a member - 
wants to raise on l/ehalf (if a ]>arty T*alwaYs ^ive him tin' latitude of 
speakirio' after the Hon ’bV^» Minister has s])oken. I will do so so huij^: 
as it is 1 ‘aiked on .behajf of a party. But in thij* particular case the 
debate has to be 'dosed within a f’iven time, so T cannot allyw every 
member to ask for information becadse the treid mi^ht be for tin* (i/kher 
249 ineinber* to want nioii* itifoianat ion . Then i}i(‘i’<‘ will b(‘ no eiuf 
to it. * 

The Mr. A. K, FAZL^UL HUQ: Str, \^ill you permit me to 

address the House in Ben^'ali? ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afjaid 1 ha\e 1o ^o b\ the nih‘s*. 1 cannot 
allow \ou to do that. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL KUQ: I find that al/mg with the 
restiiction of jute there ij ^^oin^’ to be restriction of J'reedom of speech. 

’ I would not have said anything* but for certain remarks which have 
been made by one or tw’o s])eake!rs and Hio challenfre that has been 
thrown out to the members of this side by my fiiend Mr. ^hamsuddin 
Ahmed. Before I come to Mr. Shamsuddin’s threat #to Mr.““Abdul 
Bari, 1 will briefly sumimuise the lea.sons why (Government cannot here 
and now declait*that it is NTithin practical |>oliti(;*( to fix the minimum 
l.rice of jute. In the first place it is admitted that there are different 
varieties of jute and I will show' that you cannot, fix. th(» minimum piice* 
foi the different varieties of iute any more than you can by legislation 
fix the minimum fee of lawyers. The second ]»oint ds that jute is 
grow'ii in other places and if you fix the minimuuKsay, at Bs^ Iff per 
maund, other places will be at an advantage, aniievep if^you put a 
lestriction on the import or restrilt the coming into Bengal of jute 
from* outside, there is nothing to prevent the bnyers from going to 
those advantageous places and purchasing jute at a lowef* price than 
that prevailing in Benjfal. Thirdly, it must be remembered that jute 
is valuable on account ^f its low price which enables the purchasers to 
utilise it for certain work and merchandise for which highly priced 
articles are not suitable. 
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No)v having saiA all this I was saying^ that yoycannot fix, the 
minimucn prife of jute any more than yoii c^n fix thyniinimuiii fee for 
lawyers.' I may mention an incident which happ^ed to me iii^ the 
(course of my professional career about 30 yearfj ago. 1 Was then 
n junior pleader at Barisal and Ut that time the fees of pleaders went 
down HO lamentably low that we the juniors ccmld not command even 
a fee of Rs. 5 a day. We decidecf ihat a minimum fee should be fixed 
for a lawyer and that it should be Rs. 50 a day. We t}v)ught that the 
golden days of prosi)erity would dawn upon us from that day onward. 
(Infortunately we wer.e soon disillusioned as we found senior pleaders 
beginning to accept briefs at Rs.i 50 and nobody would come to us, the 
juniors. The result was that we had lo r^ain satisfied with Rs. 5 
a day, a fee that we®)vere earning before. The. /^ame^ thing .will happen 
to your j^ute. There are three kinds of jute and you* cannot sell them 
at fnfixed price which sh.ould not be less thiiu Rs. 10 \)er maund. May 
'f remind you of Bengali ym»verb “where inun and vii^uri are of the 
same price.” T will ask my friends whether it is not the same way that 
it is not ])ossible to fi^c the same price for ghee amboil. If you legis- 
late that either ghee^or o'il should be, sold at less than^8 apnas a seer, 
everybody who wanted to ]>urchase oil will buy ghee and not the 
oil. A similar thing will happen if you^iiidisiriminately fix the value 
of jute at Rs; 10 a maund for All kinds of jute. 

Before*! come to the other fH)int, niity 1 point f)ut to this House 
that it was exiiemely injudicious, if nothing woise, on the f)ai*t of 
the mover oft the motion to ref^r to the Sj)eakei‘ as to what he did in 
the days when he, was a member of Government ? 1 am glad to be 
able to tell the House that the charge levelled against you, the Speakef, 
utterly groundle.ss. The SyVaker never in the course of his tour 
toured in .'^aloons; he went on single tickets and personal tickets and 
I am authorised to tell the House that in the course of that tour 
extending over one and half months he was out of pocket to the tune 
of about Rs. 500. , * 

^ I now come to one or two other points. My friend Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmed has held out a threat to Maulvi Abdul B|iri that when he goes 
back to his own constituency he will feel tiie consequences. 

» ' 

Mr. ISHAMSU^SDIN AHMED: I did not hold out any threat to 
Maulvi Abdul *Bari. » 

The Hoifble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; It is a threat and a direct 
threat and this is not the first time that threats are being held out to 
members on this side who support the Governpient. I wish to make 
it clear here and now and I wish to tell my friend Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmed that it was a clear threat that h^ held out Ho Maulvi Abdul 
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•j'aiTTffat be feel the rousequences of his vot^ when he went back 

.to hVs constitueX^. * , 

Let me tell Mr/*^hamsuddin Ahmed here and now that*he is not the 
keeper of the conscii^nce of the rural constituencV of Bengal. We also 

jmQW (A voice: Is that a threat F) It inay*l)e a threat but 

it is a counter-threat. We also know how to carry cm propaganda and 
I know how attempts have been mAde during the pant few days to 
hold us up to^scorn and lidiciile, members on this side of the House 
who supjwrted the Gyverninent on that motion of Maulvi Alxliil Hakim 
about reduction of rent. -Now, Sir, if I may be permitted to return 
to that question, %haulvi Abdnl Haki^i suggested thai theie should be 
immediate reduction of nyit and he advocated the cut motion. The 
supiwrters of Government on tjiis side knew wlnU the implication of 
that cut motion were and they opposed that mcifion. On that projxi- 
ganda has been carried iln in the country saying that tln^’e would 
have been r^‘duction but for the fact that U2 nminbers voted for thu 
Government (shame, shabie'^. Tt is false pr<f|)aganda and 1 sulunit, 

Sir, I will n(*ver allow false propaganda — —• 

•» • • . . 

(There was an iqn'oar and several nnunhers j’ose in th(‘ir seats on 

points of order*) 


• * • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Oi-der, Older. If# any point of oriku* is to l>e 
raised, I hope that thei'e shoijil not lie a simultaneous outburst of shouts 
on all sides. I am (piite jnepaied to hear all ix)ints of ordm- but they 
should be in appropriate time. 


Mr. aANTOSH KUMAR BASU: On a point rrf order, Sir. Is it 
jiermissible for the TTon’bl(» ( hief ^Minister of tlie Government of Bengal 
to reply to projiaganda cariied on againsl his jyarty in hi^ cajiacity of 
Chief Minister from his place in the House on a motion»wit)i^ regard 
to the fixation of minimum price of jute? Sir, I anf demanding on 
behalf of this side of the House a rulidg from the Chair on this most 
vital question iTnd I ho}x»,^ir, you will be pleavSfd to give us a ruling 
which we are asking from you. • , 

• • 

Mr. P. BAHERJI: Sir, do not give indulgence to th(‘ Chief 
Minister. * • 

• « 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Banev.ii, I will ask witjidraw your 

remark. You ouf^ht to know how to acldroas the Spoaker. This is a 
reflation against the Chair. 

(A voice: What did he say?) 

% 

Mr. SIHEAKER: Mr. Banerji said that I was giving indulgence to 
the Chief Minister. ^ am sorry I will have the painful necessity of 

taking steps in 4he matter^if you do it again, Mr. Banerji. 

^ • 
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^ . y" - 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I withdraw my remark, I wanK^ to 

submit to you that the TTon’bJe Chief Minister'is takin^dvantage of his 
position*.^ Sif, you ruled that whenever the Ilon’ble^hief Minister Was 
speaking nobody should interfere, but what we feel to-day 

t * 

Mr. SPEAKElli: It is quite alright, but you were making a reflec- 
tion that r am giving indulgence to one 8j>eaker. I hope you know the 
import of the word “indulgence’*. r 

Mr. Rasu, I am not very clear in my mind as 'to what you want 
from me. After all you realise that a iK)int^of or([ei must necessarily 
be a j)oint of ^aw or practice or convenfion. 1 would like to know 
specifically what is your point of order. 

SiANTOSH KUMAR BASU: The pepuf on which I am asking 
for your decision, Siq. is fhis: Is it open fo the Chief Minister of the 
Goviunimuit of Rengal Irom }n\ ]>lace’in this House as the Leader of 
the House to defend the p(<siii()n of his own }>art> , tj<at is the (^oalitinn 
laity, and attack anotluu’ paT't\ which carried on pro^iagapdji against 
the Coalition Party outsid(‘ the House? That was the definite V>int 
whicdi my hon’hh* friend the (fliii'f Ministf^r has raised before* yomin his 
speecdi and he, has hd't vc'rv pair.ful inquTssion on this side of the House 
by the manner in wliich he was delivering his sjx^ech. Mq^y I in this 
connection draw your attention to Rule 12 at page 5 (»f the Rules and 
Standing Orders ; — ^ 

“This matter of every s|X'cch must be ‘ktrictly relevant to tlie 
matter before the Council. 

“A m(*qd)cr whih* speaking must not refer to any matter of tact 
ot. which a judicial <lecision is iiending; 

C 

and so on.” , 

Now the (piestion is *Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad might ''have uttered a 
threat to which no objection was taken at the time. Tf objection had 
been taken and a jioinf of order had been raised, I think, Sir, you 
would be the first pmson to rule Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad out of order if 
his speech was irrelevant. That does not mean that the Chief 
Minister Vhen he !«^.Y^ke on a matter which was not relevant could not 
be calle<l to order, and I submit. Sir, that is clearly out of order to 
utilise his position as Chief Minister. 

« 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr Ro.se’s point of order may 
be further extended not only to the -Chief Minister but to every member 
of the House. 
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I liave jjot absolutely clear cut views on the ques- 
tion*as to bow \ debate should be conducted in Ahis House. J have 
already said mor^than on^e \hat it would be desirable ii meiifbers of 
this House approaclied all questions from the . point of vitA\' of a 
member of the House forg-ettin*^ for the time being tha^ they l>elong to 
this pai:fcy or that party. I also hope that members will realize the 
liiavity of the position wliich they are creatiim'. riitortnnattdy , there 
have been occasions when members have brought in the names of parties 
in a manner w^ich re(iuired a reply from other side. Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmad did say ce^itfin things about Mr. Abdul Bari’s facing his con- 
stituency or someibing to that etfect. 1 could* not ]X)ssibly rule him • 
out l>ecause every member has freedom of H|>eech to say to another 
inemlKU’ who does not agft'e with day of re('koning is * 

coming, iftid 1 think if was a*pertectly relevant.ond legitimate stjite- 
ment on the ])ai1 of Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad. But if the dav of 
reckoning is mentioned b>*Mr. Shamsuddin (in one side and if o> the 
other, fhe (tay of judgment is .referred to by^ tW (’hief Ministiu* T 
tliink that also (‘ould legitimately be doin'. .But 1 hoja' it \\ ill l>e 
lealisecl that anytising which is iij tln^ natnic of^i jnnty decision should * 
not he giviTi oyt, but wln'u a member of a bart>^ or a ]iarti('iilar party 
is attacked by another st'ction of tin' n(»use, 1 think it is only fair that 
I shotlld give an oj)|K)rtuuity *to tin* otlu'r party to vindicate their posi- 
tion. But T must say that the ref(*r(*tic(‘ to jvarties ainlMc'tVrein'o to 
communities is coming' to silk'll a ])ass that even -though it ij? not out of ^ 
order, I would a])|>eal to the members of the House to desist from ii. 

As I say I cannot rule him out but T make this a]>peal inVhe interest of 
good debate in the Hou.^e. 


Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: .Sir, tbefe is only one point 
on which we want your very (dear ruling. While speakirig' on one (Uit 
motion regarding restriction of jute, is any member or ftie Leader of 
the House eiititbul to bring in what ^hajipenpd either in tin's llou.sci 
or outside with regard to smother motion which took place about two 
or three days aj^o. But you have not said anyfliing on that yKiint. 


Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Gupta, you are a laVver \ ourself and I was 
a lawyer too and you surely reineml>er the dictum of a very famous 
jurist that there is hardly anythjng which cannot be made refevant by 
an astute lawyer. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Sir. 
You gave a ruling that the Leader of the House and the Leader of the 
Opposition were not t^i be interrupted while speaking. Fortified by this 
ruling df yours, Sir, when the Tjeader of the House was speaking and 
had obviously the adls^antage of the last word, would not it be reason- 
able to expect ^hat the House should get your protection in this that 
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I, 

when the Leader of the House speaks he speaks in a 
himself strictly to pAints of relevance and cc/nfining ] 
points whichfdo not give any provocation. ^ / 


[1st Sept., 

^^e^ conSSing 
iself strictly to 


Mr. SPEAKER; Order, oid^r. I would say that if you want any 
ruling on the subje(‘i, it is this: that there should be no inteiTuption 
on the part of anybody to anybody, but, as I have said, there are 
interrujdions which are healthy and it is with a view to provide facilities 
for that and wilh a view that the debate may not be dull and absolutely 
death-like, thal T have ruled lhat only so far as tlrese two gentlemerj 

* are concerned, they shhub^be given uninterrupted h^afring. As regards 

how they shoul/) conduct'theinselves, it is not for me 1o say. It is a 
question of fact. T'tjless it is a ^cpiestion of a point of order. 
I cannot say how**, either th(‘ TiCader of* the House or the 

Leader <^f the (Oijposil ion slioubi conduct theii* del>ate. They 
are v’es|K)nsibl(‘ men ainl on them lie? fhe responsibility of dis- 

charging their duties' in, their respective plaees and I tliink T can 
legitimately rely upon their sense of res|>onsibility. But if you want 

* my ruling definitely, d shoiild say b!iat there shoirfd be no interrup- 
tions from anybody. < • * ^ 


The Hofi’hle Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I will now eonie to 
the cut motion itself, as I find that acrimonious discussions are going to 
* arise. The' motion itself, as has been pointed out by the Minister in 
charge, can he diyidod into three parts: failure of Goyernment regard- 
ing jute projAjgauda scheme, tlfe restriction of jute cultiyation by 
legislation and fixing u fair minimum price. *As regards the first two. 
points, Government are (a>mmitted to a certain policy as regards propa- 
ganda for jut(‘ le^^trietion and the i>resent Government proposes to 
continue tha{ |H)liey. As regards the fixing of a fair minimum price, 
we have not beai able to discover any practical means of doing so but 
if any method is suggested wlitch is practicable and which can be 
adopted without upaetiing all economic laws, Governii^^^nt would only 
he too glad to accept that suggestion and fix a minimum price for jute 
Ifi these ciirumstanc#es, ,Sir, it will ap])ear clear that the ixdicy which 
Government projwses to follow is in no way#contrarv to what the mover 
of the mption wants to impress ii|>on the members of this House. With 
these fow^words I would like, if the m\ition is pressed to a division, to 
op|wse this motipn. ** f 


Mr. SPEAKER: V (‘an (juite understand the heat which tempered 
the debate^ — T am just informed that the cooling plant has failed. 
(Laughter. ) 

The motion of Maulvi Abdul Hakim was thei put and a Division 
claimed. 
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thel^vision bell was ringing: Mr. Surencfra Mohan Maitra 
diw the attention of the Hon’ble Speaker 1o the eAndiiet of Mr. ^ahab- 
uddin who was standing at the south door of the (''hamW. * 

The Speaker then asked Mr. Sahabuddin not* to stand in the way 
of anybody. • • 

A Division was then taken with the following rtNult : — 


AMhI Hakim. Miulvi. • 

AMal Jakfear Palwan. Mr. pd. 

Akdttl Ma|id, Miulvi. • 

ANitI Wahad, Maulvi. 

Aka HtMaln Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Akui Fail. Mr. Il|d- , 

Attak All. Mr. 

Atiffluddin Ahmad, Mr. ** 

Banarjj, Mr. P. 

Banariaa. Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa. Mr. SibifVth. 

Bannar]aa. Mr. Manoranjan. 

Baau. Mr. Santosh Kumar. 

Bhawmik. Dr. Qekinda Chrfdra. 
BItwai, Mr. Batik Lai. 

Biivrat. Mr. Surtndra IMh. 

Bota. Mr. Sarat Chandra. 
OhakrahBrty. B%ku Narandra Narayai 
Chakrabarty. Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chattoyadhyay. Baku Haripada. 

Dai, Baku Mahim Chandra. 

Dat, Baku Radhanath. 

Dai fiupta, Baku Khapandra Nath. 
Dat Qupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Dat Ciupta, Mr. Narandra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

• Doiui, Mr. Narandra. 

Dutta, Mr. Sukumar. 

Dutta Qupta. Mitt Mira. 

Dutta Maiumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 
Emdadui Haqua, Kaii. 

Pailur Rahman Muktaar, Mr. 

Qbtta, Mr. Atui Kritbna. 

Qiatuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Qupta, Mr. 4e(ath Ch|ndra. 

Qupta, Mr. J. N. • 

Haaan All Chawdhury, Mr. 8yad. 


Nimatiinfka, Mr. prabhudayal. 
dMaluddin Haihamy, Mr. 8yad. 

Jonah All Majumdar, Maulvi. 

*Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra.* 

Kundtt, Mr. Nithitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. NikupVif Bahari. 

Maitra, Mr. Surandra Mohan. 

Majumdar, Mrt. Hamtiprova. 

Maiumdar, .Mr. Birandra Nath. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Cjiandra. 

Mandat, Mr.focandra Nath. 
Maniruiiaman Itlamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Motain. Mr. 

Matud AH Khah Panni, Maulvi. 

Mukarji, Mr. Dh^andra Narayan. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

MuWiarJaa, EA. Sharat Chandra. 

Muilick, Srijut Aihutoih. 

Nttkar, Mr. Nam Chandra. , • 
Pramanik, Mr. Tarinieharan. 

Ramiiuddin Ahmad, Mr. • 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriiha. 

Moy. Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kithori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmath*Nath. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinakiha. 

Saijyai, Mr. 8atankh Sakhar. 

Son, Baku Nafondra l^ath. 

Shahadaii, Mr. * 

Shamauddin Ahmad, Mr. M. ^ 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra iMuian. 
lur, Mr. HaPandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Zaman, Mr. Ao M. A. 


Abdal Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Nafli Mia, Mr. 

ANul Nakoom. Mr. 

Akui Hakim Vikrampur, Mr. Md.— 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kador, Mr. 

Abdal Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latit Blfwas, Maulvi. 

ANul Majid, Mr. Syod. 

Abdul Wahab Kbaa. Mr. 

AbduHa-al Mabmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rabmaa, Kha/lahadur A. F. 


NOES. 

• • 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. ^ 

Abdur Rathoody^Miijfvi Md. o 
Abdur Rauf, Khan Sahi^ Mauivi 8. 

Abdur Rauf. Mr. Shah. 

AMut Shahood, Mauivi Md. 

Abidur Roia Okowdbury, Khan Bahadur. 

Akui Naahim, Maulvi. . 

Akui Hotain, Mr. Ah mod. 

Abul QuuMm, Mauivi. 

Aoharyya Ohoudhary, Maharaja Saibi Kanta of 
Mafctaiaeba, Mymominfh. 

Aftak All, Mr. 

Aftab Haoaln Joardar, Mauivi. 
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XhcrlloR^ill^ Ml*! Ai Kn FAZLUL HUQs Sir, th6>^neral feeling is 
tha# we should adjourn nqw. j 

» / / 

Mif« SPEAKER! Would it be convenient to all if we ineet^about an 

hour earlier to-niorit)w, say at 3 p.m., or it you jike wr uiii\ be*,nn ai 
3-45 as usual but sit up half an hour later to-morrow as also the next 
day. 

Mr* Ct MI4«LaAR! Sir, as a matter of compromise I would suggest 
that we meet at 3-30 to-morrow. 

There was general assent. 

0 • 

The Ayes being 73 and the Noes 124, the motion w^s lost. 

The mhin demand 'that the sum of Rs. 15,48,000 be giunted for 
expenditure under the head “40— Agriculture and 41— Veterinary” 
was put and agreed to. 


Adjoumment. 

The House was tlien adjourned till 3-30 p.yi. on Tliui^dav, tlu* 2n(l 
Septe'^nber, 1937, at the Assinbly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislativis Assembly assembled 
under ther provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the A^’semhly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 2nd September, 1937, at 3-30 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hoi^’ble Kh^an Bahadur *M. Azizul Haque, c.i.e.) 
, in the Cliair, eleven Hon’hle Ministers andJ^14 Members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to wliich oral answers were given) 

Amount spent by the Bengal Government Press oi\ acccunt of 

composing n^aterials and stationeries. 

% 

♦91. Mi^.'BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in« charge of the Finance Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the amount'spent by the Bengal Government 
Press separately under each head, as far as practicable, year by year, 
from 192() to 193() vn account of — • 

(t) composing 'inalerials ,like — • 

(1) [spirit, 

(2) petrol, 

(3) rope, 

I 

(4) turpeptine, 

(5) brush, < 

(6) molasses, 

' (7) flour, 

('8),coal, 

(9) composing racks, 

(10) composin^f cases, 

(11) shooting bars, 

(12) brass rules, and 

(13) Lino and Mono metals; and 



QUESTIONS. 


87ft 


1937.] 

(n) statioTjeries like — 

(1) blotting pap^, ^ 

(2) paper, and 

(3) printing ink? 

(6) Will the Hon^ble Minister be^ pleased to state whether tenders 
are invited for the supply of the above recjuireineiits ? 

(c) If the*answej' to (b) is in the aftirmative, will tlie liorrble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement sliowing \ear )>y 
year from 1926 t(T y336 — , 

• » 

(i) the number of teuders received in (‘onnecticm Afith the supply 

^^f eaclbof tbf abovenamml articles; an(\ 

(ii) the nam^s of tho^e whose fenders Avere accepted? 

> 

• * 

• • 
MINISTER in charge of FINANCE 'DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr. Naliig Ranjan Barker): (n). ipid (//) A statennnt 
is laid on tiic Library table. It has not been* possible to collect figures 
relating to the jfcriod })rioi to 1932-33. 

{b^ I Understand that only petrol, rfour and printing ink (bhok 
jobbing) are contract articles for which* tenders are calle(> for. 

Blotting paper and paper are supplied on indent by tlie (entral 
Stationery Office. Other articles ar<‘ ])urcliased locj^ll.s in small 
quantities as required. * 

• (c) (i) and (H) A sfatement relating to the la«t five years is laid 

on the Library table. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state the location of the (raises Prhiting Works which has 
got the order oi^ jirinting inJf? » 


The Hon’bie Mr. NALINI RANJAN SARKeIi: 1 do not know, 
Sir. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYA^: AVhy w'as this • parUcular firm 
given preference when such reputed firms as the Bengal Chemical and 
Pharmaf eutical Works and others had given tenders? ^ 

% 

The Hon’bie Mr.|NALINI RANJAN BARKER; I do not know, 
but I shall enquire. 
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SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

«9fA. Mr. SYED HASSAN ALI CHOWDHURY: (a) Will 
the lloii’hle Minister in char^?e of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that a draft of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1987, has been printed at the Bengal Government 
Press and circulated to some members of the Assembly? 

(b) If the answer to {(i) is in the affirmative, wiU the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of such members; and 

S 1 . 

(ii) the reason for not circulating it to others? 

(^;) Is it a fact that provision has been made in the draft Bill — 

(/) for fixing the landlord’s fee (Na;|par Saland) at twice the 
amount of rent of the transferred lands; and 

(ii) for payment of a fee for subdivision of a holding at twice the 
amount of rent r 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yes. The draft which 

<‘oniai]iod cerlain proposals for discussion, was printed at my expense 
at the Bengal Government Press and cirlmlated to some members of 
the Assembly- 

{h) (i) and (//). Copies were circulated only to members who, 
in my opinion, weie taking an interest in the matter. No list of 
members to wliorn cp])ies were sent, has been kept. 

(c) A ( op^ of the draft referred to is laid on the Library table. 

i 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What method did the Hon’ble 
Minister adoj)! to find out what interest members were taking in the 
matter? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It was a purely 

personal' matter of mine and it is not necessary for me to enquire as 
to who el^^ has been taking interest in it. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it permissible for the Govern- 
ment Printing Press to ac’cept private orders? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. 
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Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Has tlie attention of the»Hon’ble Minister 
been* drawn to the statement issued by certain nniinbers of the Le^^^is- 
lature stating that under ^ve%snre from them the oiigin^il dri^t has 
been changed by him ? , 

* 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY;, There was no 
jnc'^sure whatsoever. ^ 

• 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hoirhle Minister he 
pleased to state wliether aby copies of the draft, have been circulated 
by him amongst Congress members of t^i^is House 

The HotTble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi' No. Sir. 

• n 

* ^ 

Mauivi AJBDUL BARI: IsMt a fact that as a res\ilt of discuHsiom 

with members of tlie Coalition ‘Ea^ty the Jloh’ble Minister came to 
draft the present Bill, as it is? 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, qrder. It is»not (.<})en to any member to 
brinfr m here any party matti^ or anything which hapj)ened at a party 

meeting. I definitely i-iile it out of oiahn*. 

* 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR RAY: l.x.it a fact tliat lie Dill was 
fireiilated only amongst iiiembers of the (^^alition group 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No;« Sir. 


.Settlement Oamp at Chari^, Dinajpur. 

*91B. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN CHOWOHURY: (a) 1h tho' 

Hon’hle Minister in charge fd the Heveuue Department aware: — 

(?) that a Settlement Camp ^has been opened at Charkai the 
district of Dinajpur for the disposal of- cases un,d'er section 
105, Bengal Tenancy Ajt; 

(h) that Charkai is not at all a suitable pla^e inasmuch as legal 
help can onlj’^ be had by raiyats at an enormous cost ; 

{in) that the tenants are still on the grip of hard economic 
distress and have^pt been able to balance the cost of pro- 
duction and the price of the produce? 


37 
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(?;) Will the^on’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment consider the absolute necessity of issuing an emergent notifica.tion 
immediately for staying all the proceedings jiow pending in the several 
Settlemept Camps in the district of Dinajpur and stopping the 
institution of further Ciises until the amendtrient of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act which is to^^be brought very early has been finally disposed of by 
the Bengal Legislature ? 

|he Hon*h\e Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (a)(i) Yes. 

Charkai was selerded on account of its being an important 
trade eentre and centially situated. Legal help can be obtained there, 
Vilhqut any upusual ex^iense Miifassil Camps of this nature have 
alAs»«y«been welcomed by the tenants.* 

(m) No. There no general distress in tliis area and the price 
of paddy <has risen to a considerable extent during the last year or 

(h) Under the existing law^ no su(!5h notifi(‘ation can issue. 


Unstarred questions 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Calcutta Fire Brigade. 

I 

66. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: (a) AVill the Hon’ble 
Minister in ehargeoof tlie Public Health amt Local Self-Government* 
Department be pleiv^^ed to state — 

(/) tlie name of the controlling authority of the Calcutta Fire 

Bfiggde ; 

(/■/■) the total annual cost mcurred for its maintenance- 

* ^ ’ 

(in) the names of the authorities that contribute Idwarils the uiain- 
. teiianoe of the Brigade with the percentages of their 

contribution 'towards its upkeep: 

(iv) itlie number of officers in tho Brigade with their respective 
' . names, designations, pay dnd qualifications; and 

<(.') whe'ther tliere is any Indian, oflScer in the superior services of 
the Brigade ? 

■V 

(ft) If the answer to (v) is in the negative^ are the (iovernment 
prepared to consider the question of recruitii^ Indians, specially of 
this province, in the superior services of the Brigide? 
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minister in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and 'LOCAL SELF- 
COVlERNMEHT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Meuivi Syed N^sher 

Aii) : {a) (i) Commissionei* of Police, Calcutta. « 

hi) Rs. 4,67,335. , * 

(Hi) Calcutta Corporatiou, Howrah Municipality and Garden Reach 
Municipality at the rate of 83*5, 14 and 2*5 per cent. Respectively. 

(iv) A statement is laid on the tahfe. 

(v) No. • 

(h) The matter "is under consideration. 


Statement ref erred to in the answer to clause (a) (iv) of unstained 
• • question No. 65. •** 


Name. 

• 

Desigifatiop. 


Pay. • 

• 

Qualification. ^ 


•• 

• 

Rs., 

• 


A. Frederick . 

• • 

1 Chief Officer 

• 

80fh-l,00« 

’ • 

M. 1. F. j:. 

C. D. Meyers 

# 

1 Second Chief 

Officer. • 

• 

450—600 

• 


By jiromotion. 

F, A. Tucker 

1 Chief Engineer 

• 


375.^.4.50 


A. M. I.*F. E. and 
b_v jiron^otion. 

S Doran 

1 Warehouse Ins- 
pector. 

.300—400 

• 


By prc^niotion. 

A. 0. Collins (on leave) 

Station pfficer 


.300—400 


Ditto. 

• 

# 

W. Fraser 

Ditto 

• 

,300—400 


Ditto. 

• 

J. Cocker 

Ditto 


.300—400 


Dittc^ 

T. Fulton 

Ditto 


300—400 


D^tto. 

W. Meyera 

Ditto 


300^400 

• 

Ditto. 

A. Lashmar (Offg.) ^ 

Ditto 


300— 

• 

Ditto. 

• 

H. J. Abbott 

Engineer 


250—300 


Ditto. 

• 

G. Milne 

Ditto ^ 


260—300 


Ditto. 

P. Holden 

Ditto 


260—300 


Ditto. 

H. J. Maaeyk 

Ditto 

• 

260—300 


• Ditto.^ 

• 

C, Gogerly 

Ditto 

.f 

260—300 


Ditto 

« 

A. V. Murrary 

Ditto 


250—300 

• 

Ditto. 

• 

E. M. Bentley . * 

Dj^to 


260—300 


Ditto. 

R. Parker (on leave) 

Ditto 


260—300 


Ditto. 

P. Bampton (Offg.) . . 

1 

Ditto. 

\ f _ 


260—300 


Ditto. 

• 
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i 


Name. 

V 

1 Designation. 

?ay. 

QualificatLoii. 

3 { 

P. D. Roach , * . . 

JEuropean Fineman 

Rb. 

200—250 

Newly recruited. For- 

A. H. Peck 

Ditto 

200—250 

merly these men 
were recruited from 

C. Kingham 

f 

Ditto 

200—250 

the Army liaving a 
second class Army 

L. Brain 

Ditto 

200—250 

^rtificate, but 

when there was a 

L, N. Ingram (tem- 

Ditto 

200—250 

dearth of candidates 
from'; the Army, 

porary). 

R. Pedder (tefnpor- 

• <1 

Ditto 

, , *1 

20(K 260 

Anglo-Indians or 

Domiciled Euro- 

peans were engaged 

rary). 

T. D. Morgan (temp- 
orary). n 

€ 

1 

Ditto 

200—250 

having similar 

qualifications as 

the Army men. 

1 

« « 

« ' , j 

^ 

y 

t 

These men have 
got to possess a 
good physique and 
preference is given 
to those who have 
knowledge } . in 

motor driving. 

* * 


, Pengal Tobacco (Sales LicSnsing) Acti 1935. 

66. Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to 
state whether Government intend introducing any legislation for 
repealing the Beifgal Tobacco (Sales Licensing) Act, 1935 (XIV of 
1935^? 

•I 

MINIStcf} in charge of FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr, Pras^nna Deb Raikat): Notliing is decided yet. 

/ 



»tJirouglioiit Bengal for this tax? 

t 

ThQ. Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: No, Sir. 

Khan Bfahac^ir MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Government consider 
the desirability of repealing the Act? . 


The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: No, Sir. 


Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: WLat dre the soirees of his 
information that there is no discontenf; in Bengal? i 
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The Hon'ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAtKAT: t* have no official 

information. 


Conduct of Proceedings in the nouse. 

. • • 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Ibefore you 
take up the next item of business onjhe paper, may 1 have your per- 
mission to say a few words regarding the incidents which happened 
yesterday eveifing? Yesterday evening I was looking out for an 
opportunity to pouf bil over troubled waters but the opportunity did 
not come to me the House agreed to adjourn for the da\ . The 
observations I desire* to m^ke, I make«\Mth a Kill sense of responsibili- 
ty. 1 entirely agree that'it is uj) to you to maintain order in this 
House and^at the •samo .time t(t maintain the ho;*our and dignity of 
its members. 1 ?eel also^I do not* know if the Leajler of the House 
will agree with me — lliat o£ all the Memb<‘rs iii this House the l-(^d(*r 
of the Hous(* and the Leipler of^the oj)])o.sitlon ^hould come to youi* 
assistance in maintaining order and dignity . in tliis ChamluM-, I 
would appeal to H*e Ti(‘a(h‘r of^ihe Hous<^ • to consider whedher the 
language liis^'cnnarks yesterdf^N and the t«ne and manner in which 
he made them were consonant with ])arliamentury d(*corum. 1 am 
makinf^ this apj)eal to him in •order tliat iA his fooler moments he may 
hav(‘ tli(‘ oppoitiinity of considering wbetlu'r of all peT;H 4 )nH in this 
House it is not th(‘ dut^ of tJln' Leader of the House and th(‘ duty of 
the Leadei- of the ()j)])osition to say nothing which can ruilfe the tem- 
per of the members. 1 say on the highest anthoiit> — and my authority 
is, Sii' J^rskine Ma\ that th(‘ use of temperate and decorous language 
im never more desirable than when a member if replying to his 
0 })j)()nents in debate. The imputation ^of bad luotives or motives 
ditferent from thos<' acknowleslged, misre]>re>enting the J^inguage of 
anotlier or accaising liim in his turn of misre])iesentation, c^^iarging him 
with falselnuid or dec*eit or contem]>tuous (»r insulting lifnguage of any 
kind, all these ^are unjvirlia^nentaiy andy^call for prompt interference. 
I should not lik«| tliough I am occu]i\ inj^^the (t})poHition Ibmclies, a 
situation of this kind to occur that the Speaker has *to interf(M’e as to 
wTiat the Leader ot the House or the Leader oi tltt^ Opposition has to 
say or does say in the Hotise. T do a})peal to th(‘ Leader of the 
House to con.^ider whetlier the language he eirtployed ioward's 
Mr. Sham^nddin Ahmad was con^Ldent with his dignity as IjeaderVif the 
House and was consistent w'ith ])arli}unentary decorum.* * 

The next observation 1 desire to make is an observation which 
arises out of a point which I took up at an early sitting oj the House, 
viz., the practice in tli^ old Council wliich, sjieaking for myself, I do 
not want to be. observed in this House, — the practice of reading from 
written Tfiftarnuecriids. lit is just as w’ell that I did not have an oppor- 
tunity of saying^ anything yesterday, because to-day I have had an 



CONBTTCT 01' PEOGS. IN THE HOUSE. [2in) Sept., 

I \ , \v 

Opport^miy of considering the temarks of the Hon’ble Minister for 
Agricuiitnre. I kriowt Sir, there are advantages in reading from 
writt^. manuscripts; I know there are ^advantages* in getting others 
to think for you^nd .write for you, but there are disadvantages too 
^ind.rii^ disadv^uitagcs are that you do not go into the spirit or the 
reality ‘of the debate. For instance, I may remind the Minister for 
Agrifi'ultute that there was no reference yesterday to his belonging to 
a zamindar family or any calumny so far as he himself and his pre- 
decessors were concerned. But I find that in his repYy he protested 
against something which was never uttered, he protested against 
calumny against himself and his predecessors in hie written composi- 
tion, though in fact thfre was *0000. I desire id be very careful in 
my remarks. 1 do not intend in any way, 'either directly or remotely, 
to say anything which may be a challenge tc-any 'of the Vulings you 
gave from your Chair yesterday. -I only (Jesire to' point out to the 
Hopse tlirough you, Sir, that if you protved to describe yourself as 
‘/amindar and protes,^ against sometlung tligt was never "uttered, you 
give occasion for the remarks of tlie other side of tlie House that you 
are drifting into irre»h'vahf’[v’. This, was the positk^n yesterday and I 
have been assured by uiy Hoikble frjend, Mr. Hassap Ali, that this 
was the spirit in wdiich he raised his objection regarding the relevancy 
or otherwise of the fton’ble Minister’^ remark as to liis being a 
zainindar or .his being a peasant at heart. 

The tlv’rd observation I desire to make is this: there are some of 
us here who /ire not new to the business of the Assembly, who were 
members of ^ the old Legislative Council. But may I, Sir, in all 
humility, remind you that there are others iiv this House who are new 
to this business? For them sometimes, as you will no doubt agree, 
it is somewhat di^icult to distinguish between a point of order, a 
j)oint of relfvancy or any otlier jmint ; and it has given — I say so 
deliberately — 1 ^ do not say it has given rise to offence — it has given 
rise to a certain amouivt of sorrow tliat certain remarks of yours were 
indeed tof) severe. For insty^'c, I do notrknow, Sir, if you remember 
that in answer to a point which Mr. Hassan Ali raised you said that 
,it was a frivolous point of order — an expression which you yourself 
Lad previously discoun'tenauced in this House. On that, my submis- 
sion is that a ^loiiit of order may be a sound point of order or a 
frivoknfs point of order. But if it is a point of order, whether sound 
or frivolous, a ruLing has to be given. It is only wLen it is not a 
j)oint of or^er tliat the answer of tV Speaker is that it is not a point 
of order and that it does not arise. There is also a feeling in 'this 
House — it is not necess'ary for me to go into the question as to whether 
that feeling is justified or not — that some of the ^embers, of this House, 
— particularly those sitting on this side of the House — ^were treated more 
or less in the fashion that schoolboys are sometifeaes treat/ed. I know, 
Sir, without your saving so, and I believe^ it^as never your desire 
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to give offence or to give^rise to a feeling that memherkof this House 

have been treated as school-hoys. But'! thought ^ was my ^ty as 
Leader of the Opposition to bring tliia inatW to your nStice'iuid also 
to the notice of the ^Leader of the House in order tliat the proceedings 
of this House may be carried on with «as much d^coriiift and dignity as ' 
possible, so that we may set an example to other Houses of tb^-iind 
in the rest of India in the matter of decorum and dignity. Sir, 1 was a 
Member — whether fortunately or not I do not know — T was a Member 
of the old Legislature, and fortuiiatel.x or unfortunately I am a member of 
this Assembly; Inft I venkire to think. Sir,— and >ou will correct me if 
I am wrong — thal tjie poh^tion which this House*has given me or which 
the constituencies all (iver Jlengal have given me has certainly made me ^ 
very careful abouj: the language i have used or should use during the 
debates. 1 do not thin*k 1 have transgressed pafl^amentary dignity or 
decorum in any way. ]*would therefore ap])eai to' the J^eader of the 
House to cpnsider whether a^ person in his 'position can employ the 
language which an ordimlry mefnb#r may empk)>^in the heat of debate, 
whether it is rigljt and proper for him to lying in matters relating to ^ 
propaganda outsiife the House, *“whet her tru^ or not, it does not 
matter — into tffe debates in this^ House, whether it is right for him to 
brinj^in matters which hapiy^ned several, daygj ago and which had 

nothing to do with the mattets of vesterday’s debate. 

* * • 

I am sure. Sir, knowing I do the Chief Minister as a man, he will 

respond to my ajipeal in the spirit in which the appeal is ma?le to him. 

% 

The Hon’ble Mr^ A.^Ki FAZLUL huQ: I will try td be very brief, 
•because I feel tliat a lengthy statement on my part*may lead me to use 
language whicli may embitter^ feelingg, if any feelings have been 
embittered liy the proceedings of last night, and may, also make it 
difficult for the Jjcader of tlie Oiijiosition and me to co-ojiAate in bring- 
ing into the debate of this House that spirit ^of frieniliy co-operation 
which ought tp mark the jiroceedingskif this Assembly. I confess, 
Sir, I was not rfady for the remarks whic\ havef just been made by the 
Leader of the Op])osition. But J may tell him at oi*ce that 1 sincerel^y 
appreciate the spirit in which these remarks htlve been made and I 
reciprocate the feelings of ffiendline.ss and I also extend to him the hand 
of co-operation for the future in preventing any incident of *ny kind 
which may lead to unpleasant 'remarks being made by on^ iftember 
against another or in the cours^ of debate wdiich bike place in this 
House. 

• 

Sir, as regards one or twm remarks of my friend I wish U) tell him that « 
my view' of parliamentary debates teaches me that It is open to us in 
the course of the debate and by way of illustration to refer to things 
which mhy have hapifened outside, but which ha.s a reference to proceed- 
ings which havS alrea^' t»ken place in this House. It is possible, Sir, 
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that my view in this matter is wrong and if that is also the view v;bich 
you, Sir, take, as Speaker, I shall certain^ not merely abide by your 
decisi^li butjl would ask all my friends in t^iis House to adhere Strictly 
to the rulings which you are prepared to give. 

As regards *'the pl*oceedings ,of this House, I fully realise that the 
position which I .fortunately hold as the Leader of the House should 
always be present before me in the course of the debate and if in the 
heat of the moment I may have been led to use language which may 
have hurt the feelings of my friends I can only say that I am sincerely 
sorry, and I shall try to work in future in*harmoriy and co-operation 
with every one, wdietner they are my supp(?rter8 nr whether they are 
Members of tlie Opposition. , 

There is one thin^g wliicdi I have beoii feeling and, to which I cannot 
but give expression af the present moment and it is this: There seems 
to be a vPry unfortunate feeling* of separati(pi between the supporters of 
GoATrnment and the Members of the Odpchsition. ft seenxs to me that 
unless this feeling is ehhcked a wdd^ gulf ]na\ separate us and render it 
im])ossible for the Meniborj^ of this House to di.y barge tlieir duties 
pro])eiiy and legitimately, towards their eonstit iieneies.^. At^er all it is 
an accident that there are some persons W'ho are occui)ying the Treasury 
Benches supported by*some'wdio agreed with the policy whicL they 
have undertaken and it is only an accident that some Members of the 
House are in the ()]>])()sition. So tar our ])ersoiial feelings are 
concerned, *t hey ought to be of absoluttdy brotherly regard, and I agree 
with the l^eader of the Opposition that it is extremely unfair and 
improper to attribute motives of any kind and even where the circums- 
tances might show^tbat room for susjncion is there it is always a ]>art 
of good breeding ikot be let oneself ,to utter any wa)rds wdiicli might 
imply that apy Member of this House is actuated by motives other than 
honourable. • 

Tlien, Sir, fliere is ojily* one part of the statement of my friend, the 
Leader of the Opposition, to ;<diich 1 hav^ listened w’it,h some regret. 
He lias referred to speeche / V' ritteii by others. I w6uld only like to 
jjoint out to him that merely because a .s])eech is read out there is hardly 
any reason to suspect tlrtit it has been written by others. And even if a 
speech is written by somebody else for me li becomes my speech so long 
as it enlbodies tile sentiments which T want to express. Sometimes it 
so happerfs that 1 noay have ideas, but T cannot put them forward in the 
proper language" and I may seek as.systunce of a fiiend to put them in 
the proper form. After all English is not our mother tongue and we fnay 
not have a complete mastery over wmrds and it is a great pity that the 
rules of debate require that w'e should speak f.n English ordinarily 
unless we are not sufticiently acquainted with the English language. 
We should be given the option to express ourselves in our mother 
tongue unless of course we desire to indulge ^in bhe luxwy of talking in 
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a foreign tongue. Now, Sir, I am looking forward to much happier days 
ahead as a result of the Chnf^rence which is s(fon gt)ing to J;)e held 
regarding the repatriation of the Andamans prisoners. AVhen we meet 
ill Conference let us ^lope that we will he able to meet in perfecf friendli- 
ness and with the sole object of serving 41 cause whfch ha^ now turned out 
to be absolutely national and with that end in view 1 extremely welcome 
the remarks that have been made by i^y friend the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion, and I hoge, Sir, the incident of last night would now be forgotten. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDBA BOSE: May 1 say'one word to clear one 
small misunderstanding in^ the mind*of the ^^eader ok tiie House. I ^ 
entirely a^ree that we have gotjo'do business as members of the liCgis- 
lature efficiently^ It is nec'essary ^fur us at somt* time or other — if I 
may use a colloiiuial expi^ssion — to pick other people’s brain ,*but what 
I wanted tc; point out amf 1 aIkI point out was the disadvaiitagi^ol a 
written composition. Y*ou may •anlici]»ate an attack will be 

launched against ,\ou because you ba])j»(‘n tp be a zamindar; but even ^ 
if no such attack i* made, tlu' wi^tteii reply L sffll tlnuc in tlie written 
composition, f never lieaid aify language or •calumny against the 
Slini^er himself or bis illustrious ])redevessor:*. 

As regards the spirit of Iriendline^^ I may assure tjje liCader of 
the House that tlumgli we ^nay fight our battjes inside this Council 
Chamber, he and I being Members of the Par for several* years, that 
fight will never be carried on in bitterness outside tlu* doors of this 
Chambfir. 


Mr, SPEAKER: I must -say at the outset that* notlyng to me is 
more pleasant than this frank expression of views oi» friendliness 
between the lu'ader of the Opposition and the Leadef of the House. 
1 say that as much from a little selfish ])oint of view, because that makes 
my task much geasier than wdiat it oibr'^wise ^voiild be. It is by a 
peculiar coincidence that this very morning I wuis* reading tfie vc^ 
passages from May to which Mr. Pose has referred* T mitirely associate 
myself with those remarks.* 1 may also say that the manner in whjch 
the Speaker can discharge his duties to a great extenf dej)end «pon the 
members of the House. MembeTs may go in a map tier that «na*y make 
the task of the S])eaker extremel;^’ difficult, and in all* sucTuoccasions I 
ha\e given them more than the usual indulgence that I probably ought 
to. 

• 

In regard to the pc^nt of order raised by Mr. Ha«san Ali yesterday I 
^ say again witli a full .sense of responsibility that there was no occasion 
^for his suddenly • rising up and interrupting the Nawab Bahadur of 
'Dacca in the nlidst o\his^ speech. Mr. Bose of all persons will agree 
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with me that it was merely a casual preliminary remark on the paH of 
the Nvawab Bahadur that though he wars ^ zamindar he was really a 
peasant at h*eart. I do not think it can be said to be irrelevant by any 
stretch of imaginatiofi. I quite agree with Mr. »Bo8e that a point of 
order when raiS'ed has to be decfided, but I believe Mr. Bose knows the 
famous axiom of Euclid that a point is that which has a position but no 
mugnitiide or dimension. That rtay be sometimes with a point of order. 
It is very difficult to give a ruling on a point of order whei* it comes to the 
vanishing ]K)ini. What I meant yesterday was tbat it was not a point 
of order. 1 admit that a Member is fully hntitled, as I have already 
said, to raise a jioint oi o^der amHo enquire whether a speech is relevant 
or not biH vvljfJ T said yesterday was tlnU there was in this case no 
occasion for a point of order. Nobddy,, deplores mope thani-myself the 
incidents of yesterday. And I believe every one of. us feels that one 
should nfd have done* things which one hac^^lo do in the circumstances 
of ITist night. 1 had no other alternative but to deal firitily with the 
interruj)tions that liad t&ken j>lace Ifist night. ' Mr. Ifose will agree with 
me on tliis point — and ha has referred to the very,* same matter from 
May which I was reading this morning — that interrupt iqns are not 
permitted in such cashs. But as I have said already interruptions may 
be allowed sometimes of- even* overlooked 9.0 that the debate may <aot be 
dull and dreary, j)rovided that .these interruptions are not in the nature 
oi constant running <*omments, 1 hope Mi; Bose will not misunderstand 
me when J say that if interrujitions are made day in and day out and 
menilKU’ after inember rises with a view to raising a point of order which 
is not obviously a jioint of orde/, and when I find that the time at the 
disposal of the Ilowse is so short that every one of us should try to de 
his best to finish our business, I liaye in tlie circumstances no other 

alternative than t(^ deal firmlv uith the situation. 

« 

t 

And there one other matter which we should remember. This is 
the early lieginning of* the Parliamentary form of Government and 
nobody realist's more than mwelf that ther^ are mem liar’s in this House 
w'ho do not know* yet the rarliamentary practice and procedure, and 
ffir them what I suggetjt is that it is always desirable that important 
points of order should be raivsed by the lei^tiers of the different groups 
and it w^iuld be q*uite well if the followers follow the leaders before they 
themse'lve^ take the responsibility of caising any important point. I 
do not suggist liy Ibis that I want to restrict the liberty of members. 
I think all will learn by waiting and following their leaders. I believe 
Mr. Bose will agree with me when I say that he himself has raised 
very few points of order even though he has been one of the front 
benchers in the opjmsilion ])resent almovst throughout. I have always 
received cordial help from him, as he has, to my jcnowledge, sometimes 
seen to it that members from his side do not rise on points of orders 
unnecesvsarily and he has always tried to resist tjfat attempt. So far as 
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fioijie of my friends however are ooneerned^ I am sometimes helpless. 
When I find that a point* of jorder is such that it* should not ha^ve been 
raised, it is very difficult for me hut to deal with it firmly* 

• 

As regards Mr. Bose’s remarks thal I have treated some members in 
the fashion of school boys, I will say that it was far* from my intention 
to deal with them as school hoys. do think that none of you are 
school boys, ^ei I feel it would be profitable if every one becomes a 
schoolboy for some Jtime or other, because I believe every one has to a 
large extent to fcTllow his leader in the House in order to learn many 
things as regards tliis Parliamentary^ institution. 1 will not say any- 
thing more except that 1 i^ipeal once again to all sectiffiis of the House* 
to lend m^ their help and givQ me their assistam^o in' the discharge of 
my duties as Spe^aker in a proper yianner. 1 aih’very glad to have this 
opportunity to express nf)'^ views on this matter. l’ shall onl\' add that 
if the temjKjr of the House yeslerday was as co*ol as it is to-day, pro\>al)ly 
there would have been nb occasion for such n^narks on any side of the 
House; but iinfovtunately the temjier of the llouse yesterday towards# 
the close of the procee<lings was such thaf Mr. Bose will remem lier 
that from my 'left — I do not absolutely mean right on the left but a 
little^ in front towards m\ left — about 10 or *15 members rose simul- 
taneously in their seats on points of or^er. Surely all wjll agree with 
me, it is very difficult in a situation like this to keep c(mtrol over the 
House unless one has to deal with the matter just as Mr. *Bose would * 
have dealt w'ith it — jierhaps more severely than 1 have done myself. 
Yet I hojie the memljers will not misunderstand me when I say that 
my functions only begin wdien the members give me their help an’d 
assistance; and 1 am always ]>re})ared to give those who are in the back 
benclu's all the assistance 1 can to help iliem in their w'ork as members 
of this legislature, , 

I shall not be long but I shall conclude by\sayinj^ that I very much 
appreciate the observations of the Leader of th^ Opposition and of the 
Leader of the ifouse and I hope that we shall all remember that forget- 
fulness is a very great virtue and we shall all b^gin afresh just noW, 
so that there may not l>e ^any recurrence of such incidents. Persem- 
ally for myself I shall l>e very glad to get the helj\ of the Leadeir of 
Opposition and the Leader of thp House in this respect. I a^ain repeat 
that the success of the manner in which this Ho\ise ca’j conduct its 
proceedings dej>ends largely upcn the Leader of the House and the 
Lehder of the Opposition. I shall conclude by praying that this spirit 
of friendliness and good-will may permeate all our daHy work and I ^ 
hope we shall begin ^jur work again in a i>erfectly friendly spirit. 

There is only one"J personal remark which I should like to make. I 
feel that, even^hougl I l^ave had justification, if any member has felt 
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. V 

that the ruling which I gave yesterday wtt too rigid, they will accept 
my explanation. Theugh I do not deviate innny way from the correct- 
ness of iny ruling, I hope that mwnbers f/ill realise that there are 
occasions on which it is difficult to keep control over a House like this 
when 10 to 20 peojde.all rise up at once. I hope that if the members 
will kindly rise u]> in a nianner in which sweetness will prevail, the task 
of myself and of the other menihers of the House will be more easy. 

As regaids jny ruling regarding written speeches, aj^^ I said in the 
beginning, written Hj)eeche8 should be avoided as. far as possible; but 
as 1 have said before, it is impossible to ban out written speeches 
altogether as even then on this side of the House. there will be some 
members who will be de])rived oi' their rigb| of speech. 


DTi KALINAKSHA SANYALs Sir, may 1 rise on a point of 
personal explanation? 1 submit that 1 shall not spoil the grace that 
you have thiown u]K)n us. I have Iwen j)erhtips the only member who 
has raised the largc'st nunvbpr of points ot order aiid therefore I owe 
an explanation. 1 have dune it with a feeling that wheq. we were meet- 
ing for the first time, it w'ould be better for us to know the rules and 
the parliamentary practice ])r(tperly. 1 have often tried to raise spoints 
of considerabl(3 interest, and oii most occasions. Sir, I have quoted or 
referred to tJie rules and the passages froui parliamentary authorities. 
If 1 have ohended you and the House in any way through these, I must 
say that 1 have done it without any intention of offending anyone. 1 
shall submit your ruling, Sir,‘ if it is your desire, that in future I 
slnill not raise point, even if >ou have some important direction to give 
on deciding* on a ])o^r»t ol order. Mapy of my jx>ints have given you 
this opportunity. J^lven now theie is one point of order which you have 
referrcxl to tlc‘ Advocate-deneral or siune lawyer, namely the admissi- 
bility of (juesti(,ns to mein})ers. J have not had your ruling on that 
point as yet. 1 have ti'K'd, as far as ]K)ssiblp, to draw your attention 
to imjMutunt issues, and. if it is your ruling, as we have just now heard 
from you, that in diituie we'^ should be as far as possible patient and 
should Hot raise questions or points of order I shall cease to raise poinig 
of order any more. 


Mr. SPEAKER: It is tar from inv intention that points of order 
should not be raised. ]>i*. Saiiyal, 1 must say that in spite of the 
numerous j>oints of orders that you have raised, you have been quite 
helpful and I have taken a note of many new points which you have 
referred to. I hope you will not mind if I ask you to rise as many 
times as you like but I hoj)e whenever you rise yoir will be as sweet and 
08 cool as you have been just now (Laughter). / 
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THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
iFOR 1937-38. 

DEMAND FOR, GRANT. 

“42 — Co-operaUve Credit.” 

The Hon’Me Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, on the 
recommendation of llis Excellency Oio Governor, 1 beg- to move that 
a sum of Rs. 13, SI, 000 bo granted for expenditure under the bead “42 — 
Co-operative Credit*” ’ 

Sir, in, presenting* this den\antl to the House, I feel that I should 
just explain in l>rief Id the lion’ hie nienibers the different items that 
go to constitute this suiri of Its. 1-1,81, 000. This Sum aloi'g with a 
further sunj of lls. 13,00(f which is charged,’ make up a total afftouiit 
of Rs. 13,94,000. This ’is all the' more nece.tsa^y because this is the 
first time since tl^e lleforms were first inaugurated in this Province in 
1921 tliat a demand of Co-operafive Credit is going to he di.scussed in 
the IjegisTatur? by tlie represeiitativ(‘s of the peo])le. You will find, 
Sir, ^hat this department w^s so long Hpkcd up with llie Dejiartment 
of Agri(‘ulture and Industries, and the time that was ullotti'd to that 
depart nnuit during the budget discussions of past years was e\lia listed 
before the Department of Co-operative Credit was reached. ■ ll has now 
been given the dignity of being recognised us an import ant and 
independent department and I have every reason to .liopi' that ibis 
.dignity will be maintained by the House. • 

Y"ou will find, Sir, that the major pa^*! of the demand comprisea the 
])ay of officers and of establishment, allowances, honorar’a and contin-' 
gcncies. All these items account tor Ks. l(),bo,()0U, ol' wliich.^ as I 
have said, the small sum of Its. 13,000 is “(‘barged.” 

As we hav^^not yet been able to establish any branch of the 
co-ojierative movement in the (ihittagong Hill Tracts, we have ilut 
iacurred any exiienditure in that part of the I’j'oviiice and therefore 
nothing has l>eeu shown iigginst it. 

The next head. Sir, indicates “grauts-in-uid” (hat are ‘given to 
various institutions in the Provihce. The total ampunt for this purpose 
comes up to Es. 2,12,000, of which a sum Tis, 2 lakhs is' for the Pro- 
vimcial Co-operative Bank on account of the annual subsidy which was 
provided by the legislature last year. It is ’hoped that with this 
annual grant bf Rs. 2 lakhs a year, spreading over a perihd of 12 years, 
the Provincial Co-operative Bank will be able to make good their 
estimated losses anc^ at the same time to pass on benefits to -central 
hanks by way#of reuvission of arrear interest and by reduction of the 
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rate of interest, t*! should mentioa/in’tkjs connection that it is the 
earnest aim of the department to edj^re, w^^th the limited powers' at 
its disposal, that the benefits that will he Received by the Central 
Ranks will in* turn be passed on to the rural societies and their mem- 
bers, Out of the babfnce of Rs. 12,000 for grants-in-aid, a sum of 
Rs. 2,500 is distributed to vafious poor and backward societies, 
Rs 0,500 is granted to the Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society 
— an entirely non-official body fol the purpose of spreading ideas of 
co-op\ratioii amongst the people of the Province through non-official 
agencies. Dr. Promatha Nath Banerjee, late M'into Professor of 
Economics of the Fniversity of Calcutta, is the CJiairman of the 
Society. ' , , * * 

‘ Sir, the head “other cliarges” includes expenditure upon schemes 
for the development handloom industry by c<>^6pera\ive methods, for 
which Rs. 1,15,500 have btum allotted. In addition to' provision under 
this h^ad for the pay of officers and of establii^hment specially employed 
u^ion furtherance of thfse schemes a^sum of lbs. 75,695 is to be distri- 
buted amongst the different non-official organisations for the purpose of 
Vissisting and eiicouragrig Activities (\t' co-ojierative 'societies. Alam- 
danga Yarn Dej)oi is allotted Rs. 5,0001 and there is a similar sum for 
Bankura District Industrial Tlnion. Rs. 2,000 is provided for the 
Bengal Provincial (5)-operative' Tndustri al jfsociety, Rs. '1,000 for Nao- 
gaon Co-oi)eiohn'e Industrial (^fiion, Rs. 2,000 for Chowmohoni Co- 
o])eration Union, and Rs. 4,6t)5 has been ]n()})osed to be given to the 
AYomen’s <h)-oj)yrative Industrial Home. Rs. 25,000 is granted to the 
Bengal Home Industries Association which helps in i)r{)viding a market 
for the products of co-operative societies; and, other institutions will 
receive the balance' o^ Rs. 11,000. 

The “pay of establishment’’* under this head covers the salaries of 
various exjK'rt ‘^eachers and mistries engaged f(,r the guidance of indus- 
trial societies, k* aj)])ears therefore that the department has not only 
been alive to their sense of resjwmsibility but has also been anxious to 
see that the money plact^l at their dLsposal will be si>ent^ft)r the correct 
develojunent of co-operative irfdustrial concerns on sound and practic|il 
lines. 

• I 

The present demand for co-operative societies exceeds that of last 
year*by nearly Rs.* 2,30,000. The increase is partly accounted for by 
new schAne^s in connection with the development of handloom industry, 
for which an Vxtivsi sum of Rs. 54,000 is projwsed. Re-organisation 
and expansion of the staff of the department will require ov«r 
Rs. 1,39,000 and increase in the staff of auditors requires Rs. 28,000. 
^n 1935-36 the ‘total expenditure of this department was Rs. 8,67,000 
and you will observe, Sir, that in these two years the demand has 
grown by over Rs. 5 lakhs; it is a large increas^, but completely 
justified. . ^ 



89 ^ 


1937-3 DEMAND FOE GRANT. 

It will -be freely admitted ^Hat is one of tho^e departmoats * 

whicji can very rightly be ^^alleA :^^nati(m-buildiiig.’^ There are no 
politics in it, and no room •for^|X)T!iics ; and I sincerely believe that if 
this department is worked properly and in true spirit it viill not only 
1)0 able to bring a message of hoi>e to our suffering brethren but at the 
same time it will brilig real relief to them. I must kankly confess 
that 1 do not presume that the Department is all perleit, or that the 
^'ondition of the co-operative credit movement is at present all that we 
would desire it to be. But, Sir, 1 am sine, 1 shall be able to convince 
ihe ’House thaf if there are short-comings — and short-comings there 
must be — they are no! entirely due to the fault of the departmenl or 
its officers. 


It is just because I am ctnscious that short-comings ?ind didects do 
exist that I. welcoi^e this first (wcasion of a discus;>ion upon the work 
of co-operative societies and of thi# departmenf.’ Through all these 
years we have never had tfie^ opportunity of receiving any advff'C based 
upon a healthy criticism of our ’activities. The deuartment merely ^lud* 
to depend upon the powers ’given *to ft by statute^— first the Co-o iterative 
Societies Act of Hi()4 subsequently amendej tby the Act of 1912 — and 
upon the rules framed thereunder. * It will api)j.'ar from a perusal of the 
preamble o* the *Act of 1912 that*this measures \fas enacted with the 
object i>f teaching self-help and thrift amoMg agriculturists and labour- 
ers. In the several sections whVh go to piake up this A(“i tjiere is cmly 
the mention of the appointment of si>ecial officers for the purpose of 
guiding and advising the activities of the societies which wbuld com© 
within the jmrview of the Act. Theie is no provision whatsoever in 
the Act empowering the (lej)artment to^take any effective measures to 
cpforce observance of tin' rules and instructions wMch are issued, or 
to impose any penalities for any bieach thereof. It is no doubt true 
that the co-oj>erative movement, if it is fo ])r()s])er a^d to be of real 
service to the people, must be based upon good-wdll and honesty as also 
upon the idea of self-reliance. I do not for a momenif suggest that 
there is any dishonest motive ]>revalent in the ihinds of our peojde, s6 
far as the work^i^g of this movement is concerned. But, Sir, regard 
being had to the facts that a large percentage of oar i)eople is still 
illiterate and that human nature is human qature, it is at times 
necessary that in support *of their efforts towards guidance and 
assistance, the department must also jKissess some jxjwers of ^ontr6l 
and supervision over the workings of (;o-oi>erative institutions.^ k niay 
at once mention without any fear of contra«liction that yierois no such 
power given by this Act. And if* to-day my honourable friends ta,k& 
us to task for not having been able to do all that* they desire us to do 
I should tell them that before they can criticise us from ^hat point of 
view: they should — if I may use that expression — vest us with necessary 
powers ami if we fail to exercise these pow'ers properly it will then 
and then only that th^ can take us to task, but not liefore. 
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* So far as I rnnember of the activities of the late Bengal Eegislatiye 
Council for the last 7 years the Legislafhre did not get any opportunity 
of giving the department any advice. ..But I think if I remember 
aright the d6'f>^rtment came up for discussion in the wmrse of a del)at€ 
on a resolution tabled ^oy one of the non-official members of the Council. 
B(*side8 giving personal touch that honourable member pointed out 
that tlie department was very much understaffed and that it did not 
possess sufficient amount of officer's to he able to look after the working 
of 'the numerous village societies. It was also said th^it the dep^rt^ 
7neni did not have that amount of officers which ^ would have enabled 
th(‘ni to deal with the reports that were submitted ‘from time to time 
from the (constituents', naimdy, the central banks or rural primary 
j societies. Gov^unment felt, however, that Cie department re(]uired an 
investigation and one was actually held. It was found in the end 
that in point of fact i-hc department was understaffed and in order that 
the department miglit be of some real service to the people it should be 
proprrly staffed without delay. Again on {lie result of thpt investiga- 
tion it also transpired that the real officers of the department, viz., the 
Inspectors and Auditors who have to move about in the interior of the 
province guiding and assisting the primary societies, did not possess 
that amount of knowledge of the princi])les ol co-o])^ration. It was 
therefore thought neceiisary ^hat these offi(‘ers should have a training 
in the principle of co-oi)erati(ui. And vhose that would be recruited 
would also be given a proper training both in the theory as also in the 
practice of« co-operative principles along with the principles of banking 
and auditing.' The Government of India was moved and they felt the 
necessity of l^ilpiiig this deparUnent with money. 1 shall be failing 
in my duty if I wc^uld not have mentioned in this connection the line 
of action that the late Government took in this direction. In point of 
fact in January, lOdb, this lunV scheme was approved and it is now being 
put into aeti^il operation. As a result of this and with the money that 
has been placed at our disposal by the Government of India we have 
started a training camp at Dum Dum under the guidance of an experi- 
enced officer who is aasisted by a number^ of offi(*ers who have under- 
gone a thorough training fn this subject in the Punjab. The first 
batch of officers who came in for training left the institute towards 
the end of July last. 

Mr*' SPEAKER : Mr. Mullick, how^ long you will take to finish? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: About 10 
minutes. f 

Mr. SPEAKER; But we have got only 1 hear 45 minutes for the 
discussion of this subject. If you could finish it in 5 minutes I would 
adjourn the House thereafter. 
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Or. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: He will talk it out! 

The Hon’Me Mr. MUKU,NBA'bEHARY MULLICK: I^have ^ot to 

satisfy Dr. Sauyal with fig^ures. , 

'* * 

Dfe NALINAKSHA SANYAL; You are merely reading out office 
notes. 

The Hon’bldT Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. I 
am sorry, no one h;as* prepared note for me. 

The new reci’ults who will be apix)inted will 'also have to undergo 
similar training in tlie theory and practice of ctvoperatii)!! before they 
are appointed on a permanent ba.sis* 

<• .•* . .j 

At present there is one Assistant, Registrar in ‘enarge of administra- 
tion of eac'h division and H has not been ]K)ssible for him to ^’en pay 
a c asual visit, to, not to talk of* auditing, any number of societies Ihat, 
are under his charge. In' each 'di^'^sion the nfinfber is al>out 4 or 6 
thousands. It is looped that when the department is proi)erly staffed 
the societies in the 'interior of the* ])rovince will %ave proper attention 
fjoni the officers ‘of the department. ♦ 

Sir^ I do not think that »] should be justified to antitdpato the 
criticisms that several honourable memj)ers of this lloijs;^‘ desire to 
level against the department, through the various inotions thaf they 
liave tabled. Hut 1 have every hope that when time comes T sliall be 
able to satisfy them that in point of fact neither the officers nor the 
.department were at fault. They desire^ that the dejiurtment slmiild be 
ipore active; they furthd’ desire that the dejiartnnfnt sliould be able 
to improve the lot of agriculturist; they desire agajn that the depart- 
ment .should be able not only to supervise the workiilg of^the various 
banks and societies but that the department should also be atle to reduce 
t]u‘ rate of interest upon the loans they advance to th^ members of 
societies. By another set of motions some of 'my honourable friend's 
desire that the Apartment ^^liould be properly organised and worked. 

I can only say that their de.sires are the del^ires of nfyself and of the 
offic ers of the department, and that we are keenly rlevoted to the task* 
of putting these desires into*elfect. But, Sir, for some of these more 
powers are needed and for others more time is needecU This i| not *a 
plea for time to sleep over the matter; far from it; from day tc^dbf^^ our 
attention is concentrated upon the ways and means foi; improving the 
administration of the department •and for putting into effect schemes 
designed to improve the methods and achievements of co-operative 
societies. . • 

I should not be justified to go into the question of the activities of 
the department during these years as I find from the motions tabled 
that I shall have to m'^tion other things in proper time to satisfy my 
38 * ^ 
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honourable frie^isds to show that the department has really done some- 
thing towards the (Jevelopment of both the credit and non-credit* side 
of th6 movement. " f 

1 m*ight indicate to my fiiends the measures which I have in view 
and which I ii^tend /aking as soon as possible fof bettering some of the 
conditions which unfortunately exist at present in this department. 
Firstly, I think that the audit should be separated from supervision 
apd I believe when this is attained it will be possible to put the accounts 
of all the societies and banks upon a proper check and< in sound order. 
Secondly, I think that the Co-operative Societies 'Aj^t needs amendment 
and in this matter I, will ask for the support, help,, advice and assist- 
ance of my lionourable ‘friends <of this llou^^e and' also of those outside 
j)ublic who are interested in ihis movement. Thirdly, I might say that 
I shall take action, in the case of any breach of rules of conduct or 
disc,ij)line on the jiart of any officer of the departmen*t if that is brought 
to ,piy notice. We have (‘very lu)i)e that witli tlie co-opeiation and 
helj) of our friends ^e shall be able arany rate to satisfy the demands 
so far as this department is concerned. 

I think I should ^Iso mention inMhis (;onnectioi’i tliat tliere lias been 
some amount of mteapprehension over the new apylointni^ents which 
are going to be made shortly. The vollf^Y of (|uestions wdiich have been 
put to me in both the Houses indicate that there lias been this mis- 
apjireheusioti. But I might *at once tell my friends that there is no 
basis for nny such misa])i)rehension what?ioever. So far as my Muham- 
madan friends are con(‘erned, I may say that their proper share in the 
services wdlh be truly recogni%(;ul : so far as my friends the members 
of the schedulejJ castes and other minority (‘ommunities, e.^., 
Christians, Baharis, Buddhists, Anglo-Indians, are concerned their 
proper share in .the services will mit be overlooked ; and I might say 
in general hhat I sliall do nothing by which efficiency of the adminis- 
tration mighti be hampered in any way whatsoever. It may be that 
d shall not be able to please everybody but 1 have every reason to hope 
that I will not displease anybody who t»kes a sensible and reasonable 
view of things... t 

Sir, I think 1 <:sho,uld also add one personal note to you, Sir, and 
to the House that I have never had any administrative experience, 
to bcv trank, T must admit that I have been a member of the legal 
prof(^ssipn lor these long 23 years ?.nd for some time 1 have been a 
member of the legislature and of some other local bodies, siudi as, the 
University of Calcutta and the Disfrict Board of Khulna. 1 must also 
confess that I have 'not got any pretension or presumption of feeling 
that I know too much. But I have been trying to get into the compli- 
cations of administration. I have not got an^ personal likes or dis- 
likes; nor have I any desire to introduce any in the administration; 
but I shall try faithfully to discharge the ^futies ^ that have been 
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entrustefl to me, and I have every hope that, with t«!e assistance and 
ad\^ce wliich the honourable members of this House would be good 
enough to give me conscie^ti^usVv, and I can only answer the -House 
that I shall be able to discharge those onerous iluties ^and, I shall 
never spare myself in the discharge of those duljes, so that I may be 
able to be of real service to the people “as also to my inullierland. 

One word more, Sir, and I have finished. So long this department 
lias suffered from the lack of any advice and also from the la^ of 
public interest* as also from the lack of' sutHcient staff. Now, I am 
glad to say that y e are ^going to rec-eive both in some measure. 
Let that interest*be critical but let that also la; s\m})atheti<', and we 
hope also that we may be given some ‘powers tfnd time so that we miglit 
exercise tho^e powers to^make^an effective controf and to make 
proper siipervisiojf and .that iif the end we may.^U’ove to our friends 
that this DepartiTient is ^ble to sei* this movement, gn its legs in order 
that it might benefit not •nly the tliousands.ot its members but^ also 
the millions^ ot people in.RengaJ; ^nd 1 hope thj^l we sliall be able it) 
justify the demand for Ks. 13,81,000 which 1 now formally move. 

The House was* then adjourne*! for 15 iliuiutis. 

After adjournment. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: t8ir, T beg to move that th<' demand of 
Ivs. 1'*. 81 ,000 under the liead “«i2 — Go-operative (h'(*dit” b*‘ reduced by 
IN. 100, in order to dis(usK flo' inability of tin* 'd(‘])artment #to im])rove 
the lot ot th(' agriculturists in the })i(»vinc(* and also ‘to discuss tlie 
relationsliip of the Geiitral Ranks witii the Hural Soci(>tj(‘s at present. 

• Sir, as one c('iiiiecie<l*with om- of the lu-st-manajftMl and most solvent 
Co-operative ('entral Ranks in tliis ])rovince I dip’e sa> without the 
least fear of contradiction — of any sensible contiudiclion 1 mean — that 
the co-operative movement in the province of Rengal ha% been a total 
and a com])lett‘ failure. The manner in which the co-Aj)eralive move- 
ment is beinu' run, the ways in which its acti’Jlties are being directetl, 
has absolutely •l^st for itse^ the credence of Uie public and shaken 
their confidence in the movement itself. »Sbme of thf* d(‘falcation cases 
in the Central C'o-oiierative Ranks that came to ^thfb notice of the jiublif: 
and in which convictions wese also .secured also lend itself to the theory 
that the credit of some of the Central Co-operative. Ranks l^as In^en 
absolutely shattered. The objective with which the co-operatlv(i« move- 
ment was ushered into this land from tlie Rhineland ^of Ctermany has 
failed to attain the desired eifd. The co-operative movement in 
Rengal was usheied in in the year 1902 to fight the menace that pre- 
sented itself to tlie teeming millions of Rengal in order to relieve 
them of their indebtedness, and in order to lietter and improve their 
conditions, as well as to relieve them from the clutches of the mahajans 
who were fleecing th^i practically of their life-blood. 
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But, Sir, so far as the movement is concerned, we have to confess, 
and if reasonable, Ibe department itsc^lf has '^ot to confess, that it has 
failed to acWeve the object with which the 'co-operative movement was 
introduct^d into the sf^il of Beiif^al. It may be said, Sir, that the co- 
operative movement in Bengal is an institution of recent growth and 
also that it is an institution not of indij^enous orif^in but of foreign 
import ; but still. Sir, when tlie movement was actually ushered in it 
ou;,^!! l‘^ive been tlie duty of the de])artment and the duty of Gov- 
ernment to see that pioper effect is f>iven to the intentfons of Govern- 
mejit in r\innin<^ the administration of this departuvent as it ought to 
be. Sir, the co-operative movement, after having been ushered in in 
the y(‘ar 1902, was ])ractYcally given effect to in wliole in the year 1912 
after the passing of the CV)-operativc Societies Act (II of 1912). Up 
till the year 1928, ‘If, the statistics are" correct-,- you ' will fiffd that the 
mov(Mneid was steadily growing, but from the yeai'* 1928 up to date 
thei‘ 4 ' lias been a comj)lete standstill, andi tlie movement has failed 
hboslutely to make a single stej) f^orward in. acliieving itA policy. It 
might be argued by the department that since the year 1928 the whole 
country has been passing 'through a jvide economic -distress, and it has 
therefore not been juj^ssible to spread ^the movement to» tlie extent that 
it ought to hav(‘ been. The public feel, and tlie Government itself 
ought to feel, that in a counfrv wliich is^.lnhabited by about 5 crMes of 
]»eo])le, in a -country in wdiich there are about 1,20, 000 villages, up 
till to-day^ the movement lias been able Go establish only 2-I,4-')7 co- 
operative societies and not more, and the department has been able to 
estalilish only 414 (hmtral Banks and that uj) till now 1,414 rural 
so(deties have gone into liquidation. It may be said in defence that 
the movement has*^been a failure because' theie lias not been a proper 
res])onM‘ Irom the Governmept in supplying money to the department 
itself. Sir,tl am not going to accuse officei’s of the department for 
failing to edjie with the situation, but 1 accuse Government itself, 
bjecause it has been veyy much callous and have not appreciated the 
difficulties of the people. Government, it seems, ushered in this insti- 
tution, only to show fheir j»‘ood will to the people but not any genuine 
ylesire to lielp them. Practically, I should say that Government were 
moved to shed crocfldik* tears at tlie condition of the teeming millions 
of the people. It would a])pear that Go'^ernment liave provided only 
a petty sum of 'd lakhs for running the movement. Now, if you will 
please lompare .the j)osition of 'Bengal with the position of 
the Jhmja\), so far as this movement is concerned, you will 
find tliat the Punjab has gone much ahead in this respect, 
though the movemen't in the Punjab was started not later than 1902. 
The reason is that the Punjab Government spend a sum of Es. 1-12-9 
per capitdj whereas tlie Government of Bengdl spend Es. 0-7-9 per 
capita. That, Sir, shows the solicitude of this Government for the 
down-trodden people that inhabit the soil of B^^igal! ^ Bengal, Sir, is, 
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therefore, lajrging far behiiul other provinces like *ftombay, Madras, 
the United Provinces, the* Central Provinces and Berar. You will find 
also that Governments ij t*liose provinces are providipj? a sum of 
Rs. 2-14-0 per capita^ Rs. 0-13-0, Rs. 1-10-0, ^ind Rs. 0-10-9, respec- 
tively, whereas Bentjal only spends Rs. 0-7-0. • • 

The Government of Benoal spends only a few ujinas per liead for 
tlie education of Benoal’s children }]nd the Departmeml of Go-opera- 
tive is also spending a petty pittance to <riye relief to the tenaiU^of 
Bennal. Therefore I say, Sir, that the movement has been a c<unj)lete 
and absurd failure. Tha intention willi whieli tliis nioveinent was 
ushered in was tft help the people as best as it cf)uld to relieve tiiein of 
tiieir indebtedness and also to tea(‘b ^hem the lessons* of co-o])eration 
and self-hel]). The ITon’ble Minister in chaiye told the House that 
tlie ])rinciple of cb-opeYation and self-help is on«*Af tin* ])rinciples that 
is to [)e taught to tlie jxkople, but what has the Government done up 
till now? The Government has not moved its* little finj^er even titfrive 
relief to the jieople in Uiis dii*ect 4 on. So faf as we know there are 
Supervisors of the (Central Go-operative Banks, -who <ro to the mufassil 
not to teach them* lesson on co-<*peration 'but ft) exact from them as 
much moilYy a:f possible. Generally it ou<rhf tojiave been tlie feelinja^ 
of peo])le of the rural soc-ieties and the feelln<r^)f the masses that these 
Supei^'isors should come as 4hcir f»‘uide, as their counsel, as their 
teachers but whenever they appear, fliey ap])ear as •(^rinminj? tax 
gatherers whose appearance “is abhorant to tlieln. ^ 

Then there is another defect to which 1 also w^ant to draw the atten- 
tion of the llon’ble Minister which i^ that here the Government has 
jiot supplied Mifficient nftmber of officers to run tluf administration like 
the Punjab. The Punjab has ijot 34 Assistant Begistrars who have 
made certain units faid certain groups within the* dej)aj-tment itself 
and the officers in whose care a cei tain unit is given go to #ural societies 
and teach them lessons. Here you have appointed on? gentleman as 
Assistant Registrar and you expect that gentreman to tour the whole 
of Bengal and*yispect 33,000 rural societies ii Bengal whiidi is an 
impossibility. We want that these deparfmental aifthority should go 
to the rural societies, inspect them and give tBem» advice; but w^e fin?! 
that sometimes they go ami only inspect the Gentral Banks and do 
nothing more than that. Therefore the de])artmcnt ought to g^ve more 
money for the Inspection Department. Madras spends sfini of 
Rs. 50,000, Ceutial Provinces Rs. 40,000 but wTiat "flu; Gfft^ernment of 
Bengal is going to do? Absolutely nothing. 

Moreover I would submit that the indebtedness of tlie people of 
Bengal is rising high owing to the high interest that is being charged 
by the department itielf. This movement was ushered in at a time 
when the mahajans were charging from 37 per cent, to 75 per cent, 
from the tenants an(\ju8t to relieve them this movement was started. 
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but now the C'o-operative Department charge 15 per cent, from ^the 
tenants. After the passing of the Mcfiey-leflders’ Act that full credit 
should be given to the members, it does not' lie in the mouth of Gov- 
ernment *to charge 15 per cent, interest. It may be said by the Hon’ble 
Minister that the aiirount of interest lias been reduced but I do not 
know to what extept it has been done. So far as our bank is concerned, 
we have been charged 12 per cent. I may tell the Hon’ble Minister 
Ihai^.unless the interest is reduced to 7 per cent, it will be impossible 
for the debtors to discharge their obligations. I would further submit 
that interest has accumulated to such an extent thal tlie people of rural 
Bengal think that the relationship of the Central CH3-operative Bank 
and the rural societies is one of* creditor and debtor. This situation 
must have to be changed and this can be changed only in this way that 
so far as the accumtiJation of the interest is ooncerfied you will have 
to stop thp ruiining-of the interest and that is the demand of the people. 

CXirrent short term loan must be advanced at the time of the rais- 
ing of the crops: thaV in the way ho give relief to tlie people. So far 
as the Rural Indebt edsess ^Act is concerned, everyone is demanding it 
but it will be an absdlute failure ur.less you start* some Government 
banks in rural areas »iu some districts. For tliis 1 ’^^ould' commend 
the llon’ble Minister t/> tlie^ programme ^that was drawn up and the 
resolution that was adojiied at Bombay » in which all the representa- 
tives of the* different provinces assembled together. In that resolu- 
tion, Sir, which I think is a reasonable resolution, it was adopted that 
Land Mortgage Banks must be established in i‘vcry district and under 
it there must ,be loan and sale j^-ocieties and there must l>e also some 
rural societies. Go^yerntneiit must be in a jmsition to lend to these 
Land Mortgage Banks sum bearing not less than d per cent, so that 
these Lund Mortgage Banks may alsd' be in a position to lend to the 
rural societi(^s at interest of not more than 7 i)er cent. That may be 
one of the ways, and perliaj)s the best way, in which you can give 
relief to the people. 

Before I conclude, nSir, I will only touch upon one^Cr two points in 
short. ' * 

(The member baling reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

% 

Mr. 'SPEAKER: Before I call upon the next speaker, I will ask 
Mr. SibnUth Banerjee who, I undersFand is initiating the debate on 
behalf of the Coligress, to speak and thereafter the debate will be open 
for general discussion. I take this opportunity also of aniiounccng 
the business of the rfouse which members might be anxious to know. 
The budget will be over on the 6th and according to the programme 
there is not likely to be any sitting on the 7th, ^and I think members 
will have a little wel(‘ome leisure for one day ^fter the long budget 
session. On the 8th and 9th there will be non/bfficiah resolutions ; on 
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the 10th the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister proposes *fo introduce the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) BUI and to move tl^at the Bill be taken 
into consideration and the fdates which have been fixed fjr discUssion 
by Government are lOth, llth, 13th, and 14th; 15th and ICUh have 
been fixed for non-official Bills. I believe Bills*Jiave J)een circulated 
and notice will be issued to-morrow. *But I am requesting members 
to send all amendments to tlie Bill as early as possible* and at the latest 
the 7tli by 3 o’clock so that wo might'have an opportunity of examin- 
ing them and having them printed quickly. The more time we**‘get 
the better will it ])(♦ for the members because they will get notice 
earlier. 

V 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERifEE: Sir, I beg to move tlfat the demand • 
of Rs. 13,4^1,000 4‘or «:v^penditHre under the head ‘‘42 — Co-operative 
(hedit” be reduced by Rs, 100 to discuss the policy regarding Co.- 
operative Department. • * 

^ • * * 

Sir, as the HoiCble Minister* haf^ siiid tlusisMhe first o])portuniiy* 

that this House or any other impular House has got the o])portunity 
of discussing the CtM)perative Def)artment *whicfi started in 1912 and 
so the critfcismf that will be levelled will cover period of 25 years, 

I may state at the very outset that even within the framework of 
■capitalism it was the only movement which could give substantial 
relief to the peasants, workers and the Tower middle cla^^es and the 
potentiality of this movenient*has been to some t'xteiit dilate^! upon by 
the Hon’ble Minister. As I have very little time at my disposal I shall 
go immediately into the defects of th^ department. As has already 
been admitted there are«two departments, th» Credit and the non- 
'Credit dejiartments of this movement. The non-i redit deiiartment has 
not develojied to any appreciablef extent •in BengaT., As regards the 
Credit department it is generally said that the co-operat4ve societies 
are even worse than the maliajans who used to se([ueeze,tTie life blood 
out of the })easants. The peasants honestly and frankly say that to a 
mahajan whate^iier may be tli^ dues, if they go and cry to him and fall 
at his feet, he v^ll perhaps postpone it foi^ a month ^ir two. But the 
Co-operative Department crushes and crushes like a machine without, 
mercy. That is the situation to-day. One of ifiy friends was suggest- 
ing that it was the worst terrorism that Government could think vf 
and I entirely agree with him in this respect. The co-operativ^ niove- 
ment is a great movement. We are sometimes called visionaries and 
in this respect I am also a visionary but I do feel that Ihe co-operative 
movement has a great future, of course not at this stage but only after 
its frame-work of capitalism has been smashed. As I have said before 
that the motto i» a grand 

motto. But what do we find? The Hon’ble Minister was good enough 
to say that all is^not v^ll in the department. I would rather go further 
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and say that e^'drything is wrong with this department. That is the 
motto with which ,the Co-operative^ Department should have been 
developed which has been forgotten, whi di has not been remembered 
by any ,of the officers or even by the Minister. It is better not to 
speak of the i^ovem^nt; it is only like any other department of the 
Government and somebody was ‘suggesting, when the Hon’ble Minister 
was asking for more power for the department, why should we not put 
the Co-operative Department under the Home Department so that there 
will be no difficulty absolutely, the power will be absolutV^ and complete. 
In this respect I shall cite one or two examples. ' The main defects of 
the co-operative movement can be classified under three heads. One 
has been already admitted by the Ilon’ble' Minister that the Audit 
Department is to be separated from the* Organisation Department. 
That 'was really a rery great defect and we are niT.ch assured by the 
statement made here that henceforward it is not goiiig to be so. One 
defect will be removed — -let us hope so at least. 

As regards the se^vovd, there aloo I sliall be suppoiting the llon'ble 
Minister — that is, lack of funds — though I am spejiking on a cut 
motion, but tin's a 'cut mohion of Rs. iOO. Personally I 
think that even i/ the grant were increased ^ent. ‘ i)er cent, 
or 400 per cent, if would not be enough for tlie needs of 
Bengal. Only 10 lakhs are being - given for this department; 
even I think' a crore and 10 laklis or even more may be needed if we 
really mf\iin business, if we really waht to have the co-operative 
societies really eifective and efficient — the co-opei’ative societies in each 
one of the 120 thousand village^^ that we have in Bengal. So my criti- 
cism is that the laj-k of funds from which tlv:^ department is suffering 
is real and therefore we must have more money if we want to do really 
something for this department. 

I- 

I (‘ome tu the third and there is the real ciiticism of the ])resent 
administration of this dej)artment. Government nr the Registrar 
to whom Government power is exercised there has got too much power 
and not too little power as was suggested ‘"by the Jloif’ble Minister, I 
have no time to read out his functions, but practically he is all in all. 
‘lie can suspend a ^inciety, he can do anything lie likes to. Therefore, 
the question is not to have more jiower fopthe Registrar but less power. 
For tlif proper* control of this department a non-official body was 
creati^d ^ind that body has been functioning and in the constitution 
itself it hai^ be^n said that unless a. non-official body functions properly 
the movement cannot grow, and in fnis view I have got the support of 
no less persons than Mr. C. 8. Strickland of the Punjab, the 
late Rai Jamini Mohan Mitra Bahadur, who was a Registrar of the 
Co-operative Department, and a man, I shouki say, who had really a 
vision about the Co-operative Department — its future and its possi- 
bilities — and I would also like to mention one j^ther name and that is 
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the name of Lord Donaldshay, now Marquess of Zetland, who was a 
Governor of oiir Presidenc^v and .who is now the {^ecretary of Slate for 
India. All these persons ^efe of opinion that the movement should 
not be controlled so much by otticial agencies but non-ofbVial,a^rencie» 
must have a proper* slmre in the movement; o\herwye departmental 
inertia would not allow it to move •and mi^lit kill the movement 
altoj^ether. Many non-official members want to co-(»*perate at first but 
find it so difficult that they either sufcumb and become Kai Bahadurs 
or Khan Bahjidurs or in dispust leave the movement altopfethef* and 
try to do whatever "Is possible inde})eiidently in their own sphere and 

iu their own di^rict. 

• 

Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Sir, there is so nnfch confusion of • 
choujrht about tin* fuiu'fions aitd services of eo-opprative societies that 
it may be of somo use if some one in this debate restates its fundament^il 
princi])le. 1 shall atteni]]^ to do so as lonj^ a theoietical .'ftudent of 
co-operatioir and now Chairman of the Provincial^ Co-oi)erative Bank uf 
Benjral, which is an ultimate source of co-opefative < redit in this pro- 
vince. Other diif^ftors ot co-operative bank^^ in Jhis House will, 1 liope^ 
aijree with me^that this kind of banker may fairlv be described as a 
depressed clas^, making’ no money for themseK>‘S luid not mmdi for 
their«banks. I may, first c4 all, say what c(f-o])erat ive credit is not. 
It is not cliaritN, it is not the handinp- ^ut of money whi(;h at once will 
be foiyotten h\ both the »iv^r and the receiver.; not the i^iviim* out of 
money witliout oblij^ations. Nor is it the jj^ivinp* of lon^-tefm loans for 
any pur])ose for the general convenience of borrowers. In any country 
co-(jperative credit develo])s itself in delation to the pt^cuiliar circum- 
•stances of that country, *and in Beno’al it hasVec(ffiie mainly a contii- 
vance for ”iviny the peasant tli/* small capital tl^at will lielp him to 
]f'ok after his land and keep, himself and his famil^' froip one harvest 
to another until he can sell his produce and meet his liabilities. I may 
say, therefore, that co-operative credit in Bengal is a sfream that flowa 
out from the su])plyinc: banks throujih sulundinate societies to t*lie 
peasant, washes^rouiid himlind his la-nd, drops f^ome of its beneficience 
tiiere, and then flows back to where it canine from,* to be ready to ff’o 
out on its rounds a«:ain. The current may bq 4#w ; but however sloV 
and gentle there must be #i flow. If the flow ceases, the whole co- 
operative credit stream becomes sta^niant, and there* is distress every- 
where, amonp:st lenders, borrowers, peasants. It is hard no^^-a-Mays ta 
keep the current of this stream moving. The peasant caltnot send the 
flojv on because he himself is so* hardly circumstanced. What is the 
caused Many blame the department. May I point out that this pro- 
vince has ^one^ through bad times, that the buildinj?-np of the educative 
side of the work hasp^een larnrely nejjrlected, and that the peasant ha» 
not been stimulated by any one to remember his oblij^ations, and that 
most of the societie!^ dealing with this work are not official Bocieties> 
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l)ut private sorief-Ves of men who are working to the best of their ability 
to serve their generation in their own small way.^ The department has 
managed and survived many difficulties/ a/id in estimating its work 
we should lemeinber that it is doing much more than it is equipped 
for. I think th^t is pne of Mr. Barits points. Further, its work has 
-of late been influenced by dcdibe/ate campaigns against the department. 
Attempts have been made to disi^redit it. 

J^ien, Sir, it is handicapped by inheritances from more spacious 
tlays when those responsible for tlie department were m%re anxious to 
add to its dimensions than to its excellences. These are the special 
<iifficulties in Bengal. , But, in all co-operative credit ‘^structures there 
is this special inherent \^eaknessv Co-operative credit generally deals 
‘with people who are economically deficient, kiid its purpose, in Bengal, 
is to help the peasant, to become economically efficient’ in all'ways; but 
it -can only do its work by assuming that they, are alretidy economically 
'efficie/it and reliable. It can only lend or i«?fuse to lend money: if it 
is not lending motiey it is not cfi-ope^ative credit; if it does 'lend money 
then it has to take all .the risks inherent in lending money to people 
* who, economically, are* not good borrowers, and perhaps by their up- 
bringing have not realized the full ^obligations that involve on the 
borrowers. Therefore, if the Co-operative Credit Department is attacked 
AS inefficient, that means that' this inefficiency is there in fact, because 
it is working*.. under conditions 'tliat make for inefficiency, and in pro- 
j)ortion as it improves those conditions ambin proportion as it improves 
the material wjth which it is dealing, so does it diminish the need of 
its own servi(*es. In other words, there can be no such thing as a 
perfect Co-operative Creejit Department, because it would not be needed 
in the perfect worbf that im})lies. 

(At this stage .Mie membei"' having reached the time-limit resumed 
lis seat.) 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has been 
pointed out that the CV)-operative Depart m'hit has not worked with 
success because of the sliorteomings of the staff of the department. I 
dksire to point out t» the House that the Co-operative Department in 
this province is worked to a very large extent by non-official bodies and 
.agenciesy The most important individual in the co-operative movement 
is the ultimate borrower; next to him is the village society which 
arranges for' the4idvnnce of a loan to him. On the top of the village 
society is the central society which fhids the money and distributes it 
among the village societies. The central society in its turn obtains the 
‘"iDoney from the Provincial Co-operative Bank at the apex. All these 
institutions are conducted by non-officials. The d epartment only keeps 
a watoh over those who are entrusted with working the movement, but 
it has not much to do with the actual working^ and conduct of the 
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co-operative movement in this province. The difiiculfj^ has been that 
those that have taken iipoa thenvselves the working of the movement 
which is to benefit the ultini^te* bolrower, that is to say, the^ tiller of the 
soil, or the small artisan, have not been sutticiently trained in what 
co-operative credit is.* The result has been that tlip sources of credit in 
many cases may sliow a tendency to dry up. It must be remembered 
by every one that the co-operative movement draws its resources almost 
entirely from deposits, from persons ^dio want a small return in t\ie 
way of interesf. They deposit either at the central bank or at tlie 
piovincial bank. Jf they do not receive tliis small inieresj these 
depositors will net de})osit their mone> and ^^ill be oraduall> dis- 
couraged from depositinp. * So, in order to run the co-o])eiative move- 
ment wliich draws its rt^ources from the public '^throu^h IIicm* 
de])ositors 1\'e mus4 coixluc't tht^ de])aitm«‘ni in a ^well-condmded wa> . 
Hut for some reas*t)n or o]her the nltimate borrower, and those in the 
lower tirades ot the departtnental or^anisatioij have not fully xnpler- 
stood theii Tesponsibility , in thi‘ lyatter. The Result has been that* 
while the Provincial Rank in Calcutta which otdains its de])osits from 
the public to the ^kteiit of about crores* .7nd <^listribut('s tlu‘ money 
throuo’hout*the i^hole province, hys to pay interest accordiiifi; to stipu- 
lated instalments, half-yearly or \earl\, on the strok(‘ (d tin* clock and 
cannof wait, central banks ftpd the vilhi^e * organisations and the 
ultimate borrower, keep back and dela\» jxaying their inlerest. They 
do not consider that they are4he }H‘rsons who have the greatest reKp(Ui- 
sibility in the matter to see that the sources from which, money has to 
be (d)lained for the benefit of the province are not dri(*d u]>. That 
has been one of the chief ^difficulties in this province of the co-oi>erative 
fiiovement. As regards the personnel of the de^xitment it is an 
organisation whi(*h obtains mont>v and advances money on loan but 
unfortunately they do not investigate properly as to whom*the\ should 
lend and how to organise collections at the proper iijitt*. For that 
purpose tho>e that are entrusted with working.the organisation of the 
State Departnuyit should be trained in banking methods and in bank- 
ing institutions, •thc> should have some knowhuTge (d ])ra( tical bank- 
ing. As they handle other people’s money they must be imbued with^ 
the idea of the sacreduess of other people’s money, lind of tin* business- 
like methods in which it is^to be emjiloyed. They have not got tins 
training; this training must be such that it should accustc^m the 
persons under training with the ''ordinary working yf banking iiVtitu- 
tiou'-'. X^ndoubted]\ the co-o])erative organisation is^noi a money- 
lending organisation. 1 quite understand that. Rut as stated Ixy the 
previous speaker it is an organi>ation to help tbe ultimate borrower, 
to help the actual cultivator to tide over his difficulties Indween the 
starting of his ploiighl^l tlie commencement of the cultivation season 

up to the harvest time* when the produce can he sold 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 
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Mr. 8UREM9RA MOHAN MAITRA: As I listened to the speech of 
the Hoii’hle Minister I heard the voice of Esau but the hand was the 
hand of Jacob. The Hon’ble Ministpit’ iii hjs speech has said that in the 
co-operijtive movement there is no room for politics and that there is no 
politics in it. ^ I ervt'irely agree with him. I ain in a restricted and 
special sense a co-operator since the Co-operative Act was passed 
because the memorable speech of Gokhale attracted me to this move- 
ment. Since then I had been ih it until two years ago when I had to 
incdr the disj)leasure of the Registrar for which I was banned out of it. 
It was at the annual meeting of the Bengal Provincial Co-operative 
Organisation in 198o I had the good fortune, according to my light the 
misfortune, to move a ^.ertain resolution criticising very severely the 
(jovernmenCs %lepartmental action and ‘demanding the so-called 
provincial autonomy for the Bengal Co-operative Organisation and for 
yot reducing the grant of the (jovernnient to^tliis organisation. 

This department has. of late been su.tfeT’^ng from an overzealousness 
and too much interf(H‘epce by tlie department Co-operative movement 
should be as far as practicable left to the goodwill, as the Hoirble 
Minister has said, of <the’ifeop]e ; but there has bet^n of late a great 
manijiulation by wlij^h Very willing* and able co-opefators’ have been 
shut out from taking any i)art in the activities of the de])artment. It 
has been said that no suggestion has t ever been made regardfiig the 
working of ‘rtiis department. "I think the Hon’ble Minister is perhaps 
not much /connected with the working of* the ('o-operative Department. 
If he cares to -go through the proceedings of the annual meetings of the 
Bengal Provincial (’o-operative, Organisation at which reprersentatives 
from all over Bengal cor.ie and assemble and devHberate for days together, 
the Hon’ble Minister will fiml (liat many valuable suggestions have 
been given from.y’ear to year b\ this organisation only to 'be. flouted 
and rejected* by the (jovernment. It is with a very abiding regret that 
in the year iDilo I said at the annual meeting that it was absolutely 
useless to make any suggestion because our suggestions were never 
heard or never given effect to: so that it* does not lie I'li the mouth of 
the H oji’ble Minister now ^ to say that there has been no suggestion 
.whatsoever. Tlie Hon’ble Minister has asked for goodwill and honesty 
of the people. The goodwill of the peoj)le is there, but you do not 
care to take advantage of it. You do not care to create the interest in 
the pgftple to take more interest in the co-operative movement. My 
friend Mi\ [^ibiiath Banerjee said that this is a department which really 
can, if it is run bn a proper line, do iivmeiise good to the people, and it is 
for this that some o^ us wdio really belong to the non-co-operating 
section of thjs House take part in this co-operative movement, because 
we feel that there is room and ample scope for doing good to the people. 
But when we see that our hands are tied and th'J^ movement is throttled 
by the extra attention of the department we com3 away in disgust and 
utter despair. ^ ' • 
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Hitherto the Co-operative Department lias been it iiit)re or less a 
banking institution and loa^ office and nothing more. Unfortunately I 
must say that there is atropjiy*in the outlook of the* departmental heads 
which has created something like a paralysis in the department. It 
requires a boldness ofdieart: it needs some revolutionary outlook and not 
the timidity of a weak mind which se^s inspiration from the depart- 
ment. Sir, I will cite one instance how this department is run. There 
is an auditor under the Central Rank* of Nature. This man has been 
found defalcatieig the bank’s money. He \\as appointed li(]nidatffr *of 
several banks and collected money from .several banks: he ccdlected 
the money but h^s not yet credited the same to the Government. In 
spite of notices to the Ass^tant RegisU'ar no 4ict*ion has been taken of 
it. On the other hand from the letter in the file of ttie Co-operative • 
Department it wil^be fpund thai these things havej>een already sought 
to be white-washed. • 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8*ANYAL:*T rise to move that the entire 
demand under the*liead — Co-oj)erative Ci^dit#’ be refused. 

Sir, I fto not desire to iiifii(*t •iiny speech *ou ^lis subje(‘t because I 
feel that I am so niucli moved by the uttei^ neglect of duty of iTTe 
Government and the department concerned that it would not be possible 
for me to say things with moderation. Therefore, and iiChrder to save 
the time of the House, 1 haTe circulated a ^lote and I ^‘rave your 
indulgence to accept this and incorporate the note as a fnirt of the pro- 
ceedings'. With these words. Sir, I ha^id over a copy of t^he note to the 
Hon’ble Minister (who l^s already got one cop^') j^nd one copy to the 
official repf)rters. T have already ]>laced one copy of this on the library 
table. Jf membeis go through tlfe note they will fTnd suggestions in it 
which I am sure, they will consider as constructive and practical. 

• 

Mauivi A8IMUDDIN AHMED spoke in liengali ot which tile 
following is an^Jlnglish traipslation : 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, enough has been said ajjont the Co-operativft 
Department. I shall not tajee much time of the House and shall con- 
tent myself with referring only to a few in(‘idents in, my own district. 
The Co-operative Department w^s set up for the benefit of^tlw i)oor 
peasantry and it did some good to them in the fiegjnni^g. During 
these hard times when the ecoifomic condition of the peasants has 
grown extremely deplorable and when they aw; almost completely 
ruined as a result of their indebtedness to the zamindars tttid the maha- * 
jaiis the oppressions which the men of the Co-operative Department 
have been practising ijpon them are simply indescribable. I have seen 
with my own eyes t^t Co-operative Department people bad brought 
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under arrest doibtors without any warrant and also kept them con- 
fined. In some instances debtors were k^t standing in water and 
sometimes kept sitting under benchi s. Ip some cases again beating 
was resorted to — not to speak of the most ^ filthy abuses that were 
hurled. Some people of the Co-operative Department entered a house 
at the village Kodya near Akhaura in Brahmanbaria subdivision in 
the absence of the owner of the house and were taking away all his 
moveable properties when the \illagers protested against this action. 
Because of this protest a false ease was instituted against (> or 7 of 
these villagers. In the lower court the accused w^re sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment varying from six months to one year. They were, 
however, ac(]uitted on api)eal ^)ut they ha-ve betii financially ruined 
as a result of this case. There have been several cases in Chandpur 
subdivision in which some of the employees of the. Department have 
been punislicd. Corruption has increased to such an extent withiu 
this Dejurtment tliat it cannot work any niore. For obtaining bribes 
Uiey aitaclied and put to auction pniperties of even these who had 
already (deared their debts and as soon as the bribes ^\ere given the 
properties were returned to the owners. Tlie establishment of the 
Debt Settlement Boards has, I presume, made the continuance of the 
Department unnecessliry ; for, the ('o-operative So(*ieties are no longer 
willing to buid money to peasants. 

The employees of this Dejuirtmeiit have very little work to do now. 
During tl^e last eleetion 1 saw thousandth of Co-operative Department 
em])loyees carrying on house to house canva.Nsing in m\ own distinct 
of Tippera. if they had any ,work in hand they could not certainly 
have canvassed votes ^illegally and unjustjy during the election. 
Auditors, inspectors and even the Assistant Registrar himself went to 
Comilbi for the pitrpose of (rmivassing votes. We sent repeated tele- 
grams to (R.vernmeiit but obtained no redress. In an election suit at 
Comilla naim> of several employees have been mentioned. So from 
all points of view the . failure of the i)olicy ot co-operation has been 
ju’oved. A terrible disservice has been, done to t.he agricultural 
debtors by excluding the dues of the C(M)])erative Societies from the 
*!U‘bitrati(m of the Debt Settlement Board. There is no doubt a nominal 
provision that payment by instalments may be made with the permis- 
sion of tht‘ Registrar but replies to aj>plieations are not received before 
two oi’Mlii'ee months are ]>assed. Besides, not iimre than two or three 
years’ ti'me^ is allowed . It does not benefit the debtors in any way. 
So this Departtnent has now becomp totally useless. 


Babu KSC^ETRA NATH SINCHA: Sir, in opposing the motion of 
Mr.Abdul Bari I do not say that the co-operativ^ilnovement has succeed- 
ed. It has failed but not completely. Mr. Bari said that it had failed 
completely and Government were responsible for /This failure. But. Sir, 
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my experience is otherwise. I have some experience fd the working of 
th^ co-operative movement and for some time and even now I have 
taken part in the movement. •Gifvernment are, of course, responsible ta 
some extent for the failure of this movement; but ultiiiftateljr who is* 
really responsible for this failure P To my mind the people are surely 
responsible to a great extent for this*failure. Until and unless the- 
morality of the public is raised the co-operative •movement cannot 
succeed. • 

* * • 

Sir, I hav^ seen in villages wliere this co-operative movement is 
going on there ai;e*big village deivanitis who, in collusion with the 
Government offiaers, take part in distributing the money amongst the 
poor illiterate massbs taking the lioi^’s sliar«* for iliemselves. These- 
village (lev^nnias take the ifiajor portion of the money t)ut they are not* 
in the habit of pinying the money while the illiterate poor masses are- 
made responsihle.for the money and certificates and something like that 
are issued against them a'n^l their cattle are taken away or their utensils- 
are atta(*hed. Therefore T say* Sir, if the movement is to succeed at aU, 
the morality of the people should * be raised! We cannot complain 
against the Govefynient only but we complain yiat the public is some-# 
how or o^her Responsible for thi*s degraded .position. Sir, Ihis move- 
ment has succeeded in western countries and it*lias succeeded-^wieuijp 
Indif^ in the Punjab. But •why it has failed in Bengali Ts the 
Government only responsible for this failure of the moveyient To my 
mind, Sir, the Government js not solely respoiisible but the people of 
Bengal are responsible to a great extent (Laughter). My friends may 
laugh but the thing is that they have not got any practical experience of 
the mofussil. They live in big cities^and towns and haVe no practical 
• knowledge how this movement is going on in •the mofussil. Sir,, 
you know how the people in thp mofussil are oppressed by the big 
people. * , 

Sir, I do not applaud the Government for the failure of this move- 
ment but. Sir, this movement is based on .self-help and joint action. 
But do the people help thy Government or thg Government help the 
people to do tlfeir work jointly.^ The people being illiterate are not 
used to help themselves nor they are able to act jomtly for the elevation 
of their own position. For this state of thinjfs, to my mind, Goverii- 
ment is responsible to some extent but the public to ja great extent* 

Sir, the Government must be* ready to begin with a (dean f^ate. The 
major portion of the banks should be li(|ui^dated. I jee, ISir, now and 
then in the gazette that some b3nks here and some banks there are 
being liquidated. W^hat is the reason. Sir? Ls Government responsible 
for the liquidation of these banks? Certainly not; >he people are 
responsible, because ^ce they get the money they are not used to pay 
it. Mr. Abdul Bari |aid that the Government is not lowering the rate- 
of interest. Is the government responsible for lowering the rate of 
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* interest? Mr. j^bdul Bari is not aware of the fundamental principle 

co-operation. This money, Sir, is advanced not by the Government 
but the bigger portion of the money advanced by private individuals 
wlio must gfet their full interest and they are not lowering their 
interests at all. Laf^t year there was a provincial conference in my 
district of Rangpur and we asked all the provincial banks to lower their 
interests. Mr. Wordsworth was one of the members and he presided 
over that meeting. We a.sked Mr. Wordsworth to lower the rate of 
indert)st in order that the Central Banks might be relieved to a great 
extent. t 

(The member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while support- 
ing the motion of my lionourable friend Mr. Abdur Bari I intend to make 
a few obrjervations on the policy underlying this movement. Almost 
^11 the defects have been'di.scussed threadbare on the floor od this House 
and different voices ha've* only been idiised by Mr. Wordsworth, Mr. Basu 
and my friend on the other. side who just now spoke. J fully agree with 
Mr. Bari and I add further that theih is something wrong at the very 
bottom of this movehient. He has also said that this is a foreign 
import. I quite agrees’ with him and beg to supplement further that 
only the superficial aspect of this movement was borrowed from foreign 
countries, and an attempt was first made ^to give effect to this scheme 
by e8tablis<Iiing a few^ credit societies without taking care or having 
regard to the fact that there is something underlying this movement 
which requires great care and nurture. Now’, Sir, when these banks 
have been establislud, attempts have been maue only just to substitute 
these banks for the ordinary banks started by private bodies such as loan 
offices ami banks. Now’, w’e see that some officers, viz., inspectors 
auditors and, supervisors attached to these central banks have beer 
taught only to' perform and conduct the business in the same manner 

has been follow’ed iii the conduct of business of loan offices and 
private banks. The main and important function has.not been taught 
to them, but it cdiinot be Mamed that these officers are responsible for 
if. The wdiole resp,oniybility lies with the Head of the Department 
and the (jovernment itself who did not care up till now' to know what 
the priyciples and the wrongs underlying this movement are. Only 
the central bank invested money to tlie rural societies and that is. with- 
out having any <^are or regard to the fact that these rural societies haye 
got the capacity to pay and the rural societies again which are composed 
of men who have got very little knowledge, experience or education have 
in the same vW'ay invested money without the least care and without 
regard being had to the capacity of members or ^diether their lands are 
sufficient to cover the loans or whether they ha^ lands or some other 
source or not to pay their debts. In this way iffere of the money has 
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bee^i invested and it has been subsequently found thaf^the pressure on 
the land of the borrower is so gieat that his loan was sure to be a 
burden on the other mernbeili o*f tHe society. If the inspect^irs, auditors 
and supervisors come into tlie rural areas, they ar^ thought as 1 / menace 
to the persons who are connected with the C’o-operativGi Department in 
tlie villages, because it is not uncommon, I beg to^ suggest that the 
whole outlook should have to be chajiged. If tlie movement in the 
countries from where the source has been imported here, has flourished 
on account of t?ie tactful dealing in tlie conduct of the movement, why 
then Bengal is lagkgmg behind I think this responsibility cannot be 
shirked by Govertiment when it is said that they are doing their 
business with the full responsibility afld full knowledge of duty. The 
main thing which the co-operative, organisation has failed to grasp, is 
in my minS to cafry oti* proper *and regular pro]Ukgamla. The propa- 
ganda system had 'once be^en established, but now it has ceasec^ to func- 
tion and it has practically Ifecopie a money-lending business now.» We 
have got aji idea from the.Hoiible Minister tha^ lae is going to separate 
the department of propaganda from that of the- other departments. I 
beg to submit tha? this has long bgen overdue anti that Government has 
committed^a gr^at blunder in noi taking recourj^ to such a s tep l ong 
before. Then, Sir, I beg to submit that there jiave been defalcalionST 
There*has been corruption in ^hese rural bodies as well as in central 
i)()(lies. Why these corruptions at all cre’pt in is a matter tor considera- 
tion of this House. I will orfly point out through you. Sir, |hat it was 
on account of the carelessness of the departmental officers ’who practical- 
ly did not take proper care in the adn^ini si ration or in tjie conduct of 
business of this movemevt- This movement embraces many things, it 
embraces agriculture, industry and rural reconstruction. If all these 
are at the bottom of the co-operartve movement, may J ask the Hon’ble 
Minister to place on the table here what up till now frbm 1912 the 
Oo\'ernment has done to improve them and thereby to imjvove the condi- 
tion of the people and the starving millions for whom this departmeat 
has been opened Of course, I admit, Sir, tl^at the staff is quite 
insufiicient, but that is a very lame excuse., • 

• 

(Tlie member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 


AI>HaJ Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in tfijs con- 
nection may I draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister^to’a knotty 
problem, I mean owing to the recent amendment of the* relevant section 
of the Civil Procedure Code some of the urban co-operative societies are 
growing shy in advancing money to the poor class of people, because if 
Iheir salary is less than Rs. 100 that cannot be attached any more. So 
those poor people whofeannot procure sureties whose salaries are more 
than Rs. 100 or if theApplicants themselves are not drawing a salary of 
more than Rs. K)0, they csjfinot get any relief in the shape of loans from 
39 . • . . 
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these urban co-operative societies, and I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department to find put some sort of solution for this 
unfortunate ftate of affairs. ' • 

Anotlier point to which I would like to draw, the attention of the 
Hon^ble Minister is this. Thece has been corruption as has been 
narrated by my iearned colleagues, the honourable members of this 
House, and also there have been^defalcations and tyranny is sometimes 
practised by the officers of the Co-operative Department. But since 
there is a cliange of attitude and mentality of the Government since the 
inauguration of the reformed constitution, I think it wijl be in the fitness 
of things if not only the.Hon’bl^ Minister in- charge of the Co-operative 
Department buu all the Ministers issue wp’tten instructions to all the 
District Officers and^Divisional Officers to take a lenient attitude towards 
the peasantry of thfs country, and I would request them to temper 
justice With mercy, because although there are cases where Projas have 
generally heard from our Premier thaCall the District Officers of the 
province are under the' control of the Premier still in practice we do 
find that the mental ajtitude of the District Officers, ic not yet changed, 
and they still persist to continue theiV former habits and sticA to them. 
So. T think a fresh instruction should be issue to all the officers of the 
Co-operative Department Uvsking them that they should take humane 
attitude towards these poor people. Sometimes f have referred these 
things to the District Officers themselves vnd they said “Why don’t you 
write and ^'give some specific instances so that we may take action in 
time; we cannot waste our time in going through the letter.” May I 
ask the Hon’ble Minister wheth't^r it is possible for these poor people to 
follow the correct fjind rigid procedure!-’ They are involved in debts, 
because they are poor and ignorant they cannot get their grievances 
redressed i\^ they cannot formally approach the district authorities. 
We are involved in a vicious circle. If you say why they suffer, because 
they are ignorant; why they are ignorant, because they are poor and 
there lies the responsibility of the Government. The Government of 
the province should fibd out the ways and* means to aiweliorate the con- 
dition of the people of this’province by providing education, sanitation 
and economic relief, ‘'so that there may not be any complaint of ignorance 
and that might be, in my humble opinion r the panacea of all evils. If 
the pec pie are pl'operly educated, if they have sufficient means of sub- 
sistence,' they will not tolerate anybody to tyrannise over them and 
oppress them. They would raise their chorus of protests against all 
these oppressions and corruptions. But now there is no other alternative 
but to endure silently and patiently in the hope of better days in the 
injraediate fixture. 

'L 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Sir, I wish to say a few words in the 
course of this debate. It seems that the mover and the supporters of 
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the cut motion are of opinion that the co-operative movement was alone 
responsible for the economic salvation of rural Bengal ; but I am sorry 
that I cannot agree with th«m! J think that it is the co-fp*(linatioii of 
the Co-operative Department, the Agriculture Department and 
the Industries Department that are responsible for the 

economic improvement of the rural Bengal. Sir, it has been said that 
the co-operative movement is a complete failure, but I do not agree tliere 
also. It has not been really able to do all that it had intended to dg. 
But certainly if has done something towards the amelioration of the 
rural people. Now, ^ir, it has been admitted that the vuihajans used 
to realise interest -at the rate of 371, per cent, to ^5 per cent, till 11)28. 
From 1928 they had fo lower down their rate ot interest^ and what was 
it due to? I think the co-fiperatiye movement is responsible for the 
reduction of the rale of 'interest *so far as the are concerned. 

We know that i\\e*viah(jjaiis used to* realise exhorbitiuit rate of^interest* 
from the cultivators, hit ^the co-operative movement hGJlj)ed 
to lower ddwn the rate of interest. It Jias been said by a* 
speaker that the co-operative society is like a crushing machine 
and it crushes and crushes tl^ poor ‘cultifators, but it dot^ 
not apply •to idie co-operative .societies at all^ it applies to the 
mahajans. Do we not know that the rndhdjfuis ^re resi)onsible Tor ' TliS ~ 
ruinatibn of many cultivators J It is said that the viaJuijdns give 
time, if they are approached, sometimes hp to 3 or 4 moifflis. Why? 
They do give more time. I sa\*it is because the mdhitjdn invesjs Us. 100 
and takes a mortgage of the property and lie waits and 'waits till 12 
years, and when its interest and jirimyjial is accumulaii^d to several 
hundreds, then he comes ppon the cultivator and fil^s a suit and takes 
aVay all the properties that the cultivator had mortgaged to him. 
This is, Sir, not the only instance*. There are many .instances, which 
everyone knows, in which the imihajdns have mined many^Vultivators. 
But we know a few instances wliere co-operative societies have been 
so harsh to the cultivators. Of course, as we know, the co-operative 
supervisor goes ^nd realises pioney lent to him ^for a short term to 
raise crops, but *when the cultivator fails, to give the money after 
repeated demands the co-operative societies file di.sputes and when the • 
amount was not yet very heavy the amount is realised from him. We 
know a very few instances in which the cultivators who borrowed front 
the societies have been totally ruined as in the case of vuihajans\ Sir, 
it has been said that there are defalcations and misapproiyialions in 
many societies. If we think of tlyit, we stand condenined ourselves, 
as itiias been pointed out that the whole movement has been conducted 
by non-officials with only a few officials to supervise the* work. Of 
course, there is a dearth of officials for supervision, but that does not 
explain away the dishemesty that was committed by the non-official 
people. It has been s^d by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department that «the departjpent is understaffed, and I think that is 
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to a great extent responsible for these defalcations. As I have already 
said that the dep^tment has not |be^n &ble to do all that it had 
aimed at dding, i.e., to alleviate the suffetings of the cultivators; but 
in some places the oo-operative movement has (|one good and I know 
some such instances'. I knowcof Badarkhali Colonisation in the Cox*s 
Bazar subdivision of my Division. Sir, there was a forest, of 3,600 
acres of land which was deforeH>;ed b\ the Government. It was full of 
jungles and an abode of jackals and foxes. It was n^ade over to the 
Co-operative Department and the Department toqk it up, reclaimed it 
and colonised it. Sir, you will be glad to know th'at the place is now 
quite a habitable one ‘where 600 families with a poi^ulation of 3,000 men 
—all landless ^labourers from (fift'erent districts — live. 

(Tlie member haying readied the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

Mr.'-SUKUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I rise 'lo support the cut motion 
..moved by my honourable friend Mr. 'Sihnath Banerjee.^ I take this 
opportunity in bringing to the notice of the' House the numerous cases 
of defalcations that are ^taking place in the co-operative societies of 
Bengal. I cannot but severely conMemn the Co-operative Department 
-b^iiiig primarily fesponsible for the deplorable state of affairs now 
prevailing in the co-<*»perative societies,, of Bengal. In the l^st few 
years ther^ has been no les^s than oO cases of defalcations in these 
societies. I mention onl.> a few sensational cases of recent happenings: 
Bankura 'Central Bank, Midnapore People’s Bank, Chandpur Bank, 
Bengal Nagpur Ihhan Bank and last but not the least Hooghly Credit 
Co-operative' Bank in which mrfre than a lakh of rupees were defalcated. 
In this connectioA I like to quote a few lihes from the judgment in 
the Hooghly Co-operative Bank cas(y The learned Judge said : — 

“The s^^stem of auditing seems to be defective. I am constrained 
to remark that unless the check by the Co-operative Department be 
unore effective and efficient, unless the system of auditing be more 
adequate and thorough and actual auditing more efficient, it would be 
rather safer for4he publiq that such Banks should c^ase to exist.’’ 

In a previous ..trial in connection with another defalcation case, 
where the same group of persons were , involved, one of the accused 
"Satyadayal made statements implicating Bhupen Ghosh, Inspector of 
Co-operative Societies, and certain ^other officers of the department. 
The trying Judge in his judgment criticised the laxity of the depart- 
ment and forwarded copies of the* judgment and the statements of 
Satyadayal to the Eegistrar, but it is a mystery, if not a positive 
<^c£|ndal, rfthat no action has yet been taken. The “Amrita Bazar 
f^atrika” in their editorial 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, V /Ml v.a'Pa'M +a 4 - In a '''^ItOlIal 

comment of a newspaper. 
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Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point order, Sir. I 
have seen in the proceeding's of the House of Compaons that the name 
of the ‘‘Times” is mentioned hnj sometimes extracts from that news* 
paper are read. 


Mr. SPEAKER: If Mr. Siddiqi had heard what fhe point of ordef 
was, he would not have raised it. Tlfe speaker liad been referring to 
the editorial ofea newspaper. 

Mr. 8UKUMAR 43UT1;A: Sir, there has.bden persistent demand 
by the public for the desirability of the (Tovernment Issuing a com- 
munique 014 tlie result of the enquiry regarding the complicity of the 
officers of the department in the Hooghly CreilH Co-operative fraud 
case, but strange enough* t]ie Government is still mysterious^^ silent. 
Mr. Speaker^ Sir, the people d(*posit their life’s saving in ( o-operativ^ 
Banks on the faith that these organi.'-ations areiooked after atnl super- 
vised by the Government. These are not tlie siyplus fund of the rich 
but repres^it thj poor man’s mite,*a saving mt»de at the (*ost of d«nying 
oneself many elemimtary comforts* and convenience of life and s 44 .f&asyi<^ 
many privations and hardship#;. If these saving are flittered away by 
the authorities and criminally wasted by .wilful negligence^.l am afraid, 
Sir, no terms are too stropg to condemn the authoriti(‘s of the 
Co-operative Department. Sir, the basic priiudjile of a^soifnd system 
of audit is that the auditing authority should not have any re.spon- 
sibility in the management of the concdl'n, the accounts of which are to 
he audited. So I suggek that public auditors be* appointed and the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, shquld be ^immediately approached for 
lending a few audit officers for ensuring independenf audij; 

In conclusion I appeal to the Government to agree a persistent 
demand of a public enquiry of the alleged ccynplicity of the depar|- 
mental officers jjpl the defalcation cases and also for the appointment of 
a committee of (tfficials and non-officials interested iq the co-operative 
movement to devise ways and means to improve the working of th^ 
department and prevent these ever-recurrent def;?lcations. The new 
Ministry should begin with a clean slate. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mi;. Speaker,. Sir? I an. sure 
every member present in the House to-day has realised that it is not 
only that there is something wrong with this department but that it 
is rotten from lop to bottom. Accusations have be«n •itng air« ite 
administration and offi|ials by almost every speaker. As I sat listening 
to the statement of Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department, 
I felt that he CQuId n^ very well defend what had happened before h# 
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took charge. of the most important departments of what we 

call “^lation-building departments’^ bps been passing through a sort of 
blizzard for ^ period of almost seven years perhaps more. 

The officers^are declared to be bad, the auditors are bad, and, in 
fact, banks, societies and evefything connected with the department 
has gone to the dogs. In this connexion. Sir, an old Persian saying 

** “Wazir-i-chunin Shahriyar-i 

chunan” comes to my mind, which means Minister so 

the King.” It should have been ilie duty of •'the Minister who 
ruled the department for years to hav^ so inspired the officers 
of the deparliiient as would *‘have coinpelled them to look upon 
their duty with some sense of responsibility. 1 think the House 
owes a deep debt of gratitude to Dr. Nalinaksha hanyal, for having 
placed bi^fore evePy member a resume of the ‘charges as \vell as of con- 
structive suggestions. Without this department, Sir, all our efforts 
in Agriculture, in Industries, and ^he other minor departments, as they 
are called to-day, but which I should like to call the^najor departments 
of this province, will be in vain, fordhe.se departments cannot g(; ahead 
^thout co-operationv Agriculture and Industries w^ill be no-where 
unless there is a co-opprativ^ system to liclp both, and, therefore, vSir, 
I should like to appeal to the Hon’lde Minister in charge to take 
courage into both of his hands and to appoint a committee of inquir\ 
and inves-bgation to find out who was responsible for this terrible 
devastation in this one of the most important departments of State. 
If I could go, a bit further, 1 tdiould like the w hole Cabinet to realize 
that they have got jniwers to-day which none of tlieir predecessors 
possessed. Let them realize that they are (be masters of the situation. 
Lei them make mistakes. Tliis House will look with indulgence on 
their mistak‘)^s; but, for goodness' sake, let them go forward ami give 
us some sort of an earnest of their intention to make things move and 
a'Ssure us tliat they wdll not take shelter behind the fact that the rot 
had set in during the ^ime of their predecessors and thai the sins of the 
parents should ndt be visited upon the children. If things are bad let 
them come out and tell us so. Let them find out the culprits and 
punish everyone wdio has been responsible for this terrible state of 
affairs and for h#» havoc played with the chan(;es of improving the lot 
of the people of Rengal. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. 

Speaker, Sir, at the outset I must express my hearty thanks to my 
honourable friends for the very kind advice they have given me in the 
course of this debate. Sir, even when any of^^iy honourable friends 
has been a hit caustic, I have taken that too with. a sense of gratitude. 
But I am extremely sorry that things should haVe been said for which 
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personally it would not be possible for me to give a reply. But, Sir, I 
can give this much of assui^ance the honourable /neinbers that 1 liave 
taken note of all that they '•have 4aid, and I shall personally look into 
those matters. If on an examination of these, matters it ^)ecom©s 
necessary to go into these things morp deeply, I sha41 certa*inly not 
hesitate to do so. 

• 

To start with my friend Mr. Abdul Bari he knows as (4i air- 
man of one of the premier Central Banks in this province — 
for lie ought to know, how these banks are worked. Tie said that the 
co-operative movement, had failed con^pletely . to* be of real service to 
the people. A reply has boen given to this by my luf^iourable friend 
Mr. Abdul Jdajid., I dp not admif that charge. But then. Sir, at the 
same time I have, got to say that .the movement* has not failed com- 
pletely, but that it has no^t been able to do as much as wt* all had 
expected of dt. He had referred to the movement having come into 
existence in 1902, and that after fhe enactm^*nf of the Co-operative 
Societies Act of lp9j.2 the movement went , on v^^ry well till 1928 and 
that it caipe to^a standstill after *that year. , Does he not know, Sir, 
that after that year there came the tefrible econorSic depression 
the province ? Does he not realize, as 1 'hope ^e does, that this was 
one of the main reasons which* were re.sponsible for the tyj’rible jdight 
of this movement? Both n^y friends Mr. Abdul Bari and Maulvi 
Asimuddin Ahmed have complained against the work of f\\e officers 
of these banks, more especially of the supervisors. My honourable 
friends do know, I am sure, that tlie^^ are officers of their own ; the 
department have nothing to do with them. And '•it is these officers 
who realize the money that have, been lent out by, the Central Banks 
to the rural societies and their members on behalf of the Ceptral Banks. 
And if they have done anything wrong, I do not know hoW the depart- 
ment can be said to be at fault. It is when these officers have failed 
to do their part of the work on behalf of the Central Banks and it is 
when the Centrak Banks do send up a request, it •is then and then only 
that this department goes out to help tlfem. Under the.se circum- 
stances, I do not know how it can be said that this department is at 
fault for the conduct of the* supervisors. In this connexion, before^ 
pass on to the next item, let me remind my friend Maulvi Asiinuddin 
Ahmed that the debt which any member owes to a co-operative s'oeiety 
also comes within the purview of the Bengal, Agricultuial Debtors Act. 
The. only thing is that just before an award is signed the permission 
of the department will have to be taken to ensure that the debt was , 
a genuine one, and instructions have been given to Assistafit Registrars 
of Co-operative Societies of the Divisions that when this is done no 
delay is made by then! in according sanction as the circumstances of 
the case deserve ' 
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Now, Sir, what has been said by my hon’ble friends Mr. C. 
Worf^wortli — at ong time my Profejeor in« the Presidency College, — 
(Cheers) an^ Mr. Jatindra Nath Bam,' at one time President of the 
Bengal fCo-operative Organisation Society as to the real scope of the 
movement, I d(? not Anow if anything is left for me to develop on tliat 
side of the question. It has been rightly pointed out by both of them 
that the principles of co-operation have been totally forgotten in this 
country. It is indeed unfortunate that I have to say things of that 
description, but undoubtedly this is a fact. While I hm on this side 
of the question, I might remind my friends that L shall not say any- 
thing in regard to th^. working of this department. 'The Preamble of 
the Co-operative Societies Act* shows that it was enacted witli the 
express object of teaching thrift ajid sell-help to the people of this 
country. Mr. Sibnath Banerjee complained that de])artinent suffer- 
ed from want of a, proper staff and \t'ant of m(<iney. 1' am entirely at one 
with, him in those resi>ects. 1 however differ from him in the other 
'aspect, that he stresf^ps^ viz., that ^the. department was at 'tault. 1 did 
not say, howev('r, that, the department is without any imperfections or 
defect and that it is perfect, but I pnly desired that time be given to 
us so 'that we can gq inh) these problems more dee})lw and ' more care- 
and take immediate steps as the circumstances of tlie case 
demand. ' 

Before passing on to the next aspect of the question, I might refer 
to the various cases of defalcation that have been mentioned by my 
hon’ble friends. I might at once say that some of these defalcations 
have been at an> rate imiuirecUinto, and that others are still pending. 
It is unfortunate (t haf my honourabb* frieild Mr. Surendra Mohop 
Moitra said all the things that he has done although he was connected 
witlv this movement for 11 years, and seems to tliink that because he 
incurred thq displeasure of the Registrar of Co-operative Societies he 
had to sever Ms connexion with the movement. I join issue with him 
there, and can only sa;^ that I have no personal knowledge of this. I 
must confess my ign(?rance that I have nxit so much ^ knowledge of the 
co-operative moVement as tiny friend has. I regret that I have not 
•^been connected wit)i the movement directly, but I claim to have some 
knowledge about it, although I am not ,presumptuous enough to feel 
•fjhat I^know everything. 

The specific cape mentioned by Mt. S. M. Moitra with regard to the 
defalcation caso at Natore relates to the Secretary of the Society. 
Unfortunately, he belongs to the legal profession to which I too have 
the honour to belong. It was detected by the *jcuditor himself, and a 
complaint hks been lodged before the Subdivisional Officer of Natore. 
The department is also pressing the authoritiof. for taking cognizance 
of the case. I might also say that recently cilses of that description 
came to my notice, and I might tell my honourabla friends at once 



1937.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


921 


that three of these cases have just been put under siuiffltaneous investi- 
gation and that the two « officers concerned haye been put under 
suspension. Therefore, my* ffienps will excuse ino wlien J say that I 
always give particular attention to such cases when they are^brougiht 
to my notice. When specific cases are brought ito in^' noticf I shalF^ 
always look into them and this assurance I give to my honourable 
friends here. 

• 

Sir, with regard to the other aspect of the quesiion wliicl^ \ms. 
raised by Mr. Sibiyith Banerjee as well as by Mr. Smvmlra Mohon 
Moitra, viz., the non-official organization known as tjie Bengal 
Co-operative Orghniz^ation Society, 1 am sorry I have not much personal 
knowledge about it, tut I have hejfi-d something -«bout it. It has ^ 
been said that too much official interference has done this society some 
harm. Well, Sir* if th’at interference came, it a])art from any- 

thing else, from the request of the Honorary Secretary, in the matter 
of collecting subscriptions*oii ‘their behalf. Sir, time will not jfermit 
me to go thoroughly intx) details ^f these caiie.^. If tliere was time 
enough, I would Jiave been able to satisfy all bf my friends that, but 
for this departmenl^al interference the society \^oul(l have farefManlly. 
However, Sir, t can tell my frieml Mr. Sibnath Iknerjee tliat the 

honour of meeting the Honorary Secretijry of, the Society some time 
back. And I called an informal conference of some gentlemen at the 
suggestion of the Secretary himself because they were inferested in the 
affairs of the society, and when I met them — both otlicdaV? and non- 
officials — round the table and had dis(;ussions with then!, I found that 
all of them agreed to the suggestion# 1 myself made, to put this 
^organization in a better*c‘ondition, with the oii^ exception, namely, the 
Honorary Secretary himself who unfortunately did not agree with 
them. 1 can give the House this much * assurance— • — 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: On u point of information. Sir. 
May we know what were the suggestions made by the Hon’ble Minister ^ 

*• 

The Hon'bla Mr. MUKUNDA BEHAAY MULLICK: Time will 
not permit me, Sir, to go into them ^ , • 

Mr. SPEAKER: How long will you take to^ni^b your speech 4t>r 
I want to adjourn the House fo^ prayer now ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLfCK: I think I 
shall be able to finish it in about 5 minutes. # 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case, I had better adjourn the House and 
hear you further aft^r the adjournment. 

The House gwas tften adjourned for 15 minutes* 
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{After adjournment.) , 

The Hon»ble MK MUKUNDA MULLICK: Beioie we 

rose I was j^list pointing out to my friend Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that 
even under those cirmtmstances I am still prepared to have an informal 
conferen6e with^him and other members that he may choose to nominate 
to see how we can exchange our views with the object of making the 
condition of the Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society better than 
whatsit is to-day. ^ 

With regard to two other matters I am entirely in agreement with 
him and I assure him that I have already taken steps* I hope that in 
these circumstances Mr. Shibnath Banerjee will see his way to with- 
' draw his motion. 

With regard to ‘what has been said by Mr. S^ukumar Dutta, I 
indicated, in the beginning of my speech that we realise that the 
depaF*tment was not so well trained and I specifically mentioned that 
the officers, namely, 4lve inspectoriu and auditors, who have to move 
about in the interior of the province guiding and assisting the societies, 
are not well trained i^n the subject ^of co-operation. It is with that 
object ^n view that have started the training cani]^, and both the 
"eSTsf'ing^^ officers and thgse who will be appointed will have to undergo 
a thorough training in the theory and practice of co-operation as also 
the system of banking and auditing. This also is a subject which has 
been hinted, by my friend Mr. J. N. Basil. 

With regard to the cases of defalcation that my friend Mr. Sukumar 
Dutta mentioiked, at least one them, namely, that happened in the 
Bengal Nagpur Raikwa.V Urban Bank, involved a defalcation of over a-- 
lakh of rupees. It was audited by a Chartered Accountant and the 
Department had ito hand in it. Steps may be taken by the Bengal 
Nagjiur liailVay itself and I do not know how we can help it. 

In regard fb the other cases of defalcation that have been men- 
tidned, I have already imlicated that I have taken steps in two or three 
cases. As regards some- of the others cases'* are pending in court. This 
is really a story wliich is regrettable but at the same time I can assure 
ii\y friends that if, as .1 propose, after going through the records of 
these cases thoroughly I find anything wrong, I shall certainly take 
thpt may also be necessary in regard to each of them. I will not 
hesitate take any further action that may be necessary. At this 
stage I hopt^ my, friends will excuse me if I do not go further into 
detail. As I have already stated, all these cases that have been 
mentioned will be specifically looked into. I wiil certainly go into 
them and see^for myself what action we can take. 

That is all I have got to say with regard to H^is aspect of the ques- 
tion. With regard to the movement as a whole, I will not have time 
enough to enter into details. 
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JChose of my friends who have raised the question its to the rate of 
interest that is still prevale/it in t^e countryside I can assure them that 
the department has already, ttdte^ steps to reduce the rate of interest. 
Mr. Abdul Bari knows that when this movement was started the ag’ri- 
culturists used to boVrow from the ordinary ma/^ajan*'^ at a liigh rat«r^ 
of interest — 70 to 75 per cent. But \Vhen tliis movement came into 
existence the rate of interest went down to 12^ to ’15 per cent, and 
since then the agriculturists are takifig advantajre of this low rate of 
interest. WitH the subsidy that has been granted to the Bengal' Pro- 
vincial Co-operatiye* Bank to the extent of Rs. 2 lakhs annually, 
arrangement has* also been made to reduce its rate of inlerest with 
respect to the Central ‘Banks. It has^iow been ^bro uj^lit down to 5 per 
cent, by amicable arrangeiTient. ^ • 

It has *also bf%n arranged k) far as the nir^l» societies and other 
banks are concerned ihat a ‘ large number, of instalments 
would be given to thes^ .yxdeties, so that they will be^ able 
to pay oF their interest .to i the banks, from which they 
borrowed. Under these circiiiiistances it has also been decided 
that the Central Vvanks would reduce then‘*rate of interest so tar as ' 
the rural Societies are concerned i'roin 15 to 8 or^l ])er cent. 1 *yubmit 
that it is a considerable reduction of the rate of interest and th(^t'e*i’tiriid«» 
Banks are accepting this redived rate of interest. I hope this reduc- 
tion of interest will give a good deal of relief to all the 'Airal societies 
and their members. 1 submft, Sir, that is the getieral reply^that I can 
give to the various criticisms that have been levelled against this 
department. ^ 

^ My hon’blc friend l»)r. Sanaiillah drew atUmtjon to the effect of 
the recent amendment of the Civil Procedure Code upon this movement. 

1 have not looked into the matter. But' 1 can only, promise to do so 
to remedy the state of things. This is the brief reply tln/t 1 (‘an give. 

In view of the statement that 1 have made I hope *my friend Mr. 
Abdul Bari will be good enough at least at this stage to withdraw Kis 
motion, and 1 ’’yould make Ihe same request to Mr. Sukumar Dutta 
and to Mr. Sibnath Banerjee. ' 

With regard to the typed co])y of the note, which has been circu- 
lated by Dr. Nalinaksha Safiyal witli a request that it should go into 
the proceedings, I submit that this cannot form a part t/f the pro<wcding?. 

I strongly object to it. I do not know the rules, but 1 object tb some 
of its contents. He has made some very \vild and vmgue accusations 
foi^ which there is no foundation. For example, he says that the 
Registrar has refus'pd registration of many of the societies. That^ 
I submit is not a fact. Whatever complaint there was, ffhat has now 
been absolutely removed. There is no basis for what he said in his 
note in this respect Aid I strongly protest against its going into the 
proceedings. * 
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The Hon’ble<Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, in bringing this del^ate 
to a close may I strjke a personal note ancUassure the House that my 
feelings iowarrls the (’o-operative f Dep^jtment are those of strong 
personal, attachment ? It was in the year 1908 when I was a member 
id the Bengal J^rovijicial Service and the Subdivisional Officer of 
Jamalpur in the district of M^^mensingh that I came into personal 
contact with the officers of the C!o-operative Department and got an 
iij^ight info the w’orking of the co-operative societies and I felt distinctly 
urged to take some part in that great movement for the amelioration 
of the condition of the peasantry in Bengal. At* that time the rate 
of interest ‘prevailing throughout Bengal, especially in the district of 
Mymensingh, wa^. very liigli. lb has been said fhat this movement has 
not been a success. All I can say is this': that although it may not 
have been a comple^, success, I am not prepared to 'accept that it has 
been a total failure,. t 

Ifi the district of Mymensingh when 1 was at Jamalpur a case arose 
of a very extraordinary kind of high fate of interest. A cultivator at 
, a time of economic stress, borrowed two seers of rice from a mahajan 
and e:;ecuted a bond ol Es. 8 at a very high rate of in,terest~l forget 
the nil£ at the present moment— with monthly rests. At the end of 
2 years 11 months it was found that the principal and the interest had 
gone up to ^about Es. 1,200, and the ^mahajan mercifully gave up 
Es. 200 and sued for Es. 1,000 as the price; of two seers of rice advanced 
about threv^ years ago. This was not at all an isolated instance 
throughout that district. Investigation showed that there were high 
rates of interest prevailing and Uiat was what led Government to take 
special measures foe the introduction and organisation of co-operative 
societies in that district and other parts of Bengal. Sir, it is now so 
long ago that I gftve up my service under Government and with it my 
connection weth the Co-operative Department in 1912. It has been a 
most painful surprise to me to learn from many speakers that the 
Co-operative Department in Bengal has not only failed to give satis- 
faction but is at the present moment one of the departraents of Govern- 
ment which has come in hnd is sup])osed to deserve the strongest 
Condemnation. I dft* realize. Sir, that the movement is an extremely 
technical one and has not received that very careful nursipg at the 
Finds pf those ah the top which might have enabled the movement to 
develop on sound economic lines. Bub after all, the co-operative move- 
ment, as it is, iif only a hu^man institution and cannnot be expected to 
be entirely free from human defects, ’ In other countries where the .co- 
operative movement Kas succeeded, the impulse-«has come from non- 
officials and in places like Italy, even Russia, Poland and other 
countries, Government has had absolutely nothing to do with the co- 
operative movement in the beginning; and all ihat the Governments 
of those countries have done is to render occasibnal assistance in the 
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way of giving advice, leaving it to the people thems|Jves to work out* 
the movement according to the needs and requirements of the people. 

1 shall be revealing a secret »wbpn I tell this House that at the time 
when we began this movement in Bengal in the year 190d we met the 
most organised opposition from all quarters, and dt was not till the AojU " 
of 1904 was amended in the year 1912 •that non-ofcciaf help abd assist- 
ance came forward to enable Government to lead ‘the movement on 
satisfactory lines. Now, Sir, so far as the allegations of corruption, of 
misappropriation of funds and charges like those are concerned, H can 
only say that these* allegations refer to the period prior to the assump- 
tion of office by .the present Government; and although 1 will not take 
shelter under the ple£b tha*t we are nej\^-comer8 |o the office, 1 am sure 
the House will realise that^it is a somewhat painfu^!?lsk to be sitting* 
in judgment ove» the .failings of our predecessors^. But, Sir, however 
painful that duty may, we give tlds assurance fo the House on behalf 
of the present Governmentithat we will not shirk our duty, bul we want 
to be satisfied that a 'prinui faric^ case has been made out for an emjuiry. 

I am free to admit that the printed paper which bas been circulated 
raises very grav^ issues, and I freely voic^ on y^ personal obligations to i 
Mr. Sibimth Ranerjee and others who have taken so much jwins in 
putting on record definite and specific cases vfhich can ceikiinly be 
enquired into in order to find out whether tlfese allegations are well 
founded or not. The allegations are oi a very serious clijiracter and if 
they are true, I will not hesitate to say that the present Government 
will take the strongest measures possible to bring to ligh^t the delin- 
quencies of those who have been charged with the duty of administering 
the affairs of these co-operative societies (h^ar, hear)’. So far as I 
* am concerned, 1 can say with a certain amouni* of legitimate pride 
that co-operative societies are noUiing ne\v to me, nor am 1 unacciuainied 
with the intricacies of co-operative societies. 1 will personally look 
into the cases that have been mentioned; I will try to get further 
particulars from my friends and if a prima facie case has been made 
out, a Committee will certainly be appointed. It does not matter 
whether it reflicts on the present or the past 'officers connected with 
the department. But at the present mom'ent, as the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge has pointed out, it will be going too*fai*to say that we ouglit 
to appoint, or to announce "^he appointment of, a Committee forthwith. 
The matter has got to be gone into very carefully, ‘and it w^uld be a 
very serious matter for the prebent Government to, set up a»Cohimittee 
of Enquiry on the conduct of ^ast officials of Govfwnment. But, as 
Iffiave said, however unpleasant that duty may be, it will be faced and 
will not be shirks. Before, however, that extreme step is takei^ 
we wish to look into the matter ourselves with the help of those who are 
in a position to give us help. If it is found that some kind of investi- 
gation has got to b% made or a drastic step has got to be taken, it 
will be done. •The Aouse will also realise that the announcement of the 
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appointment Committee will shake the whole movement to, its 
foundation ; it will shatter the littl/^ credit which the co-operative 
societies still possess in the country (( We^ere accept the allegations 
set out in this memorandum and contained in the speeches of hon^ble 
'members and say that' it has become necessary to 'appoint a Committee 
of Enquiry into the working of the department. It is for these reasons 
that I support the statement made by the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
that he will personally look into these affairs, and I give this additional 
guarantee that whatever little time I can spare, I will' devote to this 
work of enquiry into the department, and, as I have said, I shall be 
no novice because 1 have spent a good part of my life as a servant of 
Government specially connected. with the Department of Co-operative 
Societies, and 1 have got a knowledge sufficient to enable me to look 
into the technicalities, of the working of co-operative societies*. I hope. 
Sir, that with this assurance freely given and our acknowledgment of 
the service that has been rendered by the members during the course of 
the debate, I hope that my friencl^, the movers of the cut motions, 
will not press them to a (fivision. It is at the present moment impossible 
for me to go any furtha’* than I have done ; possibly, it may be necessary 
to oveihaul the whole machinery of tlie department, but that will 
.depend on investigation properly made. AVith this assurance, Sir, [ 
hope that the hon’ble mmuberA will not press their motions to a division. 

Mr, ABDUL BARI: Sir, in view of the assurance given by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge and the very cordial statement made by the 
Hon’ble Ciiief Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my 
motion. 

The motion was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. Sibnath Banerjee that the grant of Rs, 13,81,000 
be reduced byeRs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion fhat a sum of Ks. 13,81,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the head “42 — Co-operative Credit”, was then put and agreed to. 

« * o 

■» 

"50 and 81— Civil Works." 

r 

rtt^The Hon’ble Maharaja 8Ri8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His ExQ;ellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that a vmm of Rs. 1,19,04,000 be granted for expenditure under 
the heads “50 — Civil AVorks” and “81 — Civil AATorks not charged to 
Revenue.” ' 

Sir, I would not like to weary the House by placing before them the 
detailed allocations in the budget. I would only- point out that except 
roads this department undertakes mostly works ‘at the requisition of 
other departments. So when the cut motions on those departments are 
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discussed, the Ministers concerned would give repliest^o them. I do 
not want to dilate any further on, the details at this stage. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move 
that the demand maJe by my hon’ble ^friend the. Minister in. charge^ 
of the Department of Communications and Works be reduced by a sxim 
of Rs. 100. 

My original^ intention was to move this cut motion with a .vie^ 
to draw attention of this House to the inaction of Government in 
initiating various .Schemes and in particular to tlieir failure to adopt 
on a sufficiently large. scale pleasures for road development and construc- 
tion of bridges in Bengal, paving however some Iftl^ time given to 
the various^gures ^supplied by the department I come to realise that the 
department is in spch a state that jt is not possrbfe for me merely to 
confine myself to that asjlect of the question and therefore 1 twill be|^ 
your indulgence to cover a fittle wider field and I shall try to visifhlise 
the drawbacks of the department 'as whole.’ • * 

Mr. Speaker, ’Sir, the Public Wofk*8 Department accounts 
for nearly iO-4 per cent» pf the Jotal revenue* re- 
ceipts of the province and it has beei^ rather unfortunate 
that in years past we have not»been able to discuss the Public Works 
Department budget sufficiently thoroughly. I would bef^ of you to 
give us a little more time for 'critically examining, this big (Jepartment 
that accounts for the heavy expenditure of more than one crore and 
31 lakhs. The charges against the public Works Department may 
be put ill a nut-shell as follows: I know full w^edl tj^at I may not have 
time enough to dilate on all these points fully, and therefore I am 
putting before you the charges stl^aightaWay. I shall thereafter try to 
substantiate these charges one after another wdth facts a^fd figures as 
far as time permits. <» 

The first charge is that the divisions under the Public Works 
Department are; thoroughly** illogical and the^areijs allotted to the 
executive officers have no logic behind thim. The second charge is 
that there is a thorough discrimination in th« fiepartment againsf 
Indians, particularly in the Superior posts. The third charge is that 
the administration is extremely top-heavy in its superior service orga- 
nisation. Fourthly, there is all along an undue preference .»fot civil 
building works, particularly for Government administrative depart- 
memts, and there is a great amount of negligence noticeable for 
beneficent works^ pa34icularly for the construction of roads and bridges. 
Further, Sir, there is to be noticed a complete lack of initfiative on the 
part of the Public Wo^ks Department in respect of new projects that 
go to strengthen the nation-building work of the country. Then 
again, Sir, there is always a tremendous amount of delay, sometimes to 
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a scandalous e^jtent I might say, in respect to the preparation of esti- 
mates and in examination of projects and also in according what are 
known as technical sanctions. Morefivel, ^hen a project is sanctioned, 
even then there is considerable amount of delay in executing the work, 
^tand last but not the least, Sir, my charge is that the department, if not 
the whole of it, at least a substantial section of it, is open to the charge 
of jobbery and of nepotism, if not of corruption. Sir, these are serious 
oharges indeed, and require prdper investigation. 


The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANQY, of Kasimbazar: 

May 1 know, Sir, on what cut motion Dr. Sanyal is speaking? 

Dr. NALIfiAK8HA 8ANYAL: I ani'^ speaking on ray motion 
No. 717, but my friend need not mind the cut m^^tion. I have told 
,VOU, Sir, at the beginning that although my intention originally was 
to confine myself to the inaction of Goverrmient, I propose to take up 
dhe entire department’s work. , 

Sir, with regard to the first cdiarge that the distributions of areas 
under divisions are illogical, I have, handed over to my hon’ble friend 
the Minister in charge tVo rather biggish tables, one of Avhich gives 
^the provisions by divisions under “Original AVorks”, “Repairs and 
Road Development Works,” “Grants-Zn-aid” and “Establishments”, 
and I have hlso given details about buildings and communications 
separately shown. I ’have also shown fhe totals allotted under each 
■division as provided for in the budget, and the establishment that has 
to be maintained in each division as also the cost per cent, of this 
^jsiablishment to tjie total provision for each division. 1 desire that 
these tables should be taken as part of the proceedings, because I do not 
want to tire the ^ouse out by reading out long figures.* I would only 
like to say ihat these tables point out definitely to two facts. One is 
that while tho general average of expenditure on the total establish- 
ment of the whole province works out at 1()*2 per cent, of the provisions, 
there are divisions where the establishmaot charges woik out at no less 
than 24*7 per cent., at 33 per cent., and at 35-7 per cent., that is to 
say, while the total amount provided for works in a division is 
Rs. 52,000 only, the cost of maintaining the establishment alone is 
29,000. The total amount provided for the Jalpaiguri Division for 
buildijigs and communications is Rs. 3,25,000 inclusive of all expenses, 
that is to sciy, on new buildings, on building repairs, on new roads and 
road repairs as well as grants-in-aid for district board and other opera- 
tions and as against this the establishment charges work out at 33 
' per cent, ^he conclusion is obvious. Sir, the time has come when, 
in view of the altered circumstances of to-day it has been.^ieftessary 
to redistribute the areas allotted to divisions, apd I feel very strongly 
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that the Jalpaiguri DivisioD can "be safely amalgapated with the 
Rajghahi Division. Similarly, perhaps Dacca and Chittagong Divisions 
may be administered togetlier^ with some administrative arrangement 
having one or two senior Subdiv^sionai Officers under oifle Executive 
Engineer administeriijg certain kinds of work for ^ both the divisions. ^ 

Sir, 1 also find that there are two Electrical Divisions, one of which 
should go because the expenses are terrible. Further, I find that the 
Governor’s Estates cost about Rs. ()b,000 on the maintenance of a^i 
officer of the ikecutive Engineer’s position. 1 submit, Sir, tliu’t al- 
though W© may not fiave vote on this particular item we may bring it 
to the notice of •the proper authorities, that it is the de.<ire of the 
House that this expenditure should be. curtailed, frgi^^iui offi(*er of the 
grade of Assistant Engineer might very well manage the etsates of ’ 
His Excellency tho (TO’'"ernor. • ^ , 

Sir, with regard to th« second charge that there? is discriminatioir- 
gainst Indian officers, I ilave brought the necessary hooks o*^ the 
History of ^services of Gazetted Officers and will take only twd 
instances to show how Indian officers of great experieiu'c and of very 
long service are siijierseded by cojmparatively ydung officers recruited 
at first froTn (rre'at Britain on contractual ser\'ice ^nd thereafter fiaving 
given them some amount of extraordinary lifts confirmed in higher*" 
posts. One officer has been gr’^en five years’ lift at once and ap])ointed 
on an increased salary and has been given the opporturrfty of going 
up above the heads of many old and experienced’ Indian offic;^rs. Such 
things are going on with regard to the Indians in the service. 1 will 
mention a name or twm in this connecti^pn. 

• ** . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, 1 would request you not to mention 

names. I think this is not desirable in a Parliamenta^x debate. When 
you discuss the matter, instead of mentioning the nam^s of officers 
you can refer to them as Mr. A, Mr. B, and so on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL; Thank you,. Sir. 1 refrain from 
quoting the names as desired by you. In the third place, Sir, I like to 
say that there is top-heavy expenditure in the administration. I fimb 
from an analysis of the exp.enses provided under different heads that 
under “Chief Engineer’^ we have to provide an ^expenditure to tl?^ 
extent of Rs. 2 lakhs and 65 thousand. Similar is the provision -under 
“Special Officers.” For taking up new projects and pew Schemes we 
have to provide Rs. 2 lakhs and ^38 thousand on these officers. For 
‘hSuperintending Enijjneers” we have to provide* another Rs. 2 lakhs 
62 thousand and^for “Executive Engineers and their staff” Rs. 10 
lakhs 46 'thousand. The amount of expenditure on the first three groups, 
namely, Chief Engineer, Special Officer and Superintending Engineers 
accounts for nearly 42 per cent, of the total on establishment, wliich 
40 







» appears to me to be very, jnUjCh on ibe J^igh side. This -ishould be 
drastically redilf(ted. ' ^ ♦ 

Sir, before 1 coifie straight on ta the, other and most important part 
of my complaints, that is, with rej^^ard tb the delay in execution of 
^^work, I must note (^ne thing. In other countries we look up to the 
public works eScpenditure as an index of public prosperity, but I find 
that so far as the beneficent works in this province are concerned under 
*‘( ommunications,” there is ordy a small j)rovision of about Bs. 29-75 
laklKi, whereas for buildings we have a provision of n\ore than Rs. 52 
lakhs. We find on page (i of the detailed budget estimate of the depart- 
ment that, so far as new’ w'ork not commenced are concerned, there is 
only Bb. 1 lakh and ^7 thousand provided ffor .canimunications and so 
far as building* not Commenced are concerned we have Rs. 12 lakhs 
40 thousand provided. The total 'an\ount allotted^for biyldings and 
communications, inc'luding sums for original w’orl^s and repairs, are 
lls. 52 lakhs 02 t'housand for buildings aiyl Rs. 29 lakhs 79 thousand 
Jor communications. I submit. Sir, that the country cries for better 
communications and there should he now' a definite policy for improved 
roads in Bengal, i)articul,arly in rural areas. 

Sir, 1 now come to the next point, namely, the delay in* the execu- 
► tion ofMhe w’ork. In ])roving this 1 will just give >ou a short list of 
projects w'hich have been before the ^(lovernment tor a j)retty long 
time. Some, have been wit In them from 1900. Money has been 
allotted and sanctioned, but the projects could not be put through. 

I do not know' wdio is responsilde for this wondertul state of affairs, but 
I rejieat wdiat I said in the opening speech in criticising the budget 
generally, tlint if w’e (yinnot go into the whole question properly either 
the departmental head should go or the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
should retire. 1 say. Sir, these are the scliemes: the replacement of 
Kunti Bridge in the 04th mile on the Grand Trunk Road. This project 
was approve!l<,in August, 1934, still preliminary works are not prop^ly . 
begun and there has he^n only an expenditure of Rs. 945 up to date'.* 

We have tlie Rangram Bridge projeg,), in the Munhidahad district 
wliich was fii\Nt projected jn 1900, The sclieme has md yet received 
“the final teclinical ^sanction of the department, although at one stage 
all necessary sanctions were given and the first sod w'as cut raising high 
^.r)pes. We have the Damodar Bridge project. Much flash is made 
of the Damodar Bridge and the Hon’ble Minister in charge, before 
the presenti'incumbeiit in office, took His Excellency the Governor there 
to lay the foundation stone. But evisn now I understand that the final 
preparatioit of the plan and estimates is not complete, although there 
has been a l^ind of sanction given in the past on wliich the Government 
of India w’as approached and they did not disapprove of the work. 

, Tboee delays must primarfly be the responsibility of the department 
which has not been able to put through the schemes.^ There are Also 
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other schtemes tkat have fuifefed grhat delay, of which I will just • 
mention the names as I have scarcely anj'time to disduss in detail; — 
(’omilla-Mainamati-Ba Aa^ta-l)audlfandi Road • 

Construction of Jhinkai^acha^ Bridge on the Jessore-Caiicutta Road; 
Burdwan-Aramhs^h Road ; 

Chittagong-Arapan Road; 

Tangail-Mvmensingli Road ; 

Satkhira— Navaran Road ; 

Illambazari^uri Road; and 
Ranaghat-Jaguli Road. 

There are als# schemes which have only recently been approved of 
after years and yearS of whiting: • 

the Cossye Bridge; * , 

the N(frtli Beftgal Trunk RAad from and to l^kiajpur; 
improving Difm Duiii-('ossipor^ Road; w 

Duars Road from Raja4)hajkhawa ; . ^ 

construction of further bridges 4)11 Tangail-M^mensingh Road; and 
improving the (irand Trunk Road, South. • 

There are still certain other schemes wKich a^e under consideration 
for a num1)er oT years and have*no 1 . yet been sanctioned. I ask the 
HnnTile Minister what expla^nation he h§s to ^ive of the inordinate 
amount of dela\ which has led ^ry often to the virtual lapse of amounts 
oi money which the (jovernment of liulia provided for tTiis ])rovince. 

I will just now read out to you a list to show ho's^ much wo*have been 
lagging in this respect from 19d0-dl to 19d()-d7. We haVe been given 
by the (jovernment of India since tlia beginning of tli/* Road Fund 
^mounts to the tune (»f Ks. 1 crore 2 lakhs for^roj^l projects. Out of 
that we have so far been able to spend only Rs. (io lakhs leaving a 
balance of Rs. ‘17-11 lakhs unspenf. This*;\ear, as tliftllon’hle Minister 
is aware, the (jovernment of India has threatened tlo^T unless the 
Government of Bengal can get through the .schemes the\*wi]l not come 
forward with any contribution ^towards the Rf)ad Fund suhventiofi. 
And they have rther threatened that if this stj^te of affairs continues 
for a pretty long period, the Government nf India may he compelled 
to take the administration of roads construction themselves, or divert 
the money to other purposei. Such a state of affairs, Sir, cannot in 
any way be permitted to continue. Sir, T undeiytaud that the deftt;# 
is primarily due to red-tapi.sm .which must stop. The re(f-iapisni 
starts from the very beginning when projects are thkyi uf ; thei» red- 
tap^sm goes on in the form of invitation of opinion of local officials and 
local bodies. It go^s^up to the Railway Departtnent theni and some- 
times to the Rhilway Board. A preliminary approval i.s given by the 
department and then jt goes to the Finance Department. Detailed 
estimates are preparet^ thereafter and after the Board of Communica- 
tions gives the final approval, it goes to the Government oF^rndia. 
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The Governmei^t of India not only gives the final sanction but also 
approves the final allotment (jf funds. Then it goes to the Fin^uce 
Department for all6cation of hinds an(} thereafter the scheme is put 
iuto execution. Tenders are then called an'd the question of acceptance 
,pf tendeVs is taken in4^o consideration. At each these stages there is 
an inordinate dmouiit of delays and my point is that there must be a 
thorough enquiry* so that such delays can be avoided. ? 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, there are difficulties also in the administration of 
the department, 1 am told that a Special Road Dev^opment Officer 
was appointed in November, 1984; that Speciab Road Development 
Officer is a very capable officer having had very wjde experience in 
roads and ])ridges butf unfortunately he did* not or unfortunately does 
not get sufficieifrUmoimt of patronage or oo-operation from his depart- 
mental boss, wlio lias, in addition to" liis duties grafted on livm the work 
of a Su])ei‘intending"*Kngineer. The result is thaj from November, 
Up’ to date we liave not been able ty get a report on the road 
problems of Bengal. 1 understand, th^t report is expeclatl very soon, 
and thereafter I am lilso informed that this officer may be taking long 
leave, because he feels disgusted with the treatment ke has been receiv- 
ing from his departmentaj. boss. These are dej)artmentaJ secrecies which 
1 do no^ like to dilute much upon, 'but what 1 suggest is th^if tliese 
must be tlioroughly enquired into. Sir^. there is a Bridge Designer, 
a special ofth*er, who was apppinted at time when he had practically 
no experience of bridges. He was appointed in November, 1984, but 
before that h(‘ was posted as a junior officer in some division and had 
never before designed or ])lanned a bridge. Thereafter he has designed 
a few bridges with the lielp of* certain big engineering firms such as 
Messrs. Burn & Go., but in the case of one or two bridges that thig 
officer designed thej’e has been disastrous results. Those bridges have 
been washed away. Therealter this gentleman has designed tlie 
Daniodar Biulge which involves no less than Ks. 80,00,000, but in view 
of the fact thdt this officer has had no previous experience (joverninent 
should now s('e that big^sums of money may not be left to be spent away 
on th(‘ iecommendati(<’n of such an officf*! alone. j ' 

Then 1 come to the qiifestion of jobbery, nepotism and corruption 
in the dejiurtment. » 1 submit that I myself do not feel inclined to deal 
with specific cases noi would it be fair to do so, but if the Hon’ble 
itfinistpr would givi us an assurance that he would look into the 
matte! , J shall give specific instances- to him in future. I have heard 
of a i iise iiTwlvch an overseer has been appointed, the selected candi- 
date having had no engineering trafning, and this has been donq on 
the recommendation flf some high official. I 8\iJimit this is nepotism 
of the woi^st 'type. This nepotism goes on also in another way. In the 
list of contractors maintained in each subdivision you will hardly find 
the name of a contractor of some repute, but ypu will find the names 
of persons and firms whom you hardly know. This h^ heen going on, 
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Sir, year in and year out but how such a thing hj )U8ly been 

ma3e possible, (jod alone knows. ^ I shalnot refer to specific cases here. 

1 must, however, thi^ iruiich thatnhis is a department which is 
capable of doing an immense goofl to the people, a departnAiit on which 
ihe very life and .soul of our rural population depends because if wgi^ * 
have production, that production cannot be inarlceted unless 'we have 
proper roads and other communications. As Lord Ibtlhousie said when 
lie recommended the construction of railways, vast lands, vast sheets 
of territories ay' lying teeming with vegetation and production thougli ^ 
they cannot find sukable avenues to the market. The result lias been 
that there has b^n maintained a tremendous difference in the prices of 
food grains and other crops in the^ interior from those ruling in 
f'alcutta. Such state of affairs in the rural a reas *sli oTifi Hi ever be allowed • 
to continue. * , . ’ ^ 

T crave your iiftlulgen^-e. Sir, to*bring home to tip' ITon'ble Ministej:, 
that the time has come when he should hiinself look more*inU) the 
affairs of lli^ department and give jnore moimy for roads, bridges and 
such otlier cou'^tiuctions as would go to benefit the peo])le. There is 
onl> one item uiiTlai' ‘‘ Buildings’ Mhe Daula^pu# Agricultural C'ollege, 
which cos^^ It s.» 1 ,50,000, which niust be apj>reriated ns desiralde, but 
more nioney sliould have been provided for and spent on buildings like 
that and not on buildings like^ Collectors^ bun/Jalows and the Jails at 
Dum Dum and on electrification scheme*! for buildings oL various Col- 
lectors and other officers. $ 

Mr. Cl 8. MACLAUCHLAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 find myself in 
agieemeiit TNith mucli of what the hofiourable member has jnst said, 
hut 1 must oppose a motion which seeks to put the skis of a jiast (L)vern- 
ment on to tlie shoulders of the^ presenL Also Ij^p proposes a cut of 
Its lOU ami then in the course of his s]>eech tells u^ tha^ the depurt- 
uient concerned lias a bank balance of Its. 50 lakhs; Tls.*100 is surely 
bnt a dro]) in the ocean of huge wealth. T must op^iose him for his 
very timidity. 

However, 1 liAended to be eritical — very critical. ,T am s]K*akiiig on 
behalf of the European groiiji, — a group representing a commiinity of^ 
highly successful businessmen. There is somethin^ in the department 
which is alihorent to the meafle.st business instinct. 1 am leferring, SH, 
to inefficiency and mismanagement. Tlie.se may s^iiilo be harck words,* 
but these are all too easy to ju.sti^y. At the same tyne I wisl^ to make 
It abundantly clear that I point no finger .of criticism af the Home 
Minister or at the present Government. The Hon’ble Minister in cdiarge 
has not given us an^ ‘reason for criticism yet, but being a jiopularly 
elected Minister be will doubtless be called upon to face *1110 criticism 
of bis popular electorate many a time and oft. Meantime I feel that 
the House should bowgts bead in sympathy for hir" legacy left 

from the old Government. 
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Sir, Beng:al iV given Rs. 1^3,00,000 per year to spend*on Road Develop- 
ment — for capital evxpenditure^^n new roadi and .new bridges. The 
Rs. 50 lakhj^ lying dormant with the ^iepan^ent represents four years, 
at:(mniiil<sted wealth — your money, my money and the money of the 
'*l)eople oj* Bengd, entrusted to that department on our behalf. That 
department, I submit, has faile?! in the trust placed in it. I trust that 
tin* llon’ble Minister and the (’abinet of the new Government will see 
ii) it J bat such a trust will never again be misplaced. As my friend 
has said, scdiemes sanctioned as far back as 1930 aie *i)ractically un- 
touciied ; and seliemes sanctioned in 1934 are quite untouched. One 
scheme in jiarticular I would mention — the Coniillfi-Mainamati-Bar- 
kanta-Daudkan^, . r.oa}[. This project was approved in August, 1934, 
at a cost of Rs. 5,50,000, but tlie expenditure up to May of this year, 
1937, is Rs. 22,40o*(qily and the positum of th'e woV'k done*' to date is 
-ihat “bricks have\becn c(dlected.”' 33iis rejircsents*^ three years’ work 
on a, sanctioned scheme! Does it rejir^sen*! efficiency 

1 have with me a W^ck list of eight projects similar to the one men- 
tioned. 1 sincerely t;ust4jmi by the time the Hoif’ble Minister pre- 
sents leis next budget, no. such black-list will be avaib%l)le. .If it is, I 
Vdii promise the House that it will -fie read out for information and 
interest. Now, Sir, peVmit me to read out an extract from a note laid 
on the table. at the meeting d' the Board of (Communications held on 

t.he 30th 3 Illy, 1937 r i, 

< . 

“The present unspent balance with this Government' is about 
Rs. 5();2S lak|is including an ex,nected allocation of R.^. 13:17 lakhs for 
the current financial \ear. With a view to utilise this balance at the 
•earliest jiossible date. Government are very anxious that by the end 
of 1937-3S they .'^hould be iif possession of tec hnicall\ -sanctioned pro- 
jects costing^jnuch in excess of the accumulated balance either under 
construction ot ready for execution. They have accordingly asked the 
Superintending Kngiiiefrs to juish on as rapidly as possible with all 
Jtoad Fund projeids \^hich are in courst^of preparation, etc., etc.” 

This sudden burst of enihusiasm was brought about by pressure of 
public opinion. I Submit, Sir, that such pressure should never have 
been reipiired. fc 

... 

T sjfall conclude with two const met ive suggestions. The first is that 
a GommAteis of thin House be formed, made u]) of two members of each 
division and chaiged witii 'the duty cv* investigating the cause or causes 
of delay and the inefficiency of the department and further chai^ged 
with tile duty of submitting by a specific date a "report which, if acted 
U[)on,,will make inqiossible a recurrence of such delays. Someone is 
or some jieople are at fault. It is not for me tb say if at the top, the 
bottom or in the middle. On that the Committ^ I have suggested can 
investigate and report. 
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"The second p^liaps is even more important, as it chlals peither with 
the past nor with tjie preiKyit but withftlie future.. AVe know that an 
ex})ert has actually drawn up if sc||eine of Road Development in Benjfal. 

I have no reason to think tliat that scheme will not be unayimously 
accepted. But of wtlat use is the finest scheiify, di-j^wn uj) by thr' 
finest expert if it is left in the hands of an inefficient department. 

I siiji'^est, Sir, — I jiarticularly ask the House lo ^ive attention to 

— tliat this Committee, which I have su^jrested, be further ch^irge^i- 
with the duty of i revest i^atin^^ the desirability of forminfj; a construc- 
tion department within the department itself. That (‘onstrintion 
department to di^cluu^re one duty only s])endin^ — the economic spend- 
ing — of the balance in hand of 50 lakhs*of nipee.'^aiiTk4l^‘ duty of spend- 
inj.'- the recurring annual amount oi Rs. Id lakhs on road development — 
roiid develojimeiit^mcahhi*; new* roads and new brblt^es. 1 would like 
t<) repeat tliis ]niid of my su^<^estibn a<rain : 1 wish this rj)mniittec* 

which I have su^^ested to look into the desirability of formin<»‘ con- 
struction department within the* piVTent depart point : that constru(‘tioh 
department to be, charged with one duty only, -viz., tiiat of sp.endin^^ 
the Rs. 50 lakhs of A)alance whicdidtve have ^dt t(^day and the recurrin^^ 
]•{ lakhs of rupees on new roads and.new brid^^er^in Ben^uil. STr, this 
eveninj^' mmdi has been said about road develoyment, but it struck me 
enme con.siderable time a^-o C'#it with the words “road develo])ment ” 
should b(* joined a^’ricultural developiAent, industrial llevelopment, 
8(/eiul develo])ment, and a •complete developifi^nt of th^ })rovin(5e. 
Throughout the au'es — from the days of the <rr(‘ai Roman liimpire — 
w*(‘ have known that the country whicji has pro^^ressed is the country 
whi<di has built f^'ood road>. If the suur^^est ions -Hia^ 1 have put forward 
aie aecejited, 1 feel that the Tl lakhs of rupees entrusted to this depart- 
ment as ca}>ital exi>enditure wiD be ])roperly aiuf e^conomic^lly spent 
and that one day, not far distant, every province in Indi^ will look to 
Beii^ral with someth inpr akin to jealousy for her network* of good roads 
run by an efficient and businesslike department • 

Mr. IDRIS AHMED MIA: Del ivered his speefh in Bengali of 
which the following is an English translation: — , • 

Mr. Speaker, reg'arding iny motion No. 7-54 I would lik(‘ to suggest 
that the estimated expenditure of Rs. 1 crore aiiTl 19 lakhs umler the 
head “('ivil Works” should be ’reduced by 16 lakhs and ^85* thousand 
rupees and the amount thus savyd be spent on primary education in 
6V^y district of Bengal. Out of the total income, as shown in the 
present budget,, of R^P. 12 crores and 55 lakhs a sum of one crore and« 
fifty-five lakhs ought to have been earmarked for this pufpose. When 
that has not been done I demand that a sum of Rs. 45 lakhs — Rs. 28 
lakhs out of the estimated surplus of Rs, 34 lakhs plus Rs. 17 lakhs 
by cutting down the amount estimated for exteu8i,oij of the High Court 
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* Vinilcliiiffs, erecti^vn of ‘a Jail at Dum-Dum and other unimportant it^ms 
of work — Bhould be set apart ff)r the. spread of primary education in 
^}je province. Upon^this Rs. 45?Lakh9 t^ poor tenants and peasants 
and none els^e liave any claim, for Bengal has this year obtained Rs. 45 
‘4akhs more thaji in ftlher years on account of the jute duty from the 
Govern nieiit of India. I am o*i opinion that the entire sum of Rs, 2 
crores and 2d lakhs received from the Government of India on account 
of jute duty should be spent on' primary education. This sum is the 
j)rodflct fjf very hard labour oji tlie part of the jute cultifator in Bengal. 
It is certainly not impossible to reduce other expdnpes and make such 
a provision-. If this is done, the ]>oor tenants of Bengal will not have 
to pay an addition?}.! (ax for e<\pcation. If that 'is wholly impossible 
at j)resent, is itTnol the duty of the GoveiMiient of Bengal to spend at 
least the sum of Rs,^ 45 lakhs which they havp.receir/ed as ‘a result dI 
the increase in their 'share of the jute duty ^n the r.pread of primary 
educatioif? There are some who hold that, until piimary schools are 
‘istablished in every locality of the^ piovince, an eX[)endiluVe of Bs. 10 
or lis. 12 laklis will do no good. llav(‘ these people ever seriously 
thought about the deploiablje condition of the patJui/ifas in the mufassil 
and offthe miseries and hardships o/‘ the unfortunate Vuichei> oi those 
fjaths(i]<u'? Most of tlie houses where these pathsalas sit are in a dila- 
pidated condition. TlifTe is qnactically no provision for seats for both 
teachers and^ the taught. There is ample provision for the study of 
geography in the syllabuses but the nitups — if there be any — are all 
so worn oiU that the' names of towms and villages in them cannot be 
read. The villager.s are poor and .so the j)andits get almost nothing 
us fees from* the students. If* ever tuition fees are asked for, the 
students begin to absent themselves. So these pandits have to carry oil 
their work almost without any i-emun^ration. The\ have to de])end on 
the sum of Bs. 2 (M’ Bs. d they get from the district bwirds and this too 
In not received in time. Thus thes<:‘ pandits carry on their trade in torn 
clothes and wi*lh bT-oken heaits. If anything is spent on ameliorating 
tlie lot of these pandits — and on improving the condition of the 
/xithxdlas — is that anufunt ill-spent P If “this is a siiKof extmvagance, 
should ex])enditure under sfich unimportant heads as the extension of 
the High Court lmil(,lings — its lifts, latrines, etc., — be comsidered 
meritorious!'^ You are constructing laKines for affording greater 
f^ciliti^s to a few ptrsons of the High Court to ease themselves, but 
what have you done for removing the -dirt of ignorance of the 50 lakh 
children of Hie poor tenants of Bengal whose money you are spending 
on those items'^ If expenditure for spreading primary education, be 
^considered extravagant-e, one should like to knovf. ^hat the proper use 
of money is. . There are many items in the budget estimate which may 
easily be put off without causing any harm. I^am afraid this motion 
of mine will meet the fate oi the poor deer an^ goats in the jaws of 
tigers and foxes in the jungles of 24-Pargana8. I, ho^^ever, warn the 
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olai^ of tij?ers and jackals that if they jjo on hunting i« this way, they 
too will soon die from starvfition. For,fc’hen the race of deer and p:oat& 
will he extinct in a few da>^‘^. ^s’h^t wilt they feed themselves upon? 

(The member having: reached his time-limit^ was alloweck another 

0 miniites to finish his speech.) , • • . 

What shall I say in o miniites? It I am grrifnted at least 10 
minutes’ time I mipht say somethings (with this the member rose to 
speak ag:an). • » 

There are man^v*itenis wliich may be eurtailed without any liarm 
and the sum thws saved may easily be gfiven to ])rimary education. 

A sum ol one lakh itnd a halt has be^n bud<rett'd«^^‘ electric installa- 
tion at six ])laces such as ?\.sansol, Midnapore/ Baiikura, Krishnag^ar, * 
Bajshahi ^nd KImilna.* . Most the rooms wln'cli, are pro])osed to be 
filled willi electric* ligdits^and fans ^jre not <renerar] caused at nigfht. A, 
number of ])oor widows and*boys earn their living? by pullinj^ tlfh punkha 
in those c(furt buildings. llencejortli they wjll be tliiown out of 
em])]oyment. Tlieir relatives and tlie Indpless widowed mothers will 
heartily (‘urse us.* bam indeed very much ykaid <d this kind of cursea • 
bv the j)o^r. 'iilie Hon'ble Minister asked me whether or not I^lesired 
the progires^ of tlie electric li^ht ainrfan business. My ic'plyis in the 
negative. We do not want tlns^until we have imtde satisfactory arranjfe- 
meiit for th(‘ education and health of our pooi count rynuin. It is not 

1 alone who liold such view>i Why is Mahatnui Gandhi, tin* g:r(‘atest 
political fi<;ure in India, so partial to cottagre industl^ ? Hig'Vloth mills 
deprive thousands of their mean^ of livelihood but make only very few 
wealthy, A sum of sixty tliousand ntpees has b(*cn buoVeted for con- 
''tructiiii? a new building- at Alipoie to house seveiJll offices and a lakh 
(d ru])ees for building District MaL»’i''trat(;'s (piaitess at l{ang])ui'. Tiie 
Distiict Magistrate is not certainly liAing under tlie*shad(i of trees and 
there would not h<* aii\ the slightest inconvcuiieiice it th^ eonstruction 
of the quarters w'eie ])ostj>oned \et toj some tiine. Then a sum of one 
lakh and seventy five thousand rupees has bi^en budgeted for raising 
buildings for ouf ])oli(e mastc^rs. The estimatec? cosf^ for p\irchasing a 
house for the Additional Police Supei intenflent of Midnajtore is Rs. 13 
thousand and new buildinu-s to enable the Gurllia* Police to live com- 
fortably with theii' wives and children at J^angpur will cost Rs. J4,5f)0. 
All these are very good. But I should like to ask*what offence Ijave th^ 
policemen of other districts coimnitted that they should be (Jenied the 
luxury of living with their wives and child,ren? 1 drt not grudge the 
Giukha Police their comtorts and convenience, but I want to know 
what arrangement Uus been made for the education of the illiterate ancL, 
uneducated people of Beniral who supply the wherewithal for all this? 
After a lapse of 180 y'jars Bengal has obtained full autonomy Govern- 
ment by the people i% said to have come to the country. But not to 
speak of electric lights, is there even a kerosine lamp to illuminate the 
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dark hounes of t^e poor people? Some are there who ar^^ue that nothing 
con be done for primary educttion without a sum of Rs. 2 crores 
When opportunity will come, we shall feeci you with pilau and other 
rich things,' till that time you must keep chap and ‘’■o without food — 
^uch codnsels no ^real man of any country ever*- ^^ave. W^here is the 
arran^^cifient for (Jal-hJiat of w^iicli our Hon’ble Chief Minister spoke 
during his election campaigns? Is it true that even at the cost of 
Ks. 10 or Rs. 15 lakhs no improvement can be effected in the matter of 
primtiry education in Bengal? I call upon the friends«of my party to 
give an answer to this (piestion. The money spt*nt on education is 
certainly monev s])ent in the be«t cause. J have a little experience as 
regards education. t^pent the j|)esl part of'my.life — 15 long years — in 
* serving, ver\ (/fTPii without remuneration,! as head master of a high 
school established by myself. My pupils number several hundreds and 
arc now engaged as teachers in diffejent parts of Bengal. Many again 
are sitting idle without an\ employment. , If these people and other 
^duc^led youths are called upon to make saciifices for the cause of 
education, they will celtainly not hesitate tr) respond (o the call and 
agree to work for sim^l and nominal salaries. W^e^ j^hall not start the 
work o,f primary ediicatiop until we have in our handsj^crorei? of rupees 
— if yoiu sit tight wife such a m'ista'ken notion — tlie jiooi' cliildren of 
Bengal will neviu* havu any •mlucation. i do neither believe nor sup- 
port this policy. It, for my, own district Malda, only one lakh of 
rupees is sanctioned 1 may arrange fd|' the imparting of primary 
education (n evtuy Villag’c there. The majoiitv of oui‘ Ministers are 
rich people. Tliey havt‘ among them Navvabs, big zamindars, wealthy 
persons and meichanls. They *.ua\ overhiok extiavagant exjienditiire 
of lakhs of rupee^, <• bu*l what were our IIon*ble the (’hiet Minister,* 
Messrs. Naush(‘r iVJi and Mukunda Behar\ doing. Many of the 
e.xciises jiul forth 'in Ihe budget sj)t*ech may be true, but is there any 
satisfactory etplanation why even a humble sidieme of jirimary edut^a- 
tion could nof be thought out in the course of tour months? The 
people of Bengal are on the verge of death. They have no time to 
listen to tiie advice tliAt patience is gohMi. Tlie> waK/t something now 
and immediately. WV suji-iiort the Ministry because we, the repre- 
J>'entatives of the p(M)i\tenants, are very mucli afraid of the troubles 
involved in dissolving and forming Minic^tries. If we cannot believe 
-m'this Ministry we ivust set up a new body. But Prujas cannot afford 
to losedhe time that will be required in, selecting and setting up the new 
Ministry. The jioor tenants — they are dying — they are gasping — if 
anything should be done for them it ^nu^t be done without a momeijit’s 
delay — or it will be tpiite useless. 

AdjourniDBiit. 

The House was then adjourned till d-dO p.nt. on*** Friday, the 3rd 
September, 19d7, at the Assemblv House. Calcutta. c 
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APPENDIX, 

rabie II. 

CIVJL WORKS EXPENSES, 1933-34 to 1937-38. 

Showing sums provided for original works, repairs, grants-in-aid ami 
establishments from 1933-34 to 1937-38 (in thousands of rupees). 


Year. 

] 

Original Works. 

Repairs. j 

Qrante- 

in^id 

all 

kinds. 

^ 8 

ToUl * 
of 

columns 
4, 7 and 
8. 

Estab- 
lishment 
including 
ail depart- 
ment. 

10 

Solid- ! 

2 

Com- 
' ;.anlca- 
tiors. 

3 

Totel. 

4 

Build- 

lIlgB. 

5 1 

Com- 

munica- 

tions 

G 

Tofal. 

7 

1083*34 

3,30 

'4.76 

8,06 

- 


30, 12 

J3,n 

60.29 

17,14 

‘ 1634-35 - .. 

5,88 '* 

4,48 

10,36 



44,03 

11,13 

65,52 

17,21 

1086-36'* 

7,14 

7,25 

14.30 

25.70 

J7..*)6 

43,26 

14,45 

72,10 

18,16 

1936-37 

9.02 

9,25 

10,17 

25,7.3 

|8,.52 

44,25 

20.5.3 

83.05 

18,67 

1087-38 

24,84 

11,18 

, 36,02 

27.4H 

18,57 

46,05 

;)0,8(i 

112.87 

18,92 




1937 .] 


941 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislittive AssemUy assembled 
under the provisions of tl^e Goverjfiment of India Act, 1935. 

• » • 

The Assembly met in the Assembh^ House, Calcutta, on* Friday^ 
the 3rd September, 1937, at 3-30 p.m. • 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker ^he Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Ha^ue, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, the eleten Hftn’ble Ministers and 2U^embers. 


• STARRED QUESTIONS . 

(to which oral answers were* given) 

* • Pods and PoundraksKtsiya^- 

• • • • 

*92. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHA^I *M AITt : {%) Will the*Honble 

Minister in cliarjie ot tlte Ib'venuc l)ei)«rtmeflt be i>lea 8 ed lo state 
whether the Pods (as designated in the kist ('ensus Iteportj were called 
as Poundrakshtriyas in tlie (iensus Ue]>()rt of 1021 P 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to giv^ reasons for 
such change of designation ? ^ 

, (c) Is the Hou’ble Minister aware of the*taci that a very great 

feeling of resentment prevails in their being called PodsP 

{d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to see that the designation 
be changed from Pods to Poundrakshtriyas? • 


MINISTEFT.in charge REVENUE OEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): ((») No 
( 6 ) Does not arise. 

(C) No. • 

(d) No. The action proposed does not appear to be neceslfiry. 


'Mr. PROMATH^A RANJAN THAKUR: I 9 . the Hon’ble Minister^ 
aware that the “word ‘*‘Pod” is insulting to the cominunit;jrP 

The Hon'ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; No, Sir. 1 am 
not aware. * 
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Mfi PROMATHA RANilAN^ THAKUR; What is the harm in 
adopting the wo7d “Poundraksk triya” ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BlilOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Government 
cire prepared to^consi'fler tlie question. * 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN KASHEMY; Is the Government aware 
that wi my district they are called* Poundrakshtriya from a long time? 

The Hon’ble Sj: BUOY PRASAD S.INCH ROY; Government 
are not aware. ^ ' 

c 

.. A Member; Is the Government aware that a considerable body 
of vo+ers in the last Assembly election i'or Midnapore^ South-East 
Constituency did notovpte because' they thought it derogatory on their 
part to be termed as Pods? , 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Government 
have no information, 

A Member: W ilj the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the 
matter further? 


The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have already 
stated that (joveroment are (piite prepared to consider the suggestion 


Grievanoee pf the people of Bu^dwan in canal area. 

•93. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department 
be pleased to state what steps the Government have taken to meet the 
demand and redress the grievances of the people of Burdwan in canal 
area ? 


MINISTER in charge of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Nandy, of 
Kastmbazar): It has been decided to appoint a committee to inquire 
into the matter. 
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I • 

‘‘Pistia-removal** method. 

I • 

•94. Mr. SASANKA ^EKHAR 8ANYAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Publfc Health (Jiocal Selt-Wovernment) 
Department aware — • 

(i) that a method of combating malaria kiiowj! as me pisiia- 
removal’’ method has been ^adopted and worked tor the last 
8 years by municipalities, district and local boanl^s and 
union bogrds extensively in the district of Murshidabad and 
to som^ extent in the districts of llirbhuni, Malda and 
Bankura ; , , ^ 

{ii) that in some areas*where the method ot “piJjthi-removar’ was* 
¥ipplie(k percentage oI spleen and parasite came down from 
87 and .9”) to ^1 1 and niJ (figures are‘*ofiicial ) in course of 
two years; * • ^ 

{iii) tha^ the cost per head (^f t^is “iiistuf-rei^idvar ' method is tv«> 
and halt annas as against Plasmoclijn method which costs 
one rupe^ per head as ypplied iiu Meiaari in Burdwan where • 
•the Pediiction in the percentage has been from ()(>•, ind lo 
to 31 and 31. (official figures) in course of two year?; and 

(ir) that in some places v^here the “pistia-removal’ ’ method has 
been successfully w’orked, Tever mortality And malarial 
diseases totally disappeared for several years ? , 

{h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desiraliility of adopting 
on a large scale all over the province tifls method of remotal of “pistia’’ 

^s a method of combating malaria and allie<l cTiseitses!'' 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, Tire the (Government 
considering the desirability of issuing an official statement on the 
subject? ' 

MINISTER* in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and, LOCAI SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (Che Hdti’ble Mauivi Syed Nausher 

AN): (.M (/) to (in\ A statement summary si ftg the informatioi! 
furnished, by. the District Hf‘alih Officers and District Offic ers of the 
districts concerned and the Director of Ibiblic Hmilth, Bcuigal^ is laid* 
on the table. • 

(iv) I have no such informatjon. » 

*(h) No. The result of the investigations cary’ied out by the Public 
Health Department* in the experimental and “control” villages in th^ 
district of Murshidabad shows that the removal of “pistia,” which is 
an aquatic weed, helps in reducing mosejuito-hreeding, and thus in 
bringing down the incidence of malaria; but the claim that '‘pistia*^ 
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alone is responsible for tbe cailsation and spread of malaria does not 
appear to hav^^beem substantiated. 

(c) No. ' , 

•rv* i 

Staiement i^efetr^d to in the answer to clavse {a) (i) to (tti) of 
starred question No. 94. 

The District Health Officer Cl Murshidabad advocates the combating* 
»f malaria by the removal of “pistia” from tanks, dobas, khals and 
other sources of water-supply. It is rei>orted that in the district of 
Murshidabad, the District Board has conducted experiments in this 
direction at r about H years, at Munigram for 5 years and at 

Gokarna for 4*years, that the Union Boards of Islampur, Udainagar 
and (xangapur hav^ been carrying on *‘i>istia remov^al’^ activities for 
0, 3 and 3 years respectively, and that simibir experiments have been 
cahied Cut in the municipal towns of Berharipore and Jiaganj-Azimganj 
tor the last T or 8 years- and in Ki^ndi for the last 3 years. 

The Bengal Public Health Department has kept a watch on the 
results of the exi>erimt^nt undertaker ])y the District Board in Murshi- 
dabad,' and since the, year 1933, has been carrying out a survey twice 
a year in two villages, namely, (lokarna and Munigram, which were 
sele(;ted by the Murshidabad District B )ard tor this exi)eriment. As a 
result of surv’e\ , it luis been found that the spleen index of the village 
Munigram^which was 87*5 in July, 1933, before the removal of ‘‘pistia”, 
has, lifter its removal, come down to il'7 in fliine, 1937. Similarly, 
the parasite index, that is, the jH*rcentage of children showing malarial 
parasites in their blood in the same exi>eritmntal village, Munigram, 
came down from 95 in duly, 1933, to -1)95 in June, 1937. 

Observations have also been made in tw(> adjoining villages, where 
removal of ‘^pistia” was not carried out, for the purpose of comparison 
and checking 'of the results of the exjxeriment. It is reported that in 
ohe of such ^‘control’' villages, namely, Laharpara, where “pistia” 
grows in ^ibundance, dhe spleen index also came doyvii from 24-1 in 
July, 1933, to nil in June, 1937. Similarly, there was a corresponding 
veduction in the parasite index from 45 in July, 1933, to nil in June, 
1937. 

' Thus, from the refsult obtained, there is no doubt that the incidence 
of malUria has been reduced in the experimental villages, but the reduc- 
tion has been eii^ual, or even greater, in the ‘‘controP’ villages where 
^‘pistia’^ has been left intact. 

' In Murshidabad, the cost per head is reported *to have been 24 annas 
in the experimental areas, and 1 pie in other places. In the town of 
Murshidabad, the cost is reported to have been a little over 1 pie per 

head. 
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• 

The cost of treatment by quinine anid Plasmochin^'^n the’^Memari 
f liana of the Burdw,nn district has been 3 annas p<jr capita of popula- 
tion for drugs and 6 annas 6# pies ^or the staff employed treatn\|^t. 

2... In the district of Bankiira, the experiment of com batingi malaria 
by the removal of “pistia” was taken up by the feistri^t Board in the 
villages of Onda Union since the year 1932, and the Bankura Munici- 
pali^ has been conducting an exj^eriiqent since the year 1934. 

It is claime<hthat there has been a substantial reduction of mal^iria 
in places where thi.s* experiment has been tried, but in the absence of 
any “control” woy'C and scientific investigation, it is not possible for the 
Public Health Department to form any opinion aho^j^the results claimed 
to have been achieved. .* • ♦ 

In Banfenra, the cost. per head* varied from Be. l-J in 1932 to 8 annas 
in 193fi, while the Bankura Municipality has reported that the cost has-,^ ^- 
heen 1 /lOth of a pie to 1 /5th of a pie. * ^ 

•* A 

3. In the district of Birbhum, i4 is rejiorthd hhat ‘‘pistia-removal’* 
activities have been carried on by the District Board and by some of 
the Union Boards on an experimental hasis»s4nc^ the year 1932-33 and * 
that very ^0 (m 1 •results have lieeq obtained. ’The number of Ullages 
where such activities were conducted was 17, and the area entered by 
the exi>eriment w^as about 10 'square mile4. * 

It is claimed that there has been a sifbstantial reduction of malaria 
in places where this new niefhod of combating ’tjie scourge has been 
tried, hut as in the case of Bankura, owing to the absence of any “con- 
trol” work, it is not possible to form an^v final opinion about the results 
obtained. , * ^ 

In Birbhuin, the average cost i>er head has been reported to be 
2 annas 3 pies. * * , 

4. The exjierimeni was not tiied anywheie in the distwet of Malda. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In ^ ’ie\\ of answei- (A), is 
the (loverninenf ^rcjiared to c;frr\ on the e.\p(*riiscn1 in olhei^ areas at 
tioveininent cost 'i 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YEP NAU8HER ALI: The result does not 
justify further exjjeriineiits. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In View fhe ans'W'cr 
giv^n by the Hon’ble Minister, may 1 enquire if the Hon ’hie Minister 
will (‘onsider tlie (ju^s+Jon of carrying the experiment to a point when*, 
it will be safe for him to say one w'ay or the other? ♦ 

• 

The Hon’ble MauliM 8YED NAU8HER ALI: The answer g^ven 
in (ft) clearly iadicates that it being an aquatic wejed, it is likely to 
41 
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reduce ino.sqiii'.o-breeding aiidf»consequeiitly it is one of the causes^ that 

])eiliaj)s contributing to tlie spread of malaria., But malaria as a 
whole has got to be tackled and simply r’stia removal wdll not, in the 
opinion^ of experts as also from the results of experiment, lead to any 
^special results. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that in exactly those areas where Dr. Bentley’s sclieme has failed 
this sclieme has succeeded Y 

The Hon’ble Mauiwi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I have already 

stated, tlu‘ result , do not shew success in the’ sense in which the 
hon’ble iiKoiiber ni(*ans to take it. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
pisti^i noiioval method and JMasmochin method wore tried simultaneous- 
ly in the .Iangi])ur subdivision am^ that while the former was a success 
the latter was a failure K 

ij ' * *■ 

Tlie Hon’bie Marivi SYED NAU8HER ALI: I am not aware of 
the results achii'vcd at Janpipur, but it is clear that ])istia removal 
has not given re suits as stated by the' heurble me'iube'r. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has tlie Deiiartment of Public 
Health made any extensive investigation in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: As far as I am 

aware, experiments were made in those two villages and also in some 
other villages but 1 am not sure. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that a fqw years back when the Malaria Commission came to Bengal, 
the Health Officer of the District Boar3 of Murshidaliad placed before 
the Commission his scheme of pisiia removal and demonstrated to their 
Mtkfaction that this scheme would be more successful than 
rlS.r; B^tley^ s scheme ? 

I a ' • ^ i 

The Hon’ble Mauivi SYED NAUSHER ALI: I am not aware. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that while 
Dr. Bentley’s scheme proved to be a failure, this scheme has proved to 
be a success V 


The Hon’bie Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: I am not aware, Sir. 
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(to which anfWhrs were laid on the table) 

I • 

Appointments to the Bengal Civil Servile («kidioial)! « 

67. Mr, ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: (o) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and Ijegislative (Judicial) Depart^ 
ment be plea*8ed to lay on the table a statement showing fo'r the 
Presidency of Bengal the number of Hindu and Muhammadan officers 
in the rank of— 

(i) Subordinate Judges; and 

(ii) Munsifsf 

(6) Will the Hou’ble Minijjter W pleased to state tlie proporiitfn of 
the total number of appointments* in each bf Uie services mention^ 
above reserved for duly (jualified Muhammadans K 

(c) "V^ll th^ Ilon’ble Ministei^be also pleased to state — . 

* . • • . 

(i) whether the rules regarding the proportionate inhnber of 

appointments for * Jiuhammadhns have not been obsen^ed; 
and • • 

(ii) the steps proposed to be taken by Government to »ee that the 

rules are strictly observed in all the departments? 


MINISTER in charge of JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Tlossain, Khan Bahadur); (a) 

A statement is laid on the table. • 

(6) There w^ere previously no orders of Government fixing communal 
percentage regarding number of appointments to the Bengal Civil 

Service (Judici^). * * . 

• • 

(c) (i) Does not arise. ^ ' f , 

(ii) I(ul^ to regulate communal proportion for these appCUntineidtl 
as required by section 255 (2) of the Government #f India Act aje 
preparation. • • 


Siatement referred to in the reply to elmtxe (a\ of unstnrred queitUm 

0 m •• 

No. 67. 


^i) Subordinate Judges 
(ii) Munsifs * 


1 out of 53. 
06 out of 290. 
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Mr. AB0UUA>/»L MAHKIOOD: How long will the Government 
, take to fix the communal proportions for the^ appointments? 

.The Hon'ble Nawab MUSHARrOfF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

It will be done l;>efor^ the next apjmintmen ts are ihade. 

A Member: Has any proportion been fixed with regard to these 
.eppointnients? 

' * f*' ‘ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAfN, Khan Bahadur: 

It has not yet been done, Sir. * 

A Member: May 1 know when the next appointments are going to 
be made ? , ' ' 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF n088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Probably in the months of February and March next. 

. Procese-sbrvers. 

68. Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and liegislative" Department be pleased to state 
if it is a fact that — 

r i 

(i) the process-servers have been supplied with badges with the 
inscription of “Process-servers” on them; 

(li) the process-iervers are referred to as such in the High Conri 
circulars; and 

(iii) the Association of the Process-servers of Bengal has been 
recognised as “The Bengal Process-servers” Central 
Association ? 

(h) If the answers to clause (a) are ‘in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons why these process- 
servers are named as jieons, fxidufiks or pe}/n^o^ks in the forms of 
•ummons, notices and their diaries and receipts? 

a 

The Hon’ble N^wab MUBHARRU'FF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) (i) Yes. 

(w) The terms * ‘process-server” and “peon” and “process-serving 
fpeon” are all employed. 

(Hi) Yes. ' 

(b) The term used in section 20 of the Court Fees Act, 1370, is 
“peon”. The term used in Form No. 11, being the form of return 
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under order 5, rule 18 of the Civil Procedure Cpde substituted by 

the Calcutta High^ Court in 1928 is “process-server”. The term used 
in Chapter VIII of Civil ^uks and Orders is “process-serving peon.ti* 
^*Padatik” and ^^Peada'' appear to be used as vernacular 'vhriations #nd ^ 
equivalents of “peon^^ All these terms seem to»have^refererfce to the 
fact that these officers do most of their Vork on foot. They are in fact 
the infantry or “foot-sloggers” of Government. 

Directions issued tiy the District Magistrate of Murshidabad for filling 
up ministerial appointments from the members of the scheduled 
castes. 

69. Mr. KIRIT BHU8AN* DA8: (^) Will % Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Re venire Department be pleased to state if any direa-j. 
tions have been issued to*the District Magistrate of Miir 8 hftlal>ad ^or 
filling lip •ministerial appointments from members of the scheduled 
castes? 

{h) If the answer to clause ( 4 ?) is in klfe affirmative, what are the* 
direction? P • • . * • * 

(r) If the answer to clause (o) is in ihe nggative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of taking early steps for recruitment 
from the members of the scheduled casles when filling u^ vacancies? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY; (a) Yes. 

(b) The instructions are that 15 per cent, of the total number of 
• vacancies should be filled up by members of the minority communities 

and backward classes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. KIRIT BHU8AN DA8: Is there any (lislincliTm hetwe^-n the 

■* . 

scheihiled castes and backward classes? 

• . * 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Some of ..the 

scheduled castes are included in backward claj^sesB. • 

• 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: With reference to tiie answer to ^qiiestiom 
(h), has any direction been givan to the District Magistrate of Murshi- 
dabad to fix the percentage of appointment^ for Muhjynmfldans ? 

Mr. 8PEAKEIJ: ^That question does not ftrise out of the rnaij^ 
question. ‘ • 

Mff**RA8IK LAL BISWAS. How much has been reserved for 
backward clasi|es and how much for minority communities? 
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The Hon’ble, Sir. BUOY l>RA8AD SINGH ROY: There is .no 
separate reservations for backward classes and minority communities 

in all the districts. 

( 

. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What are the communities under 
the term* minority communities^ and what are the castes under the 
term backward classes ? 

Thp Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I. want notice. 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: Are the backward* classes the same 
as the scheduled castes ? * 

* The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 
They are not identical. There are certain backwaiid classes which 
» are classed as scheduled castes and there are others who are not. 

c Mr. RASIK LAL ^BISWAS: ^h^t are the names of the commu- 
nities which are termed* as minority communities? 

• * . 

The.Hon'ble 8ir BUOY PRA8Ab 8INCH ROY: •The ‘backward 
classes and the scliedufed castes. 

. 1 . 

Grant to the Khulna District Board for Test Relief Works. 

70. Babu PATIRAM ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

of the Revenue Department aware that the Khulna District Board 

spent Rs. 40,600 last year for ^lest Relief M(,orks during the famine 

that broke out in the police-stations Kaliganj, Shyamiiagar and Assasuni* 

in the Satkhira subdivision and in the Paikgacha police-station in the 

Sadar subdivision? 

< 

(d) If the answer to (^i) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble 
Minister be pleased to stale if Ihe information that Rs. 20,000 only 
have been* sanctioned })y the (lovernmen/ in the present Budget as a 
grant to the Khulna District Board is true? 

•r (c) If the an8WPi\to^(/>) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be plea.sed to state what amount will be sanctioned for the purpose as a 
^ant to the Khu^lna, District Board? 

The Honible Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(h) No. The (luestion of a gran\ to the District Board towards 
cost of test works 'is still under the considei^ation of Government. 
(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. 8YEO JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY:,May we hav^*- the 
approximate time when the grant of Rs. 20,000 will be sanctioned? ' 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD'SINCH ROY: First of all, I • 

must say that it is not Rs. 20,000. Ah to the at)pro?ftmat6 time, it 
is difficult for me td say withiy what tipe Government will come to a 

decision. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that the District Board of Khulna spent the amount 
in question on the clear understanding that certain percentage of the 
amount will he |ranted hy Government ? 

• 

• * 

The Hon’ble Sir •BUOY PRASAD SINCH «,pY: No, Sir, that 

is not my information. • 

River Brahgiaputra, known as Jamdna. 

• • 

T1. Mr. CHARU CHANDR'A IlOY: (a) 1% Ue Ilon’hlc Minister 
in charge of the and Workji (^rigation) Department , 

aware — • • . • 

• a • . 

(?) that as a result of gradual silting up of the bed, trie river 
Brahmaputra, know-* as Jamuua, cannot carry down the 
volume of water that passes* through it duriivg the rains; 
and * \ ^ 

(ii) that the bordering districls and subdivisions are subjected to 
visitations of untimely flooii. causing damage to 

agricultural (^ops? 

{h) If the answers to clause* (a) ar^ in tlie affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the steps proposed t(f be taken in 
the matter? 

* • • • * 

The Hoifble Maharaja SRIS C^ANDIVV NANDY, af Kasimbazar: 

(a) (i) I have no information that the river Ikahmaputra is gradually 
silting up. There is no sij^ of deterioration of the river and it is 
navigable* by steamers even in the low winter season.^ • ^ 

(ii) The river spills during t^c rains over the banks as is usd^l with 
all healthy rivers in a deltaic area. Crops suffer tff a ^certain extent if 
th^ floods occur early in the season before the crops are high ; as also 
when the floods ^are abnormally high. But* as a compensating^ 
advantage, thd area subject to the river spill is comparatively healthy* 
and the spil is more productive than in other areas. 

not desirable to prevent this river spill by putting up 
^ embankments. * 
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Mr. CHARU CHANDRA R'OY: Ib it not a fact that excessive 
floods in the dfe^taic areas are' due to the cause of silting up of the 
river P ' ‘ 

, The ^on’blf Malraraja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

It may he to some extent. * 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Rouble Minister 
considering the desirability of obtaining accurate reports as to 
whether the level is going up, contributing to heavy ^oods or whether 
the river is at its previous level? 

# i 

The Hon’ble Mi|haraja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar; 

No, Sir. 

Reisarding a 8hort*riotice question. 

The, Hon'ble 8ir dlJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY:, I am prepared 

to answer the short-totice question put by Khan Bahadur Hashem 
Ali Khan if you have no* objection. 

0 

Mr« SPEAKER: Has the answer been' placed on the table ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. But 
the answer is ready f luM can read it out. ' 

‘ I 

Mr. 8PEAKEt<: But I find Khan Bahadur Hashem Ali Khan is 
not present in*, the Chamber to put the question. In the circumstances 
tlje question may be anvswered at a subsequent meeting. 

C ' t 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL<C On a point of order, Sir* Even 
if a member is not ^rqsent to put his short-notice question, is it not 
permissible to the Hon’ble Minister coficerned to answer it if 111 
eJfchftiks tliat in the public* interest it has to he given. 

''o' 

Mr. SPEAKER; As Thave already said if the member concerned 
is not present, then Tydiat I propose to do is to get the answer from 
»<,he department concernecf and put the answer and the question on the 
table. But if the Hon’ble Minister says that it is of such importance 
that it reipiires to be answered orally, I am pfepared to aTfW^jjk to 
be put at any time. 
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offices are in a f.^ost miserable, oonditjon. It appears from the Regis- 
tration Budget that there is a surplijs of Rs. 5,19,000 but still there is 
no provision for accommodation of Sub-Registry Offices. In this con- 
nection I slfould like to refer to the ^.peech of Kazi Emdadul Haque of 
18ih Match^ 19^1, in, the old Council. He said as follows: — 

I have seen w;th my own eyes some of the Sub-Registry Offices in 
Raiigpur and I do not know whether that state of things prevails 
everywhere but in my district the Sub-Registry Offices are located in 
rented houses and Ihose houses are miserable beyond description. The 
houses are made of slanting bamboos with straw roofs and often kept 
erect with shinting bamboo props. It is really a disgrace on the part 
of Government that«<tiey should ollnw their offices to be located in such 

* rented houses. ‘ , * 

• • • * 

In reply to this ^the then Hon’ble Minister for Rjegistration said: — 

A, complaint has been made by Ki^izi •Emdadul Haque almut the 
n'ature of the buildings In which the, Sub-Registry Offices are located 
and I must admit that" it is to a large extent correct. We are very 
much cx)Tif!enK‘d about this matter. The Sub-Registry Offices are 
located'in buildings whi(*V. are really in a very had condition.* We have 
obtaine(Hadmiiiistrative ai)im)val’ to (>7 scliemes hut unfortunately, 
owing to financial strihgencr it has not been i)ossible to find funds for 
them in the, Budget. I fully /ealise that tlie present condition is very 
unsatisfactory. • * 

Even, now. Sir, after six years of the statement made by the then 
Minister for Education, no provision has been made for the 
oonstruction of Sub-Registry Offices. There ;^re strange things in the 
Registration Hepaitinent. Tn some places there are some Government 
office buildings and \piarteis for Sub-Registrars hut no place for clerks, 
muharrirs, pj^ons, 'to live in and even they are not allowed to build their 
own houses ‘^n Public Works Department land. Zamindars and 
m^hajuns construct houses and make accommodation for their officers. 
But in this case officers of Government who are doiii" much for the 
rural uplift are huing neglected. The Sub-Registrars As representatives 
of .Government live in vill&ges aAd they command respect from the 
public. But they ifce .located in the bazar just like shopkeepers and 
placed in a disgraceful condition. In s^me cases I have ^een theit 
orfces being located 'in the bazar just like shops. I would therefore 
urge upon Government and the Minia^er in charge of Civil Works to 
provide tiieih w’i^h suitable offices and I would request him to earmark 
at least one lakh of rupees for the donstruction of buildings for Syib- 
^Jlegistrars, clerks and muharrirs. If gradually ,J)uildings are con- 
structed for ^quarters of Sub-Registrars, Government will get 7 A per 
cent, from their salary wdiich will come to about Rs. M,000 over 
and above Rs. 47,000 now spent as rents. The total saving^Nsould, 
therefore, come to about a lakb of rupees. I therefore urge upon the^^ 
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Government to invest money for the ponstructiKjn of| buildings as 
quarters for Sub-Registrars ftid tbeir staffs. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1. propose to ask the Hon’ble Minister t^ reply 
at about 4-20 p.m., because I think in. that case* the flebale .will be* 
sufficiently gone into, unless the Leader of the Opposition and the 
Leader of tlie House want that it slioub^ continue further. 

(No objectio« was raised.) , 


Mr. ABDUL KARIM: I rise to take part in tlie discussion in 
order to point out on*e glai*ing defect .not as ye^inentioned by any 
of the members in the admin^tration of the Ibibhc Works Department < 
and that ooftcerns >he natjure of t*lie estimates prepared for civil works, 
the corrupt practices curried on by svil>ordinate officers of the Executive 
Engineers’ offices. Many -yf us know that in th'e preparniioii ^ of 
estimates, th^ needs and requirements of difterep’t projects are gemll’ally 
overestimated by the department. tIic rates of ^iifyment are t(H) high, 
much above the ifla^ket price of articles. TJie mtes are mucli more 
than those# avaiiable in the marlifet .s-o far as purchases by |)rivate 
individuals are wncerned. I woufd have less to cay if the fri^mers of 
the estimates did so only with the intension < 4 ! providing, if 1 am 
permitted to use the word of H1Tn‘ble Nawab Mi]>.harrufi' Hossain “a 
gentlemanly” profit for contra^ctoi>. But tlie case is otherwise. It is 
an open secret that the contractors have got to»pay a eeitain per- 
centage of the amount sanctioned to the sulordinate staff. Even in 
some cases special rates are fixed for pa.'^nents to^highei' officers. That 
ri?(iuii'es the preparation <ff' estimates at unusuaUy l^igh rates and that 
is why new contractors offering lower tenders cannot secure jobs on 
the plea of .so-called inefficiency. * If (]ro\ 1 ?rnment Tlo^ really desire to 
improve the administration, 1 submit lower tenders sl^Buld not be 
refused without sufficient reason and that a particular set •£ contractors 
must not be pvatronised to the exclusion of others. I do not know 
whether the Hon’ble Minister, is familiar with jthe interpreialion of 
the term P. W. D. which according to some is a pubhc waste depart- 
ment and according to others a department for plunder without det^-^ 
tion. I do not think we can expect any better thin*gs even in ^the new 
order of the administration i^ this procedure of patronising a selected 
set of contractors continues. But if this is dcffie tiway witji, the * 
corruptions complained of will ce*ase to exist. That, will also ^lo'away 
with the necessity of framing estimates at •unnecessaftly liigh rates. 

If the department can put a stop to this malpractice it will also bring 
us a good savipg oirt the amounts allotted for*civil works and that*, 
surplus can be utilised for other nation-building departmenit.H for which 
we h ^ ej^i^ enough ofi discussions on the floor of this House. May 
I hopeihat the defects* complained of will be a thing of the past under 
^he new regime lof the popular Ministers of an autonomous Bengal? 
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Mr. 8HA»^,ABDUR RA^F: I had no mind to speak cm this 
motion, but I do so in support of certain comments which have been 
hit upon by Mr. Abdul Karim. As the Vice-Chairman of a District 
Board, I ckn say from pers<jnal exj^rience that a considerable amount 
^can be^ saved ^if Ihp rates are lowered after proper investigation. I 
submit; Sir, the rates sanctioned by the Public Works Department 
should not exceed the prevailing market rates. For instance, when a 
labourer can be had for eighh annas a day, we find that the Public 
Works Department rate is fixed at 12 annas or 14 aynas or even one 
rupee. One curious point is this: I want to poicit out that when the 
District IVwird of llangpur tried to reduce the rate t^iey were told that 
they could not do unless it was sanctione^l by the Superintending 
Engineer. That is a. funny matter indee^l. Although the rate can be 
changed for the benefit of the District Board, still because Ihe Superin- 
tending Engineer Wal the Executive Engineer st<>od in the way this 
‘ could npt be done.' If the District Boards change their rates, then the 
Executive Engineer would also have 'to change his rates. I submit 
respectfully that if atcv refill investigation is made as regards the rate, a 
considerable amount of money coflld very well be sav,ed and that money 
could be otherwise iflilis^ell. I aim thankful to our friend Miss Mira 
DuttaThipta for renv^nding me tfiat for the residence of the Collector of 
liangpur a sum of Rs, (10, ()()() has been provided. So far as 1 know, 
only 10 per cent, is deducted as rei»4 from the pay of (lovernment 
officials wht) are given the privilege of (Government quarters. Now, 
taking thj^ average pay of a Collector to be Rs. 1,500 a month, the house 
rent comes to only Rs. 150, and for that Rs. 150 it is an unwise policy 
to spend Rs. (i(),00(). , We havf some idea of the cost of a building in 
inufassal. AVe cay build a palace for Rs. 00,000 there. Therefore 
appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge to see that such huge sums 
are not spent on^tliese buildhigs. ” 

Our friend Miss Mim Dutta Gupta brought to the notice of the 
House the (ifiestion of a lift in the High Court building. I am not 
tipposed to it. Lifts ale required but my only point is that all public 
works should be dor^e with as little a* cost as possible. Therefore I 
hope that after ‘this discuiision tl^e Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
^Department will kjndly issue orders for the reduction of the rate in 
the light of the present market rate. ^ 

Mr. SUREN DR A MOHAN MAITRA: After the masterly speech 
of Dn. Nalinaksha vSanyal I do not think I can make any very useful 
oontributioh to,, the discu.sjsion. So I will confine myself to some local 
needs of my own constituency. The road between Mymensingh <and 
,Tangail is going on fn such a way that it woujd take long long years 
to be completed. But one who know's the situatkm of the Tangail sub- 
division will certainly admit that this road mpst be compl^d at the 
earliest opportunity, because the Tangail subdivision is is^a^Clfei' from 
the world and it is very difficult to approach this sul^division without 
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gpen/ing an inordinate time to reach it. Then in, th^imatter of the 
distribution of the motor tax I find that many of the districts of North 
Bengal have not got contritmtk)ii up till now except perhaps Pabna 
and Jalpaiguri, though the Speciill Officer of the Road Board made 
certain recommendations regarding certain roads* in ^onie districts,, 
especially in Rajshahi. As regards the^North Bengal highwa.V, T do 
not know when it will be opened, whether it will be* during our life 
time or not. But it is a very important»r<K\d. I appeal to the Hon’ble 
Minister that without succumbing to the inertia of the department, he 
will rise up and enthuse some new ^^pirit into his department so that 
these very urgent needs of several districts will be met i;.s soon as 
possible. • , • ^ 

Then as regards the elec4rific^^tion, 1 find that dalpaiguri is very 
much luckj*. The* reason is not far to seek, because there are the 
Commissioners and* the hjuropean planters there." There are several 
districts in North Bengal wfcere there are electrification, but tihe Gov- 
ernment buildings or the Government^ insti tut ioiis liaVe not been elSctri^ 
fied. In my district I know that estimate was rtunle last year or some 
time ago, but no (^’ejct has been given yet. is^well known, Sir, that 
there is a J3ig college and scIwk)! find other pjiblic institntions^where 
these things are very necessary. t)f course the (tdlege is mnv; closed, 
I do not know for how long.. These are .the grievances which I put 
before the House. 


Then I find that bridges aj'e constructed in other parts of Bengal, 
but North Bengal is neglected in this respect. *1 hope tltat if the 
Hon’ble Minister who has got some properly in Malda once cares to 
go there especially during the rainy season, he’will findGiow difficult 
it i'^ to reach that jilaceT The he4id(|uarters ot tWe district has not 
been connected with any bridge over the Molianaiyla. The people of 
Malda have been crying for it and made seveml representjit ions and 
even approached His Excellency the Governor, but no hope was held 
out to them. I cannot lay t<H) much stress upon the (fesirability of 
having this bridge. This is a very important ^liridge which ought fo 
be taken up without further dilay. • * 

With these words I once more appeal the Hon’ble Minister jn 
charge tliat without relying too much upon th§ (iepartmental recom- 
mendations he will look to tfce needs of the different places ^nd dis- 
tribute money accx)rdingly. 


Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI HAITI: I thank you ior allowing me 
to speak about the working of tffe Public Works Department in the 
rural areas such ag ®y constituency of Midnapore south-east. In 
that constituency thete is a canal called the Hijli tidal canal with its 
continuatk^ in the renpotest part of Orissa, namely, Orissa Coast 
Canal^^rhat canal wa| excavated during the sixties of the last century 
^or the purpose^ of bringing out food grains from Orissa and othei 
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iieij^-hbouring ^(Jistricts and ii;iporting British j?oods into the reiiiotest 
parts. Now, tliat desifjn is completely fulfilled, but the result of the 
excavation has been disastrous so faro as the southern portion of the 
district of'Midnapore is concerned. ^ The rivers and khals in my consti- 
tuency» take their cpurse from north-west and flow down south-west to 
the sea. Now, Sir, this canal j^oes parallel to the mouth of the river 
Hou^^-hly, that i's, from north to west. The result is tliat both rivers 
and khals have ^(d their coursis impeded and in course of time choked. 
Of the two rivers tliat are left, namely, Rasul])ur andiHaldi are unable 
to carry down the volumes of water that come <loWn from the upland in 
the nortli/^west and often burst out and cause seri(?us floods. As a 
matter of fact duriu'^ the last dj) years theJ-e have been no less than nine 
floods causinpf immense liarm to the people. 


The, Hon’ble Maharaja SRI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar: 

May I ask what has tiiis motion got” to do with floods and canals? 
This is a matter for the Irrigation ‘Department. 

Mr. NIKUNJA, BIEHARI .MAITI: Now, these serious floods 
cause great harm to ^the people. In the olden da>s when the canal 
was not excavated the rain waiei «from upland took away all the 
accumulutetl dirt and nuisance from the face of the land and rushed 
to the se^. The rei^ult was that the hea'lth of the people was good and 
the rich la^^er of silt that fell on the surface of the land was very 
helpful in producing .good cri^ips. But the result of the excavation 
of this canal has ^been firstly that the pbwique of the people apd 
secondly yields of crops have both deteriorate. Officials have 
been approached, 'petitions *have bclui made and some ten years back 
tlie (liief K^pgineer, Mr. Addams-Williams went there and saw for 
himself tlie v.tate of things jirevailing there, but no tangible result 
ciame out of them. 

AV’hat is wanted rs that a number of sluices should be made along 
the banks of the canal an/1 the embankments beside the rivers and a 
• number of cuts .sbeuld be made along the District Board, Local Board 
and village roads, so that the water froip the high land may go to the 
^ s^a without an^;^ ui\,necessary delay and impediment. If that is done 
then /with the minimum cost we yan have a place which will be 
fertile iinii the inhabitants thereof happy as crops will grow in 
abundance, i can t«ay from my experience that these impediments to 
the natural flow of water by bundhs, or embankments or bridges and 
such like things have caused immense harm to the people. Bengal of 
to-day is not wdiat it was 50 or GO years back. I there^^e request 
the Hon’ble Minister and his department to take the peopleTbiar their 
confidenoe. In this respect I have one humble suggestion to mak^ 
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and/ that is that the officers fo the Public Works De^grtment who do 
not take outside people into their confidence slioufd do so now. 

The Hon’bie Maharaja 8^18 8HAHDRA NANDY, of Kasimbazar ; 

Public Works Department has notliinj^ to do wijh cjyials ami river^. 
Those are the concern of the Irrigation* Department. 

Mr. NIKUNJA BEHApi MAItit If tlio people are taken into 
the confidence ef the departnienlal olticers ami if the suggi sl ions* made 
by them are accjejt^d, it is lioj)e(l that the.se wattn-logged aicas which 
cause such an anxiety to the people of llengal will liecome^ feriile ajid 
healthy. ^ 

(Here the member, having reached tlie tiihe-limit, resumed his* 
seat.) • • *. 

AI-HaJ Maulana Dr. *SANAULLAH: In this^connectioii 1 want 
to draw thewattention of the llfnrble Ministt^r ^o tlu’ two roads "in the 
district of Chittagong: first the (liittagong-ltaftgainati Trunk Road 
and the second Wie feeder road connecting Ranigarh, one of the most ^ 
important^ subdivisions of the Chittagong Hill Tracts with (ffiUtagong 
j)roper. These two roads are of*vital importaiitfe to the ii^Jiabitants* 
concerned, because they ai;e tlie arteyes oj:' trade, especially of 
agricultural products and fort'^trproduce. 1 think as soon as the 
work of the construction of the Chittagong-Arakan Road *s (‘(Utipbded, 
the. department might profitably take up the* construction of the 
Chittagorfg-Rangainati Road. The condition of these two roads at 
present is very bad and the con.^tructjon of bridge pver the river 
Jlalda at Sharta Ghat oft the Cliittagong-Rangfon^ti Road is ft f’l’.yiiig' 
need of the day. The ])eople cf»nc<uned have been trying their level 
bt's( for about a decade, to have* it constructed; aiyl there is already 
a scheme under the consideration of the Government, ^ut although 
1 have put some questions on the subject, I have nc^ been as yet 
favoured with any reply, so I do not know at*wliat stage that sclieftie 
is at present. • J\^e have alr^dy put before tli^ Hon’bie Minister in 
charge all the facts and figures regarding ^hese roads as well as other 
roads in the district of Chittagong. Recently, a ^leputation composed 
of almost all the members joining from Chitfagong waited on the 
Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Department of^ Communications ftnd^ 
Works and this is nothing but a fresh reminder. / would therefore 

request the Hon’bie Minister once again to look into the* matter. 

. • 

.The House was then adjourned* for lo minutes for prayer. 

After ndfournment. 

Mj>«fED JALAL'UDDiN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, only to 
^^justify my existence In this House as a representative of Satkhira, I 
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want to make jn^ie simple observation in connection witk the "p^lic^ of 
road construction in Bengal. I rogret very much to say that it my 
subdivision there is no communication by rail. TJnfortunatdy, we 
could not dVeate any such political situation which might have made 
Governriient to, open railway communication in my subdivisidn. ^ After 
constitutional agitation covering a period of more than 50 years only 
the other day one simple road was sanctioned "from Navaran to 
Satkhira. 1 also expressed my regret to the Hon’ble Minister that 
I noticed considerable agility in constructing that fbad before the 
..general eleclion of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. Perhaps, to 
^discredit me in this House the work on that road which was going On 
very quicklj was stiVpped just before the^ general election. I hkve 
nothing more to say, i)ut considering tlie^'ondition of my subdivision 
I would ai)peal to the Hon’ble Minisler to go on wotli the work as 
early as possible for ilie simple reason tliat it is a necessity. Year 
before last an amount of Rs. 5 lakhs wiis /^ranted for the construction 
of roads. I am afraid tlte jiioney |StiJl remains unspent and a further 
sum — I have not seen tlie budget figure — lias been possibly granted 
for the construction ef the road in question. Once more 1 would 
appeal to the Hon’ble Minister to^look into the file anu to pass' 
necessary order for tfie construction of the road in question. 

With these few words, 1 supjL-w .VtUe (“ut motion. 

The Kon’ble Mv. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I have 

listened w’ith great interest to tlie debate that has been initiated in 
connection witli this demand. -The specific matters which have l>een 
raised in this debate will he dealt with on belialf of the Government 
by the Hon’ble Minister in ^charge .pf the Department. Sir, I want 
your indulgence to make a few^ general observations. I personally 
feel tliat tho^e is much scope for improvement in the administration 
of the Public Works Department, particularly in the matter of 
specification for the Government buildings, and in the matter , of 
rates for ’construction, securing in both more efficienV'y and less cost. 
Bui I t)iiiik tlie picture has been a little overdrawn by Dr. Sanyal 
vvho has initiated this diebate and the other speakers who have said 
that this is the most top-heavy departm.mt in the whole administra- 
tion. So far as the matter goes, I find on enquiry that it is as top- 
'^leavy '^8 other departments not only of thifj province but of all other 
provinces also. I ‘have tried to ascertain some facts and figures to 
see whether our Public Works Department is more or less top-heavy 
than it is in othei provinces. In Bengal ,^tliere aiH? two Chief 
Engineers, in Bombay and Madras also there are two Chief Engineers, 
in the Fnited Provinces there are four Chief Engineers. ’^The salary 
of the Chief Engineers in this province is Rs. 2^750 to Rs. the 

same is the case in Bombay as also in Madras. Then as regard's 
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Siipfrintitoiiing Engineers, we have 7,* Bombay 9, Madras 8 and the 
Tuit^d Prl^inces 14. Then as regardls the Execntive*^higineers, our 
number is^lo, Bom])ay 54, ‘Mgdras 32 jiiid the Fifited Provinces 51. 
As regards the Assistant Executive Engineers, ours are 11, Bombay 
12, Madras 17 and tlie Fnited Provinces 15.^ Tben, as ^regardi^ 
Assistant Engineers,' this province has •got 64, Bombay 9S, ‘Madras 
95 and the United Provinces 104. The rates of salaries also in our 
province mostly are lower tlian tlio*se in other provinces ; but by this 
I do not mean 4bat there is no room for improvement; as in jf)ther 
departments of this •Government we shall institute an enquiry whether 
further improvement can be made in tlie matter of retrerK*liment or 
not in due time, as h lmve»assured this House i» connect ion wit!) the 
debate on general administration. ^Mr. AimrLLAii-\i. Mahmood: * 
May we kiiow tlm total amouivt m nroney value of works in those 
])lnces?) So far 'is this is concerned, I have** only compared our 
budget with that of BomJjay — theur budget estfmate uimmnts. to 
Ps. 1,46, 00, WOO and ours is Ks. *1 ,31^000. So /ar a^ the administtativp 
c{>st is concerned, ours is Rs. 19 lakhs as coTnj^ared with Bombay’s 
Rs. 25 lakhs for the yurrent year. ^ ^ 


Then, ^ir, \fith regard to thq, electricity hch^une, the conrteetions 
for electric fans and lights which have been provid(*d in the^ Govern- 
Jiient buildings are not so giving i\ little (‘omfort to the 

officers of the State as to hel]) the .smnll comi)anies i]i*the district 
towiLs in their expansion. • As you know, 'Sir, in our ])rovince 
el(‘Ot licit y is supplied by small cou»panies whicti have started their 
venture in the district headquarters and they^ can hardly carry- on 
without any assistance ^oni Government and ^tlie municipalities. It 
IS not possible for these small com])anie8 to expand and sometimes 
< veil to exist. That is wh\ we have pro*dd(‘d for'electric connections 
ill Government buildings more as a sub.sidy to the'se coticerns than 
for providing amenities for our officers, though I ailJnit that our 
officers also deserve this little comfort. Even clerks in commercial 
ofhe^es are supplied with this amenity, because it increases efficiency. 
Gf course, some*of my friends have said that the tfgri(*iilturists are 
not benefited by it. I think the tifrie is not very far when, with 
expansion of the electric supply scheme, we sludl Tiavc liglits and fans 
even in our -villages. In MSdras they have raised loans to start Jiig 
electric schemes which cater to villages. Suclf s(*liemes wf^ld be* 
helpful for the expansion of our* small industrial cojicerns ^Iso.** 


^Sir, my friend, Mr. Surendm Mohan Jlaitra, has said that bis 
district has been neglected; but so far as I remember, when tb^ 
schedule meeting was* held for considering the budget estimates, I 


did not i^eiv 
I^ if 


^.rfC^ertainly they 


e any electric scheme from the district *of Rajshahi. 

we get* such schemes through the proper channel, 
will receive our favourable consideration. 


42 
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Then with regard to what has been said as to onr providii^ a 
lift in the Higii Court and oifr purchasing a portion of land near the 
High Court, I thii^k the provision of the lift to i;he High Court is a 
belated removal of a long-sfanding grievance; we ought to have 
provided' the lift long ago, but our financial situation did not allow us 
to do that earlier. <5n this connection, I may state that under the 
new reforms of ^he money we are likely to get from the High Court 
we are not spending even one^teii'th for it. Under the new reforms 
the Official Assignee comes under the control of the Bengal Govern- 
ment and we shall get all the forfeited money amounting to about 
Rs. 50 lakl^s and we have given to the High Court only about 
Rs. 5 lakhs this year for many things which they have been demand- 
ing for the last 10 or 12 years^ but it was not possible for the Gov- 
ernment to comply with those requirements so long. 

Tlien, Sir, as regards the plot of land for whic*h we have proyided 
Rs. laklis, it has not yet been decdd'ed whether it will be required 
for ar (‘xtension of. the* High Court; it may be required for providing 
accommodaiion to different Goveftimhiit offices. We have provided 
this money for the reason that as the Imperial Bank was selling the 
entile jiroja'rty to some other purchaser and if we missed this oppor- 
tunity of buying thir pfot, it nrght not have been available for our 
purpose. So as it is very contiguous to the High Court we liave 
decided to ]mrchase tliis plot, it will be utilised has not 

yet been deidded ; we shall d'(‘(;ide it in due course. (A voice from the 
Congress benches: Is it an aimless imrchase^j It is not an aimless 
purchase as Government will reiiuire some accommodation for 
dift'ereut offices. The .Official .^ssigneehs office had to be shifted from 
the High Court and fer this office Government liave been paying 9 
considerable rental per month, and there are other Government offices 
also in connection ‘with the'* legal departments and to accommodate 
them it A\illH[)e necessary to have our own buildings. 

Then, Sir; as regards pace of construction of roads and bridges, 
I‘ admit that the progress has been very slow. But I would ask the 
House to' realise that the progress of such construction works in this 
province has to be slow as you h^ve to think about culverts, embank- 
Jiients, the jirovisiqu of free passage of water and matters like that. 
Though ,we have been able to execute works amounting to Rs. 0 , 7 , 
or 8 lakhs a >ear, we have provided for Rs. 22 lakhs for this year and 
hdpe that tlie matter will be expedited. Tliis compares very 
favouraUiy with the work of other provinces where the work of road 
construction is ea.sier than in this province. As to the rest of ,the 
^points raised in the debate, I hope the Hon 'ble^ Maharaja will reply to 
them. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I have just received as intiinatiolf'.'fTom the 
Home Department that as already announced 8 *h and 9 th Seplembe^ 
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will jie for resolutions on matters of general public interest, 15th and 
IGth and 21st and 22nd will be for non-offieial Bifls. *in addition to 
that on the 20tb Governinertt proposes ^ to presenj^ a siipj>lemeutary 
statement of expenditure wlAcb will Im? discussed and the supple- 
mentary grants voted outhe 2-3rd September. 

• 

Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYAL! Sir, in course of Iris statement the 
Hon’ble Minister mentioned something. aWit the top-lieavy admini- 
stration which \ never said. In connection with the top-h^avy 
administration I only said with reference to certain sections of the 
department, particularly the Chief Engineer, the Superintending 
Engineer and the Spewial (lificer who consume ali^ut Ks. (S lakhs out 
of Ks. 19 lakhs and 1 did no| take into* consideration tlie comparative i 
figures as between this province ainhother provinces. 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER:* Thaf will do/l)r. Sanyal. . 

• . 

• * . • • 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARROFF H088AI#«, Khan Bahadur:* 

Sir, the (luestion <4 Higli Court lift and the land that we are i)ioia)sing 
to purcliase near the* High Court has been Very^liglitl y tlionglit. So 
tar as the fift is concerned, I beli<ive it won't ]‘e(j|^iire anybody ^0 rise 
and to suiiport it because a lift is a i^-essity aijd necessity knows jno 
la\i. If a tiling is necessary, evejaii^fl*ir is illegal, it is ])assed; so here 
I am not going to do anything illegal. I want to gel yoift- assistance 
in legalising what is a necessity. I hojie you know^that all l|j(‘ Judges 
are over 50 and Counsel are also over 50 (A voice: Not all), liut 

inan\ are. So, if T have jirovided a lift or if T ;.vant to provide a lift 

for Judges, Counsel and events (A voice: And ihe Judicial Member), 
and the Judicial ^leiiiber if he goes there, there cannot be much objec- 
tion. Then there remains the question of •site. Tlif^ Hon’ble Eimince 
Minister has very ably put before you where the site *is anti why is it 
necessary. You all know that the site is necessary not pnly for the 
eMensioii of the building called the High (Vmri Juiilding but for other 
buildings as welj. You know' that the Administrator-tieneral^and the 
etticial Assignee Ulso re(]uire *a<-commodation there and the Official 
Assignee has given you about 90 laklfs of ri!])ees. (A vokk: AVhew* 
does it go?) It w'iil find a jdace in the budget# ot* the rMumtry. So, * 

if the officer \j'ho is .supplying^you 90 lakhs of rupees of which* Rs. 50 

lakhs will in.stantly enter into the pocket of this Government ai^d the * 
other Rs. 40 lakhs will come in due course and if that Official soignee 
is allowed a room to .stay in or to make his office and if^his*4 lakhs of 
ru]»eps that I am providing here in this budget is given for that purpose 
^ill you be sufferer jn ^ny w'ay (voices of no, no)! So, you are really •. 
getting about a crore of rupees from that very office. Th^t being the 
position it require any explanation from anybody and the House 

^ill ^ dffee say that tie proposal of Government is a. business-like 

^proposal. 
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The Hon’blf , Matiaraja 8R18 CHANDRA NANDY, of Kasimbizar: 

Sir, I have listened with the closest attention to the various speeches 
criticising the actiVities of thfls department. The cut motions which 
are moved *by the honourable members are done with the object of 
bringing to th^ notice of (fovernment certain grievances of the people 
and also to point out the defects of a particular department. I am 
therefore thaiikftil to all the members for their constructive sugges- 
tions. My friend Dr. Sanyal has levelled ^several charges against the 
department with breathless speed and s-ome amount otf vehemence. 

I shall first of all take up the cost of management which has already 
been referred to bv the Hon’ble Finance Minister. My friend, 
Dr. Sanyal, has tak^ri considerable pains iii prep^iring statistical state- 
ments for which I offer him my sincerest thanks. Much can be said 
almut the necessity^ of retrenchment, hut, Sir, .when you come to face 
facts your angle of‘*criticism may. be completely changed. It is not 
])osvible^ neither a^lvisable, to keep down^-tlie cost of management to 
ti very low figure in ceutain techyical departments. When I say thi< 
I should not be misuiiderstood that 1 4im supporting all the items in 
the expenditure of n\Y department. As has alrepdj been announced 
during^tlie debate on th^ General Administration and im the course 
of the speech by the^ITon’lde Fi\iaih*e Minister to-day, the question of 
retrenchment will be ti.iken up conference of leaders of the various 
groups of this House to.be held in future. That will, I believe, be 
the ])r()])er time to lo(»k into the (luestion. Sir, T \ield to none in my 
desire to ‘see the expenses reduced without im])airing efficiency. The 
question of redistribution of divisions and for the matter of that aboli- 
tion of a division, if rtecessary(v may be taken up at that time. 

Reference lias been made in a general way about the malpractices 
prevalent in the departmenji. Sir^ so long as human being exists, 
liuman weiijlvi ess* will be there. There must be some black sheej) in 
every herd.* For that reason \ou cannot condemn an entire class of 
(ifticers who are servin^g Government faithfully ami loyally. While I 
object to such generalizations 1 would certainly take great care in 
enquiring into ^jiecihc instances of corluption which' 1 can assure the 
House will be dealt with ^tith alb the severity as the nature of the case 
would demaiul. r , 

Sir, T am prepared to agree that sofne reform in the. method of 
administration e>t fiie department in certain directions is absolutely 
ueceJlSiiyy. I may inform the House 'that I have already taken up the 
matter in right earnest- The items which appear to me to be of 
radiciil importance are — i 

(1) the possibility of reduction in expenditure on repairs and 

maintenance ; 

(2) lowering the specification of Government buildifi^s^. and 

(3) introducing a more rational, equitable, and satisfactory ifiethqd 

of disposing of tenders. 
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Jir, I would now come to the question that has been raised about 
the delay in takings up some of the road projects flsultiiijif iu the 
accumulation of a Ihrge amt)iqjt of money in the J^etrol Fund. Sir, 
as has also been pointed oiit*l)y tlie Hon'ble the Finance ister, you 
will find that Ave have provided for over lakhs of ruj^ees in thq current 
year's budget, and compared witli the amounts wliKdi u^re spem iu the 
two previous years the advance is certainly not negkgil>le; it' Ave can 
keep up this pace, I tliink bv tlie end of.tlie next financial year, Ave sliall 
be able to exhai^st almost all the accumulated amount. I may iyform 
the House, Sir, That*tliere has been no lapse of an\ amount, as has been 
mentioned bv 1)^. Sanval. Sir, as 1 have mn g(H sntficient time, 1 
would only like to draw, tht^ attention (d' the Housj^ t(» the resolution of 
the Central Legislative Assi^mbiN of flie Kith Februar\ , IHdT, to* 
^n))vtaniiati‘ what, I hitvc said.. (T)r. -Naj.inaksha Svnaal: Would 
\('ii ])lease tend it. out What this i CNcdtifibn !*') I am afraid 
I have no time; otheiAvise I^Avould have been glad t(^ do so. • 

Now, Sir, there are several cau.se» of delay ^n tilting up the ])rojeebi 
of road development. The first is that, according to the old arrange- 
ment, a stdieme useii to originate iy the laiciif Sdf-( lovernment Dejiiirt- 
nient, thetT the tbiblic Works Dejmrtment used to examine it, atid send 
il back to that de]'.ai t nient The sidimm* aao", in due course, ftirwarded 
to the India CTOA-ernment , and*Av] ^j afljiil< ^ Tifdia ( ^ovm’iiment a])])roved of 
the jiroject, the JiOiail Self-(jovernment* Dejiartment rm-^ived it and 
used to send it again to the#Pulblic Works Dejiartment for making 
})roper estimates in detail. So, as aou can see, Sir, some ^imount of 
time Used to be lost in tliis fashion. According to the ])resent scheme, 
hoAvever, as the Road Fund has come*directly under tin* Commnnica- 
^ion.s and AVorks Department, every scheme iv • sanctioned b> this 
Dejiartment ;nid sent to the (foviu'nment .of India ior a]>])roval. That 
AA’ill minimize the delay to a certain extent, but 1 ma\*infoiyn the House 
that it takes some time to get the approval of the (foverniflent of India. 

It is after that approAUil is received Ave have to^start making estimate's. 
Before that the^ alignments have to be settled and surveys undertaken 
if bridges have gifl to be built, we have got to mak^ various observations, 
which would take not less than tAvo* rainy "seasons. It wouhl then Jie 
possible for the department to start preparing the Estimate. We have* 
always to. keep an eye not tef interfere Avith the irrigation, siTnitation, 
and drainage, Avhenever we take up any such prf^’eck Sir, as^I liave • 
already said, some delay is ineA^table, but at the^same tin^ «’e are 
doing our best to see that the projects are ^lot unnecessarily delayed. 
AVkh that object in aubav, Ave are proposing to have more frequent 
meetings of the, Board 4if rommunications. 

Sir, I not aware of any discrimination being made as Regards 
pron^otion of Indian officers, as has been referred to by Dr. Sanyal, 
And I have received nb comjjlaints about it. But I can give you this 
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assurance that^ so long as I ajpi in office I shall see that no such^ dis- 
crimination is made. Sir, much has Ibeen said about the Special Officer 
in charge of Road vDevelopmept and th^ time he lias taken to complete 
the schemo.H. I may point out that lie'’ had to visit every district, 
and draa^^n up the schemes in consultation with the District Officers and 
the District Board of each district. As regards the Bridge Designer, I 
may say that he -is a senior Executive Engineer belonging to the Indian 
Service of Engineers and has taken special training in bridge cons- 
truction in Europe. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : Wkere? What are 
his educational degrees and what are his qualifications.^) 


I am..tfiankful to Mr. MacLauchlan for pointing out to the House 
that I have been in charge of this department only for a few months and 
cannot be held resi)onsible. In fairness to tlie executive officers of the 
department, howewr., I do not propose to take shelter behind this plea, 
but, 8ir^ I shall do^my level best to see that <liings'are put on a proper 
level, As I have already pointed out,.theie is already a committee in 
fjxistence, viz., the (Provincial B6ard of Communications. I do not 
know if Mr. Mucliaiiohlan wanted another committee to be appointed. 
I do noi think, Sir, ’ihat' is necessary. I shall, however, consider 
whethe^r some membf rs 'of this Hoii,se can be cn-o])te«^i as members of 
that BoaVd. 


Ihen, Sir, he has made .another suggestion, which is about the 
creation of a Construction Department. ,I may point out at once that 
our staff ks adequate«for the work, and no useful i)i]r])osp will be served 
by the creation of a construction department. J may say in all fairness 
that the i)resent Board* of ( Winrunhuition had only one sitting and have 
not been given su^Hcihnt op])()rt unity to see things for themselves'. 
After being thus benefited by the criticisms of this House, I myself 
shall see that the said Board are informe<l of the views of the members 
of this Houst. And I am sure that the\ will certainly do everything in 
their power fo see that things move more rapidly than before. 


Sir, my time is short, I would only refer to what Mr. Abdul 
Karim has said ‘about the Public Works Department. Sir, after the 
^intiuguration of the new reforms ^Miatever may be the reason, the name 
Public Works Dep^rtlnent no longer exists. The department is now 
called Communications and Works, or C.^ & W. (Mr. Jogesii Chandra 
Gt'PT.a*: ComnKVn aste?) I wwld say they mean care and w^atch 
or coiWfo^t ^and wqalth or capability and wisdom whichever you like. 

fi , 

Sir, several members of this Hc/ase have referred to the need? of 
^their districts. I may say this much that I shall go very carefully 
through the speech on this demand after the session is over, and 
all the suggestions made here will be considered in ^ue course. 
Sir, this department is a department of service^ and I would like to 
see it run with that motto on its forehead. I woujd appeal to alf 



967 


1937.] DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

f 

secl^ons of this House to give me that co-operatioji, advice, and ' 
guidance, as occasiop demands, so that I may be able to steer it through 
the proper channel. ^ » * f 

The motion of Dr. Nalinak*sha Sauyal that the ^demand of 
Rs. I,19,d4,()0() under* the heads ‘‘50 — Civil Woi^s” ^nd “Sf —Civil 
"Works not charged to Revenue” be retlueed by Rs, 100 (to ’criticise 
the inaction of the superior stah in initiating irrigatio’n projects and in 
furthering schemes for the.constriictioh of roads and bridges, leading 
often to non-utMization of the sanctioned grants) was put and lo^t. 

The demand of* Maharaja Sris Cliandra Nandy, of Tvasiinbazar that 
a sum of Rs. I,l0,()4,0()0 he granted for expenditure under fhe lieads 
“r50 — Civil ^Vorks’* and “5l — Civil Works not cliarged to Revenue” 
was put and agreed to. * 


“54— Famine Relief.” 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: On the lecom- 

meiidatioii of His hkcellency the ^jovernor.I* bcf^ to move that a sum 
of Rs. 2,60,0(Hf be granted for ^expenditure •under the head»”54 — 
Famine Relief.” • 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: 1 1)cg to move that»the demand 
for Rs. 2,00,000 for expemlitiTre under the head '‘54.— Fatnine Relief” 
be reduced by Rs. 100 

'the amount allotted is (piite inaile(iuate. • The wosd “famine” 
according to English dictionary means scarcity of^food, bpt it is not 
sucli scarcity as is described in ^le Famine Code^ According to the 
Famine Code “famine” means scarcity of a grave nature^ Whenever 
(fovernment de(dare famine we at once take it to be of a seMOiis type and 
that people are dying or will die as a result of it. I think that unless 
the system is changed and the grant is increased pt*ople will die of 
scarcity. Wheiieiver there is famine, a Famint* Conpnissioifer and a 
number of relief officers are appointed and»their pay is met from tjjis 
small grant. I suggest that the local officers ^ht»uld he a'^ked to do^ 
some extr^ time work whenever there is famine in their aretf. Those 
local officers may also take the help of local »on-pffi(‘ial agencies, , 
especially of the members of thi« Assembly who come from thsj, area. 

I think the members of this House will gladly giv§ ajl tlfb lielp they 
<?an* I therefore suggest that instead of appointing a Famine Cuiiimis- 
sioner and other rejief. officers a major portion of the grant under thi^ 
head should go to the really starving people. Gratuitous^ relief is not 
given to th* poor — it i^ given only to the invalids and lunatics and to 
the pardanashin ladie^ who have none to look after thejn. I further 
Suggest that thj^ fund should be well controlled and managed. 
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When there is famine the ^hungry people take any food that they 
get and I know of 'some British companies that give something in 
charity, for exam^.le, the Britannia JBstuit Company. They give 
biscuits oirt of their old stock ; thole biscuits are not fit for human 
consumption aiul I can say from my experience at Rampurhat that 
those who took those biscuits fetl ill. I therefore suggest that food that 
is not fit for human <*onsumi)tion should not be given to the hungry 
people. Fainine is very rare iir England, but in our province it is of 
frequent occurrence; it is caused either by floods or drought. Famine 
that is caused by drought can be prevented if morfe , money is spent on 
irrigation and on the development of industries. If* proper arrange- 
ments for irrigation h made, tlie area of hmd under cultivation can be 
increased and agriculture improved. GeRerally agriculturists cannot 
produce more croj)S for want of fundsf for want of seeds ami for want 
of facilities for watering tlieir fields. BengaJ is a ‘fertile ( ountry and 
it cqn prv)duce plenfy of rice and other foodrcrops wliich other ])rovinres 
cgniioV. Whenever‘ there is famiqje in Bengal the Local ‘Government 
should stop all export of rice. If the rice that is produced in the 
province is not alloweci to»go out, there would be \Trv little scarcity of 
food. J suggest that th/* local officers should take flits work in hand 
in addition to their 6wn duties. * There are so many circle officers, so 
many union hoards, so® many de \^-^^^e tUement officers who can helj) and 
I think they^with the help of ;ion-official agencies must try to stop this 
export of rice when there is famine. , 

ft < 

Government, I suhmit, will not be able to cope with the situation by 
providing more money' for faint ne relief, if they cannot curtail their 
expenditure, on theqiolfce. And until that isMone the District Mugis* 
trates and the Sulajivisional ()ffi(*ers ^may take the initiative and form 
relief associations and organisations as is done by the Congress, the 
Ram Krishiif Mission, the Sankat Tran Samiti and the Marwari 
Society. In \his (Muinection I may mention the noble example set by 
Mr. B. K. Guha at Birbhum. He started relief organisations and took 
the help bf the local people; he did not'take any holidays and he used 
to^ leave his headciuarters em Suivlay and come bach on Monday; he 
»used to go to the houses of the generous public and induce them to 
make hacidsome contributions towards ilie relief of distress. Other 
District Ofiiceis i^iay^do similarly and induce the local people to contri- 
bute t^^much as they can, as the amount provided by Government is not 
adequate*i ^ ^ 

i' 

Every year there is famine in one part oi the province or another. 
This year there is fainine in Chittagong and Nadia and no great help 
can be given from the small sum that is being provide(L.for famine 
relief unless the local officers start local relief* organisations with, the 
help of non-ofi6cial agencies. 
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The question of fodder for cattle is Also of importance. For want of 
fodder the death rate among cattle is ever on th^ int*Aease and wheq 
famine is over the Viiltivators^ do not find cattle for ploughing their 
fields. If sufficient money cSn be^spent in a year ot faminq, there may 
not be any famine for .several years. During the Hindu rule ojr Maho- 
medan riile there was seldom any famiiie in Tndih, b^'anse there was* 
no export of grains or exploitation. Money that was .realised from the 
tenants was spent in the country. • , 

(The membfe#, having reached the time-limit, resumed liis seat*) 

Mr. ABDUL.WAHAB KHAN: In rising to support tin* motion I 
w ill only speak a few^ word^. Curiously enough, ^Sir, in the past Gov- 
ernment have been very slow^to admit Hie existence of famine in certain ^ 
places. Nphody really understands*what is the proper line of distinction 
between acute dishess a’nd famine. Famine or.rfHstress by whatever 
name you may call it, ffiust he of a varying degree in one jilace or 
another in , the same area* The policy umlerlying thi^ is ^rl'ally 
inscrutable. Hut we expected that the new, <wa ushered in among*st 
us this policy should he relaxed. Every year nnne or les'^ acute distress 
prevails i^ some ])art of the country or othm\ ^Last year it hapiiened' 
in Khulna and some ;\ears hack it» happtMied in M’dharia in the Hakar- 
ganj district. This year agaip it ha?« jjipeared yi a serious toim in the 
Patuakhali subdivision of tlie ^tSlSganj clistrict. For soon* months 
a(‘ute distress is prevailing in Patuakhali. A us crop hAs failed and' 
last year lakhs of cattle die(f of cattle epidemic. , Peo])le ovjing to the 
provisions of the Agricultural Debtors Act do not get any loan. 
Mahajaiis have stopped their transact ioj|. The District Hpard, however, 
Jias very kindly started f€)me test relief work of' the, value of Rs. 15,000 
through the agency of tlie Fni<m Hoards. It. is also extremely inade- 
tpiate so much so that women wlm were J>ar(](inasJii have come out tO' 
work as labourers to get a small pittance of 0 to 10 pict^*a day. In a 
village within the Howfal thana a woman is reported t(^ have died of 
starvation. Relief societies have started work*in the affected area hUt, 
^ir, I do notf J^now what the (Government hive <lone yet* to give 
gratuitous loan. Some years ago ai^ute difitresh haj)pcncd in Motl aria. 
Ihe ( ircle (Officers were good enough to send jyi appeal along with 
other public spirited gentleman for voluntary help in the shajie of cloth 
and rice anJ Government came down upon him ai(^ took him to task*for^ 
lending his support to that apjp^al. And Government wentjto the 
length of issuing a communique denying the existence of s«iclf a serious 
state of things. With these few uiords, Sir, 1 hope that the policy which 
"was being pursued of late by the Government should he relaxed to such 
an extent that’ we can expect relief at the time when it is needed. 

jilr. HrC. BANNiRMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rhe to oppose the 
^ut motion as moved ’by Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar witR regard to the 
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• insufficiency of the grant for ^famine relief. As the time allocated to 
this debate is Aree of an hour only, I intend to deal with the 

subject very briefly^ , r * 

Now, Sfr, we cannot deny that on occasion famine may be serious 
i^nd widespreado But, more generally, famine 'will occur in limited 
ureas. Further, Sir, local scarcity can be experienced but with less 
severity. The House, I am sure, Kas every sympathy with those in the 
districts who unfortunately have to suffer hardship and misery in conse- 
quence, and has every desire that the lot of those ^unfortunates should 
be alleviated. In this province, as in some other parts of India, famine 
and scarcity arise owing to the failure of^the monsoon. Also, and I 
have in mind Eastern Bengal, floods are a cause of distress. 

Nowadays, Sir, we can hope that .with easier communications the 
immediate result of f&niine when it. arises in pme districts, is perhaps 
not so ao^itely felt its in the past. Foodstuffs can generally be ciuickly 
transjtorted to those arVts suffering from acute shortage*. Also the 
labouring population,' U ith opportunities to emigrate from one district 
to the • other, may be^ evabled, we trust, to fee] the situation less 
seriously. , ‘ c 

n *' ' * 

Turning, Sir, to thq figuiys last* few years I find that only in 

one of the years, that is in regardlo^e 1936 famine, was Government 
•called upon fo meet very heavy expenditure and that was to the extent 
of about Hs. 10,0{),0(V). In the other years the actual ex])enditure was 
not unduly heavy; in the year 1932-3*3 the sum spent was Rs. 48,000 
while in 1933-;34 the amount vva<^ about Rs. 10,()0() only. 

Also I Understand, Sir, along with this expenditure, agricultural 
.and land improveme^nt loans v ere grauted to alleviate distress. 

Now, Si^,*^vhe^e local scarcity arises, I undertsand that the District 
Board assists by o])ening test work, that is, emi)loyment such as road 
mdking, etc., is made aVailable in order to test whether there is real 
scarcity of not. If I «*may be permitted- to put forward a suggestion, 
Sir, I would like to see District Bpards create '‘local scarcity” reserve 
kinds of their own qr, in other words form an insurance fund such as 
Government calls its own relief fund. Tli# object I have in mind is to 
^enable District Boards when they are called upon to meet expenditure 
arising^Jrom assistance in times of local scarcity, to meet such expendi- 
ture from'tlfts fund' without having to dislocate their normal financial 
arrangements. To illustrate this, Sir*,. I suggest that a District Bo^rd 
with an income annually' of, say, Rs. 2,00,000 should lay aside a sum of, 
say, Rs. 4,000 or Rs. 5,000 each year, so that ultimately a reserve fund 
of, say, Rs. 60,000 or more could be built up to meet expenditure in 
assistance in times of local scarcity. As a business proposition, Sic, I 
think the suggestion is worthy of serious consideration.^ * 
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I do not propose to prolong my remarj^s other than to say that a state • 
of famine is declared by Government according to the ld?al situation and 
on the advice of the ^ocal offiocrs. In jiiy opinioi^ Government should 
continue to depend on the advice%)f these officers. ^ The Gtvernment in 
Bengal was able siicoessiully to manage tlie sitijation created by the 
famine of 1936 and this clearly |)rov(^, Sir, that tliere waff nothing 
wrong with its famine policy. 

• 

One more point, Sir, hebre I conclude. I umhustand that Mr. Atul 
Chandra Kumar sug:gested the prohibition of export of rice. If t may, 

I would like to pttint out tliat if this is done it would ha\e the result of 
discouraging production ofjany surplus rice. A s\irplus for* purposes of 
export provided it (‘an ‘he ])r'tduced, would he a^safeguard, and could 
he made a^vailahle for the benefit j)f tlie jU'ovince in times of famine.* 
Therefore, Sir, in coin'lnsion, T b(‘g on behalf o^j^.the European group 
to opnose the motion no^^ before fhe House. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Mr. Sprifk^r, Sir, in sup})orting 
my esteemed friend* Mr. Atul Cliandra Kuiyur, 4 iieg to draw the atten- 
tion of the Hoifte to tlie few jxiint^s which are i itally connected *vith the 
famine relief poilcy as jnirsued by t*lie (iovernifient for a hfiig ])eriod 
of time. My object in supjlorii^^li^^is^’ut it^otion is to asseit tliat 
famine relief should he declared as a siiii^ile right of citizenship and not 
as a charity as has hitherti# been ])ursued. Only tin* other day the 
Famine Insurance Bill has been jiassed by this Muse, thoug^i of course 
it was opposed by sohie but still when it has already b(‘en jiassed by the 

Jlouse we_loix:e_ ni:L-T:i.rdi t j o discuss it afiy further, but we* can jioint out 

the ])rinciple and policy which are being juirsued ff^r a long time. The 
jirinciple and ]tolicy of tlie (fovei'innent lkJ(V(‘ alv\a¥s been in tlie wrong 
line. Since the days of Sir Jcdin Strachey famine rt^lief (n**ol has been 
handled and misused in so many ways that one natur^ly thinks or 
rather shudders to think of taking steps beforehand. 

My friend M^. Atul ChamVa Kumar has alri^ady mentioiy?d le ard- 
nig the definition of famine. I think there is soTile definition, but 
what is that definition and what iff Aie appli(‘ation of that definitio n ij 
a(*tiial state of affa irs? Will the HoiCble Mintster in charge give an 
explanation * of tliat definit iony Sir, when we have to face sV^rn 
realities in our constituency we cannot be guided liy the definition that* 
the Government will give, but we must seek wliat.api)lic§ti(»n*f)f that 
definition is generally' pursued byj the Government. * 

Sir, to-day during ^the question time I raised one question regarding 
test work. Whatever the decision of tliat question might have been I 
might draw the attention of this House to the humiliating work which 
18 being passed as test* relief work. Could you. Sir, im^agine that our 
Mothers and sisters sWply because of some unforeseen calamity will 
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flock round the famine relief ce/itre with folded hands for a few hand- 
fuls of rice thJf will he given by Circle Officers or by some Honorary 
Magistrates? Sir, the foreigners, however ftympathhtic they might have 
been in thei past, nave not learnt t|? resifert Indian feelings, Indian 
sentiments and Indian Sense of self-respect. I /lo not condemn them, 
but is there any*singie gentleman here, Mr. Speaker, who would like the 
idea that our mothers and sisters will go to that relief centre with folded 
hands for the sake of liandfuls rof rice? Is not that humiliating? Is 
this tjie definition of test work? • 

Famine, as you know, Sir, is an accident and* people insure them 
against it by giving j)remiums in the shape of taxes*. Is it just and 
fair for tlie (joveriinfent to laktj, advantage* of thf; lieljdess situation of 
tlie people and force them to laimiliating uork to test whether they are 
really famine-strick/*n or not?' The ]i<^asants , jMid l^bourer^ are asked 
like beggars to go to the District Beard centres and*take up some work 
for which they are traditionally unfit. May I ask. Sir, how nuny 
Bengali peasants, Itow F.iaiiy lab(pArers have been accu^tdmed to the 
(‘onstruction of DistricV Board roads? I know, Sir, during the last 
famine in Jessore, tlie 7)istr.ict Board authorities gave a chan e for some 
test rehef works. But I ask. Sir, is it possible for ^’entleinen, is it 
possible tbr ladies to g^i to that di^'tant corners of the district and engage 
themselves in tlie consfnicti(rn t Board roads? So the defini- 

tion and method of test works»shoiild b<* changed and changed without 
any more delay. ■ « 

Then, Air, if we take the statistics of the past we will see that from 
the days of Sir John J^trachey so many iiuidenfs have happened, so 
many misuse, of funds ^nd a(‘counts have hapjieiied that one should be 
very cautiofis and very clever to ])ut forward a new scheme, even after 
the inauguration of *provincia*l autonomy. 

I admire %pd sincerely admire the spirit of the Hoii’ble Minister in 
charge to intfodu(*e a Bill whereby the distress of the people may 1 e 
relieved. ’ 

(The i/iember,^ liavmg reached his tinre-limit, resuniied his seat.) 

I ’Mr. 8YED JAL^LUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, while 
speaking «on the insufficiency of grant undpr the head “Famine Belief”, 

[ speak from my perijonal experience and it is for the Hon’ble Minister 
bo accept my stiitement or refuse to accept it. My district, the district 
of Khulnli, <s a peimanent abode of famine. Sir, I do not care w^hat 
interpretation ot famine is given by< Government — whether acute dis- 
tress or distress, whether it is scarcity of food or acute scarcity of food, 
but there was a regular famine last in my constituency, the Satkhira 
subdivision. 'The Hon’ble Mr. M. B. Mullick will perhaps hear me 
out as he has probably some personal experience. Dr. Sanyal is^not 
here and he might have borne me out in the matter, as he very kindly^- 
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contributed a certain amount of 11100*5-^ towards tlie rt-eliet of famine. ■ 
Oiilv to-day on the floor of the House I mentioned •'^o the llon^ble 
Minister in charge !i\^oiit a*cejtaiii grant for tamije relief in my dis- 
trict. Sir, it is really surifrisingi that *any bivili.^d Govt^nment can 
iillow the people to die for want of food. In my district, I ^can siiy 
from my personal experience that last y<|ar several Veoide died for waul 
of food. It is the unkindest cut of all tliat all the officers, particularly 
the police officers are not allowed toPim^ntion in their rej>ort that people 
liad died for wryjt of food. * It is most distressing that although under 
this head of famine ihe District Officers in consultation with the district 
hoard got the sum of Its. 40, (HH) from the funds of the hoard — the 
Hon’hle Mr. M. B. A^ullick.who was a memher ot^ that hoard then will 
perhaps bear me out — on the clear intderstanding that a certain per- ^ 
ceiitage — say 50 per cent. — vvoiihUbe .given by Government. Now, 
Sir, only to-day I have* learnt* from a reply gj.wm by the llon’hle 
Minister in charge that life matter is still under con.sjdeij^it ion. IVrhups, 
the decision will be arriveif at *vlien we shall have^our roads am^ tube- 
wells and other things of the local lf)ard. I shbi^it that it the Hon’ble 
Minister has tiiij^ at his disposal he might pay a visit to the southern 
part of my subdivAioii and a pjy’t of the^ tsui^lerbans ; he will then 
realise wfiat luftdships people in, those parts ure^ undergoing if^ving to 
the failure of crops. Almost every year we come across this terrible 
calamity and it is up to the Govewi.wf^t t1) stoif this famine. It is not 
p/»ssible for the district lK)ard to spend* a large amount ^)f money on 
relief work. My friend, Ibti llarendra Nath* (’haudhuri, is a big 
zaiuindar and has possibly some zamindari in t^e district 'of Khulna 
and he will perhaps bear me out that the people are undergoing untold 
sufferings for want of food. It was® not only last year that people 
"died owing to .starvation, but I can say on very®g(H)d authority that 
every year people die for want ot food. ,Now, we.can expect and very 
reasonably exiiect that our popular Government • and ^our jMjpular 
Minister will kindly see that our people — the pcKor agih irfturists do not 
die like cats and dogs for want of food. \Vith these observations I ])eg 
to support the cut motion moved bv Mr. Atul (diandra Kumar. 

• • • • 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASM SINOH ROY: Sir, it was o<ice 

said by a great Indian Viceroy that the wh'ole* Indian budget is h 
gamble ui rains, and I thinlf that can be safely applied to "the provi- 
sion for famine relief in Bengal. It is extremely difficult to^ foresee# 
whether there is going to be famine or scarcity in any parti culaieurea of 
this Province or not, and Government only Ji^s to provide *funds on the 
basis of the past years’ expenditure. Sir, wlienever there is an out- 
break of famine cy* scarcity in any particular*area and if the mon^ 
provided for does not give adequate relief, Government (]o not hesitate 
to spend lliore money, out of their general resources. Sir, follow’ing 
^thi® system in the ciyrent year we have made a demand of Rs. 2 lakhs 
for provision yi the budget. I may point out that^ in the year 1932-33 
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« the budget provision was a lakh^and thirty thousand of rupees, where- 
as the amount aKualfy spent was only Rs. 48,000, because there was no 
scarcity in Bengal that year fortunately.^ In 1933^34 the budget provi- 
sion was Rs, 50,000'but ^e amount ^pent‘'was Rs. 9,701; in the year 
1934-35 ^gain there was a provision for Rs. 50,0,00, but unfortunately 
tfiat year this cbuld ^lot cover, our total expenditure and the amount 
spent was Rs. 1,70,000. Similarly, in 1935-30 there was a provision 
for a lakh of rupees, but the amount Actually necessary was Rs. 2,33,000. 
So in ,1930-37 — this year was the worst year of famine /luring the last 
half a century — the provision was Rs. 2 lakhs, but the amount spent by 
Government, was over Rs. 10,33,000. This year we ]mv(‘ asked for Rs. 2 
lakhs and at the outseit may explain to the bon ’ble^ members that this is 
•only a provision on the, basis of *past year’^ expenditure, and this does 
not mean that the expenditure is gding to be liniitec] to that amount. 
If necessary, Government will have to spend a muph larger amount. 
So far afi. tJie crop 'condition this year is ^ known to Government, 
fortunately tlieie is mot '\nuch apprehension of famine in any part of 
the Province up till 'xi«w. But the 'failure of October rains is the 
, worst calamity tliat may Retail to the crops in Beng&l. There is, of 
course, i^ome amount of ^scarcity in ‘certain parts of ^.tlie I^akarganj 
district, ,The District Magistrate cafine to see me yesterday. We 
have already given anT^culturalcl^n to the extent of Rs. 70,000 and 
are going to place at his dis|>osiu an ade(|uate amount for giving 
gratuitous relief and I. assured him that there woiihl be no want ot 
funds, and? if need he, Government woii^d be ])repared to place a 
larger amount at his disposal. (A voici:; What is the amount for 
gratuitous relief F) Sirt I do pot exactly remember but quite a 
sufficient aiqount Imi been paid, and I juay assure my friend that. 
Government are determined not to allow people to die or suffer because 
of want of funds, (Si ijut ‘ ^1 xxjxnua Biti san Sinjia : They are 
suffering alrea^ly.) 

Sir, I exjiected a more detailed criticism of the famine policy of 
Government from the mover of this motioii. But unfortunately he 
confined his remarks tT) one point, namely, that these 'should be no 
appointment of Additional 'Commissioner for famine relief and the 
^fork should be carried pn with the help of non-otficials. Sir, it is not 
the usual qiractice of Government to ajipovit special officers to conduct 
,the*'famine operations. In the year 1935-30, Bengal was threatened 
with aq^unusual situation and Governiqent considered that it would be 
difficult fdr file ^oca'l ofllcers to cope with it, and it was on these con- 
siderations that a special officer was appointed as an Additional Com- 
n^issioner in charge of* famine relief for Western Bengal. I am glad 
to say that Government was perfectly justified m their action. This 
officer could bring about co-ordination of activities in th^ different 
districts; he could control famine operations in the different areas, ^nd 
he could lay down a common standard for the guidance of officers and^ 
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of non-officiais who were in charge of fatnine relief wor^ in the different 
centres. Sir, Government have got to d^al with pitblieiinoney. They 
are responsible to tMfc House and to the public outside for every pice 
they spend. So, it is ibcumbtnT oi^ them*to ihat/no money is wasted 
and that they receive the full value of every rupee that is spent. Sir, 

I am also glad to admit that (lovernmeijt received! fiill^eo-operjt ion of 
the non-official public men. But for their help pnd co-operation 
in the different districts it would Imivc^ been difficult, or I would say 
impossible, for Government cope witli the serious situation of 193.')-3G 
and Government did, rely very largely upon the non-official lielp which 
they received in ^abundiuice. Whenever there was a serious situation 
Government never heshated Jo spend money; and for the information of 
the House I may mention the amount lif agricultural lotnis that were 
advanced in the different districts *• in .193ti: Burdwan Rs. (l,tS4,()l)0, 
Birbhum Rs. d latjis, *Baiikura *Rs. 4,!M),t)0(), Muhiajatre Bs. 83,000,. 
Hooghly Rs. 83,000, 2-f-Rarganas* Rs. 7,34,000, and Murshidabad 
Rs. 2,74,000^ the total amoiint comes to over Rs. ^^7 lakhs, f’hi# Vaa 
agricultural loan. Sir, besides this*there was gnntuitous relief. The 
number of units ^ictiially relieved was in Bankura in danuary 10,000, 
February 12,00(0 March 11,000, Afuil 39,0tMf, ^?ay 1,18,000 and dune 
l,0d,(K)0; m Birbhum in March OO^OOtt and in -Tui^e 4,23,000; tli* other 
figures during the intervening months^ need lyd read out. Sir, in 
Burdwan tlie famine ()})erations begairfroni Ma\ ; tlie units that received 
relief in May was 1,00,000, June l,22,0OO, dnly 2,')3,t)00, August 
2, ”•3,000 and in September 2, -ft, 000. So, Sir. in ejery district of West 
Bengal a very large number of people received relief either from the 
tinids supplied by Government or from tjie fnndsgj)laced at^their dis])()sal 
yery kindly by the generously disposed persons oi th^s Province. 

Sir, as regards the remarks of* Mr. At^l KrishiKi Ghose, about the 
mismanagement of the famine fund from the time of Hir do^in Strachey, 
I may tell him in reply that this Government have got Nothing to do 
with the management of the Central Famine Fund. 

That fund wa^ and I ffeliej^e still is, entirel,^ under the tontrol of 
the Central Government: The other day ,tlie House* w'as j)leased to 
pass the Famine Insurance Bill, anirl we have started our fund willi, 
0 lakhs and we have decided to contribute aniiffafly 2 lakhs* to build 
it up to the Bmit of 12 lakhs, so, according to past cxi)erience that will 
give us sufficient funds to fall back upon in times *()f difficuUy and 
necessity. Sir, I am grateful t*o my friend Mr. Bannen|^ai* t&r the 
very valuable suggestion be has ra{jde about the starting of local famine 
reserve funds by the district boards. In fact, this was one of the pro* 
posals that was under* the consideration of Government immediate!/ 
before the present session of the legislature, and I hope to call a con- 
ference of representatives of district boards to discuss this question. 
ifr.^Atul Krishna Ghosh has said that test works are humiliating and 
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that our motherr: and sisters are not expected to join' test* Works for a 
handful of rice^' Sir, nobody: is. more anxious to avoid that humiliation 
than myself, and It yield to no-n^in my,aiikiety tb maintain the honour 
and. respect the sentiments of our mrthers^and sisters. Sir, test works 
.are generally started just to find out whether there is real scarcity or 
not, and whether people are aiixious to earn their living or not. 

Mfi SPEAKER: How long* will you take, Sir Bijo>v to finish your 
speech ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Another 5 or 6 
minutes. ^ . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I may point' out that you have already taken 
more than 20 minutes. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Have I? In 
♦‘.that case I shall brJng iily speeok immediately to a close. 

I may conclude, Svr, that I do realize that syJnpatliy should be 
the watchword of this department. (Ironical cheers fr3m th:j Congress 
Benches.) Alleviatk/n of human sutfering is the duty of Famine 
Relief and of the officers entrtHit^d with this sacred work. Govern- 
ment can assure tlie lionourable members of this House that sympathy 
will be the watchword of this department and that will be the motto of 
the officers wlio wili be engaged in the work of famine relief. (A 
vou'k: From nowP) 

With these few words, Sir, 1 would oppose the cut motion, but in 
view of what I leave said I hope my honourable friend will have no 
objection in withdrawing hi.Ss motion 

I would just say one vord in reply to the observation of 
Mr. Hushemy about the alleged deaths from starvation in the Khulna 
district, (b)vernment’s reports show that there was not a single death 
due to sf^arvation in the district of I^huLia. But my friend, Sir, is 
always inclined to hyperbole, and I flunk we can excuse the present 
instance as an example of it. > 

, Mr. &YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: May I rise on a point of 
person^al explanatioa, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think there is any need for any personal 
explanation. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar was put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon^ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy that a sum 
• of Rs. 2,00,000 be granted for expehditure unckr the head '*54 — Famine 
Relief’* was put and agreed to. 
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The Hen’ble Nat\li Kl^a HABIBU1.LAH Aahadur, of Daooa: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, I beg to move* that a sum of Rs. 16,14|0U0 J[)e gnilited for 
expenditure under the head “43 — Industries.” 

Sir, the sum of Rs. 16,14,000 <l 4 )es not really represent the Indus- 
tries grant. Out of this sien Cinchona takes up Rs. 4,11,000. 

In this connecti 4 >n. Sir, I would like to tell the House that under 
the new Reforms* when we came into office, the departinents were 
reshuffled, and t\e Cinch oi^ Department has gojie out of the Indus- 
tries Department, and it is a legacy vM old accounting that this has, 
been shown in the Industries Budget. I hope in the next budget this 
sum will be taken out* * In tliis connection, I nxay say that I know 
very little about Cinchofta ; this department has peither anj control 
over it nor any connect Wn with it. I would reipiesi hoim^rable 
members to turn to page 100 of the Red BookVhyh contains the itenla. 
ol the (lemaiK^^ The present demand for .Industries piMiper is 
IN. 11,93,000. La.ft year it was^Rs. 10,24,9»S0, so for this year it 
represent^ an ittcrease of Rs. 1 ,(k^ 011. On pftge^lOO of the Rid Book 
details of how this increase has takfm place are given. (f\ily tliose 
very urgent demands have bhen p\ft in In thiC year’s binlget which 
were absolutely essential for the carrykig out of the s(Jiemes under 
the head “Industries”. Yo« will see that th*e development of the 
silk-reeling industry accounts for Rs. 19,767. ?>ir, Beng^fl silk has ' 

been losing its markets on account of the defective reeling system 
prevalent here. Therefore, this sum Ifas been provided V) provide for 
model plant on the model of Japan to improve*the reeUng system, 
so that there may be an increased.demam^ for the Bengal silk industry. 
Secondly, the establishment of a conditioning hwise jjor raw silk 
accounts for Rs. 14,235. Bengal silk, Sir, has a lot of %noisture, and 
people do not buy it because it loses weight. Therefore w^e have pro- 
vided for a conditioning house which wdll turn out silk absolutely dry. 
Then, we have p»vided a sum^f Rs. 2,172 for tlft establishment of twm 
demonstration parties for improved tnethodw of silk reeling. Next jye 
come to the sum under the handlodm and sericul^tiy^al industries, wJiicl^ 
amounts to Rs 43,000. This»is to supplement the grant that is already 
being given. On page 311 of the Browm Book y(^ will find the fig^ire^ 
of Rs. 4,67,200 provided for industrial development, of which Jit least 
half is for the development of the handloom industry. Ag5in, turn- 
ing to page 100 of the Red Book we find an item, viz., grant to the 
Industrial Credit Syndicate, for Rs. 20,000. Members of this Housg 
are aware that* this* is for the purpose of meeting the working expenses 
of the Industrial Syndicate. Government have also gived a guarantee 
th^ it would provide it|| to Rs. 5 lakhs for any loss, the capital of the 
syndicate being Rs. 10 lakj>8. This is for the purpose of giving help 
43 • 
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to those who wUnt to start ^mall industries to provide them with 
capital. I truJ{ that in this connection they will get the support of 
the public in the s^ape of subscription^ tbwardj^^this enterprise. 

I shall dow come to the restoration of retrenchment cuts in grants- 
in-aid tO indust^’ial ^nd technical schools, which "amount to Rs. 19,000. 
On account of the economic d^ression in this country there were cuts 
made on grants-in-aid to industrial and technical schools, but the 
conditions being now better wd have rest/qr-ed the grants to the former 
figure. There is. Sir, a new item of expenditure, to'’ w^hich I should 
now dike to refer. We have provided this year' Rs. 9,700 for the 
development of fisheries, and next year we liope to provide a sum of 
Rs. 19,400. The House is aw’^re that wiien the first Retrenchment 
Committee sat, there was economic depression, and the Fisheries 
Department was abolished as a measure of retreibchment. When I 
took over charge, I 7ound that Fisheries was neither a department nor 
hacl^anybody to look to it, tliough it was ii^cluded in my portfolio. As 
ve afl 1 vnow, Sir, fish ‘is the only principal diet of us, the Bengalis, 
and the fish industrv^, <I am sure, has got a great future before it, and 
ii is expected to bring, achditional wealth and prosgerrly to the country 
if a proper survey is made by (ioVernment. Therefore, I ^propose to 
have a thorough surwey made of'-thd whole sea-fishing trade, estuarine 
fishing, and inland fiihing.^ Members pf this House are aware that 
estuarine fishing is done in a part of the Sunderbans where there is 
no water, no fishing villages, no proper facilities either for transport 
or for (xdd storage. , So, this survey has to be very comprehensive. If 
we are to start a proper fishing industry, it is necessary that we should 
go into all tljese questions. ^ 

Then, 8ir, in regard to inland fishing, members are aware that the 
fish which is sold i» Calcutta is sold, at a very high rate. Also, fish is 
caught at gll times of the year. It does not give the small fries a 
chance to g?xiw up. It may be necessary after tlie survey report is 
received to legislate, as well as to try and reduce tlie size of the holes 
of the nets. 

Then comes •the installation of laboratory equipihents in the Gov- 
eiHiment Weaving Institute at SeVampore, which will cost Rs. 23,781. 
The present machiilery is not up to date, and we propose to instal new 
machinery which would give better reshlts. I quite realize that the 
Industries demand 'Is hopelessly inadequate. Before I proceed to 
inform the House regarding the policy of Government, I wish to say 
one or two thiigs. The , first is as we all are aware that Bengal is a 
happy hunting ground of everyone but Bengalis. Every trade and 
commerce has been taken up by people coming from outside. The 
reason is that we Bengalis with the hereditary tradition behind us think 
of investing our money either in land or money-lending "business. I 
would appeal . through you and this House to those monied gentlemen 
bo oome forward and help us in starting new indo^tries and thlfe 
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solving the problem of unemployment. • In form^Jatf^^ the policy of 
Government I had,^ oonsjder two broad questions. The House is 
aware that the ques^n of ‘^incmploymant is very^serious and in for- 
mulating my scheme I had to fake into consideration fhat factor. 
Secondly, as every one knows, the cultivators sow at ^ certain period 
of the year and after they have sown aiffl reaped the harvest tliey iiave 
nothing to do, and spend their time idly. I have provfded in my scheme 
some industries to occupy t^em and thiJs earn further income. I have, 
as I declared s#me time ago, formulated a five-year plan and m the 
Speaker has warned* me that the time is very short and he would like 
other members to take part in the debate, I cannol sj)pak in detail. 
With your permission^ Sir, •! w'ould like to give 4he broiid outlines of 
the policy in regard to the .five-year plan which I have already sub- * 
mitted and. which *I propose to pursue.* 

(1) Improvement of ^nethods ior the ccdlecfion and dissemina- 
tion of industrial intelUgencje, including princii)ally inffirmution 

relating to tnternal trade and local imlustrics.* * * • 

• • 

(2) Creation, of better facilities for ethrient ])roductioi^ and 

TuarketiTig of industTial products fjiid the fifiancfng of industries. 

• • • • 

(d) Systematic conduct of resoarcii and o\])(^*imen1 , establishment 
of a Itesearch Board, establishment (if*^rawiing fnstitutes. 

t4) E.^tablishnient of new industries* having good ])W)spe(*ts hnd 
tor which the necessary merf and materials are readily available by 
providing training facilities. 

(o) DevelopiiK'iit of existing sniall a^d cottage industries. 

((!» lm})roveiiieiit of teehnieal and industrial edu^ition. * 

So Aou can .see tliat I liave already mflde a begliming and 1 trust 
that this will be an era of industrial regeneration of tl^ Province. 

I do not say that the scheme which 1 have formulated •is absolutely 
.sound or abNolutely right.. But 1 am prepare(E when it luis receiv(^d 
the approval of^l^ Finance* Miyister and the sanction of my colleagues, 
to put it before the industrial and commercial experts Jiiid to those 
who are interested in this and in <?on. sulfation with them to see if wo* 
can imj)rove it for the better. ^ , 

In regard to big industries, Government aPe also thinking *of • 
them ; but I would like to say that at the beginning Governmit can 
do *Very little. They can only co-operate or^ive inlorpiatfbn* but the 
woi;kiiig capital should come froA the public. In this connection I 
hope to be able to perstiade the public to come forward and co-operate* 
With us in creating new industries. It may be pos.sible^ for Govern- 
ment to subsidise and help as far as it lies in their pov?«r. By so 
we will, I hope, to a great extent solve the Utt«fnployment 
ifrohlem. * 
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I would like Jto py one word before I conclude my speech and 
that is that the education system of this count produces mostly 
people who want t(^ enter intq services » The h^*editary tradition of 
bur Bengali nation is that their Cjhildren should be educated in 
colleges* for a c^ertaip purposo'-.^S that is for entering into services. 
The House is aware, Sir, that'J^yfees are very limited and they can- 
not meet the d'eiilands of our youths. I would therefore through you 
and througli this House earnes'tly request^ the parents and guardians 
of alb the boys to see as far as possible that their boys take up indus- 
trial education, veterinary education, and other ‘spientific education 
so lhat they may be able to help the future progress of this country 
on those subjects. ‘ ^ * 

Sir, it has been said that the .Jfinistdrs have done nothing. But 
from what I have ej.ready told the Hbuse it m'ay 1)^ seen that I have 
tried to make an attempt to solve 'the problem. It may be, Sir, that 
I have not been able to achieve succe^^s U'the extent to which it is 
desirable that we ^ shOqld. But there is the big Question of 
finding money as it will cost a great deal of money. But I am sure 
that my honourable rt)lleague, the ^Finance Mini.ster, who has every 
8ym])ataiy with the development of industries, will give m^ as much 
money its is possibfe and mv* other colleagues who are as much 
desirous of develoi)in^ the tndusiries aild improving the condition of 
this counH>y will, I am sure,* give their whole-hearted support to this 
scheme. With these few words I aommend my motion to the 
acceptance of the House. 

' f 

Mr. DEBI PRA9AO KHAITAN; 1 beg «to move that the demand 
of Rs. It), 14, 01)0 for expenditure und'er tlie head “43 — Industries” be 
reduced by Rs. 1^00 with a view to *draw the attention of the Govern- 
ment for th^ing steps for the development of cottage and small 
industries. * 

Sir, I may say at once that it is my desire only to draw the atten- 
tion of the Gov^riimfnt to this matter* and I have cnbt the slightest 
intention of carrying this, motion to a vote. I liave listened very 
‘attentively to the ^ibje speech delivered by the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Department of Industrie^;. But what I do want to 
impress not only upon the Hon’ble Minister but upon all members of 
the IJ/iuse is that it is essentially necessary that something practical 
should be Monq tb improve the economic condition of the masses. 
Unless something practical is done* without any further delay, I ^ear 
.that the doctrine of •bolshevism will go on spreading in the province 
till it becomes too late to end it whether people like it or not. The 
condition is such that something must be done without delay to 
improve the, economic condition of the masses and it is my^jfirm 
belief, Sir, that the only possible way and tke primary method Uy 
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which it can be done is by spreading 'cottage and sn^pll industries. It * 
is uiy firm convictmu again that unless iudus^iriei* develop within 
the province it wilfVot be possible either to improve agriculture or to 
spread education or to caify qu^ any^ other beneficent ^activities in 
this province; for, ^whatever we .may lay our hands upoij it will 
require money and the money can only be obtained it tlie purchasiirg 
power of the people is increased through the method of industries. 
And, Sir, it is the cottage and sftialj industries tlirougli wliicli the 
largest amount^ of benefit can be conferred upon the masses. ^It is 
quite true that large industries can do and are doing a great deal, 
hut in large industries a small number of people can produce a large 
quantity of goods ai^d _tlie»income goes to a siigill number of people; 
so the masses do not benefit under a seheme of large scale industries# 
IS they wpuld ui^der a scheme ^ b?' cottage and snnill industries. In 
cottage industries^ although the individual incom?^ may not 1 k‘ large 
and although an individual cannot benefit so much as he woi^ld under 
a system large scale indu^ftry, the fact rtunains that in #ottajto 
industries a much larger number of peopl<' c(mhl be emi)loyed than 
otherwise. Fiuher the prevailing circumsta^nc(j|s it is very necessary ^ 
that som^thinj^ should be done* to give * emplo.Muent to the large 
number of artisans in Bengal who know their •vocation b\^t who for 
one or other circumstances <^re unabki to use Jheir skill and carry it 
into j)ractice. If there b(‘ the slightest doubt alxmt the succ(‘ss of a 
scheme of this character in ameliorating the condition Af the masscfl 
of the country, let me refer the moderate sectior^ of this Il^)use to the 
o])inion expressed by no less a person than Ills Excellency Lord 
Linlithgow, the present Viceroy, an(|^ my friewds of the Nationalist 
.group would lefer to the ojunion expressed by n^ less a j)erson than 
Mahatma Gandhi. Lord Linlithgow and Mahatma Gandhi are both 
agreed in thinking that it is through a*system of^cv)ttage industries 
that you could ameliorate the condition of the masse%*and through 
no other means w^hatsoever. ' 

Sir, as regards the principle of the thinj^ there will not be ffny 
controversy. fBi^t the difficukies arise as soon# as we try •to convert 
that principle into actual practice. ^ I ha'^ heard from the Ilon^ble 
Minister that in fiis five-year plan*he has got schenies of demonstnitiog 
parties, laborr.tories and various other things. • 

1 have not the slightest doubt that these scli^mes are good so® far ^ 
as they go ; but is it not a fact, that there are in Bengal a lar Je num- 
ber of artisans already existing who knovr their ^rt^ but cannot put 
thpir art into practice for want ^ other facilities that they needf* Is 
it not the duty of the Government to devise ra^ns for the purpose qf. 
enabling them to put their art into practice? Is it not the duty of 
every member of this House to help the Government fo enable the 
aj^tteans to put their art into practice? I have not the slightest doubt 
about the ansjrer I would get. Everybody would agree in thinking 
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• that every meana should be adpf»ted for the purpose of doing it. Has 
the slightest eldeaVour been made to study the ^condition in Japan 
where a large number of cottftge industries ij.'** successful. Nearer 
home, has ^he slightest attempt beei^ mach^ to study the conditions in 
Ludhiana in the Punjab where a large number, of cottage industries 
is being, successfully run ? Is <it not a fact that the weaving of hand- 
loom cloth has increased from 1,000 million yards to 1,800 million 
yards in India? Can it be said that Bengal handloom cloth has in- 
creased in the same proportion? I doubt not th^t while other 
provinces have gone a step forward, our Province, at is quite possible, 
has gone ^ step backward. Sir, I am not blaming the present 
Ministry for they we^-e not in charge but Gurely.the previous Govern- 
♦ rnents who were in charge are guilly of Ijjaving neglected this most 
important branch of the development ^f our provincial resources. 

f • 

' C 

Mft SPEAKER} I ^am sorry to interrupt you, Mr. Khaitan. 
The House will now^ adjourn for prayer and you can continue after 
adjournment. ^ 

The House was th^n adjourned for 15 minutes. 


After ddjournment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: c I might just take lliis op})ortunity, before we 
proceed, to enquire if with a view to make up the time, the House 
will agree to meet at o’clock do-morrow instead of 10-30. 

(Cries of “Too early, Sir.’’) 

As I find, ho\\;ever, that this suggestion of mine does not meet 
with general* ispproval of the House, the House will meet at 10-30 
to-morrow. ‘ 


r ' * 

^Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAIT/V^; Sir, before the adjournment I 
mis trying to impress upon this HoUse the necessity* of taking practi- 
cal steps, for the purpose of developing pottage industries. I would 
illustrate my meaning by giving the example of the handloom w’eaving 
industrjy At the present moment. Sir, we have got in Bengal a 
large nunibcr of persons who already know that art in a very good 
manner and 1 would suggest to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Pepartment of Industries that every possible step should be taken for 
the purpose of inducing those artisans to produce cloth on the hand- 
looms — whether they be of cotton or silk or any other fibre. It is 
because they do not get their raw material cheap and are not able to 
sell their finislied products in an easy and profitable manner that 
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of tliem have gone out of eniployinent* ^ Sufficient stops have not been 
taken for the purpose of providing those lacunae* whilh exist in our 
social system. I wc^d suggest, Sir, that merchants should be induced 
to put their hand into the bhsine}|s. Tfiey know ^/hat kin^ of designs 
of the finished cloth needed in the market; they would know from 
what raw material those goods can l)e ij)roperly lAade^and if they can 
be induced to give the raw material to the artisans and take back the 
finislied products from tliem and piA' tbem wages on piece-work basis, 
there is no I'ea^n whatsoever why the handloom industry slioiil^ not 
imiirove in this Province. Sir, some examples of the handloom 
industry prospei'ing in this province in that manner yre already 
existing within the proyinc^e itself and I do not* see any reason why 
that system should not developed* I do jiot exidude, Sir, the* 
inipoi'tanca of tl^ co-operative, ‘nfovement in tliis connection. Co- 
operative societies, if properly established and rm? for the i>urp(rse of 
sui)]dying raw material tg^the artisans and taking back finished i>ro- 
ducts would be of great liel]) fo them, thouj^ll, Sir, in th(‘ Ix'ginning 
1 am doubtful on account of flie ignoianCe the ])(‘oi)le who are 
j)laced in char^ of the co-o})erative societies as t(i whether they 
would b(^ able^to give proper guidance to the artisans. As^ regards 
the designs, et(‘., and as regard.^ tlw* supply (rf raw mate^'ial at a 
pro])er rate, I doubt of the si^'cess of ^le co-opi^^'ative movement in the 
beginning, but if they carry on theii' work along parallel lines with 
th(‘ merchants who know their business, theye is (‘veTy reason to 
believe that the co-operative movement would si^cceed and* ultimately 
take the place of the merchants themselves. Sir, this kind of work 
is not new. Tt is going on in Ja])ai^and it ds called, the out-work 
.system in England itself It is going on ther#, i; goes on in France, 
it goes on in several countries. It is quite true Jhat those advanced 
count l ies are able to supply electrical current at a y»‘r> cheap rate to 
the aitisans whereby they are enabled to produce thejf goods at a 
much cheaper rate and as a result of the quantity of ^rodmdioii is 
much larger than otherwise. I think, Sir, that our Government foo 
should take st^jiii to see t*liat«electric current i#i supjilied *t a cheap 
rate to cottage workers, but even l^efore is done, as it may take 
time to do it, it necessary thaf impetus in this direction should bg 
given in otlir” ways. For example, Sir, 1 do not se<* why this House 
itself should not establish a convention that ewry menfber of dhis^ 
House should be clothed in handloom cloth hand-woven in •Bengal 
(Hear, hear). I may say, Sir, without being guilty ofii ii^mbdesty, 
nobody has ever seen me in this JHouse except in clotTi hand-woven in 
Bengal and if anyone -says that handloom clo'^h is not available in 
good qualities, I cSn assert that he is absolutely mistaken. Especially, 
if' mill yarn is used on the handloom, it is possible to*produce any 
kij^ of cloth of any design and of every variety for the purpose of 
iifeeting all tastes. * 
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* Further, Sir^, I would nay that lawyers should be not only 
entitled but th^y should be asked by order of Coi^lrt or by legislation 
that whenever they appear in potirt the;^ should ^pear in cloth hand- 
woven in Bengal. ^Tniforms that are prepared by the Government 
for their officer^ should all be out of cloth hand-woven in Bengal. 
If these* stej)s be taken, a fashion will be set, and I think a great 
impetus may be ^tiven to that movement. As my friend, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Sarker, Finance Minister, *has always expressed the same views 
as I am expressing now, T hope the Hon’ble Nawab Bjdiadur will have 
no ditticulty in finding the necessary finance to translate this sort of 
activity into action. I have mentioned the handloom ‘industry by way 
of example. < ^ < 

Another industry, J^ir, wliicli kas promise of very good effect in 
this Province is fi'^lmrv. It has been mentioned* by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge; but I must confess to a^seiise' of disappointment 
wh(*K he said that lie w.'ints to curry ori a '.survey of fisheries in the 
IVovince. Everybody kbows that* fixdi is available in abundance in 
every nook and corner of this Province. Wbal i^ needed is that 
' practical stei)s should '’at ‘once be taken for tin* parj)()se of bringing 
the indty.stry into great prominence, ,so that the peoj)le nmy^ get more 
fish to eat. Survey is good for further development but we should 
not wait for a number of yeaVs whi( h a survey of the nature may take 
and' the money that can be made available should be utilised in practi- 
cal oi)erations and not simply in carrying out survey and similar 
things. 

Then, Sir,, sericulture and .^ilk weaving are very relevant indiis- 
tries in this respect^ Formerly, as is well kRown, Bengal used to be, 
not only prominent but probably the most advanced Province in India 
for the purpose of sup])lyin^i‘ silk not only to this country, but to 
countries abVgad. Sericulture which made Indian silk so prominent 
has now dwindled into insignificance. Every step should be taken to 
renovate that industry which is not only needed by the agriculturists 
as on occ‘ai)ation, but* could be utilised, by ‘the hancyooni artizans for 
the purpose of weaving tjie sil^ into cloth. At Yishnupur near 
Jlnnkura silk cloth is woven of very good quality by the handloom 
weavers.., ! ^ 

^ *(At this stage th^» member having reached the time-limit resumed 
his seat^’ ) 

* 4 

MrSt ELLEN WEST: Mr. Speukbr, Sir, I would like to say a £ew 
words on this demand regarding industries as. a ipeans of relieving 
unemployment. I am encouraged to refer to this matter in view of 
the very desirable provision made in the budget for the *^3upervision 
and marketing, staff in connection with the scheme recently started^ijjr 
trained detenus. I have no doubt that this question of^ unemployment 
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is receiving the earnest attention of the*Qabinet as a ^ole. If I refer 
to it under this hea A it is merely because I desir^ lo ‘ilnpress on the 
Government the urg^cy of *the^ problem. 

V . * * 4 . . 

TTnlike other countries in the u^rld, we have no statisti<?s to guage 

the extent of this scoutge. But few will deny thjit tl^ere is a largei; 
proportion of unemployed men and wom^n in this country thhn' in any 
other part of the world. The severity of this evil is*not only felt by 
the masses of the populatiop in the villages and rural areas, but its 
acuity is increaiJftngly in evidence among the middle class educated 
youth of all Indhn* communities. Considering the extent of the 
problem, it is sifrprisingly strange that public opinion in Bengal has 
not expressed itself more strongly on tjiis matter* than it has done in 
the past. • 

* r 

As far as the Anglo-lnd^in community is concerned, there was a 
Gine — not long ago — whin unemployment among tlie Anglo-Indian 
community was practically ^lon-evxisteiit. .But cpndifions have <*hanged. 
The opjK)rtuhities of State employment hithert# open to the coinntunity 
have become restricted owing to competition frbm other communities. 
In this connection, 1» would also like to expr^s*; tV hope that the claims 
of the Aii51o-In^iaii community for increased and adecjnate representa- 
tion ill the Provincial, Civil and Judicial and Sum)rdinate Seiwices \vill 
receive the sympathetic coifsideratiod 4#f tin* Government. These 
opportunities, how'ever, cannot ahsorh tjie daily growdnjj numhei; of 
the youth of tlie community. , It is on their behidf that I speak on this 
demand. It is estimated that 2o per cent, of th»» adult population of 
the Anglo-Indian community is to-day without employment. In 
Bengal, the ])ro])()rt ion must ne(•e^^ankv he higher than* in any oIIk'T 
part of India, Calcutta fleing the terminus and h®ud(iuarte,i s of three 
Class I Railways all of which run through the entjre Province. It is 
not my intention to suggest that the Anglo-Indian ^M)mmunity is the 
only (“ommunity wdiich is suffering from the effects of lujemployment. 
Perhaps the percentage of unemployment is greater iif other com- 
munities, but, I can say this without fear of N)ntradicdioii. WherCSis 
the unemploye?! •! the otlier* Indian comniuniiies have the infinite 
advantages of a joint family systen^, tlie community is 

not blessed with tnis beneficent system. • The Anglo-Indian unemployeii 
has perforce to face penurj" and starvation. His difticylties are 
aggravated by his comparative higher cost of living. • • 

It is said that the best way -to appeal to a man’.s heart is {Ijrough 
his stomach. A Government which devotes ^due atfen^on ^o \he relief 
of •unemployment and seek.s to jtrovide a means of livelihood to the 
masses cannot fail^ to ,win the heart of the gov^ned. All other ide<^/ 
reforms, I submit, pales into insignificance before this all important 
need. If I*may make^a suggestion for the consideration of the Gov- 
epinent, the proposals and recommendations of the United Provinces 
iJnemployment^Committee, I refer to the Sapni Committee, may form 
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a useful ^uide iu adopting measures of relief of the kind I have in 
Yiew — Stafe aided ‘industrial enterprises. Beng^ offers greater faci- 
lities than, for instance, United Trovinces for tj^ successful introduc- 
tion of maijy such ti'uterprises.' The^ demand for manufactured articles 
in a Province which is so advanced as Beng^^l, is naturally greater 
hnd s^hiepjes sifbh a.^ I suggest will not therefore be a dead loss to the 
Ooveriimeiit. Op the other hand, they will absorb a considerable 
proportion of the classes of p^opie whose cause I advocate. If the 
Oovernment intend t o adopt the measures’ of relief I Jiave briefly out- 
lined^ , 

(At thiii stage the member liaving reached the time-limit resumed 
her seat.) 

Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD: Mr. Speaker, I shofild like* to say how 
the European group appreciate the remarks which the Hon’ble Minister 
inadje wiMi regard lo formation of (i hi^ery department in Bengal. 
As I see it, at our very ♦gates tlieie eptist vast potentialities for wealth 
through developing a Jjfreat fishing industry by commercial enterprise. 
This Would employ manycpeople as well as provide cfieaper nourishing 
food to# the population and in this respect 1 understand tha*i 75 to 80 
per ceiit.i of the BenVulees are Hsh-eaters. The investigations which 
have l)een going on fr^/in time f?).time during the -last fifty years leave 
iittje or no doubt that the fi.sbing grounds in the estuaries and creeks 
and coastal regions of tlie Sunderbans arQ, second to none in the world. 
Further, ^ir, it appe&rs to me that so far we have done little or nothing 
to develop the Imunties which nature has provided us. In Bengal, we 
are still fishing in mor^ or less he .same way as 300 or 500 years ago. 
Yet we liv,e in thei 2(fth (Vntury, with all Ihe advantages of steam 
petrol, crude oil, increa.sed means of communications and great improve- 
ments in refrigeration and in cold storage arrangements. 

1 

Sir, it is llie estuarine fisheries which I consider to be by far the 
most imjmrt-iint ! Unlike the salt water deep seat fisheries of the Bay 
of Bengal, fi.shing in tte estuaries is possible all the year round, as 
shelter ca^ii usuijly bl* found in the crteks under tke lee of islands, 
ev|»n during the monsoon monthsr The chief difficplty in this area, 
^lom what I have heard, is the kck of the supply of fresh water for 
the hshennen. I am aware that along the routes wh^re.tke river 
steRmers ply, fishing* villages have sprung up, but many of the best 
fishing*r>oints are far away from the.se .places, and the fishermen cannot 
venture tV> f xploit 'them fully owing to the risks of running out of 
fresh water supplies. I tope, Sir, ‘that Government will endeavpur 
without delay to provide the public with more information about the 
fishing grounds and the movements of fish shoafs, etc., of these areas. 
Perhaps Government may be able to send a launch or a small steamer 
to surv^ey these wild tidal districts and especially to choose a few mmin 
points where tube-wells might be sunk to provide a^ regular fresU 
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water-supply. This question of water-supply is moa^ important and 
the main points whe^ fresh water is to 'be provided sWuld be as far 
as possible near to iTiQse places which are considered to be the besf 
harbours, shelters andVsafe Anchorages.* I hope, ^ir, that with tlie 
further iifformation provided by tlie (jovernment and perliaps a few 
main vantage jxnnts as to where fresh tj-ater can be ohtaine^lj [capital* 
may be forthcoming to develop the great possibilities timt lie in this 
area. It will be preferable if big capital can be borroAved. 

Mr. Speaker, ,*Chowringhe€ is 8,000 miles from the North Sea and 
yet we find, at the great Eastern Store in (‘howringhee, the ITa((dock 
or the Herring at prices as cheap as or even cheaper thap the best 
local fish. Father the iTover^ment are apathetic in^this mutter or there 
are vested interests that are, standing fn the way. 1 submit that all 
vested interests shjuild be mercilessfv swept away, because they stand 
to prevent a clieaper and better food being supplied to 51 millions of 
people most of whom are*exlremelv pcM^r. 

Mr. SUKUM^R DUTTA: I ri^e lo supi)()rt 'the cut motion moved 
by my hon’l)le frieiAl Mr. Khaitaq. I like' It) draw ti)e attention 
of the Government to the inadecjijacy of the grant for the develop- 
ment of indigenous cottage industries, specially of handWm'* industry 
in Bengal. Sir, the present Meplorabfe condidon of the villages of 
Bengal is chiefly due to the gradual decuy of this and qther vilbige 
industries. At the time when, the British traders came to India, our 
country was very prosperous with flourishing indus*tries speciAlly, those 
of the handloom and spinning. Dacca Muslims and silks of Murshida- 
bad catered to the fastidious tastes oHf the exi^lusive aiistocracies of 
fhe world and adorned many a renowned queen of Hie West. But the 
British Government which often lyiast of Jheir wonderful achievements 
in this country managed quite effectively to destroy., these industries. 
Interests of India were sacrificed in a most unabashed iimnner for the 
economic interests of their own country. Every student of History 
knows how during the earlipr part of the Britisfi rule in India the most 
>>>tematic cruel iftid brutal metiiods were adopted to gdjiple And crush 
the spinning and ^Taving industries ^if Beifcg-al for the avowed purjmse 
<d making her a dumping ground 'for British maiyifactured products.!, 
f am surq, Sir, and the Hou»e will agree with me that the situation 
kas not improved very much even now. In spite /)f the establishment 
<>t an expensive Industries I)epai;tment, in spite of airthe platitiides of 
tl»e Ministers in charge of Industries, past and present, the ^inditiou 
of village indnstries is becoming worse* year after year. If you 

to any village in Bengal, Sir;, you would be appalled at the iiitiable 
condition of a* large number of people who used to earn their living 
through thwr handicrafts. In my district of Hooghly til>out 50,000 

B le were provided with work through tlie handloom industry. The 
Hoorn weavers used to earn about Rs. 30 to Rs. 50 a* month only a 
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few years back. ^ Now a large pio^rtion of these people are unemployed 
and those are fortunate enough to get sope work have to be 

satisfied witB**"a mere pittance of Rs. 8 to Rs. AO a month. It is a 
pity that the Goveyiment marntains an attitude of callous apathy even 
when there** is such a serious deterioration in a major industry of the 
•province — an iiidiistry on which a capital of more than a crore of 
rupees is invested and which provides for no less than 7 lakhs of 
•w^kers. The Government did npt care to give effect to the sugges- 
tion put forward in a report submitted in ?9]8 by Mr. Hoogewarf then 
Prinftipal of the Serampore Weaving College, Mr. EveiNBtt then Superin- 
tendent of Tecliiiical Education, and Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta. 
In the report there were many practical proposals* for putting the 
weaving industries *on a satisfactory footing! But in spite of a 
reminder by Dr. Naresh Chandra ,Sen Gfipta in his budget speech in 
193(i the Departineyit of Industries is'still sleeping 'over it! Countries 
like Japan and Russia have revolutionized their cottage iinlustries in a 
very shftrt period 'through (itovernmei^ iidiiative while our industries 
are rApidly decaying tlmough pertoistfiit Government apathy. 

We naturally expected a radical change in the policy with the in- 
auguration of tte niiltdi 'advertised, new reforms.* We expected from 
the EiKance Minister who represents the Bengal Natibnal (Miamber of 
Comhierd^, an Institution which* is a strong advocate of small indus- 
tries, that he would sbt aprfrt a vubstanlial portion of the revenue for 
the developt,uent of cott4jge industries. But when we go through the 
details of the budget we are pained t^ find that a paltry sum of 
Ra. 2,400® has been* allotted for the development of the handloom 
industries. That I think, Sir, a cruel mockery to the sad lots of the 
handloom wcwkers whA are gnfdually getting wiped out of existence; 
of course the sericfJture industries are more fortunate in receiving h 
little better treatment at tlje hand:^ of the Finance Minister. Even 
then the amount, set apart for the pinpose is quite inadecjuate con- 
sidering the importance of the sericuilture industries. 

I appeal to the Minister in charge of Industries and also to the 
(Government as a whole to rise to the occasion and set out in right 
earnest in really doing sxmiething foV the development of cottage 
iiylustries. We are sick of* mere tvords of assurance's. What we want 
*is action and immeddaje action. It is time that the Government shakes 
ofP this 'proverbial lethargy. They shcwld shake off their sense of 
faThe prestige and tske advice from people other than their armchair 
depart^pental experts, people who hocve an intimate knowledge with 
rural cohdition^ of Bengal. The situation demands a committee of 
enquiry which should immediately he formed with officials and non- 
pfficials to formulate* schemes for the reorganisation of indigenous 
industries. They should not hesitate to follow the foot steps of 
Mahatmaji. • 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resu^i^d 
his seat.) 
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Mrs. HA8INA MUR8HEO: Mr. dpeaker, Sir/ in^ rising to speak 
on this motion, I wil^ to invite the attention of the Bt^'ble Minister 
in ciiarge of the Infl^stries vDepartment and also that S! the House,* 
to the necessity for mhking ‘atieq^ate piwision fqf giving industrial 
training to our women-folk such as would enable them to earn a liviwg 
where they are bereft of assistance froi^ their male n’*»mbeij.* • 

I do not propose, Sir, to make any ex-cathedra, statement sug- 
gesting what should or should not be in this direction. I lea^ 
that to the expert advisers o^ the department. Rut I merely take this 
opportunity of emphasizing the paramount importance of devising Vays 
and means which would help our women-folk to earn their living under 
circumstances in whiqh they may find no other ^monetary assistance 
available to them. ^ 

I am sifre it wfll be -admitted' that in' our province there are a large 
number of destitute and , helpless families who have no male earning 
members to support theni-^ In^ conseqi\ence, these women 4»have to 
undergo untold misery and sufiering^ in trying to ckiru their liviiig. I 
have exactly these cases in mind when 1 appcirt to the Ministry of 
Industry to devTse ,wa\s and means by which ^’these'* uH)men may be 
helped to«earn 4.heir subsistence by cottage industries and such other 
pursuits as may be undeidaken by 'them in the secdusion of the^r homes. 

1 know persomdly ot man^’V’' instaiu-*es in' which ladies of very respec- 
table family have been passing their days in dire miserj^- — owing to 
unfortunate circumstance suc#h as the premature and sudden death of 
their male earning members. If the Departmefit of Inditstries, for 
instance, appoint suitable agencies by which training in some cottage 
industry or other may be imparted to these belpfess women and widows, 
*I am sure that advantage will be taken by these Indies of such 
assistance from the Department, and they would bp able b) earn their 
living by the sweat of their brow. For this pur{>ose, J suppose it would 
be extremely helpful, if the Department were to establish a net work 
of training centres thiH)ughout the pix)vince. Ry doing tlds, a very 
real problem will have been solved and in the long run the economic 
condition of mally a home ufill be improved. ^I persona ll;if know of 
many widows why hiive been leading their* lives in great misery. The 
only avenue that is popular is the establishment ^of small elementary 
schools. I think it is a tnistake to have recourse to the •establish- 

ment of primary schools as a means of earning <yie's livelihood. For, 
in the first place, most of thesp ladies are hardly fftted by reason of 
their poor educational attainments for the avocation of £v pecfaVogue, 
®ivl in the second place, an undue multipli^tion of fnefficient schools 
is very much to be deprecated. It is, therefore, extremely necessa^ 
that the Department of Industries should do something to help these 
women an^ helpless widows to earn their living by undertaking cottage 
ij^ustries in their di^erent forms. As to how best this plan should 
oe accomplished is a Inatter for the experts, and as I have already said, 



990 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 


[3rd Sepj., 


I will not venti^re to trespass fen their dominion. With these words. 
Sir, I endorsed "the 'views of the hon’ble mover q: the motion. 

. ' A 

Mauivi ^BUL QUA8EM:' Mr. ^pealter, Sir, at the very outset I 
must thank my honourable friend, Mr. Khaitan, for giving me an 
opportunity to^sperfk a few Fords on this important subject, and I 
begin by frankly stating that want of a comprehensive scheme of 
ilfdustrial development in our cpuntry, inadequacy of funds for meeting 
the same and lack of determination and sincerity of j^urpose in us are 
the main causes which are retarding the progress ot industrial improve- 
ment in our country. Sir, I myself most definitely apprehend that 
unless a vigorous and constructive actioji is taken immediately, an 
economic crisis is unavoidable-^ a crisis which," I think, would be more 
serious, more dangerous and moreo disastrous than Jthe one which we 
have just experieir^jed. So far as cottage industry is concerned, I 
should like to say a few Avords frdm my OAfn experience in my own 
district.* In my district ob Hoogl)!^’, e^ilbroidery work^ commonly 
known as chikon wqrk 'Was a speciality at one time. People of my 
district used to go abroad to America, Europe, Australia, New Zealand 
and other parts of the^w</rkl and eayn a lot of mohey out of this busi- 
ness. But this industry'has now betyune u thing of tlie' past. America 
has totall^^ stopped their entry into that country, and in other British 
]>ominions, the rules dtid regulations ha^e been framed in such a way 
that it has become practically impossible for these people to secure 
passports. I appeal to the Hon’ble Minider in charge to take action 
in this ma'iter and to see that the grievances are remedied. 

With regal’d to ojher small industries, such as, soap-making, 
umbrella-making, etc., I submit* that these are all gradually dying out. 
With a vieW to carrj^ on a propaganda in our district for the encourage- 
ment of cottage industries, we have recently started an organisation 
Avith tile Chairmai'i of the District Board as President, but we have got 
no sufficient ,\und to carry on this propaganda work. We all know 
that after the harvest tjme is over and before the next harvest season 
sets in, the villagers have got practically nothing to do, Tliey simply 
waste their time<4ind energy in either playing cards of joining amateur 
theatre or jatra parties; jlometiifJes they get themselves involved 
ill piirty factions and, sometimes they get themselves entangled in 
some criiftigal affair of a most heinous •nature. We alE’know, Sir, 

, tha'I an idle man’s bcain is the devil’s workshop. When we see that 
hundretis of our agriculturists cannot get their food even tAvice a day 
I feel teifiptVd tp tliink thpt the real salvation of our country depends 
not upon our going throAigh the fan\astic curriculum of the Calcutta 
Vniversity, not even lipon the introduction of elpmentary or secondary 
education in our country, but it depends chiefly upon training the 
minds of these unsophisticated youths so that they can fed that they 
have got a stake in their country, and realise that the solution of ^Jie 
dal hhat problem really lies on them and on them alope. Therefore, 
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I would request the ^on’ble Minister ih charge to talje steps to carry 
on propaganda wort by supplying suflScient funds, by sending out 
trained teachers to diJPerent parts of the country to create an interest 
in these people and to 'give ample facilities for thj ready sale of the 
articles produced by t^m in (iovernment co-operative stores to be 
established in each district and subdivision. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to 
support the motion which has been moved by my hou’ble friend, 
Mr. Debi Prosad Kliaitan. It is an undoubted fact iluit agrictflture 
is the basis of the' economic structure of a country, and that industry 
comes next. Now, Sir, in tlje course of debates in this House Govern- 
ment have repeatedly given the assurance that \hey would give all 
facilities and w’ould try their level ybest for the* development of snmll 
industries, including cottage industries. But I .J^ave not heard the 
Hon’ble Minister suggesting how^'tlie Government should pixiceed in 
this matter, nor have I 'ilearc/' any member . giving any ^iixictical 
suggestion. . * ^ • 

So, for to-dai^’s discussion I shall give a few •suggestions as to how 
we can develop small industries iE»to a definite ^nd dependable means 
of livelihood among tlie masses ^am| educafed^ community '•of this 
province. . * 

* * i * 

Firstly, ’the agriculturists to whom owing to smallness of holdings 
agriculture is not a dependable means 'of livelihood nirtst be gfven 
monetary facilities for taking up small industides — 41 s foi^ instance, 
manufacture of mustard oil, linseed oil, and cocoanut oil, by utilizing 
the spare man jiower and bullock power, ^’^e all know tliat the- 
^igriculturists can spare iix months on average *in a year and tluit the 
bullocks are utilized for three months only in a year and *go without 
work for the rest of nine month?^. With tins surplus power, manu- 
factures of other articles of frequent use by the niaskes f<?r which raw 
materials are available in the locality may also be taken up. All these 
manufactures may be encouraged by the Government by establishipg 
firms either oa co-operat/ve lines or on grouj) system among the 
agriculturists, funds being supplied by the Government. 

By these su^estions, I mean *to impress upon the House llie 
principle that, first of ail, t|ie Government shdufd make all possible 
attempts to^ncrease the purchasing and paying jmwer of ^he agricul- 
turists who form the vast majority of the people in* this provyice, so 
that they may easily distribute their surplus to- the^re^t^of the 

population. • * 

. • 

Secondly, I suggest that the Government should encourage the 
development o*f tKe existing industries for those who have taken up 
and intend* to take up industry as a means of livelihood. For this 
purpose, the Governm^t should first select those industries only which 
Kve mass demand aifd which can be produced on the Knes of cottage 
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or small industry' so that they may give* emi loyment to a large 
numiber of people, « " / 

In this respect, the handloom weaving industry comes first to my 
mind. This is the industry Vhich^ has 'from iime immemorial given 
and still may give employment to millions of our people. But the 
Tiandloom indifi^try “has been killed Iby machine competition. Now, to 
revive and protect the handloom industry my suggestions are two-fold, 
viz., (1) let the Government legislate that no cotton mill in our province 
shall manufacture dhotis and saris of yarti of 40 coiyits and lower, so 
that^^he dhotis and sans of 40 and lower counts, r which are generally 
used by the masses of our country, may Ibe manufactured with hand- 
looms only; and (2) to give effect to the said suggestion let the Govern- 
ment im])ose by legislation ce:i8es and duties upon cloths of the said 
counts im])orted into bur j)rovince'y *(so that the handloom weavers may 
compete with the prices of mill-made cloths of’similar counts and may 
thus depend for their living on thfs industry. 

Simultaneously, the Government should encourage the establishment 
of many more mills in our province.' All those mills anTl the existing 
mills may produ/'e sufficient yarn and dhotis and saric of higher counts 
and other fabrics also, sucdi as, mosquito nets, drills, umbrella (doths, 
etc. ' ^ ‘ , 

Thirdly, Sir, the oGovernmept may ,suj)plement the existing mill 
industry by encouraging our youngmeii trained in the Serampore 
Weaving Iilstitute and other jdaces, to take up weaving as a cottage 
industry tjo be carri^^d on in their respective homes in Calcutta, and 
other places where electric power is easil}^ available. What I mean is 
this. A trained youngman may easily handle two power-driven looms. 
Let a youngman set up two such looms in hii house with a motor. In 
this way, if 5,000 younguien set up two looms each in this City of 
Calcutta, we get 10,000 looms, which means the capacity of 10 big 
weaving mills. 

Now, along with setting up these looms, there may be set up an 
organization which will undertake the work of the sizing of yarn and 
beaming 'the sapie ami also of supplying the requir^-'d beams to those 
youngmen. 

Sir, adverting ''once more to the utility of having such an 
orpnizaliqn, I might point out that the"' 10,000 looms to ^^ilich I have 
already referred to, If organized, will work considerably more than the 
total Jfcoms of tfie various mills in Bengal, e.g., the Kesoram Cotton 
Mill which^haa got 1,250, looms, the Bangalakshmi having 725 looms, 
the Dhakeswari Mill having 800 looW, and Mohini Mills having <600 
looms and others. 

Then, Sir, the organization I have referred to before or any other 
institution maj^ undertake to calender the cloths manufactured by those 
youngmen. In this process this City of Calcutta alone may get 'the 
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benefits of ten ibig \ weaving mills. And the costs of their production, 
I am sure, will foe ^ess than the costs of production an ordinary 
mill, because the costs^ of land and buildings and overhead expenses 
will be almost absent in such cases,! And, thus -five HiousunJ youngmen 
may easily earn Rs. 40 each per month oh an average. And if> such 
youngman trains up other memlbers of his family, 'he can ii\;r«5ase the 
number of looms and thus increase his income. 

We may adoj^d a similai^ procedure for manufacturing silk cloths 
also. 

Thus, we may develop tlie textile industry in our proyim'e and give 
em])loyment to thousands' of our people',, 

Fourthl)^, I slrill speak of ‘another* vei*v imjK)rta]ii industry. I 
mean the milk industry. In our c<juntry-side millf ls sold at 20 to 25 
seers and at some places eve,p at,w2 seers n rupee. And the (quantities 
of milk available in the villages 4ire,,not smal],.’ If' we could ust* thi§ 
milk for commercial purposes, we could do wbiideiis. On the one hand 
thousands of our^people could be given employment and -the peasantry 
would be ^i(X)ur;,iged to take up cai'tle-iaiining jis an additional source 
of income, and on the other hand we (*ould save l(ikhs of rupe^>s of our 
country from being drained qwiiy ouUide. Tl^ peoido in (kilcutta 
alone consume about 10 lakhs of rupees worth of butter in a y(‘ar 


Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up, Mi-, (liswas. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: May I haVe a mihute or so 
to finish my sjieech ? — and 90 per cent, of^this butter is imported into 
Bengal. Besides that, imported clieese also take away uot a small 
amount. Further, many milk-products, such as, Sanak'gen, malted 
milk, sugar of milk, etc., also, are responsible foy the drainage of lakh>» 
of rupees. Bu^ woe to P,engal I Neither the Government^ nor the 
monied public ha'^e eyes to see to this unf(5rtuna^e state of things in 
Bengal where mil^ is so cheap and 'is available in abundance. Tliie 
Industries Department has a duty towards this liae-of industry also* 

Buf,;'Dshonl<f'.j§iibmit, these enterprises re(piire„ money. Let us lat 
the start ^stinq^te-^e capital e^^nditure to encourage the af'^esaid 
industries for tbe^griculturists and trained youngmen^at (itores of 
rupees. We may^not expect the#shv capitali.st8 to invest money in 
these lines. We may not expect the Government -also to invest such % 
big amount for‘tliiif purpose. But we may expect the Government to 
encourage the capitalists to invest even such a big arafount, if the 
Government would only* guarantee a dividend of, say, 5 per cent. 

(The member Laving reached tlm time-limit resuyiod his seat.) 

44 ' ^ 
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Mauivi JONAB ALI MAil4J*MDAR: (Spoke Bengali.) 

Mr. W/C. PATTON: Speaker, Sir, I entirely agree that 

Ainemph^yment is tl)e greatest problem that we are faced with to-day 
ill Bengal} But I am not going to dwell on unemployment at length 
except to say that if work at an average wage is secured by the 
unemployed, the purchasing power of tlifj people of Bengal will be 
considerably increased. The real question, however,^ is what are we 
to do lo get tliese jieople employed. If we look al the existing indus- 
tries in Bengal, we find that it is very difficult td employ all the 
unemployed in exi.'fting indinj^tries. The agricultural industries of 
Bengal depend largel.t for their de^nand 'on w^orld conditions outside 
Bengal. Those conditions of recent years have necessitated' a measure 
of exporl control, and although sigws are nc>^ wan'ting that then* is a 
1‘onsideiable improvement in .those co\jdiii'jus, the result of overpro- 
duction in previous ^years was so disastrous that it is unlikely that 
export and croj) control will be given up in the near future, if at all. 
Consequently, the only mr.r.ner in w^ich we can now utilize the big mass 
of laboar which is unemployed in Bengal is by tlie' development of 
undevelojX'd or jiartlally developed primary industries or by indus- 
trialization. So far a's industrialization is concerned, we have seen 
that the (loycrnnient of Bengal are attempting to do this by a system 
of cottage industries, by the training of detenus, and by encouraging 
other small industries. And it is ])remature now to say what the 
ultimate results of these endeavours will be. But, Sir, if they do one 
thing, if they develop^ in Bengdil a sjiirit of industrialism, they will 
achieve a great deai. The essentials for their siu cess are the same as 
large-scale industries — the Mdo])tiom of modern melhods with cheap 
power-sui)pl^ , a uniformity in quality and output, and deliveries in 
time. I wop Id like to draw the attention of this House particularly 
tq the question of cheap power. We have in Northern Bengal a huge 
reserve o^f hydro-electric power, which is still almost entirely undeve- 
loped. To my knowledge hundreds of thousands of ^easily developable 
cimtinuous horse-power in ‘Northern Bengal have net been touched at 
all. Individual surveys have been made by various people, viz., the 
late Mr." Bolder tson; Mr. Stonebridge, Callenders’ Cables, others, 
and it remains to Gbvernment to summarize those surveys and -to put 
them , ^hito such -a form as to be available for the develppi^eiH of 
industries. In * tlie Dua-^s we also have a large ^amopnt ,of power 
requii-ed for the tea garden factories, which may form !§[ ^atieleus k)ad 
^or the utilisation of cheap power. 

One of tlie chief characteristics of cheap electric pow^r is that it 
develops its p^vn demand. I remember a scheme in New Zealand. 
There the Government of New Zealand put in a schen^ of some 6,000 
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kilowatts miles Irom the nearest snmll town lyid ^ ^remember very 
well also how thav scheme was derided in the press. It was said 
that the scheme woiilj neve^ be a succps and tliat this power would 
never be utilised, but within two^ears Jli<‘ chVapness of p^we^ created 
such a demand that (Itivernment lia«l to extend ityb\ jmotlier "f?,!)!)!) or 
4,(KK) kilowatts of pQwer. It is not an uncommon tiling’ fo/industries 
to come to the place where tliere is cl^eap power. 


We need noi^ go so far to find the effect of cheaj) electric power. 
In Madras there is*a ])ower scheme of 22,1)00 horse ])ower and in that 
connection 1 wtnild read an extract from the “Statesminr’ of 1st- 
September of this yeai»:-i- * “ 


« I 

“Sangiiine as jhe o/iginatoi.'i tin*- sclieme were of success, they 
were liardly prepared for the alarming demand **for electrical power 
and energy that arose wi^lyn ty^ shorty years of •its commcjicejuent. 
AVithiii this j)eriod electricity ma^h' an uiy)’recddented advaifce yi 
Madras Presidency, and necessifated the I'miuefliate (h‘V(*lopment of 
the second stage\)f tjie system, etc.’’ 

• • • . . * 

This is exactly the exj»erienct‘ (4' cln'aj) eUctri(‘ity all, over tlje 

world. In the Vnited Proviuia's we ,th(‘ (x^uiges Canal Schemt‘ of 
22,000 kilowatts . ^ . 


(At this stage the member having reached tly‘ time-Iinyt resumed 
his seat.) 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Ai 1 am )^oing to get only 
0 minutes and if you are going to clos(‘ th(‘ hous<‘ •earl>» then I had 
hotter sit down. 


Mr. SPEAKER: A^ou have lost #40 secfmds already. 


Mr^ ABDUR RAHMAN SIODIQI: I must sa> I rise wiilA sense 
of fTisa'jJp^jLJitment. 1 thought that the lU)n’ble ’Mkister in charge 
'^a# gomg.^ tiroduce a rabbit to 'day but he has given it into the saf<^ 
( ustody of his^ col^eagyes. He has not told u.s what colour the rabbit 
is going to have. What he ha.s told us is oi\ what line^ he i.s going 
to develop the industries of Bengal. A technical school here and an 
industrial college ther^ do not give us anything substantial. What we 
want, after tb% neglect of decades, is that this new Cabinet, with all 
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the power it possesses, should “put things on the vay to progress. If 
necessary, scrap all the industrial institutions exi(?ting to-day so thSit 
wo may start on the path that ,will ultimatply le^d us to the goal. 

• , i 

I would suggest^thal a committee consisting of professors, indus- 
trialists, commercial' magnates, and workers of Bengal be appointed. 
Lot them put their heads together to tind out the means that will 
satisfy the needs of this departmelit. I am not personally mad after 
the cottage industry crasie. It may be good in its o\^m way but the 
revitalization of ihe decaying and dead industries o^ Bengal is not the 
only panace.a for all our ills. The world has advanced and is advanc- 
ing rapidly. ^Ve hjwe got to keep pace' with, it. There are key 
'industries ajid the middle indus'lries ^and, ^above all, there is the coal 
industr}^ I wish the Cabinet to tell \^s in its gwn good time (it has 
already taken 5 mohtiis and it may take more) that it has some plan, 
sume 8ch(;ine, something that will sL;^w tljat the key industries are 
going 'io be looked into ^nd' that tjie ciuestions of their nationalisation 
will be studied carefiflh, and sympathetically. 

It has come to my 'kno*wledge tlipt a gigantic scheme of ])roducing 
electric power is in the air, particulars of which are e^isily available. 
If our Government has awakened to its responsibilities, I think the 
Finance Minister and*’ the Minister in charge of Industries will sit 
togeither and come to some soH of an arrangement with the promoters 
of that scheme so that this gigantic^ project may become the property 
of every citizen of Bengal and Bengal may get electric power at a 
price unheard of. 

We had recently, a Coal Mining Enquiry Committee the report of 
which is very damaging to the j)eoj)le who own these mines. 1 want 
the Industries De^iariment to' adopt measures and formulate schemes 
that would pgt a stop to these terrible fires in the mines of Bengal. 
I had a talk Vv^ith a leading man of science of London who told me that 
if he were called to Bengal he could put a stop to them in six months. 

The ought ta be a coiurerted attempt for the prevention of smoke 
nuisance. The smoke thatVe set** issuing out of the chimneys really 
iaifects the health o^ tJio people. I am not a scientist but there ar? 
men who cqji teach us the methods of pieventing this nu«ra*ice. Not 
only that. The , smoke that disappears into thin air carries away 
wealth Worth millions of rupees. Science, here again, can teacli us 
how' to stophhis tremendous waste. The money so saved- may be sp6nt 
on education, sanitation and other departments which are 
being starved to-day. I would even go further’ and say that if the 
Cabinet possesses an ideal and an ambition to ameliorate existing 
conditions the Minister for Finance should float a loan, to^ the extent 
even of Rs. 10 crores for the furtherance of industrialisation. If well- 
planned industries are taken in liand the loan will prove productive. 
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Bengal will not stdive public utilitj^scbeines again |are taken in band^ , 
bj the Government These services being of publiri utility should 
not be left in the hands of. corporations. We may have our views on 
State management versus Company mbnagement; it ma;^^ be a con- 
troversial point but from the manner ill which the railways are being 
managed I feel that there is a case for, the Govemimelit tal^n^j charge 
of public utility services. I do hope the Minister in charge will take 
into consideration my appeal to him for a Commit te<\ He may take 
departmental a(^vice, lie maV have his Department of Industries and its 
branches and sub-sections hut if lie sticks to old ways and methods we 
had better give^up all hojie of any betterment. 


There is an Industrial Credit Syndicate with tvhicli I am connected 
to assist artisans and techilical rti.^n from amongst our educated un- 
employed.* It is*a goed, sclieme but it only toucjv's the fringe of the 
subject. It requires finance, i^ requires intelligent guidance ^ 
unless and until we put oiir hejH'ls together amj jihjn out a retll scJieme 
of indust riSlisation for Bengal I,do«not think that this tiiik<‘riirg with 
tlie subject, as we are doing now, would lead I's anywhere or bring us 
any benefit. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HAJItBULLAil Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, let me first give a iepl\ to the speaker before bust who sfioke 
about large hydro-electric ,‘ichemeH. I may inform him that hydro- 
<'Iectric does not come under my jnirview but* it comes *under the 
Minister for Commerce and Labour and 1 will reciuest the Hon^ble 
Minister for Commerce and Labour take' a* noli* of 'it. Secondly, 
•Sir, the last speaker tliouglit that 1 have not ])rc^<‘nted a *comprelien- 
sive scheme and that I said in jny spee,t*h that Lhad one scheme for 
cottage industries. Sir, I may tell him that wkh regard to big 
industries the question is very difficult and (iovernment*|*ould do very 
little in this direction : it is for the public to come forward and lay (pit 
capital. ]f he has any big scheme which he likes to inform me about 
I shall be very flad if he comes and discusses wHh me, after the 
session is over, it impossibilities and I*will lobk into the matter. He aiso 
talked about rabbits and all that. I hope I filmll not trouble yoi! 
with an Australian rabbit. • • * * 

Mr. Abul Quasem also sai(l tliat there was no compr^ensive 
s(Leine in regard to industries. I am sure. Sir, lie' did «oii Tn^ar me 
when I spoke. If he had, he wpukl have realised t^at there was a 
comprehenhive scheme about whicli I spoke. In fact he w^as asking 
me about some pa*ssport, but that does not belong to my department: 
it'belongs t^i my colleague the Minister in charge of the Home Depart- 
nient. If he can see liis way to apply to him he will no doubt get 
the passport for whom Tie wants it. 
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Another speaker^Mr. Sukumt*r Dutta said 'that /only Rs. 2,00Q ^as 
granted for hapmootn industry. I think, Sir, h[i has not read the 
budget. If he had done so he would have fo^and that’ a ajam of 
Rs. 43,000 has been, provided this^yearh^ bud<^et for this purpose. 

Mr. sb KUMAR DUTTA: On a point of personal explanation, 
Sir . 


Mr. SPEAKER: This is no time for interruption and no personal 
explanation is needed on this. 

c 

S-' 

The Hon’ble Nc^wab Khwaja HAB^IBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

He would have found at ])age 311 <^f ihe br^wn book that a sum of 
rV. 4,(j 7’;000 lias been provided for exjjienditare on the development of 
industries and over half of iliis sum has been provided for the improve- 
ment of handloom industry. At l>age 315 lie will find that a sum of 
Rs. 41,000 has' beeii> provided for the development of handloom 
industry. Again, Sir, im ])age 307 it will be found* that “^a sum of 
Rs. 1,15,500 lias been juovided for the same purpose. So it is quite 
incorrect to say that sum • of' Rs. 2,400 has been })rovided for this 
industry. • 

In reply to my honourable lady friend Mrs. Morshed I may say 
that the Industries Department has already given a certain amount of 
grant to the ladies’ industrial »^chool and 1 may tell here that I shall 
bear in mipd what ishc* has said, with regard to any future scheme. 

I am very glad do hear what my> honourable Mr. Khaitan has said 
wdth regardtto cottage and small industries and I appreciate it very 
much. I cat^ only say that Government will concentrate more than 
bqfore on small and cottsj^ge industries. 

The sehomes.are G’esigqed to enable^ the existing artisans to use 
their art and by using betlt‘r appliances and better methods to com- 
.^lete successfully in^the modern ma'rket. The only ‘successful method 
of enabling the artisan to learn is prac^tioal demonstration and this 
must be accompanied by I'onstant research to reduce his costs of 
produc^jon and to devise labour-.saving appliances. Then again there 
is markttifcg. Tivke the handloom weaver we are providing new 
appliance's at Serampore fo increase( his earning capacit3^ AVe gjive 
practical demonstration of new' looms, new’ methods, new' designs and 
in the co-operative budget passed* yesterday is a sdm of Rs. 1,15,000 
which is to improve marketing as well as to encourage *co-operative 
production of handloom products. Government is doing and given 
more money wdll do everything it can to promote cottage industries to 
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reviy© old ones andlassi^ new ones. #Tliere are nfany schemes in the 
new plan which wil][ benefit the artisan *and cottage w^jker as well as 
scliem^ that will • help the urban unemployed to find profitable 
occupation. . 

I * * * 

I hope in view of this assurance the iionourabl^ member wjll with- 
draw his motion. 


Mfa D. Pi K^HAITAN: *111 vitnv of the assurance given by the 
Hon’ble Minister I l^eg to withdraw my motion. 

T • 

The motion wa.s then by leave of tbe House withdrawn. . 

The orig-innl motion' of the Hon ’We Nawab*Khwnja Habibullah, 
Bahadur, ot Dacca, that a .suni of Rs. Hi,] 4,000 be pranted for expendi-* 
ture under the head ‘’^.T—lndustries” was then .put and apreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The Ifouse as then adjoiirntMWill lO-dO a.m. on Saturday, •tlie 4th 
September, l()d7, at the AsstMiibly llousi*, ('alcufta. • 



1000 ■ 


L‘±T±1 OEPT., 


Proceedings pf the Bengal Legislative Asjf'embly assembled 
under the 'provisions of Government of India Act, 1935. 

The AstiEMBLY 'met in Ih^ Assenr.bly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, 
,the 4th'SeptemJier, <19e]7, at 10-30 a.m. 


^Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the ITon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqxje, c.i.e.^ 
in the Chajr, the eleven Hon’ble Ministers and 207 nmmbers. 


STARRED’^QUESnONS ^ 

r , 

(to which oral am;^ers were given) 

' C V <: y 

. (Starred Question 95 c.ouid .not be answered as The Hon’ble 
Minister in charge was not present at the time when^ it was called by 
Ml. Speaker.) 

Clerks in the office of tli^itMagistrate-Col lector, Dinajpur. 

'•96. Mauivi ABDUL JABBAR: ((i) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge <of the llevenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing separately — 

1 ♦ 

(?) the number o/' permanent and temporary clerks, both Hindup 
and Muvssalmans, in the Collectorate and Magistracy of 
Dinajpu^; and 

{ii) the number of them who are natives of the district? 

c 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the communal 
ratio acc6rding ,to whicli tliese appointments are bein^ made? 

' MINISTER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir BiJoy Prasad Sihgh Roy): (a) A statement is laid oil the table. 

{b\The minimum proportion of clerical appointments in district 
othces to b\‘ held by Muhammadans is one-third. 

There is no fixed proportion for Hindus in general. But existing 
brders require one candidate to be recruited from backward classes and 
minority conununities against every four temporary vacancies, provided 
qualified candidates are available. Backward classes include scheduled 
castes. ' « 
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Statement referred in. the amwer to '^tarred question No. .96, shovrinff 
the mimher of permanent and temporary clerl-t office of the 

Magistrate-CollBctor of .Dinajpur. 

(i) (a) Permanent ilerks^ ^ « 

Hindus * 


Muslims 


»... *37 
.... 24- 


(6) Temporary *clerks — 

Hindus 

* • 

M 11 si i pis 


Total ... 61 


... 15 
*... 8 


Total 


(ii) Number of rlerks who are^natives (\f*tli# disiriot-- 

• • 

(a) Permanent clerks — • • • 

Hindus . • ... 13 

Muslims •... ... 19 


Total* 


32 


(5) Temporary dirks- 
Hindus 
Muslims 


4 


Tcvtal ... 11 


^ • 

UNSTARREDQUESnoriS, 

(to which answers were laid on the table) • 

(Unstarred Questions Nos. 72 to 75, were called^ but a^i^T^^on’ble 
Minister in charge w’as not present, they were left (^er for tlie time 
being.) * 

• • * 
Mr. SPEAKER: I am very sorry to note that the Hcyi^ble Minister 
is not here. He perfeetly knows that the House is sitting at 10-30 a.m. 
to-day when he will •have to answer a number of questions. I hav^ 
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already left out ouli Starred Qijestion standiijg in /his name and I find 
there are a numfjer^ of Un8tai1*ed Questions. I wpuld draw the special 
attention of the Tlon^ble the Leader of the House to it so that the time 
of the House is not wasted in this man*iief in future. 

' The.'^on’blc; Mf.. A. K. F.AZLUL HUQ: i will see to that, Sir. 
I am sorry for l;is absence. 


Chittagong College. 

76. Babu ^ MO^IM CHANDRA DAS: (//) Will the Hon’ble 
* Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 

the percentage of students in the t^biftagong CJollege according to — 

» . 

(/) Hindus; 

•( // ) *'Musalmanf^ ; and 
(ni) Buddhists? < , ■ 

(h) If the Hindus forni a large •majority, are ihe (jrovern^jnent con- 
eidering the desiral)i}ity of a Himki hostel to be attached to that 
College ? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble A. K. Ea^lul Huq): (a)—* 

(/) 59 ’1 per cent. 

(/V) 34*7 per cent., 

. ( 

(/’//) 4 ‘7 per cent. 

(h) No ^^oposal for the establishment of a Hindu hostel is now 
before Goverliment. 

c 

f 

^ Number of students receiving ^ucation in the primary schools. 

77. Mr. AMRI-^A'LAL MANDAL: ia) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in eharge of the Edu/*ation Department be pleased to state the number 
of stmkjnts that are receiving educatio^n in the primary schools of the 

differeht diaitricts after the introduction of the District School Board? 

« « 

(h) Is there any improvement in the primary education due to the 
flitroduction of the Dfstrict School Board system? If so, what? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ. (u) A statement is laid 
on the table. • * 
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(b) Yes; District^Schoel Boards have (1) made J survey of ^primary 
schools in the district with a view to reJistrihute s^ihobls where neces- 
631 * 5 % (2) begun raiskig the ^tatus of lower primary scliools to upper 
primary schools, so far #8 their •funds permit, and (3) started replacing 
untrained teachers by trained teachers a^ far ds ciiTumstai/fces permtt. 


Statement referred to 

f / • 

in the answer to clause {a) of iinstarmti question 

No, 77, showing 

the number sf ^students that are receiving 

edncation irp the 

primary schools of th^^ diffemut districts ^af ter 

the introductmm 

of District School Boards. 

District. 

Total number of pupils 
• in primary' schools. 

Dill a j pur* 

... Tl,(i72 

•* • 

Itangpur 

• ... ... ior.,:i!w 

J alpaiguri 

• ..." :!G,013* 

Bogra 

... • 57,715 

Pabna • 

... • ... * 57,889 

^S’adia * 

• ... 53,051 . 

Murshidabac 

^ /... 41,329 

Bifbhum 

30,910 

Dacca 

'... 142*887 

Mymensingl 

•.. 192,310 

Chittagong 

. ... .111,032 

Noakhali 

.... .,. 101,305 


• • • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Has there J)eeu ^any increase 
in the number of students in the primary schools? • 


The Hon’b^e Mft At K- FAILUL HUQ:* I am not prepared *to 
answer tliat at tlfe present moment aird 1 would*requice iiotiT-e, 

• . * * • 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA : With ^’t^erence to the state* 

ment appendkid to this answei* wliat is the position with regard to the 
other districts not mentioned in the statement? • ^ * 

The Hon’hle Mr,. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The»e are tlf^ifly dis- 
trii’ts wliere school boards have been introduced. As regards the other 
districts statistics will^be supplied if I get notioe. ^ 

Mr. DHJRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
think it desirable to Introduce the school boards system in all the 
districts? • • 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tfii at is a request for 
action and thaf’ requires the** matter to be consiuerably invested into 
before I can decide what is to be don 

District sLl^Registrar of Dacca. 

78. liaWabiada K. NA8ARULLA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 

charge of the Education (Registration) Department be pleased to 
state— . • 

(i) how much was spent in the travelling exjjenses by the last 
District Sub-Registrar of Dacca, during the period of his 
office as 'such ; . 

r 

(ii) how inu(*li is spent by the*^)resent incumben|, since Jiis appoint- 

ment to this post; 

(iii) how many days did he spencbiii the, inspection of each office in 

the years and, 19G6-;17 ; and 

(iv) how many (herks did he take wi(h him in the years 19d5-36 

and 193()-37? 

<■ 

The Hon’ble Mr. X K. FAZLUL' HUQ: (/) to (iv) Tlie information 
is not readily availalde. 

Educational qualifications for typists and copyists. 

79. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the p]ducation (Registration) Department bo 
pleased to state how many of the tot^il number of typists and copyists 
attached to the department at present have not got the requisite 
educational niualitications laid down for similar posts under Govern- 
ment? ' 

(b) What are the educational qualifications laid down for the 
recruitment of typists or copyists? 

^ The Hon’ble Mr? A- K. FAZLUL HUQ! (a) The information is 
not readRy available. 

t (h) Until recently there was no rule laying down the minimum 
educatiblJiK^^qualifications, but the. Inspector-General of Registfation, 
Bengal, lias recentiy promulgated a^^rule by which only matriculates 
will be eligible for such posts. 

• * A 

Khan Bal^adur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADIR: With reference t;o 
answer (6), what will be the fate of the extra muharrirs who aV6 serving 
in the Registraftion Department for a long time but are not matriculates? 
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Th® Hoil*W0 FAZLUL tWQ: I am ijpt aware but I 

might make an enquij-y. ,, • » • 

Rai HARENDhA NATH CHA\jDHI^RI: Witli reference to (h), 
itj this the minimum qualification reqiiij'ed for ty^isit# and ^ferks of* 
other departments as well? ^ ^ 

Tho Hon’bla Ai Ki FAZLUL HUQs I think so, but I aiy not 

-quite sure. * 


tlumbe^ of hostels for schedyled castk students. 

80. Mr. BIRAT CHA^NDRA MANUAL: {a) )VilI the Hon’b^ 

Minister in .charge of the fiducalion ])ef)artnH*nt be pleased *to^stalo 
the number of hostels in Ib'iigal* (‘xclusivel\^ liVy'^tlu* use of student!? 
who are inembei^ of scheduled castes? 

* • • • • * 

(/;) Is ^he ll^n’ble Minisbu- aware of the uant of hostel arrange- 
ment towards the i)iogrt*^s ot t'ducatioiT of sc]H‘diill>d castes’ students in 
Bengal? . , • , t 


(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will tiie IIonH)le 

Minister be pleased to state what s(ej)s are being taken in tlie matter? 

• • 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL.HUQ: (U) Six\ specially for 
^‘hediiled castes, but thei^e arc hostels also for o^lu^’ backwiyd (dassc's. 

(b) No inconvenience or hindrfuice to •studies hits lH*en broucrht to 
my notice. 

(c) Does not arise. 

y 

• • 

Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that more hostels %re required for the scheduled castes? 

. * • 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Reprisentations have bhen 
made to me to that effect. . 


>*r. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Is it a fjct that the scheduled 
castes demand Wo4iost5ls — one at Bagerhat and the other at Faridpur? 

• t 

Th® Hon’ble Mr. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I cannot .remember the 
names but I h#ve received representations from several districts. 
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Licence fe^ W) fuel wood! and other necessary fornt preduces. 

I 

81. Khan Bahadur JALALUDDIN AHM/^D: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Minister iA charge* of the Fopsts aiid Excise Department aware of tlie 
tprevale'ii^t di 8 caiiter\t among the peasantry of “Bengal owing to the 
imposition .of licence fees on fuel wood and other necessary forest 
produces and introduction of different passes for one cultivator’s use 
of different kinds of timber under the ludian Forest Act and Buies 
therefanderP 

W If so, will tlie llon’blc Minister be pleased' to state if the 
(Government (2*011 templates the introductif/.i of any Bill to amend the 
Forest Act or Buies thereunder simultaveously with the amendment 
of Bengal Tenancy Act, for relief Af, jioor tenants of Benp;tal? 

^ MINISTER in charge of FORESTS ar.d EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasaina Deb HaiMt): 00 No: but there has been 
a complaint from an” association in Chittagong, aipl this is under 
investigation. ' 

(h) 'No. 

< 

Al-haj Maulana Dr. SANAULLAH: What is tlie name of the 
Asi^ociation mentioned P 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKAT: 1 ask for notice. 


Basis on which the assessment regarding cess on income from land was 
fixed at Bankura. 


82. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: {a} Will the lion ble Minister 
ill charge of the Bevenue Department he jileased to lay oil' the- tal.le a 
statement* shovvi«g foi‘ the district of Bankura — 

(/) the basis on whhdi the assessment regarding cess on income 
fi’om lanil Svas fixed ; and ^ 

« (li) whether the said cess was fixed 011 the market juice of the 
commodities produced from^ land P 

- . 

(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, will the HonMde 
Minister he jdeased to state — ^ , 

(?) the market value of the commodities when the s&id cess Vas 
levied; and ** 

(it) the present market value of tho.se commodities^ 
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(c) Wall the Hoi?!’bIe Minister be pJejised to state the average pro-^ 
(luce of'Cfdps per acre in the district of Bankura — • *,1 

(i) when the assessment ‘wj^ made; and 
(«) at present? ' 


(d) Is the Hon’ble IVIinister aware — ^ 

(i) that the present price of the commodities, especiaffy of paddy 

has gone clown considei^ftbly since the time of the last 
assessment; and * 

(ii) that therQ has been a great slump in the paddy business and 

a grecft re}>ercusaion in the paddy market? 


• * • 

(e) If the answers to* (c/j are in tlfe atfirmative, will the Hon’ble^ 

Minister be^ pleased to state whether (joyernment intend taking imme- 
diate steps — • • * .,t 


(l) for the reduction^ ()f the cess on income from land impofjf'l 
upon the peoide of Bankuja; or * ' , * 

(7?) an imn^ediote en(|uiry as’ to the locM c*ofidition of the paddy 
market of, Bankura with a view to, re^hoving the grievances 
• of tlm i)eople ? • 


The Hon’ble Sjr BUOY PRASAD .8INCH ifOY: (a) (i) On Ihe 

annual value, as defined in section 4 of tile Ces*s Act, 1880. 

(it) No, except in case of produce refits. . • * 

(h) (?) Itice was 0 to 8 seers to the rupee, when the v<=^valimti()n 
HUS in progress (1922-1926). 

(u) At present it is 10 to 11 seers. • • \ . 


(c) (7) 1.5 to 16 maunds jTer acre, according* to the Settlement 
Officer’s estimate. * * 


(ii) lb*obably the same. 

(d) (i) Yes. 

(n7 Yet,. The slump r, cached its lowest level in 1982-33. I’rices 
Ijave considerably^ improved since then. 

(e) (i) and (») No. , ** 


Clerks in the office of thd Registrar of AssuHmces, Caloiitta. ^ 

83. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHOUDHURY: tYill thg^on’ble ^ 
Minister in charge of the Education Departpient h*i p.\eas€^To lay on 
the table a statement showing — ' 

(i) the namea of ^he clerks .serving at present in the office of thfe 
Registrar of Assurances, Calcutta, with their—^ 

* ’^(^) dates ol appointment, 

(J^) ^qualifications, 
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^ (3) g^ade of salary at the time of appointment, and 
(^)''ihe presen^. ^rade of salary; 

(ii) the names of the permanenf^ copyists serving at present in the 
afore^saic^. office with their — 

^<J) dates of appointment, 

(2) qualifications, 

(3) scale of salary at which appointed, and 

(4) the present scale of salary; and 

t 

{in) the mimes of extra-copyists serving at* present in the afore- 
said office with their — 

(7) dates of appointment, * 

(2) qualifications, and 

(3) average 'inonlhly ir^oonie? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Seja irate statemenis show- 
ing the particulars are placed on the Library table. 

Vesting of powers of Certificate Officers to certain Khas Tahsildars in 

Noakhali. 

84. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID; (a) Ts the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of llu' b(‘venue l)(*paiti..t‘n1 a wan' lhal — 

(/) certain Khas Tahsildars in Ihe district of Noakhali wffio are 
Kanungos have been vested with powers of Certificate 
Odicers under the Bengal Public Demands Recovery Act, 
1913; and 

(ii) that the result has been ver^^ anomalous as the fiunctipms/bf''. 
certifh?ate-lK>lder, responsible for collections and tho^'df^'tiie' 
Certificate Office^- have l>een vested in one and the same 
person F 

(h) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minista’,;be pleased to state whether Government are prepared to con- 
sider theJ^irahility of dividing the functions as before and appointing 
responsible and eN^ierienced officers not below the rank of Sub-Depi:ty 
C^ollector as Certificate Officers who 'will have nothing to do with 
collections F 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) t(f)^Yes. 
There are two such officers. 
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• \ 

(it) In theory the coijibination of jtwo functioils in the hands of 
one officer may appear to be objectionable*, but Gove|*nLjent believe that 
in practice the arranjrement is to the benefit of the KhasAiahal tenants, 
as (?) they are moie ^^kely ^tcf* get sympathetic considei^atiou at thA 
hands of the Khasmahal Certificate Officers and (u) they do not have 
to go to the mainland crossing big rivers to arrange foi payment or to 
conduct their cases. * ^ ’ 

(b) There are not enough certificates to justify the appointment of 
separate Certificate Officers some of the Khasmahal circles. 


Upper primary schools. 

85. Rai HARENDRA MATH CH6 uOHUI^Y: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in* charge of the Education Department be pleai^ ’ ' ' ' 

the ntimher in each distrift of the u,pper primary schools — 

(/) that exist at pres^irt ; and 

(n) that existed in 191:^, 1917, *1922, 1927 -a-nd 1932? 

The Kon»ble.Mr/A. K. FAZLUl HUQ;'A statement is laid on the 
Library table. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

T 

(As the Kon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain was present at the time 
when Unstarred Question No. 85 was disposed ^of, the Questions both 
^Starred and Uiistarred, standing in his^^name, we, re takeli up.) 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUtHARRUFF- HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I must aiiolojfise to you, Sir, for Imviii-f comp a litHe late wliicli was 
unavoidable. •, 

IVitness^ sheds .the civil courts in the Rapgpur, distrjct headquarters. 

*95. Haji 8A4FIRUOOIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon’ble MinisiTer 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Departmfent aware that there* 
are no witness sheds in the civil courts in the Eangpur district hijad^ 
quarters ? * , 

(b) If so, does the Gk)vernment contemplate erection of the same 
in The civil courts at Eangpur at an early date ? 

>.M1NIS1;;ER in ohorgo of judicial and LEGISLATiyE DEPART- 
MENT Hon’blo Nawab Muaharruff Hoaiain, Khan Bahadur): 

(a) and*(6) There i» no proposal before Government for the erection 

46 
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of a witness shed U Eangpur. ,, It is for the^District Judge to initiate 
action if he coi^dd^rs that such sheds are necessary. I should like to 
see every court provided with a witness shed, where necessary, hut 
finance is the ruling factor. I shall do r>y bef,t to press for funds for 
the improv<*unent of civil court buildings. 

Mr. 8YZO ABDUL MAJID: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there are no witness sheds in many districts? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HO88A1N, Khan Bahadur: 

Yes. 

Khan 8ahib Mauivi 8. ABDUR RAUF: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that there was a witness shed attached to the Criminal Court 
building at Eangpur which has been converted into a Bengal Tenancy 
Act Offije? I . t 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur; 

I am not aware, Sir. • , , 

Mauivi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: Has any representation been 
received from Eangpur for building a witness slied in that, locality ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AINp Khan Bahadur: 

1 would refer tlie member to the printed question and answer to that 
effect. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

Filling up of clerical appointments and also appointments other than 
. clerical from members of the scheduled castes. 

72. Mr. KIrtIT BHU8AN DAS: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased to 
state if any directions have been issued to the Diwstrict Judge of 
Mui’sbida'baJ for filling up clerical appointments and also appointments 
'* other than clerical from members of the scheduled castes? 

(b) If tue ajQsver to clause (a) is in the affirmative, what are the 
directions issued ? 

® (c) If the answer to clause (a) is in the negative, are the Govern- 

ment considering the desirability of fixing percentage and taking ea^Iy 
steps for recruitment from the members of the •scheduled c^es when 
filling up vacQ-nciesP 
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Tli« Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFP H088AIN, |(haii Bahadur: 

(a) Yes, in respect clerical appointments only. 

(b) The member is ^eferaed* to the answer give^n to clause (b) of 

the unstarred question No. 32 askid by ffasik Lai BisVas on the 
24th August, 1937. ' * m y • 

(c) Does not arise. 


8upplementary questions. 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: '•'With reference to aaswer when was 
the order communicated to the District Judge o^ MurshidabadF 

• • . • ’ * 

The Hon’bii Nawab (iuBHARBUFF H088ArN/Khan Bahadur; 

1 require notice. « • ^ f 

* » » 

Mauivi ABD|IL BARI: Has any appointiiieiSt^been made since tlie 
communication of thfit order 

• • . . 

The Hon’bie Nawab MUBHARRIH^F H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

I want notice. 

. • 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: poes that order relale to the question of 
promotion. • • 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRURF H088AIN, r.han Bahadur: 

No, Sir. 


Percentage of Muhammadans in the ministerial posts iiv^the various 

offices. 


73. Mr. 8YEO ABDUL »frAJiD: (a) .WilDthe Moii’blcf Minister 
charge of the Judicial and Legislative •Department be pleased (p 


state- 


(i) the percentages of employments of Mufiuminadaais in pie 
ministerial posts in the offices of the iDistrict Judges and 
Munsifs both in the ufiper and lower divisions; 

^(ii) the total number of appointments made from January, 1934, 
to June, 1937, in the various offices? • • 


(b) Is tlje Hon’ble Minister aware that in the opinion of the 
Governmefff the percentages of employments of Muhammadans in the 
ministerial posts in the various offices being far below* the required 
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standard the GoveJnment con^tcmplated an investigation in the matter 
{vide letter .8317-8342-J. — addressed by the Secretary to the 

Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, ‘'to all the District 
Judges) with a view to effect improvement in /he situation? 

.* * ' . . i 

(c) ,Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the investiga- 
tion has been inad^ and, if sf , what step has been taken for securing 
the Government aim in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF HOSSAlNj Khan Bahadur: 

{a) The member is referred to the answer given on the Slst August, 
1937, to his own unstarred question No. 56 in which he asked for 
substantially the safme inform,ation. 

(h) The letter in question did not relate to the (question of employ- 
ment of Muham:ng.dans but to that of minority communities and 
backward classes. 

(o) The meml>er is referred to, the answer to clause (h) of unstarred 
question No. 32 ask'.>(l bv Mr. llasik Lai Biswas on the 24th August, 
1937, and to the coi)y,of letter No. 9898 A., daied tlie^21st September, 
1936, which was given on the statement appended to that answer. 


Assistant Secretary, Judicial Department. 

74. ^4r. ABDULLAH-AL-MAHMOOD: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department be pleased 
to state whether tlie Government is considering the desirability of 
appointing a Miiliammadan in place of the present Assistant vSecretary, 
Judicial Department, on his* retirenrent from service? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The extended tenure of. appointment of the present Assistant Secretary 
does not expire until the 5th January, 1939; the question of his successor 
has therefore not yet been* considered. 


TransfeV of Fulbari and Cangarampur thanas of the Balurghat 
eubdivis’on. 

75. Mauhri MAFIZUDDIN GHAUDHURY; (a) Is the Hon’blo 
Minister in charge of the Judicial and Legislative Department aware — 

(i) of the transfer of the Fulbari and Gangarampur thanas of. the 
Balurghat subdivision from the civil jurisdiction of the 
Balurghat Munsifi to that of the Sadar Munsifi; 
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(ii) of the retention of the criminSl^ jurisdiction of the Balnrghat 
criminal court over these two thanas ; ahd \ i 

(m) that the litigai^ pub^ic*have to go to Dinajpur for civil business 

and to Balurghat for ciiminal business ‘r^ • 

• » 

* * / * 

(b) Do the Government intend to festore those two tnhnas to 
Balurghat Munsifi where there are two MunsifsP 

The Hon’ble'Nfwab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) Yes. ^ • 

{h) No. Government lia*'e no such proposal before them at present.* 


Short*notiGjp Question. '** ‘ 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HABHEM^ALI* KHjfN: ^ (a) Is the Ihoh'hle 

Minister in chu^’j.ie of the llevenue Department dC^are : — 

(/) that acute distress and fa^ryne have.hroJfen out iii the southern 

part*of the Patuakhali subdivision of the district o^ Bakar- 

• • • 

(it) that a woman died of starvation; 

(iii) that a non-official Belief Committee has been formed at Barisal 

to give relief to the distressed; and • • 

(iv) that the District Board also has started some relief work in 

the distressed areaP 

o • 

(b) Has the Hon’ble, Minister or tjie Hon’ble Chief Minister 
received any copy of a resolution passed in a public megting held at 
Barisal recently asking for help from the Government to^ope with the 
distress P 

• • 

(c) Do the • (^overnmei/t cpnsider it desirable to take immediate 
steps for removing the distre.ssP 

• . • " 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH •ROY: (i) There is 
distress in Patuakhali subdivision owing to poor crops for 4.he last Jwo 
years, recent epidemic of rinderpest, and failure of the aus crop owing 
to insectpest. The situation hds been complicated^ by ccjjp^lJWTtion of 
private charity and agricultural credit. • • 

• • ^ 

(ii) The Azad of 4th August, 1937, published an information thtU- 
one Achy a JKhatoon, 10 years old daughter of one Kobad Ali of 
Besbaria^ted for want of food. On enquiry the allegation was found 
to be untrue. I have *no information of any other alleged death due 
to starvation. ^ * 
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{Hi) Government have no official information about this. 

(iv) The Dlitricl Board have started test work^ in seven centres. 

(6) No. ^ ‘ 

(c) The * situation is bein^ carefully watched by Government and 
steps h^N’e already ^leen taken to alleviate the distress. Rupees 70,000 
have been Vilotted to the Collector of Bakarganj for agricultural loans. 

More is being allotted for gratuitous relief out of the Central Fund. 

( 

Supplementary Questions. 

Mr. ABDU'l WA^HAB KH/^N: Whaf is th^ amount distributed or 
•proposed to be diatribYted by way, of gratuitous relief? 

The Hon’ble Si^BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 ask for notice. 
But 1 miy say that^day befoi;e yesterday Ha.* 2,000 was handed over to 
t)ie Cdlleetor to augment the moiuy already placed at his disposal. 

* * / 

A Member: 'Is the llon’ble Minister aware ofdhe fact that accord- 
ing to i,lie Famine Commission Report it there is six ah'iias less of pro- 
duce, (iorernment wiR ^usJ)end i^evenue to the extent of four annas, if 
tliere is eight annas les;, (roverhi^ent will suspend revenue to the extent 
of six annus, if the produce is, twelve annas loss, (lovernment wdll remit 
ten annas ot revenue? Will the Goverpmont proceed on that basis 
after due enquiry without giving stereotyped answers? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ofdor, ordei*: you are putting a question not only in 
the form qf a speeuh/but towinds the latter part you are making a 
reflection on the manner in which an q^nswer is given. You cannot make 
any reflection or iinpute a motive. Your question should have been in 
the following*. form — Is the llon'hle Minister prepared to consider the 
desirability of, etc., etc. 

The Kon’ble^^Sir DIJOY PRASAD '8INCH ROY: I can inform 
tl^e Ilon’ble Member that Governnent will proceed \n accordance with 
dhe rules laid down in the Eamine Code. 

* t 

i i < 

iMr.^A^ M. A^DUL HAMID: Is it possible to start Test Relief 
Works'^or^g the rainy season? ** 

The Hon’ble Sir piJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It has been 
started. That is a fact, Sir. 

«* 

A Member: Is it not a fact that the famfhe i^ due to'lEhe heavy 
mortality in ciittle in the affected area? 
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Th« Hofl’ble Sir BIJdY PRASAD ^NCH ROY: . I haVe already . 

stated that there was^a rinderpest epidemic. * i 

Mfa 8YED JALALU\)DIN HA$HEMY: Is the'distress^in question 
acute or ordinary? 

The Hofl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is ordinary in 
nature at present^ • 

Khan Bahadur HASH EM ALI KHAN: Will Govermqent permit 
the District Board to ^pcruDinonoy for diatributipn of '^ice and other 
things in the distressed area^? * * 

Mr. SPEAKER} I think it if^ a hypothetical' question and is a 
question for action. 

The Hon’bleiSir BUOY PRASAD SINGH RO^ : Government have 
not yet declared it do lie an acute distre.sij* seP that *t lie question is • 
hypothetical. * 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDirl HASriEMT: ifas the news published 
in the Azad about the death ot a certaift woman in the affected ifrea 
been enquired into? * 

The Hen’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD ^INGH ROY : Wh, very care- 
fully. It was found to l)f* wholly incoixect. ^ ' 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: * Ifow many meals had she 
before her death? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY. PRASAD SINGH 'ROY: The death was • 
due to fever. It Vas not a case of starvation. She had beenliiling for 
sometime. She "y^s the daughter pof a begger. The father ‘is c^n 
indolent fellow who would not earn his living. ,Xlie President of the* 
Union Board of the Area offered him a job which he did ^cTt accept. 

The result was that the family had to suffer. This poor girf die^ of . 
fever and not of starvation. Government did very carefuJJji^i^quire 
into the matter. , • , 

• • . 

Mr. ABDUL WAH/VB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister let us 
have a stateaent thana by thana showing the degree of the distress pre- 
vailing a^^the number of people affected? * 

The Hon’bl^Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice. 
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A Memlier: .What action has been taken on the representation made 
to the Government ‘of India and forwarded by them to the Government 
of Bengal by the inhabitants of Amtoli thana for relief from the cattle 
mortality ? < » . 

^ Tha.^lon’bl* 8ik BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have no in- 
f Donation dti the subject. 

0 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANVaL: With reference ^to the statement 
that fhe woman died of fever, is it not a fact that in all cases of death 
from starvation there is a rise in temperature prior ‘tq death? 

The Hon’ble Sir<>BUOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: The case was 
‘ very carefully enquired into and G^yernmgnt are satisfied that this was 
not a case of stqr^ation. 

.Mr. M. SHAMS^UDDIN AHMED: Wk.af is the name of the officer 
who enquired into the piatter? ♦ 

The Hon^ble. Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYI The informa- 
tion has been received from tlie District Magistrate. t * 

Mr. S'ASANKA SEKHAR pANYAL: Was any Doctor deputed to 
enquire into the matter? 

The Hoii’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask. for notice. 

Reference to newspaper, reports of an offemling nature. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen of the House, before we 
proceed with the nbrmal business of* the day I am compelled to bring 
to the notici of the House a newspaper report which makes a grave 
reflection on* the conduct of the proceedings in this Assembly. I refer 
to* Dainik Basumati of* 4th September, 1937, in an Editorial note of 
which th^, following jjassage occurs : — « * • 

« aHIFtW *1^ W® ’tRT? (To give up all 

that I possew in order to improve the lot not merely of the ‘peasants but 
the toiling millions of Bengal)— “tut sitJl <11^^ 

The translation iet— 

In that Legislature where Nawab Khwaja Haibibullah*caii say, “I 
shall give u|5 all that I possess to improve the lot not me^y of the 
peasants Ibut the toiling millions of Bengal, does^Sarat Babu think that 
in that Assembly decorum and dignity can be main tailed? 
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I consider that attack* on the part the Daindt Baminilu to be a 
grave reflection. I give that paper an opportunity t^iunake suitable 
amends in course of to-morroT^; otherwise* I should be compelled to 
take drastic steps. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On % ‘point of rfrdef, Sir. ^ should 
like to refer to a matter which arises out of this ruling of ^ours. May 
I most humbly draw your attention fo the news reported in some of the 
newspapers of the proceedings of this Assembly, particularly to the 
news that appeargcf in the Statesman yesterday with regard to some 
of my observations on the working of the Co-operative Depa^rtment and 
the reply given by tli® IJon*hle Minister thereto.^ In t^jat report it is 
stated that pr, Sanyal made many baseless charges to which strong, 
exception was talien by the lloij’bie Minister. *The Hon ’hie Minister 
took exception *011 ly. to the incorporation of my notd ib the proceedings 
of the day’s meeting and^n^t to (he charges thems^ves. I sujimit ^his 
is a wrong Teport and so far as I hu'v^ loo*ked up parliamentary iwuctice 
in May and oth|r books I submit Ihat the rul^ is^t^iat newspaper rejiorls 
should be a true aiyi correct jiicture of the ^actjtal hapj)ening8 aJ‘d no 
other picture should be given which may be* misleading and unfounded. 

I submit if this Editorial note of •“Basumati” hi^s in any way reflected 
on the prestige of the House, .the ne^6f report the “vStatesman” has 
affectod the* {)reatige and the dignity of the members and. of the House 
too to a great extent and I expect a ruling on this point fiom you.* 

• • 

Mr. fPEAKER: 1 shall consider your point and will give you a 
ruling either on Monday or on Tuesday. 


A point of order regarding allocation of 4he first hour of the Iniiinees 

to questions. 

Ai-Ha] Maulana Dr. 8ANAULLAH: 1 rise to a point of ordpr, #- 
Sir. Rule 22jof the Rule« and Standing Orders provide that the first 
hour shall be avSilable for an*swering queiTtions.* To^ay wS have had 
only 15 minutes (fevoted to them. • * • • 

Mr. SPEAKER. Dr. Sanaftillah, I would advif% you to^nbte that it 
is desirable for us not only to be lawyers and advocates but also fo be^ 
jurists. I .suppose Dr. Sanaullah will agree with me whej^i^flay that 
it is necessaiy to stick to the underlying principle tiro few* rather 
then to allow its mere phraseoltfgy^to have effect. The Speaker has 
absolute discretion in^the exercise of his power’to see that the debate 
is carried en in a reasonable manner. Considering the fact that the 
time of ^]|i*House is so short and also the fact that various other matters 
are so often raised, 1^ think I shall not be justified in dragging on the 
questions bevond the usual time that I have been allowing to them. 
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Mr. A^DUR rAhMAN 8UIDIQI: Is there any specific provision, 
Sir, under whif^j/ the Speaker has got the discretion , 

Mr. SPEAKER; Order, order: Mr. SiddicK should have known by 
this time that even though ope hour rule is thqre in case there are no 
(Supplementary ^[uesVions and cthe questions are over before the first 
hoiir, the ruie does not intend that I should postpone the debate with- 
out taking up the next businesi^. *I do not think that this rule is man- 
datory that the first hour entirely must be devoted /o questions. It 
says that the first hour shall be available for question and I would inter- 
pret it to mean that the first hour will be available fon questions if the 
Six^aker thinksi that jt is reasonable to carry oq with questions up to 
,that period provided there are*' sufficient supplementary questions. I 
do not think that it i?i a mandatory jirovision that .the Speaker must 
allow the entire frrst.hour for questions. 

R^rding Mr. SpjBilkar’s conUnt to an adjournnient motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: *T was just l(K)king, forward to the 
moment' when I could^clraw your, attention to the adjournment motion 
of which h notice has been given by a member of this party. May I 
know what is the present j^sitidn wuth regard to the motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am considering the*p()int as to whether ! should 
give my consent or not, the reason therefor being that when the notice 
was given for the first,ytime it was not moved. Then, on the se'cond 
occasion it was also not brought, in. 1 have been seriously considering, 
whether in "the circumstances I should give my consent to it. 1 shall 
consider the point further to ‘see whether consent should be given on 
Monday nexh 

t 

THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 
FOR 1937-38. 

bEMANET'FOR aRAHT. 

> 

ID— Fores^. 

MINISTER ill charge of the F0RE3T and EXCISE DEPARTMEIfT 
(the Hon’ble Mt. Prasanna Deb Raikat): On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sunii of Rg. 11,27,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forests.^’ 

Under the previous constitution forests including the preservation 
of game were a provincial matter but the powers of ;l;he Provincial 
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Legislatures to make cliaftges in fores t^Law were limited. the pre- 
sent constitution, however, this limitation has beei» rel^^^ved. 

Another important effect of the introduction of Provincial autonomy 
is that recruitment of o^cer# to the Indian Forest ^Service has ceased. 
It is contemplated, therefore, to fdrm a npw Provincial Fonest Service, 
from which the higlier posts in the l^e{)ariinenif wiM cven^ally 1)6 
filled ; and to make arrangements, in consultation witl; the^Governmfent 
of India, for the training of recruits»to this new service at Dehra Dun. 
These and other ^illied mattft-s are subjects in which all Provinces are 
interested and i1 isb desirable that tlu'u* should be unilonnilv* with 
regard to the organisation and training of Provincial Forest Services 
throughout India. The (iov^rnnient of Indja have sug^^ste’d, and this* 
Government have agreed that there shoidd be a conference next October,^ 
of Provincial representatives, to discuss reorganisation proposals and 

secure uniformity. * * ♦ 

• • * 

The most important qyegtion of policy with whjch this Dei>artnv“ut 
are now confronted is how' to tackle ^le evils resulting from the j^radual 
disappearance o^‘ the forests of Western Beitgak • These evils are soil 
erosion, decrease in ^fertility of the soil and mc^e frequent occurrence 
of flood and d]g)Ught. It is admitted by afl leading authorities that 
the evils consequent on wholesale ^l^s4 met ion of ♦forests are very great 
indeed. Experience has been ^similar ir.^tlns resyect all over the world, 
and all progressive Government nowadays are taking acUvi^ steps not 
only to conserve existing forests, but to realfoiesl d(‘nud(‘d ai'eas. *S<)il 
erosion means that the fertile top of layer c.oniaining tlyi> essential 
humus is washed away leaving the infertile sub-.soil exjiosed. When 
rain falls on such land, the water (pyckly ruiis off, inijtead of soak- 
jng into the ground. T4ie result is hfavy flooding in *the rains, with 
destruction of crops; utter drying up of the soil in the dry season; 
diminution in the flow of springs* and pefennial sti'eams; silting up of 
rivers; and the drying up even of large rivers, difiing^*the Summer. 
All this is accompanied by decrease in the average humidify of the air, 
and increased evaixuation .from the surface of the soil owing to iho 
greater dessica^ii^ effect of th^ wind; by increafyng severity, of climate 
and by gi’adual diminution of cultivation. The final and inevitable 
result, in semi- artd regions, is thaf desert conditions supervene, alid 
the population rapidly decreases. Teiracing fof Jiaddy cultivation to 
-some extent* counteract the evils of forest destruction a;# the rijjges 
hold up the water, and allow it to soak into the sub-soil. Blit there 
are large areas in West Bengal Vhich have been, or are tided, 

without any terracing to hold up the rain water. ^Thdse areas contain 
eitlier timber or fire- wood or even good grazing for cattle. 

• 

It is a ngatter*of common knowledge that floods are more common 
and serioi^in Burdwan di.strict than they used to be. fThe Damodar 
in particular has degenerated. Its bed has silted up, and it shows a 
tendency to come down to disastrous flood whenever thefe is heavy rain 
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in the ca^unent area of the wf'er. This deterioration in the Damodar 
is very largely JLne^io the destruction of forests in the hills of Bihar, 
where the river has its source. , • 

The Bihar Govei-nmeat has takear up re-affc^restation in earnest, and 
tas ma^ succ^sfy^ experiipfents in renovating denuded land. 

'It is hop«>d that these measures taken in a sister Province will con* 
tiaue. But this province must follow suit, in the interests of the 
people, and to prevent what may eventhally amount to a national 
disaster. • ^ 

Some forest owners in West Bengal are taking a certain amount of 
care with their forests. Othe^rs, however, are gradually destroying 
their ow'ii valuable property or allowing it to be destroyed. 

They are like who live on their c^lpilal,^ instead of making 

pioident investment and living on the inlerfest. Unfortunately their 
loss ds afso the lossW the State. A nationar asset is being, wasted, for 
once a tract of forest been deunded, it is a very exiiensive matter to 
re-afforest. Prevention in this case is better than ciir^. It is sounder 
policy to take steps iii g'ood time cto preserve what remain^ than to 
allow tlie whole countryside to W laid bare and then have to spend 

crores on ’undoing the mischief^ 

* « < * 

This is the existing state of affairs, and Government hte anxiously 
considering What slio'uld be (\one, and how the state can effectively 
intervene in the interest of the country and tlie people as a whole. 

Government liave not yet decided on the proiier line of action, but 
in the meantihre they are collec^iing facts and, figures about the coudi- 
dition and •manageiAent of private forests in West Bengal, and a pro- 
vision of Ivs. 2,120 has Wn made indhe current year’s budget for this 
purpose. In, this <connection. Sir, let me inform the House that we 
have decided, ’u) apinunt a committee to investigate into the matter. 

• Preservation of Gamy . — The next imjwrtant question that is receiv- 
ing the Ji/tentioji of t,he department at •present is tl|jp *preservation of 
wild life. This is a matter of world wide interest and there have been 
c<fnferences recently, all over the world. In 103b, an afi-India Conference 
on the sulqect was IfcM at Ikdhr. It ha?^l ecu generally agreed in such 
conferences •’that the present game laws should be tightened up with a 
view to protect the rarer and more valuable forms of wild life from 
extinctiSj’^nd thi^t stricter control should be exercised over the acti- 
vities of sportsnfen and shfkaris. Th^^ Forest Department of Bengal are 
endeavouring to arrai^e for this 'stricter control. It is hoped that in 
these efforts they will receive increa.sing suppovt from public opinion. 

Now, Sir/ I come to the budget. Previously Forest *fsjpenditure 
used to be shown under three heads, viz.: — (1) ‘*8— -Forest’* represent- 
ing revenue expenditure, (2) “52A — Forests — CapitaJ outlay not 
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charged to revenue’' repiesenting capi^^l expendittire and Jfb) ‘'8A— 
Forest — Capital outlay charged to revenue” showing the capital expen- 
diture ultimately me4 from Provincial revenues. IntereA was charged 
for capital expenditure even ft were from Provincial revenues. This 
commercial system of forest accosnting was Introduced fft)m 1927-28 
under the orders of th*e Secretary of Stlfcte. Rec^ntlfr, how^^er, the 
system has been changed throughout .India. With effect from the 
budget for 1937-38, capital expenditure is no longer to lx? separately 
shown in the budget, excej^ where such expenditure is iiicuned from 
borrowed loans. Np forest expenditure during the year 1937-38* is to 
be incurred from borrowed loans and hence no capital expenditure has 
been separately shown in the current year’s budget estimate. * 

Estitnated expenditure for the year *1937-38 . — the total demand for 
1937-38 is^Rs. 11,27,000. the totgl expenditYo, inclusive of the* 
charged expenditure requh'ed to defray exi)enses fta, connection with the 
management of the toreft Department, is Rs. 15 lakhs and 93 thousand 
againsi the^ budget and the* revised estimates of Ks. 15 lakhfi uikK 42 
thousand and Rs. 14 lakhs and 99 thousand tesyectively for 1 536-3?. 
Thus, there is %in increase in the current year’s estimate by Rs. 94 
thousand^as compared to the revise^ estimate forfthe year 1930-37. The • 
increase is mainly due to the follo'^ipg items ? * 

Es. 

(1) Revision of the working plans gf the forests 
of the Darjeeling and^ the Kurseong Forest 

Divisions • ... • 18,900 

(2) Revival of the second post of Conservator of 

of Forests, Benga] • * ..^ * 31,361 

(3) Formation of a Working Plan Division * ... * 1,335 

(4) Collection of information regarding cutting*of 

forests in Western Bengal * ... • 2,120 

(5) Permanent staff in the office oi the Forest * 

Utilisation Officer * * 554* 

(6) Deputatftm of three Forest Officers to* the** * 

Forest Research Institute and* College at Dehra • . 

Dun for a refresher course * , . ... 1,000 • 

(7) Charrges in England * * ... , *71,000 

• 

Total *... ^^3eP^270 

• * 

With regard to (1), the preparation of foiest working plans ip, 
commercially speUkin^, one of the most important matters in forest 
managem^. Without up-to-date working plans, no systematic manage- 
ment or dommercial exploitation of the forests is possible. Each Forest 
Division has its own Vorking plan which has to be peritxlically revi.sed 
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(geuerall^ after 10 years). J'ke revision of the working plans for 
Darjeeling and {Lur/ieong Forest Divisions being now due, provision for 
the purpose has been made in the current year’s budget. 

Revival ^^of the t-secopd post of Conservatc^' of Forests ^ Bengah — 
Regarding (2). — Prior to M^y 1933, there were two Conservators of 
forests ‘hi Beng^al— ^one in change of the Northern Circle and the other 
in ‘charge of’ the* Southern Circle. As a result of the recommendation 
of the Bengal Ret nncltnient ('^)ni%utfee, 11132, the post of the second 
Conservator of Forests, Bengal, was held^in abeyancrj for three years 
with effect from the 26th May 1933 with the approval of the Secretary 
of State foi;. India. The intention however w^as that the post should be 
revived when there w,a8 an improvement irf Prpvincial revenues or when 
.there wcje definite signs of inc,iease of .forest revenue. These con- 
ditions have now W/i fulfilled. 'Th^ forest . levenue hao steadily 
inijnoved since riKf2^43, and there .was a net surplus of Rs. 4 lakhs 
43 , thousand during 1935-36. In Septen^her 1935, the Conservator 
of Bengal, subniittell a ,proixisal urging the revival of the 

pbst of second (V)nse¥V 7 itor in Bengal," and after very careful considera- 
tion, it wai^ decided br the previous Government to accept this proposal. 

The reason which influenced Government was that dhe aiha of the 
Bengal Govern ment fu’(‘sls was Hfo Ihnje foi' out* ('onscuvator and that, 
in consequence insjHjctjon and ^viix?rvi8ion were inadequate. This view 
was strongly i pressed by the Inspedor-General of Forest^?, who urged 
that* in no other Province was so large and scattered an area under one 
Conservator. Goverwiinent had every reason to believe that the 
ap])ointment of the second Conservator would result in considerable 
improvement in forest rianagempnt and consequently in forest revenue. 
The post therefore ^was revived, with effect ff*oni the 1st March 1937' 
with the a}>proval of the Government of India. 

Regarding (3).— As already stated, the systematic management of 
forests is enfirely dependent on working plans carefully prepared and 
periodically revised. The evisting arrangement for compilation of 
wo'rking jdans for divisfons is that the work is entnisted to the Divi- 
sional Foi rst Officers in addition to their Ordinary duti^. This arrange- 
ment however is not satisfaqt(U‘y. ^The work of preparing and revising 
>vf)rking plans is highly si>ecialised afid involves considerable field work, 
besides (collection ajul tabula itl)!! of data obtained from recx)rds of 
experime?its*Vxt ending over many years and observations on the ground. 

' It is iH^t jiossible ‘for a Divisional Forest Officer to prepare an efficient 
working and gt the same time to manage his division eflSciently. 
Experience has sfhown this*conclusivelv, l>oth in Bengal and elsewhe^’e. 
Other Provinces have ..already formed working plan Circles under a 
^Conservator of Forests. The Bengal Forest DejSartirient h^ve decided, 
for the present not to adopt this more expensive arrangem^, but to 
form a Working Plan division under an oflScer oMhe rank of Divisional 
Forest Officer. . ‘ 
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Regarding (4). — Already explained,^ 

Forest Utilisation officer. — Regarding (5). — BefereMOBl, a post of 
Forest Utilisation Officer existed but work was done oy a Divisional 
Forest Officer in addition to hts own duties — an unsatisfaetors urruiige- 
iiient. The duties of lliis officer ike like those of tlie AVorking Flan 
Officer, of ii specialised hud, and are difficult and h^)ork)us. Djs main* 
function is to find markets for forest produce. He has to nuike arrange- 
ments with railways for the supply of sleepers and with merchants for 
the supply of timber and aaiscellaneous forest produce — even more 
important sources of .forest revenue than sleepers. He has also toAnake 
arrangements, on behalf of Divisional Forest Officers, with railways and 
steamer companies as regards freight. In other words, ha is the depart- * 
mental salesman. The*F(Jrest Department is a coiftmercial concern and ^ 
must have an efficient sales o^ganisQtjioiu It became very obvious that 
Divisional foreijt Officers -could n’ot look* after thXij'*f(ti*ests and at the 
same time make all* the •‘arrangement for the sale of forest ]>roduce. 
Ill 1931, therefore, a whffic^tiine officer wa.s ap|>oi<itetl as tlid Fwi^st 
Utilisation tlfficer. In 1932, the, Bdngal ljc4renchment (Vmimittee 
recommended tliat the ])OHt should be abolished. Government could 
not agree to this draeHic retrenchment but uml^rtfiok to’w^tch the work 
ot this otficei’ vA’y closely and to abylish the jiflst if the ^esult^> of his 
work were not satisfactory. In the end, howevA*, the utility of this 
whole-lime jiost was conclusively estahWstied. Shftistics regarding sales 
o^' fore.st ])roduce effected through the agency of this o^icer dining 
1932-19‘lo will illustrate this:-* — 

• nis. 


For the year ending February ^1932 
For 1932-33 
For 1933-34 
For 1934-35 


, 17,000 
1,^3,255 
2,56,362 
3,88,083 


Fventually it was decided by Goveniment that tl^e i>ost should be retail- 
ed peimanently^ with effect. from 1st Noveml>er 1935 and there is no 
doubt whatever that this decision was from Vvery point* of view sound. 

Having decided*to make the jHisi fKTmanent, Government must alj^D^ 
see that the Forest Utilisation Offic>e ^ property l>rgani8ed. During 
l.hc ex j»erimelital j)eriod, the l^orest Utilisation officer cariiied on Jhe 
work somehow with only one typist clerk. It is now proposed to allow 
hi]n a permanent estahlisliment bf one Ranger, two clerks^ atitt\ three 
peons. • » 

"Refresher course for Forest Officers*. — ^Regarding (6). — The refresher 
course is intended 4or existing officers and for a period of a fortnight . 
only. Not Vore than three officers in a year are to be deputed for the 
course. .estimated expenditure of Rs. 1,000 represents the travel- 
ling allowance of the officers to be deputed. * 
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influence over their pafties, I ani if raid the result will 
important matters like “Other TjJxes and Dutieb’\^in which the 
Tobacco Tax issue has been^rajsed and “Mi8cellaneous’^ and “Porta 
and Pilotage”, where If^our^issues have been^raistikd, willjiave to be 
locked out. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 bSg to move 

that the demand of Rs. 11,27,000 uiifler.tbe head “Forests” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, in oirder to raise a discussion about inethciency of the 
departmental work t)f exploitation of forest produce. 

J have at thb same time to move motion No. 800, ^viz.’, that the* 
said demand be reduced b^' Rs. 31,361 ip orfler to ?educe establishment. 

Sir, whatever may be tile old. and approved budget practice* I 
maintain fliat forests 'in* Bengal cannot be pr^>,arl> described as n 
major head of revenue. •Tinder the head “Forest” our i^evenue never 
exeeced Rs. 30 lakhs exCe^t for a brieS spell, of** 4 years ali(^ e/ten 
went below twenty. What is thi^ amount coAn^syed with the ainouift 
of Rs. .40 lakhs* and more earned by the TTnited .P^vincx's or the Cen- 
tral Provinces or Madras, or 50 lakhs ^and more earned by 
Bombay? Wh?n therefore, our, province and provincial eAtablish- 
ini'uiH in the Forest Department are conyiared wilii the other provinces, 

1 think only misleading statefhents alid lA fair, comparisons are made. 
Yet, Sir, 1 do believe that our forests are im) negligible asjiets. 
Extending over nearly 11 tl^usand square niiles^ and covering about 
more than 14 per cent, of the total area of the province, teeming with 
a large variety of valuable timber and producing almost an inexhaust- 
ible supply of fuel, not speak of a Variety of^niiuor ’produce which 
yields thousands, if not lakhs, of rupees, certainly our forests are 
II (jt an‘ insignificant proposition. 'That is' quite truB, but at the same 
time we find that where nature has Wn bountifi?!, mnii has been 
bungling and bungling grievously. ' 

Now, Sir, let us consider the Mork of (be expliJitation of tbe 
forests. Of tie *total area uhder Forests, ne%rly o©ue-thft’d — about 
3,500 miles forms the unclassed ^ forests. 3’his area has mev^r 
been tapped, never been developed and not evep l^eeii fully surveyed.* 
In the remaining two-thirds, our exploixition of fofest work is limited, 
and it is just for that purpose that we maintain i a disproportioiiaCely 
heavy establishment and we maintain it not to earn revonqcj as I 
shall presently show, but rather to eat up^ all our ■f 9 resi? mirfiluses. 
Ouj’ forests are truly going to be * very big service tenure and nothing 
more. Take, for instance, the work of departmental exploitation d 
forest produce. In spnte of all the praise that has been showered on 
the Utilisj^ion Officer the net result is the revised budg<*t for 1936-37 
announces the abandonment of departmental extraction. If depart- 
mental extracti^qn ceases, for what purpose does the Ut^isation Officer 
46 
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•. V 

remain? i.e next his post renBe^'edj.a mere sinecure then? The fact is 
that the prodT^C,!^ of our departmental extraction are far too costly to 
find a market. , " 

t 

Then, Sir, thes6 remarks will apply equally to the work done by 
Government aj?ency in general, to whichever "sphere you may look, 
In( the Forest Department, Sn*, there are two circles — the Northern 
Circle and the Southern Circle. The Northern Circle comprises the 
Darjeeling, the Kurseong, the Kalimpoiig, the Buxa and the Jalpai- 
guri divisions; and the Southern Circle comprises the Sundarbans, 
the Chittagong and the Chittagong Hill Tracts divisions in the main 
and the Dacca -Narayangi^nj Range also. Of the two ciides the 
Northern Circle is the more official rid^den area. But while the 
Northern Circle earned Rs. 10 lakhs or tnore — 1 am referring to the 
report for the year^l^^-3G, which is the latest' report ^vailkble and in 
that rej>ort you will see that the Northern Circle raised a revenue of 
Rs.^ 0,48, 000 — the 'dotal expenditure was' as much as Rs. 8,83,000, 
yielding a Hiirplus of on^y Rs. 1,0-*), 000. Not to speak of the Southern 
Circle, l^ut taking th^ Sunderbans Division alone, 'i will be seen 
that it raised Rs. <3, *13, 000 but as the expenditure was Rs. 3,05,656 
only th“ surplus was Rs. 12,601. Thus, tlie Sund'erbans Division 
— only (fue division ^of the Southern Circle — which got the least 
benefit of government'* agemesy 'work, yielded more surplus than the 
whple of the Northeipi Circle. Not only that. Looking to the North- 
ern Circle in particular what do we see?~ Compare Buxa with Jalpai- 
guri, Buxa had the benefit of larger Government agency work; 
in spite of that the Jalpaiguri Division, though nearly half as big as 
Buxa, yielded in 19‘ffi-36 Rs.* 2,89,000, but Buxa twice as big as 
Jalpaiguri yielded 8nly Rs. 3,27,000. What is more in Buxa there' 
was an expenditure of Rs. 1 ,98,000 and hence it yielded a surplus of 
Rs. 1 ,29,00(\ only. As against that the Jalpaiguri Division in spite of 
its lesser area' and revenue yielded a surplus of Rs. 1 ,60,000. That, Sir, 
is the value of our Government agency work. Surely this is a plan 
of devouring the yield and surplus of forest revenue, and not a plan 
of developing ofil' forest at ‘all. And in tlie present cum stances the 
eftablisliment is absorbing <50 to 60 per cent, of tfie^total expenditure 
‘im against 40 per .^ent. spent for' the development*, of the forests. 
Certainly'* there can''be no ju.stification for such heavy expenditure to 
run the ndministrati(fn at the cost of the forests themselves. 

With, these wrearks. Sir, let me pass on to the question of the 
new appointments and the new’ servic es that are going to be provided 
{or in the budget. liet me take the heaviest item relating to the 
second Conservator of Forest. This appointment means a recurring 
expenditure of more than Rs. 30,000 a year. The Hon’ble Minidter 
in charge has deliberately attempted to mislead the House about this 
appointment. ‘ T^et me re-state what hr says. 19[e says that before 
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1932 our forests had tw(^ conservaWs# Jmt he forgets to ^11 us oae 
thing, viz., that our forests were u^er the supervision^ of one conser- 
vator all along and that it wa^s only in the year 1927 tha/ the Secretary 
bf State in view of the larg§ revenue that was yielded in that year 
and in view of the in^stence of the Inspe?*tor-fteneral * of Forests 
sanctioned the appointment of the secomt* Conser>nitof. Tli€b ,post of 
the second Conservator of Forests hai only a brief span of life for 
four or five years only. There was* a Second Consers’ator only from 
19l27 to 19^32. Now what mis tlie recommendation of the Retrench- 
ment Committee — the Swan Committee — regarding this very appoint- 
ment? Permit jnb, Sir, to read the paragrapli from the Report as it 
will make everything clear. .“Formerly” the Re]>^rt “the forest* 
divisions of Bengal formed one circle ander one conservator. For a* 
long time the Department *had bc^n • jiressing .on Government the 
desirability of dividing* the province into two cntfk'sf” because more 
jiersons could be providdVl with high salaries if the forests could lie 
divided into two circles *wTth a conservator fiir *each. The* |^eport 
( ontinues: “Tlie surplus of ro*'enue over, •exji^enditure rose froiiJ 
Rs. 8 lakhs in 1919-20 to Rs, 10 lakhs in Pe>20. and^Rs. 14 lakhs in 
1920-27. ^With thes^ figures before it the scheme for tlie appointment 
of a Second Conservator was accept#!^ hy (Jovernmcnt with thV sanc- 
tion of the Se(!retary of State and p^t into e:^e( t from November 
1927”. So,, before tliat there was no Second* Conservator. Up to 

1929- fK) the department continued to ^how a ^ulistantial surpfu«. 
But the receijits fell trom R-f. 30 lakhs in 1927-2^ to Rs. 1^1 lakhs in 

1930- 31 and now tlie receipts liavc fallen furtlicr to Rs. 18 lakh« 
onl^ . 

• * . * 

, (At this stage the iiiefiiher reaidied jlie time-Wnyt.) 


Mr. SPEAKER; 

minutes. 


Mr. Rai Clmndhurit you can* have another fiv« 


Rai HARENDRA NATO CHAUDHURI; •Here !• may remind 
the House, thaflt Um Swan* Cc^nmittee made th%ir i»(?f)ort '#hen our 
forest revenue s4'Ood at Rs. 23 laJ^hs, ]>«t now it has dropjxvl 
Rs. 18 lakhs. - YA this is how th^ Swan (lompiit^ concluded their* 
recommendation ^ • • 

* • 

“In these circumstances, we do not consider fiiat.the retention of 
the second post of Conservator "can be justified, and we^pcommend 
that it should be dispensed with until the earnings of*t,he depaftment 

again approach the figures of 192?-2fF and* 1926-27.^' 

• • 

Now, Sir, the question is what were the earnings of the depart- 
ment in 1921^-27? In 1926-27 they were about Rs. 31^24,000; the 
.vear befoi^p 925-26) eve had a revenue of Rs. 28,56,000 and not 
I^s, 18 lakhs 23 thousands which has been budgeted this vAur Tn 
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earn the Avenue ol Rs. 28 lakl^s ^ thousands in 1925-26 there was an 
expenditure ofionly Rs. 12,33,0frj0 and not Rs. 16 lakhs to earn 
18 lakhs as we have budgeted this year.^ We had therefore a surplus 
of Rs. 16,23,000 in the year 1925*26^ and in 1926-27 as we had a 
revenue of^Rs. 31,24,000 and an Expenditure of Rs. 13,90,000, we 
had! a surplus fif ni^arly Rs? ^7,34,000. Do wh budget for a surplus 
of* Rs. 16 lakhs or Rs. 17 lakhs this year? Not at all. We now 
budget for a suiplus of only Rs. /3 lakhs odd and yet we are going to 
provide for a second conservator. In \*iew of th^ definite recom- 
inencfation of the Swan Committee there can be, no justification for 
the revival or retention of this })ost and I suggest *’ that it should be 
abolished altogether.^ ^ 

*• With these remarks I cominend my (;jit motion to the acceptance 
of the House. ^ , 


.Mauj^vi AZH ARGALI: Sir, forest is, a jsource of income to the 
Goverameut. From our very X-^ung life we have been given to 
understand that ihe^'ForCst, Kx(;ise,"and Stam})s are the main sources 
of revenue to the Government. Now living in politics when w’e turn 
to llie pages of tlie l)udget estiiilates we find that ^our id-a of the 
earlier djjys is not g«ing to be realised. We find that the forests are 
not yielding as much, as we ( -ft u, expect,, They are nature’s bountiful 
gift, we can say; l^ut whal do we expect from Government? We 
expect tliat'with a small expenditure we should get a greater revenue 
by which ctlie counti’y may l>e Ibenefited. But what the Government 
are actually doing? We find that the Forest Department is kept only 
to maintain kSouic higdi-salarie(J ofhcers, and most of tlie income is 
swallowed uj) in Hf.e ' administration of the ‘Forest Department. We 
know^ that forests giA’^e us timbers, bamboos, straws, stones, and many 
other things, (llai Harknuha 5s^ATn CiiAUuuuiti : Honey.) (A 
voice: Ev^n white elejdiants!) Yes, as my friends say, honey, 
elephants, ami many other Jcinds of Avild animals. But what is the 
Department doing? There are eon tractors who, practically, make 
some Hor^.- of arduiiigeiient,,.if I am permitted to say tso; by which they 
i^anage to got properties A%orth a^huge amount, paying only a nominal 
revenue to Government. If we compare the for^k income of this 
Government with Dmt of • tb^c owners, of private forests, under the 
Rajas in Assam, w^ can safely say that the Government of Bengal 
are pi^actically lieglecting this Department. These forests are practi- 
cally det^ »t© iiatUr/C, and what is left after the ravages done by nature 
or climatic intfuences, Government .go there to pick it up. We hear 
^rom the Hon’ble Minister that' a second Conservator of Forests is 
required, but we do not find the necessity fof a second Conservator, 
if we go thiough the report of the Retrenchment Committee. * No 
doubt, the forests of Bengal are scattered ovef a big area‘-^ractically 
over the whole province of Bengal. The duty df a Conservator is not 
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such that an increase in Ihe numbA of ^Conservators will ii^prove the 
area under forests or the mana^mlnt of the Departmeiiti 

In nay humble opinion, I wcyild like to sugisrest that, instead of 
increasing the number ^of (Conservators, the^nunj:)er of ^responsible 
officers of some lower grades, who can tjike over the direct manage- 
ment and control of the forests, should ^be increased. Tlier^ is grosl 
mismanagement in collection, as well hs in the cutting* of timbersi 
We have heard a long list given by the lion’ble Minister 

(At this stag# the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 

his seat. ) • 

« 

Mr. PRABHUDAYAL i/lMATSINCKA: Mk Spoaker. Sir, mv* 
honourable friend Rai Haremlra Natjh Chaudhuri was pointing out the* 
heavy exjfeiuWjure incurred by the Forest l|epartment. He also 
pointed out why t^ie pi)8t of Second Conservator of Forests was 
unnecessary. He also d»ew your attention to th<i vSwan Committte’s 
report, but*l>efore he concluded, unfortunatel;^, his time was tti^. T, 
Sir, want to ccmtinue from where he stopped. ‘The Swan Committee 
further rei)orted thai. 22 supt^rior officei^ w^c^ihk b^ n^ce^sary, but we , 
find froffi tin* budget estimates tliat 29 sujx'vior odicors ]ia,ve been 
retained. Not only has their nurnbei* not bwm ^’educed, bu4 we find 
that the Hon’ble Minister has^ suggeM#d ihat the post of tlie Utiliza- 
tion Officer ‘should also be madte permanent, arthjpugh the Swan Com- 
mittee recommended that thi^; post should be abolislied. So, what is 
the position now, if you look to the gross incom? and gro.fs expendi- 
ture? The forests produce timber, grass, elephants, and other kinds 
of animals, which also are include^i^ under ‘the hepd “Forests”. 
Government, themselves* sell property worth *a bout Its. •18,90,000, 
and to effect this sale of property wortli^ about lakhs they spend 
about 16 lakhs, and yet the Hon’ble Minister has tfld u^ that this is 
a Department which is run on commercial lines. Ask ai^ commercial 
house and it will condemn outright the sale of properties worth , 
19 lakhs with 16 lakh^ (sic). Formerly, the el^penditure on * 
conservancy and bn heads for*the improvement Vf fcrrt'sts vfas in the 
proportion of thr^e-fifths to two-fiiths ^iir salary. But what do we 
find in the present budget? We find that more, tiian 51 per cent, of* 
the expenditure, Uc., 9 lakhs,* is spenl^ merely oft establ^slfment. I 
am sorrj^ Sir, the percentage is 54; I was w'roi/^ in mentioning* 51 ^ 
only. About 6 lakhs only is spent on the improvement and coiiservi^ 
tion, etc., of forests. So, the proportion ntjw is jUst.rev^rV. ‘Wliat 
us^d to be spent on the improvemei^t of forests and their pfoduces 
and products is now kept at the same figure, ITut the establishment 
charge has mcreased considerably, so much so that it comes to about 
54 ‘per ce^ I do not think, Sir, you will find any othef department, 
whether in ^ny commercial house or anywhere else, where such a 
heavy establi sapient is kept. As a matter of fact, I tiiink there are 
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a number\f districts where expenditure is iftoxe than the 'income. I 
do not know,fS?r, Vhy the number of the fuperipr’ officers cannot be 
reduced. More than one district whv*h'ar6 leas important from the 
point of view of forest DepartinenJ may placed ij? charge of one 
forest Officer Divisional ^Iforest Officer^ ^ I think that is done in some 
provinces, Bihar frlr examples and I do hot see any ’reason why that 
should not fee done in Bengal*. It ife absolutely necessary that the 
establishment charges should he Veduced^so that there may be more 
net savings to this province that we find at the present moment. The 
Ilon’ble Minister has t(dd us that when the gross income was 33 lakhs 
. establishment cost about 15 lakhs. So, there is no r^alkon wl^y, when 
the gross revenue 1ms fallbn fpm 33 lakhs . to nearly 18 lakhs, the 
‘ same exjmnditure on establishment, and o#i such other heads should be 
kept u]). If your j^icome has decreased, you should rt^duce your 
ex])eiiditure in the' same i)roport»ion. Assaui has done the same 
thiog. ».As a matter of fact, there are cert* iiv dV^partments, and I think 
the Hon’hle Minister „knows itj' having some connexioh with the 
business — 1 mean tile' sleeper business^ — railway sleepers and not the 
slippers that we piVt' «:n pur feet — which seem to be wasteful. They 
sell smpll quantities of sleepers for whicli they emp^-oy officers and 
8U])ervis(>rs for the ‘preparatiori * of sleepers and for their disposal. 
They do not take into acc()u/lt» the la/'ge expenditure in preparing 
these slep])ers in su|j>ervision,, etc., and the department 'tries to com- 
pete with ordinary Im.sinessmen and other contractors. And the result 
is that ‘ « 

(At tliis stage, the inemher, having readied the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) ‘ ^ » 

, e ‘ * * 

Khan Bahadur .Mauivi F/\ZLUL. QUADIR: Sir, at the very out- 
set I beg to ^ointvout to the House that the total income of the Depart- 
ment is lls,^ >8,23,000 and the total expeiid*iture Rs. 15,93,000, leaving 
a surplus »of Rs. 2,30,000 for the current year. There is a gradual 
increase of expenditure as will appiear from' page YIII of the Explana- 
tory Meihoramltmi. During the year* 1930-37 the* expenditure was 
Bs. "14,93,000, while the exjvmditure proposei} for 1937-38 is 
'Es. 15,93,000. This, means just an increase of a lakh of rupees over 
the figuiV pf last ytar, and' 'f^Tis expenditure is, as has been explained 
to-day, prabably due to a provision being made for a second Conserva- 
tor of( Forests, for which an extra allotment of Es. 31,301 has been 
made,’' ai-d *Tor ,otlfer new works and improvements. To justify the 
appoiuHmeiit 4)f the additional Cpnservator, the Hon’ble Minister .has 
©aid that there has been an increase in receipts also, but, Sir, we 
find no increase in receipts as compared with the figures of 1935-36, 
1936-37. The receipts for the j'ear 1935-36 amounted to BJs*.^2O,lO,0OO, 
and for 1936-37, Es. 18,13,000. It apjjears, tfeerefore, that there has 
been a decrease in receipts amounting to Es. l,97,00jp during these 
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two years, but, Sif, in «pite of Ub^second CoifServntor/of Forests 
has l^een appointed. ' If, Sir, this second Conservator had not been * 
appointed, the probable savjng of Rs. 2,30,000 coulfl^have been in- 
creased. I dA not ihink^ that* for an income of 2 lakhs, Government 
are justified realiziii^ ‘lls. 18* lakhs fron/ the* poor ift^asantry of 
Bengal so as to pay atout Es. 15 lakhvS*to the ofljceifi of tl\p. Depaii- 
ment. • « • 

Sir, before the introduction of Ihe» Forests Act forests used to be 
managed by th% khas mahals. I think, therefore, that the Forests 
Department should be abolished and transferred to the kbas mahal 

under the Collebtor as before. 

• * * 

In this connexion, I* would like t# sp<»ak a lew words about tlie 

oppit‘ssion of the forest otficers— riiurtlcularly 1 want to draw your 
attention to tiie sufferings of Ihe poor peasaift^* ija tin* district of 
(liiltagong. These podi* agriculturists have to pass sleepless night 
aftei- nigl^t in the fields* in order to •protecvt, their crops •fronf the 
lavages of wild animals. Thesa people sleeb op the inachan to pro- 
tect their crbps in the cold of November, and December. The 
depieda^ion that is* most dangerous is that oi the elephants, which 
turn out into the fields during l\pj#P^e8t times.* There are insiances of 
some people having l)eeii killed in thp paddy fields in the •district of 
Chittagong, . but neither the *Fore8ts* Dejlartmeut nor the Government 
Lave taken any steps to prevent these animals frXm comigg down tlpon 
the agriculturists and damiifeing their crops or even killing them. 
Then, Sir, there are thousands of pigs there, and it is very difficult 
to protect the crops from them. The people ^of the locality or the 
^ agriculturists are prohiiiited from entering th<j reserv^i forests with 
guns without licence to kill wild elephants or oflher aniirtals with a 
Niew to protect their crops. ’UAder th^ Cattle Trespass Act, people 
can seek relief in the criminal courts, but in thif caso where pigs, 
elcjihants, and other wild animals come out of the forosts and cause 
ha voc with crops there is. no relief of any kind, for po case will* lie* 
before any ccuirt of law acd po compensation \jill be awarcjed by that 
court. * 

(Cultivators are also greatly handicapped on^agcount of the oppres- 
sions of forest officers. 

There is another thing. Even when these wild animals enter* 
into their fields for damaging*cropg, the people cannot ^jll ^^eni or 
knock them down then and there; if they enter •the forests, the 
ctiltivators cannot pursue them and kill them for in that case they 
will come under the law. , ‘ * 

* Again^^ir, the border line between a reserve for^t and paddy 
fields, etc.^ is not cleared annually, for people are prohibited from 
clearing the iungle Vhich grow rapidly along this bdrder line. The 
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result is wat wild animals ve^ frequently jump upon the cultivators 
» in the paddy fields from the jungW/ and cause damage to both life and 
property. * * f « 

« 

There is anothc?;^ point. As I have s^d, ^rests encroached upon 
agricultural land and thousa/ids of acres of arable land have thus 
cbme to'hrave be?n included in, the reserve forest: this has reduced the 
extent of cuKivation. So that,* while the population goes on increas- 
ing by leaps and bounds, their, sj/nere of earning their livelihood is 
being restricted by this unnecessary absorption of cidtivable land by 
the forests. While the animals run from the juhgle to the paddy 
' field or othfr crop field and destroying the crop, agaiu run away into 
the jungle if ahy po^on b^iase them and*' by ohance enter into the 
jungle they are liable to prosecution. Sq., Sir, the position is very 
difficult, especially for the people* of the villages adjacent to the 
jungle. 

• 0* ^ 

* ' r 

. H. FERGUSON; Mr. Speaker, 1 had no intention to take part 

in this debate this morping, but the honourable member Who moved this 
resolution spoke about fliat .pa/t of North Bengal in' which 1 ht^e spent 
about 28 years of my life. He hay pointed out the small profit made 
by the Forest Department coippared with their expenditure. On 
looking into the figures',! find tha*t the pi*ofit of the Forest Department 
against the eypenditut’e amounts to about 11 per cent. Most business 
houses of this province would be quite glall at the present time if they 
could show* as good a dividend. He has also referred to the large 
receipts during the years ]l)2d-1929 and the fall in the receipts from 1930 
on^yards. ■ , * . 

1 belong to the tea industry and J may say that one of the biggest 
purchasers of forest produce ‘in North Bengal are the tea gardens. 
From 1923 tcf J.92lf all the tea gardens were making good profits and 
as they were lloing very well,^they bought extensively from the Forest 
'Department not* only tifnber, but bamboo and other products. They 
incurred a«’arge expenditure, on the purcbase'of forest products. From 
1930 opwards they struck tlpe depression and their expenditure had to 
be*curtailed with the result that the expenditure on forest produce was 
also curtailed. Tha^fhere wswKa loss ofc revenue during past few 
year* was ndt due to qny fault of the officers of the Forest Department. 

The ^honourable member also referred to the Buxa and Jalpaigun 
divisions. ' "ife srid*that the Buxa division was three times the size 
of the Jalpaiguti division but the profits from the Buxa division wete 
mtich less than that fpm Jalpaiguri division. Buxa division is a poor 
timber area mostly, Vhereas Jalpaiguri division is a rich timber areya. 
In Jalpaiguri \here are a large number of tea gardens ; wMle in the 
Buxa division there are few tea gardens and therefore it has never 
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been properly exploited, particularly ^eca^ise there is*no one t/purchase 
the commodities. 

• 

I should like to inform fhe* House what the Fores f Department 
is now doing in the waji of reaffcy'estation. Any ©ne wh# has gone 
round the forests of North Bengal caniigt hut be sjfrprised at llie^ 
extensive work that is going on there and as a result of I he work 
has been put in Bengal in future years will benefit. * 

One honouralje member^raivsed the question of tlie sale of sal 
sleepers to the railways. Most of the forest ofiicers are my fnends 
and I know thai it is a fact that it has been difficult to ^^et Indian 
Railways to use sleepers from Bengal. IWently^one dr two tenders 
have been receivied from the ^railways ifi Bengal and it is some conso-» 
lation to know that the sal sleepers '^f Bengal are at least being 
appreciated. * , • 

The question of the c«st#of the second (Jonserv^itor also arises and 
has been brought up. No industry'* in the \y)rld‘can be carrd'd on 
without supervision and without some one being r(*sbonsible for directing 
its operation. 1 sometimes feel that i^ is^ j^ell * d'ortli i)ii>ing for a 
directorate to (%rry on the business properly ajid efficient !> fty<l it is 
false economy to cut down the estabfi>?bment in ifny way. WJtli these 
few words I resume my seat. * * * • •• 

MaulanaMD. MANIRUZZ^MAN ISL'AMABaI^I : SpokV in Bengali 
of which the following is an English translation : — « • 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to speak a few words itboiit the unlawful 
oppression and activities of the olficer.# under the Forest' l)p])ar1mont. 
iVople condemn the lapses of the poHce, but ?h<» ofiicers ,umh‘r the 
Forest Department have outstripped even^the police^in this resjieet. I 
have 15 complaints to make, viz.: (1) In the Chittj^ong^Hill Tracis, 
cotton, various kinds of fine timlliers, bamboos, hemp, c»ne and otlier 
things grow in albiindance. The articles are exported from the (diitta- ^ 
gong Hill Tracts to the Chittagong Port down the I#arnatuli river. 
There are three lt)ll -stations \^thin the (dwttagi^ng Hill Tr:»(‘ts. The 
toll or tax payable to the Forest Dyfmrtnient is (collected when.tluj^e 
exported articles pass through the* first station. ^ Colton is yjacked iru 
bamboo baskets and transited either in RpilrtB or raf^s made of .bamboos. 
It is the rule to pay for each basket one pice as, tax and one pici* as 
emolument or bribe for the Babus (officers). No tax* is to be paid at 
the second station, but the emohiments for the Babus art *111 variably 
realized. The third station is phandraglidna. Here too no .toll is 
charged but the one pice for the Babus has toJbe paid without fail. 
Thus, for example*, a person carrying one thousand baskets of cotton to 
the Chittagnng Port has to pay Rs. 15-10 a.s toll and JR-s. 46-14 as 
emoluments /or the BaiBus. Thus three or four times the actual amount 
of toll payable to th^ Government are charged for the emoluments of 
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the Govekiment officers. (2) A'mA takes out' a pass for cutting bamboos 
on the hill. while returnii^ home in the evening with his bundle 

of banlbtooj from the hill he is intercejpted on the' way and harassed by 
the fore^ jpiard for money. And when ^le pi^oduces his pass the guard 
Uetorts — “Well, you have "the pass^for cutting bamboos, but none for 
*^cutting the (;redperiwith whfcji you have Ibound your bundle of bamboos. 
You will ha«ye to pay fines for tutting creepers without any pass.” How 
is it ])OS8ible for anylbody to put up with such zylum? (3) Many persons 
possess lands and jots abutting on the for^^t boundary^ as also, at jjlaces 
within zig-zag lines defining the forest limits. When they cut trees, 
bamboos, etc., from these lands and carry them home rthe forest guards 
harass them and extort mc^iey from them*on the false |)retext that they 
^ are taking away articles which belonged to the Government forest and 
not to their land and jots. (4) Many persons take out leasgs for hemp 
fields. Now, as#i]k“y" reap hemp from* their fiel(ls and curry it home the 
guards stoji them on the way and extort mhney from them. Again, 
wlten a^person take's his cattle to the reserve* forest for grazing with a 
pass obtained for the purjiose, {he, guards find out various pretexts, 
such as, the j)resence of a calf with a cow and consequent increase in the 
number of h^ads san(?t,ioQ£d,'^for lyiaking illegal 'exactions. ^(5) Wild 
unimalp from the Reserve Forest Ihe cro])s on tands lying close 

to the forest. And This is not the only scourge from which the poor 
peasants suffer. Fer(/!dou8 «.n(l Carnivorous animals straying out of the 
Re^jerve Forfest devd^ir cattle ..and goats belonging to the ])easants and 
even kill Jiuman beings. If any peasaM fire a gun for scaring aw^ay 
the wild dnimals aifd if any of these hapi)pns to be struck by a bullet 
and runs into the Reserve Forest and dies there, he will have to face 
the most crucial ordeal. Forest officers will arrest and send him up for 
trial on the ground that lie entered the Reserve Forest and shot down 
the animal. Andjhe fun .about legal actions taken by the Forest 
Dejiartment^ is tb'it the accused rec'eives one sort of punishment for 
pleading guikty and twice as muidi for jileading not guilty and defend- 
ing himself. Hence, the oppression of the Forest Dejiartment has 
beVome unbearallile to men. 

(The rhemlbei*, having Reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

I 

The Hon’ble Mr.'PRAMUNA DEjB RAIKAT: Sir, ,I have been 
attacked by my fricpid Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri as regards the 
heavy , expenditure in the Forest Department. May I tell him that our 
forest' ooitupTises ot 120,000 square miles that is to say one-sixth of the 
total area of tl^ province and our is ene of the biggest fore.sts in ln(]ia. 
I may say^ that? Bihar with 5,880 square miles of forest has one Chief 
Conservator and thr^e Deputy Conservators and five*^ Assistant Conser- 
vators and the Punjab with 4,736 square miles of reserve fcjjpest and *453 
square miles unclassed forest maintains one Chief Conservator and three 
Circle Conservators. I have already informed tte Hm^e of the state 
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of affairs ki Bengal in connection ^tlf the south and west4*n Bengal 
forests in njy opening speech. 1 

Now, Sir, with regard td tlies^ appointment of the seconj Conser- 
vator of Forest, I may sa|^ that thye is a lo^t of, work for hiv aUrl wh^lx 
we get this proposal sanctioned, I intdiQ putting hyn ifi charge 3f 
western Bengil. ^ ^ , 

With regard to theJForest Utilisation Officer, he too is very essen- 
tial for exploiting these v«fet forests and looking after the sale of 
timber and other products of the forests. Unless you have stl^di an 
officer, it wouhl not be possible to get good revenue. I will just 
explain the reason whj,- w^e •lia.ve abolish^*the estublfthment of this* 
officer. The establishment has been abolished as it was too heavy 
charge on.the State, and to avoid* il We are curr\ing on the business 

through contrifbtors. * ^ • 

* • * 

Mr. Hashem Ali ha;-^ a^o complained about e.xpenditure.^ I yiay 
say, Sir, that the work of the Forcist DeparUnent is very lieavy* and 
if you want to ^well the revenue,* the forest 'shouXl be maintained in a 
proper condition and improved. In orfier to t|^)’»tiiat* you must, have 
proper sftperviaiiig officers. It would be a w^;ong policy to do away 
with the post of Second Conservat1)i^ (ff Forest. • , 

Lt.-Col. Farguson has justuiow informed the*House how the Forest 
Department is working in the Duars and in spi^ of doidjif good >york 
w'e are not getting the samecmount of revenue as we used to do some 
years ago, especially in 1930-31, on account of ^le depression. 

It will be a wrong policy to cut down the expenditure umler these 
^heads, 1 mean highly pgid officers. We want t)rain work and at the 
same time we want work. If these officers do nSt prove Wortli their 
salt, it is in your hands to see whether th^se officerfl are wanted or not. 
So i request my honourable friend Rai Harendru Nath iffiaudhuri to 
withdraw bis motion. * 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath cEaudhpuri that^the deiriaml 'he * 
reduced by Rff. yiO (ineffibieiMiy of departmentj^l work of exploitation 
ot forest produce) was put and lost. 

The motion tlfat a sum of Us. 11,27,000 be granted for expenditure 
under the hpad “10 — Forests’ ♦ was pur'll carried. 

t 

8 — Proyincial Excise. * 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT\ Mr. SpJhker, Sir, 
ofl the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg lo move 
that a sum of Rs. 17,75', 000 be granted for expenditure under the he&d 
“8 — Proviqjbial Excise”. ^ 

Maulv^VAMIZUDlllN KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
the motions IJos. 84S and 849 that stand in my name.* 
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Sir, fiBjit oi all so far as moti^ 848 is concerned, object is to 
raise the l)road:()<ju3stion of polic^ of the Excise Department, I . mean 
the policy ot prohibition. Sir, feo'f^^^s i*he past Government was con- 
cerned, when this Question used to be'' raised and discussed in the 
Oouncil'the usual reply wasv^hat total prohibition was the goal of the 
Government and ths way in which that goal was sought, to be attained 
wds gradual' diminution gf coiJsumptioiu Sir, I for myself have been 
hearing that statement for about* eight or nin'e years on the floor of 
tbe Council and I tbink, Sir, if one hears a statement dike that eveB’'^or 
50 yearsi, I do not think that the goal declared will ever be achieved. 
It seems disconcerting, Sir, that other provinces in Ifidia are stealing 
a march over iVs (A\yoiqE r‘one province)— it, may be one or it may be 
.two but a.s I was saying it seems to be very disconcerfing that Bengal 
is gradually lagging behind. * Tf non-Congress provinces lag 
behind that WiH’ be a very strong argument in favour 
of Congress Ministries in all dhe provinces (Hear, 
Hear ,Gom Congress Benches). ^Therefore it behoves all those who 
a*re not in favour of Congress Ministries to see that those provinces 
where there are non-Cpnfjress, Ministries may not, lag behind. There- 
fore when I say this province of Be^ngal should take a 'step forward in 
this direction of totah prohibition 1 only mean that those who are not 
in favour of Congress Ministries should actually prove the sincerity of 
their intentions by some actual action. 

I do not deny, Sir, that this question is not free from difficulties. 
There are various difficulties. One argument is that this policy of 
total prohibition has not succeeded in modern times anywhere in the 
world. It was tried in America, it has failed there. It was tried in 
other plact^s, it has failed in those places also. Therefore it is said 
that we should not go in for d thing which has proved to be impractic- 
able. This one of the arguments against proposition. I submit, 
Sir, that conditions in India and in America and the other places where 
this policy may^ have failed are vastly difPe'rent (hear, hear). So far 
as India ip concerned, ^we see that only n veVy small percentage of the 
total population is given to drinking and to drug habits, whereas in 
other countries, in America for example, I think cenL per cent, of the 
population is accustd^ned to itesak. Therefore it is very easy to make a 
policy of prVjhibition successful in India and of all provinces in India, 
it is easier to do in Bengal, because in Bengal the consumption of 
spirituous^ Uft^or and drugs is the smallest of all. That also is clear 
from tl^e red-boo"k which contains the^, summary of the budget. Sir, M 
we look to page d we find this observation: ‘‘This head of revenue 
provides one of the unsolved problems in the colnpar^tive study of the 
provincial fin^ce, for the reason that its yield diners so Ogpsiderably 
from province to province. The yield in Bengal* for instance, owing 
to good habits ingrained in the people, is, and will doubtless continue 
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to be, one of tlie smallest in IndiaEl** Certainly Ikat is a yery good 
certificate and I think, Sir, that aft^ giving that very goodfoertificate 
the Government should not lag behinf to implemen^ thlt* certificate by 
their actions and to adopt the^oiioy of total prohibition. There is also 
the question of loss of Revenue. «Sir, so far as that is cencjerned, I 
think we have to face loss of revenue scepetimes for J^he sake of ou^ 
ideals. There is another difficult question — the* question" 'of t^ie 
Europeans in Bengal. Sir, opinion differs as to what is to^)e done with 
that element in our population, whethef they should be excepted from 
the scheme of tofal^ prohibition if that is adopted at all. Sir, I 4^hink 
they have been^ Excluded in one or two other provinces where this 
policy has been adopted. I, for myself am not agaii^t i*he idea of* 
excluding them because so far as they ^-^re concerned, we see that their 
habits differ from ours. Wlfereas.ia India it is almost a crime in our* 
code of morality to have a drink, *it is otherwise iii^^u/opean countries. 
Therefore it will be for ‘our Government to consider whether any ex- 
ception shquld be made iil tfie case of Pmwpeans. » 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think T can take this oppAi^tunitv of asking you 
to enlighten me as to whether yoiy secSnd^Vio^iOi? is'in order in con- ‘ 
nection with tRis demand, because ^it seems to me ihat the Tobacco 
Tax does not come under Excise (tem^nd. 

• ^ w 

Mauivi tAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I ca^^ only that is somewhat 
allied to the former. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 asked your views as a lawyer whether this 

auiendraent is in order, I must rule Idiat amentlment out. 

> • ^ • 

♦ • 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAM: All pght, vSir., 

Then my definite proposal here is that Governmeift shcuild no longer 
tiy to .satisfy us by giving a mere assurance that prohffxtion is their 
gnnl. We want our Govejnmeni to ado{)t pr 9 hibition as their policy# 
and if possible ^to declare tl^t they should try to attain that goal 
W'thin a specified number of years, and *aJso as an’ earnest of their 
sincerity I alscPshould like our /j^vernment to declare that tliey Are 
prepared to make experiments of this poJipy in' certain specified areas. 
If that is (lone, we shall see within a short time whethei ^hi8 pplicy 
can be successful. I should like to say, Sir, in thi^ respect that our • 
Government should carry out* this experiment in- a ty:^e^ spirit of 
making that experiment successful. Experiments ci#a be* made in 
various ways, an experiment can be made witji a pre-conceived idea 
of making jt a failures I think Government should not adopt a polity 
like that. Jthey should be sincere in their intention and should actually 
mate an ^rnest effort to make the experiment successful, and if our 
present Government* can achieve total prohibition within the term of 
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their oflSce f thinly that will be a great achievement not only for the 
Cabinet btJt also for the whole nee of Bengal. I therefore think. 
Sir, that although* this propositi jn is not free from difficulties, our 
Government will be up to the task and Will do their best not only to 
adopt, and declare this policy on the floor ofdhis House, but to carry 
it out in all earnestness and, sincerity. * , 

Mr. SPEAKER t niay just say at this stage that 1 propose to 
close the debate in time to take up ^‘R^gistr^tiofi^’ at 1 o’clock. I 
have got a list of the naiaea^of 7 or 8 members who \ij^nt tO speak and 
I pro] lose to give each minutes^ time. ’ * 

Rai HARErtDRA NATH OHAUDHDRI; Sir, I beg to move the 
<3ut motion that stands, in my diapie justito raise a discussion on the 
Excise policy of Government, v . j 

‘ Sii’, T do not know whether in a super-ci7ili86d society it is per- 
mis.dlde do propose a toast to the moral ^^health of a person with a 
glass full of sparkling liquid in on'b hand and a pipe of smoking opium 
in the other, hut Sir^ as we have not gone so much, ahead I think it is 
not pt^rmissible in our^nountrV to propose a toast do the moral health 
of a jierson in that way. Yet, Sij*, in estimating an improvement of 
f3 lakhs of Excise reve'/iue that ridiculous feat has been performed. In 
the explanatory memorandum oi the lludget of the Government of 
Bepgil iinderdhe heaTT'^‘ Excise” yon will find a comparison drawn to the 
credit of Bengal and a conclusion just avoided. The note runs thus: 
^^The yield in Bengal, for instance, owing to good habits ingrained in 
the people, is, and will doubtless continue to be, one of the smallest 
in India. A major province cOald be named in which the yield jier 
head of thu population is nearly five times — that unnamed major pro- 
vince is Bombay — ^^iind another in whmh it is nearly four times as 
great as in Benga*i.” The unnamed jirovince is Madras. Now, Sir, 
if we Bengal(^es are really so sober then the legitimate conclusion 
sliQiild have been an a^inouitcement in favour of prohibition; that 
would have been a conclusion consistent with the pren^ises, but tliat 
conolusioais just avoided atid instead it is announced*as a compliment 
to^lhe Ktoral health of the people ov Bengal that an ircrease of 3 lakhs 
over tb« revised estiKiate is ej|jpiated in view of the actuals of 1934-3o. 
The ^memdra.U:4^iii> a^raia, bristles with ^vppressio veri. Th‘e first truth 
that has been -^uppresTsed is that Bengal leads in Opium revenue — that 
is a faef which has been studiously suppressed. Our yield under the 
beadyef ^lak (liquors) is, of course very much smaller than that of 
the olher provinces, but we lead •in 'Opium revenue (A voice: Quiie 
ril^htly so.) Secondly, we are one of the leaders, in other drug 
revenue, such as revenue from hemp drugs, ganja, etc. Th^e two facts 
have been suppressed in this report. We are jiot the leader in the 
n»atter of drink revenue, but we are the leader in drug revenue. 
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Then, Sir, eo far as Opium is coiioeriied, many *tjiings 'liaTa got to 
be suppressed in the Government report, for the League a/ Nations 
insists on a certain pipgressive standAd. Six;, in Mdrcli i9S6 the Earl 
of Winterton as Secretary of 8 tat* for India, compared the then position 
with that of 1910 and said: ‘^the ;fevenue” frcun opium “^as, 50 per 
cent, higher, while consumption was twp-thirds les^”. Erom my 
humble place in the Bengal Legislative Douncil in March 1925,'! said* 
that it was a wrong statement so far as Bengal cojfoerned. in 
Bengal in i^l2-ld, i,69*,017||SeeP8 oi ojiiuin was <‘oiisumed and when 
Earl Winterton T?as speaking we consumed iu Bengal opium tc\ the 
extent of 997 maimds and in 1935-30 not leas than 042 mannds; cer- 
tainly, no one will say 

(At this stag^ the member having iftacueu uie xime-iijna resumed ^ 
his seat.) • 

« 

Mr. SHAH SYEO Ct)LAM 8ARWAR H08AINI delivered hi's 

• * 

speech in Bengali. 


Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEI(Y: Sir/ beg to move that 
demand <d Bs. J.7,77*,00D be reduced by Bs.»10() in order to urge tbe 
acceptance of a policy of prohibition k),be given 'effect to in course of a 

fixed number of years. , * 

• * • * 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the past I had occasions discuss the policy 
of the Government, pwirticuWrly dealing with the policy of total 
prohibition. Sir, I do not propose to make a speech on temperance on 
the floor oi the House. 1 will at once suggest that the policy of total 

f ix)hibition is a necessit\\ I will not eise any harsh word to-day. If 
am permittee] to .say, 1 would only say that of \h# many gjfts of the 


British rule in India drunkenness, is one.^ I do not propose to throw 
any challenge, hut I would like to. know from any (jf the members of 
the House whether there was any revenue derived from excise during 
the Moghul period in India or any revenue derivexl during the Pathan 
period in India. I do not know whether there was any revenue derivbd^' 
in the Hindu pejiod of the administration «of India. ,4f anybody can 
suggest in the oogtrary I have got jiothing to say. But, Sir^i V)-day 
I am very much surprised to hear* the speeth that has been ^livered^i 
by Mr. Tamizuddin Khan but 1 am eqiidll^ gluid'tp find that.he of all 
persons, sane and sober persons, was even feeligg disooilerted with 
regard to the excise policy of th^e GovenuxMmt of Bengal. " The ^licy, 
as has been declared on various ooeasions by the (Jovemmeiij^ is that 
of, maximum of revenue for th^ minimunf of consumption.^;! for 
myself do not agree with that poficy of the .Government — I mean 
maximum of revehue i^ith minimum of consumption. Sir, I can say 
once more from my personal experience that excise shops have been 
unnecessari^ located fti the labour area knowing full well that the 
labourers after a day*b toil Aurning eight or twelve annas a day almost 
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exhaust their whole day *8 paring on drink grip. I would also 
suggest il this connection that ji they are allowed to drink by the 
Government, rtiey shouldi-he giv/h. a wholesome ^drink and not poison. 
*lf it is permissible to drink, I would suggest to the Hon’ble Minister to 
import or rather te manufacture suph drinks ^as contain more food than 
alcohol and ar^ not poisonpus like those imparted from places outside 
the province. Sir^, I for myself hate drinking and I hate all such 
persons wh(^ drink,' whatever their social position or status may be. 
That is, however, not the point to-day. The^ point is this : how can 
we, particularly Mussalmans, justify the action (5f supporting the 
excise policy of the ^Government ? The question of revenue cannot and 
does not arise. If any of the memibers of this House holding his head 
high be given* the chance '^)i conductiilg l;hie portfolio, can he suggest 
rhow in five years’ time this revenue can he made up from various other 
sources to run the administratj^on if total prohibition is, adopted ? (The 
Eon’ble the Chief Minister : I will give yo^i the task.) I for myself 
ani happy that of all days lo-day possibly Go'^ernment are going to give 
us an, assurance, b.ut with regar^^! to excise policy if an assurance be 
^^iven that within a period of five years and not more, than five years 
there will be tojtal.^ptrijihibitior, and if the Hon’^e the Chief Minister 
assures us that total prohibition ^\ill be eft'ected and eftecte'J success- 
fully, ihen I for myself declare and proclaim on the fioor of this 
House that I will not ^disagree with hiin at least to-day. 

Sir, whair is our position in the mufassal? There is one excise shop 
in my village- <. 

(Here t’he memlber having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 


Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BlfVNERJEE: Sir, I shall be very brief. ^ 
We have been allowed five minutes time but I shall only take up two 
or three minutes and will thereby dost the House one lakh of rupees 
according tc my 'calculations. 

Sir, I move that the demand under the head ‘Trovincial Excise” 
be reduced by .Us. 100 io raise the question of total prohibition in this 
Province.; 

^ M^. Speaker, when I read through the budget I got the impression 
,4ihat the Hon’ble Finance Minister with the assistance of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge iQ^f'ProviCcIal Excise. framed the budget on the sage 
prixeipfes '"of Hindy mythology. Notwithstanding aU kinds of 
assuranCQs"4ii fa's our of prohibition, I find that the budget expects 
greater jcj'^une than the revised estimate for the last year to the extent 
of R8.J4 lakhs; and this revenue ^ comes from two very doubtful 
(according to modern conception J sources, viz., first, country-liquor, 
second, hemp. So far as country-liquor is concerned, the^ Sastras say 
that country-liquor is nectar for the Gods and therefore our Gods ‘on 
the Treasury Benches are naturally fond of coufitry -liquor.. ^ As for the 
second, namely hemp, once more the Sastras say that the Great Hindu 
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God Mahadeb is very fond of ganjdk Jlierefore mjf advice gn the first 
ocoasion I opened the discussion oa the budget w^s ^ n^y European 
friends to my left to»increase^ the wellth and prosperity ^fthe Govern- 
ment of Bengal by a greate% consumption of these two very favoured 
articles, namely, countr;!^liquor and hemp. • ’ * 

Sir, my friend, Rai Harendra Nath Ohaudhuri^ hi^s struek a note 
of despair. He says that the budget figures are wrong because larger 
figures should have bean placed against the item — the cbnsumption of 
opium. Now, jq^t emerging out of the budget discussion on forests, 
the atmosphere is ao full of the aroma of opium and hemp that I find 
it is difficult to continue my discussion further. I might, however, 
just mention to you, Mr. Speaker, that in 4>he neighbouring provinces ' 
sedulous and successful attempts are being made to pursue consis- 
tently a P 5 )licy of prohibition. Sir, I will not mention the names of 
the neighbouring provinces as my friend, the Hoii^b^ Finance Minister, 
feels very sore over thehi; but they have .somehow managed to meet 
their difficulties in the iiTatter of revenue-even by adopting a folicf of 
prohibition. I will not, Sir, in this^ouse rQcj^ies^’my friends opposite 
to read the ood.struciive programme simgested on belialf of the Con- ^ 
gress by^ Mahatma Gandhi with r^ganr to*thif quesfiofi. I will not 
ask them to accept these suggesth^n^ either as texts on the Holy Bible 
or a.s the Holy Koran. But I am raising this discussion in* the hope 
and belief that when we meetm^xt ydar we sbaH no longer be regaled 
with a budget which saps the very vitals* of the fiation. * * 

• 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Mr. Speaker, ^ir, as a ^iis.salman 
I must welcome with great pleasure the policy that has been placed 
before us for the consideration of Government. But *at the same 
lime, I must .say that I am neither a vi.sionftry nor %\ man of 
imagination. As a Mussalman- I- do not contribute a farthing to the 
Excise revenue; neither do I believe that any one frtlin m^ community 
contributes any very great sum to that. If a policy V total pro- 
hibition is adopted here, where will this revenue of Rs. 1 ,21 ,Q0,QQ^ 
(net) come from? (Dr. J, M, Das Gijpt\: Change the administra- 
tion.) From our pa.st experience of America and olbVl* cofintries we 
have seen that by^ legislation a country qaflnot be made to go dry. #It 
is a well known fact that some 1,^54 years back .the one policy of ouf 
Prophet — the doctrine that w^ preacheJ^by Hiift — was ^ ^^^ke the 
people of a wet country like Arabia, who alwayf remained ^ drunk* to 
* give up their drinking halbits and make them sober*. But I kelieye, 
Sir, no worldly legislature or any Treasury Bench in ^nyd^rfntl-y can 
m^ke prohibition possible. If y^u^adopt tliis policy of prolrilbition, 
the result will be that the income of the province will deteriorate aad 
smuggling \will be g(?Ing on everywhere. When prohibition was 
adopted in^merica my cousin was there. He told us 4hat the only 
difference between the time when prohibition was not in force 
and the tim^ when the prohibition cam^ into fobce, was that 
47 



1042 ' , DEMAND FOE OEANT. [4th Swt., 

• 

liquor and other d^ugs could '»ot /oe bought ®in the open dining-halls, 
in the streets £yid .the restaurants but they could be had in plenty in 
private roomff. And the conseqaent result waff that the American 
Exchequer got much lesser income than it used to have before this 
prohibition legislation '‘was brought into fo*^e. So, I say, Sir, this 
^*£ind ot , legislation is not A practical proposition. The real thing 
which shoul^ be considered ist that public opinion should be made to 
feel that nothing but prohibitioiic is to the iiij^erest of the people. It 
is not by forcing the (joverriment to adopt this policy that we can 
maker the country dry. So, I am afraid, Mr. .Tamizuddin Khan’s 
proposition is not a j»rai‘tical one, and, therefore, I* oppose it. 

, Mauivi ABUL HASH I Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish I could 
presume that the policy of G-Qverhrnent is one, of gradual prohibition, 
belt, Sir, I am e^iitioriiely surprised , to find that Gt^vernfnent are selling 
wine at 4 annas a bottle. Some people arjfue that the idea is to check 
anfi'sfop illicit dishlhltion. ‘ But^^ Sir, whatever may be the explana- 
tion, I am convinced jliiat the idea underlying this 4-anna bottle is to 
r increase Excise /eyenue by pcplilarizing wine, by inducing people to 
drink more and more, '((bies of< “Hear, hear’^ fro^p the .Congress 
benches.) Added to this Sir, I, had, that Government are pursuing a 
policy of 'thrusting wine on ui), willing people. If I may be permitted, 
Sir, to take an illufjlyation Vroin our own village, I may say that, in 
spite of repeated requests to“ the contrary, the Excise authorities of 
Burdwaii district are persistently trying tV) force the sale of this 4-anna 
bottle in my village. They tried as many as three vendors in succes- 
sion, and one after another each of them surrendered his shop. In 
the village the*e is a shop^nd a drug-vepdor. As a last attempt, 
the Excise Departinhut got hold of this drug-vendor and forced him to 
take up the wine .'^ho]), and ‘threatened him tliat if lie did not comply 
with the wbhes kif the Department, his drug-shop licence would be 
cancelled. Are we to understand. Sir, that this is the first step 
. towards prohibition!'' J would like to draw the attention of Govern- 
ment to one more thing only, as I have ,not much time left at my 
disposal. Maulv'i Syed Ah^.iiuali, Joint Secretary of \he Young Men’s 
Muslim Association, BurdWan, in* August w'rote a letter to Mr. Mac- 
^'Pherson, Oommissiimer of Excise and vSalt, Bengal, drawing his atten- 
tion to d qertain iffjustice ‘which he Hiought was being done to his 
oominunity with regifrd to the allotment of Excise shops at Ranigunge, 
and hi, generally, made a request to -the Commissioner in that letter 
to codsifte^’^'the, cl&ims o^ his community while making future allot- 
ments.* I do not like now to discuss anything about the respective 
claims of this or that 'community to have Excise 8hoj)8. What I want 
to point out is this.' In reply to that letter‘d Mr. Macl^herson, the 
Commissioner of Excise and Salt in Bengal, wrote that could not 
consider the claims of any community unless that community con- 
tributed at least 50 per cent, of the Excise revenue. (Cr^ies of “Shame, 
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aiiame^’.) Sir, there may be ten th<^s*ild other causes and^easonable 
causes for not giving a licence to onl individual or«to^ne Community, 
but I do not think if is just^and prefer to refuse any licence to any- 
body on the ground that his •community does not Jhink wine or take 
drugs in any appreciable' quantity? In the lefter of the hfxcise Com- 
missioner there is a very clear suggestion* that pe*)plf before nximin^ 
up for licence for an Excise shop shodid drink more am| more wihe 
and eat more and more drugs. In him letter, I submit, tnere is a clear 
declaration of pqji^y 'vith ‘Regard to Excise nuvtters. Ai’e we to 
understand tliat he •has done in aqpordunce with the wishes o*f the 
present (Tovernment ? I do iisk once more, 8ir, is it again another 
step towards piohibitioii • , •• • * 

With these i^^marks. Sir,, I would feciuest the Treasury Bench to* 
take into iperious consideration tlye 'three points that I have raised and 
I expect that before, the ^Excise budget estimates* ntp*put to the vote, 
Gk)vernment would be pl^asgd to make a very cle^r and uiuiinl>igi\pus 
declamtion -as to what their policy jw wifli reg‘<1rd .to this quesy<t^i of 
gradual prohibition. * 

Dr. li. C. HUKIIeRJI: Mr. Weaker, S*ir; one of the honourable 
members who preceded me said thaUbefore iiitr<)(lucing prohibttion, it 
is necessary that the public conscience #hould be roused. This morn- 
ing 1 received a copy of the “Indian temi^erance. News,” ^according to 
which the Indian Temperance Asso(;iatiofl was founded oiw the lOth of 
September, 1887, and its 50fti anniversary will l^e held oy the lOth 
of September this >ear. This Association is an all-India concern, 
which has been trying its best to make the peo^^le understand the evil 
^fiects of drink and drugs. Fifty years, Sir, i^ive not produced the 
desired result. 1 say, vSir, tliat the time has come when prohibition in 
some form or other must be introduced. ‘Last year, according to the 
latest report of the Excise Commissioner, there was Sn inirease in the 
quantity of count ry-wine consumed, only becyiuse there wai^a reduction 
in the duty with effect froqi the 1st of Jftly, li934. T^is, Sir, I 
sider as a Christian to be f)o.si|ively sinful. I tjiiiik tjiat no civilized 
Government ought to encourage the poor ‘people whom they control 
and govern to con»ume more licjuor^l^ reducing the rate of duty tvhi^ 
implies a reduction in its price. ^ • • • 

Turning to the same report, Sir, I find tliat^the enn^mptiom of 
hemp diminished on account of a fall in the price of .agricultural pro- 
ducts. But there were two districts, viz., Faridpur^and M^^n^^ingh, 
where there was an appreciable increase in ctmsumptioti beeals^ there 
waS a rise in the price of two agricultural product, namely, paddy and 
jute. These thinjjgc, Sii^ are stated in Government reports. From this 
one, can easi]N' infer that there is some connection between increase in 
oonsumptioiFand incre^e in income, and between diminution in con- 
sumption and diminution in* income and that this diminution is not 
due to any improvement ^n the ethical standards the oonsumera. * 
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It is fcssible to introduce "pi/hibition by adopting certain steps. 
It should ^e^ cfaitc easy to redi^e the number of licensed shops; it 
would be quite easy to reduce Ahe ^ount that a vendor would be 
•allowed to ^ sell; it ,5vould be easy also to reduce the hours during which 
only the sale of liquor, etc.^ will be permit^d; it would also be easy 
■to reduce the oonnimption of liquor and drugs by raising the duty. 
‘There is on?^ one question left before the House and that is that if 
prohibition is adopted how can w'e meet the deficit? I am not a busi- 
ness-man, nor am I an economist, but '^ven then i. think it is not 
difficult to find a solution. The Bible says that there is a lion in the 
way of the lazy man. I say that for the man who does not possess 
:sufficient courage tg tou(5h the pockets ni the. rich and the powerful 
^.for the benefit of tlie poor tlfere is a lion in the way. I shall not 
.refer to what other provinces Of India and other countries* have done 
to bahince their ^budgets. We cpuld introduce^ death duties here. 
Fv^n in England, which is a comparatively ^wealthy country, various 
ingenious devices have been aiili^ed for avoiding the payment of death 
duties. Rut even then 'the amount realized has been characterized as 
handsome. , n ' 

r 

t ^ ^ • 

Then, Sir, there is^the jute duty. I contend that *»ve ou^ht to try 
t)ur best to get more -than what Ve have got already. And, lastly, Sir, 
I would also point eut th^t 'Bengal contributes 3G per cent, to the 
income-tax revenue of India as a whole. It is the duty of our 
Ministers to see whether they cannot get,, a part of this tax. And very 
la.st of all, I would point out that in Canada they have a tax called 
ihe wheat “proce.ss” tax. Last year in Bengal, our 92 jute mills pro- 
tluced jute-fabrics worth moretthan 23 crores of rupees. If we have 
sufficient courage, tjve can impose a tax on ihe processed jute on the 
lines of the Canada tax on ‘‘processes” wheat (Cheers). 

(At this^stag^f the member, having reached the time-limit, resumed 
his seat.) - *’ 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^The Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjaq Sarkar. 

(At this stage four or live members rose to speak from the various 
^^sTdes^ of the Chamber. ) 

,Mr. SPEAKER:^ 1 am absolutely at the disposal of the House. 
X would like to know whether this debate should continue. I can 
tell the JIpnse that there are 6 more ndmes on my list, and, in addition, 
-the HorCble tlie Finance Minister, the Hon’ble the Excise Minister and 
the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister woufd also like to speak. So, I would 
like to know' whether this debate should continue, for it would meau 
the knocking out practically of all other motions. 

Th. Hon'bto Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL hUQ: I would like. Sir, that 
the debate should olose at 1 o’clock, so that I may take Up Begistration. 
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Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA*:,. I think, S», the 'understand. 

iiig was that it should come to a close at 1-15 p.m. ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: I understand a division is lik^y to be called, so 
I must keep in hand so^nV time for that.^ I tliink it woul^ suffice if 
I put the motions at 1 o’clock. ^ * • • • 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALIHI RANJAN BARKER:/! am sure 
Mr. Tainizuddin Khan will 04)! doubt ufy sincerity as I am, like him, 

a believer in proliil^itioii. I am also not against the Congress taking 

up the Ministry ^hfere if they could command a majority in this House. 

I think, Sir, it is not right op the part of i^^^overnmeni to die a party • 
to organise temptation *for weal! -willed ^jieople wlfich leads them into* 
the path of ruin and destitutifln. TJie question of revenue must be sub-* 
ordinated fo tlm qiiestiob af prohMiition..* But in Ih^ gear’s budget we* 
have not indicated dny policy of prohibition. The reason is that in 
Bengal Miis evil is not ai^ute .is in otlqu- jiroyiiftTs, and in^lu\fro- 

grammes ot tlie ditfereiit parties wirti whose^Uelp We are cariyTiig op. 

this Govenimeiil tliere was no mentioM. so far iTs I remember, of the- 
question of prohibition. • So wc hm^ tiist to ^«kt* lijr those jiroblems for 1 
which the ])ar(ies gave ph'dgcs to tludr constitmmts. , 

There is anollicr thing, piohibition cpnnot be etlVcled by upstroke of 
pen just in tjip same way a^ ill? price of jirte canhot be raised by stroke- 
of pen. (A nojck: Nobod.s asked ^or that.) My revereii friend Vro- 
fessor Mukliarji said that l)\* reducing the number of slioys and the 
hours ot sale and also by muik' other methods jiroliibition could be 
effected. These are the recognised methods no doubt, but in Bombay 
jn 1927 they tried their best to attain p*rohibition,by tho«e methods and 
in 1929 those methods had to be given up and things are goilig on now 
as usual. For making thi.s policj of prohibition successful long and 
careful preparations have to be mJtde. 1 have read\he speech of the 
Finance Minister ot Bombay: he said that he could not make any pro- 
vision for their policy of })iohibitioii bdeause* their ^ast experiei>gp.r, 
showed that thi^y^would liaA'e tp attack t he iindilym in ^ ditl'erent way. 

It is only Mr, C. Itajagopalachariur who nas introifuc’ed tnis in hia 
own province. 11# has also said in, iPis bmlget speech that the meiiibdla 
must realise tliat it could not be done in a^i^ay. ’Ajgradual jinqiaratiori 
.would have fo be made. He is e.\ peri men ting i^n his ow* di.striqf of 
Salem. In his speech he also said that they were trying to make a • 
beginning by closing down shops; still he feared that it wp»^uU*not be 
possible to prevent illicit distillation unless public opinion wds yreated 
ag&inst it. , 

My friend Raf Hai^ndra Nath Cliaudhuri derided the remark in 
oui* red boci that Bengal’s excise revenue was the lowest in India. 
We stated only a fact;*it w^s not stated in justification. It is because 
of the fact that the Agricultural population is not generally addicted 



1046 ^ DEMAIjp FOR GRANT. [4th Sspt,, 

to the drinking habit that exciije revenue of Bengal and the Punjab is 
low in co^ari^n ^with that of ]^mbay and Madras. It is enjoined 
by the Mahofiaedan religion thaf Mahomedans should not drink and 
the Punjab and Bengal being predoifiii>antly Mahomedan the excise 
revenue - 

« » t 

’ Rai HAI^NDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : What about Bihar and 
the United Provinces? 

The Hon’ble Mr. NALINi RANJAN SARKER;* •In Bihar and the 
.United Provin(y?s it is not^so low. 

« ^ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAjUDHURI: May I know^ Sir, what 
tlie Finanf'e MiijisJer, means by. low?' Does .he’ mean the incidence of 
revenue per head of population in United Provinces? 

. The Hon’ble Mr.. NALINI RANjAN 8ARKER: Every day I find 

iny friend llai ID^rendra NaUr Chaudhuri (diallon«’e my figures but 
I can say my figures are®(^uile coiTeci. T say ihat th^ excist revenue 
is low per capita. Tlie* excise rt^y^nue per capita in Bihar *45 whereas 
in Bengal it is *27. ' This ca^^ be proved by other things also. In 
Bengal about fiO per cent, of *our excise^ levenue is derived .from Calcutta 
andfthe surrounding industri«il are^s. In rural areas of this province 
one country spirit shop serves an average area of 120 square miles, 
while in Bombay and Bihar it serves 40 square miles. In some of the 
rural areas where the Mahomedan jiopulation j)redominateR the number 
of shops is much lessc than the^ average: in Dacca Division one shop, 
serves 179 'square miles and in the Chittagong Division as much as 280 
square miles. I do* not say that it is* not an evil. What I say is that 
in Bengal tlfe evil is not so predonfinant as in other provinces. 

I think {he Excise Minister and the Chief Minister will enunciate 
"Xl.b policy which the Government wants to 'pursue in future regarding 
excise, but I say it cannot, be done too' soon or in ddy or overnight 
s^d for that position I have got the authority of no less a person than 
«Mr. C. llajagopalachariar and also 'the Chief Minister of Bombay. 

The Hof/ble Mr. f RaS^NA DEb'rAIKAT: Sir, I have listened* 
with close attention and keen interest to the observations made and the 
argum^'n^s, advanced by my honourabfe friends in support of a policy 
of toti^l prohibition in liengal. They regard drinking as a growing 
social habit amongst .the poverty-Mriken people and think of endmg 
tte habit by enforcing prohibitive legislation against drink and drug 
habit. But I must tell them at the very outset that in Bengal it is not 
growing but gradually failing. I have ,the Cullest syn^iathy with 
those social reformers who have pitched their faith in the temperance 
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movement which may l&ad ulUmatelfj* ‘to total pAhibitiom but Sir, 
when I go deeper and deeper into the history and* eaa^erij^ent of the 
movement in foreign •lands aqd also In some parts of our* own country, 
and scrutinise facts and figures*! am constrained to say that so far the 
experience of all nation^ go totJl prohibitioh is a misnomer, as a 
practical policy under present conditions ^t Is imprac^icjfble. • . • 

Sir, time will not j^ermit me to, discuss the points Raised by my 
honourable friends in this controversial matter. I will try to meet 
their points, as far^is possible, in the^general reply 1 am going give 


Some of my hoiiouFable T^rituids have lnnte(l-»-why llengal should 
not take a bold sfep in experiment ing^i\^ prohibil ion wlien other (Wgress* 
provinces like Jkladras und the ^Vritral. Province's have taken such a 
step. My answer iA thmn js this:* these (kingress majority provinces 
have taken a leap in tht^djwk; they may^succeed or fail. Injhe lace 
of failure o7 a policy* of prohibition foreign Jaiuk and in s(»nih parts 
of our own country, the cham*(‘s of suc^'-ess are vet^^ remolt*. It is wiser 
to learn by the exp^uience of otliers tlian Ui cin\^ oil tJie cxjieriment ' 
on one’s*ownseK. So in my opinion llengal can “wait and s(‘e,“ and 
learn hy tlie experience of other pVovftices. • • 

Sir, 1 must declare liefore >iie llouse* in most einjdiatic and un- 
ambiguous terms that fight against, drunkenness and iniemperence^has 
been and will more vigourdiisly be the policy pf this Government. 
That being so, the question boils down to this : what is the proper line 
of action and what have we done to pjirsue tha^ lines ot action? 

• Now, Sir, what is udbded .first and •foremost •is^a ch*ange^ of convic- 
tiou in the minds of masses, and Jthis cai\ only come as a result of the 
spread of education and of habPs of greater foresight and thrift 
stimulated no doubt by social work amongst tlie masse* ^ outside the 
work of mission societies and of temper^pce societies in a few of the 
larger towns such efforts have been on the wliole conspicuously abseitT] 
Progress must 'inevitably l5e slow, but in propoi*lion aft -it r»?sl8 on the 
conviction, it will be sure. When^that conviction is shared by ^le 
majority or even Sy a large proportion of the clas^ effected, local optiorf 
or even projiibition will work.* Without'Tt it •impossible *to expect 
’success. V 


In dealing with such a long’standing habit as drunkenpps# Vhat is 
necessary first and foremost is to eradicate •the evil from *w1t}^in and 
to* treat it psychologically. cannot legislate people into 

abstinence. , ^ , 

■ I have already explained. Sir, in introducing the demand for grants 
what Bengal has done* to minimise the consumption of alcohol and 
drugs. Now will ^ve you the results. 
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Bengal^is proud that it is^ ^}ie^ most temperate proyince in India. 
I will quot^ figttreat to show that consumption of country liquor is 
the lowest in ^nis province and ill has b^en steadily going lower and 
lower still. The average consumption* of country spirit per hundred 
of population in 19^33 to' 1934 has be^n as follows: — 

• * 

, Bombay — 5-9 gallons. 

Delhi — 3\% gallons. 

Sind — 2-69 gallons. 

Central Provinces — 1-99 gallons. 

Madras— U77 gallons.r^ 

Assam — 1-68 gallons. «- 

Bihar and Orissa — 1*66 gallons.- 
Punjab — 1*33 gdllons. 

’Ben^-al — 49 galloqs. 

• * » 

^ You will hnd from the study ^of these figures, Sir, that Bengal has 
taken the right iiio^e i'a t<lvt‘ right \ine, and if you want to accelerate 
the sj)ev,(l furtlu'r 1 aifi afraid it ^will go out of gear *and tfie whole 
thing will crush dowif. 

Apart froui the fqot of lowest consdmption in Bengal m comparison 
with other provinces you will* be cfmviiiced from the facts and figures 
given below that year after year the total consumption is steadily going 
down in Bengal; — 

Alcuhol — 

1911-12 total (■v*iisunii)tioft was 707, <000 gallons. 

1925-26 fbtal consumption was 632,000 gallons. 

1935-36 'total consumption was 296,000 gallons. 

I f * 

Ganja — 

* 1911-12 total consumption was 123,000 seers. 

1925-26 total co»suj[upti€0 was 71,500 seers. 

1930-31 total coi]^5umption was 46,000 seers. 

19l^5j36^ total .consumption was 32, ‘000 seers. 

t 

Opiurru — 

1911-12 total consumption was 67,000 seers. 

1925-26 total consumption was 40,000 seers. • 

, 1935-36 total consumption was 28,000 seers. ' 
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. Sir, considering all that this Goveiti^ment have done aid has been 
doing at present to fight against drunkenness and intenopera^e, I hope 
the honourable moveFs of the cut raoi^ions will be pleased to withdraw 
the same. ' » ' 


Th6 Hon’blo Mr. A. 'K. FAZLUL HUQ.; I rise lo ^ake part in this 
debate because I feel that the speech of the Hon’ble^Minister for Excise 
has left an impression on the House that the Governine|Jl have got a 
halting policy so far as fexcis^ is concerned. Whatever may have been 
the decision of Go’^ernment before and whatever may have beeu the 
reasons which JiaVe induced my honourable friend the Minister for 
Excise to advocate a cautious policy, I am ^ convinced by the speeches- 
that have been delivered in this House, that opinion is practically un- 
animous (hear, hear) that there .shoijld be total prohibition in this* 
province. I am prepared <)n my Own responsibility to declare that pro- 
hibition would be' out ultimate goal (hear, hear) and I am 
prepared ^Iso to annodnct? that I shall, follow the example# of ^ the 
Chief Minister of Madras and try , to experiment in one or two ai^as the 
total prohibition (hear, hear ). .Sir, som^e of our iViends are so very keen 
on total ^prohibition 'as to demand p time lipiitnvi idlin’ wdiich we could 
achieve this object. My friend Mi\ Hashemy- has suggested,^ years, 
namely, our term of office. Will he guarantee that if we can do it we 
shall be reappointed also as a reyrard:* Sir, we dll know that total pro- 
hibition has been attempted in various .countries and has lamentably 
failed, but that is no reason ■♦wdiy we in India should not attempt and 
see wliat W’e can do {he<ir, hear). Sir, sjxaking a*s a Moslehi 1 believe 
it to be my duty to try and have total prohibition and us a servant of 
^the people also I am not, wmrth my salt if I do bot try^td carry out the 
mandate of the House (hear, hear). I' know, Sir, fend I age.in speak as 
a Moslem, that there is only one mstance* recorded i,n history where one 
man could achieve total prohibitio:* ih his life time. *That^ was the case 
of our Prophet. We, Moslems, believe that he had di\iive providence 
and divine assistance. That is why he snicceepled but we are ordinary 
mortals and w^ work with .human equipment but all tlfe same there^s 
no reason why we should not follow in the' footsteps b/ great men and 
try to achieve reiults which without doubt are comniejidable. 'Sir^ I 
therefore, say not only shall total prohibition bo aur goal but we shall 
. try to makd experiments in certain .selected ai'^*and we *shall tr^y, if 
possible, to do our very best and not half-hear^dly to carry out this ^ 
policy to success within the terfn of our office (Loud cheers). ^ # 

Sir, I would say one or two words regarding the pdint lafte^ by my 
friend Mr. Abul Hashim. He Rhs referred ,to a letter written by 
Mr. Macpher8on,»the (Spmmissioner of Excise. §ir, if te has written* a 
letter like ihat I am sincerely sorry and I must declare that that thing 
was most unwise. It* was , certainly an incitement to jJeople to come 
forward and indulge in intoxicating liquor. 
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Sir, I h^ve not«got much My friend Mr. Pramatha Nath 

Banerjee’ftTOotion ia to raise the question of total prohibition in this 
province. I k^e practically accepted what is hinted at. 

As regards Mr.^Tamizuddin Khan^s rSoti^ which is to disapprove 
of the Excise policy, I have, practically saiti that up to now we have 
fiot been 'able to achieve anything tangible. Therefore, Sir, on both 
the points wa have accepted tlfe policy underlying the motions. 

^ • • 

* 

1 IOCE 8 H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will thp feon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he ‘will use the Govetiynent Publicity 
^Departmenb to, carry on propaganda for ^prohibition and allow social 
workers to try and ctrry on propaganda in favour of prohibition? 

* % 

0f • . ^ 

Th« Hon’ble ,M,r,<A. K. FAZLUL* HUQ: bn^ tho8e points I will 
consult the (-abinet bet^ause without consuljin^ my colleagues I cannot 
say anjtiiing oft' hand but I ran gjvc this assurance that I will try my 
best and (‘xert my pepsortal influence to act as my friend has suggested. 

Maillvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN:* Sir, I beg leave erf the House to 
withdra<v^ my motion. , 


Mr. PRAMATHAd^ATH BANERJ^E: Sir, I propose to strengthen 
the bands of*my TIon’ble friend b^’* voting. 

The motion of Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan and the motion of 
Rai llarendra Nath Chaudhuri ^864) were then by leave of the House 
withdrawn. . , • 

r • ' 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jiilaluddvi Hashemy was then by leave of 
the House withdrawn. 


Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, in view of the 
as^'uraiice giveu'by the Hon’ble Chief Minister I also b^g leave of the 
House to ^itlidraw my motion. * 


^ *(After leave was gmnted *by thf» House to Mr. * Pramatha Nath 
Banerjee \o withdra^J^ ‘Kis lUi^jtion.) , 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, I object to the 
withdra^^al., r 

^ r 

Mr. SPEAKfR: If you had any objection, you should have shouted 
louder. , y* “ 

Mr. NIHA^ENOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR:' Yes, Sir,* I shouted 
loudly. 
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^ ilfi SPEAKER: Amd you oug'/t^to have *Wn i* your seat 
Mr. Dutta Mazumdar. I have always desired that member^should be 
in their seats just beioi'e the divisioiu * ^ 

(The members were tlien tfeked to raise their hands for and against 
the withdrawal of Mr. J^tamatha ?^ath Banerjee’s motion and a count 
was taken in each case.) ^ * • * • • • 

• • 

The motion of Mr. Pramatlia Natji Banerjee (846) was/then by leave 
of the House witlidrawn 4 • 

The motion tligf a sum of Its. I7,e7,600 be granted for expenditure 
under the head*“8 — Provincial Excise” was j)ut aiul mrrled. 


If— Registaation. 

The Hon’ble Mr.'A.’K. FAZLOL HUQ: Sir, on tlie recoin meiula- 
tion of IJjs Excellency* the Governor I* beg to fOove that » sujft of 
Ks. 18,81,000 be granted for expenditure^ •under the head*“llT” 
Pegistration.’’ * 

Mr. SPEAI^ER: Tlie Goalitiyn^Party have not given any notice 
ut mdticu* for amendment. I will ask t^e Congress Party if they would 
like to movi*. any amendment*. #I have mform^d the Whip that the 
proceedings may not be lengthen^ as want fo finish’^by 1-30^ If 

any amendment is to be inox^'d it will have to be moved in 5 minutes’ 

. • • 

time. 


• Mr. P. BANERJI: S'ir, may 1 mov^ all the motions' standing in my 
name and have one discussion p 

Mr, SPEAKER: I could have allowed if there wcte one or two 
motions only but as there are 8 or 9 motigns I cannot allow a debate on 

so many as in that case there is likelv to be confusion of issues. 

• • 

Mr, P. BANERJI: Sir, I llpg^t#) No. 806 (ix)licy of appoint- 
ment in the Registration Department) and 808* (ito discuss the grie^- 
. ances of the Registration employees). 

Now, Sir, as there is very little time at my disposal I would only 
}>oint out that year after year* we brought to the notice, pf, t^e Gov- 
ernment the grievances of the employees of the Registi*htionp Department 
and asked for their redress but ^thout any Tiesult. ^ Ministers came 
and Ministers ha^'e goi^^e giving assurances year,after year but without 
any material result. I will now* point out the grievances, particularly 
of the copyists of the Calcutta l^gistration Office. SiK these griev- 
ances are very legitimate. As I pointed out last year also and you, 
■ * 
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Sir, the then Minister in chargj; of this department, gave ine assur- 
ance but Ikat assurance was not acted up by your subordinates. My 
point there! ^ili be at once Jo bring to the-inotice of the Chief 
Minister, who is in charge of this department, that there is no justi- 
fication for keeping the post of the^ Inspectcr-General of Registration 
and that will attouce bring an economy in this' department to the tune 
of, Rs. 17,000. Oiie Insjiector, Sir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Fazlul 
Quadir, who in* now here, was in fact doing all the work during his time 
as Inspector of Registration Oifices. Nov% as soon as that gentleman 
retired two posts have been created there in place of one. I fail to 
understand the reason of making this additional cost at this time. 

You, Sir, gave assurance at a lime when there was po money in this 
department. Now, the income hf‘8 increased but the conditions of these 
extra establishment remain the same. I would only mention that the 
copyists in High (s)Uii gel at the rate of Rs. 2-9 while the copyists in 
thisidep.'iitment gel -HJiily Re.„ 1-4 for the same work. Therefore they 
are not? even getting a living wage. ^ Their income is only Rs. 20 to 
Rs. 2o per month. 

Now, Sir, when the opportunity tif recruiting i>ermaii3nt stttd’ comes 
no appointment is given to any i»n.n from the e.xtra stjift* who has long 
experience. The system of examination lias only rec^ently been intro- 
duced ami in the name. of the examinatil)u what we find is tluit so many 
persons, I imian, the satellites ami dependants of the higher officers are 
put in. Sii^, I do not^^fiml any logic whatever in the principle whicli the 
Government follow in re(*ruiting and promoting persons from extra 
(xipyists in the Registration Offices. Sir, I do not consider this 
examination necessary in view of the fact ihai, extra copyists who are* 
working in the department for more than lo or 20 years and who are 
([uite capable officers are not gi\en promotion and outsiders are brought 
in. About tke examination 1 may say that if tlie Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to iimke enquiries he will find that the (juestions that are set 
^ this examinatHni for the reeruitment of copyists are really ques- 
tions whicli shpuld he set for exammatlon for the recruitment 
of sub-registrars. All tlmt the copyists are required to be is 
that they should be neat and (piicb writers. Wbreoyev, Sir, we 
are surprised to find *thaf fhe men, who are Matriculates and who 
have been working in ^Ins Department for very many years, have been • 
declared to be incompetent. In reply to question put on the 18th 
August,^ ] 937, the Hon’ble Minister in charge stated that these men 
are incomjietent. If it is maintained that these men are incompetent 
the fact remains tliat ,they have been retained so long as 10, 15 or 
even 20 years in spite of their inoximpetence. The fact that they have 
been kept on so long shows that they are competent men. Then, Sir, 
these men are-^tting very low allowances ; certalmly, they are not iwdd 
even a living wage. I would therefore bring to the notice of the 
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Hon’ble Minister in charge to see whe^^er it is practicable* to do some- 
thing to improve the lot of these jx)or hardworked in^ew of the 
fact that this Departtnent is working^ at a great profit*t% Govern- 
ment — • * ‘ 

(At this stage the m^nber having reached* the time-limit resumed 
his seat.) ** • 

Khan Bahadur Mauhfi FAZLUL«QVADIR: Sir, mity I have 10 
minutes P 

Mr, SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot^ allow you more than 5 
minutes. 

Khan fiahajhir Mauivi FAZLJJIt'^UAOIR : Sir, in supporting <he 
cut motion of Mr. P. Bgnerji I desire'to say fe\^*^ofd8 regarding ihe 
manner in which work 4S •xtorted from the staft of the Registration 
Department. The Hon’ble Ministej^ in charge* in .reply to a (^lestion 
put by Mr, Abdul Latif Biswas *011 2nd Ailguat^ 1937, said: “Somh- 
timos the clerks have, to work outside office* hey irs,’\ The Hon'ble# 
Khan Bahadur* Azizul Iluq, when a non-official member of the Bengal 
lyegisla^e Council in 1931, in Tn^ng a cutjniotion drew c^ttention 
to tfie^gent necessity of equalising. the j>ay oi ministerial ^ffiicer8 in 
the department with the pay of such officers in the Collectorate offices. 
He also said : *‘It is admitted thsA the Registration Department'is a 
very large department, but this department has Iwen squeezed as much 
as possible and the officers and clerks of the department are getting 
^almost starvation wages, » • • • 

Sir, in 6 hours (i.e., office hours) each muharrir has tacopy 4,200 
words and to compare 8,400 • words. Excluding ^ tlie time spent on 
comparing one man has to copy at least 18 words a*min;Be. Sir, it is 
humanly imiiossible to copy 18 words per minute conthi^ally. There 
are young and old and ij is not imssible fqr an o^d man to do the 
same amount of jvork as he wjy? able to do in his youngdr days. Besides * 
these men have often to copy from indecipherable ma‘nifscrii7ts. There- 
fore, Sir, I subnftt that the rat^ qf tlaily.olitturn of 4,200 words- shcmld 
be reduced to one of 3,600 and I would moat, earnestly request the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge to* relieve theToTv^ttese peer ‘clerks and 
muharrirs. Sir, the second point is that in the office of the Registrar 
of Calcutta, I understand, thefe are only 8 permanent copyiste and 25 
extra copyists. There is room therefore for 10 pewnaneh^ j^bsts. I 
would therefore suggest that 10 ^manent posts be created, ^e extra 
copyists .who hare beeijj working for nearly 20 ^^ears should be giveh a 
chance of getting permanent posts. 

Then, my friend, *Mr. Banerji, has referred to the appointment of 
Inspector of |legi8tration Offices. I beg to submit that formerly there 
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were 4 such’ posts Cind the nuK^___ , 

pose that^e ^umber of Inspectors be increased 
administratroC of the Department. ' 


bfer was reducM to one. I would pro- 
to 4 for the good 

Department 

‘ ft 

Then, S^r, thej'e are 21 offices \ylieie the^number of registration of 
documents exceeds 5,(K)0 and in some cases 6,000. I beg to suggest 
that joint registration offices should be opened at such places. 
Owing to influx of heavy registration the distance of registration 
offices parties, especially felr^alos, are^ often put to great incon- 
veniepce, expense and trouble. I, therefore, beg ,to recommend that 
10 or 12 offices should be oi>ened at such places whtry the demand is 
.urgent. . , ^ ' 

^ Then, Sir, extra muharrirs are not pai^l monthly. 'I would suggest 
that some arrangement might be inade to pay them monthly. 

' , t ‘ 

There is another grievance. Sir' The perlnanbnt copyists are not 
granted casual leave.* I beg to suggest thdt this matter may kindly be 
look e<l ''into. 


The Hen’ble Mr; A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I have listened to the 
del>ate on the two motions moved respectively by my friends, Mr. 
Banerji and Khan Ba'aadur I'azful Quadir. I think I heard •^.remark 
about the abolition oB the post of Tu^spcctor-General of .Registration. 
The ^question was examined twi<*e and if was found to be beyond prac- 
tical }>olitics so far as Jtengal is eoncerned. In the old (fovernmeiit of 
Eastern Bengal within my knowledge the Inspector-General of Tlegis- 
tration <‘()mbiiied with him the functions of the (\)mmissioiier of Excise; 
and in Assam i\ similar ex|)erinient is being uuule ; but Bengal is a, 
much bigger proviiice and the work that is l)eiiig done by the 
In8i>ector-Gcneral is of such 'a very ' heavy and res|K)nsible character 
that it cannot he Imtrusted to any other official; for the prevsent, Gov- 
ernment hav« considered this question and are not i)repared to accept 
the, proposal tha+ this post sliould be abolished. If, however, cir- 
cumstances show that economy can he effected in thaf, direction, I can 
give my fiiends this assurance that we will certainly consider whether 
tho iX)Vt of Jnsj>ector-Geiieral' f'aiAiat j.ye combined ^witli some other 
post, such as Commi^^isioncr of Excise. But, at present advised, I 
do nqt think*that it ca>in)e done. 

Sir, as regards ihe other points raised by my friends, I can say that 
most of tlu\.rr concern details about which I am i)ersonally ignorant; 
but what I propose to do is ?o forward ? copy of the debate in this House 
to, the Insi>ector-GeneraI of Registration, who is our adviser in this 
Depariment and I would ask him to let me ha.e his views as to how 
far the proposals that have been made can be accepted.. I believe 
that there are some in which relief can be immediately given. T know 
th^it the lot of the copyists in the Registration Department as well as 
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tliat of the poor muharrire is very haiA ^ud I can t^ll thelHouse that 
I have on my own motion asked tBe Inspector-General tp consider 
what relief can be giwen to these pojjrlj’-paid hardworlai^fficers. 

Then, as regards the question of the second p<^st of Inspector of 
Registration Offices, I <iafl inform the House lhat an additional post 
has been created and the appointment to i^h*it jK)st hasibeen nfade verjf 
recently. On that point I do not think there is any cause for any 
complaint. Generally, is I have sAill tjiat I am ignora^it of details, 

I will seek the llt^lp of the -Tnspector-Generul to carry into effect all 
the suggestions that have been made^ in this Ho\ise. Some of them 
seem to l)e of a very pressing character, and^l can give^my, friends an ^ 
assurance that I will do iny best to see that fliey a'ji' cariied out. With 
these words I commend the demand fpi^the Registration I)(‘pnrtment to’ 
the favourable qonsiderartion of this House. 

• • • ••• • , 

A Member: May I what is the Governnwoii jxilicy v^nirching 

bribery amt (X)rruption? ** • 


Mr. SPEAKER :.TIue (juestion has not v^t^bVaii mised at all. 

• • • * ^ 

The motion of Mr. I^ Banerji ♦w^^s, tlien put* and lost. • 

above motion coverlid. No. *8(10,, the latter did not arise. 

Then the motion that a sum ( .f i>. 18,81,000 he granted* for exj)ondi- 
tnre under the head “11 — Registration” was pnt^and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjoui'ned till 'i-dO p.m. on Monday, the 
6th September, 1937, at the Assefnhly House, Calcutta.^-* 
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Proceedings the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under tbo provisions of the. Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thk Assembly met in the Asse^mbly* House, Calcutta, on Monday, 

the 6th September, 1937, at 3-30 p.m. 

¥ , 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hopjble Khan Bahadur" M. Azizxjl Haque, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, llie eloven Tlon’ble Ministers and 213 members. 

»* I 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to V.’hich oral answer* were given) 

• # r , * 

Detenu Mr. Paresh Chandra Sanyal. 

*97. Mr. CHARU* CHANDRA RQY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minlbbt^ 

in char.ge of the Horne (Special) Department aware that the health of 
Mr. Paresh Chandra Sanyal, of Tungail, a detenu in Deoli Camp, is 
broken dotvn ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ph'ased to state — 

(t) the action Jaken by (Tfovernment to improve Mr. SanyaPs’ 
health; and ^ ^ 

{ii) whether Government are prepared to transfer him to any 
l^e»lthier place in Bengal? 

s 

MINieTER in chLrgs of HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwgia Sir Nazimuddin): (a) ancl ih) (?) The detenu has complained 
of dyspepsia, insomnia and loss of apptl-ite, but on medical examination 
no organic ^defect found. His present weight is 135 lbs. 

compared with 148 11 s. on admission. 

(iVy^Orders have been issued for his transfer to Bengal. 

•* » 

Babu NACSNDRA NATH SEN: What is the reason for this 
reduction in weight of 13 Ibs.P 

I 

Th. Hwi'bl* Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 
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>• I ' 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA M^^ilMDAR: How Igng hat) the 
<bt«nu been suffering* from ( 4 'spepsi 5 ? 

e 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir N/ttiMUODIN S 1 ask for notice. 

% • • • • 

•• • • 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTTA MAZUJIIDAR: HoV long Vas % 
detenu kept under detention before tjie complaints were ^iiade by him 
to the authorities^ * 

• 

a 

The HonWKhwaJe $ir NAZIMUDDIN; 1 ask for^ notice. 


Deienus trom Mionapere. 

*98. Mr. DEBENDRA LALL .KHAM: (<?) * Will th.- *\{oii'hl« 

Minister in charge of the Home ^Special) HdJ)i^r^ment be pleased to 
state — *• • 

(?') The imifiber of i)ersons in tbe district o^’ Midnai)ore who have 
been kept as deten*li8^ under the JLlengal Crinunal Law 
Amendment Act; «yid • 

(n) the number that have been 
( 1 ) in jails, 

{ 2 ) in detention camps, and , 

• • * . * 

(.:i) as village find home iiitetnees respectively* i' 

(6) Uo t)u‘ Goveriini(Mi( (o release them in near futureP 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) Tlie* •infurmutiou 

desired by the bon’ble member cannot l>^ collected vi’^j^houi an unc]^ 
expenditure oi t^me -and bibtiinr which Govern^nent^ ^egret^ they are 
unable to undertake. 

• 1 • * • * * ^ 

{})) The attention of the hoiiwle member is in^Ued to the statementT 

made by me on the 9th August. * 


Dr. NALINAK 8 HA SANVaL: Will the Hop'ble UimsVr be 

pleased to state if he maintains^ any register of detenus* and other 
political prisoners in different jails^nd in different ^canjps ? ^ 

The HonHile Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I cio not \^in Inin aqy 
register district by district . * . " . 

48 “ , 
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Or. NALINAKOHA SANDAL: Will tlie Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to gtat^ if ,tbe District Magistrates bsTe' kny concern with tbe 
administratioi. of detenu camps- I'r other places of detention? 

The Hon’ble Khwaj'a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A certain amount of 
concern they do have. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AKYAL: WiH the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if ihe District Superintendent of Police has got any- 
thing to do with the administration of persons detained under his 
•respective .furitidiction 1" V 

The Hon’bte Khwaja 8ir KAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir, nnder their 
respective police jurisdictions they have a certain amount of control. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the District Superintendeiits of Police and District 
Magistrates have to exercise jurisdiction over s(>ine of these persons 
placed under detention in their jurisdictions; and if so, is it not up to 
them easily to find oui who they are and how inaii\ of them there are 
under their respective jurisf'ictionsy * ’ - 

The Hpn’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIItllUDD'IN ! There are other methods 
also of finding out the information, but as 1 have already stated it 
entails a great amount of ‘labour, time and cost of money wliich Dovern- 
ment regret th^y are-unable to undertake. . ^ 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANY/iL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to siVte it a simple letter addressed to the Superintendent of 
Police would give him this information or noti^ 

The kon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It woulct not do if we 

nddre^ssed onlv one SuperintendeiP of Police. 

^ • e 

* ** ‘ .. ^ i 

Dr. NALINAK85iA 8ANYAL: Ilut so far as this question is, 
concerned, it is with regard to Midnapore only. The question is as 
follow^.:— " ' 

“(t) thie number of persons district of Minapore who have 

still been kept as detenus under the Bengal Criminal Law 
(Anaendm^t) Act.” 

May I subiifit that in the circumstances stated ^ it refers to Midnapore 
only? 
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•I ' 

The Hon'bia Khwajl Sir NAZimUDOINi Blit may# I draw the 
honourable member\‘t attention to* question No. (it) namely, the * 
number that have bcpeii kept in jails, ^n detention cam^sti^ich concern 
more than one district? 

• 

Oft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Biit^is*it not ajso^a fact ithat thefe 
are two jails in Midnapore and that is more than one? • 

• « 

• • 

The Hon’ble *Khwaja Sir^NAZIMUDDINj 1 understouii it to lueau 
jails all over Benj^al, 

IChairman, Qistrict Bdhrd, Midnapore. 

• » 

*98. Mr. t4IKUNJ/V'BEHAR4 MAITI: i/;)>*VCi]l the HouIJble 

Minister in (‘hiir^>*e of jhe#Pnblic Health and Lpi’al Self-Hmernpieut 
Departinehi he pleased to .state w hf^ther* the p’li'sciit ('haij inan Of the 
District Boanl of Midna|>ore holds othce a^ aw« elected ('hairman t>y* 
the memlKO's of the^ District Boa id ; oi' aj)]>oiny*tJ J>> *the (Tovernineiit 

(/i)^f the answer to clause ((i)Js^n the affirriiativi*, will iht;H(m’l)le 
Minister J)e jileased, in view of tlie chan^'ed cieidition of tl»e country, 
lu restore to^the ineinliers of*tlje l>istric4 Boai^l the right of electing 
their Chairman as soon as possible J • 

MINI8TER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF<*./ 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hoir’blf Mauivi .8yed Nausher ^ 

• Ali)s (a) The present Vhainnan has ^een elected by •meinbers of the , 

District Board and not appointed by Government * 

• « 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. NIKUNdA BEHARI MAITI: l» the Jion’bk Minister amre , 
that the presqnt^ Chairman of^the District Boajd of ijidnagore is not 
an inhabitant of that district? * 

• I • * • ’ * * • 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YEO HAU8HER Akif am not aivare, Sir.* 


Reoonetitiftfofi of Vocal Boordif Midnapore. , 

• t 

• *100. Mr. 18 WAR CHANlfllA MALf (a) Will the Hon’ble • 
Minister in charge of the Pi|blic Health and pocal ^ll>GoYemment 
Departmeiil«*be pleased^o state whether the reconstit^jition of Local 
Boards in t&e district ^of Midnapore^has been due after \^eir term of 
four years? 
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(b) If the* answei'*to clause is in the affiUnative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the next election of members to 
I he local bo^^s^n the said district will take place? 

f ^ 

The Hoti'ble M^Ulvi 9YED NAUSHER. ALi: (a) and (b) The 

reconstitution of the local boards will be due in August, 1938, and 
the geneial election will be held on such dates as may be fixed by the 
Magistiale of .^lie district under the Election Tlules. 

Midnapore Local Boards. 

♦101. W. ‘NIKUNJA^ BEHARI WAni: Will the Honble 
Minister in charge oi the PubKc Health and Local Self-Government 
Department be pleased to state — ' 

(i) when weie *thb last local boards’ elections held in the district 
, of Midnapore; » 

(ti) what is the iisi^al ]>eriod''of existence of these boards; 

(m) whether that period has' in the case of the Midnapore local 
boards' be'eA ^extended ; 

(iv) if so, by which period; aru^ 

(i?) wten will the, next local luiards’ elections l)e held? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YE0 NAu'sHERi ALI; (i) 10th Tune, 1933. 

{ii) Four years in areas to which section 7 of the Bengal Local 
Self -Goverimi cut (Amerdment) Act, 1936, has not been extended and 
5 years in areas to whiTh this section has been extended. 

(til) and (iv) Section 7 of the Bengal Local Self-Government 
< Amendment) Act; 1936, is applicable to Midnapore local boards. 

iv) On addte to he fixed by the Di.stiict Magistrate under Rule 32A 
of the Election Rules under the Tiocal Self-Government Act. 

’ r' 

Mr. NUCUNJA BEHARI MAITI; With reference to answer (m) 
an^ (?>), what is the reason tor apj lyinri; section 7 of-the Bengal Local 
Government ( Anvendment) Act, 1936? 

The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAUSHER ALI; The Act has been 
extended Ao as many as 17 districts, aihl Midnapore is one of them. 

C , ' 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDAA MALrTs it not desirable to apply the 
amended Act to^such hoards as had been constituted before the passing 
of that Aot? / . 

The Hon^ble Mauivi 8YED NAUSHER ALI: Not necessarily, Sir. 
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'* . * 

Witness sheds in erimi All* courts, Rangpur. ’ 

• * ' 

*102. Haji SAFIRUDDtN^ AHMED: Is the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revene.e DepSrtinyit nware that tjiere arg no witness 
sheds in criminal couris in the Rangpur .district heatjquarters P If so, 
does the (lovernment conteinplate to trect ihe Sltuie in tlfe* criminal 

coiirt.s at Rangpur at an early date? * * 

• 

• • 

MINISTER *n.charge of^REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Sir Bijoy Pra^tl Singh Roy): T here is a witness shed which is liow 
being used to aecoinimTdat^ the Bengal 'U^naney Act», Oertificate ami 
Debt Settlement offices? It is projxgsed to shft't these offices to llie 
main bmlding wlien the hlilice moves to the Settlement ofiice 

building on the tennination iff the. •District aSeJt|^meiit operations. 
This arrangement will firobably tate effect within a yea;*, so tlie witfn*ss 
.shed is lijfelv to be availatde for ^ytne^^es wLthfn that pexi(ftl. ,* 

Babu NAGENQRA NATH SEN: Wliere tlw* witnesses sit 
file m%antiin^? 

Ihe Hon’ble Sir BIJAY PQASAO’SJNGHtROY: I want notice. 


SHORT NOTICE STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

• • • • 

Hunger-strike of detenu Mr. Abdul Halim. * 

• 

•102A. Miss MIRA DUTTW* GUPTA: («) tvill* the Ilon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Home (Special) Department "lie pleased to 
state whether it is a fact .that Mr. Abdill Hatim, wlV^is now a dejenu, 
at Pachagarh in the di.strfct gf Jalpaignri^ is on hiingir-stryte ? 


(h) If so, si^ce when did^e s^art his hunger strike? 

(c) What are the reason.s this actigilj^* J . 

(d) What m the present state of health of ^r. Halim? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir N^ZIMUDDIfl: (rt) aiul detenu 

lias given up the hunger strike on fhe Ist September^ . 

(c) Sympathetic lunger-strike with th^ Andamans Hunger- 

Strikers. # , 

• • 

{d) His health Is satisfactory. 
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’ ( • 

Mr. NIHARENbU' OUTT^ MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister be pleased jlo state whether any c(9mmunications w'ere sent by 
the detenus fo^jail authorities bei 9 re they resorted^' to a hunger-strike? 

* I 

The Hoifble KhWaJa Sir NAZIMSIDDIN: rl ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHARENDU OUTt.A MAZUMDAR: Did the Hon’ble 

Minister enquire about the state o^ health of the detenu when he went 
t-n hunger-strike ? r' « 

The Hon’ble KhwaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN; No, Sir ' 

• '' S , « i ‘ 

, Mr. NIHARENDlf DUTTA MAZUMD/^R:‘ With regard to question 
(c), may I know if the Hon’ble 'liiiiiister took any steps to oscertain 
whether any reason rm'H given by tlie.detenu before he actually resorted 
to a hunger-strike? , 

The Hon’ble Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I l.pliey^ he did give 
feaMiUN that hit* \^•as a sjnipatliefii! iiiinger-strike. , 

' ' ' ( * 

♦102B. Babu KHACENDRA KATH DAS GUPTA; (ri) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in cl^arge of< the Honie (vSpecial) Departineat Jie 
pleased to state wliether it is a fact that Mr. Abdul Halim, a detenu 
now interned at Pacbagarb in the (Kstriot^of Talpaiguri, has gone on 
bunger-striko'? 

(b) If the answer to {w) is in the afbrmative — 

(/) wdiat are tb^ Reasons which led him to take such an extreme • 
step; and 

(//) for hpw idany days has btf been on hunger-strike? 

< 

(c) Is it a fact that be has been vsuiferiug on and off from various 
(diseases since hii^'lnternnfent a\ r^chagarli?* 

{d) Doen the* Hon’ble Mcnister conteniptate releafsing him at an 
earjv date? ♦ u J 

' (c) Will the Homble Minister be jileased to state whether he is 
considering <^be desir;»^)ility of permitting the questioner, who 
represents the constituency wdierein the detenu Mr. Halim has now 
been keyit in coutiuement, to have an iifterview with him to ascertain 
the pre.4ent ^tate' of his hfalth, his grievances and if necessary, to 
induce him to give up the bungerstriL'^ ? • 

, t. ' 

The Hon’ble KhwaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) and {h) ^he detenu 
has given up;tbe hunger strike. 

(c) His health is satisfactory. 
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(d^ His release will ^e considered m acco^daijse with the po^oy 
announced by Government. ^ * 

(e) Does not arisfe. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA«8ANY^L: Will the Hou ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the report about his health has be^i obtained fropj 
a Givil ^rgeon? / 

The Hon’bla (jChwaja Sir^AZIMUETOIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIHAfilNDU OUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’hle 

Minister be pleased to^state»t)p what repoJ he opines^ tlmt his state* 

of health is satifffactory ?* • * 

• • 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwajll ‘Sir NAZ4MUDDIN: last report ye 

had about him. 


Mr. NIHADENDU DUTTA 'MAZJMDA‘R;*From whom was tfie*^ 

last re^)rt about the liealtli of Mr.^ Abdul H^linroijitafiie.d ^ ' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUqOIN: 1 for notice * 

• • 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DAI^TA: •For how*man\ dt^vs w'as l^e on 
hunprer strike? * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: He comuiepced it on 
• Saturday, the 2f)th Juh» and gave it up on the, Ist Ajigust. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which antweri were laid on the tabi^) 

• • . • • •. 

Calcutta ImprovemSnt T/ust schemes. 

♦ * * 

86. Maulvr ABUL QUA8EM: (a) In th^^on’ble ^Inietci; in 
charge of the Public Healtji and Lo(*al Self-Goveriynent Department • 

aware — * . •• • * 

• (t) that schemes framed back by*the Calcutta fmprtjvement 

Trust for the improvement of Wartfs Xos. *14, 15, 10, 17, 

• 18, and 27 l!i|ve yet remained in abeyance; and 

(ii) thaF several schemes framed later affecting poitions in the 
northern ^uarte/s of the city have been' ca^rriJd out? 
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(h) If the an8\s^r to (a) ia jn the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state the reason fortgiving preference to schemes 
framed lat^& i ** 

The Hon’ble MaulviBYED NAUgHER A).l: (a) (i) No such scheme 
has been kept iir abeyance. ^The only schemes framed in respect of any 
of these wards not yet complefed are two schemes in Ward No. 27, viz., 
Scheme No. XXXIII regarding Southern Avenue — Ist Section, which 
is nearing (completion, and Scheme No.^ XLVII r^arding Eastern 
portion of Southern Avenue, whicch is in progress. , 

(n) Some of Ihe schemes which have In^en carried' out in north 
Calcutta wtre 'fraiiKMl later than those r.^ferred to in (a) (i). I may 
explain that it has been the policy of the Trust to carry out works in 
the north and south of the city t^iinultnnccoiisly as far as possible. 

(h) Does not -ar^se* ' , r 

• t , 

Mauiv: ABUL QUA8EM; In'', which portions of Wards 14 and 
15 inipr(>vements been carried (fut ? 

The Hon’ble Mautvi SVED NAUSHER ALI: 1 want lu^tfbe. 
Grants to union boards by district boards. 

J 0 , ^ V 

87. Mr, BIRENDRA KI8HORE RAY CHAUDHURY: (a) Will 
the Hon’blc Minister in charge of tlie Public Health and J^ocal Self* 
Government Depaitment be pleased to state the principle according to 
which the distru't boards make ^nancial grants' to the union boards? 

(6) Is it a fact that many union boards in spite of their levying a 
rate under sectioi5-‘17 (h) of the Peijigal Village Self-Government Act, 
1919, receive cnly a nominal grant from the district boards? 

the Hon’hia' Mauivi SYED NAUSHER ALI: (a) The hon ble 

member’s attention is Invited to section '45 of the Village Self-Govern- 
ment Act, as well as to Government Circular No. 3267-70L.S.-G., dated 
the 20th July, 1921, a copy of which laid on the Library table, in 
which the district lK.<trd>rT^'t:re directed' to distribute a substantial por- 
tion of the augmentMion grants received by them among the union 
boards within the- district. 

(h) \>a7€imment are aware of complaints by union boards regarding 
inadequacy of the grants made to th^m by the district boards. 

Mauivi ABOUL feARI: Is the Hon’bl^ Minister thinking of 
laying down < general principle regarcKng payments to 'be made by 
district boards tp union boards? 
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* ♦ , ^ 

The Hon’ble Maulvi*8YEO HAU^MER A4.l:*The 4 )iinciple is 
already laid down, as stated^in the reply and in financial matters like • 
this, Government do •not consider it^desirable to forc4ttife hands of 
district hoards which are self ^ci^^erning institutions, but would always 
expect them to assist union boardh as liberally as*their fihuls Avould 
permit. " *• , * . . • 

* » ^ 

Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Will, the (lovernment , consider the 
desirability of ta]fin^ action ^^ainst delinquent district boaids who do 

not respect the Government Cireular:^ • ♦ 

• * ^ 

« 

The Hon’ble Mauivi Sri^D NAUSFUR ALI; question* 

assumes that diisirict boards have beeiu guilty of *delin(|ttenc\ whiclj I 
am not prepared to aceept. . 


Detenuj of Pabna and Bogra.» ^ 

88. Babu NARENDRA NAAAY/\N CHAKRABARTY: v /) A\ fll^ 

the Hon’ble Minister iu < harge of the Ironie^(liolitpcal) ])(‘pai linmit be'^ 
pleased^o lay 6n the table a statement Hho^^ing~ 

{i) the names of persons resident of distried^ of J^abna ind Bogra 
respectively, who hn^'O so far* been •arrested and detained 
under the Bengal (Mininal Law Aim^ndment ‘ Act aml^ tlie 

Bengal Suppressi(m of Terrorist Outrages Act ; 

$ • 

{ii) how many of them are still under detention — 

(A) in detention camps, 

(B) in jails, 

(C) in village domicile — (1)* outside .the district, and * 

(2) within the dishridt, and * 

(D) in home internment; 

(Hi) the n^es of internees from 6ther districts at j)resent aetained 

in the* districts of ^abna and Bflgra respectively ;* and 

» 

(i/v) whether ally — 

It 

{A) personal allowaBee, and 

{B) family allowance, are paid to all fhe internees mention- ^ 
ed in {i) and {hi)? ^ $ 

* • * • * 

(b) If the answer to (a) (iv) ^ in the lAgative, will the iTon’hle 
hfinister be pleased to state — • * , ^ 

(t) Hie /lumlJer of detenus under (a) (?) and* (hi) to wliom — 

(it) personaj allowance, and 
* . • • 

(B) family allowance, respectively, are paid; 
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(it) the amoun^i paid to rOiich detenu t?nder the above heads 
separately; and ♦ 

(m) nanae^ of detenus who have complained df — 

,(1) insufficient personal or "fafiiily allowance, 

(2) indifferent health, and • 

(3) inadequate medjcal aid? 

(c) How many internees under (a) ({) and^ (Hi) have applied foi 

their removal to — ' 

(i) healthier places; 

(ii) home domicile ; an*i 

« . C/ , t . 

a (Hi) places where adecjuale '’"medical ajd is available? 

A ./t 

m 

(d) How mar^y ^pf these applications referred to in^ (c) have been 
granted and how many refused? 

^ The Hon’ble Khwajp Sir NAZlM^UDDIN: The information desired 
by the hon’hle member is not available and cannot be obtained without 
an undue expenditure 'of -^ime, lalyiur and m()ne;V which Government 
regret they are unable to undertake. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SAMYAL; ^Vill the Hon ble Minister 
pleased to sa,\ wliether tlmre is an o^fficer known as District Intelligence 
Officer of tlie Si)e(‘ial llranch whose duty it is to maintain a register of 
detenus amt other political prisoners detained in a district? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; 1 again repeat that 
this questif)!! refers 'o all the detenus who belong to Pabna and Bogra* 
and a mere retention of register is net going to help me to answer the 
question. ' ' . 

^Mr. 8ARAT flHANDRA BOSE; Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to stated! it is aTact that .District .Officers do maintain a register 
containing' the haines ^of persons belonging to districts to whom the 
Bengal Oiminal Law (Amendment) Aat applies? 

^ #• 

The Hon’bie Kh^vbje NAZIMULfDIN; No, Sir. 

' *, 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased tc state if his reading of the question is that this question refers 
to persons rj^siding elsewheue ? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I think it refers to 
persons who afe residents of Pabna and Bogia who have'^o far been 
detained. Such detenus of Pabna and Bogra are under^eteniion all 
over Bengal. 
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Perfonnaiioe of prayers by^ MuhanahhAan priMMim in the Comilla 

* Jail and other Jails. 

. * 

88. Mauivi MD. HASANUtzAi^AN: (a) Will th^ Hoii’b^f Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) l>ej>artment ^be pfeased state — 

(?) whether there is any legal bar to^the prisoners in Bengal jails 
performing their religious ^ rites and saying their prayers 
regularly’ ’ * <* * 

{ii) whether the •Muhammadan ju is^mers oi*(Vmiilla jail are albhwed 
to perform their religious rites; and 

{'iii) whether on the gc(*asitffi *4»f the last XoJtpuja ceremony a [)er* 
formanfe was held ju the (Nuhilla jail com]K)iih(l ^ , 

(b) If tte answer to ((/)(///) is in tJie attirmative, what are tlijB 

reasons for not allowing the Miihaiumadan prisoners to sacrifice cowis 
and jierforin prayers in thV ja^l? ’ ^ • j • 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be also plea.st*d to state whether (toV', 

ernment are considering the desirabilitV%of allowing cow sacrifice and 
performa^ice of i^rayers b\ Muhammiid^n priw«^neVs hi rtie* ('omilla jail 
and other jails of the provini'-e*' , . • , 


Thn Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZJMUDDIN: (a)\i) am] (//) Prisoners 
in Bengal jails, including the Muhiynmadan piisohei’s in *Ui(‘ (’om^Ua 

jail, are allow^ed to say their payers and observe certain religious rites. 

> * 

(???) A jatra j>erformance w’as lield near the staff (luartevs but out- 
side the perimeter wall; no animal sacrifice \f 5 |H,made. . 

* (6) No animal sacrifice* is aUowed in u jail; Mfth^imnrtulan prisoners 
are allowed to say their prayers. , , ’ 

* 

(c) I am not prepared to chango the existing luhft. 


ew (•noe 


Mr. 8YE0 JALALUDDIN HASHEMYt With reference to answ^pr 
(c), does it not^ntorfere wdtji fhe religious rights ^of Mufjlim prisonerif? 

The Hon’ble Khevaja Sir NAZ^MUDDIN; No, Sir. I do not think 

that interferes with tlie religion^ rights of Mus limst * 

# 


AemJle convicts. 

jBe. Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BAHERJI: Wfill the Hon’ble 'Minister 
111 charge of the Home (Jails) Department ])e pleaded to lay a statement 
on the table s^iowing sinci^l9f3(T — • 

(i) the niunes of th^ ladies who have been convicted for^offences of 
a political ftature; 
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Htandii)^ has abrupt^ been closed and removed to a villas 
Kotasure; and ' \ 


(ii) causing distres^ to the poor inhabitants of about 36 

villages ? 


(6) If the Efhswer to cloTdse (a) (i) is in the affirmative, will the^ 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased 'to make an enquiry into the mattery 


The Hon’ble Maulvi^STED NAUVntK ALI;«A representation to 
this effect was received by Government on the 26th Jaly, 1937, and a 
report lias'he^ii called fot from the District Magistrate of Birbhinn. 

w ^ ^ 


^ ^ uiwir 9ur5iiMnD« 

93.- Mr. K. N00RUDQIN:,(») Wilf the Hon’ble 
charge of Toe Public IJeiilth and l^ocal Self-Government Department 
)>c pleased to name flow many li'gber posts are hold by' Muslims in the 
^Medical Depart in e»t‘:" , 

(b) 'What is the proportion?^ , 

((?) How many Civil Sargoms'nre at present in Bengaf? 

{(I) How iniiny arc Muslims? * 


The Hon’ble Mauivi 8YED NAU8HED ALI: (a) and (b) These 

questions arc indefinite.' 

(c) Tw#»nty-sever . 

(J) None at pi>?sent. 

) 

Mauivi ABD'^L BARI; Are Members of the I. M. S. recruited 
from among the Mem]>er8 of the Bengal Medical Service? 



Mr. bVVd JALALUDDIN H^SHEMY: WiU the Hon’ble 

Minister be prepared |o fill the 28tlf^vacancy in Civil Surgeoncy by' a 
Muhammadan f 

' ^ \ 

The Hon’ble Mauivi iYED NAU8HER ALIi If a Citable eandi*. 
date be available. 
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mi 


Short Aotice Que8tio«*(StarAd).*« 

» 

Mr. HIHARENDil DUTTA MA2UMDAR: Wil^ Hcm ble 

Minister in charge of the Hcm^ •(Police) Department be pleased to 
state — , * * * * 

• . . . 

(i) whether it is a fact that the ofKce of tli^ E. B. 'Railway 
Workers’ Union at Kanchrapara, which is also the loc^l 
constituency dflice of the Ilon’ble Member for* Barrack i)ore 
Labour (’oiistituency, was searche^l by the local poli(‘e on 
Fridayt the 27th August; 

Hi) whether it is a i'act tfrai Mr. Pulin BhattacharjeeyA\'ho was in* 
charg^ of that office as locaP represent ative the Ilon'blfi 
•Member for J3arra(;kpore 'Labour Constituency and also as 
an employee pf'the aforesaid Union, ^fa» iirrested after the 
search and is.bei^g deiaiued in custody^; 

• / • • - ’ 

(lii) was there a valid warrant.fdr the afortv^a id •search ^nd aVrest; 

(tv) what are the.reasons for the same; , • 

(ej what is the nature of articles seized in the course of the search; 

* #»> 

m % 

(I'l) whether he is aware that* the (General and Departmental 
Membership Itegister Books of the U?uon vere seized and 
carried away by tl^e polhe along with ilie personal effects of 
Mr. Bhattacharjee; 

(vii) what are the reasons for the seizure »of the Membership Regis- 
ters and Book^i of the Union; and 

vtii) whether he contemplates passing necessary orders — 

(1) for the immediate restoration ol the artid’js bel.>)nging to th® 

Union; and , ' 

a 

^ (2) directing that Mr. Pulin Bhattacharjee be forthwith 
released Y « i 

Th«HoifbieKhwaJa8irNAr2lMUDDINr (i) Lb. 

J * 

(u) Yes. i , 

(m) No warrants were requlft»d by law. 

ft 

(iv) The prenjises were searched and Mr. Pulin Bhffttacharjee was 
arrested’ on ^ihe requisitian of the Officer-in-char^e, Canning P, S. in 
connection #lfh a case/inder section 117, I.P.C., read with sections 148 
and 448, I.'P. C., which has been started there Against Mr. Pulin 
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Bhattacharjee. TJic o^lence joeing cognizabfe, no warrant was neces- 
sary for liis arrest. • . 

(v) and*t?’?>> Tbe following articles were seized^. — 

(a) A note book coniaining severaf articles on communism and 
{•ond^tions in Russia, and articles criticising terrorism and 
Gandhism. 

(/;) three pamphlets in Bengali on the present conditions in Russia. 
(c) The K. B. Railway Workers’ Union notice bpok, Kanchrapara. 
(rl) Registration book, E. B. R. Workshop Unto^n. 

(v/i) TI4* Registers wt^’e seized for s^ijutiiTy and examination. 

(vii)(l) The articles would be disposed of acvcording to law*. 

( 2 ) The offence for which- Mr. Pulin Bliat'tacharjec is arrested is 
bailable. 

Mr! NitNAREkpiJ ' DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Was that charge ♦ 
against the arrested person in ctmnection with some work of the local 
Kisan Saniitie's in tV.e Port Canning orea? « ^ 

The Kon’ble Khw<iia Sir MAZiMUDDIN: This is a short notice 
question, Sir. aftd I j^nve no further iniormation available. 

< * 

Mr. NiHAREKOU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: If there was no 
warrant for the seizure of the register books of the union, under what 
authority 'did the poKcc seize ' the books of the union which is a 
perfectly lawful orgi.nization of' workers? 

The Hon’ti,le K^iwaja Sir NAZIM JDDIN; They can do that on the 
strength of fiie sej^-ch warrant, Sir. 


Dr. NALINAXSHA $A>iYAL: Is it the practice with the police, 
to take any and everything viuring a search or is it tbe practice to take 
dnl}^ such articles apd .other things wljich may be of an incriminating 
nature ? < ' ' 


The Koff'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Whatever they think 


is necessafy they take. 






Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will tb3 Hon’ble Afinister be 
pleased to etaie if articles criticising terrorism^ are conflidtered objecr 
tionablehy fh6|)oliceP 1 : 



The Hon’ble Khwaja.Sir NAZIMUbpiN: This, case is stib judice 
and the articles have been seized in omiliection* with certain cliarg'es 
that have been made. I do ift)t even know what thc^e chaises are and 
I am afraid I cannot ^dd anything ino^e to what I have^aiready stated. 

» •* 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: Whaf is the* scope of 
the search warrant which was issued and wert^the artich's wliicli^ 

the police were aiitliorised to seize? > * 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Iloa’ble Minister has alrt^ady .said' that in 
connection with tl^ift short ^lot ice quest jon he has given all the iuf(fi*nui- 
tion which was *availal)ic to him. Jn view ot that I do not think that 
this question can arise, ^speoiaiiy as the inatH‘r is sub 

Mr. N4HARENDU PUTT MAZUiADAR: 1 am asking, Sir. about 
the articles wliTch the gc^ircli Marrant authorised tlx. bo# seized. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sm.NAZIMtlDPlN; 7 Ix^e no.»infoHn&tion 
on the subject. • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is an articW cfriticising Gj^ndhism 

• o. 

objectionaWe ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZRMUDDIN: do mi say it» is 

• objectionable. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMPAR: Will . thd Ilon’ble 
•Minister be pleased to suite c^itegorically whetht^i-^t is* not a fact that 
the register book of the union seizeil with a view to vtctimise the 
employees who have joined the union 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIt^ : ^'ertaii^y not. 

d7. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Why Vere ilie artlcles'^criticdsing 
Gandhism and teriorism seized / \» 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot ^llow that questio^ because \he Hon’ble 
Minister has already said tjiat all this is in connectipn with judicial 
case which is pending and therefore is not within ^the^ puu^iew'^^of this 

House. 

0 

Mr^ NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR»S Wil) the Hon’ble 
Minister be'jjl^ased to state whether Mr. lihattacharya ha^p been granted 
opportunities to come o^it orubail ? 

49 
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iThe Hon’bte Kf|waja Sir filAZIMUDDIN; It is a bailable case 
and there is'no.rea^on to suppose otherwise. 

Mr. SPeVi^ER: Next questhn. ^ ^ 

' ' ' '' 

Dri NALINAK8HA SANYALs On a point of order, Sir, 

ilr. Diitia Mazumdar was on' his legs and he was going to put other 
question when you were pleased to pass on to the next question. May 
we submit that we should havt; full opportunity to put supplementary 
questions during the first^hour of every day’s meeting? 


^ Mr. SPI^KER: Dr.^Sanyal, you must idealise, and I hope both 
),lie Leader of ihe House and t^ie Leader of the Opposition will agree 
with me that to-day is the last da'J' of the Bud'gqt debate. I have given 
every latitude tori)i’t' supplementary questions during t^^e last 16 days, 
it ‘would not be fair to the House if it doe^ not get to-day the oppor- 
tunity participating in the Bqdget debate which has got to bo 
brought to a 'close to-day^- 


Regarding Mr. Spiraker’s consent to the adjournment motion of 
r Kif. Sjiirepfirar Mohan Maitra. 

|Nr. SUR.ENDR^ MOHAM MAITRA: Mr. 8]>eakei, Sir, 1 have 

got your consent to my adjournment motion to raise a discussion on the 
situation created by tlie closing down of the Hajshuhi College by Govenu 
ment. M^y I now have the leave of tlii' House to move it to-day. 


Mr. SPEAKER:' I have given my consent that this matter should 
be brought day af^r to-monow and to-day. 


Cer^tain oommenttf in thp ‘*D|iinik Basumati” of 4th September 1937. 


Mr, SI^EAl^Efi: ,t)u S'Jiturday last J referred '^to a matter of 
^Tujjvilege of this Assfembly’ arising oift of certain ^^omments in the 
•'Dainik Basumati”.^ *The comment was — that Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose 
the leadef f?f the opposition is devoicHof sense of humour, else how 
coul3 he even imagiJie the question If parliamentary dignity and 
decorum' for the Bengal Legislative Asseulbly during the ministerial 
regime!^ of_ Mr. Al. E. Fazlul Haq. 

The comment further was: — 


In a legislature ^here Khwaja Nawhb Uabibullah easily say 
thnt £e has given up all that he possessees^n order to 
imnrovo the lot not merely of peasants but the toiling 
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millions of Bengal, does Mr. Hfarat think that 

parliamentary Signify ami ileooium eait Jbe established in 
such an as^|pmbly. 

•• • 

I brought the matter to tfie n 4 )ti<‘c of the Housg on Saturday last 
and gave time to the jxiper concerned. J find that Slie paper in its 
issue on Sunday has justified its eommeiis and has* (diaractertsed h itf * 
a head line as an act of heat on my i)arV 

I have considered the matter veiy cmdy. If the paper wouh-l have 
merely remained content b> criticising n^ or my •conduct as tlie 
Speaker in any*nianner«it^liked, 1 would have advised you to leave tlie * 
matter there. 1 have never n|ii>^ impatien* of any criticisms in the 
press and I haw? alwa*ys, profited by Jhem. Tl«e TTouv.^ knows tha^ 
from tht^time I was elected tis yoiui^peaker, I was ^ry anxious that 
every possible •facilities ^should be^givtm to the press, as 1 genuinely 
and honestly feel tHat in ^le future development and slmping of 
parliamenkiry government in tlfis ^<iount^y, the press must iijjv’ays l>e 
one of the most imj)orlant factors in our i)uhlJc life. Lejfde*rs of 

the different parties know how anxioul 1 have jjtfl along heeji to mate* 
suitable arrang#nien1s for a juess |jallery oi^ the'fh)oi« of this chamber^ 
and when permanent arrangements could not he iwadc, 1 took personal 
interest in^arranging a temporary g^ffery for th# press. I slpifl ah' ays 
he anxious ^tp ])j()vide evei y •j)ys.si])l^ fafcdlities# foj- the iv])oi(eis who 
have often to discharge very onerou^ and^responsiWe diflif'ii and 1 would 
be the last per.son to be luftled ])y any ])iess comments so^lonj; it*doe8 
not infringe on the privilege of this House. As it laatter of fact there 
are other papers in (^thoitta which have h(*e*i no less ciiticul hut 1 am* 
.glad to say that they hi^ve lu'en fair aiol reasrtii^J)le in nfatt»‘is concern* 
ing this House. • ^ ^ ' 

I do maintain that wliat(‘ vr.f II... natnic and i^w>mj)lexion of the 
Minist]}, whether any j)articuluriA^^riiiistiy renmin.s gffes, the House 
shall always endevour to maintain its own dignity and flecorum ami 
woe be the day when the Jfouse will defend Jits dignity and preajige « 
on the cTTioitr (ff jn»y It is’there|ore f#)r thi.s*HoUfj^ to decide 

w'hether a comment that a parliamentary dignity and llccofum cannot 
be established h/ the House he4aru»e of *a* particular Ministry is oi^ 
not strious lueach of privilege ^or tins House. • , 

I do realise that this is onl/ the beginning of* jmrliamputaiy system 
of Government and as Mr^ reminded ine fli'e other day that we ^ 

are still new to our task and I would have been glad t(rleafe matter 
there without bringing it to yT^^iiotice if the pap^r had ev(ii /emotel^ 
suggested in its second article that it did not iii^an to convey anything 
against the House itself, its. privilege, dignity i^nd decgnim. I would 
hate overlooked that paft of the comment w’here, it is said that I was 
not able f^Jceop the#Chi^ Minister within bound of/ parliamentary 
decorum. T b^ve since bad opportunity to look'tt) tb(? practice in tjie 
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House of Coinn^ons and I find" tKat for breach^ of privileges committed 
in the House in the presence o£ fh^ Speaker, the Speaker has the power 
direct to take action, but it has normally been the practice to refer 
such matters as also matters ari ing oui of the House to a Committee 
of Privilege which^is a sessional committee constituted at the beginning 
of each session. I also feel that the question of privilege is likely 
to arise from time to time and ii is tlie house that should not only 
decide all its privileges but also all matters concerning breach of 
privileges. Hr. Sanyal has raised a question as how the new'spapers 
should publisli reports of prweedings ot this Hou^e. I would there- 
fore suggest that the Leader of the House may be pleased to move 
a resolution on the following lines asi,J:he first item immediately after 
^questions oA'^ the 8th instant and if carried, I shall tpke steps to hold 
elections on tHd‘ 9th so that I*inay have the advice and guidance of 
such a Committee in the present matter and in the matter raised by 
Dr. Sanyal. If '“sucV a Committee be constituted, it will enquire into 
all complaints of brdach of privilege and recoiumend all matters con- 
cerning privileges. 


Resohition. 

That a Committee t/f Privilege he immediately constituted with the 
Deputy Speaker.as th# Chairman* coiiN'sting of 11 members elected by 
single traiisf(^rable vote and thereafter unless otherwise decided under 
Standing Pules and Orders, such a Committee be similarly constituted 
as a sessional committee as the first item at the beginning of each 
session. 

Mr, SPf:AKER: May Lnow know, if (he Ticader of the House will 
be agreeable to brmg a resolution on lines I have suggested? 

The Hoii^ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: vSir, I have no comments 
to make, hut 1 shall he glad to bring forward such a resolution. 

Mr, SA^AT CHA^^DRA BOSE; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think I should 
a^CpresS the feeling which is upperm ist in my mind at this moment, and 
that is, that the Hons(* may well congraj^ulate itself on the decision you 
have* takeli this aftert\oon. As you knew, Mr. Speaker, the House of 
liords end the House** of Commons in breat Britain, which together 
constitute* what is ‘known as the High Court of Parliament, have their 
respectiye ^Committees of Privileges. There they are in this advan- 
*Vigeoii8 position that each House is the guardian of its own privileges, 
and those privileges are in most respects w^ell defined. , In this country 
the difficulty that we have to face is this, v^hat the privileges of a 
Chamber such^ as tbis are somewhat indefinite and undenned; and. 
therefore, Sir, I welcome all the more the decision which you have 
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taken this afternoon for* the foimation clf a Committee *of Privileges. 

I am also glad that the Reader of thJ^lJouse has efcpressed his assent 
to it. . ^ 

The only other observatioi^ I desii% to make is this. I feel that the 
constitution of such a Cqjnmittee^will not onl^v pres^ve a^iid enhance 
the dignity of the House, but it will, at 4jie same time, preserve and 
enhance the dignity and independence the Pretfs and thal *i8 tvhal 
we are all interested# in. I am sure, Mr. »S])eal^r, you •yourself arti 
interested in it j^st as niuch^ I fefl that without a dignified jiind an 
independent Pres^, •which will make its comj^rnts witho!it*fear or favour 
and which at hlie same^time will malie its comments with dignity a»d* 
decorum, w’ithout such a Pr(-ii^^^. is imj)ossA)le for the province or the 
country to advtwice. 1, .therefore, w^come, th# decish/n which yoi 
have taken, and I ho|3e the*Coinwij^ee of Privilegeff^ will function in 
such a manned as will (;putribut(^ to the dignity ^f ^this House and^also 
to the independence* of the. Press * * 

Mr. SPEAKER: May 1 iminire Mr. .MP^^ir if hc^agiees to yig 
constitution of a Coimnittee of PrivTleges on iudialf of the European 
Group? • ' 

• 

Mr. C. MILLAR: On btdialf oh the Ehiroj^elhi Grou]), 5>ir, I most 
thoroughly welcome the appointment of a sucl^ a ^-ommittee. And 
might T suggest that in its prcliftiiiiaiV inv(‘stigation irfiy such •Com- 
mittee should consider what l(‘gislation may be^Jiecessar^f in order to 
enforce any decision which the (kmimittoe of Privileges miight havp • 
to take? , 


Mr. SPEAKER: Thank yo«, ladie? and gentlemen. 

The Ho use will now proceed ^Wth the Budg^ deurtind!^, viz., Demand 
No. 13 — Other Taxes and Duties. 


THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENG^ 
FOR- 1937-38. * ^ 

DEMAND FOR CRANr! 

• • 

* 1»— Otlfc^axes and Duties.* 

/ . 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCIj ROY: On the recom- 
nendatiohfif His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum 
»f Rs. be grafted .for expenditure under the Wfead “13 — Other 

axes and Du^es”. * • . 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Maulvi Abu Hossain Sai^ar. 

' ' • t ^ 

Dr. NA|.INAk8HA 8ANYAL: May I subi^iit, Sir, that all the 
demands tba^ have to be voted ot to-daV»may be moved by the Hon’ble 
Ministers one afte/* another? 

" Mr. SPEAKER; What* 1'^ propose to do is this. Half an hour 
should be devoted to the discussion of this demand, viz., “Other 
Taxe^ ^nd Duties’ \ Another hour shoul^d be devoted to the discussion 
of Labour m&V.ers under “Miscellaneous Departfl^^nt” and under 
‘[ports and Pilotage”, in which Labour is 'particularly interested. 
After these ^two demands *are finished, -i I would ask the Hon’ble 
Ministers to mpve their deman/ls one after another. • 

t. 

Mauivi ABU ^Q^SAIN SAR.KAR; Mr. Kpeak^r, Sir, I beg to move 
that the sum of Rs. 43,000 demanded^ by t^!he t Hon’ble the Revenue 
Ministei: for expenditure under the^head “13 — Other Taxes and Duties” 
bf reduced b]V Rs. 3().o(K). (widespread demand for the abolition of un- 
popular tobacco tax)..\‘ ‘ 

This amount, Sf‘, viz.* Rs. 80^500 represents the entire demand 
made tJie adiniiAsl^ation of the Hobacco tax. 1 feel I have some 
privilege fo move a ih 9 tion lik6' t.hns, as^I come from a district which 
grows tobacco Ai lai^e quantities, I mean the district of Rangpur. 
This* Tobacco^ Licensing Tax takes ‘us ba(^ to the days of the Round 
Table Conferences, when the representatives of the Bengal Government 
.pressed thtt Government o/ India for a sliare of the jute tax, and the 
Government of India as.ked the Vtovernment of Bengal to exhaust all, 
its resources so i?hat id might receive more. than 50 per cent, of the Jute 
Export Duf.V. Unfortunately,* the G<»>^ernment of Bengal to comply 
with this dir^tiok’of [he Government of India taxed tobacco, which 
is ^said to bee the poor man’s solace. This tax is considered to be one 
of tile most obnoxfous ta^xes ip Bengal, because it touches the pockets 
of poor men. A(.rricultjirists work very hard in the ejiUKner as well as 
in the rainjfe 8ea.soh, and when their lives‘ become intolerable they take 
ont pull at the hookah dn order to settle and soothe thfeir spirits. This 
solace is also denied io .him when he goes to a shopkeeper to buy his 
tobac/?o becufuse the ^hopkeeper demands more than the usual price, 
as he h^s to take out Hi licence for selling tobacco. I consider Sir, it 
is a sheer /:ni.elty to tax the poor men like the agriculturists of Bengal, 
to whoiJ^ tl^e'^onl/coKifort ip life is the co'iifort of smoking. No doubt, 
tljese agficulturisls pay, other kinds of‘\axes on their necessities of life, 
•uch as the salt tax, the keropne tax, and taxes on other necessaries, 
including that on match boxes. But these tapxes are collected at the 
source; therefc^e, he pays those taxes practicaHy unconsciously, but, 
here, this tobaccyi is a direct tax, and it directly touches his pocket 
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and Ills spirit rebels when •he thinks ^thaf the only ttiiifj? of comfort to 
him, viz., tobacco, is also being taxed. I submit, Miat if the House 
votes for my motion,* Government w^l not lose much* lor, from the 
erfire country Government coHectj Rs. 3,50,000 only. Out of this sum 
more than Rs. 30,000 is gptiit as expenses for rfftaininj^the (Tepartinent. 
Therefore, Government will lose only a synT of near, about Rs. 3 lakhs^ 
If Government sacrifice this small suii^, it will not lose very much, 
but at the same tinie it will get ^opportunity of snaking itself 
popular. “Do a^i^y with th^tobac(’o tax” was the sk^n durfng the 
election campaign* of many of us, and especi^fly of those gentlemen who • 
had got hookah as their syinl^s^ They had# to carry on a propagantfa 
that they would do awa^’ with Hiis tobacco tax at^once. This hookah^ 
Sir, so far as 1 reniemb'er,* was the *symbol of ou^* Premier in his 
Paluakhali baUle-field.* Therefore, it is expected that the Premt^ 
this time will make*at least some 'effort to dcf aVtfy*i^dth the tobacco 
tax. I knpw, Sir, that th?V exi^rt^rs of foreign* tobacco, ci^jrs, and 
cigarettes will not like this idea.* 1 afso know,. Sir, jhat tiief rich 
people of Bengal who spend hundreds,^)f rupees month for smokid^ 
will noi tax th^ir brahis for a few annas oi; for.a few pice which thel 
agriculturists are to pay for buying *his tokaccp. iTherefore, I appeal 
to the repi^sentatives of the agriculWIrists, win* ^ime here directly by 
the vote of^^lie agriculturists, ^o aceej^t.tliis 11^)^011 to do away with 
this obnoxious tax. Up to this tnne, Sir, we /lave*d(Mie practically 
nothing in this House for Hie agriculturists, Whatevet^we di<f, we 
did for our benefit only. We passed our Ministf'rs’ Salaries Bill; we 
passed our J^resident’s and Speaker’s Salary Bill; and we jmssed our 
.Members' Emoluments Bill, but directly for (1uT,agTiculfuristH we have 
done nothing uj) till now. h confess. Sir, jtbat bftpe of ligjitening the' 
burden of taxation on the agriAlturists practicaljN^ lureif me to join 
the Krishak Proja Party. But o*ie*monih’H expeneTice •in this House 
tells me that I had better call myself a member of the Nikhil Banga 
Loot Pat Samiti. Sir, our Chief MiniHer a jfew days back pronjjsed, 
us that cart lftad« of goajs Vill be ‘scored against a<lv|rsaries. I 
confess, Sir, he has scored soijie goals, but 1 may remind Sim that he 
has scored no gods for his electors. • I w^nrfd appeal to him to reifieml)%r 
that at Patuakhali he had to in|ke this promise fljat he would do away 
,with this tobacco tax. Now, nf he cares a littla for the pobr agricul- 
turists, he ought to'help this^House and the Ca*binet to do awy with 
this tax now and here. Tlien, I think that will do & greal for bis* 

constituency. 

• 

Now, Sir, DO doubt the agriculturists are not ’touched by this ttfx 
but the tobacco'is grown ine small part*of Bengal, and in the greater 
part of Beyik^l they are a*ll buyers and not growers. Therefore I appeal 
to the Sb^u^ through you most earnestly that jthis motion of mine 
may be accepted so tbat^tobacco tax may be repealed* from ibis time. 
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Tobacco tax -wUs 'impoeed wLfn ^Bengal wr.s under a severe distress 
due to financial Crisis and it was introduced as an emergent measure. 
We expected, ‘Sir, that with thf recovery from "^financial distress this 
tax will go. But I found from t\e speech of the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister Vnich te' delivered at the time of introducing the budget that 
/heiys w.as no indication of tU\ing away the tax from the shoulder of the 
poor people. On the other ha*ad, there was a mild threat to the effect 
that tliis tax. would* be renewed.* I appeal to the House to see that 
this idx mayinot be renewed aga’in, bu! at the 8a^lfe time it may be 
repealed now and here. With these words I recoinineiwl my motion to 
t*l)e acceptance of the Hourse. 


Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE; 1 rise to give ‘my whffle-hearted sup- 
port to the motibn* 'moved by my friend Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar. 
Of all l^inds of measures that^were, brdiiglif in, *in 19-15 this tobacco tax 
was '(1 m. inosj. unwelcom^e measure, because it directly affects the poor 
people in the mufassi^ij^ Of courtse, apparently there is rfome exemption 
in the case of gaowera, but^ in actual operation of Vhe .^ct we ^nd that 
the gr((wers as ^\ell t)ie sellers are harassed as a result of this measure. 
It is laid down in tlnj •Vet that a*^pan who sells more than '*20 seers of 
tobacco leaves or ke^p^ a stock 1herepf*is a wholesale s.ejler: so also 
in the case of* retail (Sellers tlieye is p specific amount laid down. Now, 
Sir,* in actyal operation we find that the growers cannot take their 
tobacco leaves to thft market for sale because as soon as they go to 
‘the market they are caught hold of by the excise constables and they 
ask for license'. And vAi^n the growers tell the*ji that they are growers,* 
the constables ask ff)r pro;)f and thus they are harassed and cannot 
avoid the paymeni^f some safami to ^he constables. The local officers 
are also agait^st fliem and the grrfwers are asked to sell their tobacco 
outside the* market as if they have their own market. These poor 
pectple cannot make a nijarket* of their own^ It is apparent that these 
growers afe n^f , allowed to, sell their toharco in the ’market simply 
with a vieV tor patronise the licensees ^ (who have taken out tobacco 

licAnse) : and this mea’ns a great hardship to the grSwers. 

« 

TJien tjiere are some landless people ^who are in a much worse posi- 
tion than the cultivators themselves. Sc|ne of the cultivators may have 
lost their ^layded pjroperty or holding fol* not being able to pay off debt 
to theiB*m^hajan& or, for other reasons ai^have become landless tenants. 
These persons may nuake Iheir living^ oy preparing hwis and toba<^o. 
^hey have lost* their holding and may have taken up as an alternative 
this bm-making profession. Men like the’m ape surely hai;d hit by this 
tobacco tax, because as soon as they take up this professibttf they will 
at once be regarded* either as wholesale of retail sellers* and so they 
cainnot avoid the payment of thif^tax. In tVis way thfese poor people 
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are also bard bit by tbe provision. It^is •tberefcre, ^^essary that tbia 
Act should go • 

(Here tbe member having, reached the time-limit^ Resumed bis 
seat.) • 

• * # • 

Mauivi MD. MOZAMMEL HAQ: Sp^ke in Bengali. 

• 

MTi PRAMATH/f NATH BANERJEE: I ris^ to support the cut 
motion of my ffi^d Mr. Abu Hossaiii Sarkar and wlyle iloiiig so I 
am very pleased Vo hear that bookka was^ie symho? of the Hon’ble 
tbe Chief Minister. I was not present at l\atuakbali and I cannot tmy 
what pledges H^e Chief Minister, then trembling in the midst of bis 
election^ fight, gave to bis* constituents. If he had that wonderful 
83 mibol, then 4 might* with reajion'Tonclude that he^has smoked away 
those pledges. I hear*! just no>\' the speech 'oi ♦my poet Vriend 
Mr. Mozammel Haq:\)oetb do*not always rely* upon .facts and when 
ray friend referred to this section of the*Hous^ wijli whose ccT^cyrrence 
tbe past Government was supposed sio havS , passed Ihe obnoxuiys 
tobacco tax, \e probably forgot lhat the Congress was then nowher^ 
near the scene. The Congress infghi lihve fil^d the canvui> of bis 
imaginattbn. • ^ / • 

The second point which my*frieini Took was»t«bt the present Govern- 
ment could not possibly be held guilty of the .Vlris its predecessors. 
There again my friend probably did not read the whife piyier^f tbe 
Hon’ble Finance Minister in which he said specifically that the five' 
taxes imposed upon the people of B^engal in 10d5 would lie reimposed 
by the present Goverifment and the tobacctf tl^x is one* of the brotherly 
five. The origin of this tax i.^ obscure, t In 11^15 Sir Tohn Woodhead 
wanted to prove himself as a member of the Gov^^nmenl of Bengal to^ 
be good a boy. The Niemeyer Colnmittee had just'^becm appointed and 
Bengal was most anxious to have a share in the Jute Hxport Duly as 
well as in the income-tax, and therefore Bei^al put up a note nqjt on^y 
to show thaf it^had made retrenchbientf^ to tbe exJeM of Its. 77 lakhs, 
but that it had imposed additional taxation to the extent obRs. 30 lakhs. 
Within these So lakhs was iiu^ltided *the hibacco tax. Thaf deti|ion 
bad also ^an ulterior motivet because Sir Jol^i Woodhqgd was then 
most anxious to effect a rjjstoration of the nut in the* ^larios of all 
Government officers — a /estgration which was* to have cost g bankrupt 
Government only an annual recurring liability of Rs. 17^i» lakhs. Tbe 
«tobacco tax yielded only RsS^, 30,000 last year. * It is efjiecjbd to j^ield 
only Rs. 3,50,000 this year and the expenditure on pccount*of tbe^col-^ 
Jection^of tobbcco tax has-been set down at I^. 30,0Q0. I do not know 
whetbcaMthe expendifure on account of tbe collection of tbe tobacco 
tax is included in t^ie expenditure on account of collections of tbe Excise 
Department! I find the expenditure on MV. Tobacco has been 
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transferred frbm^one hjad totenother and whenever there is a transfer 
of heads I always ^eel a little Suspicious an& doubtful. 

Upon the v^rtubs of tobacco I do ;\pt thinkf I need dilate much. 
On Saturday morning I canonizecf opium fiind hemp and sang of country 
liquor. Tl^is afteaioon,! do not ^propose^ to imitate my friend 
Mr. Mozammel 6aq in dilating upon the great virtues of tobacco. Its 
Virtues kfe quite wfell-known- tp those of us who are regular chimneys. 
Well, Sir, this is commodity lyhich knows nb distinction of race, 
caste, qreed or colour and I d6 with the^utmost siqc^rity support the 
cut motion for^the abolition of ^the tobacco tax. I notice that the 
•B^nourable Finance Minister has just come back. If he, in his plenti- 
tude of bounty had given us an assurancaTibt to smoke away the amount, 
my friend ihe Hon6urable tho* Chief Minister had not had the hukka 
as his symbol, t&en our task mig^it' have been^ lightened. This is a 
matter on which 'Ye,,qught to divide.* This is'ef tax which the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister should not look forw^d tc/getfeing next yeaj*. 

At.tljis stage the.Hobse was adjourned for 15 minutes. 

i 

(Aifter adjovTUinevt.) 

Mr. Sf^EAKER: \ ,^may just'^^announce at this stage' that in 
modification of our p^i^\ious p/dgitimme the Home Department have 
sent us a coninjuiHcatiUn that t^e Hquse will sit on tlie 8th, 9th, 10th, 
11th, d3th, 14ffli, 15th, 16th, 20th, 2l8t, 22nd and 23rd and non-official 
Bills will be ‘taken up^on the 15th and 16lh and not on the 21st and 
‘22nd as aniKfunced before. tN on-official i:esolution8 will be taken up on 
the 8th and 9th‘. The will sit at 4-45 piin. daily on the 13th, 

14th, 15th, IGth, 2()thcand 2^Td instead of*at 3-45 p.m. except on the 
lOtli and lltk wlien the IIouse*will sif ai 4-30 p.m. and 10-30 a.m., 
^respectively. A fo^ihal letter will heosent to all the members in the 
usuaii course. ^ 

« ; 

' Trie Hon’ble 4ir Bi4,OY PRASAD SIHtIH BOY!« Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, 1 do no€.>proposp to go into the merits of the tobacco tax and I 
will ^leither try to justify* the tn^f nor^dmit that it should be abolished; 
but^ I will submit this^*much that it is^not a tax on tobacco but a 
license jLax tois selling tpbacco. Those who said that it is operating 
very harshly on agricuKurists were not q^ite correct. Sir, the tax 
expires autojnaticnlly*’ in August, 1938, the life of the Act being three 
years, and^qjh Government ajid the Housa^will have ample opportunity 
of tbnsidereng whether, the tax should be renewed or not during the 
nexi budget session. As a matter of fact, Government are at present 
busy collecting figures from different districts regarding the^j 2 |fect of 
the tax on the v£\fue of tobacco and on the consumption of tobacco. 
‘ So it is rather early fo» Government to come to a decisioi^ one way or 
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the other, but this bein^ a taxation measure Goveinment are in a 
position to announce that Ibey will J)^ "^’uided ^olel;f ify the wishes of 
the House and if the pouse is inclined to the view tl^at the tax should 
not be renewed, Government <vill ina^e no effort to khi^ the Act on 
the Statute Book and they wi!l pq by the wishes of the House. The 
Act expires in Auj^ust, ,15738, and durinp: the hext hisdget ^session the 
House will have ample opportunity of^ Sbciding ,on the facets ,thet ’ 
Government propose to place l)efore it to whether the Act should be 
renewed or not. With these few w?)rds 1 wouhl'*reque»l*the Hon’ble 

mover to w'ithdraS’Jiis motion? ' 

• 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA Mr Speaker, may 1 ask for 

information on wne or tw^) jmints fron\ the Hon'lde Minister who ju«t 
sat down? What else^ can 'the G(*7ernment do in a matter of this 
nature except *to abide, by the decision of the blouse? What is> the 
concession lie is mating I ym not able to understand.' 

• ' » ’ 

The Hon’bje Sir BUOY PRA6A[\8ING>» ROV: Government ^re 
no doubt bound to ,obey the wishes o*f the Hoiwe, but if it is clear to 
Government tlfat the majority of ^h^ Homx*' do inji wish the .^ct to b^ 
renewed, , Government wdll not ^,ven make Ja proposal^ for its 
continuance. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. f AZLCIL H\JQ: Sir, ever s^ncu i assumed 
ofiic.e I have heard remarks from my friend's on my left as regards 
election pledges and the manner in which 1, have brokem those pledges 
, and gone back on solqmn promises ihade the time of the election. 
May I, Sir, on this tlie last* day of the bi^dget (^scutsion make one or, 
two friendly observations in ordi^r to quicken the memory tif my friends 
of the (\)ngress and their suppor^evs like Mr. Ahu ^os^ain Sarkar and 
others? I am doing so, Sir, in a spirit of humility '' a vd subject to 
correction if I am making any mistakes. \ quite realise, Sir, , that 
my friend's of the Congress and t^eir allies pke Jfe'. Abu Hdssain 
Sarkar have been smarting under a sense' of defeats' they ^ave received 
at the hands ofHhe Coalition and, it is npt sprprising that they 8}y)uld 
indulge in one or two sarcastic remarks in order- to have some constat 
tion at least from the remarks, however irrelevant and imjiistifitjd they 
may be. At the time of thejelection the Congrjiss gave a solemn pledge 
in their manifesto that* th6’y are going to wreek th§ qonstitutiop. 
(Dr. Nalinaksba Sanyal : -VyRead it again.) May that t|ey never 
come when I shall have to lo"^ to Dr. Sanyah fpr inspiraticn to lead 
an English document. I have read the election manifesto through 
and through; to wreck the constitution was the Congress motto but 
they hafe*now takep the oath of allegiance and hav« accepted office 
and they are enjoying the sweets of power, a nd,eveit^ Mahatma Gandhi 
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has found something good in this much maligned constitution. (A 
Voice; What dboat the resolftfian regarding constituent assembly?) 
That was after thh 'election. If the Congress can change their attitude 
after the elec^iidn, the Coalition froup afle also entitled to change their 
attitude after the election. 

Now, Sir, I'^am submitt'ng this only in a friendly spirit; I am 
(jnly poin dng out that even Congress Ministers who are supposed to be 
free from anv blemish or fault, who are ideal adiiinistrators, have had 
to modify their election pledges a little in order to - suit the require- 
ments of the fine ; hut so far as I am concerned I dfo not admit that I 
h^ve broken my election pledges. 

Now, Sir, coming to the point at isf^e, tobacco tax, it is true that 
my symbol at the '"time of the election ' at Patuakhali was the 
'' llookaJi'' and my symbol at the o.lier constituency was the “Plough’’. 
1 wahted the “IJlougb” at IMtuakhali also ‘but the chance of the 
lottery threw ihe ''llnohiir on me ai’d I make the very best use 

of that s, mbol in order to carry on the campaign against my rival. 
Now, Sir, 1 did' say that the tobacco lax weighed very heavily on the 
cultiviiiors and ought Ko be abolished. 1 am prepared to admit that 
'1 did g've a jiledge to my t'onstitm ncy at Patuakhali that I shall do 
my very best to lia've the Act ♦ Tvqienled. That being the position I 
have explained, as re-^tlirds the Goulition group, that so far as this Act 
is (umeerned 1 an^ perj^ohally very strongly of opinion that it should not 
be repewed and that it should' he ahowed lo die a natural death. As 
^ regards tlie question of repi'ul, my friend Mr. Aim Hossain Sarkar, 
who is a lawyiT of repute, must understand that one Act can only be 
repealed by ano+b^f repealing Act." 

♦ Jf it is tbe d( ure of the House that tbe Act should be repealed 
before its time, it can be done by a repealing Act and Government will 
not certainly cjipoae its introduction. It will be considered on the 
merits in the House and my friend', the Minister for Revenue, has said 
that if it is tbe wish of tbo majority of the House, Government will not 
oppose tbe repeal of tbe Act. Sir,^ I think so far aiy this particular 
motion is crncerned, there is no difference between Mr. Abu Hossain 
vSarl|,ar and myself, becau,se we' are both agreed that fbis tobacco tax 
does cause hardship the cultivators. Whether it does jso or not, 
that is, the opinion he Jiolds and that is the opinion I am prepared to 
endorse. ^Tlien we both are agreed that' it should go. It may be 
allowed to dio. natural dteath or, if it is to' be repealed, it must be 
done by ij r^ealin'g^ Act and, it is open to *iny member of the House 
bring in a repealing Acv So far as we are concerned, we leave it to 
the discretion of the House and for this reason : this Act was intro- 
duced, as has been pointed out by Mr. Pramatba'Natb Banei^i,^ in order 
to raise money \o enable Government to forego the salary cul Now, 
Sir, as we understand^ the situation, if tbe tax has got to go, then 
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• salary cut or some sucK cut of tliat kind will hfive lu i.nposeH and 
Ooverniiient will have to survey tlie^T^hole sii’uati>)iro If ft is your 
<Jesire that this Act should go, then I think we wilUkave to consider* 
other ways and means of raising revenue and one of will be to 
impose a salary cut. If it is ‘Jie desiA^ of ihe House that we will pro- 
ceed in that direction, in 'vhatever way you dfsire to proce^id, we will 
be prepared to at'cept your decision. That being the position, I 
submit that my friend, Mr, Abu Ilossaui Sarkar, will at least on* the 
last day of the budgi^ debate agree to withdraw^ his motion Iwcause 

the motion is • ' 

• « 

Mr. KIRON SANKXr ROY^ I'ro] )ose /or anot*h('r Hound Table 

Conference. ^ • ♦ 

• • • 

• * . * 

The Hon’blh Mr. A*.^K. FAZ4.UL MUQ: That is another method. 
As I was saying, tlie motipn i.s for the abolitifth i)f the unpopular 
tobacco t^x because it is a witles^rcad demand. I agree tjiat it is 
“wides])read”. I agiee tliat it js a “deniaiyl”. 1 agree tVnfit is 
“because” and I .agree tliat “it is unv^ftpular” ; but whdr^ 
is tlft poinby Iliere is no (piestion fiofore. the House of^ 
repealing the Act. (Dr. M. , I)vs llryTA: to st-tengilien 

your liaiufs.) My liands are strong enough. ohje(;t ot* this cut 

motion is to* draw attention tc’) tlie w^desiiread and for tfio abolition 
of the tax. Attention has been dj^iwn J,o the faA thil U is unpopular, 
thai.it is a wirespread demand; we admit it. If you wifnt a Di^^sion, 
you will have it. 

♦ 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: . S^r, may I have a few minutes 
to reply to the Chief Minister’s remarks ^ • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already closed tlie debate^and I am sprry 
I cannot allow you to speak at this sta^e. I^will, however, permit you 
to raise this l¥)int later on.* f * • • • 

It seems that the amendment ofAlr. Abu Hossain^Sarkaf is irregular, 
as it says that the demand be recced 4iy 30,500 which i8.the|8um 
provided for the establishment for the realiss^l^wi' of the tobacco ttx. 
Has Mr. Sarkar any objeefion' to the motion bein^ amended as 
follows : — • ^ ® 

“That the demand be reduced by Es. 100, to raj^pe a^difeqpssion for 
tLd abolition of the unpo^aj^^ tobacco* tax 2g it isV Videsptpad 
dtemand.” 

Mr. ABU H08SAIN SARKAR: I have no objecti^OD .to the motion 
being amended as pJoposfed by you, Sir. 
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The uiotioy being put in the amended fontf and a division was taken 
with the ^llowitig'^esult: — ao « 


AMil HaKfm, MmItI. 

AMm Majid, Ma^lfi. 'i 
ANmI WaMd, Maulvi. 

Ata Huuali. tarkar, Maulvi. 

Akul Fatal, Mr. Md. 

AkaMd Kkaa, Mr. Cyad. 

Aiinuddin Ahmad, M^. 

■aiwrjaa, Mr. F. 

•aiMrjM, Mr. Framatha Nath. 
•aMrjM, Mr. Sihnath. 

■aaarji, Mr. latya Frlya. 
•aantrjM, Mr. Manoranjaa. 
farma, Mr. Fuapajit. 

Baau, Mr. Santoah Kumar.^ 
Bbawmik, Or. Oobinda Chandra. 
Blawaa, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

■lawaa, Mr, Surandra Nath.< ' 
Boat, Mr. Carat Chandra. 
Cbakrabarty. Babu Nartndra Naray 
OhattoMbby^y, Baku Haripada. 
Oaa^ Babn Mahim Chanda, 
liiaa, Bbbu Radbanath. 

^Oaa Qupta, Baku Khacand^ Nath. 
4>aa Qkf im, nr. •!. M. ( 

Daa Bnpta, k^r. Nartndra Nath, p 
Oatta, Mr. Ohirtndra Nath. 

Outta Qupta, Mla^ Mira. 

Outta Maiumdar, Mr. Niharandu. 
Cmdadni Haqua, Kaii.y 
QhtN, Mr. Atui Kriah^a. 

Qiaauddrn Ahmad, Mr. 
t Qupta, Mr. dogaah Chandra. 

' Haian Aii Ohowdlnry, Mr. Sytd. 
ilbiaittddin Haahtmy, Mr. Cytd. 


AYE8..«> 

danab All Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Khan, Mr. D^btndra Lali. 

Kumar, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. NiihHba Nath. 

Main, Mr. Nikunia Btbari. 

Maltn, Mr. Cureiidra Makan. 

Majl^ AdwaHa Kumar. ^ 

Majumdar, Mrt. Htm«prava. 

Mazumdar, Mr. BIrtndra Nath. 

Mandai, Mr. dtpnbra Nath, 
^^irnuaman lilamabadi, Maulana Md. 
M-ickui HaiaJn. Mr. 

MukharjM,^ Mr. B. 

Muklurji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Muiliek, Srijttt kihutaib. 

^ain, Mr. Bar<^da Fraianna. 

Framanik, Mr. Tarinieliaran. 
ramiitt^iin AKtnad, Mr. 

Ray, Baku Fatiram. 

Ray, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

*Ray, Mr. Kamalkriihna. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Ray, Mr. Kiihari Fati. i 
' Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

^lanyai. Or. Nalinakiha. 
iarkar, Baku Madhuiudan. 
tan, Baku Naftndra Nath. 

Chdhadali, Mr. 

•hamtuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

SInha, L7ijut Manindra Bhusan. 

Cur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Framatha Ranjan. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


^ NOES. 


Akdul Bari, Maulvi. ^ 

AkdukNafMi, Khan f^ahadur lyad. 

Abdul Nalli, Mr. Mina. 

^bdui l^akim Vikrampurl, Mr. Md. l 
A kdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. > . 

Abdul Hamid 8hali,< Maulvi. 

ANul Jakkar Falwin, Mr. lNd. 
AkdulAaitn Mr. 

AkdLI katir Biawaa, Maulvi. , \1 
Mkdui Majid. Mr. |yad. 

Akdul Wafiak Kfcai, U. 

Akdnr Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Akdur Rabma^,tlddiql, Mr. 

Abdur Ruhaad, h^aul^i Md. 

Akdur Rant, Krmn liAfkQIaijTi t. 

Akdur Rauf, ill,; C^k. 

Akdihr Razaak, <Jaulvi. 

AbdiA Cbakaad. Mauhrl M^ 

Akidur Rata Oliowdhury. igian Bahadw. 
Akul HaiMm, Maulvi. 

Abui HuMia, Mr. Aluuad. 

Abui Qnaaam, MauM. U 
Attab Htaain doardar, Maulfl. 


Ahmad Aii, Khan Cahik Maulana EnayatpwL 
Ahmad Aii Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad HoMin, Mr. 

Alfazudljir Ahmad, Khan Bahadur. 

Aminullah MaulvL ^ 

^ Amir Ail, Md. Mia. 

irmiLang, Mr. W. L. 

. Aihratali, Mr. M. 

Aulad Hotaain Khan, Maulvi. 

; Bani.arman, Mr. H. 0. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barma„Babu Framhar*. 

Baza, Baku ^latindra Nath, 
lltwat, Baku Laktbmi Narayan. 

Brasliac\iir. F. 0. 

Caie»^> QM^nt 

Okippandaia, Mr. d. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 
eaapar, Mr. C. Q. 

Oraalald, Nr. C M. 

Das, Mr. Aaukul Ckaadra. 

Das, Mr. Kitit BkuskP. 

Dass, BaH Dakaadra Hatk. 
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FiM Rm Mr. M. 


rrnm H«f, tM Hm'Mi Mr. A. K. 

FttM Q«a«r, Khan Balwtfar Ma«M. 

F«l«r RbIhmm MakiMr. Mr. 
auiMatw. Mr. E. 0, 

Ahaak Ohaaikary, Mr. 
ttalaa tarwar Hanbil. Mr. skak fyatf. 

Aaaiai, Mr. •.A. « 

QrtfHIka, Mr. 0. * 

Nakfkaliak, tka Haa'kia Nawak lakalar K.. at 


MatiaMia Okawikary, Maalvi. 

HamiaMia Akaai, Kkaa lakik. 
Nasaaaiiamaa, Maalvi 
HatMm All Kkaa. Kkaa Ba|lllar. 

Haa^aa MarskaE, Mn. 

Nayaraak, Mr. Ragart. 

MaaEry. Mr. Oavia. 
larU Akaial Mia. Mr. • 

Jaaiaiakiia Akaia4, Mr. « 

Kaiaai All Mdia, takikiaia Kawaa 4ak tyak. 
Kkaitaa, Mr. Dakt Pratal. 

MafiiaMia Akaiai. Or. • * 

MaiaaMia Okaakkary, Maalvi. • 

Maktak, Makarajkamar Uday Gkaad. 
Maktakaddia Akmad. Kkaa Bakadur. 

Maadal, Mr. Birat Okaadra. 

Maadal. Mr. dagat Gkaa*dra. 

Miliar, Mr. 0. 

Milaa-Rakartaaa, Mr. 0.%. L 


Margaa, Hr. Q.. tU.E. 

Maaiaai Aii Mallak, Maalvi. 

Maiaiaaial Hag. Maylvi Md. 

Makaoiiaad Ataal, Kkaa Sakik Maalvi Sytd. 
Mokamaivd Aii. Kkaa Bakadar. « 

Makanuqad Ikrakiai, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiad lirail, Maalvi. 

Makaaiaiad diddiqav. Dr. Syvd. 
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MaltBdiil* or. N. t. J • I 
HuliA, tka Mta%la MM IRikaaia IMkary. 

*MalHtk, Mr. FaUa Bakary. ^ 

Matkarraff Maaaala, tBa Haa*klk Nawak, Kkaw 
Bakadar. * k 

• Mbatagatwal Nagaa, Mr. lyad. 

Maatata Aii D|waa lakik, Mr. ^ 

Naady, tka Hdk’Ma lAl^a li| Okaadra, ai 
KatiaAEMT. 

RaMuaiiHik, NawakiadwK. * • • • 

Naaakar Aii, tka Haa’kia Maalvi lyad. 
Natiaiaddia,tka Haa’kia Kkwajaallr, K.e.1.1. 
TIiaif a. Mr. T. B. d * 

•Naaraddia, Mr. K. i • 

Rakaiaa, Kkiaa Bakadar, A^. L 
Ifaikat, tk/ Haa’kia Mr. Frataaaa Dak. 
RaJikaddiiaTaratdar, Ma*aivi. 

Ray Okaadkary, Mr. Biraadra Klikara. 

Ray. tka Haa’kia Hr BiJay Praia! Iiag|^ K( 

Ray. Ral Bakadar Kikirad Okaadra. 

’*dMdaraddia Akaiad. Mr. ^ 
laflraddia Akaiaf. Haji. 

' laifai, Mr. t, A. * • • a 
taaaaliak, Ai-HaJ Mauiaaa Dr. 
larkir^tka Haa’kia Mr. Nalial Raajaa^^ 
taaaoaa, Mr. R. Iw. . • 

Ifa, Rai Bakalar Jagaak Okaadra. 
larajvi laiaai. Mi? * 

•kakakaddi|. llM.*|(kwaJa* 

• Ikaaiaaddta Akiaad Kkaadkar, Mr. 

tj^ynMl Hada. Mauiaa. 
tlngka, Baka Natk. 

* Baka UtU Kada. * 

lafcralrardy. tN^I^’kla 1%. H. I. 

9 Tayarlak, Rai Baktdar Moangtk Ull. 

Tatal Akaiad Ohaudkury, Maalvi Jlaji. 

Waliur Rakmaa, Mfalvi. 

Wait, Mrs. Ellaa. 


The Ayes being (i7, ifnd the Noes b^ing 12S Irhe nioiiou was lost. 

• % • 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sii*Bijoy l^iasad Singh Roy^lhat a suin. 
of Rs. 4d,0U0 be granted for dxp^i(Jiture under th^ Jieail “Id — Other 
taxes and duties” was then put and agreed to. 

*. < 

Mr. 8PEA4CC11: I pr^ipise uow.n-hat fhe fallow ui| fou^* demands 
may be moved one after another, then 1 will ask the ifoii’ble the 
Commerce and litfbour Minister t<> «eply .th thte tnoUons regarding Hid 
subject i. The demands are — » \ • 

a. . • • . 

“67 — Miscellaneous”; “56 — Stationery and Printing and Deprecia- 
tion Reserve Fund — Goverj^ment Presses”, “30 — Po^ts an4 pilotage”; 
and ‘*47 — Miscellaneous Depa^ments”. 


67 — Miscellaneous, 

* • » • ' 

' MINian’lV in ohwga* of tho FiNAdCE DEPARTMENT Ithe 
Hon*blo Mn Nalini jnnjan- Sarkar): Sir, on the aecoAunendation of 
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I . ; 

His Ex'cellency the Governor, I beg to moTe that a sum of Rs. 27,07,000 
be grante;^! foif expenditure Ux»der the head “57 — l^isccsjlaneous.” 

56 — StatioTiefy and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund — 

Government Presses. 

c 

. Thq Hon’ble Mr. NAL:MI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, on the re> 

commendation of His Exeelrency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 22,6‘^,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “56 — 
Stationery and Piinting and jJep^eeiaticu Reserve Fund — Government 
Presses.” 


30 — Ports aiio^'pitotage. 

„ f < 

The Hon’ble iVIr. H- 8. SUHRAWARbY: Sir, on the recpmmenda- 
tion< of His ExcePency the Gv^vejnor, T beg „to ^move that ajsum of 
Rs. 3,85,000 be granted for expenditure u^^’^er the head “30 — Ports and 
Pilotage,”. 

‘ » 

» 

47-^ -Misoellaneovs Departm^iiU. 

• • •* 

The 'Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. SUhi^JVV/ARDY; Sii, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellt .ey the Gov^^rnor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 5,01,000 be grai.ted for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscella- 
neous Departments”. 

Honourable iiiemoers will note that tin* ^[isrellaiieous Departments 
refer to the Factories Dej)artinent, the Steam Boilers Department, the 
Electrical Inspector’s Department, Provincial statistics, Pieservation 
nnd translation of Ancietft Manuscripts, Examinations, Administra- 
tion of the Ind'au Partnership Act, 1932, and other miscellaneous 
•departments liko the Smoke Nuisances Commission, Contributions to 
tfie Imperial Library, Administration of the Trade Disputes Act, and 
'Charges in England, as \^dl 4t.s Gazetteer and Statistical Memoirs. 

' ' - 
Mr. NIHARINDU DUTTA RliJZUMDAR:; Mr.;Kpeaker, Sir, I 
infbve that the demand for R.®. 27,^)7,000 under th^'iead “57 — Miscella- 
neous” be reduced Rs. 100 (t^ discuss the jwlicy of Government 
wdtH respect to labou:' organizations and to enable the House to discuss, 
problems of labouiers’ security of ser^ce, health and unemployment 
insurance, maternity benefits, annual holidays with pay and other sub- 
jects-of vjthl intere.d to the working-class). 

I propose, Sir, to'draw the attention of this'^i^&ito these important 
questions for two reasons. On the one hand,-'tt is' x^ll known that 
conditions of Labour in this country are miseral^e at)^ have drawn the 
attention of ail sections of public opinion in th^^ world, and they have 
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been a subject of public^ calumny against India onf ijiore| than one 
occasion. It is"^"fre8Tli in our memor.% yt{ how tlie ^hftle of^ndia was 
indignant at the pictiye of India depicted by the aotorio^js AmericaA 
woman, whose name is well kn^wn in every part of the ^oHd and whose 
report w’as characterized by Mlhati^ia Gandhi a^ the Drain Inspectress’s 
report. I refer, vSir, to tli^book by that notoridus Amtricaa lady, Miss 
Maj’o. The conditions depicted there, although presented in S 

distorted perspective, were the conditioifs which are prevailing in our 
mill areas, conditionstwhich are prevfiftliiy^ in our yillages’and peasants’ 
homes, conditions jvhich are t^e dire^t outcome of the filth, misery and 
poverty in which ’our workers and peasants %ire condemned to live. It. 
is also very well known- that very lonjf ago two representatives ^f 

the British Tradp Union inoveihent, Messrs. Holdsworth and Purcell, 
were deputed to India to ‘study thiS^fonditions of labour. And what 
were the Gildings of these two eminent British trad^inionists K They 
suinnied up the whole c(ftidition of labour by saying* th^t Indian workers 
were ill-fed, half-clad, and fibrriWy^koused. These findings of ^he two 
eminent British trade unionists were arrived a^ after a carefuWffur of 
inspection of all the mill areas in Indja, par{icui;frly the mill areas diT 
both .skies of tl^e rivw llooghly. I think, 8ir^ tfiaf aftwr this declajjJion • 
about the conditions of Indian labouV from those two eminent ‘British 
trade uniornsts, much respected by^if!^ sectionS|ityld all partie*s in the 
British House of Commons, anj^he ptbfit; generilR, comment at length 
is useless to bring home to the ^ublic^ and to 'he Siembers of this 
Hoi^se the necessity ol immediate and urgent improvement* jn the condi- 
tions of labour. ” •• 

Then, Sir, the recommelldation^ of^the AYhitley CommisTiion, w'hich' 
have remained unfulfilbtd, also drew' ayefition* many of the demands , 
which are enumerated in my *0101100 wiUi Regard do lariiour .welfare. I * 
do not wish to tire this House witli very many detail^^und with drawing 
a dismal picture of the lives of ihese workers* and fif ,1he conditions 
under which they are constrained to live. Any visitor *to the mill 
areas will be convinced at a glaiK'e of tip? 4‘0iilia8t of the two pictures • 
that he will see ^d© diy, si^deT Any visitor^ can fiee lu»fbre 114111 the two 
pictures — on one side'the living (ji^rters and the reiideiitfhl area.s of 
the hi/mz .sahihx^Jjnllt managers, apid ppifbaMy ^ow'pers of the’ mifU. - 
One will see their palatial bui^diius on the bank of* the river, ’ 

and on the* other side, shut up frcnn light and tair, the lioVels (ff the 
workers, the workers* hy$tees. « iSir, in every parf of the civilized world 
the existence of workers’ hovefs on both sides of tbe saitie*Wll — the * 
double-line system — has be®n condemned^ An>*"- traveHy 'passing 
t^ttfJugh these parts. Kankiftarali, Jagatdak; Haji^ggar, Sankrail,'' 
Howrah, and in fact all the mill areas in which the workers 

live, will spa system* of double-line is Still in vogue. And not 

only that, Sif^ Yratetjsupply in these areas is also scar^, the sanitary 
conditions iire abominable,* and it is no wonder tlmt .the standard of 
50 
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the health an^ fehe efficiency of our workers, in spite of the hardest 
toil that \hey do,^ is forced down by the aboraidable conditions in 
t^hich they ^ are doomed to live and this condition is being further 
aggravated by the fact that in this CQuntry, particularly in Bengal 
with which we are directly concern^j(i, there has never been a healthy 
and humane outlook or policy on the part cf the Government towards 
l^ibour questions. ^ 

With regard to the organisation of labour that absence of policy 
was noted even byi* the present Labour Mi?rister, the Hoii’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy, when he spoke in this very hall in 1934 on the occasion 
pf the (lock strike. I shall heie cite the utterances which Mr* 
Suhraw^ardy at that time made : “Fnfoi tunately in the absence of a 
proper well defined policy on the part^of Government for the welfare 
of labour, the pojice are compelled to reroit to all the means in their 
power to break stl-ikes-and help employers howeVer rapf^cious ai^d help 
strike-breakers koweVei^ , stupid kiul foolish ^and wdeked.’’ Mr. 
Suhrawardy in 1934 condemned tbas state < of affairs and ascribed it to 
an abs«ince of policy on the part of the Government. But w’hat has 
been the change since under the aew' (Constitution this new Government 
came to power with the llon’ble Mr. Suhraw^ardy as the Jjabour Minister? 
We lind that the systematic policy of this Government and of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has bet..«to encourage the same stj^e of things 
which Mr.' Suhrawardy ccmdemp^l^jd previously. The police have all 
the means in their p^wer to break tin* strikes and help employers how- 
ever, rapacious and help strike-breakers ho^vever stupid and foolish and 
wicked : that is their policy in order to break the trade union move- 
ment. 

We can also with .|)it)fit look back to tbe cardinal point of Mr. 
Suhrawardy’s prlncijfie which he formulated not in this House and not 
in the year’ 1937 ^ but what he formulated in tlie year 1934. Mr. 
Suhraw’ardy decllred that policy, 7 suppose, to earn the confidence 
of* his impel ialist master, to earn the confidence of the representatives 
of tne Jute Mills’ Association and others whose utterance Mr. 
Si^hralvardy waF echoing only very recently. “If there is one public 
enemy that must be destroyed, one, evil ^that must not be permitted to 
cpiL’upt our social strupture, ope ev\l influence from which the labourer 
should be ,kept imm\ifie> it is commjinism. I have no first hand 
knowledge* olf it, but I can claim close association with some who 
have, and their views and their recital of. what communism has done.” 
We do &t dtnow who those associates* of Mr. Suhrawardy are from 
whom ‘BuhraWtrdy draws his inspiration and knowledge about 
vommunism. Mr. Sph^tiwardy declares communism as a public entey 
in ^India and Mr. Suhrawardy is shocked at the state of affairs which 
he visualises will prevail by 4he import of communism ’^in tips country. 
All the observa^tions of the Whitley Commission and all lie abominable 
conditions unde|* which the Indian labourers ara doomed “to live do 
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not shock Mr.. Suhmwardy’s susceptibHiCieB, those gc^ifitiois do not 
rouse Mr. Suhra'warny’s ^Diiscience, fcut these are precisely the coiidi% 
lions which are the public enemy to be fought, coml^ate^ ^tfhd removed 
so that our workers may have jheaUhy and peaceful life. 

Let us see what is th% active policy that Vs bel^ pufsued with 
regard to trade union and trade union n«FS’ement since this, C^overn^ 
ment came to power i.e., during Mr. Suhijawardy’s regime. With your 
permission, Sir, I shall read out certain jmrtions of a l|?t^er and ask 
Mr. Suhrawardy im say wheth^ he is, althgether ignorant ^of the.source 
from which this lifter emanates and whether 4ie is aliogether innocent 
of any knowledge of what it contains. Thi^ leUci h? addressed by V 
certain gentlemen 1o a jute i?5ily ' manager at Titaghiu and Mr. 
Suhrawardy may •proclaim, his igiioram* of the jTai ticiilur gentleman® 
who has written this letter. "The says “...^.MiYLatafat Hossein 

saw you I*am real^' veiy tiraijkfuk to you,fai;j74* eiicouiageitient 

you have been pleased Jo ei^end/’ Mr. Lutafat* Hossein as is well 
known was»a candidate for ehn-tion tbiit Hoiist* but was d(‘f<*lfted by 
about 42,000 votes in the Hairackpur* liaboiy’*(\|^istituciTcy. That k* 
the gentleman chosen ti) rcjircsent the* interest pi labour and deputed 
as the proper fitrson 'make this iij»|esent}wrton fo the jute manffgl^r. 

It proceeds “Co-operation shall leaj u^^hcad anti shall in wo time 
he able to finish the communistic inf^uo^ce in tllh^iill areas.* If you, 
line Sahibs, Balms and the Sai^l^rs, instead of o1:)!|fructng the way to 
the progress of theii own Unmn. try#to enlist mem^iers aml^to get ii^oie 
workets attached to the independent union under their ownlifhi'ois and 

executive we can very soon find the red flag nowhere in (lie mill area.” 

. • * . 

It proceeds on and on and I shall itot^give^ ^^lany moMe details out 
•cf this letter. I shall conclude by saymg that Clijs letter at tlwi end 
says “I hope that you would please help tlie workers* to pfilist more 
members and to show how the genuine Labour Uuioi/^ pho^ild work. 1 
assuic you that I would try my humble best to elhicate tBewvorkers tr) 
be more energetic and more charming w)rker^” • 

I find a ver^ welcome smil1»on Mr. sSuhrawardp's faj3ftandj;he whole 
picture is now clear as daylight* befoiy him, Mr. Shafatullah^Khan. I 
will read out the ^gnature at tTie end of^this letter.^ He might* be 
close associate coadjutor and persofi^il friend of thjg’ Hon’ble Afinister. 
Let him deny this. This is the tind of work which is bemg^ actitely 
pursued and done witji regard Jo labour organisafions to-day. 

Coming now to the actual grant we find that three* tkingf^are^the re. 

In the first place the Hon’ble Labour Minister’s salary along/w{tV the ^ 
salfffes of other Ministers have already been pa'bsad, namely, at tl^^ 
rate of Rs. 2,600 per month and since that salary jyas passed we know, 
and it has be«»i brought to*the notice of this House, what has been the 
fate of the poorVorker^ earnjng Rs. 2-8 per week who ai« losing their 
jobs and whose bread h being snatched away from their flaouth in ordef 
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to terroriJb aiid ^ iptimise tteia^so that they may ^ot join their Unions 
g.nd may mit have the ooiiragfe to Aland under4he red flag. And in the 
so-called Ma 2 ^oor Gazette the Hon’ble Labour Minister spoke about the 
red flag being thrown into the ^CJ^nges^^and floating across the seven 
seas. We* have heard ,(.he same tMng from the Hon ble Minister in 
J934 when 14,(fi)0 labouraus took their staiid holding the red flag 
aloft* and may I remind the^^JHouse that when 3,00,000 jute workers 
were holdin^^the red flag nothin^g was seen floating across the seven 
seas. is {lie Ministry with the recopl of brcflien pledges and not 
the workers’ Ved flag wkiyh will be thrown into the Ganges and rest 
'floating across the seven ^seas. The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq 
once said that he would smash the‘ Wi^iters’ fiuildings and throw it 
(into the Laldighi. ' <> - 

O' , ' f 

The Hon’bla FAlLUL HUQ: I (k) not think that Writers 

Biiildii^^gs will be crushed and thrown into theT Laldighi. 

• r» ♦ ' 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAJUMDAR; Yes, I.i the words of 
the '.'liief Minister it will, pot be the Writers' Buildings which will be 
crushe'(t.,and thrown, into the Lsjhfighi : it is the Minister with the record 
of broken, pledges, h ii the Minft'fpr who has smoked away his pledge.s 
that will have }p mVet that fate.‘ Thf significant fact is this: Along 
with the salary of tllV* Minister tw<> grants are asked for'Rs. 17,500 for 
organising <; he Labour Minister's Department and Rs. 10,000 for doing 
welfare work. For' the di.sbursenient of Rs. 10,000 we have to vote 
Rs. 17.500 tor setting up « Department of Ijabour under the Labour 
Minister who' draws ».*. ‘2,506 n month. Will it be wrong to infer that 
the liooligq,ns arid tfie ganj^slfrs who arte familiar with the methods of 
oppression are wfaoisely the people and precisely the organisation who 
aye going t^ \e subsidised by this* Rs. 10,000 as the beneficiaries of this 
Gqvernment's “labour and welfare work”? 

(The memlitr having reaeheci the tinneslirait resumed hie seat.) 

( , * 

I ^ M'aulvi ABDUL WAHAP KlfANz'will Mr. Dutta Majumdar tell 
us who is ^hafauttjllah Khan and-'wjiat connection he has with the 
Labour Minister? 

Mfv PWEAM£I\; We are not concerned with Shafautulla Khan. 1 
think ft Vould be ccmveifient in view o1 the importance of the m^ter 
under discussion if I give an opportunity to one other Labour member 
to move his motion.^ I ask Mr. Aftab ,&.li to move. his motion; after 
that I will ask Mr. Suhrawardy to reply; fhen there jvfH be an open 
debate and ^he flon’ble' Minister may give a reply to. some of the 
points that m'ay V« J^® *® desires. 
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Mr. AFTAB AU: I^eg to move thait the \emmf d rI r),oVo<K) 
for expenditure un'er tjje head “4J-*flli8cellaneoul Oepanment” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 t(j raise a discussion on the administration of the 
Trade Disputes Act. % ^ i • 

I first propose to discuss the ^rade Dispiijes A^jt. Authe outset 
I would like to draw tRe attention of tlw^ House thflt in this year’s 
budget no money has been provided for tile adminisfration of tlie Tratfe 
Disputes Act although in the last yearns budget there w^ns a sum of 
Rs. 2,000 for thc^saifie purpose. The ^ftrade Disputes Act, it is need- 
less for me to a^W, was brought into exisience for jfie purposp of 
settling trade disputes arising ])etween tlie^ employers ami employeil.* 
Sir, we are having industriaP unfest : we are having strikes and this 
Act was meant ft>r one purpose and oiw purpose tilone and that is fo^r 
the settlement of such'frade dispufe^fby the use of tliis Act. Recently 
there was an occasion glueing tRe. last# jute strike^/y which thi# law 
could have been profit^bly«^nforced and w^ could have known, this 
House coitld have known, whether*The J#ite Mills’ Associatioff was in 
the right or the Mazdur (’hatkal Uuion wiis*in^tlie right. Tint th^ 
Labour Minister, for reasons best kifown to lyu), difl not like to act 
r,r tak? action Glider tins legislatioiB, iiind it #vfas a'nnounced in Hi^|1tess 
that he first^decided to appoint a lioajjj^of Concfliation but cluyiged his 
mind afterwards. 1 maintain, Sir,*tlifit bw nof lippointing H he Hoard 
of ConciliatioUor the Board of'Hhquirv.oi^in otheriwonis, by not taking 
any action under the law (J this ^ounfry f(»r settling iicli «lispptes, 
the* Labour Minister ha.s played very clearly into the hatids of (’live 
Street or of my friends to my left— 

Mr. SPEAKER: You ma^ refer fo Cjive Stj’eet but you cannot, 
refer to your friends to the left. • 


Mr. AFTAB ALI: All right. Sir. But the Hou.se knoft' (pute well 
what the ('live Street means. While po^nUntC out the absence of.ajiy # 
monej for th», I to,.s{jy t)r are vre to pnder»tan(l, ftiat tiovernment 
have definitely come to the co^cluyyn that they do not projUfse to take 
any action under •the Trade Dispute! Act;-^* Ate we.to urnlerstaild tl»t 
so fai as the Government of Bepgifl are concerp^J' the Trad^e Disputes 
Act is a dead letter!^ Are we to understand, Sir, that tne*indifttrial 
strikes are to come«and they#^are to be suppressed by brutal force? ^ 
I cannot, Sir, infer any ot^er thing in the absence*of an^ jfum under 
this head save and except fliat Government ha\^ definif^y Artecidef^ 
nc^to take any action under the* Trade Disputes Act. • 

In this connection mav Sir, move another.cut motion? 

• • • 

Mr. BREAKER:*]^ am afraid you cannot do so^n^w. 
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Mr. /I^TABi^ALI S^*So m^ch for the TraJe Disputes Act. And so 
far as thel|welfale ^oHcy is corfeefned, my friend Mr. Dutta Maztimdar 
lias alreadyidealt with it at length and I would , include one item only. 

I am referriifg to the grant of donation fto one Calcutta Sailors’ Home. 
Although J;he amc^unt i^ only Es. 91)0 I' think I will be failing in my 
duty to the workers whom | represent in tKi^ House if I do not point 
out ydu, Sir, that this gra«*t to the Calcutta Sailors’ Home does not 
include any* grant even to thfe extent of a pie to any Indian Seaman 
and I speak, Subject ‘to correction, Sir, that so far as^I am aware there 
is no fiiich thing as the^Calcutta' SailoA’ Home.' .There is a Marine 
»CJub mainly built-up withTndiai! money only for dances and recreation 
ot the foreign seamen visiting this uotU Although I am not against 
f tfording facilities to foreign i^eamen visiting 'this port for recreation, 
at the same time I cannot but jinoiest itbat while the seamen of this 
land, should go wVhoift any so^^t of recreatiye or other*’facilities, sums 
should be paid by (ibyernment to the institutions "Vkich do not include 
Indian in^eamen and not only, do ifpt Include but even forbid entry of 
^Indian ^seamep. I hiair\tain, Sir, th§.t in the local Marine Club Indian 
■seamen are not allA'^'ed and it is exclusively meant for European 
seaiL'i'ui. So lon'g as 'tliis«^ort of discrimination gties o^\ so fan as the 
seamen pf this province) are coi^cerned, they cannot but protest against 
this onesided affair it js surprising that the Government of Bengal 
should also bec^ome /a* party*' to *this .tking which in the opinion of 
seamen of this Port is an unlkoly t^ffair. 

Now coAing to Jhe grant for labour welfare organisation, as' my 

friend Mr. Dutta Mazumdar has said, it is honestly our fear that this 
< * ...* 
money is being meant^ for tjie ^organisations which are being run in 

the name of labour, althoujirh tliey are made to suppress strike acti- * 

vities. I Submit, Sir, if any» impartial tribunal is appointed by this 

House or any^ot^i^t authority it will establish beyond doubt that there 

aiw organise tibns in Bengal to-day whose main functions are to break 

the* strikes, weaken trade unions and all those organisations. I do 

maintain and ^maintain with a .full senjje of responsibility that they 

are drawdijg their inspiration from the*Hoh’ble Minister for Labour. 

Mr. T..B. NIMMfT: , Mr. iSpeaken, !Sjr, the hon’ble member in moving 
this \!ut iKiotion has expressed himself with a vehemence-^and some- 
times with an aggressiveness — that I ^nvy but ehall not attempt to * 
emulate. • I^woujdv however, like to say a fe\v words on behalf of labour 
from*rf*so^iWhat different angle of appA)ach. Speaking on behalf of 
the constituency thai I have the honour to represent, — the InW&n 
Jute Mills’ Association — I shall refer briefly to unions, and other 
labour matters as they affedt the jute mill i»dustry. In th© past jute 
mill labour juuions in Bengal have not be^n — nor*are they yet — 
effectively organised. Eecently a, number of « unions sprung into 
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existence. A few th*ese represent li^le or ^othi/g «moA than the 
persons who fill the offiijjes and their ^ain evidence df rea|[ty is their 
note paper headings.# These unions serve as a ni§ans^ ofc providing a , 
livelihood for their officials who fpr^a small fee write ^he employers 
representing the petty grievance* of individual ^vorkeri^ who are 
usually not members o^ such unions. Otljer unions *?ame into promi- 
nence during the recent strikes and these have • been ^ givfin* wifTe • 
publicity as a political platform for the persons ^who engineered the 
strikes. ^ ^ * * • 

Sir, I shall Wiefly define the attjtude ,P>f jute *nill employers 
towards labour unions. They are prepared to retognise any tnide 
union which has been /egister^d^and has been in active existence for 
sufficient time fo justify, siy^h recognition. Tlie unions, howevef, 
must co*nform to the model rules r*ecantly laid d(^wn \k Government and 
must also represent, a auli^tantial num;ber of pereyi^#whoni they •claim 
to represent and be c»ndu^ed ^n y)und traTle ifnion principles which 
merit recognition. These conditiolis woftld ensure that the dJipJoyers 
would have genuine unions to defil w^th, and employees would rro4: 
he exploited bv instihitions of mushroom gro*iv*th. _ ^ 

I fee] I have the support of the n^se, Sir, #n saying ihat fii asking 
for these t^nditions the employers# are looking <after the yiteresis of 
the workers,. themselves. As.i^ is tfle ]¥)licy (ft ^ov^rninent it is the 
policy of the Indian Jute Mills’ Aj^ociation to erfcourage^the establish- 
ment of responsible trade unions and their development dong healthy 
trade union lines. As my friend Mr. Cooper poijTted out in the speech * 
he made in this House the other day ^t is irfthe interests oT employers 
to work with labour, and the establj^hfnenf (4 heatlhy trade unions 
wouh^ be a step towards brihging then; c1t)ser together, ^^ir, to give 
security of service to workers has always been tifr aim of the jute 
mill employers and I need not sitefs the fact Hhat coTi/inuous service 
with one employer means greater efficigncy. 

Maternity benefits are ajready paid •to workers i^ jute mills* and 
have been for stee coifsideraJ)Ie time. As the Hoifse is ^are a Bill 
dealing with this subject wiM 8lmi*tly be placed before it for. consi- 
deration. Health and unemployiwAit iifsurance, together with annual • 
holidays with pay are items whfch have yet to 'b^ dealt >ittli in liighly 
industrialised countries and it will, I suggest, vSiik take some time before , 
India can possibly Think gf (fealing with them. , # #• * 

A Labour Officer has beeif appointed by Government say 

a schetae for the appointment of labour ofiilfce/s is pow uifder conf- 
ederation by the jute mills, the object of which is to create a satis- 
factory iiai^n with the jGofernment Depertmeflt concerned. 

In conclusion, Sir, I submit that employers and employees are not 
antagonistic to one another; they are inter-dependeift and it is the duty 
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of each toka8sist\fhe o^ter. ifhe Hon’ble tho* Labour Minister has on 
several oc^asion^ outlined his *^eaeral policjj, tovs^rds labour and in 
, pursuing thsft ^oli<5y I wish to assure him throvgh you, Sir, that he 
can count on Vhe support and co*f>p^rati(ni of employers in any reason- 
able measures advanced i for the benefit of jute mill labour. 

t ‘ ' « 

In tlj^se few words, Sir,*l^beg to oppose the motion. 

Mfi DEBI IPR08AO KHAITAN: Mr. Speakei^, Si^, I wish to make 
a few remark^ ^n this qiviestion which his come up*.for*a second time 
before this House ,in one slhgle s»ession. On the last* occasion when a 
de*bate arose on this question, I pointqtl ourt that the employers of labour 
ip this country are even more ^anxiouj^ to confer real benefits on the 
workers than the lalwur leaders themselves. ' Sir, if the history of the 
Labopr Welfare A^ovefcient be investigated in India i^ will be found 
that benefits hav^ rfe&fly'been inferred on workers not as the result of 
strikes hpf- iiccount of the volufctaey acfiion hi the employers them- 
selves'. ♦'All the dispensaries and hospitals that have been established 
iV various mills, whelf'Her in Bengal or in other provincec of India, the 
tsch^Ls whether day o^' bight schools that have been established for the 
education of the cliildr^i of* the w’brkers, the maternity tenefit schemes 
that hav& been put iq^t<^ vogue idany other measures which will be 
too lengthy for me to (Je tail in the- course of this debate, have all come 
about as the yolfaitaif^' action of ‘the employers and not a single one of 
theuf has cojAe almut as the result *<)f a stfrike. (Hear, hear.) What 
the strikes have succeeded in doing, Sir, has been to force the workers 
to lose tliei’’ wages for thf period they were on strike, to force the 
^workers to bortow money, at high rates of intejpest which it has Uiken 
« many many months fc»r the ^orkfers to pay back. I wish to know, Sir, 
what benefits the workers hav^ really ‘got as the result of many of the 
strikes that li^iv^v Been brought |jibout • in this country. (A voice: 
Clmlige of mentality.) My friend says change of mentality but that 
^ chaKge of mentality doei^ not tsaiue about as the result of the strike ; 
the mentality whiles fiom within.. It is b^fh to keep the labour con- 
tented andjjt is also out of Vi spirit of hunfan*ity everyone possesses. 
Surely ithe change of mentality hasjifot dome about as the result of the 
. sirikes. Sir, my friend has shbuted^*ichange of mentality’^ as the result 
of thq^ strilfea. I ask*him whether he hhs at any time been aji employer 
of labour or a worker «in anv of the mills. He has never been either. . 
• He is talking from imagination ; he is 4hlking from guess ; and he is 
not speaking fiom concrete facts or from correct information. But I 
aan speitk-4 — 

Mr. 8YED JALALCiDDIN HASHEMV: Sir, may I ri^ft on a point 
of personal explanation P ^ (Cries of no^ from \he Coalition 

benches.) 
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Mr, SPEAKER L Mi^ Hashemy, you^shoulS not jjtikfi uj Ae^time 
of the House at thisVtage by rising Qn»h point oi pefs«nal esfplanation. 
What is it though? . ^ * 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIIP H/\{BMImY: Sir, my point is that the* 
mentality of the labourers^or of the mill-owneVs has ^hanfiifhd 

•• ^ 

Mr# SPEAKER: Mr. Hashemy, erder, order. It is not an 
explanation. ^ 

• • ^ 

8YED MLALUDDIN HASHEMY^ Sir, l*have not been 
allowed to complete m^’ expl^nat^n • * t * 

• • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Jlr. •Hi^sheiny, if*you had a siil)stantiiil point of 
explanation, I ^wonld have allowed**you to pjoce^. Wliat is yonr 
personal explanationi^ • • ‘ ' 

• 

Mr. 8tED JALALUODIN HASHEMY: Sir, ] do uol li»i t.o suv 

anything- inorer 

• *. • • 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Hashem^^•, 1 am s^friy fliat wh^‘n 1 ask^i^’ou* 
to make y<iiii' explanation, you siwd j^t you (fid not like to sSiity any- 
thing more. You have thus wast^^ tie time^ol the House and per- 
sisted in obs^f uncling the proc^etlings. * You st speaking about the 
change in the mentality ot'^the worker.«eand of the inilH)wner8 i^nd I 
said tliat it was not a point of personal explanation. Y<^i know that 
your statement should be confined to a point of personal explanation ainf 
should not give occasion to a debate fcr Jhe^puj-iwse of •^)ntrudictiug a 
statement. By your refusing to givft your prtsonal explanation you^ 
have shown want of respect on yjaur paU f?» the Speaiker. * 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAK: Sir, I <lm not siur^rised at ^all 
at the interruption that has been caus§(J by friend, the lalK)ur leader — 
Mr. Hashemy; he has only, betrayed the* nlf*^^^ality which the so-called* 
labour leader? im this eoMufry posse'ss to^ disturb hj^’’**inteiruption the 
peaceful atmosphere. The change of mentality which fuas T)eeu caused 
to the workers i.s*the amount of l^si in th^ir #ages •owing to the stAke 
and also the amount of loss that 1?liange has caiiAed to employers * 
and thereby delayed the conferring of benefits ^on the workers •them- 
selves. I am talkftojg from A^inotion simply because I feel for the * 
workers themselves. (A*vioce; Question.) Sir,* ^le kibrmrers are* 
my countrymen and I also T^ant to confer benefitf on theii^ dSy^watter 
whether my friend questions it of not. I shoulchliice to Jake my friends 
to my factories, and show them the amount of benefits that we Khve 
conferred on them not only* in and around Calcutta but also in other 
places like Delhi, Qii^lior, Okara. Let them see for t^eniselves what 
amount of *benefit8 we have oonfejred on the work^s ^t as the result 
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of laboui^ ag^aUon bu% because of a spontaneous move on our part, 
because ^ feeUt<*r the workei<a, Jjecause we are not devoid of humane 
Instincts. ' put, Syr, when it is wanted that the^ capitalists should ruin 
themselves atid when impossible conditions are sought to be ihiposed 

* upon them, I would say to my labdiy* frh^nds that they are trying to do 
a great hatm to^y country. Whether they believe it or not, but it is 
a fact that the reaj prospefftj; of a country depends upon the develop- 
ment of industries. Do they saxpect that the development would oome 
from such ‘strikes aj we had recently in the yicinity of Calcutta — 
^Mr. ^yed J^laluddin Hashenlv: Qiiesti«n.) 

’ Mr. SPEAKEtt: Mr. ‘Hashemy^ I have repeatedly said that con- 
stant interruptions ^re not permitted. 

c • 

Mr. .8YED ,!k^,l,A|.UDDI|l MA8HEMY; Sir, 1 submit that 
Mr. Khaiian has been referring to me al^long. 

•p ... 

‘ « 

•* Mft SPEAKER: mMt.* Hash^my,* Mr. Khaitan may have referred 

* ^ coriYAitipn it is permissible for oonstajit interruptions 

being^made: you havej3een doing ft for the last 5 minutes. 


• 

Mr, DESI PcR 08^13 KHAIJAN: •Sir, my friend, ^-r. Hashemy, 
is again guiljy of too* much vanity ,«as it only once that I referred 
to him. It is not a fact that I have referred to him all along, because 
when be disturbed me I was going to refer tf) the Premier, Mr. Fazlul 
Huq. Sir,* in recent an^^wer In? gave to a question about the spread 

^ of education among the'workers,^ he lightheartetlly said that the district 

* boards had,been ceqifested tb qpproac]^ th*e employers for the establish- 
ment of schools. 4vr, it is quite true that Ibe employers have established 
schools; the^*j i[^e established hi|fb> schools, middle English schools, 
upper primary schools and a lyge number of schools which are called 

* nigbt schools for the ediKVviiou of the workers themselves. But, Sir, is 
it the primary dflV of the Ejlucatlon Minftte^* or is it ^hef primary duty 
of the empfoyers to spread educatioq anjongst the workers? I submit 
wilh all the force at mw coftynandl that it is the prilnary duty of the 

* Government V* . • • 

‘ • • 

(The member having reached the time-limit, resumed his seat.) 

* < 

Mh*>infAR£NDU DA.TTA MAJUMDAR: Sir, may I rise on a 
]^int of * persoiyil explanation? I represent labour and I do not wofk 
in V factory. As a representative of labour, I find that the labour is 
being deceived and cheated emt of the pro3ucWof its own toil, and that 
is why I am oTjt to stop labour being deceived ^d cheated out of the 
product of its o^jfn •toil by mill-ownerjs like llr. Khaitan anJ his tribe. 
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Have just receive^a chh and l! recei^<f another 


IVKHa X Uiive JUSL a ttUU X oxa-uva. 

i ago^ Unfortunately^ a# ‘far as 1 aift •oncerped «ven 
these chits earlier, 1 doubt whether it is p<Msible for i 


if 

nfe 


Mr. SPEAKER 

-a few minutes 

I had received these t^hifs earlier, 1 doubt whether it is p<^ 
to help in the matter. The (Jpposition desires that s<tiilBtime at least 
should be left for discussion ^ tl^ Tjand Revenue Commission demand! 
It is a matter which, if tiaie is left after the (ft8cuss*w^i is closed on the 
matter before the House, with the ooij^n*trence oj the Le^id^r of tjie 
House and of the Leader of the Opposition, I shall be personally glad 
to concede, , 


Mr. J. C. GU^TA: Sir, the Lexgler oiiflie Opposkion has already 
spoken on the matter. As ^s ^ell known, it is \\ well reooguife& 
privilege of the Opposition to .regulate the time, but we are entirely 
in the hands of ftie Speaker. , If the Oj^isition desires to allow at leant 
lo minutes to^this imjMntant ((uestt?)!! and thg ne\y provision that is 
made in the budget js iho\ight importatd, then i5ii% could eml this 
debato and give us ai lei^t so^ne^me, buf, a^t I have said, we are 
entirely Hi your hands. 


The Hon’ble Mr^ A. K. FAZLUC HU^;#tiii, \ would not have 
inter\*ened buf for the fact that Mik Duttti Majumdar has tl»if’htJ^ne(r 
to throw Ixidilv into the Ganges#^' — • 

Mr. NIH'ARENDU DUTTA*MAJWM*DAR : /ir, P d^d not threaten 
to. throw the Hon’hle Chie<‘ Minmter into the Ganges hut his consti- 
tuenis at Patuakliali will throw him into the riv%r there tor his broken 
pledges. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K: FAZLUL MUQ: •At^any yate. Sir, ? 
understand that the Hon’hle Minister for LalK>nr,kas got to mak^ a 
statement and I think that he ahcAild get th^j fullAt %)pportiinity of 
doing so. If, however, any time is left after that T cio hot ohjecf to 
the other matter being taken up. 

Mr. 8HIBHATH BANEMEB: Sir, in supportinft th* motion of 
Mr. DutU Majnfcdar I would likeito iiuiTtioiT somathinjf whir.h heS«d^ 
no time ty do. The Hon’hle Milfister for LaJ)c.lr delivered a speech' 
some time hack in 1934 and I would, with yoirr permissioit, Sif, read 
an extract from tltoj speech.. This is what I'e said: “And if any^ 
police officer has conceived it his duty to help the, employers, as he 
well might in the absence of any declaratiim hy Oovernm?i}|( , iiien woe 
■^0 the labourer. I have known an instance wlle» erstwhile hudmasl^es 
and bad cbara(;ters became “the pillars of law and or4er, because fliey 
broke strikes, where diaries Vnd reports itere sent to the Police Magis- 
trate by the police ; w^ere proceedings under section 107^ were ostensibly 
drawn against both -parties but ihfi Magistrate for i^avjns unknown Jjut 
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suffic(eDtl|^ apparent, eltcted'w proceed and IbiHd down the labour party 
and declined to jilcjceed against i^ie other; where e\£n after being bound 
down all tiose wIk^ were prepared* to stand sifret^ were threatened and 
bullied.” *f • 

Mr. Sp^ker, % Hon’ble Minister while speaking the other day had 
the last word oif that occasion. He boasteft here that the strike had 
^acticatfy broken down and Of was out of sheer kindness for the labour 
leaders that .the Hon’ble Minister gave the a.ssurance only to save the 
leaders’ faces.* Sir, !• want to.de(?lare on the flooifof jibe House that if 
after i^uing orders undej* section* 144, topping meetings and demon- 
itrations, restraniing laboifr leaders from going to tlleir constituencies 
add by shooting l^ahi Sheikh a boy o^ 16#and Slier Ali a boy of 10 and 
by repeated lathi cbgrges on the strikers, the strike ^lad been broken, 
ilf, does not surely lie in the HouJJJe Mimstdr’s .mouth to say /hat tlie 
strike had iirac.^'allf broken Mow^i. He sdid tliaA he gave the 
assurances to sav# fdt;^ of the le*aders. {^ir* we accuse the Hon ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy'^ and the Chief Minister alft all^those concerped in the 
matter if having succee'ded in* breaking the strike by using the methods 
I •have mentioned ; ai^l * f they Jiid hot succeed they would not have 
jbeen so solicitous of withdrawing the orders issued uiid^er secti<yi 144. 

Sir,'fhe other day Mie Hon’ble 3ijinister for Laliour asked for con- 
structive suggestions. ♦Considernfg^ the way in which they ^ave broken 
these pledges, tl^e onl>» oonstnucti^’e suif^gestion that I ha>ie to offer is 

that they shopld hon«ur their .own ^assurances. 

• • * 

My friend, Mr. Klputan, says that the function of the labour leaders 
is to breuk.the peace or to disturb the peace. Sir, Ave plead guilty to 
the charge. Hhere is pf-ajcefu^ wftrk going on in the jute mills. What 
[dues that peace meaur"* It means that the peace is pushing gradually 
the worker}^/nto Seath — iibsolute silenee and we feel it our duty to stop 
thV employers ^in^fitis piocess. ^ ^ 

•Sir, we Wave to break people like Mr. Khaitan and other members 
,her^. We are making tlj4i:a/lecdaration knowing fully well the position 
in the country; jle havi made thi.s declaration yi ever^^ p^rk and street 
corner. It«was. only yestenfay that thej|e was a meeting of 30,000 to 
4(J^00 *10611 alxiut 200 yai'ds 4iway k'om this place and at that meeting 
* we made tjiis declar^on openly Avlthojit any hesitation that it is our 
duty 4o breaft the peage which is killing our people, the w^irkers. 

Dr.yA0NAKl{1A SANYAL: Sir,^ I beg to move that the 
cyaestion^bA now put. . * . . • 

, • * * 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: IVould have been veVy glad to accept .the closure 
at this stage but I think it is only fair that the Hon’ble Mf. Suhrawardy 
should be given .an* opportunity of speaking*. 



The Hon’bla 

virulent attack mad! 
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. ._HRAWi^tOY\ Sir ^ in vifew dlp the 
jie, may I te*tilk)wed to hA>'# ray jay? 

• • • * 

Mr. SPEAKER: I shall te qiiitj prepiired to ac(?e^ the closure 
motion in the midst of the Hdh’bU Suhra^Ja^dy’s speech. So after* 
the Hon’ble Mr. SuhrawtiilSv has spoken for 7 1niinite| I would put the 
closure motion. ^ 


Ik. h: 8. 

ide on me, 


Mauivi ABDUL BARI: Sir, w'iH this side the Iknuse be given 
tlie right to say i^methiiig (fh the matter:' , . 

• . •* • 

Mr. SPEAKER: tVmaidcg’inj^ the way •the delude has gone on,^t 
had better be coyfined Ipo that side of the House. am sure the House 
will renJise it. • - * • 


The Hon’ble Mr* (*, ft. ftOHRAWARDyT •M/.» Speaker, Sir, I 
am sure tjiat the Houift* lia^list^^neci wuth a greal deal of mortification, 
if not of disappointment, to tlie apeecheS that *ha\e been delf^red on ‘ 
the labour question by the .so-call^l labmif ,jg*preseiftHtiveH of ilio 
4*2, OOy deluded \\.or*kei\s. (Mr. Shibnath ••Banegee: Come an^ 
“d'elude” them. You resign amf tfeek elbctic^ through ihi^.^olisti- 
tuency.) v^ne would have expdcte^ that after the speech* which I 
made on the last occasion, these gentl^ineif ,* 

* * * * »• * . 

Mr. ftARAT CHANDRA BOftI: On a point of orcfer, Sir. .Is it 

Parliamentary to describe memWs of this Qouse who have been , 
returned from Labour constituencies “so called” labour* 

representatives? ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am veryhorry I*did not hearer. hWhrawardy at ' 
that moment. But I think that^.sg long as memWs^of this House 
have been returned through labour constituencies, it Is wot desirable 
that they should be called “so-called’’ tabt^yjijrepresenlatives. ^ 

• ♦ • * * ' • •• 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. ‘ft. I^UHRAWA^DY: Well .Sir, aif* they are 
not so-called laltmr representativeB—bejng nepresqntaHves of hboiiy— 
they are so-called labour leader#, Vid one would %ave expected a certain* 
amount of constructive suggestion from them ai’ter the speech which I 
had the privilege M making,^ on the floor of* this House on the last* 
occasion. All that we h&ve heard to-day is one sr>-calleil tftnstructiv^ 
suggestion which, however* the Hou.se appraise ftfr^it^aif, vk., 
"^hat the’ Ministers should hono^ir their pledge*. , Thi^^,is, Sif, all ttfat 
they know wit^ regard to conditions of labour, and what should be flone 
in connexion with labomr welfare. If I •may presume to say, Sir, the 
surfeit of ignorance^ the^ complete lack of knowledge of Labour 
conditions* which has been sho^^n by our comrades come to wme 
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of us is a\gpre%t lurpris^. H^herto^ I believe* members of this House^ 
, have considered labour matters?* \^hich concejn tire lives of so many 
htindreds anti thousands of our poorer brethern, tc^be a complicated and 
mysterious iss^e* but now I am perfectly pertain that each one will and 
can claim to be as well-^quippea at labour leader as the gentlemen 
who have been returned 'from labour constituencies. Apart from the 
. aii^ry loud co^nplaints ,* inspired by revolutionary ardour, that 
have been uttered by Mr. Niliarendu Dutta Mazumd‘ar, who seems 
to have read practically all the litdltature on the subject of exploitation 
of Labour, we have not heard anything wMch may guyfe the House into 
t&king a course *of action fer the* welfare of LabouV. I think, Sir, 
constructive action, or a real desire tofhely Labour, calls for something 
other than inflamraatgry and obstructive speechfes ; anjJ the sooner my 
g8od friends accepj the offer which*! haveunade several times, wz., the 
offer of co-operation, tlu^ sooner they Uirn over a new Iffiif and take to 
the path of legitiifiaN^ [tracfe unionism — the better it would be for their 
^ own posltmn in Labour circles and^fof the^ welfare of Labou/*. How- 
ever, Sii» 1 do not wish to press this point further. I would like, Sir, 
a6 h constructive suggestion, to give the trade-unionists* an idea — tlie 
idea^of service,. »To ip? good friends the Comraffes a jrade-union is 
nothing else but an or|i5;anization of dissatisfied workers who revel in 
class hatred, in class wj^rfare ani^rjevolutionary ideas, and^hose sole 
aim is to combine together for jtlfe purpqf;^ of placing before^ employers’ 
demands which cunnofr possihh; Ce (^onceded. To them a trade union 
is nofa body pf workers ])ressing the legitiinate demands of the workers 
'before the employers ki a sjurit of “collaboration” and “co-operation” 
which I usC'as a^ legitimate^functipn of trade-unions have been used by 
no less a' Government— gi^'ater a socialist Government — than that 
f of France itself. Jhitf that h an idea and that is an ideal which my 
, friends, my (TomracJ^s, cannot urfrlerstand here. For them labours must 
always sacrific^^ttfemselves for the dieriefit of so-called Labour leaders; 
for 'them labdurers must strike, must take upon themselves the burden 
fr'f starvation, and miseryV^aKl yleath, provided that a body is created 
which can gp on -Jiying fuibscyiptiohs to th8 unions of ^-cfalled Labour 
leaders. ^ 


Or. NAI.I{IAK8HX 8ANYAL: ^May I now move, Sir, ^ that the 
questicfh be Siow put ? • 

t 

' ^ # 

' f ' , t 

Mr. Sfit^VCERC I said that I woult^ take the opinion of the 
Hpuse It Remand for , closure, was made during the speech. May ,1^ 
therefore, request members who are for the closure motion to rise in 

their seats as well as thpse who are againsL'the motion?- 

' * 

(A count was taken, and' it was seen that those who Vere against 
the motion were lprg«r in number than those 'who wore for it. ) 
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The closure motion isitiot accepted by^e Hbu^ ai?d therifdre^ the 
Hon'ble Minister continue his spe^th. * 

* • • • 
• • • 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUMRAy^ARDY: Sir, on bdhalf of Gov-, 
ernment I made no vain promises.* As I said^befor^, we |re out to 
give Labour a fair deal, Ifuf it must be done^in a propef and systematic 
manner. We have not come here to iiitloduce a socialistic oF^a-com'- 
nrunistic regime. We are here to carry on a definite programme for 
the welfare of La^iout. My friend, ftr.*Niharelidu Dutfa Mazumdar, 
read out from *a speech which I delivered ig 1934, rgg^hrding* Com- 
munism. I still adhere to the principles wfiich 1 Igid down in thi*j^ 
speech and also to the Views #hidh I expressed there and I still feel 
that Communism is pubfic enemy No. 1^ of the social and economic^ 
structural (Dr. Nalinhksha ^anyah:** New learning 1) So long as I 
happen* to admihister the. portfdlip o| Laboui^^ sa long as I api in 
partnership with my tlyef !^^inister od tlrts si^e of The House, so long 
‘shall 1 use'iuy fullest endeavour to bfeak ^le evil of Communisga which 
my friends are propagating witlu so^much vigour (Dr,. NalftiaTcsha 
Sanyal: And 'also communalism ?) • (Mr. JT* C. Gupta: Well, 
but do*not create a ^ogey.) Well,^I am ngt going ft) make a^M^^y < 
out of it. I do not tliink, Sir, tlu^t Communisiir as such is understood 
very well in^jabour circles; to-day k npthi^g lese but lyitred and 
restlessness, w^th which Labommhas 1)^a permeated. ^You will note. 
Sir, that in ord'er to introduce CcgnmuEism th^ first st^^p taken by 
Labour leaders is to keep Labour always restless and iip a state of 
ferment. Mr. Sibnatli Banerji has admitted thSt that is the policy 

which he is adopting to-day, • * . ** 

•• • 

Now, Sir, wl^en 1 had fir.si the hondur ojf enunciating the policy of 
Government, since then we have Taken ip mrious a^iviti^ on behalf 
of Government. We have started^a^consistent Jjolicyf for the welfare 
of Labour, partly by legislative interference and parti/ by induciifg 
employers to adopt ameliorative measiii^s. pursuit of this pc;^icy , 
of Labour weliarg, I am examining the conditioic of li^^ig and of work 
in every department. I have, •Sir, started* investigating asnto^how to 
tackel the problem of housing, if employers.can be induced to g^’^ 
more and better houses for labojafgrs, we shoul(k^welcome ^t. Other- 
wise, it ou^t to be the duty of public organizatjpns and of abrade 
unions of which niy good friemis talk but of Which they know little 
to take up this mattet. As I bave said, trade uninns ca« dt a good 
deal of Labour welfare workT And at a suitable fopportuftity^i^shall 
Tb* sfble .to place before my good friend^, tho^^ who^ nmy’like to 
know and those who do not Jtnow, for I know that they are so barfk- 
nQ)t in ide^a — I shall pl^e before them a catafbgue of welfare work 
that the trade Vinions can perform, apart from mere organization of 
Labour for ’purposes.of strike. I have asked tbat^model plans of 
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LousU be prepared and of Kouses t^t will be cheaper than those that 
the employers hiive hitherto " raised — which will L be better and more 
iria^jiitary. am giad to accept the offer of Sir. Nimmo, which he has 
submitted, ea- behalf of the employers,^ viz., the offer of co-operation 
with Government in the amelioration uif the conditions of Labour. 

I may inform l^ih that it is not likely ithgt Government will be 
^ij^nreasoj^able. I l^ow thaf order that the welfare of Labour may 
be expedited, the best way to'‘do it is to capture the sympathies of the 
employers in 4egard' ,to Labour welfare. You cannot get anything out 
of them by fighting them. 1 ou - must^remember tnat anything you 
can get out oLthem for' ameliorating the condition of Labour will be 
a^burden upon the employers. (Dr.^aljnaksha.Sanyal : Bead History 
again.) Many menibers on the other side oLthe House have tabled 
Several motions some of which' ha^ye not been moved, to the effect that 
the pay of the worker^* should be increased. I give it merely as an 
exaihple, and not 'k opposition to them, inasmuch as they have not 
been moved, that the lowest pay.iof • the 'Vorkers should be Rs. 30 a 
m()ntli.i'^ Sir, wbat is it that my triends want? Do they want that 
industrial enterprise ^ibuld cease in Bengal? If this pay was forced 
. down the throats of the employers in Bengal, .the result will l^e that 
every^om of fhem wi^ have to close their business and migrate to 
other provinces with their in^stiies. Do they want ^ that? Will 
that be at all profitable^to the Lkb^^ur leaders ? 

Mr. 8 IBNATH BANERJBE: I may say for the information of 
the Hon’ble Ministei^ that such proposals are being made also in other 
.provinces#., ,, 

, 4 '* I 

I Mr. AFTAB ALfi On^a point of order, Sir. Does the Hon’ble 
Minister mean '|diat Labour^ leaders live on the subscriptions of 
workers? t ^ ^ 

> I ' ' 

>lr. SPEAKER: I w4tl know whether Mr. Suhrawardy has 
referred to anyt<cnemb^r of this House in those terms. Jf he has, he 
must withdraw that expression. 

The Hon’bJe Mr..M. 8 . 8UHR4WARDY: Sir, I think that my 
friends, Mr.' Banerjee and Mr. Aftab Ali represent Laboitr ' only and 
not Labour leaders, and they need not be so touchy about any reference 
to Labodr. leaders. 

Mr. *AtTAp ALI: Certainly we dte represent Labour leaders.* 

Mr. SPEAKER: li Mr. Suhrawardy hjas referred to Labour leaders 
of this House in those terms, then he should withdraw his remarks, 
unequivocally. ^ ^ ‘ 
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Th8 Hon’ble Mf% H.V $UHRAWA^Y:*J Sir. I dii 

not mean any offeiu' to ^ny friends ©^er there, for \ really^ think tjia| 
they are so-called LalMiur leaders, because the real fLal^ou# leaders are 
those who are outside. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUYTA MAZUMCU}R:' If w§ are “so-called” 
Labour leaders, then Mr. Suhrawardy, •'too, is tlie* so-called"** Lftboifr 
Minister, or rather a Labour Minister b^ahourinir Labour^ 

^ • • • 

The Hon'blh 1^. H. 8. blftlRAWARDY; I have jiArod'uced, Sir, 
measures and schemes in order that labourers may* benefit by chejfp 
marketing. I have inttiated %nd*I am working out schemes for the 
relief of their indebtedness and TPor proyding them with better medictj 
facilities. (Mr. Sibmtjth Balmrjw*®* Just one tiling. What about 
past dismissalfff) T a^m .asking^ J^he jrnploye^^tl^it , where factory 
creches do not exist, ^ Ihe^^should fn' ^laMishad ; ^ am asking the 
employers#to see that water is sufijibt’d in ^huiuhince, to maketfflequate 
sanitary and' hygiioiic arrangemeois ii§ well a^#for Educational fac lilting 
for labourers a*nd tlieiv children. It Is true thjT this is one of the 
burdeifs whichtGovefnifient themselves ought to hear, "but at tWsjmie^ 
time I think T should not be jire^ared to allow'^r. Khaitan ,to shirk 
the responsiLility which the employers ^ alsQ ha)8e in regard .to educa- 
tion, and l-arn glad to say» 4hat ^yiatiy emfl^iyer^ recognize this 
responsibility and are 8ub.sidjzing educational insfitution^ ^ 


Sir, there is very little time left for me; otherwise, I* would have ^ 
been able to put forward a larger catalogue of items of Tjabojy’ welfare,, 
every single one of which the (lovernftienjt ar|»^u)w exaVining, but to 
none of which any one of my^ good friendsjias referred. I shall only^ 
point out before 1 sit down a misiake made by Mr. ijjftab A^i . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL! *Mr. Speafer,* Sir, • may I draw 

your attention to the clock? It is jujpt 6-30, and all business must ^ 
end now under section 118 (*4) of the* Assemtljj^ Rul%s and Standing 
Orders. * 


The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHB^WARDYs If my friends woulS 
turn to page 3i24 of the Brgwn Book, they would*find thiA money has 
been provided for the administration of the Trad# Disputes Act . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must^ay that the ‘^guillotine^’ tiite l^beeu 
T^ohed, aird now' I shall have fa put all the mq^ons to^votf . * I thint 
it will be convenient to do st^ after adjournment and put all the motions 
tQ vote one after*another. , * • • 

The Assembly now ^tands adjourned for 15 minutes fo^ prayer. 

At this stage the* House was adjourned for 15 minutes. 
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'{After ‘'a4jouftiment.) ^ 


The inoti(?Ti«of Mr. Niharendu Dutta^ Mazumdar that the demaad of 
Rs. 27,07,000 for expenditure uAd'fer the<head “57 — Miscellaneous” be 
reduced by* Rs. \Q(0 being put, a division was Mken with the following 
result:-!- , ^ 




ANhI Hakim. Mtalvi. *i 
MaJItf, Maalvi. 

M%u\ Wahad, Maulvi. 

AkaiHoiMin tarkar. Maalvi. 

S k«l Paul. Mr. Md. 

hab All, Mr. 

Abmad Khan. Mr..fyad. 

BantrlaSi Mr. P. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Pramalha NLlhy 
BanarlM, Mr. Sibnath. , 

BanarJI, Mfifatya Prlya. 

Banntd^a, nr. Manoranjan. < 

Oasu, Mr. danlath Kvmar. 

Bkawmik. Dc. Boblnda Ohandr 
Biiw^t, Mr. Batik Lai,. 

Bliwai, illr. ^randra Nath. 

Beta, Mr. bar, at Ohandra. 

Ohakrabarty. Baba Narandra Narayfii,' 
Ohattopadhyay.^M/. Htrlyada. 

Dai, Baba Mahim Ohandfa. ' 
Dat, Baba Radhanath. 

Daa Bapta, Baba Kk^gandra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Ohirand.a Nath. 

Datta. Mr. lakumar. 

Datta Bapta, RNm Mira. 

Datta Muamdar, Mr. ,Mharandu. 
Kmdadal Hapaa, Kaxi. 

BhaM. Mr. Atai Kiiihna. 

Blaaaddin AhmadyJNr. 

Ba^. Mr. Jogaih Ohandra.«« 

Haian All OhtardharA M^v Byad 
Jalpiaddln Hathan^y, Kr. ByatL, 


YES. ^ 

tt , 

Jonah All Majamdar, Nlpalfl. 

Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

» Kupiar, Mr. Atti Chandra. 

I^anda, Mr. Niihitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikanja Bahai. 

^ Maltn, Mf. Burandra Mohan. ^ 

Maji, Adwaita Kamar. 

Majamdar, Mri. Hamaproi^a. 

Maxumdar, M?. Bt^andra Nath. 

JNal, air. liwar-iChandra. 

Maniruxiaman lilamabadi, Maulani. Md. 
Maqbul HoMln, Mr. 

'^Mukarji, Mr. Dhirandra Narpyan. 
MufcharjM, Mr. B. 

Mukharji, Dr. Bharjt Chandra. , 

Malllck, Brijut Aihutoih. * 

Pain, Mr. Barada Protanna. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. ' 
Ramixuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriihna. ' 

^ Row, M?. Kiran Bankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kithorl Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Banyal, Dr. Nalinaktha. 

Ban, Baku Nagandra Nath. 

Bhahadali, Mr 

Bhamsuddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 
nBInha, Brijnt Manindra Bhutan. 

Bur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Youtul Mirxa. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES. 


Abdnl Bari, Maukl. 

Abdm NaRx, Mr.Mlirxa.^ 

AMnI Haktam, Mr. 

Am Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

AMM Jabbar, iRaalvi. 

Abinl KA«ar, Mg. 

Abdul Latn Bliwat, Manlvl. 

AMnI Majid, Mr. Byad. 

AMM WahabO{,haiL Mr. 

AMuHa-ai Mabmood, Mr. 

AMur Rc'.rtfan, Kban Bahadur; A. P. M. 
lUdur RabMIw miqi, Mr. 

A;:dur RaaahM MakmoWd, Mr. 

AMw Ratbood, Mauivi fNd. 

AMur Rauf. KMu Babib Maulvl B.' 

Abdnr Raul, Mr. Bbab. 

AMur Ram^ Mautvl^ 

AMut BMbaad, Maulvi NB. , 

AbMur Rom OMwdlnry;illHHi BahMur. 

C 


AbM HuMm, Maulvi. 

Abul Houln, Mr. Ahmad. 

Abul Quatam, Maulvi. , 

^ Attab Hotain Joardar, Manlvl. 

^ f hmN All, Kban Babib Maulana Enayatpurl 
Abmad Houln, Mr. * 

Altunddin Ahmad, Khan BahMur. 
Aminullab, Manlvl. 

Amir Ail, Md. MLi. 

Arming, Mr. W. L. 

Athralali. Mr. M. 

MU Hoautn Kbaa, MaMvi. t 

Bannorman, Mr. H. C. 

Baut All, Mr. Md. 

Barmk, Babp PrombaH. ^ 

' Baraia, Mr. PuapaJIt ^ 

BaruMw, Babu Bbyama Prou d. 

Biawai, BaM Labajburt Rarayan. 

‘ Braabor, Mr. P. B. 
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CanpMI, Mr %-r^ Kt 
Mark. Mr. I. A. 

OMpar, Mr. e. Q. 

Croiltitf. Mr. L. M. 

Dat, Mr. Aaakal Ohaaira. 

Oat, Mr. Mtaaiahaa. 

Oast, Oakii Otktaara Natk. 

Farhai Rasa Chowlkary, Mr. M. 

Farhat Bang Khaaaai, Bt|aai. 

Faslal Hwa, tkt Noa’kit Mr. A. K. 

FaMal Qaadir, Kkaa Bakadar Maalvl. 
aammsttr, Mr. E. 0. 

Bolam Sarwar Hotaiai, Mr. 8kak 8ytd. 

BrlMtki, Mr. 0. • * 

Hakikaliah, tkt Haa*Blt N%wak Bakadar K? at 
Oaeca. • 

Hamiaddin, Ahmad, Khan 8ahik. 

Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Haunaiiaman, Maaivi Md. 

Hatina Marthtd, Mrs. * 

Haywood. Mr. Roftrt. 

Htndry. Mr. Oavid. • , 

Idrit Ahmad Mia. Mr. 

Itpabani, Mr. M. A. H. * 

datimuddin Ahmad, Mr. a 

Kaiam Ali Mir2a, 8ahibxada Kawan dah 8yad. 
Khaitan, Mr. Dahi Protad. 

MacLaachlan, Mr. G. >. 

Mafixuddin Ahmad, Or. 

MaflxuddRi Ghoudharpi Maaivi.* 

Maiaira, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtah, Makarajk^mar Uday Gkand. 

Mahtakaddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadar. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Ghandra. 

Mandal, Mr. dafat (h«odra. 

Miliar. Mr. G. 

Milna-Robartion, Mr. G. E. L. ' 

Morgan, Mr. Q., G.I.E. • 

Motiam Ali Moilah, Maaivi. 

Moxammai Haq, Maaivi Md. 

Mahammad Afxal, Khan Sahib Maaivi Syad. 
Mahammad Ibrahim, Maaivi. * 


deVand for «IAJ(T. ' 

MnkkMaiad liraH, MaalvL 
MaRMnmad liddif no, Ojl tyM. 
^ Mlkammad tMalmanflif. 


A 
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Maillak, tka Han'kia Mr. Makantl Bakary. a • 
MaRiek. Mr. Palin BAary^ • 

Matbarraf Hattala. tka Kla'kla NanrA, Kkaa 

* * Bahadar. * 

Naady, tka ^an'bla oMaharaJa ^rit Okaadra, at 

Katimkuar. # 

NawiftAikiNawakxadaK. ■». / 

Namar All, tka Hen^bla Mr. lyad. * 
MaAmaddin, tka Hoa’bla Kkw^a Sir. K.O.I.E. 
a Nimma. Mr. T. B. • 

PaMaa. Mr. W. 0. 

Rahman, lyian Bakadar, A. M. L. * 

•Raikat, tBo Han’bla Mr. f^atanna DA. 

Rajibadpjn Taraldar, Maaivi. 

Rota, Mr. d. B. 

Ray. tha Han'bla Sir Bi|ay Praiad Sin|k, Kt. 

Rkiy, Mr. Ohananjay. 

> a* Roy, Rai Bahadar Kihirod Chandra. 

* Sadaraddin Al^aA. Mr. 

S|tiraddin AhmA^f^lji 

*8aliM. Mr.M. A., 

• Sarkar, tha Han’bla Mr. Nalini Ranjai.. 

SauAn, Mr. R. M.^ , 

^ San, Rai Bandar dagath Chandra. ^ 

^Sarajal lilam, MO 
ShahAaddin,^. Khwaja, C. B. E. * 

ShamiM^ilii Ahmad KhAidkar, Mr. 

* Shamial Hadi^aalana. < 

^•ingka. Baba Otkaftta Nath. 

la Sirdar, l)aba NRta Manda. 

I • Stayn, Mr. d.#l. R. 

Bahrawardy, tka Han’bl#Mr. H. S. 

Tamixaddin Ktiat, Maaivi. t 
Tapariah, Rat Bahadar Moon Lall. 

Total Ahmad Cho|yihary, Maatvl Ha)i. 

Waliar Rahman, Maalvl. 

Watt, MrimEllan. 

Vor|t«art^, Mr. W. C. V 
Vaiat All Ghoa^hary, Mr. 

•» • 


The Ayes being 04 and Aoes 121 tJie motion waii^ilost. 

The motion of Mr. Aftab Alf tliat the Tleniand N)f • a 8um«of 


Us. 0,01,0(10 for expenditure under •the jiead “47 — Miseellan^ious^ 
Departments’^ be redin <*d Km. KM) (A*dmmisK'atioi^^ of the ^rade 

Disputes Aet) wits put anfl loit. * • * , • • 

• • 

• The motion outlie Hon’ble Mr. ^alini ^iaifjan Saeirker that a sun##! 
Ks. 27,07,000 be granted for ei^fVnditiire underwthe he^d*“57 — Mis- 
cellaneous*^ was put and eafried. • * • 

The mption of the^Hon’bMaMr. Xaliiii Uanjan Sarker thatpa sum of, 
Rs. 22,63,000 be granted for t^penditure under the ^ead “5^-Asyitionery 
Print jng and Depreciation ^Reserve *hHind-i-Governmetft J^essesP 
was puf and carried. . . • ^ . 

The motion 'of the Hon’Me Mr. H. S., Suhriwardy* that a sum of 
Rs. 3,85,0(10 be granted lor expenditure undar the head “30 — Ports and 
Pilotage’* m-as put apd carried. 
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xie motion of the Kon’hle Mr. R. S. Suhrawardy that a sum of 
Rs. 6,01,000 be fjmntey for ekf^enditure under the head “47 — Miscel- 
htireous De()artmen/-8” was put and carried. 




The rion’blo Sir BIJOV PROSAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency tiie jOovernor, I beg to move that a sum 

of Rs. 5,d5,00()be grafited for e<xpenditure under Intod “0 — Stamp8’\ 
* , * . ' ^ *■ 

The motion fvas put ali^l carried. 


''22 — Interest on debt and' other oblLyatiQns." 

e ' , 

The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RAHJAN SAftK^R: Sil®, on the recom- 
mendation of Hirf’ fti^elJency ctlie’^Governoj I b\^*to move that a sum 
of Rs. |„0<M) be granted for expend’itifre under the bead “22c— Interest 
on debt and other obligations”. 

® ^ ^ * * 

The motion was put, and carried. 

V '■ 

. “S3 — Vtnymeni of covi^iutcd value of pensions.’,’ 

The Hon’ble Mr. HkLINI 'RANJAN '8ARKER: Sir,<on the recom- 
mendation of.'His Excellency the Gtovernoi I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 72,56‘,Q00 be granted for expenditure under the heads “55 — 
Superanniyition allowances and pensions” and “83 — Pa^nnent of com- 
muted value o&^jiensions^”, ^ ‘ 

The motion was {vit an(], carlded. 

* » r 

‘ 'J nterest free « advances . ’ ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. NAl.iNI ,6 aNJAN SARKER: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation ^f Hi?» .Excer’-lency the Governor X beg to moVe that a sum 
of Rs. 3*34^00- be grUnted for expepiditiire under the head “Interest 
fij^i. advances”. < * ' ♦ # ' 

f • 

The motion was put and carried. * 

' - f 

y "Loans and advances heaHng^ interest." 

< * t 

« The Hoft’ble Mr. MALINIr RANilA^ SARKER: Sir, on the recem^'*^"'"*" 

inte^dation of His EicelldVicj' the Governor I beg to move that a sum 
of Rs. 24,74, OOO'be granted f 9 r expenditure under the hfead “Loans and 
advances bearing interest*'* 

The motion 'was^put and carried. 
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^36 — Scientific Depqutiaentsp 

The Hon’ble Mr. PF. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir^ on th^ ^commenda- 
tion of His Excellency the (j^'ernor d l)eg to move that a sum of • 
Rs. 40,000 be granted for expenditure under t^ie head “3(>#-Scientific 
Departments”. ^ * 


The motion was put and carried. 

Mr. SPEAKEi^: Before I i4)ring •the*Budget debate W) a close, I 
might just say a•\^ord or two with i^gard ^o the dela^' in answerinj^ 
questions on which ineMibers ly^^ve^been veiy insistenl. T find that fls 
many as 700 questions Imve beerf received in our compartment and up to 
23rd August, 330 questions’weae seiit^J^y this Departmc^pt to (Jovernmenf 
departments buUup to 4lh September I have received only 181 questions 
with answers from (iA)v<*Tiiment. Thertl |^re ^fll •MD^cpiestions, which 
had been admitted bef^ii' dlli Sdpteluber, remaining uiiauswerjd. In 
addition, we sent to the Home l)ej)artmen\ en h7oc?«332 que8tio»8 w'ith- 
out examination, and tliere is now a {jotal of *i^!iii«iuestiohH still undiS-* 
posed I would siM'cially draw the attenticgi (#‘*the IJon’ble the Chjef ^ 
Minister to this delay and to the fa(*t that* unOi^ss there is some such 
arrangement*by which questions ifiajr#l)e answered more expeditiously, 
it would be djthcult for memliers of UiiS Hobse ^o get answrs to their 
(juestions. • 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Before you clmse to-day’s debate, 
Sir, I would draw your attention to tl^ fact 4}iat if you^tak^*a portion* 

. of the 8th SeptemWr, tn the (luestion df hyfeSg a Committee of , 
Privileges, it would be doing great inju8tpic-,e to #he non-official mem- 
bers who have to move resolutions*on that day. May^t therefore submjt 
that you would be pleased to allots wstead of tjie 8th* September, any 
of the three days namely the 11th, 12th and 13th SepteTiri»ef, that have 
been allotted for Government business^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: T do not expect any lengthy debate t)n flie (question 
of the Committee %f Privileges. Wbat I.t^ouW propose to do is to 
tlie leader pf the House to move# tVe resolution .aad the leader of the 
Opposition and other party •leaders to have theii* say before*! pift the 
motion to the Hous^. I am gjad to say that in this raatt^I have 
already had the assurances bf the Hon’ble the Ticadef ^ tHh House and 
also of the T^pader pf the Opposition about th^ formStion of 8y;h#flrCom. 
"mltfee. • I must also admit that ihis is a mattef*on which the opiniog 
of the House is pecessary. Hi consideration of that, I hope you would 
not take objection to the fesolution being ihoved on the 8th September, 
but in case the* matter^ takes a long time I will certainly consider your 
point. • • * • • 
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l(h« Hon'Die Mr. A<. K.'^AZLU^ HUQ: •As r^ards questions that 
remain unanswei/ed, t submit «yiat a large numb A of them about 400 
had to be sqnt by your Department to Government departments 
without exa»iiliation. I do not mean ^ny reflection, Sir, but perhaps 
' because those questions could nof b'e^enqifired into, they are taking a lot 
of time. ^ 

^ « •* 

Mfi SPEAKER: But wliat^ about 152 questions already admitled by 
mei^ I would ask tly 3 House to ?v'ait a little for , those questions whieh 
have not yet J>een examined, but m farms those 152 'questions are con- 
cerned, I thinIP the answer shoivld have come by this time. Before 1 
(Ttclare the Budget session <o a close,.! sljpuld say on behalf of the House 
that attempts may be made to answw questions within a reasonable 
time. 1 think it would be fair^to^ajl sections if reasonable time inter- 
venes between a quest^^n and its «*eply, but the* House .has the right to 
insist that tlie (iikeiltionf? whiclnhyve been admitted should be answered. 

Befyre closing the debate, 1 ifaust thank th*e Ix^ader of ^the Hoiist 
and tilf«!> the lA^ader ot the bpposition and the members for the very ' 
b6rdial manner in which 1 have,* received lielp from alDsections of the 
Hquse. I nu|st« note *fliat even thoUgh there have be^ui occasions of 
regret^’wce or twice 1, hopV, that lias not disturbed the liarmony and 
good fWling tliat oughj to exist Stiyrhas existed amongst dl sections of 
the Housed The way in wfiict\oi.i ha'^e ^helped me to carry the Budget 
session through *lias Veen vei;v Highly appreciated by mf^. The task is 
no dilfiqdlt on the part of the Si)eakttr l>eciiuT^e it is for tlie first time 
under tlH‘ new Hefoums that a Budget discussioh has been lield. New 
•CHUiveiitiotm will have to established, and 1 am grateful to all sections 
for the help they hava*given«me in conducting the debate in a proper , 
manner by wliich t h or futuiv procedure in<i Budget debate will be much 
simplified. **It w^cjald be interesting td the House to know that G4 times 
the Ministers*hdve ha^l' to rise ii* i^ply or in introducing motions as 
many as 2% speakers have participated in the debate. It was an 
exceedingly difficult task on my part. I hope the House will remeinljer 
it and wil^ heljf me iv every possible manner in future^ Witli these 
words, I thank you once more, ladies ^nd gentlemen, for the c.ordial 
l^p wfliich you haye given me in cx)nducting the buswess of the House. 

TKe Hon^ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Let the last fiords to l)e 
uttered by me in the House in the course of the ljudget debate and in 
bringingHhe* Budgai to a close the worcfs of*sincdi‘e appreciation of the 
very «»^rtedus manner in which you hav# conducted the proceedings of 
the Hoifse'aiul. the abUity wfth whicB you have regulated ikie .work ifT* 
tlife House. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I associate irtyself with the 

Leader of the *Houee in offering our sincerd thanks to you for piloting 

• * 



1937.] DEMAND FOR (lilAlfr- 

the Budget througllf And in this conn^^ion \ may^sai^’ that it is a 
source of great gratiftcati^ to us tha4 charge tha\ we made against 
the Budget that it discJosed no policy or programine*had hi^en accepfe(f 
by at least two luembers of tli4 Tn^^s^ry Benches. We Iftive realised,^ 
and I think you have also reaftsedf that 15 da.’^ is tqo shorten time for 
the discussion of the Budget of this provii^^ce, and I Impc, Sir, ihai in 
the next Budget session you will lielp us*in gettinf^more timP for tlie 
discussion of the Budget, (bice more I fliank you for the pourti'sy you 
liave shown to all ^uelfibers of this House |ind partifularly 1o the Opposi- 
tion 1)11 whom *dev#)lved the offerous ^ask of (^)posing Uu* (h'nialids foi 
grants which ilu‘ Opposition felt weTe not^ I'onsistept with tlie good 
of the jieople. 

• • • . • 

Sir 6E0RCE CAMPBELt: Ma>*.l also, as the • Insider of the 

European grouif in this Utilise, >)in‘tlie licadi^of the House an^l the 
Ijeader of tile Opposition in^iffering (fii# apprtcia^itifi t>f lh(‘ manner in 
which yoiahaNc so ably conducteif t^it‘ business of this House* ii^i^ts tiist 
session. 

Thf Hon'bli Mr. -N ALIN I RA>IJAN SARKE^p: 1 wajil to as\socyitei 
myself with tin* sentiments expressed by the Hon Ide (d)i<‘t Minister. 

I want also To thank you and the lU>^se for pacing the Budged. The 
Tauider of tho Opposition had ^aid evPn*ai tfie laet stajy^ thift there was 
no policy b^'hind tin* Budget, but I ^vodlij like t(» /oini out that in spite 
of -his strenuous opposifion, the' demands for grants have acce^ited 

by the House wit bout *a cut even of one rupee, a#id my thanks ai*e all 
the more dm* to the House for having j^assed 4he Budget^^in Htis way iir 
spite of such ojipositiont ’ 

AdJtHMminent. 

The House was then adj^ourned tiU 5;45 })ftii. on \\ ediiesday/the 
8th Septembet, J9d7, at, tjie* Assemhiy House, €al(‘iitfa. . 


B. O. Pre«— ft87-38— 7030A«-800. 




Index ta fhe 

Bengal legislative 'Assembly J^rpc^dlngs. • • 

'^Qcud Report.) 

VoLU— No. 3-Se?oM Session, *1937 


20tli, 21^ 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th,i27th, 28th, ^Oth ond'Slst August and 

• , • • • • • 

48t, 2iid, 3rd, 4th ai^ 6th ttptember*1937. 

• (Q.)« Stands for question* 


/ 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Education, general : • p.* 673. 


Abdul Bari, Maulvl 

Adoption of .‘Sree and Lotus” b 3 r*the* 
/ University of Calcutta as its csest: * 

(tj.) pp. ai 8 , 37 ^, 380 . . , 

Amendment of the Agricultural Debtprs’ 
Act: ((J.) p. 493. 

Co-operativA Credit: p. 899, , a ' 

Debt Settlement Officers: (Q.) pp. 

^ 482, 483. • • • 

Directions issued ^y the District 
Magistrate of Murshidabad for filling 
up ministerial appointments from the * 
members of the scheduled castes: 
(Q.) P. 949. • , 

Expenditure for the summer exodus, 
1937: (Q.) p. 786. * » > 

Filling up of clerical appointments and 
also appointments other than clerical > 
from megibers of the *«cheduled* 
castes: (Q.)*p. 1011.* * * 

General Admin isj^ation: p. 397^ * 

Grants-in>aid to schools: (Q.) p. 6^. 
Grants to union boards by District 
Boards: (Q.) pp. 1064, 1066. 
Honorary House ^rgeons In the 
Medical College and Campb^ Hospi- 
tals; (Q.) p. *39. 

* liand^ relenoe: pp. 448, 450. * 

Muslim Civil ^urgeons: (Q.> p. 1070. 

• Nadi' and* flood: (Q.) 742,. 743. 


/ 


Abdul Biri, tHauIvi 

# 

Oohnkigjol a canal frftm Padma to 

* Bhri^irathi:. (Q.) pp. 376, 377. , * 

• ‘*PiStia-/emoval” if^thpd: (Q.^ "PT * 

Placing of the services of the typists'^ 

• * and copy^ists of the#civi oofirts on 
salaried basis: p. 837. . * 

.Police: pp. 513, 516, 517. > 

‘ Priidajy pduca(ion amongst the 

, ilKlbrate woitccrs and their chibL'en: 
(g.) p. 648.% 

Principals of Training Colleges:*, (Q.) 
jp. 328. , 

’ Ptiftic Health': p. 823. > 

^UnemiAoynnent prpblem: (Q.) ^p. 383. i 

Abdifl, 'Mk^. MIrza * 

> , , 

Amount spent for the restriction of jute 
, ^ultivation: p. 43fe. » ^ 

y Education/ J^ncrd: j]. 634. 

/ Road from Tangaii tq 

» ' fQ.) pt 656. 

• * ^ 

The . '.lidyasaga^ 'College, CalcuMa: 

(Qj^ p. 698. 


Mymensingh: 


Abdul Hakim. Maulkl^ ^ 

^ aAgriculCure and \^te7iflary: p. 848. , 
Land revenue? p. 463. ^ , j 

Operation to* the Bengal Agricultural 
• Debtors’ Act, 1935: (Q*) p. 495. 


Gratip 



ii 


[VoL. LI, No. 3. 


I 

DfijEX. 


Abdul Hak^nj V^krampurl{ Mr. I^d.‘ 

Education, general: p. ‘ 

» * 4 t 

Abimi HamM, Mr. A. ^ 

Filliifg up of the post of sheristadars 
and Buperintervlents of the fJollec- 
torates by Muslims: ^(Q.) pp. 3^, 
‘586/‘ 

Principal of nomin/ition in the Local ^ 
'■and District Boarcfe: (Q.)tP- 840. 
Provincial, Excise: p. 1041. 

^ * e 

Abdul IfAfnld Shah, Maulvi< t 

Formation of a union board y^ithin the 
poli6e-station of Tarail, Myinen- * 
singh: (Q.) p. 434. 

Abdul Jabbar, Mauivi 

>4toCk.rk8 in the<'.3^ce of the Magistrate-f 
Collector,* Dhiajpur:^ (Q.)‘ p. }000. 

^bdul Karim, Mr. 

' 4 , 

* ^Civil works: p 965. 

Abdul Latif Blfwaii^ Maulvl 

Adoption of * ‘Sree and ^jotun’ ’ *^by the * 

* University of Calcutta as ils* crest: - 
(Q.) pp' 377, 378, 379. 

Deft Settlement Officers: (C^) p. 481. 
Education, gener^: pp. 601, 602,^3, 
6Q<. ‘ • • 

Houte Surgeon, Bengal YeterinaTy 
poUe^e: (Q.) pJ 663. 

Land revenue: p. 464. ' 

• 4f 

bdul Majid, Mr. 8yed 
« 

Co-operative Credil: p. pl4. 

Education, geAjrat p. 63^, ^ 

Percentage of Muhammadans in ^inisr 
it^rial posts in the offices ot District ‘ 
Judges and MilnaCfs: (Q.) p. 787, 

Percentage of Muhammadans ^ in the 
ministerial ^sts in the y&rious 

offices: (Q.) lOll., • 

t 4 ^ 

Vetting of p3wer^of Certificate Officers^ 

. to certain khas • tahstldars in 

Noak'hili: (Q.) p. 1008. , 

Witnesf shed in the civil courts in the 
Rangpur district headquarters: 

•(Q.) p. 1010. 


Abdul Waha!> Khan, Mr. 

Famine Relief : fp, 969. 

Medical: p. 801. 

Pub|ic Health: p, 828. 

^ * e 

< 

Abdulla-alrMahmood, Mr. 

Adjournment motion: p. 472. 
Appointments to the Bengal Civil 
Service (Judiciaj): (Q.) pp. 947, 

• 94t. , . 

< Assistant Secretary, Judicial Depart- 
c mgnt: (Q.^) p. 1012. 

Co-operative^ Credit;^ p. 912. 

^ pebt Uettlemont Officers; (Q.J p. 483. 
Land revenud: p. 46k 

♦ ' Placing of fhe « services of the typists 
t, land ^jopyists of the civil courts on 

‘ salaried basis: (Q.) p. 

* Unemployment problenj: (Q.) p. 383. 

b 

^ Abdur Rahman 8lddlqi,tMr. ^ 

^ Adjournment motion: p. *476. 

Agriculture and Veterinary: p. 863. 
c Co-operative Credit: p4 91,7. 

* Edu^atijn, general: p. 669. 

Industries: p.' 995. 

Police; pp. 624, 625, 667. 

Public Health: p. 829, 

Short-notice starred question: p. 706. 

Abdiir Rauf, Khan Sahib Maulvl, 8. 

• • 

Debt Settlement Officers: (Q.) p. 482. 
Primary education amongst the 
' • illiterate workers andetheir children: 
(Q.) p.*^9. “ 

'special Officer, ,Debt Conciliation 

* , Boards: (Q.) p. 493. 

4 • 

Witness^ shed in the civil courts in the’ 
Rangpur district headquarters : 
m p. lOKi.* 

Abdur Rauf, Mr. Shqh 

* 0 < • * 

Agriculture and Veterinary: p, 861. 

Civil works; p. 956. * 

^ • • 

DeiAand for grant. Gl«neral Admini- 
stration: pp^ 340-343, ^ 



VoL. U, No. 3.] 


INllil.. , 


iii 


Abu Homifi 8arkar,%M«ulvi 

General Administratiofi : %>. 396. • * 

Jails and Convicts Seftlements; p. 776, 
Other taxes and duties: p. 10^. • • 

Witness’ shed in the civil court^in 
the Rangpur district ‘headquarters: 

(Q.) ip. 1010. 

Abul FazI, Hir. Md. 

Education, p^neFal:*p. 085 

Abul Hathim, Mauivi 

Establishment of DeJ)t SeSjoTllent 
Board: (Q.) 655. 

Irri^^tion-workm^ ^ponsds, etc*.?* 

P- 730 • . • ^ 

Jails and Convicts J>cttlciiicr^8; p. 759.* ^ 
Land revenue: p. 456. 

Provincial Excise, p. 1042. 

Abul^Hosain, Mr. Ahgied 

Assistant Surgeons; (Q.) p. 746. * 

Proportioif of different coniriiunities 
the posts of Inspectors and Auditory < 
of Co;ope#ative vSocieties, ‘Bengal: « 
(Q.) P. 789. ^ ^ e 

• Road development projects of Mymen- 
singh- (Q.) p. 841. 

Abul Quasem, Mauivi ^ * 

Calcutta Im])rovement Trust .Schemes. * 
(Q.) p. 1063. 

Education, general- p. 683. 

Expenditure for the summer exodus, 
1937; (Q.) p. 785. 

Industries: ^p. 990. •• 

Jute mills' stftkers: (tj.^ p.c323. 

Trust fund of late Bahu * B. *L. 
Mukherji, of Boiuchee, Hoogjil^: 
(Q.) p. 596. • • 

• 

Additional Bank Holiday for Durga Puja: 

(Q.) p. 650. •, ^ .. 

Adjoummont! pp. 374, 426,^79, 543, 

, .593,. 64| ms 768, 784, 835, 877, 938, 
999, 10^, 1111. 

Adjeummonjl nibtiont: pp.^44», 471. 

Regarding: 053. * 

% • • 

/tdnilnlstratioii gf JBttlof— p. $79. 


, Aftab All, Mr. . 

Demand for grant. •General AdipinL 
stratioi: ^j^). ^<lb-d65. • * * 

Miscellaneous* Bepartinents ; pp. 1093, 
1094. * 

Primary * ^education amongst the 
*• illiterate workers gnd their.chijcljren: 
;• (Q.) if. 547. • • 

Aftab Voealn Joardar, Mauivi * 

* . • • 

.^ipointment orf Musltms as Assistant 

• and Sub-^Xasistaiit Surgeons: (Q.) 

• p. 790.* . 

Clerks in the ofhees under the Medical 
Department: (Q.) p. 440a 
Honorary blouse Surgeons in the Medi> 
College and Camphell Hospitals: 

• 

^ Honorary Surgeons ^id Physici^s 

the Medical Col leg# Gtoup of Hospi- 
• tal^u {Q.) >. 438. • • ^ 

jViedlfcal Cpllcge Hospitals: LQ.) p. 

• 43ff. •* • 

Agricultural Clauet^ • 

• Trailing ry stifdents in ,tho: (Q.) 

pf 4!33. • • 

^ Non-Hindu Si^-Assistitlt Surgeons 

and*’ Assistant Surgeons: (tt.) p. 
, 746. ^ 

• lk>»^ng of olBcer at the Ed^ 8an(V> 

^ tonkin, Darjeeling; (Q.) 327. 


Agriculturgk Clasiet In Bohoolg 

^ Scheme for mtroduction of: (5.) 

p. 600. 

/ , 

* Agrioulturitta 

.•••••. • 

Diffiailty of . the# to Tiecure loan owing 

^ ^to the enforcement. of the Agricul- 

• tur^l t)ebtors Act: (Q.;*p. .4^. 

. • • * • 

Agrloiyture — 40 and A^eterinary— 41 : 

p. %14. 

AgrIoultur&l •Debfbrf * Act 

, • Amqpdment of • 

• • * • » 

Ahm^ All Mridita, Mauivi • 

* Nacfia and flood; (Q.) p. 742. 

jtmendiiMnt of« tlw Agriouttural OMirt* ^ 
, Aoti <Q.)«p. 493. • • 



iv 


[VoL. LI, No. 3. 


INDEX. 


Amoun 

Spent by the Feneal GoveAment Press 
'on acc^ount of 'oomp^osiiv; material 
ahd stationeries: ^(Q.) p. 878. 

Andamans prisoners^ 

Statement made by the tion’ble Chief 
Minister regarding, after the calling 
of the hunger-strike: p. 739. 

Appointment (•) ^ < 

In the Co-operative Dep'^artment, fillr.ig 
up of: (Q.) p. 435. 

In the office of the District Magistrate 
and 4^ollector, Jossore: (Ql; p. 498. 

Of Muslims as Assistant and Sub- 
Assistant (Surgeons: (Q, ) p. ^’90. 

To the Bengal Civil Service (Judicial) : ‘ 
Ul) p. »47.«^ 

Ailmuddfn Ahmad, Mauivi 

Oa-oi)erative Credit: p. 909. 

Alclitant Saoratary, Judicial Dapart- 

manM (Q.) p. 1012. 

Aaalitant Ourgaona: (Q.) -n. 74<k'' 

Attandanoa 

Of ^lembers and Ministers; 'Jip. 321, 
375, '427, 480, 64‘;, 594, 647, 697, 739, 
785, 836, 878, 941, 1^)0, 1056., 

Aula^ ftossain Khan; Maulyi 

Edis-pation, general: p. 6^3>. 

Jails and Convicts Settlements: 761. 

Axhar All, M)iulvl 

Forests: p. 1028. 

II ^ 

Balurghat tubdivltioii 

Transfet of Fulbari and Gangarampur 
cabanas of the: "(Q,.) p. 101 4. 

Banarll, Mr. P. 

Police: pp. 629, <531,^532. 

Principle of nomination m the Local 

' and District ^'Bofitls : (Q.) p 840.“ . 

Registration; p. 1051. 

Banarlaif Mr. Pramatha Nath 

A^inistration of Justice: p. 591. 

Education^, geperal: p. 613.> 


Baflarjaa, Mr/Pramtlha Nath 

Irrigation , woj^iing expenses, etc.: 
p. 721. 

Oth^* taxes and duties: p. 1081. 
Provincial excise: p. 1040. 

Banarjae, Mr. SIbnath 

Cases of victimisation of workers in 
different jute mills: (Q.) pp. 325, 
326. “ , 

Co-o^rative Credit, p. 903. 

Demand for grant. General Admini- 
' stw.tion: pp. 354, 356, 371. 

Jut6 mills’ strikes: (Q.) p. 324. 

.. , Miscellaneous ilepartments : p. 1099. 

Primary education * amongst the 
' illiterate workers and their children: 

. /Q.) ep. 548. 

Short-notice question; p. 504. 

•» 

Banarll, Mr. Safya Priya 

Jletenus: (Q.) p. 545.'!' ' 

Female convicts: (Q.) p. 1067. 

, “ 

Bankura 

Basis on which the assessment regard- 
ing cqss on» income from land was 
fixed at: (0.) p. 1006. 

Bannarjaa, Mr. Manoranjan 

Detenus Babii Nirodbaran Bhowmik, 
B.L., and Babu Sudhangshu Kumar 
Bhowmik; (Q.) p. 549. 

Jails and Convicts Settlements: p. 778. 

Bannerman, Mr. H. C. 

Famine relief: p. 969. 

‘ ’ i4 V 

‘ t 

Barma, 'Babu Pramharl 

General Administration: p. 409. 

( 

Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad 

Education, general: p. 669. 

Land, ^revenue: p. 477. 

Barman, 'dabu Upandra Nath 

Education, general : p. 636. ^ 

Basil 

On ;vhicb the assessn^nt ^ regarding 
cess on, incoipe from land was fixed 
.at Banknra: (Q.) p. 1006. 



VoL. LI, No. 3.] 


INriEX. 


iiu, Babu Jatlodra^Nath • 

Medical; p. 795. % ^ 

Co-operative Credit: 

asu, Mr. SantMh Kumar ^ 

Adjoumnient motion: p. 475 
Flooding of certain areas In %he suburbs 
of Calcutta: (Q.) p. 489. j 

Police; p.^518. 

Short-notice questioi^ p. 605. • 

lengal Agrioulfural* Debtors' Aof, 1936 

* • 

Operation to the: (Q.) p. 493. 

• • 

lengal Civil Servloe (Judicial) , 

Appointments to the: (l^) y. 947. ' 

• • • •• 

lengal Government Press ^ • 

Amount spent by, (>n account of com-e < 
posing materials tfllid stRtionariert 

(Q.) p. 878. 

Bengal Tenancf Act 

SoaSions 26(j| and •26F of the; (Q.) 
p. 497. * ' 

• * 4 

Bengal Tobacco (Sales Licensing) Act, 

19351 (Q.> p. 884. • 

• • 

Bengal Veterinary College 

House Surgeon: (Q.]f p. 652. 

Bhowmlk, Dr.'Gobinda Chandra 

Land revenue: p. 455.* i 

Public Health: p. 819. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasjk Lai . ^ ^ 

Adoption of “Sree and Lotus” by the 
University of Calcutta as its crest: 
(Q.) pp. 380, 381. 

Appointments in the office of the Dis- 
trict Magistrate and ijollec^pr, 
Jessore: (^l.> pp. 498, 602. ^ 

Directions issued by the Dyti^ct 
Magistrate of Murshidabi^ for filling 
up ministerial appointments from the 
members of the •^heduledf •castes: 
(Q.) pp. 949, 950. • ^ 

Education, general: p. 626. 

* Estates under the Court of Wards: 

(Q.) p. 390^. 

• Faciliticf 4or studwts ci the B^liedulo 

castes in Schools and ooUeisea: (Q.) 
p. 8301^ • • 


Bisiraa, Mr. Railk Ul 

•* Flooding gfacertain areas in the sol^urbs 
of Calcutta: (^.) p. 48^ • • 

Primary * e^cafion amongst • the 
illiterate worArs and their children: 
m P-,548. ^ 

Mswas, Mr. Sursndra. Nath 

• Agriculture and Veterinary: p. 867. 
Industries: pp* §91, 993. 

• Police; p.»539.. 

• • • 

Bpte, Mr. garat Chandra , 

Conduct of proceedings in the House: 

pp. #85, 889. 9 

Detenus lA Pnbna and Bogra: (Q.) 

p#1066.^ 

• general: pp. 606, 668. 

Land revenue: p. 

Other faxes and duttes:* p. 1083. 

Poliiftft pp. 507, 639. 

.«6hortrnoticft question :^p. §p6. • 
Short-notice starred Question: pp. ?Dt, 

74)5, 706, 707 , 708? . 

* “ • 

0 e 

• Brashe^ Mr.eF.^ C. * ^ 

• AdrainistrationW Justicg; p. 686.« 

• Irrigi^on worlting expenses,* etc.: 
^p.Tsi. 

• Breathes * e 

, ** In the Gqomti ^bankment, Tigpera: • 

(Q.) ’ 

Calcutta Fire ftriRhdei (Q.)* p. 882. 

• CalAitta Inmroveinent Tfuet A>h9iii#l 

, m p. im. . ^ 

• • 

.Caigpbell jtocpitals • 

Honotary House, Surgeons in* the 
Memcal Collide* and ^Campbell 
pljals: (Q.) p. 439. 


Canal • * • ♦ 

• From tadma to^Bbsteathi, epening ^ *• 

M* ,(Q.; ps Z75. 

,Oana£area 

Grievancee qf the j;>6ople of Burdwan * 

• in: (p.) g. 943. ^ 
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Cases 

Of victimisation of wo'rk^*i,in different' - ^ 
.jW mills: \Q.) p. 326/ 

Certain oomments 6 ' 

In the “Dainik Basumati” of 4th Sep- 
tember 1937 : if. 1074.^ 

Cats* 

B(isi 8 on which the -assessment regard- 
ing, (On income from land \^as fixed , 
at Bankura:' (Q.) p. 1006. , 

Cess defaulting estates in Kfiulnat (Q.) 
p. 786. 

t, 

CiMirnuin, Diitrlot Board) i MIdnaporot 

(Q.) p. 1059, V. 

‘ Cfiakrabarti, Mr. Jatlndra Natif 

^'Detc Settlen^ieift* Officers: (Q.) p. 480. ■ 

, , • 

,/crakfiibarty, Babu Narendra Nt^rayan 

Detefia 8 :c P- d46i ' 

•'Detenus Babu ‘Nirodbaran Bhowmik, 
and Batu Sudhangehu l^umar 
Bhowniik: (Q.) V- ♦ <t 

( t c ( 

DMonus of Pabna avd Bogra:- (Q.) ^ 

‘p. 1066. < 

Chattd^adhyay, #r. Harlpada 

Jails and Convicts SetUoments ; p^, ^ 

Nadirf and flood: (Q.) p. 740.' 

« ' 

• phouChury, Rai Hartndra Kath 

♦Clerks irf the office of ,th<f ^R>egi 8 trar of 
Assurapces, Calc^^tta^ (Q.) p.*'1007.' « 
Educational qualifications for typists 
and copyists; (Q.) pp. 1004, 1006, 
Flood in Chitta^^on^: p. 7\t6. . 

Flooding of certain areas in the- suburbs 
of Calcutta:' (Q.) p. 488s 
Fere^ts: pp. 1025,.. Ip27. u . 

General Adnlinistration ; pp. 337-338. 
Number ' of estates purchased by Gov- 
' ern'ment; (Q.fvpiA 667, *560, 

Number of poij^oim ^ belonging to thfi 
' district of 'M^nen^ingh dl^^Uined ' 
VithoTtt# trial: (Q.) p. 656.' 

Placing nf the services of the lypists, 
and copyists of the civil courts on 
inlaried basis: ‘ (Q.) cP> 886 . 4 


Chaudhuri, Rfi Hartndra Nath 

c 

Provincial Excis^: p. 1038. 

' Remuneration of extra copyists of the 
office of Registrar of Assurances, 

I ^ Ca*crtta: (Q.) p. 382. 

Uiver’ Bidyadhari: (Q.) p. 436. 

Upper primary schools: (Q.) p. 1009. 

Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Education, Anglb-Indian and European: 
p. b92. 

Medical: p. 805. 

Ch^tt^gong College: (Q.) p. 1002. 
.^ChittagoHg « 

c 

Flbod in:, (p.) p. 74*4. 

* Number of civ,d suits in the civil courts 
(if: (Q.) P. 701. 

' Clvfl Courts 

Iifstructions for the guidance of: t (Q.) 
■■ p. 321. ' 

^ Ministerial officers of the: • (Q.) p. 

'Civil r>u*’geon8 

♦Muslim:^ (Q.^ p. 1070 

Civil Works— 50 'and 81: pp. 926, jvb 
' Cisrk(8)— 

In the office of the Magistrate-Collector^ 
Pinajpur: (Q.) p. 1000. 

In the office of the Registrar of 
’ ♦ Assurances, Calcutta; (Q.) p. 1007. 
In the offices under the Medical 
Department: (Q.) p. 440. 

•1 4 

Coileotoiates' 

ii'illing up of the pc^jits of Sheristadars 
' ^and Superintendents of the, by 
iftuslims: (Q.) p. 384. 

f 

Collaga^ ( 

Chittagong; ((J.) p. 1002 . 

lp 

Comipunal reprtaantation 1 

In Secretariat services: (Q.) p. 790. 

Conducit of P f ooaodinga 

Id the House: ^p. 885. 

t 
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Consumption • 

Of salt: (Q.) p. *21. ^ 

Convicts • 

Female: (Q.) p. 1067. 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. , ^ 

Agriculture and Veterinary: p. 848. 

Demand for grant: General Admini- 
stration : pp. 358, 359. • 

• * 

Co-operative Credit — 42: pp. 8£S-926. 

• • 

Co-operative Department 

• ^ • 

Filling up of appoinynenta ip xhe: 
(Q.) p. 435. • I 

• • • •• 

C 0 H»perative Societies, Cengal • 

Proportion of diffei^nt* communities ii# ^ 
the iiosts of Inspecfors a^ Auditofs 
of: (Q.) p. 789. 

Crosfield, Mr. *L. M. . 

Public Heal A: p. ^2(?. 

Court of VlUrds 

Estates under the: (Q.) p. 385. ^ * 

.• • • 

• • 

Dacca • 

• * f 

District Rub-Registrar of: (Q.) p. 
1004. 

'*Dainlk Basumati" * 

Certain comments in t^e, of 4th Sep- ’ 
tember 1937; p. 1074. 

Das, Babu Mahiifi Chandra 

Chittagong College: (Q.) p. 1002. 

Das, Mr. Anukul Chandra • ^ 

Expenditure Ai hill ^xt>dus« during 
summer, 1937; (Q.) p. 489». • 

Flooding of certmn areas in the subuAs 
of Calcutta: (Q.) pp. 488, 4S9.* 

Public Health: p. 825. * 

Road from DiaraSnd Harbogr and 
Kakdwip: (Q.)pT654.* 

«• 

D{is, Mr. ^irit Bbusan ^ 

Directions issued by the District 
Magistrate ^f Murshidabdj^ for fill- 
ing ug ministerial appdlntmenjs from 
the memb^ of Hie scheduled castes: 
(Q.) pi^ W9. . • 


oWllr. Kirtt QbiiMii * * 

Filfing .(Tof clericiilfappointmeftts uid 
also ^pointm^ts other sthAu clerical 
from m^bdls of the scheduled 
castes: (Q.T P* 1010. • 

Dasf Mr. li^mohAi * 

* Agriculyire and V^teripary 3»*p. ^0. 

Das Gupta, Babif Khagendra Natl^ ^ 

Hunger-aSrike of detenu Mr. Abdul 
Halim: ^Q*) p. ificS. 

Bat Cuptat Dr. J. M. * 

Medicjjil: p. 797. 

Datt^ Mr. *Dhlrendra Nath 

Admiivst^ltion of Juslice: pp. 581, • 

’*68^.. . • 

. Braaches in the GaAn^i embantm^ffS: * 
..Tipimra: (.Q) P •*'‘91. 

EstifftiHhment of Debt ScUlen#ne» 
Board: •(Q.) p. 6^. • • 

Female Copvicts; JQ.) p. 1068. •* 
Hi^ger-strikc of ^ detenu Mr. s Ab j[ul 

• IJhlim: (Q.) 1063. ^ 

lusitii^ctionB tor the guidance ok the 

Subordinate *• Civil Coerts; (Q.^ p. 

• 322,. 

Number of studij^s receiving educa- 

• * Hon in the primary schools; (Q.) 

• • pT 1003. • 

*• River^taph in Tlippera: (Q )*PIk 48^ • 
490. ^ 

Debt *Conciliat An Boards * 

Sfeciak Officers:^ (Q.) 492^ 

•DsM BsttlemMit BaBrd(s)< (Q ) p* 495. • 

of: ((^.) p^ 654. 

Dsbt .Bsitlemsnt ^ficersi (Q.) p. * 480 . 

• * • 

DtfscBvs acocustlc ocndltiop jn ttos 
Chamber: p. 

• • • 

In fmswerinff questions: p. ^43. ^ 

Dsma^ for grant i pp. 332 - 374 , 392 - 496 , 

* 443 - 479 , 506 ^, 560 - 693 , 601 - 646 , CBB- 
696 , 706 - 738 ,* 751 - 791 , 793 - 835 , 84 ^ 7 ,. * 


893-940,. 


, 1019-^056^ 10777.mi. 
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INDEX. 


DtUiiMd wlth^t trial , 

Nofaber of persons belon^g to the 
district^ of MyiL^nsi^gh :» (Q.) p. 
65S. ^ ' 

i 

Datanuix (Q.) p. 5^. ^ ^ 

Babu Nirodbaran BhowmiL, B.L./ and^ 
lifcbu**9udlyingdhu Kumar .Bhowmik^ 
(Q.) p. 649. 

Datanu(tX 

From Midnapofe: (Q?) ^p. 1067. 

Mr. Abdul Halim, hung^-strike of: 
(Q.) p. 1061. 

Mr. Paresh Chandra Sanyal: ^ (Q.) p. 
1056.' 

Of Pabna and Bogra: p. 1066. f 
Sreejut Arabinda Chakrac’aL'ty*: *(Q.) , 

' p. 661. 

I^uicide by, .M^ihal Elanti Choudhury ’ 
of Jespore: (Q.) p., 1069. • . 

^ <i <•»*« 

Dinajpuc 

* « 

•Clerks in the ofSce of tli,e Magistrate- 

Collector: (Q*) p. 1000., 

^ « 

Oitpenaary« . ^ 

District Board, in th^ .'Village , 

Birbhum:^ (Q.) pr 1069. 

Dirtottbns 

Issued by the District* MagistrSfte of ^ 
Murshidabad for filling up 'minis- 
t|)riul appointments fropi toe men^- 
* bi^rs qf the scheduled <^ste8: (Q.) 

p. 949. " 

f 

Oistrlot Board 

ChaiAiian, ‘Midnap6re: ^Q.) p. i059. , 
Dispensary in c the viltago Kdndala„ 
Birbhum: (Q.) p. 1069. 

Dlftrlo^ lub-Rogistrar of Daoofii ‘(Q.)' • 
1^ 1004. • t • 

* o 

Olvlal(«i .pp. 407, 469, 677, 64f^, 875, 
1086,- 1106. 

Ourga Ppla 

Additional Ba^ holiday fpFxr (Q.) ' 
p. 66j5.* 

Dutto, Mr. Suktniuir 

C«H>peratiye Credit: p^. 916, 917. 
InddBtnes< p. c987. 
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Outta GupUi^Mits tlira 

S ^ Education, gener&l: p. 661. 

Hunger-strike cof detenu Mr. Abdul 
Hatm; (Q.) p. 1061. 

^ * 6 * 

Dufta Mazumdar, Mr. Nlharondu 

Cases of victimisation of workers in 
different jute mills: (Q.) pp. 326, 
327. 

r 

Detenu Mr. Pal^sh4. Chandra Sanyal: 

' (Q.)^p. 1067. c ♦ 

' Flood in Chittagong* (Q.) p. 745. 
Gfnetul Administration: pp. 360-363. 
Huri^er-strikd* of detenu Mr. Abdul 
' Halia: (Q.) pp. 1062, 1063,. 

Jails and Convicts Settlements: p. 764. 
t i Jute mills’ ‘‘strckes: (Q.) pp. 324, 
i ^25. 

'Miscellaneous : pp. 1088, 1092. 

TBb Vidyasagar College, Calcutta: 

‘ ‘ iQ.) p. 698. • 

• e t • 

Edbar, Mr. Upondra Nath 

^ « Medical: p. 802 . 

c 

( Eden Sanatorium 

Posting 'of officers at the, Darjeeling: 
p. 327. t 

^ Education 

Anglo-Indian f and European — 37: p. 

' 690.. 

I •• 

Education oess 

* • 

' Imposition of, upon the people of 
Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 654. 

tEduoatiop— Genoral--37i pp. 601, 669. 

» * € * 

Educational qualifications 

< I 

For typists and copyists: (Q.) p. 
‘..1004. 

Emdadul haque, Kail 

Land f revenue: ^ {). 463. 

Other Jiaxes and duties: p. 1080. 

Etta|>lithmont • I * 

Of Debt Settlement Board: (Q.) p. 
6M. / 

Estat^ purohiiod by Gofommont 

Number of: (?J.) p. SSI. '■ 
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Ettatot 


INDEX. 


Uxuler the Coort ff Wards: 
365. 


(Q*) 


Examination . 

• • > • 

For the recruitment of Sicret^pat 

stenographers: (Q.) 694. 

Exooutivo OIRoera 

« 

Howrah Afunicipality: (Q.) p. 699. 

Expondituro • ^ • . 

For the sumftier exodus of 1937 a 

(Q.) P. 785. , ^ . 

On hill 'exodus during^ summei^ 1937: 

;Q.) p. 489.* . . 

• • • 

Famine Relief— 54: p. 967., 

Farhut ^ano Khanam,^egunl 

Education, general: p. 659. 

Facilities • ^ • 

For the students of the schedule caotee * 
in schools and colleges: (Q.) p.^330. 

• • 

Faxiul Huq,« the Hon’ble Mr. K. • * 

Adoption of “Sree and Lotus” by ^he* 
University *of Calcifbta as its crest; 
(Q.) pp.'378 , 379,* 380. 

Agriculture • and Veterinary: pp. 869, 
870, 874. ^ .• 

Chittagong College: (Q.) p, 1002. 
Clerks in the office of the Registtar of 
Assurances, .Calcutta: (Q.) jj. 1008. 
Conduct of Proceedings in the House; 
p. 887. 

District Sub-Registrar of. Dacca; 

1004. * • • • * 

• • 

Education, gAieral: pp. 601, ^5, 
618, 620, 621, 640, 613, 66^*^, 
667, 669, 670, 671, 677, ^7. 

Education, Anglo-Indian and European: 

pp. 690, 695. *• ^ 

Educational qualihcations fiar typists 
, apd jopyists:* (Q.) pp. 1004, 1006. 
Facilities for students of the sc^iedule 
castes in ^hools and colleges: (Q.) 
p. 3^.. ^ J 

Filling up of appointments in the Oo- 
operaffve Department: *(Q.) p. 435. 


..L. 


PlUal HmIW ■» A. K. * 

• Oriftits>iji^d*to schools: (Q.)«^. 65?. 

General Adminirtration : 35^.354, 

402, 4b3,^,4i05. 

Imposition of location cess dupon the 
•people, of M^ensingh: (Q.) p. 
*565. # ^ 

•# 

, Introduction of primary edhcaMIbn in 

Mymensingh: (Q.) pp. 383, 384. 
Irri^tion working expenses, etcf: pp^v 
736, 737. ^ . • - 

• Muhammadhn Marriage Registrars: 

• (Q.) W>. 700, 701. 

Number of hostels for scheduled caste 
students; (Q.) p. 106 » , 

Number bf students receiving eduoa* 
Eon irj the primarj^ schools: (Q.) 

• .W.«K)32, 1003, 1004. . 

Other ta\OvS 'and duties: pp. 108J, 
Over-sthoolod * aroaat '(Q.) pp. 697, 

••6J|. • •• 

l>t4k'e; po. 573, 674, 575. ^ • 

Posts of Principals Arts and Tnyn- 
ing Collfiges: (Q.) p. 329. * 

♦ Pflmary education amongift 4he 

ifli^ernt% workers and thair children : 
tff.) pp. 5^7, 548, 549. • 

• Principals of draining tolleges; (Q.) • 

P.S828. • 

, «i*rovincial (^\ci8of*p. 1049. * 

’ Registration! pp, 1051, 1054 a 

Remfneration o{^ extra coi^yists of the, 
office of Re{i;istrar of .^ssiy’andlB, 
•CalcuJtjf; e(Q>) P- 382. * • 

Results achl?*ved by Govortiinont High 
Schools and Colleges dyiing past five 
years: ^(Q.) <>63. * * ** 

• Scfidfne tor the dntrtduction of agricul.* 

tuaal clffsses in schools: (Q.) pp. 

• • 600 , 601 . • •• 

Scientific departments: j>. 1109.^ 
Sectndary scboolif: ((J.) p. 430. 
.StAement regarding * .imdamans ' 

prisoners: {>• 79§. ^ 

^ Training of sfudeifta in agricuL*^ 

» %iira\ cla8|e8:^(^) pp. 553, 564! 

U^)er primary schools: pT 1009. 

• Vi^yasagar College, Calcutta; (Q.) 

pp. 698, 699. • , 

* Wakfs:, (Q?) pp. 644, 546. 

• • • • • , 
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Fulul QiNiilir,tKliifi iahidiir MaulYl ^ 

Jkiiicatioii, gen«ral: p. 63f/ 
Educational quali^^tioiH i^jr typists 
anS copyists: (Q.y p*. 1004. 

Civil Works; p. 953. 

f • j 

Flood in Chittagong: (Qi) p. 74o. 
For!S8ts:**p. 1030. r 

Registration: p. 1053. 

Flooding ^ , 

Of certain areas in the jsuburbs ^ 
Calcutta : (Q.) p. 483. 

Forests— f3: p. 1018. * 

Fuel wood and other necessary ^rest 
produces ' r r<' 

c^iiccffo fees on^.^ (Q.> p. 1006. * 

I g. 

Ferpale cmAoXti (Q.) p*. 1067. ‘ 

FergusoA, Mr. fV H. 

• r 

Forests: p. 1032.*' 

Filling up « ' 

» . » . » 

Of* clerical « appointments and also 

’ appointments othch- than clerical 
froai members of ,the scbeduled 

castesi ; (Q.) pflOlO,. 

« ’ » 

Fire Brigade, Calcutta: (Q.) p.i882. «« 

' r •, * 

rtopd • , , H 

And Nad^: (Q.) ft. i(0. * 

In Chittagong; (Q.) p. 744. 

«Qenerai Administr^tion-SSf pp. 332^ 392. , 

Chose, Mr« sAtur Krishna 

( r 

Adaption of “Sree ‘aal Lotus’' by the 
University of Calcutta as its 'crest: 
(Q.)- pfl. 378, 379, 380. 

Consumption of salt:' (Q,> *p* 321. 

, Famine belief:* J). ^1. * ^ « 

Su4‘ide ,b^ detenu Mrinal * kanti 
Choudhury of Jessore: . (Q.) p.cl069. 

c , 

, QIasuddIn Ahmed, llaulvl. 

t # 

Land revepue:,p. 406. , 


Gdam SarwaF Hoeaf^id, Mr. Shall 

Communal representation in Secretariat 

* services: ^(Q.*) p. 790. 

Education, general: p. 606. 

' *'NumFyr of Muslims in the different 
*"poBts in the Calcutta High Court: 
(Q.) p.'6S7. 

, Provincial excise; p. 1039. 

Special Officers, Debt Conciliation 

* Boards: (Q.) fp. 

♦ . ‘ 

.GoswamI, Mr. Tulsl Chandra 

Aidjoi^ment qiotion: p. 473. 
E^uoation, general; 608. 

Opening of a .canal from Pad^a to 
‘ Bhagirathi: * (Q.) p., 377. 

^ Short-noticb qrjes^ion: p. 391. 

Goyemment High Schools and •Collages 

( Rq^ults achieved by, during last five 
I .years: (Q.) p. 552. 

Givvernment of India Act,* section fo 

Mr. Speaker’s ruling on tfee scope of: 

* * p. 427. 


* Grants-ln-aid to schools: "(Q.) p. 652. 

Grant(sl ^ 

To the Khulna District Board for test 
« relief works: (Q.) p.' 950. 

To union boa.-ds by District Boards: 
(Q.) p. 1064. 

Gri|vanc6s 

Of the people of Burdwan in canal 
area: (Q.) p. 942. 

U^lfflths, Mr. p. c ' 

l^duca^on, Anglo-Indian and European: 

^ p. 693. e 

Gupta* Mr.^ Jogssh Chandra • 

Adjournment motion; p. 474. 

Debt Si^ttl^mentcOfficers: (Q.) p. 483. 

Difficultly of the agriculturists to 
secure loan; (Q.)* p. 497.| 

Establishment of Debt SetHement 
Board^ (Q.) p. 655- 

Expenditure^ on hill ^oflus during 
summer^ 1937,: (Q.) p. 489. 

Nftdia and flood: « (Q.) p. fdS. 
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Qipti, Mr. OlMAi-- 

Number of per8on% belonging to the 
district of MjmAisAgh detnined * 
without trial; (Q.^ p. 556. 

Placing of the serricea of thee typists* 
and copyists of the civil c$urtd«on 
salaried basis: (Q.) ppt 837, 838. 
River Brahmaputra, known as Jamuna; 
(Q.) p.^ 952. 

Short-notice questiqp: pp. 392, 504. • 
Short-notice «Btar{ed question: epp. 706| 
707, 708. • 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Additional Bank * Holiday for *Durga 
Pwa: (Q.) pp. 65D, 061.. ... ’ 

Medical: pp. 809, 810! 

Primary educatioa * amongst the* • 
illiterate \|iorkcr8 add their chi^re*: 
(Q.) *p. 548. 

• .• 

Habibullah, tbb Hon'blo Nawab Bahadur* 
Klpvaja, of ^tfooa • *. 

Agriculture and Veterinary: pp. 8^4, * 
847 , 865», 867. • 

Amount spent for the restriction qf • 
jute cplti^tion; (Q.) p. 49?. ^ 

House Surgaon, Bepgal #Veterintry 
Cbllege; (Q.) pp, .BSS, 654.* 

Industries: pp. 977 , 997, 998, 

Price of jute and sugarcane: (Q.) p. • 
381. • 

Unemployment problem: (Q.^ pp^ 382, , 

383. 

« 

Hafizuddln Chowdhuryi Mauivi 

Agriculture and Veterinary: p. 854. * 

Hamiduddin Ahqmd, Khan 8aMb * * 

Iin]K)Nition of education oess fipon J;he 
people of Mymensingh: (Q.) p. 655. 

• 

Masanuzzaman, Maulvt Md. * * 

Estates under the Court of Wards: 

(Q.) p. 385. % ^ 

filling up of appointments the Co- 
operative Department: (Q.) p. 435. 
Perfbm4nce of prayers by Mlxbam- 
madan prisoners in the Gomiila Jail 
and otlysr Jails: (Q.^ p. 1067. 

• • • 

Haaliam AN Khan, K(|aii ^phadiir 

Land iwenne: p. |69. 

• • 


INDiii. 

I Httiiw MuAiMd, Mn.* • 

a EducatiohT ireneral: ud. 612 * 


Xl 


Education* general: ]ip. 612,*68S«^ 

House ^ur^eon.J Bengal* ^eterftmij 
College: p. 662. 

Haywood, |lr. Roi^ri 

Industries ^ pp. 986, 9^9. 

• • 

Hondry, Mr. David 

w 

Irrigation working expenses. otoT: 

716. • . . - 

• • • 

High Court, Calcutta , 

Number of Muslims in the different 
posfb in the: (Q.) p. 66^ 

Hill vcodus 

• • * * * 

* HxpenMtifrc on, during summer, 1937 :« * 

^ ((^.) p. 489.^ 

HhitaH|[ngka, Mr. PrabhudayaU 

a 4a 

.AgWculturg and Veterinary: ^ 862. 
Forests: p. 1029. 

Public liealth: p. 821. 

Medical Colleg*: (Q.) ». 439. * 

• > • 

House Kurgaofi. 

. • •• 

, l^encal Vet^nary College: ' “ 

(&L 

•• 0 

House 8ur|om, honorary 

« In *tho Medical jCollege aiyl Campbell 
Hospitals: (Q ) p. 439. 

# • •• 

I* Howrah MuMpIpalfty * 

• * • * • 

ExcMljtive OfficePi (Q.) p. 699. 

• • • * ea 

Hungei^tiike • • 

• 0 • • 

Of detenu Mr. ABdul fialim: (Q.) p. 
1661. 
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• Primary cdu<:aticin *amongst tbe:w (Q.) ^ 

p. 647 . • • • 



I]?rDEX. 


[VoL. LI, No. 8. 


XU 


ImprovMnmt OTitet, Calmittk 
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For the guidance of th# subordinate 
bivil ‘courtp : (Q.) p. 32^. * 

Interest free advanoeev p, 1108. 

Interest on debt* and other obligatlops— 
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Agriculture and Veterinary: p, 86^2. 
*Oivil NVorks: p. *968. ^ • 
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t 

Judicial Oepartments 

Assistant Secretary: (Q.) p. 1012. 

Judicial Officers 
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Khan, Mr. Dabendra luill 

Detenusb from Midnapore: (Q.) p. 
1057. ^ • • 

Khulna 

Cess defaulting es^tes in:^ {Ok) p. 
786. • 


Xiii 

Local Boa(0s * 

Midnajwre: {Qf) p. 1060, * 
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Revaluation of eesf^ of the: (Q.) p. 

^647. . 

Kumar, Mf. Atui Chandra 

Famine IJelief: p. 967. 
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Price of jute and sugarcane: ^Q.) p. • 
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[Vot. LI, No. 8.. 


CTi llfDEI. 


Mutharrim ■otfun, tlw Hin’M* •ia*ab, 
KKon ^Bahadur t . ’ * * 

.* * • • • 

Admiliia^ration o? Justice; op. 679, 690, 
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• • 

Mymentlnglh • ^ 

^ Borm^ion of a union boarc^ within the 
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Ranaghat-Jaguli Road Pi^ect: (Q.) 

P; . 

SiTft BhJhtb: (Q.) jp. Q50. 

BiTOT ftdyadliari: (Q.) np. 430, 487, 

488 . • 4 ^ — . . 
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